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1910.] GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA. 35

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON WORK.

Montgomery Chapter No. 22, notified the Grand
Chapter that Brother William I. Pitts had been
duly elected to receive the several degrees of the
Chapter by said Chapter and requested the Grand
Chapter to confer the degrees upon him and also
that Brother H. . Burns had been duly elected to
receive the several degrees of the Chapter by said
Chapter; that the degree of Mark Master had been
conferred upon him by said Chapter, and requested
the Grand Chapter to confer the degrees of Past
Master, Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch
Mason upon this brother.

On motion, the Grand Chapter acceded to these
requests. '

The Committee on Work then proceeded to ex-
emplify the work and conferred the degrees of
Mark Master and Past Master upon Brother Wil-
liam E. Piftts and the degree of Past Master upon
Brother H. E. Burns.

SPECIATL, ORDER.

On motion, the further report of the Committee
on Work was made a special order for seven thirty
o’clock this evening.

RESOLUTIONS OF SYMPATHY.

R.". E.". and Reverend Companion Stewart
McQueen offered the following resolutions which
were adopted by a rising vote and the Grand Sec-
retary was directed to send a copy of same to Com-
panion Dingley:

Whereas, our esteemed and venerated Companion, William
H. Dingley, has been Grand Treasurer of this Grand Chapter

















































1910.] GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA. 51

words, “and that the incoming Grand High Priest
be requested to reprimand Graham Chapter No.
106, and admonish them never to repeat said of-
fense.”

And the report as amended was adopted.

RESOLUTION TO ALLOW ST. JOHNS CHAPTER NO. 28 TO
PURCHASE RITUALS.

E.". Companion Henry . Reese offered the fol-
lowing resolution, which, on motion, was adopted:

Be it Resolved, That the Grand Secretary is hereby author-
ized to sell two additional rituals to St. Johns Chapter No.
28, in lieu of those destroyed.

TESTIMONIAL FOR RETIRING GRAND HIGH PRIEST.

E.". Companion Joseph D. Matlock offered the
following resolution, which was unanimously
adopted :

To the M.". B.". Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Alabama:

Be it resolved, That the Grand Secretary be and is hereby
empowered and directed to purchase a suitable testimonial for
our retiring Most Excellent Grand High Priest.

REPORT ON RINDING.

The Grand Secretary submitted the following re-
port, which was received and ordered printed in
the proceedings

To the M.". H.". Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Alabama:

I beg to report that the following Grand Chapter Pro.
ceedings have been bound during the year and placed in the
Library of the Grand Lodge A.". F.". & A.". M.". of Alabama:
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lain, The Most Excellent Grand Royal Arch Chap-
ter of the State of Alabama was closed in Ample
Form.




PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

Council of Anointed High Priests

O THE

STATE OF ALABAMA

The Thirty-Ninth Annual Convocation of the
Council of Anointed High Priests of the State of
Alabama was held at the Masonic Temple in the
City of Montgomery, at 12:30 o’clock p. m., Tues-
day, December 6th, 1910, with the following officers
and members present:

OFFICERS.

GEORGE A. BEAUCHAMP_ _______ M.’. E.". President.
WooLsey FINNELL__ ._______ as E.". Vice-President.
WirLiam E. BINGHAM . ______ E.’. Chaplain.

Wittiam H. DINGIEY __________ E.". Treasurer.

BASY, My Hiry - = "= E.". Recorder.

RosErT L. DoOUGLASS_ _________ E.". Master of Ceremonies.

WirtiaM W. RaNsoM_._______ E.". Conductor.
JosepH D. MATLOCK . ______ E.". Herald.
JOHN W, PReRY . oo E.". Steward.
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62 CORRESPONDENCE.,
ARKANSAS.
60T AxyvarL—LirrLe RocK—NOVEMBER, 1909,

A portrait of Grand High Priest-elect, Comp. J. L. Davis,
looks out from the first page of this volume.

. Number of Chapters on the roll, 83; 76 making returns, and
66 represented; members, 3,921—net gain, 193.

Owing to the death, March 2, 1909, of the M.". E.". Grand
High Priest, Companion Reese Bowen Hogins, the Convoca-
tion was presided over by the D. G. H. P., Comp. J. L. Davis,
Acting Grand High Priest.

Eleven Past Grand High Priests were present, as also were
the Representatives of twenty-one Grand Jurisdictions. Comp.
F. W. Harris, our envoy, was not reported as on hand.

In his address the Acting Grand High Priest paid excellent
tribute to the memories of the Grand High Priest, Companion
Hogins, and Grand Sentinel James W. Null, who died August
3, 1909.

The presiding officer reported no decisions, all questions
having been answered by reference to the Code.

Two dispensations had been granted for formation of new
Chapters, and one dispensation for removal of Chapter quar-
ters. (The last would seem to be “a special.”)

Eight special dispensations had also been granted—seven of
them, to waive time in conferring degrees.

The charter of one Chapter had been arrested for continued
violation of the law, by receiving candidates for less than the
lawful fees, and for donating the same back to candidates
after exaltation.

Business engagements had prevented the G. H. P. from
making official visitations, much to his regret.

He had a glorious time at the Triennial in Savannah, Ga.

The hard-worked Grand Secretary received unstinted praise
from his chief.
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The Grand Secretary reported the state of the Craft at largc
as “in a healthful and prosperous condition.” He satisfactorily
explained the reason why the 1908 Proceedings were so late
in being distributed. Within a week after the session closed,
they were in the hands of the printer, but under instruction
of the Grand Chapter, the printing was withheld six weeks,
awaiting the Report on Correspondence.

The balance cash in the hands of the Grand Treasurer, Nov,
17, 1909, was the sum of $2,888.97.

The Representative of the Grand Chapter of Maryland was
instructed to telegraph fraternal greetings to said Grand
Chapter—which was done.

The Jurisprudence Committee submitted the following re-
port, which was adopted:

“Your Committee on Jurisprudence have considered the ac-
tion of the Grand High Priest in arresting the Charter of La-
Crosse Chapter, No 69, in connection with the resolution of
Companion Baker to restore the Charter; and in the light
of the facts presented to this Committee in addition to those
presented to the Grand High Priest, we recommend that the
Charter be restored. and that this resolution be adopted.

GEORGE THORNBURGH, Chairman,
And Entire Committee.

“Resolved, That hereafter, that any Chapter which violates
Section Nos. 60 and 61 of the Digest of 1898 shall have its
Charter arrested by the Grand High Priest, and that the
High Priest, King and Seribe of such Chapter be summoned
to appear before the Grand Chapter at its next Convocation,
for discipline. And any Royal Arch Mason of this Grand
Chapter, knowing of a violation of this law shall report the
same to the Grand High Priest, and that the High Priests of
Subordinate Chapters shall read this resolution, and Sections
G0 and 61 to the Subordinate Chapters at the first meeting
after its receipt.”

Comp. E. G. Schoonover, Committee on Foreign Correspond-
ence, presented his report, which, although it does not appear
in the records, was, of course, ordered to be printed with the
Proceedings.

The Committee on Memorials well discharged its duty. Re-
port received and ordered printed in the Proceedings.
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The address of the Grand High Priest was all that the Com-
panions could wish for, as coming from the Grand East.
His few decisions were as follows:

“July 20, 1908—That when a Brother has resided in this
State for two years and has gained official residence, his pe-
tition for the Capitular Degrees may be received by any Chap-
ter in this jurisdiction, notwithstanding his rejection by a
Chapter in another jurisdiction and refusal of said Chapter to
waive jurisdiction over him; directing, -however, that in such
a case prudence be exercised and all possible research made
to guard against receiving unworthy material.

That in determining jurisdietion of Chapters, air-line dis-
tance must decide in all cases. .

That no petition for degrees can be withdrawn after refer-
ence to a committee of investigation, except only as provided
for in Article III, Section 3 of the Constitution.

That an objection made before a Brother has received any
degree in a Chapter must stand, and if not withdrawn within
sixty days aects as a rejection, and the Secretary of the Chap-
ter must so notify the Grand Secretary.

That life membership in Chapters is entirely under control
of the individual Chapter. The Constitution of the Grand
Chapter makes no provision for same.

That a person in any way engaged in the liquor business is
not a fit person to receive our degrees.

That when a suspended Companion pays all his arrearages
he at once becomes again in good standing and entitled to all
the privileges and subjected to all the responsibilities of mem-
bership.

That all actions of business done at a meeting of which the
Sentinel’s register does not show the constitutional number
of Companions present is null and void.”

Dispensations to form two new Chapters were granted. A
few special dispensations issued, were strictly within his pre-
rogative.

His several visitations were pleasant to himself and profita-
ble to the Chapters visited.

In the course of his address, the Grand High Priest gave
expression to the following uplifting and ennobling thoughts.

“As Royal Arch Masons we have a right to demand of each
other, and the world has a right to expect ws, to be sober,
clean and true. The friend of man and the refuge and pro-
tector of children and women. Think not, Companions, that
the standard is too high, the task impossible. It should be
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 83

thought brings no new questions to the surface, and having
discussed the old ones ‘all the way ’round and all the way
back,’ he is weary of the ‘damnable iteration’ of ideas and
opinions for which he can no longer find even new forms of ex-
pression. It is with great regret that he bids farewell to the
scribes, whose kindly consideration he will always prize. He
commends to their favor his successor, Companion Roe Fulk-
erson, whose bubbling humor and striking originality will en-
liven these pages if hig reports fulfill the promise of his writ-
ings in the American Tyler-Keystone.
Fraternally submitted,
A. W. JOHNSTON,
For the Committee.”’

His review of Alabama-1908, as ever courteous and diserimi-
nating, summarizes the able decisions of Grand High Priest
Lew Lazarus; quotes his tribute to Grand Secretary Beau-
champ, and has a kind word for the writer, greatly appre-
ciated by the latter.

Though handicapped by other and exacting duties, he has
produced an excellent report.

Our best wishes attend him on his retirement from the
Round Table.

Comp. Francis J. Woodman, M.". E.". Grand High Priest.

Comp. Arvine W. Johnston, R.". E.". Grand Secretary.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

430 ANNUAL—WASHINGTON—FEBRUARY, 1910,

Comp. Francis J. Woodman, M.". E.". Grand High Priest.
Number of Chapters, 12; Membership, 3,587—gain, 69.

This volume is embellished with a portrait of Grand High
Priest F. J. Woodman, and with one of the late Past Grand
High Priests, Jose M. Yznaga.

On April 13, 1909, a Special Convocation was held to attend
the funeral of P. G. H. P. Jose Maria Yznaga.

At the Annual Convocation of Grand Chapter, Feb. 9, 1910,
all the Grand Officers were present except the Grand Chap-
lain, also fourteen Past Grand High Priests and thirty-six










86 CORRESPONDENCE,

“To the Grand Chapter:

In presenting to you this ‘helping’ of capitular goulash, we
do it without apology, but with the reminder that we broke
into the Grand Chapter only about twenty minutes before
this burden was laid on our shoulders. We took it up with
the cheerful idiocy of inexperience, only to inherit the shoes
of Comp. Arvine W. Johnston, which we are unable to fill.
He was one of the premier reviewers of the English writing
world, noted in some jurisdictions and notorious in others.
We are too weak to keep up his quarrels and too stupid to
maintain his fame. If in our inexperience we have ridden our
war horse over the cucumber vines of any capitular horticul-
turist, kindly remember that the animal is not yet bridle-wise,
and forgive us, Without further comment, we close with a
quotation from the last report of Comp. Johnston, which has
been the ‘guide of our council and the meditation of our
heart” Under Massachusetts, he says:”

Then he quotes Comp. Johnston’s remark, the gist of which
is that nobody is responsible for the correspondent’s utter-
ances except the reviewer himself.

We have read Comp. Fulkerson's report with lively interest.
‘Wkile he is cften quite facetious, and pounces upon weak
spots “like a duck on a June bug; nevertheless, a perusal of
his paper shows that he skillfully epitomizes the Proceedings
reviewed.

Alabama 1909 heads the list of fifty-two volumes reviewed.
Of Acting Grand High Priest John B. Christian the reviewer
says:

“His report of his stewardship showed that the sad bur-
den” (alluding to the death of the beloved and lamented G.
H. P., Robert W. Southerland, on account of whose death, he
extends earnest, fraternal sympathy to our Grand Chapter)
“had fallen on worthy shoulders.”

The rest of Comp. Fulkerson’s notice of Alabama—but let
the Companion speak for himself. Here is what he says:

“The correspondence report is again in the hands of that
genial writer, Companion William Yates Titcomb, and we are
oh! so sorry that we were not big enough to attract his no-
tice. He is such a genial, chatty old gentleman that we wish
we had gathered in the group of forty-nine Grand Chapters
which congregated around his knee this year. An even fifty
would not have made the crowd much Ilarger, Companion
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Titcomb, and we would have applauded every one of your
stories; we would have opened our eyes in wonder at all the
unusual things; we would have smiled at every one of your
“bless you my children;” we would have snuggled up close
and shivered if you had started one of those “one time there
was a bear” stories and, in fact, we have tried to be a good
child, we have kept our fingers, feet and nose clean and we
don’t see why we should be treated this way, but we are
going to try and be brave. We may sniff a little, choke a lit-
tle, and our delicate under lip may tremble a little, but we
are going to keep right on being good with the hope you may
Jet us, the little stranger, into the circle next time.”

Well! Well! After thanking the Companion for kind ex-
pressions personal to the writer, will he pardon us if we say
that the foregoing quotation reminds us of the title to one of
Shakespeare’s plays—“Much Ado About Nothing?”

Owing to previous illness of the writer, Grand Chapter gave
him time last year to complete his report, or so much thereof
as he could before it must go to the printer. A few Proceed-
ings had to be left for this year’s report, among those few
the “Disirict of Columbia” being included. However, it has
afforded Comp. Fulkerson a peg whereon to hang quite a
bunch of double entendre sayings. We take no offense thereat.

In the 1909 Proceedings, District of Columbia, no report by
‘Comp. Fulkerson appears. True, Comp. A. W. Johnston very
handsomely made his bow for him as correspondent to be.
"Then what should he kick about?

‘We are half inclined to think Comp. F. is poking fun at us
in that extravagant passage about the members of the Guild
gathering about our “knee.” We do not feel patriarchal by
‘any means,

But enough of this swell talk of ours.

Comp. Harrison of Delaware had in his conclusion said,
“‘May the God of our Fathers who has guided your past direct
your course for the future.” Companion Fulkerson thus places
‘a chip on his shoulder:

“We think this is placing an awful responsibility on God.
We can never believe He was in any way responsible for some

-of th'e Reports on Foreign Correspondence we have looked
«over.
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The General Grand High Priest, Joseph E. Dyas, was pre-
sented, received and welcomed in the usual manner. Like-
wise, the General Grand Principal Sojourner, Comp. Frederick
W. Craig. Also the Grand Representalives of twenty-eight
Grand Chapters, including our envoy, Comp. Wilbraham.

The Grand High Priest, in the eloguent exordium of his
address, makes it manifest that he is gifted with the poetic
temperament.

He paid glowing tribute to the departed Grand Officers—
Companions Samuel R. J. Hoyt and Herbert C. Shadbolt—
Grand Chaplain, and Grand Treasurer, respectively.

On the subject of the “New Code” the Grand High Priest
stated that the advance sheets of the same prepared by the
Grand Secretary, had been carefully edited and skillfully an-
notated by the Chairman of the Code Committee before being
printed. Furthar, that a circular had been sent to each High
Priest and each Secretary, requiring them to read the book
frem cover to cover, within thirty days after receipt of the
same, and to send to himself, within said period, a certificate,
signed and sealed, that such duty had been performed. Re-
sults had been very gratifying, He quoted the common motto,
“It is not so much to know the law as to know where to find
it.” Another circular issued, informed the Chapters that no
questions of law would be answered by himself or the Grand
Secretary, unless the questions certified to him the fact that
he had failed to find the law only affer thorough search of
the Code therefor. This is business, and is a real educator.

From the seven decisions of the Grand High Priest we sc-
lect the following for appearance in this paper:

“2, Companions residing in another Grand Jurisdiction
cannot affilinte with an Towa Chapter while residing in such
foreign Jurisdiction”

“3. There is no such thing known to Iowa, capitular Mason-
ry, 48 a life membership.”

“5. A Chapter has no right to donate any part of its funds
to a publie library. Masonic funds must be used for strictly
Masonic purposes.”

“7. The doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction is not recognized
in Towa capitular Masonry. When a rejected candidate re-





































































































































NEW JERSEY. 147

For very kind remark personal to himself, the writer is
very grateful, as also, he is, for the honor done him by the
reproduction, under Ohio, of his views concerning the pre-
rogative of the Grand High Priest.

The writer would have his readers see the scholarly and
well written “conclusion” by Companion Haines. Here it is:

“CONCLUSION."”

“The result of our endeavors to present for your considera-
tion an account of the chief occurrences and official utter-
ances of the year, with a few pertinent corollaries, is now
placed before you with the hope that its written form will
be found sufficiently entertaining to insure pursual. An
. unusual press of private affairs occasioned a delay in taking
up this work until the available time had nearly elapsed, and
after much of the material from which it was to be derived
had accumulated. This must explain its many shortcomings,
as well as the appearance of forms of expression of which the
writer will not be proud.

A retrospective view of the field just traversed gives no
just cause for discouragement. Distinet progress has been
made towards higher ideals of masonic duty and Masonic
privilege, and greater caution is displayed in the disregard
of the one and in the abuse of the other. Proofs of this are
found in the increased assiduity very generally declared to
exist in acquiring Masonic knowledge, and in seeking ex-
planations of the traditions and the fundamental principles
of Freemasonry; the greater and more successful efforts
exhibited in word and act by eminent and gifted Crafts-
men to illustrate the true genius of the Institution; the
establishment of libraries of Masonic information, the use of
which must incite to nobler aspirations and higher attain-
ments; the more evident care evinced in matters of Lodge
history and biography, and their more complete and available
registration; the more frequent and prudent resistance to
temptation to give authority for forming new Chapters in
localities where doubt exists as to their permanency and
continued usefulness; the better fulfillment of the Master's
will in the exhibition of that spirit of benevolence which has
its manifestation in the establishment of Homes and other
eleemosynary institutions fo shield the worthy unfortunare
from the effects of penury and the chilling neglect of the
world; and the growing tendency to discountenance time
serving practices unwarranted by the spirit of our law and
inimical to our best interests, concerning which the late la-
mented Reuben C. Lemmon, when General Grand High Priest,
in a decision approved by a most intelligent and conscientious
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“The Grand Secretary, as usual, gives a good report.” He
is also very polite to the writer, calling his report “efficient
work.”

We prize Companion Southgate’s good opinion, and tender
grateful acknowledgment for the same.

He reviews forty-five Grand Jurisdictions. Here is his
“conclusion:”

“For more than a quarter of a century we have been loox-
ing over new fields of the Capitular Rite. We have seen
the green grass, the waving grain, the seed time and the
harvest, in some bountiful, in others not so good and in oth-
ers poor.. Various obstacles have been encountered, such as
too much rain here, too much drought there—the workmen
were sometimes neglectful or uninterested, but when the
ground has been well tilled by an intelligent force the crops
have been good and the yield abundant. Yet, oh! so many
of these good and skillful workmen have laid aside their
working tools and left the field to return no more. In their
day, they wrought well, sowed good seed and are even now
reaping the results of their labors. ‘He that goeth forth and
weepeth bearing precious seed, should doubtless come again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." Glorious in-
deed will be the meeting on some glad day, with all these
workmen who have toiled for the good of Masonry and again
sit around the table to go out no more forever. May we be
one of the number.”

Comp. J. W. Shuford. M.". E.". Grand High Priest.
Comp. James C. Munds, R.". E.". Grand Secretary.

NORTH DAKOTA.
20TH ANNUAL—GREAT Forgks—JUNE, 1909,

Comp. Frank H. Sprague, M.. E.’. Grand High Priest.
Chartered Chapters, 15; U. D., 2; Members, 1,932—net gain,
97.

At the Convocation here reviewed, all the Grand Officers
were present, except the G. P. S. and the G. S. Ten Past
Grand High Priests were in attendance, as also were twenty-
five Grand Representatives (in the column of Grand Repre-
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High Priesthood in 1856, doubtless not much, if any, later,
than received by Companion Hacker, whom the writer knew
personally.

The Grand Chapter of Indiana was not organized until 1845
whilst the Grand Chapter of Ohio was organized in 1816,
and in that year and in 1817 Deputy General Grand High
Priest Thomas Smith Webb installed the officers of the Grand
Chapter of Ohio. The officers in both instances were install-
ed in public with much ceremony, but no mention whatever
is made of the Order of High Priesthood, which has never in
Ohio heen made a prerequisite or an essential qualification of
the High Priest of a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. Among
the early Masonic friends of the writer were a number whose
years and experience carried them back near a half century,
hence with impressions received from them, and his own
more than half a century’s participation in Capitular affairs,
he feels justified in his conclusion.

In his review of Connecticut he says, in re their method
of work in Nebraska, that—

“Our Law of Royal Arch Masonry in Nebraska expressly
provides: ‘It is not necessary to open a Chapter preliminary
to opening a lodge of Mark, Past, or Most Excellent Masters.”
Another provision requires the presence of nine members to
open a Chapter, eight to open a Lodge of Mark Masters, and
seven a Lodge of Past Masters, or Most Excellent Masters,
and we can see no necessity for opening a Chapter when a
special meeting is called to confer either of the first three
degrees.”

The principle is undoubtedly correct, and. with the excep-
tion of the necessary number in the three Lodges for a quo-
rum—which has varied—the method is doubtless that of its
earliest observance in the United States.

In his review of New Hampshire he says, in reply to Rev.
Comp. Josiah L. Seward, chairman of Committee on Foreign
Correspondence, in re the possession of the Order of High
Priesthood as a prerequisite to installation of a High Priest”:

“He regards our law on the subject of the possession of the
Order of High Priesthood as a prerequisite to installation or
a High Priest, ‘a hard and fast rule’ He regards such a
requirement as ‘hardly justifiable’ He doubtless does not
know that such a rule was incorporated into the first consti-
tution of the General Grand Chapter, and there it remained
for more than fifty years.”

In Webb's Monitor, Edition of 1808, it is sfated that a
meeting of the General Grand Chapter “was holden at the
city of Middletown (Conn.), commencing on the 9th day of
January. 1806” (page 191), and on page 194 it is stated that
“The General Grand Chapter then resolved itself into a com-
mittee of the whole upon the General Royal Arch Constitu-
tion,” at which time it is stated that it was “ratified and con-
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firmed.” and then follows a copy of the “Constitution” as
adopted in 1806. A careful examination of that paper fails
to show a single instance in which the term “Order of High
Priest” or Order of High Priesthood is used or referred to;
neither is it referred to in the enumeration of the General
Grand or State Grand Officers or those of a Subordinate
Chapter.

The whole inference seems to be drawn from the state-
ment, on page 208, in the Ceremonies Constituting a new
Chpater, when the High Priest is being installed, after he has
made the necessary responses, and after the prayer: “All the
Companions except the High Priests and Past High Priests
are requested to withdraw, whilst the new High Priest is
solemnly bound to the performance of his duties; and after
the performance of other necessary ceremonies not proper to
be written, they are permitted to return.”

There is no statement then or afterwards that that clause in
an installation ceremony was a requirement for the reception
of the Order of High Priesthood, or that it even referred to
that Order—ecertainly not to any full ceremonial of High
Priesthood. The General Grand Chapter itself, however, defi-
nitely settled any such inference or requirement in 1853, over
a half century ago, by the promulgation of its decisions:

1 “That it is not competent for the General Grand Chapter
to define the duties or powers of a Council of High Priests.”

2. “It is not necessary to receive the Order of High Priest-
hood to discharge the duties and powers of a presiding officer
of a Chapter.” Proc., 1853. “Reprint,” pp. 318-328.

As M. E.". Companion Thomas Smith Webb, as Deputy
General Grand High Priest, assisted in the organization of
the M.". E.". Grand Chapter of Ohio in 1816, and subsequently
became a member of Horeb Chapter No. 3. of Worthington,
Ohio, and his business partner, M.". E.". Comp. John Snow,
was one of the early Grand High Priests in Ohio and subse-
quently an officer in the General Grand Chapter, if there had
been any such requirement it would certainly have been pro-
mulgated or some known effort made for its enforcement.

Of the early Grand High Priests, the writer knew person-
ally its eleventh., M.". BE.".Comp. James Gates, of Lancaster;
its fourteenth. M.". E.". Comp. William J. Rees, of Lancaster;
its sixteenth, M.’. E.". Comp. William B. Thrall, of Circle-
ville; its eighteenth, M.". E.". Comp. William B. Hubbard. of
Columbus; its twentieth, M.". BE.". Comp. Jacob Graff, of Cin-
cinnati, and each Grand High Priest of the M.’. E.". Grand
Chapter of Ohio elected since that administration.

Desiring that M.". E.". Comp. Phelps should have actual his-
tory instead of inferences upon which to predicaie an opin-
ion, but not in any controversial spirit whatever, your Com-
mittee has given more space to this discussion than intended.
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OREGON.

\

4911 ANNUAL—PORTLAND—JUNE, 1909.

Comp. Albert H. Steiner, M.". E.". Grand High Priest. Char-
tered Chapters, 27; U. D.. 2; Members, 2.774—gain, 184,

It is pleasant to note that our diplomat was present, as one
of the 49 Grand Representatives answering roll-call. Eleven
Past Grand High Priests also answered “Here.”

The Grand High Priest, in his address, said

“Nothing out of the ordinary has occurred during the past
year, in our Grand Jurisdiction, affecting the interests of
Royal Arch Masonry unfavorably.”

He announced the death of two Past Grand High Priests of
his Jurisdiction, viz.: M.". E.". Comps. John H. F. Irvine and
R. F. Gibons. He also remembered the other fraternal dead.

He had granted dispensations for organizing two new
Chapters. He had also granted seven special dispensations—
four of them for conferring degrees in less than statutory
time.

He reported no decisions: true he had been asked a large
number of questions, but those had been answered by referr-
ing the questions to existing laws.

Exacting business engagements had debarred him the
pleasure of making many official visits.

His two recommendations were of local interest only.

M.". BE.". Comp. John M. Hodson presented his annual Re-
rert on Correspondence, which was adopted and ordered
printed with the Proceedings.

The Grand Treasurer’s balance cash on hand was the
sum of $1,527.22.

The Grand Secretary stated that all the Chapters had
made returns. He also reported as in his possession $7,000.00
worth of stock (paid up) of the Masonic Building Association
of Portland, Oregon.

The Annual Address of Grand Lecturer O. P. Coshow had
for its subject. “Capitular Masonry,” and the Orator skill-
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“DECISIONS."

“Neither the Treasurer nor the Secretary can hold an ap-

pointed office in a Chapter.”

“A written objection to a petitioner is not valid. The ob-
jection must be made personally in open Chapter.”

“None but the work as authorized by the Grand High
Priest, and exemplified in the Grand Chapter, is permissible
in this Jurisdiction.”

“A Companion recommending a petitioner for membership
must, by examination or proper avouchment, ascertain, if the
petitioner has received all the Capitular Degrees, required by
the Jurisdiction of Pennsylvania.”

“A Companion recommending a petitioner for degrees and
membership must have Masonic information that the appli-
cant is a Master Mason and has been passed to the chair.
A recommendation, without such knowledge is a Masonic of-
fense.,” (Italics ours.)

To the second decision we respectfully demur, holding to
the right of private objection.

As to the fifth ruling, so far as the clause, ‘has been passed
to the chair,” makes a requirement therein, we, with all due
respect, must regard it as an innovation, unless we are woe-
fully ignorant of Capitular law. In practice, the old require-
ment of having passed the chair, has long since been elimi-
nated from eligibility for the Chapter degrees, we think.

The Grand High Priest had issued several dispensations—
all within his rights as chief executive.

He had made several official visitations, and a number of
informal visits—the latter mostly to Philadelphia Chapters.
He had constituted two new Chapters, which he thought very
promising. ‘

His condemnation of political methods in Masonry—elec-
tioneering for office, was most just and timely.

He commemorated the lives of three worthies who had
passed into the beyond, viz., Stephen H. Appleton, Alexander
H. Morgan, and Robert F. Martin.

The Grand High Priest said:

“A beautiful In Memoriam on P. G. H. P, M.". B.". Comp.
Alexander H. Morgan, will be read at this Annual Grand

Communication, by Companion Stockton Bates, and published
in full in the Proceedings.”
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wishes as to our continued good health and life work. (At
this writing, we are, thank God, almost in sight of our 84th
milestone.)

The “conclusion” is from the ready pen of Comp. Stockton
Bates. With most of his effusions we are in sympathy. Let
us, however, not forget that symbolic expressions are the nat-
ural—no, not natural, but peculiar language of Masonry.

But, Comp. Bates shall speak for himself, Here are his
well written utterances closing these reports :

“A layman once asked what was the nature of the work in
process and was told that it was ‘A Review of the Published
Proceedings of other Grand Chapters for publication in the
proceedings of the Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter of Penu-
sylvania and Masonic Jurisdiction thereunto Belonging.” He
looked somewhat dazed for a few moments and then exclaim-
ed—What a magnificant procession of sonorous, inspiring but
unintelligible words!" These words, however, are but the
plain words of a ftitle. What, therefore, could be said of the
imagery and symbolism with which so mueh of our Masonic
writings are adorned (7).

From our reading of the Proceedings of the Several Juris-
dictions.

Thanks are not rendered to God for His care over us, but
supplications are “offered to the Grand High Priest of the
Universe.” Our Companions do not die, but “Pass the inner
veil of the Tabernacle.” Annual meefings are not held. bul
Masons “Congregate in annual grand convocations or commu-
nications.” The organization is a “Fraternity,” but each Ju-
risdiction “inter-communes with sister Grand Jurisdictions.”
Degrees are not conferred on a number of applicants, but on
“classes,” “teams,” ‘‘schools,” ete.

Is there not a danger of our speech becoming turgid and
unmeaning?

A young college student once presented a thesis for criti-
cism to a friendly professor. The student, fresh from his
‘study of the dead languages, expressed his thoughts in high-
sounding, many syllabled words of Greek and Latin origin.
After listening awhile the professor said, “What did you mean
when you wrote that sentence?”’ The student answered in
‘good Anglo-Saxon that he meant so and so. “Well, why
didn't you say so?” replied the professor. Thus sentence after
sentence was read and the same question asked and answered;
the professor replying with increasing insistence, “Well, Why?
Wuay? WHY? didn’t you say so?”’ Finally, the lesson learned,
the student recast his thesis in simpler but more effective lan-
guage.

Does not this anecdote teach a lesson?”
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SCOTLAND.
QUARTERLY CONVOCATION—EDINBURGH—JUNE, 1909,

Comp. Chas. Martin Hardie, D. G. Z., as Grand Z. The
proceedings of this Convocation were routine in character,
and may be passed by as not interesting outsiders. We note
that, among a number of others, the published Proceedings
of the Grand Chapter of Alabama had heen received with
thanks of the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland.

The Auditor’s report showed an increase for the period
1909-10, in income, amounting to $838.94, and, August 27,
1909, balance in bank was the sum of $2,322.20.

The systematic benevolences of our Scottish Brethren and
Companions show the great advantage of system over spas-
modic effort.

The Provinecial Report from one of the Provinces (Glas-
gow) illustrates this statement. The report embraces too
many figures to admit of its insertion in our own review.

SCOTLAND.

Quarterly Convocation of Grand Chapter was held in Edin-
burgh, September 17, 1909.

Comp. R. M. Stewart, M.". E.". Grand Z.

The Grand Z. announced in feeling terms the death of
Companion A. Orr Deas, Grand Treasurer.

At this Convocation charters were granted to two new
Chapters.

The sum of $100.00 was granted to the widow or a Com-
panion.

The vacant office of Grand Treasurer was filled ad interim.

Routine business occupied the attention of the Supreme
Grand Chapter, after which the same was closed in Ample
Form.

Comp. R. K. Stewart, M.". E.". Grand Zerubbabel.

Comp. R. S. Brown, M.". E.". Grand Scribe Ezra.


























































































































































OUR FRATERNAL DEAD

Tuscaloosa No. 1: Sam T. Palmer, May 24, 1910, aged
83 years.

Montgomery No. 22: John D. Goins, July 30, 1910,
aged 58 years.

Eufaula No. 24: John W. Tullis, Dec. 18, 1909, aged
G9Y years

Courtland No. 25: W. T. Simmons, aged 80 years;
E. Y. McGregor, Aug. 4, 1910, aged 60 years.

Union No. 26: George W. Pollard, Oct. 2, 1910, aged
64 years.

Decatur No. 38: Calvin Brown, July 28, 1910, aged
80 years.

Camden No. 40: Raphael O. Semmes, Feb., 1910, aged
30 years.

Tyrian No. 54: Hansford B. Cowart, Nov. 10, 1909,

aged 57 years; Stephen A. Pilley, Nov. 15, 1909,

aged T3 years.
Dadeville No, 56: James H. Lowery, Dec. 29, 1909,
aged 70 years; James M, Smith, Feb. 17, 1910,

o=

aged 77 years; William O. Shepard, Aug. 27.
1910, aged 37 years.

Hillabee No. 79: Lorenzo D. Welch, Feb. 27, 1910,
aged 42 years.

Myles J. Greene No. 80: Charles W. Shearer, Jan. 26,
1910, aged 77 years.

Coosa No. 86: Rudolphus O. Randall, Feb. 24, 1910,
aged T0 years.

Springville No. 88: Allen Reavis.

Ben Bricken No. 99: Aaron B. Brooks, May 15, 1910,
aged 51 years; Thomas A. Sikes, May 21, 1910,
aged T8 years.
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OUR FRATERNAL DEAD

Mineral City No. 101: John L. Baird, Jan. 12, 1910,
aged 36 years; James N. Collins, Aug. 18, 1910,
aged 42 years; William R. Dillard, Oct. 23,
1909, aged 44 years; Francis M. Roof, March
14, 1910, aged 47 years; Charles Wheelock,
Sept. 24, 1910, aged 76 years.

Sylacauga No. 104: L. H. Crumpler, Feb. 14, 1910,
aged 67 years: P. J. McAdory, Jan. 8, 1910,
aged 76 years.

Anniston No. 105: James H. Brickhouse, Dec. 11.
1909, aged 72 years; James T. Greene, April
10, 1910, aged 63 years.

Ft. Payne No. 107: William Chitwood, May 26, 1910,
aged 82 years.

Jessemer No, 110:  Frederick W. Barkis, Oct. 24, 1909,
aged 28 years,

Dothan No. 113: Michael Cody, Aug. 10, 1910, aged
88 years.

Jasper No. 118: Robert W. Long, Oct. 1, 1910, aged
46 years.

Cunningham No. 120: Robt. Keller, Nov. 1, 1909, aged
43 years,

Heflin No. 128: Marcus L. Snow, March 8, 1910, aged
86 years.

Enterprise No. 133: Glenn Parks, July, 1909, aged
50 years.

Samson No. 137: William J. Savage. July 21, 1910,
aged 52 years.

Columbia No. 138: J. B. Hasty, April 23, 1910; W. H.
Pencill, Jan. 15, 1910; Y. W. Smith, Feb,
16, 1910.

(241)
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