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P R O C E E D IN G S
OF T H E

Grand Royal flroli Gtiapter o! ftlabama
Seventij-First Annual Convocation

H E L D  A T

MONTGOMERY, DECEMBER 6 th  & 7 th ,  1897 ,  ft. I. 2 4 2 7 .

The G rand Royal A rch C hapter of A labam a met in 
A nnual Convocation a t Masonic Temple, in Montgomery, 
December 6th, a t 10 o’clock A . M .

PRESENT.

J O S IA II  J e r n i g a n _________

W i l l i a m  J .  R h o d e s  _____

E d w a r d S. G a t c h e l l ______

W i l l i a m  W . S c r e w s  a s _____

W i l l i a m  H .  D i n g l e y _______

H .  C l a y  A r m s t r o n g ________

J a m e s  M . M a s o n  a s _________

C h a r l e s  R .  B r i c k e n ________

G e o r g e  A . B e a u c h a m p _____

B a s i l M. H i l l _______________

W i l l i a m  E .  O a k l e y ______

L e w  L a z a r u s ________________

T h o m a s  J .  T h o m a s o n ________

■Ch a r l e s  A . A l l e n __________

_ M .\ E . \  G ran d  H . P riest. 
_ M ,\ E . \ Dep. G ra n d H . P riest.
_ R .\ E . \  G ran d  K ing .
_ R .\ E . -. G ran d  Scribe.
_ R .\ E . \  G ran d  T reasurer.
. R . \  E .-. G rand  Secretary. 

-_ R .\ E .-. G ran d  C haplain .
,_ R .\ E .-. G rand  C apt, of H o st. 
. I'V. G ran d P. Sojourner.

. . E . \  G rand  R . A. C ap ta in . 
,_ E .\  G ran d  M. of 3rd V ail.
. _ E .\  G ran d  M. o f 2nd V ail. 
-_ E .\  G rand  M. o f 1s t V ail.
. _E .-. G rand  Sentinel.
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PAST GRAND OFFICERS.

H . C l a y  A r m s t r o n g _____________ _ M .\ E . \  G ran d  H . P riest.
J a m e s E . C o b b ,_________ M .-. E .-. G r a n d H . P r i e s t .

W i l l i a m  W . S c r e w s ________________M . \  E . \  G rand  H . P riest.
W i l l i a m  S . F o s t e r _________________M . \  E . \  G r a n d  H .  P r i e s t .

J o h n  G . H a r r i s  _____ :__________ M . \  E . \  G r a n d  H .  P r i e s t .

J a m e s  T . B e c k ____________________M .\  E . -. G ran d  H . P r ie s t.
J a m e s  M . R r u n d i d g e ____________ R .'.  E . \  G ran d  K in g .
P a l m e r  J .  P i l l a n s  R -'- E . '.  G ran d  Scribe.

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  O F O T H E R  G R A N D  C H A P T E R S  

N E A R  T H E  G R A N D  C H A P T E R  O F  A L A B A M A .

N ew ell M. T h o rn to n ________________________A rk an sas.
W illiam  Y . T itc o m b ________________________C onnecticu t.
Jo s ia h  J e rn ig a n _____________________________In d ia n  Territory
W illiam S m a w ----------------- ---------------------------Io w a .
Jo h n  G. H a r r i s  ------------------------------------- K ansas.
E d w a rd  S. G a tc h e ll ---------------------------- K en tu ck y .
P a lm e r J .  P i l la n s ___________________________L o u isian a .
W illiam  J .  R h o d e s . .________________________ M aine.
W illia m  S. F o s te r------------   M ary lan d .
N ew ton N . P o lk ____________________________M issouri.
C harles R . B ric k e n __________________________N evada .
W illiam  E . O ak ley --------------------------------------- Ohio.
G eorge A . B e a u c h a m p ---------------------------------- Oregon.
H e n ry  H . M a tth e w s ______________ ...Q uebec.
Jam es T. B eck ______________________________ R hode Is la n d .
George P . H a r r i s o n ------------------------------- T exas.
Ja m e s E . C obb______________________________V erm o n t.
P h ilip  C. C an d id u s__________________________V irg in ia .

A nd H igh Priests, K ings, Scribes and Proxies from 
Subordinate C hapters as follows:

No. 10 T u scu m b ia_________  A . M. M oody*--------------- H . P .

12 M arion J . O. B a ile y ___________ .H .  P .
F . H . B ates*___________ K .

( J . P . M cQ u een *   H . P .
A . P . S m ith * __________K .

“  21 M obile_____________  W illiam  S. F o s te r* _____ H . P .

*Proxies.

19 M t. M o riah .



(• C bas. R . W e stc o tt----------H . P .
“  22 M o n tg o m ery________-] R ubt. S. T e a g u e ------------- K .

( W arren  D. B ro w n --------- S.
f W illiam  J .  R h o d es--------H . P .

“  23 T a lla d e g a -----------------j  Jo h n  R  B a r r e t t________ K.
■ .  „ , r George A . B e a u c h a m p — H . P .

24 E u f a u l a ----------------\H i r a m  H . H a w k in s* .— K .
“ 25 C o u rtla n d ------------------ Reese B. P orter1'  H . P.

. f Jo h n  B . C h ris tia n ---------- H . P .
“  26 U n io n --------------------- j  L ouis j  A d le r__________ K .

T , f T h o m as P . W h itb y ---------H . P .
“  28 Sts. J o h n ----------------- j  E d w a rd  S. G atchell*____ K .
“  38 D e c a tu r_____________  W illiam  E . O ak ley ------- H . P .
“  40 C a m d e n _____________  Sol D. B loch* H . P .

( Jo s iah  J e r n ig a n  -H . P.
11 54 T y ria n  _____________ -j F . J .  C ow art*----------------- K-

{ E li ja h  S. W h aley * ---------S.
“  56 Z e ru b b ab e l._ J .  M . S m ith *  H . P .( W . H . R obertson  H . P .
■“  63 C l a y t o n . . . . ................ . W .A . S tew art  -------------K .

( T. F . P itts* _____________ S.
“  64 C e n tr a l_ Thos. J .  H o sk in g s*  H . P .

( J o h n  N . S ansbury*  H . P .
71 L a n d m a rk _______ 1 W illiam A. A rnold* K .

( J . F . L ew is*____________ S.
•“  79 H il la b e e _ J o h n  T. A dcock* H . P .

„  , , I H . C lay A rm stro n g  H . P .
"  80 M yles J . G reene . . . .  |  Ja m e s M ad iso n * _____ K .
“  85 G asto n ______________  Jo h n  N . G ilm ore----------- S.
“  88 S p rin g v ille --------- — B asil M . H il l  H . P .

, . ( W illia m  T. D u k e  H . P .
“  92 N o ta s u lg a --------------- |  Benj H  M ay*__________ K .
“  93 C o lu m b u s___________  Jam es S. E d w a rd s  H . P .

„ ^  . . „  ,, ( George L . S m i th  H . P .
“ 96 D an ie l P r a t t ------------ |  j ^ e p ^  B . Beii*__________ K .
•“ 99 T hom as M. B r a g g . . .  C harles R . B rick eu  H . P .
“ 100 R ock  M ills__________  J .  A. W ald en *  H . P.

. f C. E . M eg lem ry  H . P .
“  101 M ineral C ity —  { L ew  L azarus*  _____ -K .
“  106 G r a h a m ____________  T. J . T h o m aso n  H . P .
■“  107 F o rt P a y n e ______—  W illiam  T. F u lle r* --------- H . P .

(N .  N . P o lk *  H . P .
“  108 P r a t tC i ty ___________ -j T. H . Moore*------------------ K .

(R o b e rt F . L o v e lad y -------S.
,  f W . L . C lark*  H . P .

«  109 B locton -------------------\  J .  M. R ay , J r . . . . ..........  K .
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O P E N E D .

The Most Excellent G rand Eoyal A rch C hapter was 
opened in Am ple Form. 

P rayer by the R . \  E.-. and Rev. G rand Chaplain. 
The M .\  E . \  G rand H igh P riest delivered his A nnual 

Address, and it was referred to a Special Committee.

C O M M IT T E E  O N  G R A N D  H IG H  P R IE S T ’S A D D R E S S . 

W . W . S c r e w s ,

W i l l i a m  S. F o s t e r ,
H . C l a y  A r m s t r o n g .

GRAND H IG H  PR IE ST ’S A N N U A L ADDRESS.

C o m p a n i o n s  o p  t h e  G r a n d C h a p t e r  :

S ince w e la s t assem bled  in  G ran d  C onvocation, an o th e r year, 
lik e  a ro lling  billow  upon  th e  shoreless ocean of tim e , h as  v a n -
ished  in to  th e  m ists  o f th e  past. I t s  even ts h av e  becom e m a t-
te rs  of his to ry ; its  acts are irrevocably fixed. T hey  w ill confron t 
u s  in  th e  g rea t hereafter, ap p rov ing  or condem ning . I f  o u r 
lives have been conform ed to th e lo fty teach in g of M asonry , if
th e y  have  been  m odeled  a fte r th e  v irtues th e re in  incu lcated , w e 
m a y  confiden tly  face our actions a t  a n y  b ar of ju d g m e n t, te m -
p oral or e te rnal.

I  greet you, C om panions, w ith  pleasure a n d  g ra titu d e —pleas-
u re  to  renew  th e  sw eet associations of by-gone days, a n d  g rate-
fu l th a t , a fter a  year of perils a n d  disasters, so m a n y  of u s  a re  
p e rm itte d  to  convene in  our a n n u a l assem blage. I t  has indeed  
been a year o f peril. W ar, p lague  a n d  fam ine  have  p revailed  
in  various p a rts  of th e  w orld, a n d  th e  n a tio n s h av e  been sorely 
afflicted. I n  o u ro w n  beloved land , th a t  d read  pestilence “ w h ich  
w a lk e th  in  d arkness a n d  w aste th  a t n o o n d ay ,” has le ft its  pa ll 
of sorrow over m a n y a hom e. E v e n th is beau tifu l c ity , our
M asonic as w ell as our civic cap ita l, has n o t been spared . B u t 
a  few  days since its  thoroughfares w ere deserted, a  shadow  of 
gloom  a n d  desolation h u n g  over it, a n d  th e  yellow  ensign  o f 
te rro r a n d  despair floated a t  m a n y  of its  th resho lds. B u t, th a n k
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God, th e  pa ll has been lifted  a n d  th e  te rro r h as  passed. P a r-
alyzed in d u s try  a n d  com m erce have  been restored; sm iles a n d  
cheery  greetings have  succeeded d ay s of foreboding an d  sadness.

O u t o f th is  fearful ordeal has come a sw eet a n d  glorious con-
solation, for w h ich we m a y all th a n k G od a n d ta k e courage.
T h is consolation is d raw n  from  th e  m a n y  noble exam ples o f
self-sacrifice a n d  heroic devotion to d u ty , w h ich  th e  prevalence 
o f th e  plague afforded us. Those g ran d  m en  a n d  w om en w ho  
elected  to s tay  a t  th e  post of d u ty  a n d  face d e a th  th a t  th e y  m ig h t 
feed th e  s ta rv in g  poor, m in is te r  to  th e  s tricken  a n d  sm ooth  th e  
p illow of d ea th , have earned th e la s tin g g ra titu d e of th e ir fellows
a n d  d em o n stra ted  th e  G od-like possibilities o f h u m a n  n a tu re . 
N o  m a n  can  do a h ig h e r or nobler th in g  th a n  th e y  have  done. 
T heir conduct gives us a  sp len d id  illu s tra tio n  o f th e  sp irit a n d  
teach ings o f M asonry.

T he  year, n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  p rov iden tia l d raw backs, has 
been a  fa irly  prosperous one for th e  O rder. Ju d g in g  from  th e  
num erous requests th a t  h ave  been m ad e  for a u th o r ity  to confer 
Degrees o u t of s ta tu to ry  tim e, I  th in k  th e  g ro w th  in  m em ber-
sh ip  w ill com pare favorably w ith  form er years.

O u r  F r a t e r n a l  D e a d .

S ince ou r la s t C onvocation th e  A ngel o f D ea th  has v isited  our 
Ju risd ic tio n  a n d  tak e n  from  us som e of our best-loved C om pan-
ions, am o n g  w hom  are th e  follow ing:

C om panions Jo h n  W . M enefee, of F u lto n  C h ap te r No. 32, 
d ied M ay 29, 1897.

L a F a y e tte H enderson , of M ineral C ity C hap ter N o. 101. died
A pril 28, 1897.

W illia m  F . D avis, d ied  Dec. 21, 1896, aged 68; Jo h n  H . Poole, 
d ied J a n . 27, 1897, aged 69, of M arion C h ap te r N o. 12.

D u n can  D ew , J r .,  of M t. M oriah  C h ap te r N o. 19, d ied  O ct. 9, 
1897, aged  66.

R ich a rd  R . H u n ley , o f T alladega C hap ter No. 23, d ied  J u n e  
14, 1897, aged 70.

D an ie l B. C am pbell, of C ourtland  C h ap te r No. 25, died Dee. 
1, 1896, aged 62.

Theodore A. H a ll, of S ts. Jo h n  C h ap te r N o. 28, d ied------
Jo h n  R . M cDowell, of C am den  C h ap te r No. 40, d ied Feb. 7, 

1897, aged 84.
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P . M. F an ch e r, of C en tra l C h ap te r N o. 64, d ied J u n e  16,1897, 
aged 81.
. George H . T hom as, o f L a n d m a rk  C h ap te r N o. 71, d ied F eb . 1, 
1897, aged  52.

I n  o th er G ran d  Ju risd ic tio n s th e  follow ing illu strious a n d  
honored  C om panions have  gone to  th e ir  final repose since our 
la s t C o n v o ca tio n :

M .\  E . \  C om panion  J o h n  S h e rm an  C astle, P a s t G ran d  H ig h  
P rie s t of th e  G ran d  C h ap te r of C onnecticu t, d ied  a t  W ate rb u ry , 
N ov. 11, 1896, aged 63 years.

' M .\  E . \  C om panion Sylvester L am son  Stockbridge, o f M ary -
lan d , P a s t D ep u ty  G rand  H ig h  P rie s t of th e  G ran d C hap ter,
d ied Feb. 11, 1897, aged 55 years.

R . \  E . \  C om panion  A n d rew  M artin  W olih in , G ran d  Secre-
ta ry  of th e  G ran d  C h ap te r of G eorgia, d ied  F eb . 22, 1897.

M . \ E . \ C om panion H arv ey V in a l, P a s t G ran d H ig h P rie s t
o f th e  G rand  C h ap te r of Ohio, d ied  F eb . 17, 1897, aged 80 years.

R . \  E . \  C om panion  George S. Jones, G rand  Scribe o f th e  
G ran d  C h ap te r of In d ia n a , d ied A ug. 26, 1897, aged 56 years.

INI.'. E . \  C om panion R obert B all, P a s t G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t o f 
th e  G ran d  C h ap te r of th e  D istric t of C olum bia, d ied  M arch  23, 
1897, aged 70 years.

M .\  E . \  C om panion  H e rm a n  L ouis E m m o n s, J r ., P a s t G rand  
H ig h P rie s t o f th e  G ran d  C h ap te r of M ary lan d , d ied  A pril 9, 
1897, aged 65 y ears .

M .\  E . \  C om panion  Ja m e s  B u rn h a m  H ovey , P a s t G ran d  
H ig h  P riest of th e  G ran d  C h ap te r of Ohio, d ied  A pril 25, 1897, 
aged 71 years.

M .\  E . \  C om panion Jam es M. H u tch in so n , P a s t G rand  H ig h  
P riest of th e  G ran d  C h ap te r of Illin o is , d ied Sept. 2, 1897, aged 
56 years.

I  w ould respectfu lly  suggest th a t  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r ta k e  such  
ac tio n  w ith  reference to  th e  decease o f our la te  C om panions as 
m a y  be due to  th e ir  exa lted  positions in  th e  Tabernacle.

S p e c i a l D i s p e n s a t i o n s .

O n D ecem ber 10, 1898, I  g ra n te d  a  special D ispensation  to 
H illab ee  C h ap te r No. 79 to  elect officers for th e  cu rren t M asonic 
y ear, th e  C h ap te r h av ing , for good a n d  sufficient reasons, failed
to  elect a t  th e  tim e  prescribed  by law .
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O n D ecem ber 29, 1896, I g ran ted a special D ispensation to
C lay to n  C hap ter No. 63 to  receive a n d  ballo t on th e  pe titions of 
th re e  ap p lican ts  for th e  degrees, an d , if elected, to  confer th e  
degrees a t  once.

O n A p ril 1, 1897, I  g ran ted a special D ispensation  to  M ineral 
C ity  C h ap te r N o. 101 to  ballo t upon th e  pe titio n s of, a n d  if  
elected to confer th e degrees on, six can d id a tes o u t of s ta tu to ry
tim e.

O n M ay 8, 1897, I  g ran ted  a  special D ispensation  to  M ont-
gom ery  C h ap te r No. 22 to  receive a n d  ballo t upon  th e  pe titio n  
o f  one can d id a te  a t  th e  sam e C onvocation.

O n J u ly  16, 1897, I  g ran ted  a special D ispensation  to M yles J . 
G reene C h ap te r No. 80 to  elect officers, th e  sa id  C h ap te r, for 
good cause show n, h av in g failed to elect officers a t th e tim e
prescribed by law .

On A u g u st 9, 1897, I  g ran ted  a special D ispensation  to  T hom as 
M. B ragg  C h ap te r No. 99 to receive a n d ballo t upon th e  pe titions 
of, a n d  if  elected, confer th e  degrees on, five ap p lican ts  a t  th e  
sam e C onvocation.

On O ctober 27, 1897, I g ran ted a special D ispensation to Cen-
tr a l  C h ap te r N o. 64 to elect officers, th e  said- C hapter, for good 
cause show n, h a v in g  failed  to  elect officers a t  th e  tim e  prescribed 
b y  law .

G r a n d R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s N e a r O t h e r G r a n d C h a p t e r s .

O n F eb ru a ry  1, 1897, I  issued a C om m ission ap p o in tin g  E . \  
C om panion  C harles P . O ’C onnor as our R epresen ta tive  n ear th e  
G ra n d  C h ap te r of Quebec, v ice A ngus G ran t, our form er R epre-
sen ta tiv e , deceased.

O n F eb ru a ry  13,1897, I  issued  a  C om m ission ap p o in tin g  E . \  
C o m p an io n  D avid  Sm all, of C harlo tte tow n, our R epresen ta tive  
n ea r th e  G ran d  C h ap te r of N ova Scotia.

O n O ctober 13, 1897, I  issued a  Com m ission ap p o in tin g  E . \  
C om pan ion  W illiam  M cM illan, of V irg in ia  C ity, our R epre-
se n ta tiv e  n ear th e  G ran d  C h ap te r of N evada.

G r a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  N e a r t h e  G r a n d  C h a p t e r  

o f A l a b a m a .

I have recom m ended th e follow ing C om panions as R epre-
sen ta tiv es  of o th er G ran d  C h ap te rs  n ear th is  G ran d  C hap ter:
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C anada—E . \  C om panion  W illiam  E . O akley, D ecatur.
D istric t of C olum bia—E . \  C om panion O scar J . Cohen, M obile.
Illin o is—R . \  E . \  C om panion  George F . Moore, M ontgom ery .
N ova Scotia—E . \  C om panion  L ouis J .  A dler, U n io n to w n .
Io w a—E . \  C om panion W illiam  S m aw , G reensboro.
V erm o n t—M .\  E . \  C om panion  Jam es E . Cobb, Tuskegee.

D e c i s i o n s .

T here has been b u t one question of M asonic law  su b m itte d  to  
m e  d u rin g  th e  year.

H eld : T h a t a  can d id a te  for th e  C h ap te r degrees, w hose leg h a s  
been a m p u ta te d  betw een th e  k nee  a n d  an k le  jo in ts , w ho uses a 
cork leg a n d  can conform to  all th e  requ irem en ts of th e  degrees, 
can be legally m ad e a R oyal A rch M ason.

O f f i c i a l  V i s i t a t i o n s .

I  regret to say  th a t  i t  has n o t been possible for m e to m ak e  
a n y  official v isits to  th e  C hap ters  o f our Ju risd ic tio n  d u rin g  th e  
y ear on accoun t o f pressing  business engagem en ts. H ow ever, 
by special in v ita tio n , in co m p an y  w ith  ou r R . \  E . \  G ran d  Sec-
re ta ry , I v isited T hom as M, B ragg C h ap te r N o. 99, situ a ted a t
L uverne , A la ., a n d  assisted in  conferring  th e  C h ap te r degrees 
on th ir te e n  cand ida tes, all good m ate ria l. T h is  C h ap te r we 
found  in  a  live, w ork ing  condition, a n d  i t  b ids fa ir to  becom e 
one of th e  best C hap ters in  th e  S tate .

A n d  now , C om panions, w ith  renew ed expressions o f pleasure 
in  again  m ee tin g you, a n d  w ith  th e  hope th a t  we m a y  have a 
p leasan t a n d  p rofitab le session, I  declare th e  G ran d  C h ap te r 
read y  to proceed to the  consideration  of w h a tev er business m a y  
com e regu larly  before it.

R espectfu lly  su b m itted ,
J o s i a h  J e r n i g a n ,

G ran d  H ig h  P riest.

GRAND TREA SU RER’S REPORT. 

G rand Treasurer W illiam  H . D ingley subm itted the  
following as his A nnual Report, and moved its  reference 
to  the Committee on Finance, and it  was so ordered:



W IL L IA M  H . D IN G L E Y , G r a n d  T r e a s u r e r ,

I n  account w ith  th e  G rand  C hap ter, R . \  A .-. M asons.
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1896. D r .

Dec. 1. To B a la n c e_________________________ $272 16
1897.

A ug. 31. R eceived from  G ran d  S e c re ta ry .. .  467 40
N ov. 17. “ “ “  “  — 24 75—$764 31

1896. Cr .

Dec. 1. B y  C om m ittee  on C orrespondence $ 75 00
“ “ W o rk 10 00

4. G ran d  S e n tin e l  20 70
22. G rand  T reasu rer  50 00

1897.
J a n . 10. C on tingen t F u n d   150 00
N ov. 16. G ran d  S ecretary  for 1897  400 00
Ju n e 3. D ues to G en’l G rand C h a p te r 30 59—$736 29

B alan ce   28 02

$764 31

W i l l i a m  H .  D i n g l e y ,

G ran d  Treasurer.

REPORT OF GRAND SECRETARY.

H . Olay A rm strong, G rand Secretary, subm itted his
A nnual R eport and moved its reference to the Commit-
tee on Finance, and it was so ordered:

e x h i b i t “ b . ”

H . C L A Y  A R M ST R O N G , G r a n d  S e c r e t a r y ,

I n accoun t w ith G ran d C h ap te r o f A la b a m a :

1897. D r .

A ug. 31. To D ues collected since la s t report, _$ 467 40
N ov. 15. To D ues collected to d a te .—  .!  24 75—$492 15

1897. Cr .

A ug . 31. B y  A m o u n t P a id  G rand  T reasu re r. _$ 467 40
N ov. 15. B y  A m o u n t P a id  G ran d  T reasu re r. 24 75—$492 15
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E X H IB IT “ C .”

R E P O R T  O F G R A N D  S E C R E T A R Y .

C O N T IN G EN T FU N D .

H . C L A Y  A R M STR O N G , G r a n d  S e c r e t a r y ,

I n  accoun t w ith  G ran d  C h ap te r of A la b a m a :

1897. I D r .

To C o n tin g en t F u n d  1896-97_____________8150 00—8150

1897. C r .

B y  B alance  D ue from  F u n d  1895-96---- 8 80
A p r. 4. B y  A m o u n t P a id  A la. P r in tin g  C o . . .  109 60

“ P o stag e   15 00
“ A m o u n t P a id  S erv an t H ire --------  25

A ug. 23. “ “  “  Postage S ta m p s . . .  3 00
N ov. 2. “ “ “ “ “ - - - 1 5 0

1 “  “  E x p ress__________  ’ 50
25. “  “  “ P o stag e    4 00
29. “  “  “  E x c h a n g e _______  85—8135 50

To B a lan ce__________________________ . . .  I  14 50

H . C r a y  A r m s t r o n g ,

G ran d  S ecretary .

F O R E IG N  C O R R E SPO N D E N C E .

Companion Palm er J . P illans, C hairm an of the Com-
m ittee on Foreign Correspondence, subm itted his A n -
nual Report. I t  was received and ordered p rin ted  w ith 
th e  Proceedings. (See A ppendix .)

R E P O R T ON W O R K .

Companion W m. S. Foster, from the Committee on 
W ork, made Report on th eM .-. M .\  Degree, and the 
R eport was adopted.

Companion Geo. A . Beauchamp, from the Committee 
on W ork, made R eport on the  P . -. M ,\  and M.-. E .-. 
M .\  Degrees, and the  R eport was adopted.
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On motion of Companion Chas. B. W estcott, the  fu r -
th e r E eport of the  Committee on W ork was tem porarily  
dispensed w ith, and made the Special O rder for 8:3d 
o’clock th is evening.

C O M M IT T E E S .

The M .\  E . \  G rand H igh P riest announced the fol-
lowing Committees:

O n C hartered  C hap ters No. 1—W illia m E . O akley, W . A. 
S m art, J .  O. B ailey , J .  N . G ilm ore an d  J . A . W alden .

O n C h arte red  C hap ters No. 2—B. M. H ill, W . T. F u ller, W . 
H . R obertson, Thos. J . H osk ings, C. E . M eglem ry.

O n D ispensations—Sol. D . B loch, T. J .  Thom ason, Jn o . R . 
B arre tt.

O n B y-L aw s, Suspensions, E xpulsions, a n d  A ppeals—C has. 
R . W estco tt, F . H . B ates, T. F . P itts .

O n M asonic Ju risp ru d en ce—T. J . C ow art, L ew  L azarus, J .  M. 
M ason .

O n F in a n c e —L . J .  A dler, Geo. A . B eaucham p, R o b ert S . 
Teague.

On motion of Companion W estcott, the G rand Chap-
te r was called from labor to refreshm ent un til 7 :30 
o’clock p. m.
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IN GRAND CHAPTER.

M o n d a y  E v e n i n g , December 6, 1897. 

The M.-. E. •. G rand C hapter was called from refresh-
m en t to labor a t 7:30 o’clock. 

P rayer by the  R.-. E .-. and Rev. G rand Chaplain. 
The M inutes of the  m orning session were read and 

approved.

G R A N D  H IG H  P R IE S T ’S A D D R E S S .

M .\  E . \  Companion W . W.  Screws, from the  Com- 
inittee on G rand H igh P ries t’s A ddress, subm itted the 
following R eport, and it  was adopted:

T o t h e M o s t E x c e l l e n t G r a n d C h a p t e r o f A l a b a m a :

Y our C om m ittee  has read  w ith  g rea t in te re st th e  A n n u a l A d- 
-dress of th e  M ost E x ce llen t G ran d  H ig h  P riest. W e feel sure 
th a t  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r fu lly  endorses th e  feeling rem ark s in  
'reference to  those places in  th e  S ta te  recen tly  afflicted w ith  a  
disease m ost insid ious in its  ap p ro ach  a n d  often fearfu lly  fa ta l 
in  its  ravages. T h a t he should  have paused in  th e  course o f his 
w ork  to dw ell upon th e  subject, dem onstra tes h is  devotion to th a  
sp irit o f benevolence a n d bro therly k indness, w h ic h are such
m a rk e d  charac teristics o f tru e  M asonry.

I t  is g ra tify in g  to  lea rn  from  th e  A ddress th a t , in  sp ite  of 
w h a t m a y  be ju s tly  called  a  year of perils a n d  disasters, th e  
progress o f C ap itu la r M asonry has no t been checked, but ra th e r 
advanced  in m em bersh ip  a n d  b e tte r feeling.

I t is no ted w ith g rea t satisfaction th a t such good order a n d
fra te rn a l feeling ex ists in  th is  Ju risd ic tio n . T h is  is em phasized  
b y  th e  fact th a t  th e  G rand  H ig h  P riest w as n o t called  on  d u r-
in g  th e  p a s t y ea r to  render an  opin ion  on a n y  m a tte r  o f con-



flict. W e recom m end th u t so m u c h  o f th e A ddress as relates 
to  M asonic L a w  be referred to  th e  C om m ittee  on M asonic Ju r is -
p rudence . *

A ll o f w h ich  is fra te rn a lly  su b m itted ,
W . W . S c r e w s *

W . S. F o s t e r ,

H .  C . A r m s t r o n g ,

C om m ittee .

B Y -L A W S , SU S PE N SIO N S, E X P U L S IO N S  A N D  A P P E A L S .

Companion Chas. R. W estcott, from the Committee 
on By-Laws, Suspensions, Expulsions and Appeals, 
made the following Report, and it  was adopted:

T o t h e M .\  B . \  G r a n d  R . \  A .-. C h a p t e r  o f  A l a b a m a :  

Y o u r C om m ittee  on B y-L aw s, Suspensions, E x p u lsio n s a n d  
A ppeals beg leave to  report th a t  n o th in g  has been presented 
for our consideration .

W e are pleased to  no te  th a t  th is  is su b s tan tia l evidence th a t  
peace a n d  h a rm o n y  prevails am o n g  th e  R oyal A rch  C hap ters 
th ro u g h o u t th is  G ran d  Ju risd ic tio n .

F ra te rn a lly  subm itted ,
C .  R .  W e s t c o t t ,

F .  H .  B a t e s ,
C om m ittee .

C H A R T E R E D  C H A P T E R S  N O . 2 .

Companion B. M. H ill, C hairm an of the  Committee 
on C hartered C hapters Ho. 2, made the  following R e-
port, which was adopted:

T o t h e M .\ E .-. G r a n d R .-. A .-. C h a p t e r o f A l a b a m a :

Y our C om m ittee  on C hartered  C hap ters No. 2 respectfu lly  
repo rt th a t  th ey  have  ex am in ed  th e  re tu rn s  su b m itted  to th em , 
a n d  fin d  th e  follow ing—

c o r r e c t .

D eca tu r_______________ No. 38 C olum bus_____________ No. 93
L a n d  M a rk  ______ No. 71 G r a h a m _______________ No. 106
H illa b e e ______________ N o. 79 P ra t t  C i ty _____________No. 108
M yles J . G reene_______ No. 80
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IN C O R R E C T .

C lay ton  N o. 63, n u m b ers no t in  a lp h ab e tica l order.
G aston  N o. 85, w ritte n  in  pencil.
N o tasu lga  N o. 92, no seal.
D an ie l P ra t t N o. 96, no d a te g iven of in s ta lla tio n of officers.
T hom as M. B ragg  N o. 99, rep o rt la s t C onvocation 19, w h en  it  

shou ld  have been 21, hence is due th e  G ran d  C h ap te r $1.50, 
o therw ise  correct.

R ock M illsN o. 100, no recap itu la tio n ; fee for degrees left b la n k ; 
no seal, a n d n o t signed b y S ecretary .

B locton N o. 109, no  seal. Seal broke.

F ra te rn a lly  sub m itted ,
B . M . H i l l ,

C h a irm an .

ON D IS P E N S A T IO N S .

Companion Jno. R. B arre tt, from the Committee on 
Dispensations, made the  following R eport, which was 
adopted:

To t h e  M .\  E . \  G r a n d  R . \  A .4. C h a p t e r  o f A l a b a m a  :

Y o u r C om m ittee  on D ispensations beg leave to  rep o rt th a t  n o  
C hap ters h av in g w orked u n d e r D ispensation d u rin g th e p ast
year, n o th in g  has been su b m itted  for our consideration .

F ra te rn a lly  su b m itted ,
S o l .  D . B l o c h ,

J n o . R .  B a r r e t t ,

T . J .  T h o m a s o n ,
C om m ittee .

R E P O R T ON W O R K .

The hour having arrived  for the  fu rthe r R eport of th e  
Committee on W ork, under Special Order, Companion 
H . Clay Arm strong, Chairm an of the Committee, made 
Report on Royal A rch Degree, and  the  R eport was 
adopted.
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C E N T E N N IA L  M E D A L S .

Grand Secretary A rm strong presented and read the 
following Communication from IV . G . \  H . \ P . - .  Jno. 
M. Carter, Chairm an of the Committee of the G rand 
C hapter R.-. A .-. Masons of M aryland on Entertainm ent 
of the General G rand C hapter of the U nited States a t 
its  T h irtie th  Triennial,, held a t Baltimore, October 12, 
1897:

J o h n  M. C a r te r , P.-. G .\  H .\  P.*.
W ill ia m H . S h y ro c k , G .\  H .\  P.*.
T h o m a s J . S h y ro c k , G ra n d M aste i
H e n ry  C. L a r r a b e e ,P . \  G. . H .-. £ .
C. C. Isa aq s , 5p . \  G .\  H . \  P.*.
W ill ia m H . C la rk , P . \ G .\ H . \ P.*.
W m . N a sh  Y ou ng , P.*. G .\  H . \  P.
W m . E . A rn o ld , P . *. G .\  H.*. P  \

O F F IC E  OF T H E  CO M M ITTEE OF T H E

G R A N D  C H A P T E R  It.-. A.-. M A SO N S O P  M A R Y L A N D

ON E N T E R T A IN M E N T  OF T H E

G E N E R A L  G R A N D  C H A P T E R  O F  T H E  U N IT E D  

ST A T E S,

AT IT S  3 0 t h  T R IE N N IA L , OCTOBER 1 2 t h ,  1897, 

M A SO N IC  T E M P L E ,

B a l t i m o r e ,  N ovem ber 8, 1897.

H . C L A Y  A R M ST R O N G , E s q .,
G r a n d  S e c ’y R . \  A p . M a s o n s , A l a b a m a : '

D ear S ir a n d C om panion:

I  have sh ipped  you by express seven C en tenn ia l M edals of 
th e  G eneral G rand  C hap ter, U. S. A ., for d is tribu tion  u n d e r its 
R esolu tion , am ong  th e  P.-. G .\  H . \  P .-.s. of your S ta te -o n e  
for yourself. K in d ly  acknow ledge receipt.

F ra te rn a lly  yours,
J n o . M . C a r t e r .

2

G eorge  C ook, D .\  G.-. II.-. P.-.
E d . T. S c h u ltz , P .- D.-. G .\  H .-. P .-. 
D a v id  C. A v e ry , G .\  T reas.
W illia m  H . M a r tin , G .\  K in g . 
W illia m  T. P rice , G .\  S cribe .
P e te r  E . T o m e , P.-. H . \  P.-.
C has. M cD onald , J r . ,  P.-. H . \  P.*.
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In  accordance w ith the above instructions, the Medals 
were d istribu ted as follows.

H . C lay A rm strong .
Ja m e s  E . C obb____
W illiam S. Foster__
W illiam  W . Screw s
J o h n  G. H a r r i s ___
Jo h n  A . M cK innon 
J o h n  G. S m i th ____

G R A N D  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S .

The M .\  E .-. G rand H igh P riest received and en-
rolled as G rand Representatives near the G rand C hapter 
of Alabama:

M .\  E . '.  C om panion Jam es E . Cobb, for V erm ont.
E . \  C om panion N ew ton  N . P o lk , for M issouri.
E . \  C om panion  W m . Sm aw , for Iow a.

The G rand C hapter }vas called from labor to refresh-
m ent until 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.

_Past G rand  H igh  P riest



1897] G R A N D  C H A P T E R  O F A L A B A M A . 19

IN GRAND CHAPTER.

T u e s d a y  M o r n i n g , December 7, 1897. 

T he M .\  E.-. G rand C hapter was called from refresh-
m ent to labor a t 9 o’clock. 

P rayer by the R . \  E . \  and Rev G rand Chaplain. 
The M inutes of yesterday evening’s session were read 

and approved.

C H A R T E R E D  C H A P T E R S  N O . 1 .

Companion W illiam E. Oakley, Chairm an of the Com-
m ittee on C hartered Chapters No. 1, made the following
Report, which was adopted:

T o  t h e  M .\  E . \  G r a n d  R . \  A .-. C h a p t e r  o f  A l a b a m a  :

W e, yo u r C om m ittee  on C hartered  C hapters No. 1, beg leave 
to  report as follows: W e h ave  ex am in ed  w ith  care th e  re tu rn s  
su b m itte d an d find—

CORRECT.

No. .12 Sts. J o h n _____________N o. 28
No. 19 F u lto n  N o. 32
N o. 24 C am den_____________ .-N o . 40
N o. 26 F o rt P a y n e ___________ N o. 107

IN C O RR ECT.

S pringv ille , No. 88, no d a te  show n w hen  officers w ere in -
stalled.

F ra te rn a lly  subm itted ,
W . E .  O a k l e y ,

J .  O. B a i l e y ,

J .  N . G i l m o r e ,

W . A. S m a r t ,

C o m m it te e

M ario n _______
M ount M oriah
E u fa u la ______
U n io n _______
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C O M M IT T E E  O N  J U R I S P R U D E N C E .

Companion F . J . Cowart, Chairm an of Committee on 
Jurisprudence, made the following Eeport, and it  was 
adopted:

To t h e  M . \  E . \  G r a n d  R .- A .- .  C h a p t e r  o f  A l a b a m a :

Y our C om m ittee  on M asonic Ju risp ru d en ce , to  w hom  w as re-
ferred th a t  portion of th e  M .\  E . \  G rand H ig h  P rie s t’s A d-
dress w h ich  relates to  R u lin g s a n d  Decisions m ad e  by h im  d u r-
in g  th e  year, beg leave to repo rt th a t  th e y  have carefu lly  con-
sidered th e  sam e, a n d  fu lly  concur in  th e  Decision reudered .

F ra te rn a lly  sub m itted ,
F . J . C o w a r t ,

L e w  L a z a r u s ,

J .  M . M a s o n ,

C om m ittee .

Companion Sol. D. Bloch called up, and the  Grand’ 
C hapter proceeded to consider, his Proposition—

T O A M E N D A R T IC L E I V , S E C T IO N 5, O E T H E C O N S T IT U T IO N .

R esolved, T h a t A rtic le IV , Section 5, of th e C onstitu tion of
th e  G ran d  C h ap te r be am en d ed  so as to  read as fo llow s:

N o C hap ter sha ll charge a  less fee th a n  tw e n ty dollars for th e  
C h ap te r Degrees, w h ich  fee m u st, in  all cases, accom pany  th e  
pe tition ; a n d  in  no  case sha ll c red it be g iven, nor sh a ll a n y  p a rt 
thereo f be refunded  to  a n y  cand ida te , un less h is pe titio n  be re-
jected .

The G rand C hapter refused to adopt the Am endm ent.

T O  A M E N D  A R T IC L E  I V . ,  S E C T IO N  5, O F  T H E  C O N S T IT U T IO N .

Companion Chas. R. Bricken offered the following 
Resolution to amend A rticle IV ., of Section 5, of th e
Constitution, which was, on motion, laid  over u n til the  
next G rand A nnual Convocation:
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Resolved, T h a t A rticle  IV ., Section 5, of th e  C onstitu tion  of 
th e  G ran d  C h ap te r be am ended  so as to  read  as follows:

N o C h ap te r sha ll charge a  less fee th a n  th ir ty  dollars for th e  
C h ap te r Degrees, w hich fees shall, in all cases, accom pany th e
p etition ; a n d  in no case sha ll c red it be given, no r shall a n y p a rt 
th e reo f be refunded  to  an y  can d id a te  unless his pe titio n  be re-
jec ted ; Provided, T h a t a ll regu larly  o rdained  M inisters of th e  
Gospel w ho are actively  engaged in th e  exercise of th e ir  m in is-
te ria l functions a n d  in  good s ta n d in g  in  th e ir respective Lodges, 
shall be entered, upon app lica tion an d election thereto , to re-
ceive said  Degrees gratu itously .

I
C O M M IT T E E  ON F IN A N C E .

Companion L. <T. A dler, Chairm an of the Committee 
on Finance, made the following Report, which was
adopted:

T o t h e  M .\  E . \  G r a n d  R . \ A .’. C h a p t e r  o f  A l a b a m a :

Y our C om m ittee  on F inance , to  w hom  w as referred th e  books, 
aeeountsfand  vouchers of th e  G rand  Secretary  a n d  G ran d  Treas-
urer, have carefu lly  ex am in ed  th e  sam e a n d  find  th e m  correct.

W e find  th a t  th e  G rand  T reasurer has on h a n d  a  bal-
ance of_________________     $272 16

R eceived from G ran d S ecre ta ry . . . . 492 25

T o ta l _______   $764 41

H e has vouchers for th e  follow ing e x p e n d itu re s :

Foreign  C orrespondence_______________________________ S> 75 00
C om m ittee  on W o rk __________________________________  10 00
G ran d  S e n t in e l_______________________________________  20 70
G ran d  T re a su re r______________________________________  50 00
G ran d  S e c re ta ry ______________________________________  400 00
C o n tin g e n t F u n d ___________________________    150 00
D ues to  G eneral G rand  C h ap te r_______________________  30 50

Balance on h a n d   _____________ t    28 21

T o ta l . . .__________________    — $764 41
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W e And th a t  th e  G rand  Secretary  has expended  th e  follow ing 
a m o u n ts  from  th e  C o n tin g en t F u n d  :

To a m ’t due G rand  Secretary  from  la s t y e a r___________ $ 80
P r in tin g .........1 109 60
P o stag e     23 50
M is c e l la n e o u s     1 60

B alance  on h a n d _______________  , ________14 50

T o ta l   1150 00

W e recom m end th e follow ing ap propria tions for th e ensu ing
M asonic y e a r :

F o r G ran d  T re a su re r__________________________________ $ 50 00
F ore ign  C orrespondence__________   75 00
C om m ittee  on W o rk  : 10 00
G ran d  S en tine l ____________ ^___________ ^_______  20 70
C o n tin g en t F u n d  :________  150 00-
G ran d  S e c re ta ry _______________________     400 00

T o ta l____________________________________________$705 70

U pon a  th o ro u g h  a n d  careful investiga tion  of th e  finances of 
th is  G ran d  B ody, we ca lino t refra in  from  s ta tin g  th a t  tlj,e f in an -
cial cond ition  is such as to  ren d er th e  a p p o in tm e n t of a  F in an ce
C om m ittee  unnecessary .

C ap itu la r M asonry  in th is  Ju risd ic tio n  does n o t seem  to  pros-
per, view ed from a financial s ta n d p o in t, in asm u ch as fu lly
tw e n ty  per cen t, of th e  C hap ters have failed to  m ak e  re tu rn s  
an d  pay  dues. T h is  seem s indeed  a  deplorable condition ; and , 
w hile  i t  is very probable th a t  th is  s ta te  of affairs has prevailed 
for som e tim e, it  is nevertheless our d u ty  to  give th is  m a tte r  th e  
consideration  th a t  th e  im portance  of th e  subject dem ands.

Y our C om m ittee deem s it bo th im p o rta n t a n d necessary to
g ive th e  nam es of th e  de lin q u en ts , as follows:

M onroe No. 4.
E u n o m ia  N o. 5.
C ollinsville N o. 57.
E ly to n  No. 76.
Coosa N o. 86.

I f  these  C hap ters h a d  perform ed th e ir  duties, as th e ir  officers 
have  obligated  them selves to  do, th e  am o u n ts  due from  th e m
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w ould  have m a te ria lly  s tren g th en e d  th e  financial condition  of 
th is  G ran d  C hap ter. S uch a s ta te  of negligence, on th e  p a r t  of 
th e Subord inate  C hap ters a n d  th e ir  officers, is, to  say  th e  least, 
very  culpable. W e hope th a t th is  G rand  B ody will so leg islate  
as to m ak e  th e  d e lin q u en ts  m ore careful, m ore accurate, and , _ 
above all, m ore p rom pt.

F ra te rn a lly  su b m itted ,
L . J . A d l e r ,

G. A .  B e a u c h a m p ,

R . S. T e a g u e ,

C om m ittee.

J E F F E R S O N C O U N T Y  M A S O N IC  H O M E .

Companion Meglemry offered the following Resolu-
tion, which was adopted:

W hereas, T h e  M asonic Bodies o f Jefferson co u n ty  h ave  
ta k e n  in  h a n d  th e  es tab lish m en t o f th e  Jefferson M asonic 
H om e, an d  have  already  secured cash  subscrip tions to  th e  
am o u n t of $2,000, a u d  have  adop ted  p laus for th e  endow m ent 
of th e  H om e by levy ing  a yearly  ta x  of ten  per cen tu m  of th e ir 
gross receipts, w h ich  a m o u n ts  to  abou t §800 per a n n u m ; a n d

W hereas, T he  practice  of ch a rity  is one of th e ch ief M asonio 
v irtues a n d  in cu m b en t upon every tru e  M ason,

B e it resolved by th is G ran d B ody, T h a t th e objects of th is
m o v em en t a re  h e a rtily  endorsed, a n d  th a t  th e  M asons of Jeffer-
son coun ty  are com m ended for th e ir  lib e ra lity  an d  fo rethought.

CO O SA  C H A P T E R  N O . 8 6 .

The G rand Secretary offered the following Resolution 
as to Coosa C hapter No. 86, which was adopted:

R esolved, T h a t Coosa C hap ter No. 86 be allow ed n in e ty days
in  w h ich  to m ak e  R e tu rn s  a n d pay  dues to  th is  G ran d  C hap ter.

E L E C T IO N  O F  G R A N D  O F F I C E R S .

On motion of M .-. E . \  Companion W illiam  S. Foster, 
the Grand C hapter proceeded to the election of G rand 
Officers, w ith result as follows:
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J o s i a h  J e r x i g a n ________   M . \  E . \  G ran d  H . P riest.
W i l l i a m  J . R h o d e s ___________ .. M .\  E . \  D e p . G ran d  H . P riest.
E d w a r d  S. G a t c h b l l ______ ^__R .\ E .-. G ran d  K in g .
G e o r g e  F . M o o r e  ,___________R . \  E . -. G ran d  Scribe.
W i l l i a m  H . D i n g l e y  R . \  E . \  G ran d  T reasurer.
H . C l a y A r m s t r o n g ____________ R . \ E . \ G rand Secretary .
W i l l i a m  C. C l e v e l a n d ________ R . \  E . \  G ran d  C hap ia iu .
C h a r l e s  R . B r i c k e n ____________ R .'. E . \  G ran d  C apt. of H o st.

The Grand H igh P riest subsequently appointed the 
following:

G e o r g e  A . B e a u c h a m p  E . \  G ran d  P . Sojourner.
B a s i l  M . H i l l ___________________E . \  G r a n d  R . A . C a p ta in .

W i l l i a m  E . O a k l e y  E . \  G ran d  M. o f 3rd V ail.
L e w L a z a r u s ____________________E . \ G r a n d M . o f 2 n d V a i l .

T h o m a s  J .  T h o m a s o n ____________E . \  G r a n d  M . o f  1 st V a i l .

C h a r l e s  A . A l l e n  _________ E . \  G r a n d  S e n t in e l .

The G rand Officers were duly installed  by P . -. G._-. 
H .-. P .-. W illiam  S. Foster, Companion W . W .
Screws acting as G rand M arshal. 

The G rand H igh P riest announced the following—

S T A N D IN G  C O M M IT T E E S .

ON F O R E IG N  C O RR ESPO N D EN C E.

P a lm e r J . P il la n s___________________________  B elknap .

ON W O R K .

H . C lay A rm stro n g ____________,_________________M ontgom ery .
W illiam  S. F o s te r  _____ ___________________Mobile.
G eorge A. B e a u c h a m p _________________________ E u fau la .

C U STO D IA N  OF T H E  W O R K , ex-officio.

Jo s iah  Je rn ig an , G .\  H . \  P . '____________________________ Troy.
♦

ON M ASONIC JU R IS P R U D E N C E .

F le tc h e r J . C o w a r t_______________________________ Troy.
O scar J .  C ohen   __ ________________ __________Mobile.
Jo h n B. C h r i s t i a n ___________ U nion tow n .

%



C L O S E D .

A fter solemn prayer to the Throne of Grace by the 
R . \  E . \  and Rev. Grand Chaplain, the M.-. E.-. G rand 
Royal A rch C hapter of the State of A labam a was closed 
in A m ple Form.

H . CLAY ARMSTRONG,
G k a n d  S e c e e t a e y .
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REPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE.

T o  t h e  M o s t  E x c e l l e n t  G r a n d  H i g h  P r i e s t ,  O f f i c e r s  

a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  M . \  E . \  G r a n d  C h a p t e r  o f  

t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a b a m a  :

Y our C om m ittee  on C orrespondence desires to  s ta te  th a t  i t  
has review ed th e  Proceedings of th e  follow ing G ran d  C hap ters, 
being all th a t  h ave  reached it, 45 in  num ber, an d  th a t  i t  hopes 
th a t  its  lab o r w ill prove both  p leasan t a n d  profitab le  to  th e  
C om panions:

A rizo n a , __ __ ._ ,1896 N ebraska 1896
A rk an sas . ____ ______ 1896 N evada  ___ ______ 1897
C alifo rn ia , ______ 1897 N ew B ru n sw ic k ___ .1896
C an ad a  . _ _____ 1897 N ew  H a m p sh ire . .______1897
Colorado _ ______ 1896 N ew  Je rse y . ______1897
C onnecticu t _ . ______ 1897 N ew  Y o rk , _ . . . ______1897
D e la w a re ___ ______ 1897 N o rth  C arolina ______1897
D istric t of C olum bia _ 1896 N o rth  D a k o ta , . ______1897
E n g la n d ______ 1897 N ova S co tia , _ .. .  .  ,1897
G eo rg ia____ ______ 1897 N ew  S o u th  W ales .______1897
Illin o is  . . _ . ____  .1896 Ohio ___________ ______ 1896
I n d ia n a ,  _ ______ 1896 Oregon .  _ .1897
Io w a  . ___ ______ 1897 P e n n s y lv a n ia ____ ______1896
I r e la n d ____ ______1897 Q u e b e c ____ . ...1897
K an sas  _ ____ 1897 S o u th  D ak o ta , . ...1897
K e n tu c k y , _ ______ 1896 T ennessee _ _ ______1897
L o u is ia n a . ______ 1897 T e x a s ..  . ___ _____ 1896
M aine ...1896 V e rm o n t___ ______1897
M ary lan d  _ . . . ______1896 V irg in ia  . . . . . . . .  .1896
M assachusetts ______1896 W est V irg in ia _____ 1896
M ississipp i, . ,.,1897 W a sh in g to n .. ..1897-1896
M issouri _ .  .1896-97 W is c o n s in ___ _____ 1897
M o n ta n a . _____ .1896





REPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE.

P. J. P I L L A N S , C h a i r m a n .

A R IZ O N A —7 t h  A n n u a l ,  N o v e m b e r ,  1896.

M .\  E . \  R . N ickel F redericks, G rand  H ig h  P riest, opened 
th is C onvocation of th e G rand C h ap te r in A m p le F orm , th e
R epresen tatives of four C hartered  C hap ters being  present, or a ll
C hap ters represen ted . T he sta tistic s give C hapters, 4; m em -
bers, 194; gain , 15.

T he  G ran d  H ig h  P riest argues well for th e  fu tu re  of th e  G ran d  
C hapter, as th e re  are ind ica tions of increased in te rest in  these 
beau tifu l a n d  im pressive Degrees.

N o decisions on M asonic law  w ere asked for an d  no grievances 
reported.

M orris G oldw ater, P resco tt, G. H . P .
George J . R oskruge, Tucson, G. Sec’y.

T he T reasu rer’s balance show s $310.25, as ag a in s t §171.25 la s t 
year.

T here is no review  of th e  P roceedings of sister G rand  C hapters.

A R K A N S A S —4 7 t h  A n n u a l ,  N o v e m b e r ,  1896.

T h is fifty -seven th A n n u a l C onvocation of th is G rand C h ap te r
w as opened by M .\  E . \  G ran d  H ig h  P ries t Ja m e s  H . R oten , 
a n d  of th e  C raft he says “ he h ad  v isited  a g rea t m an y  C hap ters 
in  th e  ru ra l d is tric ts  a n d  found  th e m  in  a h e a lth y  a n d grow ing  
co n d itio n .”

H e  reported  g ra n tin g  a few D ispensations, paid  a lov ing  tr ib -
u te  to  th e  m em ory  of th e  dead, ordered th e  C h a rte r of a  d e lin -
q u en t C h ap te r surrendered , a n d  invoked  th e  blessing of th e  
G reat Jeh o v ah  on h is G ran d  C hapter.
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W e no te  th a t  th e  G ran d  S ecretary  announces th a t  G rand  
C h ap te r w as th e n  called to refreshm en ts [in  th e  p lu ra l], im p ly -
in g  th a t  so m eth in g  su b s tan tia l aw aited th e  m em bers. W e hope 
th e y  w ere n o t d isappoin ted .

T reasu rer’s balance, §1,370.00.
T he dues of a  C h ap te r w ere rem itted  a n d  a new  C harter 

g ran ted .

George P . T aylor, Forest C ity , G. H . P.
Jam es A. H en ry , L ittle  R ock, G. Sec’y.

T he  C hairm an  of th e  C om m ittee  on Correspondence, Com-
p an io n R . J . L au g h lin , presen ted th e R eport on Correspondence,
rev iew ing A lab am a for 1895 w ith in  it.

N o tin g  th e  recom m endation  of G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t S m ith  as 
to  th e  necessity  of th e  p rin te d  G eneral G ran d  C h ap te r R itu a l, 
he  a p tly  s a y s :

“ B u t th e  C om m ittee d id  n o t agree w ith  h im . ■ N ow , wre ven -
tu re  th e prediction th a t  every H ig h  P rie s t w'bo a tte m p ts  to  con-
fer th e  Degrees in  th a t  Ju risd ic tio n so as to give th e  can d id a te  
an in te llig en t u n d e rs ta n d in g of th e legend a n d lessons, w ill use
som e k in d  of a  R itu a l—such  as he can  procure—probably  sev-
eral k in d s in  th e  d ifferen t sections of th e  S ta te—a n d —w ell, you 
can  guess th e  re su lt.”

C A L IF O R N IA —4 3 r d  A n n u a l ,  A p r i l ,  1897.

C hap ters, 67; m em bers, 5,313; increase, 161.
W h e n  th e M .\  E . \  G ran d H ig h  P riest, T hom as F lin t, Sr.,

opened th is  C onvocation, th e re  w ere p resen t R epresen tatives 
from  63 C hapters, besides the  officers of G rand  C hap ter.

T he  M .\ E . \  G ran d  H ig h  P riest, T hom as F lin t, Sr., th en  de-
livered  h is A ddress. I n  i t  he s ta ted  th a t  by tim ely  v is ita tio n  
he had  been enabled  to com prom ise a n d  settle  differences am ong  
th e  C om panions of a  C hap ter, a n d  th a t  th e  prospect now  w as 
t h a t  th is  C h ap te r w ould be able to  revive a n d perform  its  duties 
as heretofore.

H e also s ta ted th a t C erneauism , th o u g h scotched, h ad n o t
been k illed , as appeared  in  an o th e r C hap ter, bu t th e  tim ely  in -
te rposition  of good officers, an d  a p ro m p t a n d  firm d e te rm in a-
tion  to  enforce th e  law s of th e  G ran d  C hapter, h ad  p reven ted  
fu r th e r trouble, a n d  th a t  th e  prospect for h a rm o n y  a n d  a con-
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tin u a n c e  of usefulness of th a t  C h ap te r were c learly  in sig h t. 
O ne m em ber of a  C h ap te r a n d a H ig h  P riest w as b ro u g h t to
tr ia l a n d  expelled  for m ed d lin g  w ith  th e  unclean, th in g .

T he G rand C h ap te r a tten d ed th e G ran d Lodge, by in v ita t io n ,
w h en  lay in g  th e  corner stone  of th e  M asonic H om e.

H e  g ran ted  a D ispensation  for a  new  C hapter, a n d  th e  sam e 
w as aw arded  a  C h arte r a t  th is  C onvocation.

T he resu m p tio n  of form er rela tions by th e  G ran d  C h ap te r of 
R h o d e  Is la n d  w ith  th e  G eneral G ran d  C h ap te r w as m en tioned .

H e  m ad e  several v is ita tions, a n d  in  reference to those n o t v is-
ited  m ad e  th is  recom m endation—a very h a p p y  one:

“ I f a n y  C h ap te r feels aggrieved th a t  I  have n o t pa id  i t  an 
official v isit, I  recom m end th a t  th e  cost of th e  trad itio n a l b an -
q u e t be p a id  in to  th e  treasu ry of th e  W idow s a n d  O rp h a n s’ 
H o m e .”

T he G ran d  T reasurer reported a balance o f $2,845.00, a n d  in -
vested  fu n d s am o u n tin g  to  $34,000.00, m a k in g  in  a ll $36,84.5.00.

T he C om m ittee  on G rievances, to  w h ich  w as referred a com -
p la in t th a t  a  C h ap te r h ad  used its funds “ for en te r ta in in g  its 
m em bers a n d  th e ir  fam ilies,” con trary  to an  express p roh ib ition  
a s per its B y-L aw s, reported as below:

“ Y our C om m ittee  is of th e opin ion  th a t , so far as th e  law  of 
th is  G ran d  C h ap te r is concerned, i t  is no  b reach  thereo f to  ex -
pend  a  proper a m o u n t of the funds of a  C h ap te r for th e  purpose
o f en te r ta in in g  its  m em bers; b u t in  th is  p a rtic u la r  case it  is n o t
necessary to  decide th e  question , for th e reason th a t  th is  C h ap -
ter, as we are info rm ed  by th e  com plain t, has a  B y-L aw  pro-
h ib itin g  su ch  an  ex p en d itu re  of its  funds. N ow , as your C om -
m ittee  is advised, i t  has n o th in g  w hatever to do w ith  a  viola-
tion  of th e  B y-L aw s of a C h ap te r by its  officers or m em bers 
u n ti l  a fte r th e re  sh a llh av e  been proper proceedings tak en  in  th e  
C h ap te r itse lf to  dispose o f th e  offense, a n d  an  appeal tak en  to 
th e  G ran d  C hap ter from  th e  action  of th e  S ubord ina te  C hapter. 
W e do n o t deem it wise for th e  G ran d  C h ap te r to  assum e origi-
n a l ju risd ic tio n  in  th is  case, a n d  we therefore recom m end th a t  
th e  G rand  C h ap te r tak e  no action  in  th e  m a tte r .”

W h ic h  m eets our decided approval.
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G ran d  C h ap te r adop ted  th e  follow ing;

“ R esolved, T h a t th e  C om m ittee  on Ju risp ru d en ce  be in -
s tru c ted  to  fo rm ulate  som e p lan  w hereby  th e  Secretaries o f th e
S ubord ina te  C hap ters m ay  have  know ledge of th e  s ta n d in g  of 
th e ir  respective C hap ters in  th e  B lue Lodge, a n d  report such  
p lan  a t  th e  n e x t m ee tin g  of th e  G ran d  C h a p te r.”

o f f i c e r s  e r e c t e d :

W illiam  F ra n k  Pierce, O ak land , G. H . P .
T hom as H u b b a rd  Caswell, San  F rancisco , G. Sec’y.

T he R ep o rt on C orrespondence is aga in  from  th a t  vigorous 
an d  lucid  w riter, C om pauion W illiam  A. D avies, w ho co n g ra t-
ulates “ th e C om panions of th e R oyal C raft” “ on th e h arm o n y ,
peace a n d  good w ill pervad ing  C ap itu la r M asonry .” H e  sta tes 
in  th e  list rev iew ed A lab am a for 1896, w hich  we d id  n o t find , 
b u t upon reach ing  h is conclusion w e find th e  Proceedings h ad  
n o t been received. H is  R eport is la rge ly  occupied w ith  de ta ils  
of th e  O rder of H ig h  Priesthood.

U n d er A rkansas he copies w h a t C om panion L a u g h lin  says 
in  answ er to  th e  effort to e lim in a te  th e  P a s t M aster’s Degree. 
W e overlooked it, b u t g ive i t  here, for i t  is too good to  be lost. 
I t  is spicy, b u t tru e  as to all M asouic D eg rees:

“ W e ra th e r like  th e  Degrees, w h en  in te llig en tly  conferred. 
A n y  o th er Degree is as senseless as P ast M aster’s is, conferred
by  officers w ith o u t sense. I t  is n o t th e  fa u lt of th e  D egree.”

C A N A D A —3 9 t h  A n n u a l ,  J a n u a r y ,  1897.

N in e ty -th re e  C hap ters on  roll; 70 represen ted ; m em bers, 
5,142; increase, 362.

T h e  G rand Z J .  Ross R o b in so n , presided a n d delivered a  
very  excellen t b u t very sca th in g  lec tu re  to  h is C om panions, on 
th e  in a tte n tio n  to th e ir  duties, as he observed in  h is  v is ita tions 
to  a lm ost all of th e  C hapters. M uch of i t  is doubtless very true, 
a n d  applicab le  to  C om panions in  o th er Ju risd ic tio n s  beside th a t  
o f C anada. In  som e in stances he says, “T he w ork m ig h t have 
been better. I t  w ould no t have been as good b u t for th e assist-
ance o f a  P a s t P r in c ip a l.”

H e  accounts in part for the  im m ense  n u m b e r of non-affiliates 
th a t  “ th e  C raft door has n o t been w atched  w ith  care .”  H e
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th in k s  th a t  C hap ters are being m u ltip lied  too m uch , for “ a 
C h ap te r can n o t th riv e  on th e  su p p o rt o f even one or tw o  
L odges.”

H e  h ad  received th e  question from  several p o in ts  as to  su s-
pension  in  th e  L odges affecting  m em b ersh ip  in  C hap ters :

“ I t  seem s to  m e th a t  th e re  can n o t be tw o opin ions on th is  
subject. T he  C raft Degrees are th e  foundation  o f th e  stru c tu re . 
W e, as R oyal A rch  M asons, are occupan ts of th a t  s tru c tu re . 
W e ob ta in ed  en tran ce  in to  th e  C ap itu la r ap a rtm e n ts  by reason 
o f ou r connection w ith th e C raft. W ith o u t th a t connection our
claim s w ould n o t have been valid . I n  m y  opin ion , good s ta n d -
in g  in  th e  B lue is essential to life in  the  C hapter. I t  is a  tr iv ia l 
question  to raise, a n d one can  h a rd ly  u n d e rs tan d  a  C om panion  
so n arro w -m in d ed  as to be w illing  to  resign  h is  connection  w ith  
th a t  b ranch  of th e  C raft to w h ich  he owes h is M asonic b ir th .”

T he R ep o rt of th e C om m ittee on th e  condition  of C ap itu la r 
M asonry , a lw ay s of deep in terest, betokens th a t  th e  R eports of 
th e  G rand  S u p e rin ten d en ts  are by no m ean s as sa tisfacto ry  as 
desired; th a t m a n y of them , like th e H ig h P riests of som e of
th e  C hap ters v isited , w ere in d iffe ren t as to how  th e  d u ty  w as 
perform ed. Y e t m u ch  in fo rm atio n  is o b ta ined , and , a lth o u g h  
these  S u p e rin ten d en ts  have  an n u a lly  received th e ir  scoldings, 
y e t th e y  still con tinue  as before. W e h av e  in  years gone by 
ad m ired  th e  fa ith fu ln ess of th is  C om m ittee, bu t we find  b u t 
li t t le  good resu lts  from  th e ir  R eports.

T reasurer reported  balance of $2,325.00, an d  an  invested  fund  
of $22,325.00.

W a rra n ts  were g ran ted  for jh re e  new  C hapters.
I t  w as d e te rm in ed  to  celebrate th e  C en ten n ia l of R . \  A .-. 

M asonry  in  C anada , w h ich  took place in  Ju n e , 1897.

M. W alch , Ingerson , G. Z.
T hom as S arg an t, T oronto, G. Sec’y.

C om panion  George J .  B en n e tt, th e  w o rth y  successor of C om -
p an io n  R obertson, as C h a irm an of th e  C om m ittee  on Corre-
spondence, again  p resen ted a sp rig h tly  a n d  sound  review  of th e
Proceedings of s ix ty -th ree  G rand  C hap ters, in  a  sty le  c a p ti-
v a tin g a n d attrac tive , a n d w ith com m ents full of M asonic lore
an d -eu tire ly  in  accord w ith  estab lished  M asonic usages. H e
h a d  A lab am a for 1895 u n d e r review .

3
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T h is  G ran d  C h ap te r e lim in ated  th e  P a s t M aster’s D egree an d  
w idely sp read  over th e ir R eport all h is  defenses for th is  action. 
T he  u tte r  uselessness of th is  Degree a n d  our opinion o f it  have 
long  since been expressed by us, b u t so long  as th e  G ran d  C hap-
te r  re ta in s it, we bow to  th e  c la im . T h a t i t  teaches va luab le  
lessons, none w ill deny  w ho have  ta k e n  it an d  been called upon 
in  fact to preside over a  Lodge w ill deny, or th a t  it  has rested
as a res tra in in g  influence in  his breast. B u t w h y  connect i t  
w ith  Degrees h av in g  o th er an d  far m ore ferv id  teachings?

O f th e  fact th a t our G rand  C h ap te r refused to  coincide w ith  
G ran d  H ig h  P riest S m ith  in  h is recom m endation  o f th e  use of 
a p rin ted R itu a l, a n d our s ta te m e n t th a t, in early days, by tra -
d itio n , w as th e  w ork tra n sm itte d , he infers:

“ W h ich  leads to  th e  suspicion th a t  th e  G rand  H ig h  P riest 
w as n o t in  a m in o rity  of one. W e note, how ever, th a t  Com -
pan ion  P illan s tak es  frequen t o p p o rtu n ity  of echoing th e  a n ti-
c ip h er se n tim e n t.”

B u t h is  inference is erroneous, for w e are u n a lte rab ly  opposed 
to  th is  m eth o d  of producing  “ u n ifo rm ity of w ork ,” even th o u g h  
“ u n ifo rm ity  of w ork” be a tta in a b le  in  th is  w ay. W e are  sa tis-
fied th a t  from  it  confusion a n d  d ism ay  w ill com e upon th e  
C raft.

W e are tem p ted , C om panions, to le t you see w h a t he says of
th e  P a s t M aster’s Degree u n d er C olorado:

“W h y  shou ld  th e  creation  of a  m odern  R itu a l m a k e r debar a  
R o y a l A rch  M ason from  a R oyal A rch  C hap ter?  T he rep ly  
w ill p robably  be, th a t  th e  obligation  w as refashioned to  accom -
m o d a te th e innovation . T his, th en , is a case in w h ich in ju ry
is added  to in su lt. I t  is d ifficu lt to believe th a t  an y  en lig h ten ed  
R oyal A rch M ason, k n ow ing  th e  origin of, a n d  h is to ry of, th e  
P a s t M aster’s Degree, w ould  for a  m o m e n t ju s tify  i t  as a  leg iti-
m a te  p re-requisite  to  a  Degree th a t  ex is ted  ages before th e  busy  
b ra in  of an  ingenious B oston ian  conceived it. I f  our good
C om panion , realizing as he m u s t, th e tru e aspect of th e s itu a -
tion , can close th e  po rta ls  of h is  C h ap te r ag a in s t a  regu larly  e x -
a lted  C anad ian  R oyal A rch  M ason w ho does n o t h ap p en  to  
h av e  ever been ‘seated in  th e  O rien tia l ch a ir ,’ th e n  a ll we have 
to  say  is, th a t  in  th is  respect we also m u s t e n te r ta in  an  opin ion ,
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w hich , for obvious reasons, how ever, w e w ill fig h t sh y  of ex -
pressing  u n til we h ear m ore o f th e  possible ‘obstacle .’ ”

T h is R eport has indeed  beguiled us in to  read in g  i t  en tire , bu t 
o u r lim its  are already  passed a n d  w e m u s t stop.

C O L O R A D O —2 2 n d A n n u a l , S e p t e m b e r , 1896.

C hap ters, 33; m em bers, 2,490; increase, 34.
T he  G ran d  C h ap te r w as opened in  A m ple  F o rm  by  M .\  E . \  

G ra n d  H ig h  P rie s t George T. Cooper, w ith  R epresen tatives 
p resen t from  all b u t tw o  C hap ters .

T he  G ran d H ig h  P ries t issued a  D ispensation  for a  new  C h ap -
te r , a n d  to th is  a  C h arte r was g ran ted .

H is  decisions were b u t th ree , v iz : A  H ig h  P rie s t elected to 
succeed h im self m u s t be in sta lled ; d ism ission  from  th e  Lodge 
does n o t affect th e  s ta tu s  of th e  R oyal A rch M ason; a n d  a C h ap -
te r U . D. has th e sam e te rrito ria l lim its as if C hartered ;—all of
w h ich  were approved.

T he T reasu rer’s balance show s 52,530.00.
T here  w as no w ork  for th e  C om m ittee  on A ppeals an d  G riev-

ances.

Jam es H . Peabody, Carson C ity , G. H . P .
T hom as L en to n , D enver, G. Sec’y.

P a s t G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t C om panion  E . L eN eve F oster m ad e  
th e  R eport on Correspondence, it  being h is n in th , rev iew ing in  
i t  A lab am a  for 1895. H e ’says th e  A ddress of. G ran d  H ig h  P riest 
S m ith “ is full of good advice, fine m oral in s tru c tio n a n d adm o-
n itio n , w o rth y  of adop tion  in  an y  Ju r isd ic tio n ,”  a n d  quotes 
from  it.

W e in fer from  th e  follow ing w h ich  w e copy th a t  he coincides 
w ith  us as to  th e  necessity  of th e  presence of th e  C harter. 
A llu d in g  to  our R eport, he says:

“ H e belongs to  th e  lis t of conservatives th a t  believe in  th e  
ac tu a l presence of th e  C harter^being necessary. I t  is such  con-
se rv a tism  th a t  has been .the  bu lw ark  of M asonry, a n d pre-
ven ted  th e  num erous innovations w hich  are being  co n stan tly  
a t te m p te d .”

W e en tire ly  coincide w ith  h im  in  th e  follow ing. T he deci-
sion w as m ade in  K ansas:
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“ H e  m ad e  one decision, w h ich  w as approved b y th e  Ju r is -
prudence  C om m ittee, th a t  a  C h ap te r rejecting  m a te ria l can n o t 
w aive ju risd ic tio n  in  favor of som e o th er C hapter, so long as th e  
rejected m ate ria l resides in  th e  ju risd ic tio n  w here rejected.

“ To our m in d , th e object of th is decision is n o t clear, a n d w e
can  see no good reason for it. I f th e  C h ap te r can  accept th a t  
w h ich  i t  once rejected, a n d  we pever h eard  o f a n y  law  w h ich  
p reven ts such  being done, w h y  shou ld  i t  n o t also have th e  
r ig h t to w aive its  ju risd ic tio n  a n d  le t som e o th er C h ap te r ta k e  
th e m ateria l? In our opinion, a w aiver ou g h t never to be given
excep t by  a u n an im o u s ballot, a n d  a fte r investiga tion , as w ith  
a pe tition  for th e  Degrees; an d , w ith  su ch  p recau tion , there  
could be no dan g er in  g ra n tin g a w aiv e r.”

H e  sees no necessity  for a  C ap itu la r funeral service, b u t th a t  
th e  Lodge service is am p ly  sufficient. T h is  we expressed a li t t le  
tim e  since.

T he  w hole R eport, by its  easy  flow ing s ty le  a n d  its  p u rity  o f 
d iction , leaves one dw elling  w ith  it, w hile  th e  v iew s ex -
pressed are so sound th a t  one sees b u t li tt le  to  object to  or to  
con trovert. O ur space is lim ited , so adieu, C om panion.

C O N N E C T IC U T —9 9 t h A n n u a l , M a y , 1897.

C hap ters, 38; m em bers, 5,521; increase, 88.
W ith  R ep resen tatives from  37 of th e  38 C hap ters p resen t, 

M .\  E . \  G ran d  H ig h  P ries t Sam uel S. L am b  proceeded to  open 
th e G ran d C h ap te r in A m p le F o rm . I n h is A ddress he con-
g ra tu la te s  G ran d  C h ap te r “ on th e  success a n d  p rosperity  th a t  
has a tten d ed  th e  labors of th e  R oyal C raft d u rin g  th e  y e a r.”

H e  deplores th e  fact th a t  i t  has grow n in to  a custom  w ith  th e  
G ran d  Officers to  v is it o n ly  such  C hap ters as m a y  ex ten d  to  
th e m  in v ita tio n s  to  do so, a n d  recom m ends th a t  th e y  be re-
quired them selves to m ak e th e ap p o in tm en ts . T h is view seem s
also to  have been en te r ta in ed  by th e  G ran d  Scribe, w ho, in  his 
R eport, m ak es a  s im ila r suggestion, a n d  says, “ I t  is on ly  in  
th is  w ay  that, th e  G ran d  C h ap te r can know  th e  ex ac t condition  
o f th in g s  in  C hap ters u n d e r its  ju r isd ic tio n .”

T he C om m ittee  on C harters recom m ended  the  fo rm ation  of a  
new’ C hapter.

G ran d  T reasurer reports a  balance o f $2,023.11.
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T h e  follow ing w as adop ted :

“ R esolved, T h a t no R oyal A rch  M ason in  th is  Ju risd ic tio n  
■of th i r ty  y e a rs’ good a n d  regu lar s tan d in g , sh a ll be subject to 
d isc ip line  for n o n -p ay m en t of dues; a n d  no C h ap te r in  th is  
Ju risd ic tio n  sh a ll be requ ired  to pay  a  per cap ita  ta x  to  th e  
G ran d  C h ap te r upon a n y  of its m em bers w ho have been th ir ty  
years in  good an d  regu lar s tan d in g , or w ho have  left th e  Ju r is -
d ic tion  a n d  n o t been heard  from  for five p receding  years.

“ A ll R esolu tions in co n sis ten t w ith  th e  above are repealed .”

I .  F . S tid h am , N ew  B rita in , G. H . P .
Ja m e s  M cCorm ick, H artfo rd , G. Sec’y.

C om panion  Jam es H . B arlow  once m ore b ro u g h t forw ard th e  
R ep o rt on C orrespondence, as he now  has for a  period  of tw e n ty  
years, and , like  its predecessors, ra n k s  h im  am ong  th e  very  first 
o f th e  G uild . I n  our m em ory  of th e  long ago he  a n d  D ru m -
m ond , o f M aine, b o th  arise w ith  th e  b rillian t a n d  lam en ted  
Carson, of N ew  Jersey , a n d  G reeley, of M issouri. M ay th e ir 
m em o ry  be ever green as now .

A lab am a for 1896 is in  th e  ring , a n d  receives proper a tten tio n .
W e are m u ch  gratified  a t h is ag reem en t w ith  us, th a t  a t least 

so fa r as C ap itu la r M asonry is concerned, th e ac tu a l presence of
th e  C h arte r is necessary  to m ak e  a Dodge legal, a n d  w e .can ’t  
see how  a n y  R oyal A rch  M ason can  th in k  otherw ise, un less he 
is o f th e  L a tte r-D ay  S a in ts  w ho progressed by new  m ethods..

To show  our C om panions th e  labor involved in  p rep arin g  one 
o f these R eports, we clip  from  h is conclusion:

“ W e h ave  once m ore fin ished  th e  w ork  assigned us by  our 
G rand  C hap ter, a n d  presen t th e  resu lt o f our labors. There 
com es to  us a sense o f relief as we w rite  th e  w elcom e head ing , 
‘C onclusion ,’ n o tw ith s ta n d in g  its  m a n y  com pensating  pleas-
ures, especially  to  those who, like ourselves, have m a n y  tim es 
m ad e  th e  a n n u a l jo u rn ey , g reeting  m a n y  fam ilia r C om panions 
by th e  w ay. To w rite  th e presen t R eport, im perfect as it  is, has 
caused  us to  read  from  6.000 to 8,000 pages of th e  several P ro-
ceedings, a n d  cull as m a n y  choice gem s as space w ould allow'; 
th is  w'e have endeavored  to  do w ith o u t a n y  ex tended  co m m ent 
of our ow n, th o u g h  w'e have n o t hesita ted  to  express our op in -
io n s on th e  subjects presented.

“ Peace a n d  h a rm o n y  prevail th ro u g h o u t th e  C ap itu la r world,
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a n d  there  has been a  fair increase in  m em bers; a n d  from  o u r 
s ta tis tica l tab les it  w ill be seen th a t  th ir ty -e ig h t Ju risd ic tio n s 
rep o rt a  gain  of 5,779 m em bers, w hile, in  on ly  e ig h t Ju r isd ic -
tions, th e re is a loss a m o u n tin g to 89 m em bers, a n d th e aggre-
gate  m a k in g  a n e t gain  of 5,690 as com pared  w ith  las t year.

D E L A W A R E —2 9 t h  A n n u a l ,  J a n u a r y ,  1897.

There are 4 C hap ters , 624 m em bers; gain , 29.
M u. E . \ V. V. H arrison , G rand H ig h Priest, presided a t th is

C onvocation, a n d reports : T hough  could n o t rep o rt as satisfac-
to ry  an  increase as he w ould  desire, y e t h a rm o n y  am ong  th e  
R oyal C raft is a p p a ren t. H e  h ad  been called on for no deci-
sions; th in k s  th e  a p p a re n t stag n a tio n  is a ttr ib u ta b le  in  g rea t 
m easure to th e  deplorable depression in  business, b u t perhaps in  
a larger degree to  th e  iucom petency  of officers; he ob ta in ed  a 
sufficient n u m b er of copies of th e  R itu a l o f th e  G eneral G ran d  
C h ap te r to fu rn ish each H ig h  P riest w ith  a copy, a n d  hopes for 
b e tte r resu lts in  th e  fu tu re ; a n d  recom m ends th e  consideration
of th e  adv isab ility  of req u irin g  a can d id a te  to  h ave  a fa ir k n o w l-
edge of one Degree before an o th er iscouferred  upon h im . A ction  
to  th is  w as h ad  by G rand  C hapter.

T reasury  balance, 522.39.

V. V. H arrison , W ilm in g to n , G. I I .  P .
Ja m e s  H . Price, W ilm in g to n , G . Sec’y.

M u. E u . C om panion V. V. H arrison  m ade th e  R ep o rt on Cor-
respondence, a n d  a t th e  request of G ran d  C hap ter, expressed by 
R esolu tion , w ill do so again , D. V. I n  i t  we have th e  review  
of our P roceedings for 1895.

H e  approves th e  decision o f our G rand  C hap ter adverse to  
allow ing a n y charge by a C h ap te r for a d im it, a n d says:

1 ‘A side from  th e  fac t th a t  th e  regu la tion  above referred to  ex -
ists. W e th in k  th a t  i t  is u n ju s t to charge a  fee, e ith e r for affili-
atio n  or d im it; a  m em ber h av in g  pa id  a ll o f his indeb tedness to  
h is C hapter, a n d  desiring  to  w ith d raw , shou ld  be p e rm itted  to  
do so w ith o u t fee; a n d  on th e  o th er h a n d  a  R oyal A rch  M ason 
(non-affiliated), desiring  to  connect h im se lf w ith  a  C hap ter, 
should , if  found  w o rth y , be p e rm itted  to do so w ith o u t fee.”

I n  w h ich  w e th in k  he is en tire ly  correct.
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H e s tan d s  firm ly 011 th e  p la tfo rm  of “ d ep en d en t m em b ersh ip ”  
(passim ).

W e like w h a t he says 011 public in s ta lla tio n s, a n d therefore-
copy:

“ T h a t m ay  be, C om panion , bu t we are of th e  sam e opin ion  
still. W e can n o t u n d e rs tan d  w hy  our cerem onies should  be 
p araded  in  public; i t  savors too m u ch  of in s titu tio n s  of sm all 
calibre w ho are  b idd ing  for pdblic favor. T h is  is unnecessary
w ith  our in s ti tu tio n .”

H e  tells us th a t  “ N o newr questions have arisen d u rin g  the- 
y e a r ju s t  closed, to sta rtle  th e  C ap itu la r w’orld, b u t th e  sam e 
‘old ones,’ viz: T he P ast M aster Degree, dependent; m em b er-
sh ip , perpe tua l ju r isd ic tio n , a n d  th e  G rand  R epresen ta tive  sys-
tem , still afford an o p p o rtu n ity for th e expression of opin ion .
On these  questions we are very m u ch  divided, a n d th ere  is no
hope of reach ing  a  universal conclusion upo n  e ith e r of th e m .”

D IS T R IC T  O F  C O L U M B IA —3 5 t h  A n n u a l ,  D e c e m b e r ,  1896.

C hap ters, 10; m e m b e rs , ; loss, 1.
M .\  E . \  G rand  H ig h  P riest DeMoll speaks of th e  C raft as

being exceedingly  harm onious, an d  adds, “ T h is  has n o t been 
an  over prosperous y e a r.”

T he decisions of th e  G rand  H ig h  P ries t w ere few in  n u m b er 
an d  sound in doctrine; he also issued a  few' D ispensations for 
conferring  Degrees w ith o u t aw aitin g  th e  usual tim e.

Proper respect is pa id  by h im  to  th e  m em o ry  of deceased 
C om panions, a n d  th e ir  v irtu es m ad e  of record by th e  several 
C om m ittees.

N o grievances were reported.
T he  G ran d  T reasurer reports a balance of $1,047.00.
A R esolu tion  p rovid ing  for a fee of five dollars for each  ex a l-

ta tio n , la id  over from  la s t C onvocation, w as la id  on th e  tab le  a t  
th is.

Charles H . S m ith , G. H . P.
A rv ine W . Jo h n s to n , G. Sec’y.

T he C om m ittee  on Correspondence, by  C om panion  W illiam  
R . S ing leton , C h a irm an , su b m itted  its a n n u a l review , in c lu d -
in g  therein  A lab am a for 18.95. H e  quo ted  w h a t w as said  by
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M .\  E . \  G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t S m ith  in  regard  to  recom m end ing  
th e  use o f th e  R itu a l pub lished  b y  a u th o r ity  of th e G eneral 
G ran d  C hap ter, bu t w ith o u t com m ent, an d  gives th e  action  of 
our G ran d  C h ap te r rejecting  th e  recom m endation .

W e fin d  h im  say in g , u n d e r Illin o is , a n d  w ith  m u c h  reason :

“ N o. 3 says: ‘T he cerem onies o f th e  in sta lla tio n  m u s t begin 
w ith  th e  H ig h  P rie s t. 1 T his is now  th e  ru le in  th e  D istric t of 
C olum bia,a  decision h av in g  been first m ad e  by C om panion  M at-
th ew  T rim ble  w h en  G rau d  H ig h  P riest in  1879. W e have 
som etim es th o u g h t th a t  such  a ru le  m ig h t create  m u c h  incon-
venience, as, for in stance , if  th e  H ig h  P ries t elect shou ld  be 
ab sen t from  th e  Ju risd ic tio n  or be too ill to  a tte n d  a t  th e  proper 
tim e for in s ta lla tio n . N ow , as th e  form er H ig h  P riest is to  re -
ta in  h is  office an d  function  u n til h is successor sh a ll h ave  been 
in s ta lled , w hy  m a y  he n o t in s ta ll a ll th e  o th er officers an d  hold  
h is position u n ti l th e officer elect can be insta lled?

C om pauion D uncan , of L ou isiana , h a v in g  com m ented a d -
versely-on th e  conferring, by  th e  G ran d  C hap ter o f th is  D istric t, 
o f th e  Degrees on those w ho tem p o ra rily  reside in  th e  D istric t 
a n d  vote elsew here, he says th a t  “ th e  M asons of th e  D is tiic t of 
C olum bia have never surrendered , nor w ill th e y ever su rrender,
th e  im m em oria l proscrip tion  an d  M asonic r ig h t in regard  to  th e
selection of m a te ria l.”

H e  differs w ith  C om panion  D ru m m o n d , o f M aine, as to  th e  
necessity  of re -in sta lla tion  of an  officer elected  to  succeed h im -
self in  sam e office.

E N G L A N D .

W e have on ly th e M inu tes of th e Q u arte rly C onvocation of
th is  G ran d  C hap ter, held  on F eb ru a ry  3d, 1897, on w h ich  oc-
casion M .\  E . \  C om panion E a rl A m herst, a s G . \  Z.-., presided, 
E . \  C om panion E d w ard  L e te h w o rth  being G .\  Scribe E . \

C harters w ere g ran ted  for th e  fo rm ation  of four new  C h ap -
ters, w hile  one C h ap te r w as erased from  th e  roll of C hapters, 
a n d  sum m ons ordered for tw o  o thers to  show  cause w h y  they  
shou ld  no t be erased from  th e  roll of C hapters.
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IR E L A N D .

T he officers im p o rta n t to  be k n o w n  of th is  G ran d  C hap ter 
a re  as fo llow s:

H is  G race, th e  D uke of A bercorn, M .\  E . \  K ing .

A rch ib a ld  St. George, M . \  E . \  R eg istrar.

T he  address of th e  la t te r  is F reem aso n ’s H a ll, D ublin .

M A R K  M A S T E R  M A SO N S—E N G L A N D , 1897.

T he G ran d  Lodge of M ark  M aster M asons m e t in  q u arte rly  
C om m u n ica tio n  in  Septem ber, 1896, w ith  R ig h t H on . E a r l  of 
E u sto n , Pro. G. M aster, a n d C. F . M atier, G. S ecretary .

F iv e  new  M ark L odges w ere estab lished , th ree  in  E n g lan d , 
one in  In d ia , a n d one in  S o u th  Africa.

A gain  th ere  w as a com m unica tion  h e ld  on D ecem ber 1, 1896, 
th e  R ig h t H o n . V iscoun t D ungaroan , D . G. M aster, as G. 
M aster.

T he  B oard  of G eneral Purposes reported  th e  n u m b er of M. 
M asons registered  as 86,018. H ere  w e lea rn  th a t  “ th e  S cotch  
acknow ledge  th e  E n g lish  M ark , an d  vice v ersa .”

W a rra n ts  for th ree  new  L odges w ere g ran ted  a t th e  C om m u-
n ication  in  M arch, 1897.

G E O R G IA —7 5 t h  A n n u a l ,  A p r i l ,  1897.

M .\  E . -. G ran d  H ig h  P ries t C harles W essolow sky presided 
over th is  C onvocation o f th e  G ran d  C hapter, a n d  th u s  speaks 
of th e  c o n iitio n  of th e  C ra f t :

“ Peace a n d  good w ill prevail th ro u g h o u t th e  ju risd ic tion , a n d  
w ere i t  n o t th a t  th e  p a s t y ear w as one o f troublesom e presi-
d en tia l election, a n d  w ith  i t  to  m ee t perp lexed  questions, w h ich  
craved  th e  a tte n tio n  of n early  every one of our citizens w ith in  
th is  com m onw ealth , I  th in k  we w ould have h ad  a very  fla tte r-
in g  an d  prosperous year. A s it  is, we have  m ade considerable 
ga in , a n d  th e  re tu rn s  show  a very  h e a lth y  condition .

“ T he gross gaiu  of R oyal A rch  M asons in  th e  Ju risd ic tio n  
h as  been for th e  year 313.

“ M arked, an d  on th e  w ay  to ex a lta tio n , 296; a u d  th e  to ta l
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n u m b er of m em bersh ip now on our rolls, as far as re tu rn s h av e
com e in  a n d  been tabu la ted , show a n e t gain  o f about 600.”

H e  also congra tu la tes th e  G ran d C h ap te r on its  im p ro v ed  
financia l condition, for from  h av in g  to  borrow  a  large am o u n t 
la s t year he tru s ts  “th a t  from  now  on our finances w ill no t give 
us an y  tro u b le .”

H e  issued D ispensations for th ree  new  C hapters.
H is decisions were few, b u t s tric tly in accordance w ith th e

law s a n d  usages of M asonry.
A t th e  la s t a n n u a l C onvocation an  edict for enforced dep en d -

a n t  m em b ersh ip  w as passed.
A t th is  an  effort w as m ad e  to  repeal it, b u t w ith o u t success.

“ R esolved, T h a t th e  E d ic t adop ted  a t th e  la s t C onvocation of 
th is  G ran d  C h ap te r p rov id ing  th a t  ‘no C om panion w ho sh a ll 
rem ain unaffilia ted w ith th e L odge for as m u c h as tw elve
m o n th s  hereafter w ith o u t an  effort to becom e affiliated, sh a ll 
be en titled to  m em bersh ip , or a n y  office in  a n y  C hap ter, or in  
th e  G rand  C h ap te r’ be, a n d  th e  sam e is hereby resc inded .”

In  his A ddress th e  G rand  H ig h  P riest anno u n ced  th e  d ea th  
of th e  venerable G ran d  Secretary, C om panion A . M. W olih iu , 
a n d  in  p ay in g  tr ib u te  to  h is  m em ory  s a y s :

“ C om panion  A ndrew  M. W o lih in ’s p riva te life was w ith o u t 
a  sta in . F ro m  boyhood h is w as a career o f religious fervor; h is 
fa ith  was im p lic it a n d  sublim e. H e  knew  h is God, a n d  no 
lingering  doub t d is tu rbed his belief in th e lofty teac h in g  of ou r 
in s titu tio n , ‘a  fu tu re  s ta te  of e te rn a l b liss .’ ”

W ould  th a t  th e  sam e could be said  of us w hen  we are gone! 
H e  pays a  very  handsom e a n d  deserved co m p lim en t to  th e  

ab ility  a n d  faith fu lness of C om panion W . S. R am sey , C hair-
m an  of th e  C om m ittee on Correspondence.

O n an  app lica tion  for rem ission of dues by  a C hapter, th e  
C om m ittee  s a y s :

“ W e recom m end th a t  th e  app lica tion  of P ierce C hap ter, No. 
53, B utler, G a., for rem ission  of dues to th e  G rand  C h ap te r for 
1896, be no t g ran ted . W e recom m end to Pierce C h ap te r to
raise th e ir dues to  th e  C h ap te r from  §1.00 per a n n u m  to an  
a m o u n t sufficient to pay  th e ir  a n n u a l dues to  th e  G rand  C h ap -
te r  a n d  to  m ee t cu rren t expenses .”
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A n d  ad d  a recom m endation to  a ll C hap ters “ to keep th e ir  
room s an d  p roperty  generally  p roperly  in su re d .”

C harles W essolow sky, A lbany , G. H . P.
W m . A. W olih in , M aeon, G. Sec’y.

C om panion W . S. R am sey again b ro u g h t forw ard h is review
of th e  proceedings o f sister Ju risd ic tio n s, ours, how ever, no t be-
in g  am ong  th em . W e only  on th is  occasion copy th e  follow ing 
from  his in troduction , as we h av e  lingered  long  w ith  these pro-
ceedings, a n d  no new  questions have  arisen  to  call fo rth  ex -
ten d ed  rem ark  a n d  our C om panions are fu ll a lready  of th e  old 
ones. W e hope G rand  Secretaries w ill give over to h im . W e 
find  no in d ex  to  th e  copy sen t us from  Georgia:

“ W e h ave  review ed som e of th e  above proceedings for te n  
years, b u t have  b rough t th e m  all u p  to 1896, so th a t  our review s 
in  fu tu re  w ill be of un ifo rm  date. M any  of these  proceedings 
are deficient in  v ita l statistics. Som e h ave  th a t  w h ich  is essen-
tia l to  an  acceptable volum e, i. e., good ty p e  a n d  good paper. 
A few of th e m  have no in d ex , b u t m ost of th e m are a ttra c tiv e  
in b in d in g a n d general m ech an ism , a n d h ave adop ted th e p lan
of in se rtin g  engrav ings of em in e n t C om pan ions.”

IL L IN O IS —4 7 t h  A n n u a l ,  O c t o b e r ,  1896.

C hapters, 186; m em bers, 16,679; increase, 285.

W ell m a y th e  G rand H ig h  P riest, George M. M oulton, say 
th a t  th e  C raft “ has m ad e  su b s tan tia l progress in  th is  S ta te ,” 
a n d  he adds, “ W h a t is m ore to  be desired, peace a n d  h a rm o n y  
abide w ith in  th e  veils.”  A n d  th e  C om m ittee  on G rievances 
th u s  su b s ta n tia te  th is  assertion:

“ The greetings of old C om panions w ith  w hom  we have asso-
ciated  in  fra te rn a l duties for nearly  a th ird  of a  cen tu ry , as well 
as those w ho have b u t recen tly tak en u p o n them selves th e
duties a n d  responsibilities of official life, has been our on ly  a n d  
very  p leasan t d u ty .”

A s all th e  w ork  before them .
H e  had  g ran ted  no D ispensation  for a new  C hapter, b u t h a d  

received a pe tition  for one so la te  as to induce h im  to  refer th e  
app lica tion  to  th e  G rand  C hapter, w hich  au tho rized  its  issue a t  
th is  C onvocation.
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A m ong th e  decisions of th e  G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t we find  th is :

“ 3. I t  is law fu l to open a n d  tra n sa c t th e  business of a  C hap-
te r  in  th e  absence of th e  w ritte n  C harter. T he  lega lity  of a 
C h a p te r a n d  its  acts depends on th e  g ra n tin g  a n d  co n tinuance  
of its  C h arte r by G rand  C hap ter, a n d  n o t upon th e  ex istence or 
presence of th e  w ritte n  evidence thereof.”

W e are unab le  to  reconcile th is  w ith  w h a t w as certa in ly  an d  
im pressively  ta u g h t us in  one of th e  Degrees co n s titu tin g  R oyal 
A rch  M asonry—th a t  w ith o u t th e  ac tu a l bodily presence o f th e  
C harte r, th e  gavel w as no longer an  em blem  of au th o rity , an d  
indeed  th a t  in  its  absence th ere  w as no  Lodge. W ere we im -
p roperly  in s tru c ted , or has th is  portion of its  teach in g s been 
a lte red  or excluded? I s  i t  possible th a t  th e  D egree has been 
changed? I f  it  has, as th is  w as th e  m o st im p o rta n t lesson 
ta u g h t, i t  m ig h t read ily  be d ropped, as has been  done by 
C anada.

H e  called a tte n tio n  to  th e  needy  condition  of th e  venerab le  
w idow  of th e  la te  G ran d  H ig h  P riest, a u d  s ta te d  th a t  he  had  
au tho rized  sen t to  h er one hun d red  dollars, w h ich  w as approved 
by G rand  C h ap te r a n d  a u th o rity  g iven for an o th e r h u n d red .

H e  appealed  to G rand  C h ap te r to  give su b s ta n tia l a id  to  th e  
M asonic H om e, a n d  an  app ro p ria tio n  of one th o u san d  dollars 
w as m ade. '

T he G ran d  C h ap te r of V ictoria, h av in g  overcom e all difficul-
ties, w as w a rm ly  recognized “ as th e  sole govern ing  body in  
R oyal A rch  M asonry  in  th e said  P rov ince of V ic to ria .”

G ran d T reasurer reports a balance of over §13,000.00, a n d  in -
vested fu n d s am o u n tin g to §7,000.00.

W e are pleased w ith  th e follow ing R esolu tion , n o t o n ly  as 
show ing  a deep in te rest on th e  p a rt o f th e  G ran d  C h ap te r in  th e  
w elfare of h er S ubordinates, b u t also as keep ing  th e  G rand  
C h ap te r in  to u ch  w ith  th e  m a n n e r in  w h ic h  h er S ubord ina tes 
are p repared  to  d ischarge th e ir  ob ligations to  each  o ther, a u d  to 
th e  g reat body of th e  C raft in d iv id u a lly :

“ Resolved, T h a t all S ubord inate  C hap ters in  th is  G ran d  J u -
risd iction  be requ ired  to  m ake, w ith  th e  A n n u a l R eport for th e  
y ear en d in g J u n e 30, 1897, a deta iled s ta te m e n t of th e ir fin an -
cial condition  a t  th e  d a te  of th e  las t A n n u a l C onvocation of said 
C h a p te r. S a id  s ta te m e n t to  be m ad e  on b lanks to  be fu rn ish ed
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by th e  G rand  Secretary, a n d  shall show  in  d e ta il th e  a m o u n ts  
received, a n d  from  w h a t sources; th e  a m o u n t expended , a n d  for 
w h a t purpose expended . S uch  s ta te m e n t to  be solely for th e  
in fo rm ation of th e G ran d C hap ter, b u t n o t necessarily for p ub-
lica tio n .”

A  R eso lu tion  w as adop ted prov id ing for a  m ee tin g  of th e  
G ran d  L ecturers, th a t  th e y  “ m ay  becom e un ifo rm  in  th e  read -
in g  of th e  B lack  H a w k ; also to  adop t a  un ifo rm  system  of th e  
floor w ork in th e  several D egrees of C ap itu la r M asonry .” So, 
even w ith  th e fR itu a l p rin te d  a n d  in  th e  h an d s of th e  officers,, 
u n ifo rm ity  can n o t be ob tained .

F rederick  C. W inslow , Jacksonville , G. H . P .
G ill W . B arn a rd , Chicago, G. See’y.

T he  R ep o rt on C orrespondence is th e  p roduct o f P a s t G rand  
H ig h  P riest Jo h n  M. Pearson, in c lu d in g  in  h is  review  A lab am a 
for 1895.

H o w  tru e  is w h a t w e copy as h is co m m en t of Ohio, w here  a 
C h ap te r h av in g  failed to pay  a ta x  levied for bu ild ing  th e  H om e,
a n d  up o n  d em an d  h av in g  expressed its  poverty , its  in ab ility to  
levy  u n d e r its  B y-L aw s such  a ta x , a n d th e  absence of C onsti-
tu tio n a l au th o r ity  to  w a rra n t such  a  levy  by  G ran d  C hap ter, 
a n d th e R eport of th e C om m ittee to w h ich i t w as referred au -
th o riz in g  th e  G ran d  H ig h  P riest to  tre a t th e  C h ap te r as in  con-
te m p t unless th e  sam e be pa id  -within s ix ty  days :

“ W e h av e  n o t m u c h  doub t o f th e  final issue. M ig h t seem s to  
m a k e  r ig h t, in  th is  case, a n d  th e  poor S ubord ina te  w ill subm it, 
to  save its  life; b u t no one w ill ever believe th a t  its  opin ions h av e  
c h an g ed .”

IN D IA N A —5 1 s t  A n n u a l ,  O c t o b e r , 1896.

C hap ters, 85; m em bers, 5,459; loss, 20.
T he G ran d  C h ap te r w as d u ly  opened by th e  G ran d  H ig h  

P riest, H e n ry  W . M ordhurst, a n d  in troduces h is A ddress t h u s :

“ T he su m m er is ended. T he flower has faded a n d  th e  foliage 
w ithered . N a tu re  is clo thed  in  au tu m n  garb, p rep arin g  for th e  
w in te r’s slum ber, w hen , a fter an a llo tted  tim e, th e  e a rth  w ill 
w ake again . H o w  like  u n to  m a n . T he spring , th e  sum m er, 
th e  a u tu m n  a n d  th e  sleep e f  w in ter, a n d  th e n  th e  sp rin g tid e  o f 
im m o rta lity .”  ,
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H e  called th e  roll of departed  C om panions w ith  due respect; 
issued several D ispensations for election o f officers; app roved  
m a n y  B y-L aw s, a n d  answ ered  m ore th a n  th e  usual n u m b er of 
enqu iries, b u t none of general in terest.

H e  g ra n te d  D ispensations to  th ree  new  C hapters, to  w h ich  
C harters w ere aw ard ed , a n d  arrested  th e  C harters of tw o  C hap-
ters.

H e  seem s to  h ave  been so m ew h at an n o y ed  a t  th e  lev ity  d is-
p lay ed  in  th e  conferring of som e of th e  Degrees, a n d  denounces 
th is  practice.

W e are  no litt le  surprised  a t  th e  occurrence o f acts w h ich  
sh o u ld  call for a  c ircu lar le tte r from  h im  co n ta in in g  th e  follow -
ing:

“ I t  has com e to  th e  know ledge of th e  G rand H ig h  P ries t th a t  
som e C hap ters w hen  so appearing  have no t, how ever, observed 
th e  p roprieties su itab le  to such  events. T he  robes and  p a rap h er-
n a lia  w h ich  ad d  d ig n ity  a n d  so lem n ity  to  th e  p rac tice  o f our 
esoteric rites becom e in ap p ro p ria te  a n d  o fttim es farcical w h en  
w orn a n d  d isp layed  in  pub lic  processions. To guard  ag a in s t 
a n y th in g  lik e ly  to  d e trac t from  th e  decorum  a n d  th e  h ig h  s ta n d -
in g  of th e  C hap ter, it  is hereby  d irected  th a t  its p a rap h ern a lia  
be n o t ex h ib ited  in  public, a n d  th a t  th e  on ly  M asonic c lo th ing  
to be w orn w h en  so app earin g  is—aside from  th e  jew els of th e  
officers—th e  lam b-sk in  apron , agreeable to Section 145 of th e  
G eneral B egulations, w h ich  reads as follow's—.”

I n  In d ia n a  th e  p rin ted  R itu a l seem s to  be a  source of trouble, 
a  spurious copy being h aw k ed  a ro u n d  in tro d u c in g  an  u n a u -
thorized  w ork. H e  found  i t  im possible to  ferre t o u t th e  p rim e 
a u th o r  of th e  offense.

B alance in  T reasury , $2,422.00.
T h e  follow ing E d ic t w as passed by G rand  C h ap te r:

“ I t  is th e  im p era tiv e  d u ty  of th e  G rand  H ig h  P riest to  a t  once
suspend  th e  functions of a n y  C h ap te r fa iling  to  m ak e  its  a n n u a l 
repo rt w ith in  th i r ty  d ay s afte r th e  tim e  prescribed by law . S uch  
suspension  to  con tinue u n til such  report is filed w ith  th e  G rand

. S ecre ta ry .”

Jo h n  F . R edm ond , L ogansport, G. H . P .
W illia m  IT. S m y th e , In d ian ap o lis , G. Sec’y.
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T he R eport on C orrespondence is m ad e  by  one o f th e  princes 
•of th e  G uild , T hom as B . Long, P a s t G rand  H ig h  P riest, an d  in  
i t  w e find  A lab am a for 1893.

N o tic ing  th e R eport of th e  C om m ittee  adverse to  ch arg in g  a  
fee for a D im it, he  s a y s :

“ W ell,“th is conclusion is correct, an d  th e  princip le  em bodied 
in  th e  R eport is e m in e n tly  ju s t;  b u t as th e  E d ic t of th e  G eneral 
G ran d  B ody is o n ly  o f b in d in g  force upon th e  C hapters d irec tly  
su b o rd in a te  to  it, no ac tu a l law  seem s to  h av e  been estab lished  
in  A lab am a by th e  adoption  of th is  R ep o rt.”

H e  th in k s  th e  “ hu e a n d  c ry ” som ew hat noisy ag a in s t th e  
P a s t M aster’s Degree.

I f  ta u g h t in  th e  C h ap te r as form erly , w h y  do we see a  G rand  
H ig h P rie st dec la ring th a t it is n o t necessary to h av e th e C har-
te r  in th e  C h ap te r H a ll or Lodge R oom , if  th e  H ig h  P riest is 
o n ly  sure i t  is in  safe keeping? T hen  w h y  d u p lica te  a  C h arte r 
w hen  destroyed? I t  is on ly  an  evidence, say  som e, th a t  it  had  
been g ran ted  by G ran d  C hap ter, w hile  su rely  th e  records of th a t  
G ran d  Body are  sufficient evidence.

W e are in full accord w ith h im as to th e pow er of a sum m ons.
H e a r h im  :

“ I n  fact, a  su m m o n s is effective w herever th e person receiv-
in g  i t  m a y  be, if  i t  be fa irly  possible for h im  to obey it. W h e th e r 
he has p ledged h im se lf to  obey it, i f  w ith in  th e  le n g th  of his 
cable-tow , th e  square of his w ork, or th e  circle of h is conduct, 
he m u s t observe h is pledge if  i t  is in  h is pow er reasonably, to do 
so. T he  th eo ry  of som e of th e  old w riters th a t  th e  phrase  first
above em ployed m eans a certa in m easured distance, a n d th a t
th e  le n g th  of a  cable-tow  for an  E n te re d  A ppren tice  is th ree  
m iles, w as n ever based upon  a n y  proper construction  of th e  
m ean in g  of th e  obligation. T he  B altim o re  C onvention  o f 1842 
regarded  th e  p rom ise as sym bolic in  character, a n d  as ju s tly  
m ean in g ‘w ith in th e scope of a m a n ’s reasonable a b ility .’ I t is
ce rta in ly  m islead ing  to  leave th e  C om panions of D elaw are u n d e r 
th e  im pression a n d  belief th a t  if  one receives a  su m m o n s w h en  
w ith o u t th e  te rrito ria l lim its  of h is  C h a p te r’s ju risd ic tio n , he is 
n o t bound  to  obey i t . ”

In te re s tin g  as is th is  review , sp rink led  as it  is all over w ith  
g litte rin g  th o u g h ts , our space forbids fu r th e r ta rry in g .
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I O W A — 44t h  A n n u a l , J u l y , 1897.

C hapters, 119; m em bers, 7,858; increase, 106.
E v e ry  one o f these  119 C hap ters h a d  m ad e  th e ir  reports an d  

p a id  th e ir  dues, as repo rted  by th e  G ran d  Secretary , a n d  R ep -
resen ta tives from 95 w ere presen t w h en  th e  M .\  E . \  G rand  
H ig h  P riest, in  A m ple F o rm , opened th e  G ran d  C h ap te r a n d
delivered  h is  A ddress. I n  i t  he pays a h ig h  tr ib u te  to th e  
m em ory of th e ir deceased G ran d G uard , a n d a v ery to u ch in g
eulogy on th e  deceased w ife of C om panion  T. S. P a rv in , th e
fa ther, a lm o st, of M asonry  in  Iow a.

H e  issued  h is  D ispensation  for one new  C hap ter, there  being 
a n o th er u n d er an  ex ten d e d  D ispensa tion , a n d  to  b o th  of th ese  
w ere C harters aw arded . O f su ch  D ispensations he says, a n d  
h is  rem ark s m ay  be heeded in  o th er sections th a n  in  Iow a:

“ W h ile  I  had  sem i-official n o ticeo n ly  a sk in g for D ispensation  
to  estab lish  C hap ters  in  ce rta in  localities, I  have  n o t encouraged 
it, a n d  to ld  th e m  th e ir  request could n o t co n sisten tly  be com -
plied w ith . W e have now m ore th a n  a  sufficien t n u m b er o f 
C hap ters to su p p ly  th e  d em an d , a n d  if  w e h a d  a  less num ber, 
w ith  m ore vigor a n d  en th u s ia sm on th e  p a r t of th e m em bers, 
C ap itu la r M asonry  w ould n o t su tle r in  th e  S ta te . W h ile  no t 
w ish in g  to  be fau lt-f in d in g  or criticising , b u t from  personal in -
spection an d observation, I am convinced th a t th e g ra n tin g o f
ad d itio n a l D ispensations, for a  tim e , a t  least, w ould  be in ju rious 
to C ap itu la r M asonry. W e a lread y  have too m a n y  v 7eak  C h ap -
ters in  our m id st, som e w ho h av e  h a rd ly  enough  v ita lity  to  
ex is t, a n d  to  increase th e  p resen t n u m b er w ould  be sap p in g  th e  
life of those th a t  do w ell to  hold  th e ir  o w n .”

H e  also sta tes  th a t  “ in  som e cases I  refused D ispensa tions to  
ba llo t o u t o f tim e , being satisfied  th a t  th e  C h ap te r D egrees w ere 
to  be rushed  th ro u g h  in  double q u ick  tim e, w h ich  w ould do th e  
c an d id a te  in ju ry  o n ly .” T h is is indeed  too true , a n d  th ey  w ere 
p erh ap s on ly  w an ted  to  fu rn ish  a stepp ing-p lace to so m eth in g  
deem ed h igher.

P rep a ra to ry  steps w ere being  ta k e n  for re tu rn in g  th e  Council 
Degrees to  th e  keep ing  of th e  G ran d  C ouncil.

I t  wras proposed to have  in serted  in  or endorsed upon  th e  p e ti-
tion  for th e  Degrees a p re tty  fu ll h is to ry  o f th e  ap p lican t, h is  
p lace o f b ir th , his religion, as w ell as th a t  o f h is  p a ren ts , an d
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o th e r im p o rta n t facts re la tin g  to his M asonic a n d  political h is-
to ry , etc., etc ., b u t th e G rand C h ap te r saw fit.to differ from th e
in tro d u cer a n d  to m ak e  no su ch  ad d itio n  to  w h a t is a lready  
required .

C ash  on h an d , $3,146.00.
F o u r h u n d re d  copies of th e  R itu a l w ere p rin ted  because th e  

first ed ition  w as ex hausted . W h ere  are th e y  all? A n d  echo 
answ ers, W here?

W illiam  D. Irv in e , S ioux C ity, G. H . P .
A lfred W ingate , Des M oines, G. Sec’y.

C om panion T. R . E rcan b rack  again  produced one of h is de-
ligh tfu l review s of th e  Proceedings of sister G rand  C hapters, 
w herein  A lab am a occupies her u sual place.

W e regret to  find  th a t  w e are supposed to  be a  liberal dealer 
in  sw eetm eats, for we had  heretofore had th e  rep u ta tio n  of being 
very  honest.

K A N S A S —3 2 n d  A n n u a l ,  F e b r u a r y ,  1897.

C hap ters, 81; m em bers, 5,037; increase, 81.
G rand  H ig h  P ries t S am uel E . B usser, a fte r open ing th e  G rand  

C h ap te r in  A m ple  F orm , delivered a  very  e loquen t A ddress, 
am p lify in g  on th e  beauties o f M asonry a n d  its  m ission a n d  th e  
value of th e  C ap itu la r Degrees, an d  proceeded to  in form  G ran d  
C h ap te r o f h is official ac ts  d u rin g  th e  year. H is  first w as th e  
m o u rn fu l one o f officiating a t  th e  funeral obsequies o f P a s t 
G ran d  H ig h  P rie st O w en A. B assett, of w hom  he says: “ H e  
lives in every stone of our M asonic edifice. H is  w ork  w ill be 
h is  m o n u m e n t.”  H e  m ad e  a  n u m b er o f v is ita tions, a n d  o f 
th e m  s a y s :

“ I t  w as m y  privilege to  m ak e  th ir ty -fo u r v is ita tions d u rin g  
th e  year. I delivered th irty -s ix  addresses on C ap itu la r M asonry. 
I  conferred th e  M ost E x ce llen t M aster’s Degree on six ty-one 
candidates, th e  M ark  M aster on ten , th e  P a s t M aster on ten , 
a n d  th e  R oyal A rch  on th irty -th ree , th u s  e x a ltin g  eleven team s. 
I  in s ta lled  th e officers of six C hapters. I n  th e  perform ance of 
these  labors, I  sp en t seventy-four days an d  m a n y  n ig h ts , a n d  
traveled  in  ac tu a l m ileage in  th is  service n in e  th o u san d  a n d  
tw e n ty  m iles. I  h ad  defin ite  w ord th a t  th ree  C hapters in -
tended  to su rrender th e ir  C harters w h en  I  v is ited  th em , every
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one of w hich has ta k e n on new life, a n d I believe w ill become
a n  honor to our roster. T h u s I  have p resented  to you th is  phase 
of m y  w ork for inspection , an d  th o u g h  i t  has requ ired  th e  ex -
p en d itu re  of considerable m oney, I  feel confiden t it  has accom -
p lish ed  such  good as can n o t be estim ated  in  dollars a n d  c en ts .”

T he va lue  of these v is ita tions can n o t be calculated .
H e  issued m a n y  D ispensations to  elect a n d  in s ta ll officers, 

a n d  a  few for conferring  th e  Degrees ou t of tim e, or w ith o u t 
aw a itin g  th e  usual tim e  required, a n d  th ree  for conferring  a ll of 
th e  Degrees on th e  sam e day . T h is la s t we deem  a bad  practice, 
for w e n ever k n ew  one so m ad e  ever to  prove a va luab le  m em ber 
of th e  C hapter. O ne so hurried th ro u g h  on ra ilroad tim e  is of 
th e  op in ion th a t he know s i t all an d  w ill m ak e  no fu rth e r effort. 
Por such  D ispensations G ran d  C h ap te r levies a fee of five dol-
lars, a n d  th e  G ran d  H ig h  P rie st says:

“ I  apn of th e  opin ion  th a t  th e  fee of $5.00 charged  for Degrees 
so conferred u n d e r D ispensation , has very nearly  obliterated  th is  
evil, a n d  is w itha l a  very proper reg u la tio n .”

Y e t we find h im  also m ak in g  th is  reco m m en d a tio n :

“ Follow ing  th e  adoption  of th e  R itu a l of th e  G eneral G rand  
C hap ter, if  you th in k as I  do on th is  subject, I  w ould  recom -
m en d  th a t i t  be requ ired of a ll can d id a tes to  co m m it to  m em ory  
th e lectures o f th e  several Degrees, before being  inducted , re-
ceived a n d  acknow ledged, a n d  exalted , a n d  th a t  th e  H ig h  P riest, 
K in g  a n d  Scribe, in  open C hapter, e x am in e  th e  cand ida tes, a n d  
p ronounce ju d g m e n t on th e ir proficiency. C om panions, I  m ak e  
th is  recom m endation  in  order to give in d iv id u a lity  to  C h ap te r 
w ork, a n d  in  order to ex a lt th e  C h ap te r as w ell as cand ida tes. 
I  have  carefully  investiga ted  th e  subject, a n d  ca n n o t offer a  
single reason w hy  we shou ld  n o t ta k e  such  ac tion . I t  is con-
tra ry to th e t r u th for th e Senior D eacon, w h en asked regard ing
th e  ca n d id a te ’s proficiency, to respond, ‘H e  h a s .’ I  have been 
called on to  ex am in e  R oyal A rch  M asons, w ho d id  no t k n o w  a 
single p rinc ip le  of th e  C ap itu la r system , a n d  I  am  convinced 
th a t  such  ex am in a tio n  w ould be as useful a n d  he lpfu l to  th e  
C om panions of th e  C hap ter as to th e  can d id a te h im self. I  hope 
th e question m ay receive due co n sid era tio n .”

T he R itu a l o f th e  G eneral G ran d  C h ap te r w as su bsequen tly  
adop ted , excep t as to  th e  open ing  a n d  plosing cerem onies, b u t
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w e find  n o th in g  look ing  to  a com pulsory  know ledge of th e  lec-
tu re s  before ad v ancem en t.

G ran d  T reasurer reports balance o f G eneral F u n d  to be over 
§3,000.00, a n d of th e  C h arity  F u n d  §514.00. A ppro p ria tio n s 
w ere m ade on behalf of needy C om panions a n d  w idow s.

T here w ere no grievances to  redress.
T he  sa la ry  o f G ran d  H ig h  P riest w as raised  to  §200.00; th e re  

is also th e  usual provision m ad e  for h is  expenses.
O ne D ipensation  w as g ran ted  for a  new  C hapter, w h ich  re-

ceived a C h arte r a t th is  C onvocation.

C harles E . M orrell, K irw in , G. H . P.
Jacob  D eW itt, Salina , G. S es’y.

T h is las t, a  P a s t G ran d  H ig h  P riest, m ade  th e  R eport on Cor-
respondence, in  i t  rev iew ing A lab am a for 1S95.

H e  expresses a deal of m odesty  ab o u t h is effort, w h ich  is be-
com ing  in all, both m an  a n d  m aiden , b u t w e d o n ’t  ex ac tly  see 
th e  reason for it, a n d  we have carefully  been th ro u g h th e  R eport.
In d eed , a t  th e  very  o u tse t we find  h im  w ritin g  as an  old h an d , 
a n d  d isp lay in g  to  our m in d  sound ju d g m e n t a n d  good sense; 
for, sp eak in g  of th e  necessity  for th e  “ perfect m a n ,” we find
R im  th u s  expressing  h im se lf :

“ W e hold  th a t  we w ould n o t g rea tly  e rr in  ju d g in g  each piece 
of m ate ria l by  itself, a n d  accep ting  or re jecting according  as its 
m erits  m ig h t dem an d . Sufficient we th in k  it  i f  th e  can d id a te  
c a n  conform  to  th e  form s a n d  cerem onies of th e  Degrees, pro-
v ided he m eets th e m en ta l and m oral te s ts .”

K E N T U C K Y —9 7 t h  A n n u a l ,  O c t o b e r ,  1896.

C hapters, 82; m em bers, 2,923; increase, 271.
M .\  E . \  Jo h n  G. O rudorff presided, a n d  in  h is  A ddress alludes 

in  feeling te rm s to  th e  d e a th  of m em bers of th is  a n d o th er Ju r is -
d ic tio n s . Pie issued eigh teen  D ispensations to “ ballot on pe ti-
tions a n d confer th e Degrees o u t of tim e;'” a goodly n u m b er of
ra ilroad ing  cases—one au th o riz in g a  d o rm a n t C h ap te r to  resum e 
w ork, one to au tho rize  a  C h ap te r to  elect a n d  in s ta ll officers, 
a n d  one to  elect a n d in s ta ll a  Scribe.

A fter th e  C om m ittee  h a d reported  on th e  books of G rand  Sec-
re ta ry  as eorrect, he au tho rized  th e  G ran d  K in g  to  in s ta ll th is
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officer, he  h av in g  been previously  elected a n d  h is bond  d u ly  
filed.

H e m ad e  no decisions, a n d  expresses a doub t as to  “ w h e th e r 
th is betokens good or ill to our R ite .” H e notes th e necessity
for a  book of C o n stitu tio n  a n d  D igest of th e  L aw s of G ran d  
C hapter, a u d  recom m ends th a t  su ch  be p repared  a n d  a  suffi-
c ien t n u m b e r of copies be p rin ted  to  su p p ly  every C h ap te r w ith  
it. T h is recom m endation  w as adop ted  a n d  th e  necessary ap -
propria tion  m ade for it.

S peak ing  in  deservedly h ig h  term s of th e  labors of th e  C h air-
m an  of C om m ittee  on C orrespondence, a n d  th e  d im in ish ed  ap -
p rop ria tion  therefor, he adds:

“ I t  is in ad eq u a te . I  am  in  receipt of so m u ch  of th e  C om -
m itte e ’s R ep o rt as w arran ts  th e  belief th a t  th e  R ep o rt w ill cover 
m ore th a n seven ty -tw o pages. ‘T he laborer is w o rth y of h is
h ire ,’ a n d I earnestly recom m end th a t th e usual, or o th er ade-
quate , app ropria tion  be m ad e  for th e  benefit of th e  p resen t 
C h a irm an  of said  C om m ittee, w ho has d istin g u ish ed  h im self in  
th is  line, a n d  enjoys to -day  th e  rep u ta tio n  of a  M asonic s tu d e n t 
a n d  w riter of a b il ity .”

O n th e  s tre n g th  of w h ich  th e  app ropria tion  w as raised  from  
tw enty-five to  one h u n d red  dollars.

A  m o st ex cellen t Code o f R ules for th e  g o v ern m en t an d  g u id -
ance o f C hapters a n d  th e ir  m em bers w as presented by h im . I n  
i t  lev ity  in  conferring  th e  Degrees is denounced, a n d  th e  record-
in g  th e m a rk  a pre-requisite  to conferring th e  R oyal A rch  De-
gree.

W h e n  speak ing  of th e  “ H o m e ,” th is  is asserted  by h im :

“ T h in k  of it, C om panions! N early  1,000 helpless ones ‘o f th e  
household  of fa ith ' am ong  us, have found  shelter, a n d  food, a n d  
ra im en t, a n d  tra in in g , an d  ten d e r loving  care, an d  a H o m e ,  be-
cause th e y  w ere hom eless. D u rin g  th e  p ast year 263 have  been 
cared  for, a t a  cost of on ly  $92.67 per cap ita . M ay th e  scenes 
you w itnessed  th is  afternoon, a t  th e  ex h ib itio n  of our ad op ted  
ch ild ren , aw ak en  an  increasing  in sp ira tio n  in  yo u r breasts th a t  
sh a ll s tim u la te  you to  y e t g reater deeds o f ch a rity  a n d  prove a 
solace to  each o f you in  yo u r dec lin ing  y ea rs .”

W h a t a  glorious w ork  achieved! W h a t a m o n u m e n t to  th e  
goodness of our C om panions a n d  b re th ren  of K en tu ck y !
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G ran d  T reasurer reports a  balance of §2,849.00.
A C h ap te r w ork ing U. D. w as C hartered a t th is C onvocation,

a n d  a d u p lica te  ordered for one w h ich h a d  lost th e  o rig inal by
Are.

C om m ittee  on F in an ce  recom m ended  th e arrest of th e  C har-
ters of seven C hapters.

T here w ere no grievances before th e  C om m ittee.
T he C om m ittee on B y-L aw s reported . H ere we And th a t in

K e n tu c k y  “ fees for affiliation, th o u g h  n o t proh ib ited , are n o t 
deem ed adv isab le .” B ig h t, we th in k . B u t “ i t  is ob ligato ry on 
C h ap te rs  to  keep a book o f m arks, a n d  n o t to  e x a lt a  B ro ther 
before h is  m ark  is recorded .” A  provision o f g rea tly  less u ti li ty  
th a n  th e  m uch-abused P a s t M aster’s Degree.

“ M in isters can n o t be ex em pted from th e p a y m e n t of Degree
fees.”

T h is  Code w ill lie over for a y e a r

H e n ry  B an sh aw , C ovington, G. H . P .
H e n ry B. G ran t, Louisville, G. Sec’y.

W e have  before us th e  n in th  review  of P a s t G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t 
Jam es W . S laton  of th e  Proceedings of sister G rand  C hap ters , 
an d are pleased to find those of our ow n Ju risd ic tio n am ong
th e m . H e  offers our apology for b rev ity—w aitin g  for “ our e x -
chequer to  recover from  its la te  p a n ic .” I t  is nevertheless very  
fu ll an d  com plete.

H a v in g  so fu lly  g iven w h a t our C om panions in  K en tu ck y  are  
doing , we m u s t forego th e  pleasure o f g iv in g  you w h a t th is  re -
v iew er th in k s , lest th e p rin te r be vexed a t w an t of cash.

L O U IS IA N A —5 0 t h  A n n u a l ,  F e b r u a r y ,  1897.

T he Ju risd ic tion  of th is  G rand  C h ap te r em braces 19 C hapters, 
in w h ich th ere w as a n e t gain d u rin g th e year of 9, a u d its m em -
bership  num bers 1,014. ,

G ran d  H ig h  P riest B . H . Cage is hopeful for th e  fu tu re , a n d
eloquen tly  urges on C om panions th e practice of all M asonic v ir -
tues for th e  b e tte rm en t of our race a n d  m a n k in d ; m ade m a n y  
ap p o in tm en ts  of G ran d  B epresen tatives; expresses h is  a d m ira -
tio n of th e m a n n e r in w hich th e G rand L ec tu re r perform ed his
d u ties , a n d  pa id  proper respect to th e  m em ory  of th e  dead.
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H e  w as called on for no decisions, a n d  issued bu t tw o  D ispen-
sations for elections w here C h ap te rs h ad been rem iss.

G ran d  T reasurer reports a  balance of $2,062.00.
T hree h u n d red  dollars were ap p ro p ria ted  for th e  relief of M a-

sons a n d  th e ir  fam ilies in  th e  “ d ro u g h t-s trick en ” portion  of th e  
S tate .

R . H . Cage, N ew  Iberia , G. H . P.
R ich a rd  L am b ert, N ew O rleans, G. Sec’y.

R ev. H . Cope D uncan , P a s t G rand  H ig h  P riest, p resen ted  th e  
R ep o rt on C orrespondence, in  w h ic h  is h is  review  of A labam a 
for 1895. W e give w h a t he says o f th e R ep o rt o f ou r C om -
m ittee  :

“ T he question  of ch arg in g  a fee for a  d im it w as reported  by  
C om m ittee  on Ju risp ru d en ce  as ‘n o t in  accordance w ith  regu la-
tions of th e  G eneral G ran d  C hap ter of th e  U n ited  S ta te s .’ T h e  
rep o rtin g  ag a in s t such  a  fee w as a good th in g ; th e  b asing  i t  upo n  
th e  regu lations of th e  G eneral G ran d 'C h ap te r a  very  bad th in g . 
T here is a n  evil ten d en cy  abroad to  en large th e  pow ers of th a t  
body. T he  existence of th e  G eneral G ran d C h ap te r a n d  its  
p rosperity d em an d th a t its pow ers be k e p t w ith in th e scope of
its  C onstitu tion . T hey  are  enem ies of th a t  body w ho neg lec t 
those provisions o f th a t  in s tru m e n t th a t  s tric tly  forbid such  
stre tch in g  of th e  law . As friends o f th e  G eneral G ran d  C h ap -
ter, w e ra ise  a w arn in g  voice. T here is danger in  th e  air. I t  is  
w ith in  a tw e lv e-m o n th  th a t  w e w itnessed  an  a tte m p t in  a 
G rand C h ap te r to enforce a doubtfu l au th o r ity of th e G eneral
G ran d  C hap ter. Those w ho a tte m p te d  i t  were in form ed  th a t  if  
insistence w as h ad  a  R esolu tion  w ould  be passed severing th e  
connection betw een th a t  G ran d  C h ap te r an d  th e  G eneral G rand  
C hap ter. W e have every reason to  believe th a t  a ^decided m a -
jo r ity  could have been had  in th e  affirm ative. T he  proposition 
w as fo rtunate ly w ith d ra w n an d th e d an g er averted . T he G en-
eral G ran d  C h ap te r w ill live a n d  it  w ill con tinue  its  career o f 
g rea t usefulness so long as i t  s tan d s w ith in  its  powers. B u t i t  
tran scen d s those pow ers a t  its  p e r il.”
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M A I N E —-71s t A n n u a l , M a y , 1896,

C hap ters, 54; m em bers, 5,897; increase, 183.

M *. E . \  G rand  H ig h  P riest H en ry S. W ebster p resided  over 
th is  Convocation,, a t  w h ich  th ere  were p resen t R ep resen tatives 
from  forty-five C hap ters an d  m a n y  of the- p e rm an en t m em bers.

T he G rand  H ig h  P riest delivered  his A ddress, in  w h ich  tr ib -
u te  is pa id  to th e  dead of th is  a n d  sister Ju risd ic tio n s.

H e  issued a  D ispensation  for th e  form ation  of a  new  C hapter,, 
b u t th e  C om m ittee  to  w h ich  it  w as referred recom m ended th a t  
th e  petitioners h ave  leave to w ith d raw . T he  sam e w as m ad e  
as to  a n o th e r  pe tition  an d  a D ispensation  au tho rized  in  an o th e r 
in s tance . ,

H e noticed th e action o f th e G eneral G rand C h ap te r in m a k -
in g  som e changes in  th e  R itu a l, a n d  recom m ended th e ir  adop-
tion, a n d  it  was voted to  leave th e  p rom ulgation  thereof to  the: 
G ran d  L ecturer.

T he G ran d  T reasu rer’s balance show s §3,707.00.
Several a m en d m en ts  to th e  C onstitu tio n  w ere reported  o n , 

a n d  th e  R eport accepted.

A lbro E . Chase, P o rtlan d , G. H . P.
S tephen  B erry , P o rtlan d , G. Sec’y.

C om panion  J . H . D ru m m o n d , w ho has been w ritin g  these 
R eports for his G rand C h ap te r as long, we believe, as we have 
for ours, once m ore presen ted  his m ost valuable con tribu tion  to  
M asonic lite ra tu re  an d  law , a n d  in his u sual graceful sty le. H e  
is a close s tu d e n t of M asonic histo ry , an d in consequence his
R eports are of g reat in terest, an d  are read  by us w ith  g reat 
p leasure a n d  m u ch  profit, for its  like  s itt in g  a t  th e ieet of G a-
m alie l. O ur lim its  forbid too liberal copying, b u t h is  opinions 
are of m ore w orth  th a n our ow n, a n d  are a lw ay s m ost h ap p ily  
expressed.

A lab am a  for 1895 appears herein . H e  th in k s  our p lan  for th e  
d issem ination  of th e  w ork a good one, an d  if  p roperly  carried 
o u t “ th ere  w ill be a visible im p ro v em en t in  th e  condition  of th e  
C raft in  th is  Ju r isd ic tio n .”

On pub lic  in s ta lla tio n s , u n d er D elaw are, he says:

“ O ur answ er is, th a t  ev ery th in g  th a t  occurs is published in  
th e  text-books, a n d  has been since tex t-books were first k n o w n ,
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a n d  th e  usage of public  in s ta lla tio n s has a lready  been traced  
back to  as early  a  tim e  as th e  origin of th e  R o y a l A rc h  Degree.

“ C om panion D avies, of C alifornia, says : ‘W e th in k  i t  keyoyid 
d isp u te  th a t  th e  r ig h t to in s ta ll in  pub lic  was a d m itte d  by  th e  
o ldest G ran d Lodges, a n d never den ied by an A m erican G rand
Lodge, except, perhaps, in  th e  case of P e n n sy lv a n ia .’

“ A n d  C om panion Seranus B ow en, of M assachusetts, say s: 
R eferring  to  pub lic  in s ta lla tio n s, he says th a t  in  M assachusetts 
‘th e y  have been com para tive ly  frequen t from  th e  very  earliest 
d a y s of th e in s titu tio n h e re ,’ a n d w hen th a t is said, th is estab-
lishes our s ta te m e n t th a t  th e  p rac tice  has ex isted  in  th is  coun-
tr y as long as M asonry has ex isted  h e re .”

U n d er C anada, h e  denies th e  assertion  th a t  “ th e  P a s t M as-
te r ’s Degree never had  a r ig h t to a  p lace in  th e  C ap itu la r sys-
te m ,” as follow s:

“ W hen th e C ap itu lar sy s tem w as organized, th e P a s t M aster’s
Degree w as as m u ch a p a r t of it  as a n y  o th er Degree. In d eed , 
th e  P a s t M aster’s Degree has been a p re-requisite  to  th e  R oyal 
A rch  Degree ever since th e  earliest tim e  a t  w h ich  it  is now  
k n o w n  th e  R oyal A rch D egree existed . I n  th e  C hap ter i t is 
sym bolic w holly , an d  is no m ore th e C raft Degree of th a t nam e 
th a n a n y o th er Degree th a t m ig h t be m en tioned , a n d we v ery
grea tly  regret th a t  th e  G rand  C h ap te r of C anada  shou ld  n o t 
e ith e r have con tinued  to  p ractice th e  E n g lish  system , or, h av -
in g  adop ted  th e  A m erican  system , shou ld  n o t have adopted  it  
in  its  en tire ty . W e regret i t  all th e  m ore because C om panions 
com ing  from  th a t  Ju risd ic tio n  to  th e  U n ited  S tates can n o t v is it 
w ith o u t first receiv ing th a t Degree. I t places th e v is iting Com -
pan ion  a n d  th e  C h ap te r v isited  both  in  a  very  aw k w a rd  posi-
tion , a n d  we believe th a t  for false reasons th e  G rand  C h ap te r of
C an ad a  has m ad e  a  false step  in  s trik in g  i t  from  its  cu rricu lu m .”

H e  gives m ost ex cellen t reasons w h y  th e  petitioners for a new  
C h ap te r shou ld  no t be com pelled to  file d im its  w ith  th e  petition , 
for, shou ld  th e  petition  be refused, or a C harter denied, th e  pe ti-
tioners becom e forced unaffiliates.

H e  availed  h im self of a  sten o g rap h er in th e  p reparation  of th is  
R eport, w h ich  he th in k s  m ay  account for its  len g th , bu t hopes 
to  correct n e x t tim e. Oh, for th e  s'.euographer! W e a re g e ttin g  
so sh a k y now th a t w ritin g is laborious.
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M A R Y L A N D — 99t h  A n n u a l , N o v e m b e r , 4896.

A  special C onvocation of th is  G rand  C h ap te r w as held  A pril 
23rd, 1896, a t  w h ich  th e  several Degrees w ere conferred upon a 
class fu rn ish ed  by  one o f th e  S ubord ina te  C hapters, a n d  th e  
G ran d  C hap ter rem ained  in  session th ree  days in  order, in  th is  
m an n er, to  exem plify  th e  w ork . T his w as done by th e  M .\  
E . \ G ran d H ig h P riest W illiam H . S hryock him self, assisted
by  H ig h  P riests  of th e  Ju risd ic tio n  selected by  h im . A  m ost 
im pressive m a n n e r of exem plify ing  th e  work. T he C onvocation
w as largely a tte n d e d  by officers an d  delegates from th e  Subor-
d inates.

T h e  A n n u a l C onvocation w as held  in  N ovem ber, u n d er th e  
supervision  of th e  sam e M .\  E .1. G ran d  H ig h  P riest, w ho, in 
h is A ddress m ak es som e m ost p e rtin e n t rem ark s on th e sp irit
w h ic h  p ro m p ts too m a n y  on ly  to  tak e  these Degrees as th e  
m ean s of a tta in in g  th e  h ig h er a n d  m ore show y one of K n ig h t 
T em plar, a n d  desire to do so in  g rea t haste . W e copy th e m  for 
th e  consideration  of our C om panions:

“ I t m u s t be acknow ledged th a t , am o n g th e younger Com -
pan io n s especially, th ere seem s to be less in te rest m an ifested  in  
th e  C h ap te r th a n  in  o th e r b ranches o f M asonry. T h is w as n o t
so in  th e  ea rly  days. T hen  Lodges a n d  C hap ters w ere m uch  
m ore in tim a te ly  connected  th a n  now , a n d  i t  was n o t u n u su a l
to  find  a prosperous Lodge w ith  a  C h ap te r ‘under its  w in g .’ 
C om panion S ch u ltz ’s h is to ry tells how th e p ro m in en t a n d
zealous M asons of those days w ere banded  together in  Lodge
a n d  C hap ter alike . T he sam e m en  were conspicuously  id en ti-
fied in  b o th  bodies a u d  th e ir  a tta c h m e n t seem ed equally  strong  
in  each.

“ T here is a  trad itio n th a t  o rig ina lly  th e  R oyal A rch  consti-
tu te d th e M aster’s D egree a n d w as th e su m m it of A ncien t Craft
M asonry. B e th is  as i t  m ay , th e  beau tifu l lessons ta u g h t in  its  
acquisition , a n d  th e  g ran d eu r a n d  com pleteness of th e  schem e 
as illu s tra ted  in  th e  w ork of th e  C hapter, stro n g ly  recom m end 
i t  to  th e  affection and  ad m ira tio n  of th e  M asonic s tu d en t.

“ T here  is also a  trad itio n  th a t in th e early  d ay s—perh ap s we
shou ld say am o n g our an c ie n t b re th ren —progress in M asonry
w as very  slow-. T he  E n te re d  A ppren tice  lite ra lly  w ro u g h t 
seven .years before he w as deem ed w o rth y  to  be advanced ; a n d
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so from one Degree to an o th e r prom otion w as d ep en d en t upon
fa ith fu l service an d  tho ro u g h  know ledge of th e  art. L odge 
m eetings were th en  no t solely for th e  purpose of conferring the- 
Degrees, for u n d er th e  system  th e n  in  vogue th ere  w ere b u t few 
Degrees conferred, a n d  th e  social features of th e  F ra te rn ity  
m ore largely  occupied th e  a tte n tia n  of th e  C raft.

“T he custom  is qu ite  d ifferen t now . I t  is no t u n u su a l to  h ear 
a  can d id a te  for M asonry an n o u n ce  his purpose of going to  th e  
to p  im m ed ia te ly , a n d  en q u irin g  th e  len g th  of tim e  required  to  
reach th e C om m audery—to say n o th in g of th e S hrine . W e are
prone to  y ield  to  th is  im patience, in  fact to encourage it  a n d  
he lp  th e  can d id a te  a long in  h is  eagerness; to  lig h ten  th e  bu r-
den of th e ex am in a tio n s a n d  w ith  special m eetings, perhaps, to
exped ite  th e  jo u rn ey  in  ‘lim ited  ex p ress’ fashion.

“ I n th is haste th e passage th ro u g h th e C hap ter is especially
rap id , a n d  w hen  th e  can d id a te  does get to  th e  top  he is very  a p t 
to  im ag ine  th a t  he know s it  all. T h is is a  very g rea t m istake . 
H e  know s about as m u ch  as th e  new  rec ru it does, w hen  first 
m ustered  in , as com pared  w ith  th e  old soldier w ho has grow n 
g ray  in  th e  service a n d  rh e u m a tic  w ith  th e  w ounds a n d  expos-
ure of a dozen cam paigns; or, as th e y o u th w ho first en ters col-
lege, as com pared  w ith  th e  old professor w ho ta u g h t h is fa th er 
a n d  has gone on accu m u la tin g  know ledge ever since.

“ I t  is n o t su rp ris in g  u n d e r th e  c ircum stances, th a t  th e  Com - 
m an d ery  is th e  choice of the young  recru it. I n  th e  rap id  acqu i-
sition  of know ledge th e  la s t lessons learned  are th e  best if  u o t 
th e on ly ones, rem em bered; a n d there, too, he finds a ttra c tio n s
n o t offered in  th e  Lodge an d  C hapier. T he  nodd in g  p lum e, th e  
m a r tia l step , an d  th e  exclusiveness of th e  situ a tio n  su rro u n d in g  
h im  are very a p t to m ak e th e  top, as he te rm s it, h is  favorite  o f 
th e  M asonic bodies.

“ V eterans need Dot be to ld  of th e incom pleteness of a  M asonic 
education w h ich om its a th o ro u g h know ledge of th e R oyal
A rch. I f  th e  foundation  is laid  in  th e  L odge it is also neces-
sa ry  to lea rn  th a t  ‘th e  stone w h ich  th e  builders rejected is be-
come th e  head  of th e  co rner.’

“ I f  th e  young  can d id a te  has n o t a tta in e d  th e  d ig n ity  o f pre-
sid ing  over his Lodge, he should , a t  least, fu lly  com prehend  
w h y  he has been p e rm itted  to advance  to th e  exa lted  s ta tio n s  
o f h ig h er Degrees w ith o u t th is  im p o rta n t qualification . I f  seven 
years were involved in  the  construc tion  o f th e  Tem ple, shou ld
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n o t th e  g ran d  p ag ean t of th e  celebration of its  com pletion a n d  
ded ica tion  be im pressed  upon our m in d s  in  las tin g  rem em -
brance? A nd , if  the  su m m it of A n c ien t C raft M asonry  is to be 
found  in  th e  R oyal A rch , how  im p o rta n t i t  is th a t  th e  b eau ti-
ful lessons incu lca ted  in  th is Degree, an d  those lead ing  up  to  it, 
shou ld  be th o ro u g h ly  w ell learned  by every M ason w ho  would, 
ap p ro p ria te  ‘th e  proud a n d  las tin g  title  of a  w ork m an  th a t  
n eed e th  n o t be a sh am ed .’ ”

H e  su b m itted  a resolution, w h ich  he recom m ended be passed, 
p ro h ib itin g  th e  use o f su b s titu tes  in  conferring th e  Degrees, a n d
urged  its  passage, b u t th e  G rand  C hap ter differed w ith  h im  as
to  e ith e r its  necessity  or adv isab ility , an d  declined  to  pass it.

H e  v isited  m a n y  of th e  C hap ters a n d  w as generally  pleased 
w ith th e ir condition , a n d so are th e G .\ D .-. Inspecto rs.

A s th is  w as th e  99th A n n u a l, a  C om m ittee  w as.ap p o in ted  to  
report a  proper p lan  for th e  C en tenn ia l C elebration, w h ic h  
tak es  place th e  sam e y ear th a t  th e  G eneral G ran d  C h ap te r w ill 
also hold  its  T h irty -th ird  T rien n ia l a n d  C en tenn ia l in  B a lti-
m ore. A  program  w as reported  by th is C om m ittee a n d
adopted .

T he  G rand  T reasurer reported a balance of §941.00.
A n effort w as m ad e  to change th e  fees for th e  Degrees, b u t i t  

failed.

C hap ters 18; m em bers 1,764; increase 102.

W illiam  H . Shryock. B altim ore, G. H . P.
George L . M cC ahan, G. Sec’y.

C om panion  E d w a rd  T. S chultz, w ho has for tw en ty -one  years 
perform ed th is  d u ty  in  his own learn ed  a n d  courteous m an n er, 
ten d ered  th e  R eport on Correspondence, in  w h ich  is A labam a, 
for 1895. H e  th u s  reflects, a fte r these tw en ty -one  years, on 
those w ith  w hom  he h ad  so often conversed, an d  h is th o u g h ts  
b rin g a feeling of m elancho ly a n d sadness. O f those m en tio n ed
th e re  were tw o  w hom  we loved for th e ir  b rilliancy  a n d  w it, per-
h aps beyond all th e  o thers, a n d  th e ir  loss we still g rea tly  de-
plore, poor Corson, of N ew  Jersey , w ho w as so afflicted ere he 
died, a n d  G ouley, of M issouri, w hose d ea th  w as so sudden  a n d  
d istressing . Y et we hope th a t  th e ir  rew ard  is w ith  th e  ju s t:

“ O f th e  w riters w hose reports w e review ed th a t year, 1876, 
’om panions P illans, of A labam a, R obertson , of C anada, and.
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S ou thgate , of N o rth  C arolina, a n d D ru m m o n d , o f M aine, are 
still in  th e  harness, w hile C om panions W m . J . K elly , of P e n n -
sy lvan ia , T hom as H . Casw ell, of C alifornia, E d w a rd  0 . P arm a- 
lee, of Colorado, George A. B u rn h am , o f K hode Is lan d , an d  E .
B . M cG rotty , o f th e  D istric t of C olum bia, w ho p repared  th e  Re- 
p.orts for th e ir  respective G ran d  C h ap te rs  th a t  year, are still 
w ith  us, th o u g h  retired  from  th is  field of labor. T he  rest, to -
g e th e r w ith  m a n y  o thers w ho succeeded th em  a n d  for a  tim e  
w rote th e  reports, h ave  ceased altogether from  th e ir  labors here 
below, a n d are now , we tru s t, receiving th e rew ards th a t aw ait
th e  fa ith fu l laborer.

“ A m ong  th e m  are th e  w ell rem em bered  C om panions Corson, 
o f N ew  Jersey , Gouley, of M issouri, S im ons a n d  O gden, of New 
Y ork , G uerney , o f Illino is, H acker, o f In d ia n a , D ana, o fV e r  
m ont, L an g rag e of Iow a, H o rn er, of L ou isiana, B assett, of K en
tu ck y , L aw rence, of Georgia, B lackie a n d  Connor, of T ennessee 
C h ap m an  a n d  D ad m u n , of M assachuseets, H a rp e r of P e n n  
sy lvania, In n e s , of M ich igan , P ierson, of M innesota, P a t to n  
a n d  C hadw ick , of Oregon, C ottrill, of W isconsin , W heeler, o l 
C o n n ec ticu t.”  I

W e have  so far exceeded our lim it th a t , les t we b a n k ru p t t h l  
treasu ry  we are forced to  leave our m ost h ig h ly  esteem ed C om ! 
pan ion , hoping , how ever, th a t we sh a ll aga in  have th e  p le a *  
u re  o f m eeting  w ith  h im . I

M A S S A C H U S E T T S —9 8 t h  A n n u a l ,  D e c e m b e r ,  1896. I

C hapters, 74; m em bers, 14,577; increase, 1,840. I
A t th e  Q u arterly  C onvocation, held  M arch. 10th, 1896, G rauB  

H ig h  P riest J .  G ilm an  W aite  presid ing , R eports from  a feB 
C om m ittees w ere m ade, a n d  G rand  H ig h  Priest called a tten ticB  
to th e  fact th a t  in  tw o years th e  cen tenary  of th e  G rand  C h a B  
te r  w ill have arrived , a n d  suggested th a t  proper steps be noB 
ta k e n for th e su itab le celebration of th e occasion. S uch w f l
done, an d  a C om m ittee  ap p o in ted  to  m ak e  th e  proper a rran g B  
m eu ts . I

A t th a t  of J u n e  9th  o rd in ary  business w as tran sac ted , a n d H  
C om m ittee  app o in ted  to suggest an  a lte ra tion  on one of th e  e iH  
blem s on G ran d  C h ap te r Seal, to report a t n ex t Q u arte rly  C o l  
vocation. ■

A t th a t  of Septem ber 8th  th is C om m ittee  reported, r e c o B
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m en d in g  “ th a t  th e  form of th e  m itre  be changed, a n d  th a t  th e  
d a te  of th e  organization  of th e  G ran d  C h ap te r be placed upon  
th e  S eal.” T h is w as so ordered.

Som e m em orial papers were read, one on C om panion Jo h n  
H a ig h , la te  R . \  E . \  G ran d  T reasurer, w ho  h ad  fa ith fu lly filled 
m a n y  offices of th e  G ran d  C hapter.

A t th e  A n n u a l C onvocation, on D ecem ber 8th , th e  G rand  
jecturer, w ith  h is ap p o in ted  assistan ts, proceeded to  exem plify  

the various Degrees of C ap itu la r M asonry. ‘‘T he w ork w as done
fn f> very satisfac to ry  m a n n e r .”

F ifty -e ig h t of th e  seventy-four C hap ters were represented .
A n a m en d m en t to  th e  C o n stitu tio n —to allow  a M aster M ason 

to m ak e  app lica tion  to a n y  C h ap te r of h is choosing—on wThich  
;he C om m ittee  to w h ich  it  w as referred reported  adversely, an d  
Recommended th a t  th e  subject be in d efin ite ly  postponed.

T here is a  cash  balance of $3,467.00, being b u t §1.58 less th a n  
it th e  la s t A n n u a l.

G rand  H ig h  P riest issued m an y  D ispensations, doubtless ex-
ercising due d iscretion.

A t th e  election of officers we find  th a t  th e  esteem ed a n d  faith - 
lul G ran d Secretary, R . \ E . \ C om panion S eranus B ow en, w as
Im anim ously  elected to be G rand  H ig h  P riest, a n d  J .  A lbert 
|Slake w as m ade G ran d  Secretary.

W e are  gratified  by find ing  th a t  by a vote of th e  G rand  C hap- 
?r th e  G ran d  H ig h  P riest elect w as requested  to  con tinue to  

|repare th e  R ep o rt on C orrespondence, w h ich  he  has so w ell 
Ind acceptably  done for th e  p ast six  years. M assachusetts 
|now s a  good officer w hen  she gets one a n d  w o n ’t g ive h im  up.

W e now  tu rn  to  th e  R ep o rt on Correspondence, by our fa ith - 
Iil C om panion a n d  la te  R .-. E . \  G ran d  Secretary , w here we 
|n d  th e  P roceedings of A lab am a for 1895. H ere  w e find  th a t  

continues h is adverse view  as to th e  “ adm ission  of persons 
)t R oyal A rch M asons to sing in th e course of w orking C hap-

kr D egrees.”
H e  is no friend  of th e  C ipher R itu a l.
W e quote from  h is conclusion:

[“ I t  w ill be seen th a t ,  generally , C h ap te r M asonry is in  a  flour- 
ling condition ; a n d  no d oub t th is  is largely  due to  th e  g reater 

|re  th a t  has been g iven  to  th e  proper a n d  d ign ified  ren d itio n  
th e  w o rk .”
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M IC H IG A N — 4 8 t h  A n n u a l ,  J a n u a r y ,  1897.

C hapters, 127; m em bers, 18,084; ga in , 327.
M .\  E . \  C om panion L ou B. YVinsor p resided  over th is  Con-

vocation , a n d in  his A ddress says, “W e can  report a  good, 
h e a lth y , s teady , prosperous g ro w th  all a long th e  lin e .” W h e n  
sp eak in g  of th e  M asonic H om e a t  G rand  R apids, he gives a le t-
te r  received from  th e  C om m ittee  in  charge u rg in g  h im  to  m eet 
th e m  to  a id  th em  by h is suggestions to provide a “ p ractical 
p lan  for th e  end o w m en t or a n y th in g  else w h ich  w ill provide a 
p e rm an en t fu tu re  su p p o rt o f th e  H o m e.”  T he le tte r opened 
t h u s :

“ A  crisis has been reached in th e  affairs of th e M ichigan  M a-
sonic H om e. S h all its  doors be closed a n d  th is m ost laudab le  
M asonic c h a rity  becom e a th in g  of th e  past, a n d  th e  M asonic 
F ra te rn ity  disgraced because of its  failure? T he  M asons in  th is  
c ity are th o rough ly aroused in b eh a lf of renew ed efforts to save
th e  M ich igan  M asonic H o m e a n d  p rev en t th is  d isgrace.”

T he H om e w as bu ilt by th e  M asons of G ran d  R apids, im pelled  
by th e ir benevolent feelings a n d uncontro lled by those of d is-
cretion. I t  requires a t p resen t §10,000.00 per a n n u m  for its 
m ain ten an ce , a n d  w hence to  ob ta in  th is  large su m  w ith  cer-
ta in ty  is now  th e  a la rm in g  question , th o u g h  in  a Ju risd ic tio n  
co n ta in in g  m ore th a n  13,000 R oyal A rch  M asons it  shou ld  n o t 
be difficult.

A  proposition to convey th e  H om e to  th e  several G ran d  Bodies, 
o r Trustees app o in ted  by  th em , was m ade, an d  G rand  C hap ter 
accepted  by th e  follow ing R esolution, a n d  a B oard selected:

“ R esolved, T h a t th e  G ran d  C h ap te r of R oyal A rch  M asons of 
th e  S ta te  of M ichigan, do, subject to concurren t action  of th e  
o th er G rand  Bodies concerned, accept th e  proposition so m ade, 
a n d  proceed .to elect, a t th e  app ro ach in g  election of officers, one 
T rustee, to  receive th e  ti tle  as proposed, a n d  th re e  m em bers of 
th e B oard of C ontrol, to serve one, tw o a n d th ree years respect-
ively, b u t i t  is d is tin c tly  understood  th a t  th is  G ran d  C hap ter 
e x p lic itly  declines to p l e d g e  itse lf to c o n tr ib u te a n y o f  its  funds 
for th e  su p p o rt of said  M asonic H o m e .”

H e  issued a  D ispensation for a  new  C hapter, an d  one w as 
w o rk in g  u n d er D ispensation  from his predecessor, w h ich  had
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been con tinued . These received charters, a n d  a  D ispensation  
w as recom m ended for a th ird .

H ere  is an o th e r in s tan ce  o f a  lost R itu a l; A rkansas is n o t 
a lone. G ran d  H ig h  P riest reports th a t  a  H ig h  P riest h ad  in -
fo rm ed  h im  of its loss. T he  G rand  C h ap te r m ade provision for 
th e  G rand  Secretary  to  replace a n y  R itu a l th a t  m a y  be lost, 
u n d e r certa in restrictions a n d th e p ay m en t of a fee of ten dol-
lars. B u t w h a t becomes o f th e  lost R ituals?  W ho  possibly 
have  them ? A nd  w hy have R itu a ls  th a t  can be lost?

H e  pays a handsom e co m plim en t to  th e  G rand  Secretary, an d  
we know  th a t  every such  declaration  is well earned  a n d  de-
served. H e  is th e  r ig h t h a n d  o f th e  M .\  E . \  G ra n d H ig h  P riest 
or th e  M .\  W . G rand  M aster, as th e  case m ay  be.

T he  T reasu rer’s s ta te m e n t show s a  balance of §88.00 against 
th e  G rand  C hapter.

C harlie G ay, B ig R ap ids, G. H . P.
Jeff. S. Conover, Cold w ater, G. Sec’y.

O ur R .- .E .- . C om panion, th e  G rand  Secretary, as usual, m ade 
his excellen t R ep o rt on C orrespondence. H e  does it  because, as 
he in form s us, his G rand  C h ap te r requires th e  P roceedings of 
o th e r G rand  C hapters to ‘ be h ashed  over for th e  delec ta tion  of 
th e  R oyal C raft.” A lab am a for 1895 comes in for h e r full share  
of th is m in c in g process. H is review is b o th com plete a n d h ig h ly
in teresting . I f  we h ad  th e  w it a n d  h u m o r o f our C om panion, 
we m ig h t be able to  hear som e su ch  rem ark  m ade of ours. B u t 
in  all tru th , i f  C om panions in  M ichigan d o n ’t read  h is R eports, 
th ey  lose a g rea t deal of in fo rm atio n  an d  pleasure.

M IN N E S O T A —3 5 t h  A n n u a l ,  O c t o b e b ,  1896.

C hap ters, 58; m em bers, 4,761; increase, 105.
R ep resen tatives from  fifty  C hap ters being p resent, M .\  E . \  

C om panion C harles D. Boyce, G rand  H ig h  P riest, proceeded to 
open th e  G ran d  C h ap te r in  A m ple F orm , and , a fter th e  a p p o in t-
m e n t of Com m ittees, to  read  h is A ddress, in  w h ich  he called for
proper respect to th e  m em ory  of th e  dead. H e co n stitu ted  a 
new C hapter. H e visited a few of th e C hapters , a n d insta lled
th e  officers of three. T he decisions m ad e  by h im  consisted in
p o in tin g  ou t th e  req u irem en t su ited  to th e  case provided by th e
C o n stitu tio n s or form er decisions. H e  issued b u t six  D ispensa-
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tioiis, a n d  tw o  of these were for a llow ing  C hap ters to  receive 
p e titio n s a n d  confer th e  Degrees a t  th e  sam e C onvocation.

H e an n o u n ced th a t th e roll w ould be called p ro m p tly a t 10 a.
m . an d  3 p . m ., a n d  th a t  “ th e  ru le  la id  dow n as to p e rd ie m w ill 
be s tric tly  enforced, a n d  no m em b er w ho does n o t answ er a t roll 
call a t  each  session w ill be allow ed his per d iem  for sa id  second 
d a y s’s session .” T h a t’s th e  w ay  to hold  th e m to  th e ir  w ork.

G ran d T reasu rer’s balance, $7,931.76.
N o grievances w ere reported .

W . G. Ten B rook, D u lu th , G. H . P.
T hom as M ontgom ery , S t. P au l, G'. Sec’y.

Once m ore does th e  G rand S ecretary  p resen t th e  R ep o rt on 
Correspondence, co n ta in in g A lab am a for 1895. H e  says of us:
“I t  w as properly  decided to  ex ac t no fee for a d im it w hen  d u ly  
issu ed .”

W e apprec ia te  th e  k in d  feeling of our C om panion  w h en  he  
u tte rs  th e  hope th a t  we “ m ay  live  long  to  m ak e  m a n y  m ore 
R ep o rts ,”  b u t can  h ard ly th a n k  h im  for w ish in g  us so m u ch  
evil, for, w ith  th e  Scotch poetess, a t  n e a r e ig h ty -tw o  years, w e 
m a y  tru ly  say:

W e are w earing  a w a ’,
L ik e  th e  snow  w h en  i t ’s th a w ;
W e are w earing  a w a ’
To th e  la n d  o’ th e  leal.

H e  sees “ no im p ro p rie ty  in  pub lic  in s ta lla tio n s ,”  no r indeed  
do we; no r have we ever been able to im ag in e  w h y  th is  hub-bub, 
save th a t  i t  has a  li tt le  too m u c h  th e  appearance  of an  advertis-
in g  dodger, a t  leas t in  cities; b u t w hence th e  h a rm  of th e m  
w h en a Lodge or tw o, p erh ap s three, u n ite in a good old-fash-
ioned barbecue in  th e  coun try , a t  w h ich  th e  w ives, sisters, 
m o th ers  a n d  sw eethearts of th e  m em bers m ay  be b ro u g h t 
socially  together, an d  th a t  I ’m -bette r-than -you  feeling w orn oft?

M IS S IS S IP P I- - 4 9 t h  A n n u a l ,  F e b r u a r y ,  1897.

C hap ters, 43; m em bersh ip , 1,415; gain , probably , 44.
M .\  E . \  Jam es T . H arriso n  presided over th is  C onvocation, 

a n d  in  h is A ddress announces th a t  “C ap itu la r M asonry has pro-
gressed w ith in  our borders.”
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A n appropria tion  of §50.00 w as m ad e  to th e  N atchez  O rphan  
A sy lu m  to  aid in  th e  ex tension  of its  build ings.

T he C om m ittee  on C ap itu la r Daw, in  re la tion  to  a D ispensa-
tio n  to a C hapter, on th e  subject m akes th is  R e p o r t:

“ T he C om m ittee  on C ap itu la r L aw , to w hom  w as referred so 
m u ch  of th e  M ost E xcellen t, th e  G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t’s A ddress, 
beg leave to repo rt th a t  th e y  approve of th e  D ispensations 
g ran ted  by h im , w ith  th e  excep tion  of th a t  to  W a ln u t Grove 
R oyal A rch C h ap te r N o. 75, to ballo t o u t of tim e on a pe titio n
a n d  to confer th e  Degrees. T he  G rand  H ig h  P rie s t’s powers to 
g ran t a u th o r ity  to confer Degrees ou t of tim e, is restric ted  by 
P a rag rap h  F ., Section 29, o f the  S ta tu tes , to occasions w hen lie
him self, th e  D ep u ty  G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t or G ran d  L ec tu re r is 
presen t. T h is  m ay  have been th e  case in  th e  in stance  under 
consideration , reg ard in g  w hich  th e  A ddress furn ishes no  infor-
m a tio n .”

G reater com pensation  w as provided for G rand  L ectu rer, th a t  
h is  services m ig h t prove m ore efficient.

A provision for encourag ing  th e  revival of d o rm an t C hap ters 
w as m ade, a n d  if  n o t rea lly  d ead  we th in k  th is  w ill rev ive th em .

F ra n k  P . J in k iu s , A berdeen, G. H . P.
J . L . Pow er, Jackson , G. Sec’y.

M .\  E , \  C om panion S avery  ag a in  presented, as usual, a  very 
tho ro u g h review  on C orrespondence. In  th is  A lab am a for 1895 
finds a place.

W e th a n k  h im  for h is app roval of th e  course of our G rand  
C h ap te r in  regard  to th e  use o f a  p rin ted  R itu a l. T h e  C raft in  
general agree w ith  h im .

W e regret th e loss of th e usu a lly highly-prized a n d judicious
com m ents of our C om panion, b u t b rev ity  becomes a sm all 
purse.

M IS S O U R I—4 9 t h  A n n u a l ,  A p r i l ,  1896.

C hapters, 95; m em bers, 6,681; increase, 275.
T his sem i-cen tenn ial C onvocation w as he ld  in  Springfield , 

w ith  M .\  E . \  A lv in  H a y n e , G ran d  H ig h P riest, p resid ing . 
A lab am a seem s n o t to  have been represented.

T he  G rand  H ig h  P riest m ade  som e very  beau tifu l rem arks on
5
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th e  necessity  of cu ltiv a tin g  love a n d  friendsh ip  am ong th e  sev-
eral C om panions; he alluded to th e earlie r days of M asonry in
M issouri, an d  to  th e  s te rlin g  characters w ho gave it  an  im pulse  
a n d  were selected for its im p o rta n t positions, in  te rm s of lau d a -
tion , to  th e  influence th e y  h a d  in  m o u ld in g  th e  ch arac te r of th e  
several com m unities , a n d  to  th e  general good influence of th is  
b ran ch  of it.

H is  D ispensations were few, and  so w ere h is  decisions. H e 
su b m itted  to th e  G rand  C h ap te r th e  question , “To w h a t e x te n t 
an d  for w h a t purposes are we b o u n d ” by th e  law s an d  edicts of 
th e  G eneral G ran d  C hapter?

M any  C hap ters of in s tru c tio n  w ere held , a t som e o f w hich  th e  
G ran d  H ig h  P riest presided, an d he th in k s  ' ‘m u ch  good w as 
accom plished, n o t only in p ro m u lg a tin g th e w ork, bu t also in  
increasing  th e  in terest in  C ap itu la r M asonry ,”

W e fancy  he favors a p rin ted  R itu a l, th a t all th e  C hap ters 
m ay  be fu lly  info rm ed  a n d  absolute u n ifo rm ity  of w ork  be
a tta in e d , b u t prefers th e ir own w ork to th a t of th e G eneral
G ran d  C hapter.

H e, of th e  H om e, says: “ I  a m  proud  of th is m o n u m en t, of 
M asonic c h a r i ty .”

H a v in g  in  h is v is ita tions observed a large n u m b e r o f aged 
C om panions, he says:

“ I t  is a sad  co m m en tary  on h u m a n  w isdom  to rem ark  th a t  
m a n y  of these  old C om panions have b u t li tt le  o f th is  w o rld ’s 
goods. T hey  shou ld  be e x em p t from  th e  p a y m e n t of dues, n o t 
as c h a rity , b u t as a m a tte r  of rig h t. A s it  is, th e  C hap ters m ay  
re m it such  dues b u t th a t  is very like ly  an act of ch arity , w 'hich 
th e y  shou ld  n o t be com pelled to ask  from  an  in s titu tio n  for 
w h ic h  th e y  have so long  a n d  so fa ith fu lly  w ro u g h t. R ough  
an d rugged has been th e ir  road, long a n d  to ilsom e th e ir m arch ; 
b u t, su s ta in ed  a n d  favored by  th e  G reat I  A m , th e y  are a t  last 
n ear th e ir  jo u rn e y ’s end . W e sh o u ld m ak e  th e ir  p a th  sm oother 
a n d th e ir day b rig h te r by th is ac t of courtesy a n d justice . I
earn estly recom m end th a t  such  an  a m e n d m e n t to  our law  be
adop ted as w ill m eet th is  e n d .”

T he G rand  H ig h  P rie s t s ta ted  th a t  certa in  charges of em bez-
z lem en t of th e  fu n d s of G rand  C h ap te r by  th e G ran d  S ecretary  
h av in g  reached h im , a n d  certa in  an o nym ous le tte rs  to  th e  sam e 
eflect h av in g  been received by  h im , he p ro m p tly , wflth th e
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assistance of ex p e rt acco u n tan ts , proceeded to  a rig id e x a m in a -
tio n of th e books an d accounts of th a t officer. T he resu lt of th is
in v es tig a tio n  is g iven in  th e  R ep o rt of one of these  experts , in  
th e  follow ing words:

“ M y investigation  satisfies m e abso lu tely  th a t  every dollar 
received by our G rand  S ecretary  has been properly  accounted 
for a n d  p a id  over to  th e  G rand  T reasu re r.”

A n d th a t th e G ran d C h ap te r e n te r ta in s th e sam e opin ion , is
ev inced  b y  th e  R e p o rt o f C om m ittee  on A ddress a n d  h is  re-elec-
tio n  to  th e  office. W h a t ch arac te r is m ore despicable th a n  th e  
anonym ous m alig n er of another?

T he R ep o rt of th e  T rustees o f th e H om e con ta ins th e  follow-
ing :

“ T here are now  a t th e  H om e 49 girls, 33 boys, 11 old B rothers, 
9 w idow s, 2 old m arried  lad ies w ith  th e ir  husbands, a n d  1 
m a id en lad y ; to ta l, 105.

“ A  n e a t chapel has been bu ilt, w h ich  w ill answ er th e  purpose 
very n icely u n ti l th e m em bers of th e O rder of th e E a ste rn S ta r
raise funds eno u g h  to build a  la rger a n d  finer one.

“ Services are held  every S u n d ay  u n d e r th e  auspices of som e 
of th e  M asonic B odies, a n d  M asous a n d  th e ir  fam ilies a tte n d  in  
large n u m b ers .”

T he E n d o w m e n t F u n d  of th e  H om e now  reaches §50,000.00.
A n h our a n d  d ay  w ere fixed for a  v isit of tw o C hap ters  of th e  

E a s te rn  S tar. A t th e  tim e  specified, it  h av in g been announced  
th a t  th e  visitors were a t  th e  door, th e  G ran d  C hap ter w as called 
to  re fresh m en t an d  th ey  w ere ad m itted .

T he follow ing a m en d m en t to G rand  C h ap te r B y-L aw s w as 
recom m ended  by  th e  C om m ittee  on  th e  recom m endation  of 
th e  M .\  E . \  G ran d H ig h  P riest, a n d after som e discussion, fu r-
th e r  consideration  postponed to n e x t C onvocation:

“ Section 100 of th e  B y -L aw s be am en d ed  by  add ing : T h a t all 
R oyal A rch  M asons w ho have arrived  a t  th e  age of s ix ty  years, 
a n d  sh a ll h ave  been R oyal A rch  M asons in  good s ta n d in g  con-
tin u o u sly  for a t least tw e n ty years, upon th e ir ow n app lication , 
or th a t  of a  C om panion , sha ll be ex em p t from  th e  p a y m e n t of 
dues; (2) a n d  every S ubord ina te  C hap ter sha ll be ex em p t from  
th e  p a y m e n t of G rand  C hap ter flues on all C om panions so
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ex em p t u n d er th e  provisions of th is  B y -L aw ; (3) th a t  a ll p ro-
visions of these  B y -L aw s in co n sis ten t h e rew ith  are hereby  
rep ealed .”

I t  w as found  necessary to  provide “ th a t  no  R ep resen ta tiv e  
from  a S ubord ina te  C h ap te r sha ll be en titled  to m ileage a n d  per 
diem unless all dues of his C h ap te r to th e G ran d C h ap te r sh a ll
have been fu lly  paid  on or before M arch 1st of th e  year in  w h ich  
th e  session of th e  G rand  C h ap te r is h e ld .”

I t w as proposed th a t  th e  B y-L aw s of th e  G rand  C h ap te r be 
am ended  by su b s titu tin g  “ P h y sica l perfection is no t required  
in  th is  G ran d  Ju risd ic tio n ” in  lieu  of th e  p resen t requ irem en t, 
b u t i t  w as postponed to th e  n e x t A n n u a l.

T he  po rtra its  a n d  b iographies of a ll the  P a s t G rand  H ig h  
P rie sts—forty -n ine in  n u m b er—are found in  th is  n u m b er of th e  
Proceedings, a n d  also th e  proceedings of th e  celebration of th e  
sem i-cen tenn ia l of th is  G ran d  C hapter, w h ich  sw ell th e  p a m -
p h le t in to  a  vo lum e, a n d  n o t a  sm all one, e ither.

Isa a c  M . A brah am , H arrisonv ille , G. H . P .
W illiam  H . M ayo, S t. Louis, G. Sec’y.

C om panion W illiam H . M ayo, P a s t G ran d H ig h P riest, a n d
now  G ran d  Secretary , presen ted  h is R ep o rt ©n C orrespondence 
as usual. I t  is, as are indeed all from  his pen, fu ll of in s tru c -
tion  a n d  in terest. H e  h ad  received th e Proceedings from  A la -
bam a for 1895, an d  speaks of th e  A ddress of G ran d H ig h  P riest 
S m ith  as “ a  b eau tifu lly  w ritten  com position, a n d  con ta ins 
m uch good advice ,” etc.

T his is h is sev en teen th R eport, an d from his first have we
been fam ilia r w ith  h im , as we were w ith  h is predecessor, th e  
ever lam en ted  George F ra n k  G ouley.

T h e p am p h le ts  review ed covered 8,563 pages, a n d th e  R eports 
on C orrespondence occupied 3,937 of th em . H e  gives a tab le  
show ing  these  facts, a n d  th u s  c o m m e n ts :

“ I t  is qu ite  an  in te restin g  subject to  stu d y  for a  few m o m en ts , 
th e n  reflect on th e  fact th a t  th e  review er w ho has to  carefu lly  
peruse these 8,563 pages, m ak e  selections or ex trac ts  from , a n d
co m m en t som e, has no easy ta sk  before h im , if  he does ju stice  
to  those review ed a n d  has a due regard  for th e  treasu ry  of h is 
ow n G ran d  B o d y .”
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‘ ‘A  due regard  for th e  tre a su ry ” of our G ran d  C h ap te r a d m o n -
ishes us to  bew are, les t we encroach too m u ch  upon it, an d  
a lth o u g h th ere  is m u c h  w h ich  w e m ig h t quote for th e  benefit 
of our readers, we m u s t desist.

M IS S O U R I—5 1 s t A n n u a l , A p r i l , 1897.

T his C onvocation w as opened in  A m ple  F o rm  by  M .\  E . \  
C om panion Isaac M. A brah am , G rand H ig h Priest, to legislate
for 97 C hapters, w ith  a  m em b ersh ip  of 6,655, w ith  a  decrease 
d u rin g  th e  year o f 38.

T he  G ran d  H ig h  P riest announced  th a t  a lth o u g h  a t  th e  la s t 
- C onvocation a  H ig h  P rie s t’s jew el w as voted to  a' P a s t G ran d  

H ig h  P riest, i t  h a d  no t been p resen ted  because he  th o u g h t th e  
R eso lu tion  in  m a n y  respects defective, a n d  for o th er reasons, 
a n d  w h en  th e  m a tte r  cam e u p  in  G ran d  C h ap te r i t  w as revoked 
for lack  of necessary funds. H e  is ev id en tly  n o t in  favor of a 
S an ito riu m  as connected w ith  th e  H om e.

H e  no tified ,G rand  C h ap te r of th e  re tu rn  o f th e  G ran d  C hap-
te r  of R hode Is la n d  to  th e  general fold, a n d  s a y s :

“ T hus, one by  one, th e  ties of a m ore un iversa l b ro therhood 
are  being  w rough t, w h ich  is cause for joyous co n g ra tu la tio n s .”

B u t one day  has heretofore been allow ed th is  G ran d  C h ap te r 
in  w h ich  to  perform  all its  duties, b u t, a t  th e  suggestion  of th e  
G rand  H ig h  P riest, hereafter th is  G ran d  C h ap te r w ill sit, if 
necessary, d u rin g  tw o  days, th u s avo id ing  th e  necessity  for 
h a s ty  a n d  ill-digested leg islation . T h is is a good m ove, an d  
w ill doubtless prove beneficial.

G ran d  T reasurer reported  a balance of $9,245.00.

W illiam  F. K u h n , K an sas C ity, G. H . P.
W illiam  H . M ayo, S t. Louis, G. Sec’y.

T h is la tte r , as u sual, presented th e  R eport on Correspondence, 
rev iew ing  A lab am a  for 1896.

H e  quotes lib era lly  from  th e  A ddress of G rand  H ig h  P riest 
S m ith , b u t w ith o u t com m ent.

W e h a d  n o t th e  Proceedings of M issouri la s t year, b u t are in  
b e tte r luck  th is .
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On p hysica l in firm ities , we find these rem ark s m ost a p tly  
p u t :

“ I f  th e  p hysica l in firm ities of th is  B ro th er were su ch  as to  
p reclude th e  possibility  of h is conform ing to  th e cerem onies of 
th e C hapter, th ey  m u s t have  been kn o w n  to h is  B re th ren  w h en  
h is petition w as presented, a n d it should h ave been re tu rn e d to
h im  w ith  h is fee, a n d  th e y  shou ld  n o t have allow ed h im  to  be 
placed u n d er th e  ban  of a rejected cand ida te . I t  m a y  be th e  
practice  in  P en n sy lv an ia , b u t i t  w ould n o t be to lera ted  in  a n y  
o th er Ju r isd ic tio n .”

W e h e a rtily  endorse h is position as expressed  in  th e  follow -
in g :

“ In  deference to  th e  C om m ittee  on Ju risp ru d en ce , w ho sub-*  
m itte d  th e  above, we m u s t say  th a t  w e are of th e  opin ion  th a t  
a ch a rte r can be restored to those on ly w ho w ere m em bers a t
th e  tim e  of th e  forfeiture; o th er C om panions w ho desire to  assist 
in  resu sc ita tin g  C hap ter m u s t petition  for affilia tio n .”

M O N T A N A —7 t h  A n n u a l ,  S e p t e m b e r ,  1896.

C hapters, 14; m em bers, 723; increase, 60.
W ith  R epresen tatives from  tw elve C hartered  C hap ters , be ing  

th e  w hole n u m b er a t th e  o pen ing  of th is  G ran d  C hap ter, th e  
o th er tw o  being  th e n  U . D ., M .\  E . \  G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t Joseph  
J . H in d o n  proceeded to  open it  in  A m ple  F orm .

H ow  large th e  lis t o f those in  w hose m em ory  he drops th e  
fra te rn a l tear!

H e au tho rized by D ispensation a C h ap te r U . D. to co n tin u e
a n o th e r year, and  one for th e  organization  of a new  C hapter, 
b o th  of w h ich  were chartered  a t th is  C onvocation.

H e  recom m ended th a t  th e C hap ters be em pow ered to  confer 
honorary  m em bersh ip  upon those w ho h ave  been R o y a l A rch  
M asons a n d  pa id  dues to  a  S ubord ina te  C h ap te r for a  period of 
tw en ty -five years, a n d  th a t  th e  C h ap te r be relieved from  dues 
on h is account. T he  C om m ittee  on Ju risp ru d en ce  accord ing ly  
fo rm ula ted  an  a m e n d m e n t to  th a t  effect.

H e  also recom m ended th a t  th e  C onstitu tion  be so am ended  
as to  m ak e  i t obligato ry  th a t  a  c an d id a te  should  n o t o n ly be in  
good s tan d in g , b u t a  m em ber of a  B lue Lodge. T he sam e Com-



A P P E N D IX . 71

m ittee  su b m itted  sueh  an am en d m en t. H e  also recom m ended  
th a t  for ad v an cem en t th e  can d id a te  be required, by e x a m in a -
tion  in  open Lodge, to show  h is proficiency in  th e preceding 
Degree.

T h e  T reasu rer’s balance is $336.00.

R ich a rd  H . W earing , B u tte  C ity, Cl. H . P.
Cornelius H edges, H elena, G. Sec’y.

T he C h a irm an of th e  C om m ittee  on Correspondence, C om -
pan ion  C. H euges, w as fo rtu n a te  in  g e ttin g  an o th er m em ber of 
th e  C om m ittee  to share  th e  labor, a n d we find  th a t A labam a 
for 1895 w as review ed by C om panion  E . C. D ay in  a  forcible 
m an n er. W e copy a p a r t of h is rem ark s u n d er ou r head ing . 
W e h ave  n o th in g  m ore to say  on th e  subject th a n  th a t  if  he an d  
o thers th a t th in k  w ith  h im  are correct, th e n  one of th e  earliest 
obligations o f M asonry  should  be so am en d ed  as n o t to in terfere 
w ith  th is  restless sp irit of progress, or ra ih er, innovation :

“ T he veteran C om panion P illaus resum es h is duties as Corre-
sp o n d en t w ith  expressions of appreciation  for th e  k in d  tre a t-
m e n t accorded h im  by th e  G uild. H is p resen t R eport is very 
in teresting . H e has decided views on p rin ted R itu a ls a n d cer-
ta in  o th er evidences of so-calied progress, w h ich  he does n o t hes-
ita te  to  express over a n d over again . S till th e  inexorab le fact 
rem ains th a t th e  C hap ters a n d Ju risd ic tio n s w h ich  show  th e  
grea test signs of life, report increased m em bersh ip , increased  
a tten d an ce , su b s tan tia l bank accounts w ith  w hich  to  relieve th e  
w an ts  of th e  u n fo rtu n a te B rother, are those w hich have adopted  
these innovations. I t  m ay  be w rong in  th u s  ca te rin g  to th e  
depraved  cravings o f these m odern  tim es, b u t som e of us are 
inc lined  to  th e  belief th a t  M asonry is a  progressive science, a n d  
th a t  she m ore adequate ly  m eets th e  d em ands of an  increased 
in te llec tua l an d  social developm ent by appealing  to som e of the  
o th er in te llec tu a l faculties, as well as by tra in in g  a n d  m em ory. 
T he dangers arising  from  a p rin ted  R itu a l are n o t nearly  so 
g rea t as those to be feared from  an  increasing  indifference grow -
in g  ou t of poor w o rk .”

W e desist from  fu rth er consideration  of th e  R eport, because 
ours is increasing  to too g rea t volum e. W e w ish, how ever, th a t  
ou r good C om panion, G rand  Secretary, w ould require th e  
p rin te r, by type, to ind ica te  th e  quo ta tions from  th e  com m ents.
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N E B R A S K A — 3 0 t h  A n n u a l ,  D e c e m b e r ,  1896.

C hap ters, 52, in c lu d in g  one chartered  a t  th is  C onvocation; 
m em bers, 3,051; gain , 9.

R epresen ta tives from 29 of th e 51 ch artered C hap ters being
present, th e  G ran d  C h ap te r of R oyal A rch  M asons w as opened 
by  M .\  E . \  C harles J . P helps , G ran d  H ig h  P riest, w ho pro-
ceeded to  deliver h is  A ddress. “ Peace an d  h a rm o n y  generally  
p rev a il.”

O ne D ispensation for a new C h ap te r w as issued, a n d th is
h a v in g _ presen ted to th is  C onvocation w ork for inspection , 
w h ich  was found  to  be good, tru e  a n d  square, i t  w as aw arded  a 
ch arte r. H e, in  h is decisions, p ronounced less th a n  n in e  m em -
bers of th e  C h ap te r being present, incapab le  of tra n sa c tin g th e  
business of a regu lar C onvocation; th a t an objection m ad e to 
one H ig h  Priest, if  by  a m em ber of th e  C hap ter, good u n ti l re-
m oved, even th o u g h  th is  H ig h  P riest be succeeded by an o th er; 
th a t  a C hap ter failing  to  elect officers a t th e  p roper tim e, m a y  
choose to  le t th e  old officers hold  over, a n d  still be a  regular 
C h ap te r; th a t  a  H ig h  P rie s t has no r ig h t to w ith h o ld  a d im it 
ordered by a C hap ter, an d an o th e r decision of local charac ter
only.

I t  appears th a t  in  th is  Ju risd ic tio n  “ T h e  law  of th e G rand  
C h ap te r p rohib its th e  in s ta lla tio n  of a H ig h  P riest eledt u n til he 
shall have received th e  O rder of H ig h  P riesth o o d ,” a n d  in con-
sequence a C hap ter was deprived  of a  H ig h  Priest for tw o years, 
th e one elected n o t being able to becom e a m em b er of th a t
O rder. Is  no t th is  sub jecting  th e  m em bers of a C h ap te r to a 
supervisory  control of th is  Order? I f  elected, should  he n o t be 
insta lled? I f  u n w o rth y , shou ld  h e 'n o t be b rought to tr ia l a n d  
so declared by h is C hapter? T his rule, as quoted  above, gives 
too m u ch  control to  th e  O rder, in  our opinion. In  fact, th e  
w ishes of th e m em bers of a C h ap te r need n o t be considered so
m u ch  as those of an alien body.

T he G rand  T reasurer reports a  balance of $2,639.00.

C harles C. R itten h o u se , H astin g s, G. H . P.
W illiam  R . B ow en, O m aha, G. Sec’y.

W e are pleased a t  fin d in g  th is  la s t m en tioned  officer aga in  
ta k in g  hold of th e  rev iew er’s pen, w h ich  for m a n y  years he had  
re linqu ished , for we have long know n h im  as a clever fellow.
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D id he n o t in v ite us once to h is eyrie on P ik e ’s Peak? T h is is
in  V ivid recollection now  w h en  we are  hem m ed  in , su rrounded  
b y  unau tho rized  sho t-gun  q u a ra n tin e  on all sides for fear of 
yellow  fever. N ot long since we received from  h im  a le tter 
co n ta in in g  a request, n o t y e t answ ered . T h is cam e to  us only  
a  few  days before a ll m ails  w ere forbidden us—tra in  stopped 
ru n n in g , no one is allow ed to go an yw here for fear of being u n -
able to  get back, all roads guarded, an d  th e  people sh ivering  
w ith  nervous fear of a  disease o rd inarily  m ore read ily  controlled 
th a n  m an y  o thers th a t  are co n stan tly  being trea ted  by th e  
doctors. T em porary  in sa n ity  rages.

H e applies, he says, a  p a te n t candenser, b u t trea ts  us fairly , 
a n d  gives an  excellen t synopsis of our P roceedings for 1895.

W e are  led to in fer th a t  he is no t m ore favorable to “ visible 
R itu a ls”  ( th a n k  you for th e  term ) th a n  we were.

I t  is near th e  w itch in g hour, a n d  in su ch  a season, i t  is said, 
th e n ig h t a ir is in jurious. 80 we bid our dear C om panions 
good n ig h t.

N E V A D A —2 4 t h A n n u a l , J u n e , 1897.

T his M .\ E . \  G ran d  R oyal A rch C h ap te r was opened a t 
R eno  by th e  M .\  E . \  G ran d  H ig h  P riest, J .  S. B urlingam e, 
w ith  R ep resen tatives from  a m ajo rity  of its  S ubord inates pres-
en t. T here are 8 C hap ters, 287 R . A. M asons, a n d  it  is show n 
th a t  th ere has been n e ith e r loss nor gain . N evertheless, th e  
G ran d  H ig h  P rie st is hopeful for th e  fu ture, as we see by w h a t 
follows:

“ n e w s o u t h w a l e s .

“ T he G rand C h ap te r of N ew  S o u th  W ales, organized in  1889, 
h a s  never been recognized by th is  G ran d  C hap ter. . I t  w as or-
ganized  w ith  e ig h t S ubord inate  C hapters, recognized in 1890 by 
th e  S uprem e G rand  C h ap te r of E n g la n d , and  la te r by m a n y , if 
n o t m ost of th e  A m erican  G rand  C hapters. I  tru s t th a t  form al 
recognition w ill be g iven it  a t th is  C onvocation, to be followed 
by  an  in te rch an g e  of R ep resen ta tiv es.”

T he G rand H ig h  P riest recom m ended th e  recognition o f th e  
G ran d  C h ap te r of N ew  South  W ales, and  th is  was done, a u d  
exch an g e  of R epresen tatives inv ited .
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G ran d  Treasurer reports a  balance of $354.00 on h an d .

M athew  K yle, V irg in ia  C ity, G. H . P.
A. D. B ird ,'R en o , G. Sec’y.

T he G ran d  S ecretary  presen ted  th e  R ep o rt on C orrespon-
dence, p repared  after th e  ad jo u rn m en t of th e  G rand  C hap ter, in  
obedience to a resolu tion  req u irin g  one th is  year, passed  a t  th is  
C onvocation.

F ro m  it  w e ex trac t w h a t he says u n d e r A lab am a for 1896, 
a lte ring , how ever, th e  le tte r “ e ”  to  “ i” in  our n a m e :

“ F . J . P il la n s ’ R ep o rt on C orrespondence w as h is th ir te e n th  
consecutive review . T h a t i t  w as w ell done is to  be expected. 
I n  a review  of N evada  for 1896, he s ta rts  o u t :

“  ‘F ro m  th e  m o u n ta in s  comes th e  g ra tify in g in te lligence
th a t , ’ quo ting  G rand  H ig h  P rie s t Coffin’s A ddress as to  peace 
a n d  h arm o n y  an d  m ore Degrees conferred.

“T h an k s, C om panion P ., for ‘m o u n ta in s .’ M ost every one 
th in k s  of us o n ly  as a ‘D esert C o u n try ,’ n o t k n ow ing  our m o u n -
ta in s  a re  rich  in  gold a u d  silver, a n d  our deserts are only a d -
m o n itio n s given us, to lim it a n d qualify our pride, o therw ise
we w ould  become too proud as a  S tate, an d  c la im  th e  e a rth  an d  
th e  fu llness th e reo f.’’

N E W  B R U N S W IC K —9 t h  A n n u a l ,  A u g u s t ,  1896.

T h e  G rand  H ig h  P riest, J o h n  V. E llis , s ta tes th a t  th e  receipts 
of G ran d  C hap ter exceed th e  expend itu res , th o u g h  it  w ill be 
necessary to h u sb an d th e ir resources, a n d th a t there has been a
s lig h t ga in  in  m em bersh ip .

T he  on ly  difference w ith  a n y  of its sister G rand  Ju risd ic tio n s 
is w ith  Scotland, w h ich  claim s a u th o r ity  over one C h ap te r th a t  
w as w arran ted  by her, b u t i t  is believed th a t  ere th e  lapse  of 
an o th e r y ear th is  w ill have en tire ly  d isappeared .

G ran d Treasurer reports a balance of $151.00.
A ll necessary  business was q u ick ly  disposed of a n d  th e re  w ere 

elected—

Jo h n  V. E llis, S t. Jo h n , G. H . P.
F reem an  W . W ilson, S t. Jo h n , G. Sec’y.

A fter in s ta lla tio n , G ran d  C h ap te r was closed.
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N E W  H A M P S H IR E —7 8 t h  A n n u a l ,  M a y ,  1897.

C hapters, 25; m em bers, 3,469; increase, 134.
T he Proceedings o f th is  G ran d  C h ap te r for th e  C onvocation 

he ld  as above, now  before us, show  th a t  M .'. E . \  C om panion  
W illiam  F . K n ig h t presided, w ith  R epresen tatives from  all th e  
C hap ters present.

A fter n o tin g  th e  d is tingu ished  C om panions w ho have been 
ta k e n  aw ay, a n d  pay in g  a “ brief tr ib u te ,” he proceeded to  speak  
of th e  m a n n e r o’f co nducting  th e  w ork of th e  C hapters, say ing  
th a t  as d isp layed  by those v isited  by h im  it  was generally  very  
good, b u t th a t  ‘it  is w ell to  con tin u e  to  guard  carefully  a n d  be 
su re  th a t  u n d u e  lev ity  is never oh a n y  occasion p e rm itte d .” 
H e  stro n g ly recom m ends w h a t by an o th e r G rand  H ig h  P riest 
is condem ned—th e  in troduction  of th e  “S ignet of R oyal A rch  
M asonry”—being “ confident it  w ill be found  in s tru c tiv e  to  th e
C om panions, a n d  of especial benefit to theofficers of C h ap te rs .”

H is  peroration  is a beau tifu l encom ium  on M asonry, its  
teach ings, its  effects a n d  its p e rm anency . B u t for its len g th  
w e w ould copy it here.

G ran d  T reasurer’s balance show s $1,164.00.

Jo h n  H . Steele, P e te rb o ro u g h , G. H . P .
George P . Cleaves, Concord, G. Sec’y.

A d e lig h tfu lly -w ritten R ep o rt on C orrespondence is again
w ritten  by M .\  E . \  C om panion A. S. W aite , g iv ing  a very clear 
know ledge of w h a t sister G ran d  C hap ters are doing, a n d  very 
forcibly pressing  his own view s on all d ispu ted  m a tte rs . I t  
con ta ins A lab am a for 1896. H a v in g  th e greatest respect for th is  
profound M asonic scho lar’s opinions, w7e are a lw ays distressed 
w h en w7e find h im a t odds w ith us on an y subject, as appears
in  th e  necessity  for th e  ac tu a l presence of th e  C h arte r in  th e  
C h ap te r H a ll. I f  i t  be on ly  an  evidence of th e  leg a lity  of th e  
C hapter, a n d  n o t necessary to  be present, th e n  stop teac h in g  
th e  can d id a te  for th e  m ysteries th a t  i t  is.

H e, w ith ourself, hold th a t in th e m a tte r of recognition of a
new  G ran d  C hapter, it  is our province to a w a it th e  action  of the 
G eneral G rand  C hap ter a n d  to  accep t her action , b u t says “ he 
has no  reason to  th in k  th a t  w e are in th e  m in o rity  on th a t  su b -
je c t .” W ell w h a t o f it? I s  it  n o t better to  be r ig h t th a n  con-
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tro lled  by n u m b ers a n d  p erh ap s be w rong? T he m ajo rity of 
th e  m ob are  those w ho lynch .

H e  th in k s  th e  C hap ters of th e  E a s te rn  S ta r shou ld  be allow ed . 
to  occupy ha lls  of L odges as a courtesy  due to  th e  fam ilies of 
B re th ren , b u t he th in k s, as he s ta tes in w h a t fo llow s:

“ O ur C om panions of N o rth  D ak o ta  an d  M issouri h ave  gone 
a v a s t w ay  beyond th is , a n d  set an  exam ple  questionab le  in  its  
rec titu d e  a n d  dangerous in  its  ten d en cy . W e th in k  it  a  pre-
ceden t w hich  our ladies them selves w ill som etftne see reason to 
reg re t.”

N E W  JE R S E Y —4 1 s t  A n n u a l ,  M a y ,  1897.

C hapters, 38; m em bers, 3,304; increase, 71.
G ran d  H ig h  P ries t H e n ry  G. W agoner, a fte r open ing  the  

G ran d  C hapter, proceeded to  la y  before G rand  C h ap te r an  ac-
co u n t of h is official acts.

H e m ad e  a few ap p o in im en ts  of R ep resen tatives to  o th er 
G ran d  C hapters, a n d  also som e w ere received to  th is  G rand  
C hap ter.

H is D ispensations w ere few a n d  reasonable. M an y  w aivers 
of ju risd ic tio n  over cand ida tes to o th e r  Ju risd ic tio n s, th u s  illus-
tr a t in g  th e  en tire  h a rm o n y  a n d  b ro th erly  feeling prevailing . 
H e  h ad  occasion to  d iscip line  one C h ap te r for gross m isconduct, 
a n d  th is  h ad  th e  desired effect u su a lly  produced. H e  recom -
m en d ed th a t no C h ap te r be allow ed to occupy a ha ll n o t p re-
viously  in spected  a n d  officially reported  to  be safe for its Convo-
cations. T h is  G ran d  C h ap te r accepted  a n d  provided for. H e  
also recom m ended th a t  th e  H ig h  P riests be required  to  have th e  
A n n u a l Proceedings read  in open C h ap te r tw ice  in each  year, 
a n d  th e  fact en tered  on th e  M inutes; b u t w e see no  fu r th e r 
action ta k e n th a n th e approval of th e suggestion . H e urges
th e  C om m ittee  on In v es tig a tio n  to be m ore carefu l a n d  th o r-
ough, a n d  a ttrib u te s  a  large p a r t of th e  ever-increasing  a rm y  of 
non-affiliates to th e  too g rea t ease w ith  w h ich  those u n fitted  for 
C ap itu la r M asonry obtain  an  en trance .

T he  reports of th e  v is itin g  officers show  th e  Craft in  a h e a lth y  
state.

B alance in  treasu ry , §1,840.00.
T here  w ere no applications for a id  before th e  C om m ittee  on
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C h arity , no r w as th ere a n y th in g before th a t on W a rra n ts a n d
D ispensations.

T he re tirin g  G ran d  H ig h  P riest was ordered to be jew ejed .

A n th o n y Sehoder, W oodbridge, G. H . P .
George B . E d w ard s, Jersey  C ity , G. Sec’y.

T his la s t C om panion , P a s t G ran d  H ig h  P riest, m ad e  th e  
review  of P roceedings, h av in g A lab am a  for 1896 w ith  others. 
H e  m ak es a fa ir synopsis of our acts, b u t does n o t express h is 
opinion. Indeed , a  better ab strac t of w h a t w as done by th e  
several G rand  C hap ters review ed could n o t read ily  be found— 
concise a n d  clear.

N E W  SO U T H  W A G E S —A u g u s t ,  1896.

C hapters, 13; m em b ers , 117.
A sheet co n ta in in g  th e  Proceedings of th e  C onvocation of th is  

Suprem e G ran d  C h ap te r he ld  a t  Sydney , A ugust, 1896, lies 
before us. P ro m th is we learn th a t th e roll of C hap ters n u m -
bers 13, a n d  “ th e n u m b er of certificates issued 117.”  These cer-
tificates we presum e in d ica te  th e  n u m b er of R oyal A rch  M asons. 
W e also learn  th a t  those elected to office, w ho have n o t p a id  th e  
Jees of th e  office a n d  ob ta ined  th e ir  Diplomas-, a re )n o t en titled  
to P ast R an k .

Also “ th a t w hen a m em ber of G rand C hap ter ceases to be a
subscrib ing  m em ber of a  P riv a te  C hapter, he  has no rig h t to  sit 
or vote in  G ran d  C hapter; b u t if  he becom es a subscrib ing  m em -
ber of a P riv a te  C h ap te r w ith in tw elve m o n th s, :he ushall th en  
regain  h is  r ig h t to  s it a n d  vote in  G ran d  C hapter. ”

W e do n o t see th a t  ou r Proceedings have been received by 
th em , th o u g h  those of m a n y  o th er of our A m erican  G rand  
C hap ters a re  m en tio n ed .

T. F . H . M a c k e n z ie , , F irs t G. P rin c ip a l.
A lf. J . B urbidge, S ydney , G. Scribe E zra .

N E W  SO U T H  W A L E S .

W e have  received on ly  th e  Proceedings of th e  )_half-yearly 
C onvocation he ld  on th e  22nd of F eb ru ary , 1897, w ith  M .\  E . \  
T. F . H . M ackenzie, F irs t P rinc ipa l, on th e  throne.
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G ran d  C h ap te r of N ew  Z ealand received recognition, a n d  an  
in te rch an g e  of R ep resen ta tiv es accepted.

Som e few am en d m en ts  to th e  R ules o f G ran d  C h ap te r w ere 
adop ted , b u t th e y  w ere of local in te rest only.

T here  is a sm all balance of cash  in  th e  h an d s of G ran d  Treas-
urer.

N E W  Y O R K — 100t h  A n n u a l , ,  F e b r u a r y , 1897.

C hapters, 188; m em bers, 19,898; g a in . 498.
T h is O ne H u n d re d th  A n n iv ersa ry  of th is  G ran d  C hap ter w as 

h e ld  in  th e  c ity  of A lb an y  on F eb ru a ry  2nd, 1897, w ith  M .\  E . -. 
G eorge E . W . S tivers, G ran d  H ig h  P riest, on th e  th rone . There, 
w ere R epresen ta tives from  183 C h ap te rs  in  a tten d an ce . T he 
R ep resen ta tiv e  of A lab am a w as also there . T h is C onvocation 
w as held  w here th e  first C onvocation, as th e  first A n n u a l, w as 
he ld in 1798.

A n  A ddress of W elcom e w as m ad e  in  b e h a lf  o f th e  M asonic 
H a ll A ssociation (of in te re s t for its  h isto rical sk e tch ), “ w elcom -
in g  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r to its  new  h o m e ,” to  w h ich  th e  M .\  E . \  
G ran d  H ig h  P riest m ad e  a  very ap p ro p ria te  reply .

T he G rand  H ig h  P riest a p tly  speaks of these a n n u a l g a th e r-
ings as “ oases in th e desert of life. A fter speak ing in term s of
praise of th e  founders of th e  G ran d  C hap ter, one h u n d red  years 
before, he s a y s :

“ W e look back  w ith  g ra titu d e  to  those founders of our in s ti-
tu tio n  w ith  a peaceful happ iness in  th e  p resen t, a n d  s tim u la ted  
by th e ir exam ple  a n d  encouraged and  s tren g th en e d  by  th e  suc-
cess of th e ir  u n d e rtak in g , we greet w ith  feelings of pleasure a n d  
satisfaction  th e  beg inn ing  of our second cen tu ry , confident, from  
its  p as t h isto ry , o f th e  fu tu re  adv an cem en t, a n d  of th e  com ing 
g rea tness a n d  glory of C ap itu la r M asonry  in  th is  Ju risd ic tio n .

“ W e m u s t n o t rest upon th e  ach ievem en ts of th e past. L e t 
us con tin u e  in  th e  p a th s  of rec titu d e  a n d  honor, an d  rejoicing 
th a t  th e  p rincip les o f M asonry  have  been our gu id in g  s ta r, pass 
on to our d estin y  w ith th e  courage of our conv ic tions.”

H e  pa id  a deserved tr ib u te  to  th e dead; m en tio n s th e  C h ap -
ters v isited  by h im , a n d  th ey  w ere m a n y ; he found  m an y  of th e  
o ld  C hap ters th a t  h a d  never received a v is it from  a n y  G rand  
Officer. O f visita tions, he rem arks: “ I k now th a t th e resu lts
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are beneficial a n d  la s tin g .” L ik e  ourself, he is a  g re a t ad m ire r 
o f th e  M .\  E . \  M aste r’s Degree. H e  issued a  D ispensation  for
a new  C hapter, a n d  th e  C om m ittee  on C harters recom m ended  
a  C harter.

H e  expresses h is d islike to  th e  law  w ty ch  requires a ll M aster 
M asons resid ing  in  th e  ju risd ic tio n  of a C h ap te r to ap p ly  for th e  
Degrees to th a t C h ap te r an d no other, an d gives very solid rea-
sons for his position, a n d  recom m ends som e m odification  of th is  
law  so th a t  a can d id a te  m a y  ap p ly  to  th e C hap ter of h is choice, 
or th e  one m ost conven ien t to  h is  residence, or give to th e  G rand 
H ig h  P riest som e d iscre tionary  pow er in  th e  m a tte r ; b u t as th e  
G reater N ew  Y ork , th e  prospect for w hich  had  given rise to  th e  
question , ex is ted  on ly  in  p robab ility  a t th a t  tim e, th e  Com -
m ittee  on Ju risp ru d en ce , to w hom  th is  par.t of th e  A ddress h ad  
been referred, concluded  th a t  it  w ere “ b e tte r to  bear th e  ills we 
have  th a n  fly to  those we know n o t of,” a n d  so postponed th e  
fu r th e r consideration , w h ich  recom m endation  w as adopted. 
T he  G ran d Lodge of A lab am a allow s a can d id a te  for Degrees 
to  ap p ly  to  a n y  Lodge in  th e S tate , b u t a  u n an im o u s vote of th e  
L odge nearest h is residence is necessary  before h is  pe titio n  can 
be ac ted  on, an d  th is  has been found n o t to prove inconvenien t.

H e  v is ited  th e M asonic H o m e of N ew  Y ork , a n d  speaks in  
g low ing te rm s of its inestim ab le  benefit, a n d  urges h is C om pan-
ions n o t 16 forget th a t , as th e y are all M aster M asons, th e y
should  do all in th e ir pow er to  foster a n d  m a in ta in  it.

A s we go th ro u g h  th e  volum e w e m ee t w ith  th e  p o rtra it of 
th e  G eneral G rand  Secretary , C hris topher G. Fox, w h ich  calls 
to  m in d  th e  T rien n ia l of 1880 a t  D etro it, w’here w e h ad  th e  
p leasure of seeing th e  k in d  a n d  congenial original, a n d  wThich  
has lingered  in  m em ory.

T reasu rer’s balance on h a n d  show s 55,381.00.
I t  w as resolved “ T h a t th e  A n n u a l B ep o rt of th e  C om m ittee  

on F oreign  C orrespondence hereafter su b m itted  to  th e  G rand  
C h ap te r be restric ted  to  fifty  pages o f p rin ted  m a tte r .”  T he 
B ep o rt in  th e  p resen t volum e covers 246 pages.

T here w ere no grievances to redress.

Jo h n  W ebb, J r ., G ouverneur, G. H . P.
C h ris to p h er G. Fox, Buffalo, G. Sec’y.

T he  B eport on Correspondence, covering 246 pages, w as p re -
sen ted , C om panion George J . G ardner, C h a irm an  of th e  C om -
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m ittee , a n d we are gratified th a t A lab am a for 1895 shou ld find
a place th e re in . H e  quotes libera lly  a n d  approv ing ly  from  th e  
A ddress of G rand  H ig h  P rie s t Jo h n  G. S m ith . Q uoting  som e-
th in g  said  by  us in  opposition to  th e  use of ciphers, he a d d s :

“ W e sy m p a th ize w ith  h im  regard ing  c ipher R itu a ls , a n d  
pred ict th a t  before m a n y years have  passed by, th a t  p la in  te x t  
w ill be th e rule a n d m em o ry ’s storehouse th e exception in im -
p a rtin g  th e  R itu a l.”

H e  th in k s  th e  O rder of H ig h  P riesthood  is becom ing a p a r t  of 
th e  R eport on th e  C ap itu la r Degrees, a n d  “ w ill beeqm e a  fea-
tu re  of grow ing in te re s t”  in  th e  future.

H e  foots u p  in  his tab le  204,673 R . A. M asons affiliated.

N O R T H C A R O L IN A -- 4 9 t h  A n n u a l ,  M a y ,  1897.

C hapters, 21; m em bers, 765; loss, 6.
T h is C onvocation w as opened in  A m ple  F o rm  by M .f. B . \  

C om panion  W . 8 . L iddell, G ran d  P ligh  P riest a t W ilm in g to n .
G rand  H ig h  P rie s t issued th ree  D ispensations, one to con-

tin u e  a  D ispensation , one to  revive a  C hap ter a n d  one for a  new  
C hapter. Two C hap ters w ere aw arded  charters a t  th is  Convo-
cation  .

H e  does n o t th in k  th a t  being an officer in  th e  G ran d  C hap ter 
precludes one from  being elected to  an  office in  h is  C hapter, a n d  
th e  G rand  C h ap te r agreed  w ith  h im .

G ran d  T reasurer repo rts a  balance of 8233.00.
T here were no grievances to  be enquired  in to  a n d  adjusted .
G ran d  C h ap te r de te rm in ed  to  celebrate its  sem i-cen tenn ia l 

a n d  to th is  end  a  co m m ittee  to  prepare a place was appo in ted .

W illiam A. W ith ers, R aleigh , G. H . P.
H orace H . M unson, W ilm in g to n , G. Sec’y.

C om panion Jam es S ou thgate , for th e fifteen th tim e, pre-
sented  th e  review  of the  P roceedings of sister G rand  C hapters, 
in c lu d in g  A labam a for 1896, so th a t  i t  goes w ith o u t say in g  th a t  
i t  is a good one. H e  tak es exception  to  th e  refusal of our G rand  
C h ap te r to  p lace th e  p rin ted  R itu a l of these  beau tifu l Degrees 
in to  th e  h an d s o f officers of C hapters, a n d  com m ents as w e 
quote below. I n  th is we fear he overlooks th a t  if  th e  C h ap te r 
Degrees are to be considered by us as M asonic, th a t  once we
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prom ised  m o st so lem nly  never to  w rite  or p rin t, or in a n y  w ay 
to m a k e record of th e m in su ch m a n n e r as to be in te llig ib le to
even ourselves. T he  G ran d  C hap ter of A lab am a  ev id en tly  has 
a  b e tte r m em ory , or perhaps a  m ore ten d e r conscience.

A fter qu o tin g  from  G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t S m ith ’s A ddress his 
recom m endation  to ob ta in  th e  necessary n u m b er o f copies for 
th is  Ju risd ic tio n  from  th e  G eneral G ran d  C hapter, he th u s  co m -
m e n ts :

“ T he C om m ittee  on th e  A ddress, how ever, m ade  no  recom -
m e n d a tio n , bu t expressed decided objections to  an y  p rin ted  
R itu a l, an d  we infer th a t  th e y  propose to jog  a long  w ith  w h a t 
th e y  have, w h ich  is doubtless good, a n d  never ob tain  u n ifo rm -
ity , even in  C hap ters w h ich  m ay  be located  in  th e  sam e oity. 
T he  R ep o rt on C orrespondence is from  th e  experienced a n d  able 
pen of ou r esteem ed C om panion, P . J .  P illans , w ho for so m a n y  
years has w ritten  th e  R eports for A labam a. H e  review s forty- 
tw o G rand Bodies, in c lu d in g N o rth C arolina for 1896, to w hich
h e  gives tw o  pages of fra ternal no tice .”

W e are th a n k fu l for h is approval of our es tim ate  of th e  value 
o f a M ark a t  th e  p resen t tim e, a n d  th e  tem p est raised  occasion-
a lly because som e B ro ther, en te rta in in g our view s of its u tte r
uselessness, m ay  fail to select a n d  record one.

W e give th e  follow ing e x tra c t show ing  th e  difference betw een 
th e  d ropp ing  from  th e  roll a n d  suspension  for n o n -p ay m en t of 
dues, as to  th e ir effect upon C h ap te r m em bersh ip . W e only  
s ta te  th a t  th e  C onstitu tion  of th e  G ran d  Lodge of A lab am a p ro -
vides for su m m a ry  p u n ish m e n t for n o n -p ay m en t of dues, an d  
to  m ak e  th e  p u n ish m e n t felt as such , th e  G ran d  Lodge has de-
clared  th a t  th is  suspension  m eans suspension  from  all M asonic 
rig h ts, a n d  th a t  i t  know s of bu t one ch arac ter of suspension. 
N ow  w h a t can a  C h ap te r M ason in  A lab am a do, b u t cu t off ah  
M asonic com m unication  w ith  one so situated? W e ho ld  th a t  
th e  G ran d  Lodge has th e  r ig h t to  construe its  ow n C onstitu tion :

“ ‘W e w ould  lik e  our esteem ed C om panion to  exp la in  how , 
w h en  th e  G ran d  L odge says th a t  one suspended  N . P . D. is sus-
pended , a  m em ber of a C hap ter could say  he  is no t, or how  he 
can  ho ld  a n y  M asonic in tercourse w ith  h im ? ’

“ O ur law  does no t suspend  for N . P . D ., as has been often 
s ta ted , b u t s im p ly  strikes from  th e  roll. W e do n o t consider
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th e  N . P . D. a crim e, a u d  hence w h en  th e  dues are pa id  th e  
C om panion is resto red  to m em bersh ip  w ith o u t ballo t. If, th e re -
fore, he  is d ism em bered  for no crim e, he s im p ly rem ain s  non-
afliliated , a n d ’so long  as he p ay s dues in  th e  C h ap te r he can 
rem ain . W e do n o t suspend  w ith o u t tria l, a n d  w hen suspended  
i t  is p rim a  facie evidence th a t  th e  offending  one has co m m itted  
sam e grave offense, a n d  therefore he m u s t be su sp en d ed  in  th e  
C hap ter. W e g ra n t you, C om panion, th a t  we are bound  n o t to  
hold  M asonic in tercourse w ith  one suspended  or expelled  w hile  
u « d e r su ch  sentence, b u t w ith  us th e  nou-affiliate  for N . P . D. 
is ne ither, a n d  w h ile  he can n o t v is it th e  Lodge u n til he pays 
dues, he can v is it th e  C h a p te r.”

N O ItT H  D A K O T A - 8 t h  A n n u a l , J u n h , 1S97.

C hapters, 14; m em bers, 813; increase, 15.
T he G ran d  C h ap te r w as opened a n d  presided over by  M . \ E . \

A lb ert B . H errick , G ran d  H ig h  P riest. H e  th in k s  ‘‘M asonry 
has h ad  a  w onderful g ro w th  in  th e  young  S ta te of N o rth  D a-
k o ta .”  D ue tr ib u te  is pa id  to  th e  fra te rn a l dead.

H e issued b u t tw o D ispensations d u rin g  th e  year, each of 
w h ich  w as to fill offices.

O ne C h ap te r w as constitu ted , a n d  to  perform  th e  d u ty  he 
d ep u ted I t . '. E . \ D avid E . M organ, D ep u ty G ran d H ig h P riest,
w ho reported  th a t  he th in k s  “ th e  C hap ter w ill prosper a n d do 
geod w ork, a lth o u g h  h av in g  b u t one L odge to d raw  fro m .”

P e titio n s from  tw o  C hap ters were received p ray in g  G rand  
C h ap te r to allow  of th e ir  consolidation , a n d  G rand  C h ap te r ac-
ceded to th e  request, d es ig n a tin g  th e  m ode o f th e ir  procedure.

T here w as n o th in g before th e C om m ittee on G rievances a n d
A ppeals.

T he  G ran d  T reasu rer’s report show s a balauce of $48.80, to  
w h ich  is to  be ad d ed  balance in h an d s  o f G ran d  Secretary, 
$131.65; to ta l, $180.45.

C om m ittee  on F in an ce  recom m ended th a t  a  fine of $5.00 be 
im posed on a ll C hap ters whose an n u a l reports, dues a u d  fees are 
no t in th e  h an d s  of th e  G ran d  Secretary by M ay lo th  of each  
year, a n d  G ran d  C h ap te r so adop ted  it.

D av id  E . M organ, D evil’s L ake , G. H . P.
F ra n k  J .  T hom pson , Fargo, G. Sec’y.

N o R ep o rt on Correspondence is found.
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N O V A  SC O T IA —2 7 t h  A n n u a l ,  J u n e ,  1896.

T his G ran d  C h ap te r includes w ith in  its  Ju risd ic tio n  P rince 
E d w a rd  Is la n d  a n d  N ew  E o u n d lau d  also. I n  i t a re  tw elve 
C hapters, w hose m em bers n u m b e r 706, w ith  a ga in  o f 35.

T he above, as w ell as th e  A ddress o f M .\  E . \  C om panion  
S im on W . C rabbe, show  th a t  th e  C raft is g row ing  there , an d  
th e  G rand  H ig h  P rie s t v isited  nearly  all th e  C hap ters a n d  
speaks in  fla tte rin g  term s of th e ir  condition .

G raud  T reasurer show ed a  balance of §418.00 in  th e  treasu ry .
A  C onstitu tion , revised, w as adop ted , a n d  in  i t  we find  th e  

provision g iven below, w h ich  differs from  th e  ru le  o b ta in in g  
here:

“ Sec. 3. W hen  th e  G ran d  Lodge, or a n y  o th er com peten t 
a u th o rity  in  th e  C raft, sh a ll suspend  or expel a n y  B ro th er w ho 
is a  R oyal A rch  M ason, th e  G rand  C h ap te r sha ll im m ed ia te ly , 
on su ch suspension or expulsion , a n d th e circum stances re la tin g
th ere to  being com m unicated  to i t  by  th e  G ran d  H ig h  P riest, 
proceed to  consider a n d  decide w h e th er such  C om panion  shall 
be suspended or expelled from  his A rch-M asonic functions for 
th e  period w hilst su ch  C raft suspension  or expulsion  continues
in  force. B u t no C om panion  sha ll, u n d e r a n y  circum stances, 
be suspended or expelled u n til he shall h ave been sum m oned
an d  allow ed to  show  cause w h y  such  sentence should  no t be 
recorded a n d  enforced, a n d  every o p p o rtu n ity  afforded of de-
fen d in g  him self, e ith e r in  G rand  C hap ter, as aforesaid, or before 
o th e r d u ly  co n stitu ted  a u th o r ity .”

D. H . C am pbell, H a lifax , N . S., G. H . P.
A lex  Ross, H a lifax , N. S., G. Sec’y.

N O V A  SC O T IA —2 8 t h  A n n u a l ,  J u n e ,  1897.

C hapters, 14; m em bers, 728; loss, 6.
T he P rovinces of N ova Sootia, P rin ce  E d w a rd  Is la n d  a n d  

N ew  F o u n d lan d  are u n ite d  in  th is  G ran d  C hapter, w h ich  on 
th is , its  T w en ty -e ig h th  A n n u a l C onvocation, he ld  in  H alifax , 
M .\ E . \  D. H . C am pbell, G ran d  H ig h  P riest, presided. D u r-
in g  th e  y ear he v isited  all th e  C hap ters, e ith e r personally  or by 
p roxy , a n d w ith one exception th e cond ition of each w as re-
p o rted  as fair. T he  exception  w as supposed to  be p a s t resusci-
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ta tio n , b u t a  G rand  v is ita tio n  so in sp ired  th e  C om panions as to' 
in fuse  new life a n d  vigor, a n d  i t  has becom e an  im p o rta n t fac-
to r  w ith in  th e  Ju risd ic tio n . W h ere  th e re  w ere vacancies in  th e  
roil of R epresen ta tives th e G ran d H ig h P rie s t filled th em .

H e g ran ted  several D ispensations for various purposes, a ll o f 
w h ich  w ere approved  by  G rand  C hap ter.

H e  speaks of th e  negligence o f Secretaries an d  C om panions in  
regard  to  dues th u s :

“ b a c k  d u e s .

“ T his is a  disease w h ic h  is sap p in g  th e  life blood o u t of th e  
m ajo rity  of our S ubord ina te  C hap ters. I t  is beyond m y  com -
prehension w h y  C om panions w ho w o u ld  scorn to  owe a p riv a te  
d eb t w ill allow th e ir dues to th e C h ap te r to go on m o n th after
m o n th a n d year after year, never p ay in g th e slig h te st a tte n tio n
to  th e  d em an d s m ad e  upon  th em . I  w ould  stro n g ly  urge upon  
C hap ters in  every case w here a  C om panion is able to pay , a n d  
w ill no t, to  enforce th e  B y -L aw s .”

D onald  D arrach , K en sin g to n , G. H . P .
D. H . C am pbell, H a lifax , G. Sec’y.

T here is no R eport on C orrespondence in th e copy of Proceed-
ings received.

O H I O —80t h A n n u a l , O c t o b e h , 1896.

T he Proceedings of th is  G ran d  C h ap te r we failed to  g e t la s t 
year, b u t we have  those for 1896 now  a t h an d .

C hapters, 196; m em bers, 14,26.1; increase, 504.
F o u r C hapters w ere • au tho rized  by  D ispensa tion  of G ran d  

H ig h  P riest Jacob H . B rom w ell, au d  tw o w ere chartered .
T here  appears to have been som e litt le  trouble  in  o b ta in in g  

receip ts from  th e  several new  H ig h  P riests  for th e  R itu a ls  w h en  
transferred  to  th e m  by th e ir  predecessors, th o u g h  a fte r corre-
spondence th is  was accom plished. I n  th is  w ay only  can  these  
p rin ted  R itu a ls  be k e p t ou t of th e  h a n d s  of th e  u n in itia ted .

T he  M asonic H o m e receives notice from  th e  G ran d  H ig h  
P riest, th e  trustees of w h ich  report th e  receip t in  th e  aggregate  
o f $148,945. a n d  th e  ex p en d itu re of $147,580.00, leav ing  a  bal-
ance of $1,885.00. T he  end o w m en t fu n d  has a  n est egg of
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$200.00. T he n u m b er of adm issions app lied  for is 81. Those 
on file, aw a itin g  action  of C om m ittee , 39; of these, 24 are m en , 
5 are w om en, a n d  10 are ch ild ren .

H ere , as elsew here, d ifficu lty  is found  in  g e ttin g  b re th ren  to  
select a n d  record a  M ark, a n d  indeed, o f w h a t p ractical use now  
is th e  M ark , excep t as an  ornam en t?

F o r n o n -p ay m en t of th e  ta x  for M asonic H o m e one C hap ter 
com es n ea r being pun ished  for con tem p t.

T reasu rer’s balance, $496.95.
C ongra tu la tions w ere ex ten d ed  to th e  G rand  Lodge of M ark 

M aster M asons, of N ew S o u th W ales, and for its recognition by
th e  G ran d  M ark  L odge of E n g la n d  an d  W ales, b u t exchange  of 
R epresen ta tives declined  because i t  “ has n o t th e  supervision 
over th e R oyal A rch  Degrees w ith in  its  te rr ito ry .”

A  p u b lish er of C in c in n a tti m ad e  a  proposition to establish  a 
M asonic periodical, to  be p u b lished  u n d e r th e censorship of th e  
T rustees of th e  H o m e (others to  be in  no w ay  responsible fin an -
cially) a n d  to  “ donate  a ll subscrip tions to  th e  M asonic H o m e .” 
T h is w as endorsed a n d  accepted by G ran d  C hapter.

T he  follow ing, a fter fu ll discussion, w as p a sse d :

“ A n y  m em ber w ho shall have pa id  dues to th is  C h ap te r for 
tw en ty -five  (25) years sh a ll receive a certificate signed by  th e  
H ig h  P riest a n d  Secretary, w ith  th e  seal of th e  C h ap te r a t-
tach ed , a n d in consideration of said certilicate th e m em b er re-
ceiving th e  sam e sh a ll p ay  one dollar, m ak in g  h im  an  honora-
ble life m em b er of th e  C hap ter. S uch  honorab le  life m em ber 
sh a ll be ex em p t from p a y m e n t of a ll dues, excep t th e  a n n u a l 
dues to  th e G ran d  C hapter, b u t sh a ll be subject to d iscip line of 
th is  C h a p te r.”

Geo. D. M cBride, G allipolis, G. H . P .
C has. C. K iefer, U rbana , G. Sec’y. ,

T he  R ep o rt on C orrespondence is p resen ted  by C om pan ion  S. 
S tacker W illiam s, a  very  S am son in  th e  G uild , rev iew ing  A la -
b a m a for 1895.

I n  his in tro d u c tio n  he con tinues th e  h is to ry  of R oyal A rch  
M asonry  in  th is  coun try , b u t th o u g h  full of in te rest, as we h a d  
n o t th a t  in  h is  p receding  R eport to  w h ic h  he refers, we w ill 
m ak e  no e x tra c t from  it.

H e  no tes th a t  th e  R ep o rt of th e  C om m ittee on th e  G ran d  
H ig h P rie s t’s A ddress, w ho reported adversely to th e in tro d u c -
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tion  of th e  p rin ted  R itu a l,” w as signed  by tw o C om panions, 
n e ith e r of w hom  are m em bers of either of th e  tw o  good w ork-
in g  C hap ters v isited  by th e  G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t.”

T he follow ing expresses w isely a n d clearly th e correct posi-
tion , as we ta k e  it, on th is  question :

“C an a  regu lar C hap ter, d u ly  assem bled, do clandestine  work? 
T h e  G ran d  H ig h  P ries t held  th e  can d id a te  n o t to  be in  legal 
possession o f th e  secrets a n d  suggested th a t  he be healed. O n 
th is  p o in t w e differ. T here m a y  be m istak es m ad e  in  p re lim -
in a ry  proceeding's; a C h ap te r m ay  forget to  tak e  a ba llo t on an  
ap p lica tio n , or in  its  h aste m ay  n o t call for a  repo rt o f its  C om -
m ittee  app o in ted  to  inves tig a te  th e  ch arac ter a n d  s ta n d in g  of 
th e  cand ida te ; ye t, i f  th e  body is legal a n d  th e  m ee tin g  is legal, 
its  w ork can n o t be clandestine . N e ith e r th e  ba llo tin g  nor th e  
R ep o rt of th e  C om m ittee  pu ts a  can d id a te  in  possession of a 
Degree. T he  Degree is conferred by a n d  in  th e  body.

“ I n  S ta tes w here Ju risd ic tio n a l lines ex ist, as in  Ohio, for in -
stance, scarcely a  y ear passes w ith o u t a  case of th e  in ad v e rten t 
invasion by  one Lodge of th e  te rrito ry  of ano ther. T he  Degrees 
are conferred by a  Lodge (or C hapter) upon  a can d id a te  to  
w hom  i t  has no legal rig h t, a n d  w h a t is done in  the  case? W h y , 
th e  in frin g in g  body is u su a lly  called upon to p a y  over to th e  in -
ju re d  body th e fees received from  th e  cand ida te . B u t no ta in t  
a ttach es  to th e  cand ida te . N obody th in k s  of b ra n d in g  h im  as 
c landestine  or of d irecting  h im  to  a  doctor to be hea led .”

W ith  one m ore c lipp ing  on M asonic h isto ry  we are th ro u g h  
w ith  our in te restin g  C om panion W il l ia m s :

“ T he Y ork G rand Lodge never h a d a n y connection w hatever
w ith  th e  G rand  Lodge, w h ich  arrogated  to  itse lf th e  ti t le  of 
‘A n cien t,’ a n d  w h ich  hds so often been erroneously te rm ed  th e  
G ran d  L odge o f A n c ien t Y ork  M asons. T h e  Y ork  G rand  
L odge never ch arte red  a su b o rd in a te  outside o f E n g la n d , hence 
th e  te rm  Y ork , or A n c ien t Y ork , as app lied  to  L odges estab-
lish ed  by  th e  sa id  so-called A n c ien t G ran d  L odge in  P en n sy l-
v a n ia , S o u th  C arolina a n d  elsew here in  A m erica  d u rin g  our 
e a rly  h is to ry , n ever w as app ropria te . T here never w as a  Lodge 
in  A m erica  to  w h ich  th e  te rm  Y ork , as d es ig n a tin g  its  descent 
f ro m  th a t  G ran d  Lodge, w ould ap p ly . So far as A m erica  is 
co ncerned , th e te rm Y ork, or A n c ien t Y ork M asons is, a n d a l-
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w ays has been, a  m isnom er, m onito rs an d  fiction w riters to  th e  
co n tra ry  n o tw ith s ta n d in g .”

O R E G O N — 3 7 t h  A n n u a l ,  J u n e ,  1897.

C hapters, 25; m em bers, 1,258; loss, 35.
M .\  E .-. J o h n  H . Irv in e , a fte r open ing  th e  G ran d  C hapter, 

w ith R ep resen tatives from tw en ty -th re e C hapters present, read
h is A ddress. I n  i t  he pays a feeling tr ib u te  to  th e  im m o rta l 
dead. H e  says th a t , “ w ith  a  single exception , h a rm o n y  an d  
b ro therly  love seem  to  prevail th ro u g h o u t 'o u r Ju r isd ic tio n .”  
H e  decided th a t  a H ig h  P rie s t had  th e  rig h t to in s ta ll an y  Sub-
o rd in a te  Officer of the  C h ap te r a t  a n y  regu lar C onvocation of 
th e C h ap te r subsequen t to h is election; th a t in th e absence of
th e  Council o f a C hapter, th e  Ju n io r  H ig h  P riest of th e  C hap ter 
presen t can  open th e  C h ap te r a n d  a tte n d  to  th e  business; th a t  
su b s titu tes  are perm issible in  conferring th e  R oyal A rch  Degree; 
th a t  i t  is im pera tive  for a R oyal A rch M ason to  have h is M ark  
recorded in th e  C h ap te r in w h ich he w as m ade a M ark  M aster; 
th a t a C h ap te r holds perpetual ju risd ic tion  over rejected m a te -
rial; th a t  a re-elected H ig h  P riest can n o t in s ta ll th e  officers 
u n ti l he has h im self been insta lled .

H is  D ispensations w ere all for conferring  th e  Degrees “ w aiv-
in g  th e  s ta tu to ry  tim e .”

H e  recom m ended th e  insertion  in  th e  Proceedings of th e  por-
tra its  from  y ear to year of th e  P ast G rand  H ig h  P riests u n til 
th e  lis t has been com pleted; these to be accom panied  w ith  a 
biograph ical ske tch . G rand C h ap te r approved  th is , a n d  th is  
vo lum e co n ta in s  a  p art.

I n  consequence o f th e  g row ing  in fa tu a tio n  for a p rin ted  
R itu a l, a n d th a t it expresses so clearly w h a t we have heretofore
said  on th e  subject, a n d  th e  possible evils th a t  m ay  resu lt from  
th e m , w e copy en tire  a  le tte r from  th e  G rand L ec tu re r a n d a 
P a s t G rand  H ig h  P riest to th e  G rand  H ig h  P ries t on th e  su b -
ject. Som e have sneered a t  ou r position, a n d  we are to ld  th a t  
th e  c ipher is far older th an  C ap itu la r M asonry  itself; b u t none 
deny  th a t th e y  are w rong as to  th e  sym bolic w ork. T his gives 
rise to th e  question , I s  C ap itu la r M asonry a  leg itim ate  p a rt of 
th e  general in s titu tio n ?  W e do no t u n d e rtak e  to answ er, b u t 
leave th is  to th e  in d iv id u a l conscience of each C om panion. W e
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are  satisfied  th a t  on th is  question th e  consciences o f our B re th -
ren  a n d  C om panions are becom ing fu lly  aroused.

Fo llow ing  is th e  le tte r spoken of a b o v e :

“ P o rtlan d , Oregon, A pril 27, 1897.
“ J . H . Irv in e , E sq .,

“ M .\  E .-. G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t o f Oregon:

“ M y D ear S ir a n d  E steem ed  C om panion :—Y our le tte r  of th e  
18th w as d u ly  received, a n d  should  h ave  been answ ered  before 
th is . I  have been deb atin g  ju s t w h a t suggestions I  h ad  to  give 
in  reference to  th e  w ork as you h a d  requested. I n  th e  m ean -
tim e  I  have been exceed ing ly  busy  in hom e affairs, w h ich  I  
place first; second, in  Council, of w h ich  I hope you received a 
copy. Been co n g ra tu la ted  ou Oregon being  so p ro m p t in  issu-
in g  Proceedings so soon a fter assem bly , so hope to score one for 
Oregon. O ther du ties have ta k e n m y  tim e  so com pletely  th a t  
I  have  go tten  n early  covej^d up. H ow ever, allow m e to  th a n k  
you  for th e  k in d ly  expression in  yo u r last, a n d  le t m e assure 
you th a t  I  w ill a lw ays len d  you or o thers a  h a n d  (a sailor ex -
pression ) in M asonic w ork, so far as able. I have, u n fo rtu n a te ly
or o therw ise, been unab le  to devote m y  a tte n tio n  to th e  office of 
G ran d  L ec tu re r in  G ran d  C hap ter. M y presence has n o t been 
asked, an d  I  d islike  to ob trude m yself w here I  am  not especially 
in v ited , so I  can  only repo rt th a t  I  do n o t th in k  th e  lectures of 
th e  Degrees have been generally  g iven in  th e  various C hapters, 
unless som e old h a n d w ho d id n o t lea rn M asonry from a book
w as a t  th e  helm . I n  an sw er to y our inqu iry , p e rm it m e to  say  
th a t  I  th in k  it  m a y  be adv isab le  for you  to  call in  question  
w h e th e r all th a t  is con tained  in th e  book a n d  re la tin g  to  th e  
conferring  of th e  Degree, or w h e th er a fte r th e  Degree th e  pre-
sid ing  officer shou ld  no t give th e  proper lecture; o therw ise  th e  
lesson th a t  shou ld  be ta u g h t has been lost s ig h t of, a n d  our 
‘s tre n g th  has been sp e n t in  v a in .’ B u t th e m ost g larin g , th e  
w orst th in g  to deal w ith  is th e  pub lication  of R itu a ls  in c ipher 
a n d  th ro u g h th e  m ails  sen t b roadcast to  m em bers of th e  O rder, 
especially  those w hose nam es are in  th e  p rin ted  Proceedings, 
a sk in g  th em  to  criticise th e  w ork  a n d  m a k e  suggestions as to  
w h a t m ay be th e estab lished w ork of th e ir Ju risd ic tio n , a n d
s ta tin g  th ey  w ill g lad ly  a lte r it  to  su it custom ers. N ow  I  never 
learned  th e  esoteric p a r t of M asonry  from  a  book, b u t a ll m y  
Degrees in  th e  Y ork  R ite  w ere g iven m e orally . M y in d ig n a -
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tio n  was aroused since receiving your le tter, from  th e  fact of 
m y  receiving one by m ail, d irected  to  m e as G ran d  L ectu rer, 
a n d a p rin ted (typew ritten ) le tte r addressed to m e as P a s t G rand
H ig h  P riest, desiring  ‘a little  in fo rm a tio n ,’ etc., a n d  s ta tin g  th a t  
‘th e  G ran d  H ig h  P ries t a n d  G rand  Secretary  w ere vested  w ith  
a u th o r ity  to  a rran g e  a n d  ad o p t a  w ork  for S ubord ina te  C hap-
ters (see F if te e n th  A n n u a l C onvocation, as per s ta n d in g  Reso-
lu tio n ) ,’ a n d  ‘we fail to find  an y  in fo rm ation  as to  w h a t your 
R itu a l w as,’ so th e y  send m e a  copy of th e  ‘S ignet o f R oyal 
A  rch  M aso n ry ,’ w ith  O rder of H ig h  P riesthood, a n d  R oyal a n d  
Select an d  Super E x ce llen t M aster ap p en d ed  thereto , for m e to 
‘ex am in e  as soon as possible a n d  w rite  an  opin ion  of i t . ’ (A ll 
quo ta tions are m ark ed  a n d  underscored.) A n d  ‘in  subsequen t 
ed ition  w e w ill correct an d  revise all errors, a n d  m ak e  i t  as ab -
solu tely  perfect as it  is possible for a  tex t-book  to b e ,’ etc.

“ N ow  m ore th a n  th ir ty years since I  took upon m yself, freely
a n d  v o lu n ta rily , th e  O. B. of an  «E. A ., a n d  I  received m y  lec-
tu re  from m en  w hom  I  look back upon  w ith  th e  u tm o st respect 
an d  veneration  as m en  a n d  M asons. I  received from  th e m  a 
sacred (to m e) tru st, a n d I am n o t on ly grieved, b u t astounded ,
to  receive su ch  a  proposition. I  d o n ’t  k now  w h a t th e  m en  
th in k —th a t  I  am  a  web-foot, a  w ild  m an  from th e  w oolly W est, 
or a n y th in g  th e y  like; b u t I  s im p ly  p u t th e  book in to  a  package 
a n d  sen t it  back  to th e m  w ith o u t a  w ord o r reason therefor; an d  
if  in  receiv ing  i t  ( I  p laced  m y  address outside) th e y can  con-
ceive of th e co n tem p t a n d u tte r abhorrence th a t I feel for such
a v io lation  of th e  first Degree, th e y  m a y realize in  som e fa in t 
degree th e  opin ion  I  hold of th e m  a n d  th e ir  M asonry.

“ N ow, to b rin g  th is  th in g  to  a  close, a n d  i t  h as  an n o y ed  m e 
exceedingly , I  w ould suggest th a t  you, in  som e su itab le  term s, 
bring  th is  subject before th e  G rand  Chapter,- as, if  i t  has been 
done in m y  instance , w h y  n o t in  others? T he first th in g  we 
know , books w ill be placed in  th e  h an d s of every C om panion  
on h is e x a lta tio n , n o t on ly  for th e  Degrees received, bu t for 
Council a n d  H ig h  P riesthood  as well; if  he  can read  one, an d  
has m ad e  a stu d y  of M asonry, he  can read  th e  o th er a lm o st as 
equally  w-ell.

“ I  h av e  g iven you a  topic, b u t I am  hu rried  w ritin g  th is, an d  
c a n ’t  go to  th e  len g th  I  w ould like  to do, b u t hope you m ay  be 
able to give th e  w arn in g  in  season ag a in s t th e  receiving of such  
w orks from  publishers, to  th e  d e tr im en t of th e  C raft in  Oregon.
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I n  o th er words, th e  less books we have  th e  better, even if  we- 
have to have a select C om m ittee to revise th e w ork now adopted .
F or th a t  purpose, I  w ould, if  agreeable, ask  you to recom m end 
th e  ap p o in tm en t of a  C om m ittee  of n o t m ore th a n  th ree  to 
revise a n d  a d ap t th e  w ork of th e  Ju risd ic tio n  to  th e  needs of 
th e C raft, and , shou ld such recom m endation be adopted , hope .
you will be able to ap p o in t som e good m en , w ho know  som e-
th in g  m ore th a n  th e  reason th a t  ‘they  done  so w hen  I  was 
m a d e ,’ or ‘th a t ’s th e  w ay  th e y  done w hen  I  was e x a lte d ,’ and- 
th a t  such  w ork as is adopted  be exem plified  before th e  n e x t 
G ran d  C hapter, a n d  a ll C hap ters shou ld  be com pelled, as in  
M issouri, to  a tte n d  th e  call of th e G rand  L ec tu re r a n d  receive 
th e  w ork  from  h im  orally—no books.

“ Y ours for M asonry, pure, sim ple, an d  for th e  b e tte rm e n t of. 
our fellows, P o p e (not th e in fa llib le ).”

L . N . R oney, E ugene, G. H . P.
Jam es F . R obinson, E ugene, G. Sec’y.

T he R eport 011 C orrespondence em an a tes  from  th e  pen of P a s t 
G rand  H ig h  P riest J .  M. H udson, a n d  is one of th e  com pletest 
of th e  whole. A lab am a for 1896 finds a  p lace there .

H e  notices ou r effort to cheapen th e  D egrees, a n d  fears “ there 
is  such  a  th in g  as being  too c h e a p .”

H e agrees w ith u s th a t non-affilia tion precludes one being: in
good s tan d in g , a n d  reasons th u s :

“ I f  a  C om panion w ho is a  non-affilia te  is in  good s tan d in g , 
w h a t sh a ll we say  of th e  one w ho m a in ta in s  h is  m em bership ,, 
keeps all h is dues pa id  a n d  discharges a ll h is  o th e r M asonic 
duties? I s  th e  la tte r  in  e x tra s ta n d in g ?  C erta in ly  th ere o u g h t 
to  be som e d is tin c tio n , an d  if th e  la t te r  is only  in  good s ta n d in g  
certa in ly  th e  form er is o ff color. T he  fact is, he has no s tan d in g ; 
h e  is ou t in  th e  cold, cold w orld, a n d  th e  q u icker he is m ad e  to  
realize th a t  fact th e  better, both for h im  a n d  th e  F ra te rn ity . 
W e never took a n y  stock  in  these  goody-goody h a lf-and -half 
fellows, a n y w a y .”

W e are also very m u ch  gra tified  a t fin d in g  h im  a t one w ith  
us as to  th e  requ iring  en tran ce  to H ig h  P riesthood  a pre-requisite- 
to  in s ta lla tio n . W h a t we there in  supposed, ac tu a lly  occurred .. 
See N eb rask a  in  th is  R eport. Space filled. A dieu.
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P E N N S Y L V A N IA —1 0 2 n d  A n n u a l ,  D e c e m b e k ,  1897.

C hapters, 121; m em bers, 16,439; gain , 482.
M ark  Lodges, 3; m em bers, 1,018; loss, 17.
T he  G ran d  C hap ter w as opened in  A m p le  F o rm  b.y M .\  E . \  

C om panion E z ra  S. B a rtle tt, G ran d  P ligh  P riest, w ho pro-
ceeded to p resen t h is “ A n n u a l R ep o rt.”  I n  it  we are told th a t  
“ there are 33,000 m ore M aster M asons th a n  th e re  are  R oyal 
A rch  M asons in th is  Ju r isd ic tio n .”  A  feeling tr ib u te  is p a id  to  
th e  dead of th is  a n d  sister G rand  C hap ters. H e  sta tes th a t  
a lth o u g h  th e  u tili ty  of the  system  of G rand  R ep resen tatives is 
denied  by some, “ we approve th e  system , an d  in  th e  exercise of 
the  C onstitu tional pow er vested” to  ap p o in t R ep resen tatives in  
G ran d  C hap ters of o th er Ju risd ic tions, “ h ave  com m issioned ,” 
a n d  proceeds to  n am e them . W e give th e  follow ing as abso-
lu te ly  co rre c t:

“ J u s t  here, for th e  in fo rm atio n  of those w ho seem  to  believe 
th a t  th e  pow ers o f th e  G rand  H ig h  P rie s t a re u n lim ited , w ho 
shou ld  know  better, a n d  w ho are disposed to  becom e critics, i f  
th e ir requests are n o t gran ted , le t m e say, th a t th e G rand H ig h
P rie s t has n o t th e  pow er to  set aside a  C onstitu tional L aw , n o r 
th e  pow er of se ttin g  aside th e  B y-L aw s of a  S ubord ina te  C h ap -
ter. A s an  obligated E x ecu tiv e  Officer his is th e  d u ty to see 
th a t  th e y  are  n o t evaded or set aside; th a t  th ey  are obeyed .”

T he in sta lla tio n  of officers of th e  G ran d  C hapter, w ho had  
been previously elected a t  th e  la s t q u a rte rly  C om m unication , 
w as th e n  had , w ith —■

C om panion M ichael W . Jacobs, P h ilad e lp h ia , G. H . P .
C om panion  C harles Cary, P h ilad e lp h ia , G. Sec’y .

T h e  R ep o rt on C orrespondence w as m ad e  by  th e  C hairm an , 
C om panion M ath ias A . H enderson , P a s t G rand  H ig h  P riest, 
th e  labor having , how ever, been d iv ided  am ong  th e  en tire  six  
m em bers of th e  C om m ittee. W e regret th a t  th e  Proceedings of 
A lab am a  do no t appear in  th e  R eport. T his doubtless occurs 
from  th e  fac t th a t  th is A n n u a l is he ld  in th e  la t te r  p a r t of De-
cem ber, w hile  our G ran d  C h ap te r m eets, early  in  th e  sam e 
m o n th , a n d  th e Proceedings were n o t ou t o f th e  h an d s  of th e  
p rin te rs ; ye t, those  of th e  p receding  C onvocation should  have 
been on h an d .
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C om pan ion  H enderson  has th is  to say as to  th e  reasons w hich  
govern th e G ran d  C hap ter of P en n sy lv an ia  in  refusing  Degrees 
to  be conferred by a  C h ap te r on one rejected by a n o th e r :

“ A  P e n n sy lv a n ia  C h ap te r re jecting  an  ap p lican t can n o t allow  
a n o th e r C h ap te r to confer th e  Degrees, for th e  reasons th a t  th ey  
can n o t consen t to o thers m a k in g  a R oyal A rch  M ason o u t of 
m a te ria l w h ich  th e y  d id  n o t consider good enough  for th e m -
selves. I n  o th er w ords, w e say  to our C h a p te rs : I f  Bro. A . B. 
is n o t good enough  for you, he is n o t good enough  for th em , a n d  
th o u g h  you do n o t w a n t h im , you can n o t consen t to  an o th e r 
ta k in g  h im . W e hope th e  above m ay  assist C om panion  F oster 
in  d ispelling  th e clouds w h ic h he says obscure h is u n d e rs ta n d -
in g  of th e  q u estio n .”

As th e  tw o -q u es tio n s of th e  p roprie ty  an d  M asonic usage in 
regard  to  public in s ta lla tio n s  a n d  of th e  use of c ipher R itu a ls  
a re before th e G ran d Bodies, w e give w h a t C om panion E d g ar
A . T ennis, P . G. H . P ., an o th e r m em ber o f th e  C om m ittee , says 
about th e m :

“ W e believe th a t  a  v is it to  our G ran d  B ody, or even to  a n y  
of our S ubord ina te  Bodies w ill have th e  effect of convincing  
ou r good C om panion th a t  th e  w ork  can  be done, an d  w ell done, 
w ith o u t th e  use of C yphers; a n d  th a t  m odesty  w ith  w h ic h  we 
carry  on all our Proceedings is m ore desirable a n d  a ttrac tiv e  
th a n  a n y  public exh ib ition , su ch as necessarily  follows in s ta l-
la tions w hen  o th er th a n  m em bers of th e  C raft a re  p resent. Wei 
adm ire  th e  e n th u s ia sm  a n d  generally  progressive sp irit o f ourl 
C om panions in  th e  far-off new  coun try , a n d  d o n ’t  w a n t them ! 
to  go a s tra y  upon questions th a t  have long  since been passed  
upon  by  G ran d  Bodies m a n y years th e ir  senior. T he  conservJ 
a tive sp irit of P e n n sy lv a n ia  m ay  n o t su it th e  d ash  a n d b uoy l 
an cy  of our W este rn  C om panions, b u t in  th e  long years of u se l 
fulness you w ill find  th a t  it  is th e  be tte r p a r t o f valo r to  stic ll 
close to th e  a n c ie n t usages, custom s a n d  lan d m ark s. W e sh a ll 
w a tch  w ith  m u ch  in te rest th e  fu rth er progress of th is  G ra n I  
C h ap te r, to w h ich we ex te n d our h ea rty co n g ra tu la tio n s a n l
fra te rn a l regard. F o r fu r th e r in fo rm atio n  a n d  conviction  as tfl 
public insta lla tions, etc ., I  respectfu lly  refer you to  th e  C o rrJ  
spondence of P en n sy lv an ia  a n d  M aine, w herein  O ompanioB 
A frica, o f our Ju risd ic tio n , answ ers w ith  m a n y  h is to rica l facfl
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a n d  p ru d e n t, m odern  custom s, th e  a rg u m en ts  advanced in  fa-
vor of an y  pu b lic ity  of our B ite s .”

W e find  C om panion J .  S im pson A frica in  un ison  w ith  our 
heretofore expressed “ condem nation of th e in tro d u c tio n of the
profane beh ind  a cu rta in  in  C h ap te r w o rk .”  H e  accounts for 
i t  how ever as “ com ing from  a Ju risd ic tio n  w here  th e  w ork in  
cy p h er is p e rm itted , i t  is esteem ed a  m ove in  th e  r ig h t d irec-
tio n .”

H e  th in k s , as we do th a t  th e  ch a rte r m u s t be p resen t to legal-
ize th e  w ork  of a  C hapter.

W e could dw ell longer w ith  th is  m o st valuab le  R eport, bu t 
fear th a t  we m ay  stre tch  our lim its  too far.

Q U E B E C —2 0 t h  A n n u a l ,  J a n u a r y ,  1897.

C hapters, 11; m em bers, 514; increase, 27.
T h is G ran d  C h ap te r was opened a n d  presided  over by M .\  

E . \  C om panion  J . B. T residder, G ran d  Zerubbabel, who, in  his 
A ddress, m ad e  these rem ark s re la tive  to  th e  A nti-M asonic 
Congress h e ld  la s t y ear in  T ren t, I ta ly ,  so m ew h at in  keep ing  
w ith  our ow n view s as expressed in  a  special repo rt on th e  le tte r  
of th e G ran d M aster of M asons in I ta ly w hich had been re-
ferred to  th is  C om m ittee  by our M .\  W . \  G ran d  M aster. W e 
com m end th e  follow ing to  our C om panions a n d  B re th ren  :

“ I t is a m a tte r for sincere congra tu la tion th a t th e peace of th e
M asonic w orld  has n o t been in te rru p ted , an d  th a t  h a rm o n y  pre-
vails, n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  fact th a t  since w e la s t m e t in th is  
T em ple a  so-called G ran d A nti-M asonic C onclave has been he ld  
a t T ren t, a n d  I  v en tu re  to  say  th a t  its effect, as far as th e  M a-
sonic w orld is concerned, w ill be to  s tim u la te  th e  ind iv id u al 
m em bers of our n ble O rder to renew ed efforts, a n d to prove, by
o ur conduct a n d  exam ple, th a t  it  is our a im  to w alk  u p rig h tly  
before God a n d  m en  in  our various sta tio n s of life, regu la ting  
our action  by ru le a n d  lin e  acceptable to  our M ak er.”

W e h eartily  sy m p ath ize  w ith  our C om panions of Quebec, for 
we know  th a t  th e  sp ir it w h ich  ac tu a ted  th e  ecclesiastics 
p ro m p ts  to  th e  sam e teach in g s am ong  a very large p a rt o f th e  
popu la tion  su rro u n d in g  them .

D ue respect is p a id  to  th e  m em ory  of deceased C om panions.



94 A P P E N D IX .

G rand  T reasurer reports a  balance of $373.73 of th e  G eneral 
F u n d  a n d  of $667 00 in  th e  B enevolent F u n d .

W h y  have we no t a  sim ilar fund?
T he C om m ittee on th e R eport of th e G ran d S ecretary ex -

presses a s to n ish m e n t a t th e  ta rd iness of som e of th e  Secretaries 
of C hap ters in  fo rw ard ing  th e ir  re tu rn s  a n d  dues, a n d  th a t oc-
casionally th ere  arc found H ig h  P riests  w ho proceed to e x a lt a 
B ro th er w ho has n o t selected a M ark. W e ask  ag a in  of w h a t 
use is th is M ark now , save as an o rn am en t, a n d w hy continue
i t  w hen its  usefulness is a t  an  eud?

J . B. T residder, G. Z.
W ill H . W h y te , G. Sec’y.

T he  R ep o rt on C orrespondence is from  th e  sk illed  C om pan-
ion, E . T. D. C ham bers, w hose p roductions have  so often here-
tofore g iven us pleasure. W e are pleased to  greet h im  again . 
B u t w here  is A labam a, a n d  w h y  h ad  h er P roceedings n o t been 
received?

W e hear h im  say ing  “ T he proper p reparation  of these  R eports 
requires tim e  a n d  th o u g h t .”

SO U T H  D A K O T A —8 t h  A s n u a i . ,  J u n e ,  1897.

T here are 27 C hap ters em braced in  th is  Ju risd ic tio n , n u m b er-
ing  a m em bersh ip  of 1,441, an d  show ing  an increase d u rin g  th e  
year o f 16.

T h e  G rand  H ig h  P riest, G. V. A yres, reports th e  C raft “ in  a  
prosperous condition , so far as I  k n o w .”

H e  renorted  in fu ll th e  an n o u n cem en t of th e  reconciliation  of 
th e  G ran d  C h ap te r of R hode I s la n d  w ith  th e  G eneral G ran d  
C hapter.

H e  issued a  D ispensation  for th e  form ation  o f a  new  C hapter, 
a n d  th is  received a  C harter.

F ro m  R eport of G ran d  S ecretary  we find  th a t  he com putes 
th e  gains in  m em bersh ip  a t 82, a n d  th e  losses a t  130, w h ich  
w ould  m ak e  th e  n e t loss 48, w hile  by h is synopsis o f re tu rn s , 
ded u c tin g m em bersh ip in 1896 from th a t in 1897, w ill show an
increase of 16. N ow  w hich?

T reasu rer’s ba lance , $1,259.52.

Sam uel J . Coyne, A berdeen, G. H . P .
George A. P e ttig rew , F lan d reau , G. Sec’y.
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M .\ E . \  C om panion  L . G. Levoy, P a s t G ran d  H ig h  P riest, 
■once m ore presented one of his p leasing  an d  in s tru c tiv e  R eports  
on Correspondence, rev iew ing  th e  Proceedings of forty-five 
G ran d C hapters, inc lud ing those from A labam a for 1896 a n d
1897.

W e sincerely  th a n k  h im  for th e  im pulse  th a t  p ro m p te d  th e  
w ish th a t  we m ig h t live an d  w rite  th ir ty  m ore R eports, b u t no t 
for th e  w ish  itself. T he labor is now  great, b u t how  w ith  a few 
m ore years added to  those a lread y  m ore th a n  a decade beyond 
th e  usual span?

T h is from his conclusion :

“ A ll a long th e  line  com e w ords of cheer w h ich confirm  us in 
th e  belief th a t  in  th e  n ear fu tu re  m a y  be expected  a  daw n in g  of 
p rosperity  in th e  w ay of increased m em bersh ip  a n d  in te rest 
n ever before experienced in th e  an n a ls  of R oyal A rch M asonry, 
bu t one th in g  m ars  th e  glow ing prospect, a n d  th a t is th e  g re a t 
a rm y  of non-affiliates w h ich  seem s to  con tinue  to  grow  w ith  in -
creasing regu larity . W e are pleased to note, how ever, th a t som e
G ran d  C hap ters are seeking  a m eans to cu rta il th e  evil, a n d  th a t  
m a n y  C orrespondents are m ore in terested  in  th e  subject an d  
a g ita tin g  it, a n d  und o u b ted ly  good w ill follow  in  th e  check ing  
.of th is  m enace to  th e  w elfare of C ap itu la r M aso n ry .”

T E N N E S S E E -- 8 8 t h A n n u a l , J a n u a r y , 1897.

C hapters, 69; m em bers, 2,602; increase, 108.
T he  G ran d  C hap ter w as opened in  A m p le  F o rm  by th e  M .\

E . \  W . 1). H enderson , G rand  H ig h  P riest, w ho s ta ted  in  h is 
A ddress th a t  h e  w as “ pleased to report th a t  th e  sp irit of peace 
a n d  harm ony , w hich  shou ld  ever characterize  all R oyal A rch  
M asons, ex is ts  in  all its  love a n d  beau ty  betw een our ow n a n d  
a ll sister Ju risd ic tio n s .”

H e  w as called on bu t for tw o R ulings, b o th of w h ich  we 
th in k  in  accord w ith  M asonic L aw s. H e  th in k s  th e  use o f sub -
s titu te s shou ld if possible be avoided.

D ispensations w ere issued by h im  for four new  C hapters; tw o 
of these received charters a n d  tw o o thers w hich  h ad  been w ork-
ing , w e presum e, u n d e r D ispensation , con tinued , a n d  th e  
o th er tw o w ere probably con tinued .

T he  G rand  H ig h  P riest m ak es a  beau tifu l conclusion to  his 
A ddress, on w h a t is M asonry a n d th e du ties of M asons, of
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w h ic h th e C om m ittee on Ju risp ru d en ce s a y s : “W e w ould th a t
every M ason could read  th e  conclusion of th is  A ddress,” &c.

B alance in  h an d s o f G rand  Treasurer, $1,992.42.
T here w ere no appeals.

Is a a c  J . T h u rm a n , M cM innville , G. H . P .
W m . A . C lendenn ing , N ashv ille , G. Sec’y.

C om panion  H e n ry  H . Ingerso ll m ad e  th e  R eport on Corre-
spondence, in c lu d in g in i t A lab am a for 1895.

H e  fears un favorab le  deductions m a y  be d raw n  from  th e  
figures show n in  th e  Proceedings, b u t hopes th a t  w h a t w e h av e  
“ lost in  •num bers”  we have  “ gained  in  discip line  a n d  devo-
tio n .”

H e approves of th e p la n adop ted of increasing th e n u m b er of
lectu rers a n d  req u iriu g  th e m  to  v is it a ll th e  C hap ters a n d  m a k e  
a  full repo rt o f th e  condition  of th e  C hap ters severally , M ason- 
ically , m a te ria lly  a n d  financia lly .

T he  follow ing from his conclusion is so ap t, a n d  we hope m a y  
prove serviceable th a t  we give i t  to you,C om  panions, w ho k now  
o ur view s on su ch  inn o v atio n :

“ T h e  ‘n ew  w o m an ’ is n o t w holly  ab sen t from  F reem asonry . 
I n th e N orthw est, especially, her voice is h eard in th e L odge
R oom —not m erely  as a  q u a rte tte  singer, b u t also as a  solo 
speaker. T he  E aste rn  S ta r  is sh in in g  forth , a n d  th e  w ives, 
sisters an d  d au g h te rs  of M asons, be ing  organized in to  Lodges, 
are becom ing fam ilia r w ith  affairs th a t  belong o n ly  u n to  m en . 
M an y  B re th ren a n d  C om panions in  som e S ta tes are  encourag-
in g  th is  new  departu re .

“ I t  is a  passing  show , of course. A n d  w hen th e  craze is over, 
w h en  th e  epidem ic ceases, w e sha ll be, or if  n o t we, our ch ild ren  
w ill be w h a t we w ere an d  our p aren ts  before us.

“ T he m en  w ill grow  beards, a n d  sing  bass, a n d  w in  b read , 
an d  be fathers, a n d  w ear p an ts , a n d  figh t th e  b a ttle  o f life in  
field a n d farm , in shop a n d m ill, in p u lp it a n d forum ; a n d th e
w om en, G od bless th em , w ill be m o th ers an d  w ives a n d  sisters 
a n d  d au g h te rs of m en , queens of th e  hom e, ru lin g  th e re  b y  r ig h t 
d iv ine, a n d  m ak in g  i t  like  heaven, d ispensing  love a n d  jo y  in  
h u m a n  hearts, a n d  being  h ap p ies t o f m o rta ls  from  m ak in g  
o thers h ap p y ; in  th e ir  ow n sphere  w ill th e y  ru le  a n d  sh in e  ‘a 
li t t le low er th an  th e  an g e ls .’

“ L e t us, C om panions, n o t encourage th e ir  m a n ia for clubs
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a n d  circles a n d  L odges a n d  C hapters, or a n y th in g  th a t  tends to 
low er th e m  in our esteem , w eaken th e  hom e tie, destroy  th e ir 
h o ly  influence or b ring  th e m  to our le v e l!”

T E X A S — 47t h A n n u a l , D e c e m b e r , 1896.

C hapters, 140; m em bers, 6,205; increase, 107.

T h is C onvocation w as opened in  A m p le  F o rm  by M .\  E . \  
C om panion  A. S. B u n tin g , G rand  H ig h  P riest.

H e issued a D ispensation for a new C hap ter, w h ich , hav in g
presen ted  w ork fit for the  Tem ple, was aw arded  a charter.

S ix  C hap ters w ere revived.
I n  th is  there  is a G rand  C om m ittee  on W ork, such as we have, 

w hose te rm s expire by law  all a t  one tim e, a n d  th e  G rand  H ig h  
P riest recom m ended th a t  th ey  be m ade to  exp ire  a n n u a lly , one 
a t a tim e.

G rand  Treasurer reports a balance o f $5,421.00.
A very  g ran d e lo q u en t A ddress on th e  beauties a n d  va lue  of 

M asonry was delivered by th e  G rand  O rator, C om panion  W il-
liam  C lark.

U pon report a n d  recom m endation  of th e  C om m ittee  on Ju r is -
prudence, th e  follow ing 'R eso lu tions were ado p ted :

“ No. 2. R esolved, T h a t if  a n y  M ark M aster, w ho receives 
th e  Degree after th e  adop tion  of th is  R esolution, fails to ‘choose 
a M a rk ,’ a n d  fu rn ish  th e  sam e to  his C h ap te r w ith in  tw elve 
m o n th s  from  th e  d a te  o f ‘m a rk in g ,’ he sha ll be deem ed g u ilty  
of a  M asonic offense, an d  m a y  be proceeded ag a in s t by h is 
C h ap te r in  th e  sam e m a n n e r as now  provided for tr ia ls  for 
M asonic offenses.

“ No. 3. R esolved, T h a t an y  one a  M ark M aster a t th e  d a te  
of th e  adoption  of th is  R esolution, w ho has n o t heretofore 
chosen a M ark , a n d  shall fail to do so w ith in  tw elve m o n th s 
afte r th e  adoption  of th is  R esolu tion , m ay  be proceeded against 
as in  cases provided for in R esolu tion  No. 2.

“ N o. 4. Resolved, T h a t th e  Secretaries o f all C hapters be in -
s tru c ted  to  n o tify  all m em bers of th e ir  C hapters, w ho h ave  n o t 
chosen a M ark , of these R eso lu tions.”

R . O. R ounsw all, W aco, G. H . P.
George Lopas, J r . ,  H ouston , G. H . P.

7
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T he R ep o rt on Correspondence, w h ich  includes A lab am a for 
1895, a n d is th e th ird from him , and , like those preced ing it,
betokens a clear head  an d  sound  d isc rim in a tio n . H e  says th e  
A ddress of G ran d  H ig h  P riest J .  G. S m ith  “ is short, b u t show s 
ea rn es t zeal a n d  in te lligence .” Y et, quo tin g  a passage from  it, 
he says, “ T h is  show s th a t  A labam a C hap ters are no t endow ed 
w ith  enough e n th u s ia sm  to  set th e  world on fire.”

F ro m  u n d e r A rkansas, w'e copy :

“ W e in ten d ed  to  copy th e  en tire  R eport on C orrespondence 
from  C om panion L au g h lin , b u t find  w hen  too la te  th a t  m ost of 
i t  is on th e  back of th e  above clipp ings. I t  covers ab o u t one- 
h a lf  page, a n d  is devoted alm ost en tire ly  to an a rg u m en t in 
favor of a wwitten or p rin ted ‘c ipher R itu a l,’ a u d presents th e
m a k in g  an d  deposit of th e  ‘k e y ’ as his a rg u m en t a n d  precedent. 
G reat Csesar! D id C om panion L au g h lin  in te n d  th is  as an  a rg u -
m e n t in  favor of ‘p r in tin g ’ or ‘w ritin g ’ th e  ‘R itu a l’—even in 
cipher?—conditions are en tire ly  dissim ilar. T h e  object to be 
so u g h t is en tire ly  d ifferent, an d if C om pan ion  P illan s w ill in -
terpose a general dem urrer, we w ill act as ju d g e  an d  su s ta in  i t . ”

W e assure our C om panion we have no idea of en te rin g  in to  
a n y contest, for if th is C ap itu la r M asonry is a p a rt of th e G rand
M asonic O rder, th en  every E . A. know s th a t  all of th e  ciphers 
are w rong, a n d  if  it  be no p a r t of th e  O rder, th e n  C om panions 
m ay  be governed by  th e ir  tastes. W e, how ever, have been 
ta u g h t to  look upon th is  as a b ran ch  of th e  o rig ina l tree, and  
n o t an  in d ep en d e n t shoot, on ly  said  to be so. W e will, however, 
a d d w h a t w as once before said by us, th a t if persisted in th is
w as b u t th e  beg in n in g  o f th e  end.

H e  defines, we th in k , very  c learly  th e  position  of th e  G rand  
C h ap te r of Texas in  her re la tion  to  th e  G eneral G ran d  C hapter, 
an d  we can n o t see w h y  th e re  ca n n o t be a feeling o f h a rm o n y  
betw een th em . H ere is w h a t he says:

“ No, C om panion S ingleton , th e  C om panions of T exas u n d e r-
stood th e  re la tionsh ip . T he  G eneral G rand  C h ap te r is an  ‘in -
d ep en d en t sovereign b o d y .’ Those G rand  C h ap te rs  w ho are 
m em bers of th a t  sovereign ty  are subject to  its  au th o rity . I t  
w ould be an  enom aly  to say  th a t  a  co n stitu en t m em ber of a 
body is in d ep en d e n t of th e  sovereign of w hich  it  is co n stitu en t. 
T he  G eneral G ran d  C h ap te r is suprem e, a n d  som e of th e  m em -
bers of th e corps have already insisted th a t it sha ll become a
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'g o v ern in g  body .’ A ll it  has to do is to declare itse lf a ‘govern-
in g  body ,’ a n d  all th e m em bers o f th e  househo ld  are bound  by 
its  sovereign a c t.”

W h en  rev iew ing  K en tu ck y , he quotes from  C om panion S ta -
tons, of V erm ont, th u s , as to re tren ch m en t of expenses:

“ These re tren ch in g  fellows n e v e r th in k  itn ecessa ry  to re tre n ch  
on  them selves. G ran d  C h ap te r pays §3.00 per d iem  d u rin g  th e  
session, a n d  e ig h t cen ts per m ile  one w ay. T he  ra ilroads never 
fail to  give reduced ra tes o f one a n d  one-th ird  fare, m a k in g  th e  
traveling expenses about one-half th e am o u n t allow ed. Som e
of th e  m em bers—a very  few, how ever—stop a t  hotels, p ay in g  
th e  full a m o u n t o f per d iem . Som e stop  a t hotels, p ay in g  tw o- 
th ird s  of th e  am o u n t, w hile  a  large m a jo rity  stop a t  cheap  
hotels, p ay in g  one-th ird  th e  a m o u n t allowed.

“ B u t every tim e a m ove a t re tren ch m en t is m ade it a lw ays
s trik es th e class of m em bers a n d officers w ho do th e h ard w ork,
w h ile  th e  re trenchers s ta n d  off and  look on w ith  self-com pla-
cency th a t  th e  w ork goes on by those w hom  th e y  w ould c u t off 
en tire ly , a n d  do n o th in g  b u t d raw  th e ir  m ileage a n d  per d iem , 
have  a  good tim e, a n d go h o m e .”

A n d  no one has felt th is  m ore th a n  C om panion  S ta ton , b u t
ou r Texas C om panion very  p roperly  says:

“ C u t i t  off, a n d  use th e  m oney  to pay  your p rin te r  a n d  o th er 
th in g s  needful. W e d o n ’t pay  m ileage or per diem  either. W e
have good a tten d an ce , an d  our m em bers—a g rea t m a n y  of th em  
—travel abou t th ree  tim es as far as th ey  can  in K en tu ck y  w ith -
ou t trav e lin g  a round th e  S tate , a u d  th ey p u t u p  a t good hotels 
an d  boaid ing  houses.”

N e ith e r do we in  A labam a, e ith e r in  G ran d  L odge or G rand  
C hap ter, y e t our a tten d an ce  is usu a lly  fa irly  large.

O f physica l qualifications, u n d e r M assachusetts, we hear h im  
say ing , as to a decision of th e  G ran d  H ig h  P r ie s t :

“ T he tru e  E n g lish  o f th is  position is: I f  he  can  be m ad e  to
com ply , th a t  is all th a t  is necessary. I f  you can d ispense w ith  
one leg, you can  d ispense w ith  one a rm  also, one ear, tw o, as for 
th a t  m atte r , a n d  b lind in  bo th  eyes. G lasses are no su b stitu te  
for lim bs; th e y  are s im p ly  aids to  th e  v is io n .”

W.e c a n ’t  give all his good th in g s, else we m ig h t b a n k ru p t 
th e  treasu ry .
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V E R M O N T —8 0 t h  A n n u a l ,  J u n e ,  1897.

C hapters, 27; m em bers, 2,788; increase* 63.
A ll th e  C hapters w ere represented . M .\  E . '.  G rand  H ig h  

P riest D aniel W . N icholson proceeded to  open th e  G ran d C hap-
ter, a n d afte r th e  a p p o in tm e n t of C om m ittees, delivered his 
A ddress. I n  it  is found  th e  follow ing parag rap h , w h ic h  we 
com m end to  our C om panions. H e  pays a  feeling tr ib u te  to  th e
dead. H e  speaks th u s  fla tte rin g ly  of M a so n ry :

“ O ur in s titu tio n  boasts its  orig in  in  th e  early  ages o f th e  w orld; 
it re ta in s  its  an c ie n t law s uncorrup ted , its  venerable rites a n d  
expressive sym bols unch an g ed , an d  its p rim eval cerem onies 
en tire . T he stupendous p y ram ids w hich w ere raised, th e lofty
obelisks inscribed, an d  th e  m agn ificen t tem ples b u ilt by M a-
sonic hands, have y ielded  to  th e  ravages of tim e; b u t th e  in s ti-
tu tio n  itse lf has survived  th e ir  overth row  a n d  ou tlived  th e ir  
glory. I t  w ill con tinue  still, a n d  flourish  till—

“ ‘T he g rea t globe itse lf
A nd all w hich  it in h erits , be destroyed,
A nd, like  the  baseless fabric o f a vision,
L eave if^t a w reck b e h in d .’

“ L ik e  th e  sun , its  em blem , it has a t tim es been obscured. T he 
clouds of error a n d  th e  darkness of ignorance have overshadow ed 
its lustre, b u t from th e tem porary p en u m b ra it has a lw ays
em erged w ith  increased sp lendor. A n d  a lth o u g h  from  low 
m in d s m ists  of prejudice m a y  still arise a n d  d im  th e  clearness 
of its  horizon, accusing  us of sacrilege because we call our officers 
B ible nam es, before th e  m erid ian  lig h t of reason, t r u th  a n d  
w isdom  th e y  w ill qu ick ly  d isappear.”

H e  recom m ended a careful revision of th e  R itu a l of th e  G rand  
C hapter, and , w hen adopted , its being p rin ted  in  c ipher an d  
five h u n d red  copies be p rin ted  for d is trib u tio n , a n d  th e C om -
m ittee to w h ich it was referred recom m ended a n d it w as
a d o p te d :

“ T h a t th e en tire subject of th e preservation of th e esoteric
w ork, as adop ted  by th e  G ran d  C hap ter, its  d issem ination  in  
th e  fu tu re  a n d  its  custody, be referred to th e  in co m in g  M .\  E . \  
G ran d  H ig h  P riest a n d  h is associates o f th e  G rand  Council, w ith  
fu ll a u th o rity  to  ac t; provided, how ever, th a t  n o th in g  in  th is
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sh a ll be construed  as au th o riz in g  a n y  change  ol th e  adop ted  
w ork, excep t to conform  to  th e  requ irem en ts of th e  M .-. E . \  
G eneral G rand  C h ap te r a n d  th e  essentials determ ined  upon by 
th a t G ran d B o d y .”

T he C om m ittee  on G rievances expressed g rea t g ratification  
on fin d in g th e ir office a sinecure.

G ran d  T reasurer reports a balance of $6,225.00.

E u g en e S. W eston , N ew H av en , G. H . P.
W arren  G. R eynolds, B urling ton , G. Sec’y.

T he volum e of Proceedings con ta ins also an  accoun t of th e  
A n n u a l C onvocation of D. D. G. H . Priests held in B u rlin g to n
in  October, w herein  su n d ry  addresses were m ad e  on th e  several 
Degrees of th e  C hapter, an d  b u t for w a n t of space w e w ould 
give you p arts  as b o th  in te restin g  an d instruc tive .

O ur esteem ed C om panion, P a s t G rand  H ig h  P riest M arsh  O. 
P erk in s, ag a in  presen ts one of h is excellen t R eports on Corre-
spondence, in w hich  A lab am a for 1896 finds a place.

N o tin g  th e fact th a t  a proposition to confer th e  Degrees g ra -
tu ito u s ly  on m in is te rs of th e  Gospel, he announces h is view s, 
w h ich  w e th in k  sound, th u s :

“ W h y  such  class d is tin c tio n , w e canno t com prehend . W h y  no t
se t u p  ‘th e  butcher, th e  baker, a n d  th e  candle-stick  m a k e r’ in 
th e  sam e category? I f  a R everend B ro ther desires th e  Degrees, 
a n d  has no t th e  w here-w ith-all to pay  for th em , le t th e  B re th ren  
in d iv id u a lly  ‘c h ip ,’b u t d o n ’t  rob th e  C h ap te r’s treasu ry  because 
a  B ro th er w ears a  w h ite  choker or a  clerical coat a n d  v isage.”

A n d  a llu d in g  to  us, he s a y s :

“ A n d  in  m a n y  o th er th ings, b u t is as far aw ay  on ‘p r in te d ’ 
R itu a ls  as ever. W e have th e  u tm o st adm ira tio n for h is con-
sistency  in  th e  m a tte r , b u t fran k ly  confess w e believe th a t  th e  
d ark n ess  in  th e  la n d  of th e  A labam a R itu a l w ill never be re-
lieved u n til som e m eth o d  is devised to carry  lig h t to  every 
C om panion in  th e  Ju risd ic tio n . B u t isn ’t  our good B ro th er 
s tray in g  in to  th e  p a th s  of heterodoxy in  th e  follow ing under 
N o rth  C arolina?—

“ ‘A t th e  p resen t tim e  is th e  m a rk  so essential as to  ren d er all 
these  enforcem ents necessary? W e w ould be g lad  to  learn  w h y  
a ll th is  fuss ab o u t a th in g  so u tte r ly  useless. A fter one is



102 A P P E N D IX .

selected, how  m a n y  get one a n d  w ear one? In d eed , th e  d isp lay  
of such  tokens is beg inn ing  to  be an  in d ex  of th e  frau d  or dead  
beat. W e h ave  b u t once in  our long M asonic career h ad  one 
p resen ted  to us w ith  full purpose, a n d  th en  by  one absolu te ly  
u n w o rth y .’ ”

W e w ould n o t th a t  our esteem ed C om panion shou ld  th in k  
h a rd  of us, b u t we on ly  expressed our conviction, th e  resu lt of 
ou r observation  a n d  experience. N ow  th ere  is m u ch  w ritten  of 
th e  P a s t M aster’s Degree, in  -which m o st excellen t lessons are 
ta u g h t, an d  we are free te  confess th a t  th e  recollection of th e m  
has often m ou lded  our course w hile presid ing  for m a n y y ears  
over a  Lodge. Y et, th o u g h  a Degree of C ap itu la r M asonry, an d  
one lesson clearly  a n d  forcibly ta u g h t, th a t  a  M aster o f a Lodge- 
shou ld  a lw ays be certain th a t th e  ch a rte r of th e  Lodge w as 
w ith in  h is reach, we find  a  G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t ru lin g  th a t  a 
H ig h  P riest need  no t have th e  ch arte r in  h is C hap ter H a ll, for 
i t  is “on ly  an  ev idence’? th a t  h is C h ap te r is legally  p erm itted  to  
wTork. Strange., a n d  we confess, to  us, incom prehensib le  incon-
sistency.

V IR G IN IA —8 9 t h  A n n u a l ,  N o v e m b e r ,  1896.

C hapters, 39; m em bers, 2,504; increase, 97.
T h e  Proceedings of th is  M .\  E . \  G ran d  C h ap te r for 1896 are 

before us. T his Convocaiion w as presided over by M .\ E .-.
Jacob  B u m g ard u er, G ran d  H ig h  P riest, w ho recounted  his 
official actions to  th e  G ran d  C hapter. P roper a tte n tio n  is paid  
to  th e  m em ory  of th e  im m o rta l dead , am ong  w hom  w as th e ir  
venerab le  G ran d  C h ap la in  a n d  P a s t G ran d  H ig h  P riest G. W . 
D am e, of w hom  th e  G ran d  H ig h  P riest says:

“ N o stronger evidence of h is exa lted w o rth  a n d  th e  love of 
h is  b re th ren  can be given th a n  th e  fact th a t for m ore th a n  a  
q u a rte r of a cen tu ry he led th e C raft in its devotions a t th e sev-
eral A n n u a l Sessions of th e  th ree  G ran d  Bodies of th is Ju r isd ic -
tio n .”

G ran d  H ig h  P riest a tten d ed  a school of in s tru c tio n  a n d w as 
g rea tly  pleased w ith  its  probable results, a n d  asked  G rau d  
C h ap te r to  con tin u e  to a id  these  schools.

H e  is en th u s iastic  about th e  H om e, an d  endorsed som e rec-
o m m endations of h is  predecessors u rg in g  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r to
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“ take action looking  to  th e  e s tab lish m en t of som e d is tin c tiv e  
featu re  bearing  its n a m e ” a n d  G ran d  C h ap te r m ade an  appro-
p ria tion  n o t to exceed §300.00, should th ere be such  balance 
after th e  expenses of G rand  C h ap te r had  been paid.

A  D ispensation for a  new  C hap ter w as issued an d  it  w as ch ar-
tered  a t th is  C onvocation.

There w ere no decisions w an ted  nor w ere there a n y  griev-
ances to  redress.

Jo h n  P . S teffner, B ristol, G. H . P.
Ja m e s  B. B lanks, Petersburg , G. Sec’y.

T he  G ran d  T reasurer reports a t  th is  C onvocation a  balance 
of §43.47.

W e have th is  year a  R eport on C orrespondence from  th e  pen 
of M .\  E . \  C om panion C. L . N esb itt, P a s t G rand  H ig h  P riest, 
w ho k in d ly  review s A labam a for 1895. W e in fer th a t  h e  has 
no greater lik in g  for th e  P a s t M aster’s Degree th a n ourself. ,

H e  approves of th e  position tak en by our G ran d  C h ap te r a d -
verse to  a  charge for a  d im it, a n d  th a t  th ere  should  be no  fee 
for affiliation, for “ every proper in d u cem en t should be offered 
to C om panions to affilia te .” So far we agree, b u t we can n o t
agree w ith  h im  w hen he says th e  presence of th e  ch arte r is n o t 
necessary, if  th e  presid ing  officer know s i t  is in  safe keeping, 
for if  th is  be so, w h y  n o t re legate the P . M. Degree to its  p roper 
keep ing , th e  Sym bolic Lodge, or w hy teach  in th e  C hap ters 
w h a t m u s t n o t be practiced?

H e advocates req u irin g from all visitors th e exh ib ition of a
receip t from Lodge or C hapter, or both, for th e  dues of th e  las t 
year. T his we believe also wo.uld be very  an n o y in g  to  th e  
frauds and  tram p s, b u t beneficial to Lodges an d  C hap ters a n d  
in d iv id u a l M asons.

T he  R eport is an  excellen t one, concise, full an d  w ith  o p in -
ions sound  generally  an d  forcibly expressed, a n d  a lth o u g h  his 
first needs no apology as m ad e  in  th e  conclusion. W e tru s t we 
m ay  m eet again , C om pan ion .

W A S H IN G T O N —1 2 t h  A n n u a l ,  J u n e ,  1896.

' C hap ters, 17; m em bers, 1,143; decrease, 2.
T he G ran d  C hap ter w as opened in A m ple  F o rm  by M .\  E . \  

G rand  H ig h  P riest, E d w a rd  R. H are, w hen G ran d  H ig h  P riest 
delivered h is A n n u a l A ddress. I n  th is  he co ngratu lates th e
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C om panions on th e  h arm o n y  an d  good feeling ex is tin g  betw een 
th e  several G ran d  C hap ters a n d  also th e  various C hap ters of 
th is  Ju risd ic tio n . H e  g ran ted  by D ispensation  on several oc-
casions th e  use of a su b s titu te  in conferring  th e  Degrees.

H e  m ade one a p p o in tm en t of a R epresen tative , in  accordance 
w ith th e practice of th e G rand C hapter, b u t a d d s :

“ I  shou ld  be pleased to see th e  G ran d  C hap ter abandon  a 
prac tice  w h ich  can  never be of a n y  benefit to  us a n d  w h ich  
m a y  do us h a rm ; an d  ce rta in ly  th e  cost of th is  system  can, 
u n d er the  p resent conditions, be dispensed  w ith  a n d  our su r-
p lus still be none  too g re a t.”

I n  w hich  he m ay  be rig h t, b u t w hence th e  cost?
In  obedience to th e  requ irem ent of th e  G ran d  C h ap te r he ap -

p lied for a n d obtained the requ isite n u m b er of copies of th e
R itu a l of th e  G eneral G ran d  C hapter, w hen  he discovered 
m a n y  errors in  th e  key w hich  he th in k s  m a y  lead  to erroneous 
in te rp re ta tio n  of th e  R itu a l, a n d  recom m ended  th a t-  th is  be 
referred to a com m ittee  for ad ju s tm en t. T h u s we are  n o t y e t
n earin g  th a t ignis fatuus, u n ifo rm ity  of work.

G ran d T reasurer reports cash balance $2,037.43.
T he  G ran d  R epresen ta tive  system , in  accordance w ith  recom -

m en d a tio n  of th e  G rand  H ig h  P riest w as “ abolished  in  th is  
Ju r isd ic tio n .”

A provision w as m ad e  w hereby  a C h ap te r m ig h t suspend  
from  all M asonic rig h ts  as a R oyal A rch  M ason a m em ber in -
debted to th e C hap ter for one y e a r’s dues.

C om panion W eath erw ax , G ran d  O rator, delivered an  oration  
in  verse, w h ich  he su b s titu ted  for th a t  he had  prepared .

W . L eR oy D arby, Pom eroy, G. H . P.
Y an cy  C. B lalock, W alla  W alla , G. Sec’y.

A gain  th e  G rand  S ecretary  gives us h is ru m in a tio n s  over th e
P roceedings of various sister G ran d  C hapters, am ong  w h ich  
A labam a for 189o m ak es her appearance. W e are k in d ly  
trea ted , an d  only  w ish we could g rasp  th a t han d .

W e like w h a t he says in  th e  following, a n d  th e  w ay  he says 
it:

“ W e never could u n d e rs tan d  w h y  so m an y  C om panions a n d  
B ro thers advocated  th e  adm ission of m in is te rs  free. F ro m  a 
financial s ta n d p o in t th e  average m in is te r is a  g rea t deal better
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able to  p ay  th e  fees for th e  Degrees th a n  th e  average lay m an , 
a n d  as a  w orker in  th e  fra te rn ity  he  is a  failure—ow ing to his 
clerical duties, we suppose. Y ou seldom  see h im  a t  your C on-
vocations, excep t on rare occasions; therefore his influence as a 
C hris tian  C om panion is lost to us. H ence we advocate, th e  
‘equal footing p la n ’ for a ll .”

W e m u st, however, ’th o  re lu c tan tly , b id  th is  good a n d  jov ial 
C om panion  good n ig h t.

W A S H IN G T O N —1 3 t h  A n n u a l ,  J u n e ,  1897.

In  th is  S ta te  are 17 C hapters; w ith  one U. D. its  m em bersh ip  
is 1,131, a n d th e  tab le  show s a  loss of 10.

G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t W alte r L . D arb y  g ran ted  a  D ispensation  
fo r a new  C hapter, an d  a t  th is  C onvocation it  w as deem ed 
w o rth y  o f a  charter.

C ash balance on h an d , $2,140,00.
Tw o copies of th e  “ S ignet of R oyal A rch  M asonry” w as or-

dered to be purchased  for th e  use of G ran d  C h ap te r in  in s ta ll-
in g  officers, a n d  G rand  C h ap te r adop ted  as th e  m a x im u m  of
lim it to  th e  R eport on Correspondence “ s ix ty  pages or less.”

G ran d C h ap te r proceeded to elect officers w ith th e follow ing
re su lt:

C arm i D ibble, N ew  W hatcom , G. H . P .
Y an cy  C. B lalock, W alla  W alla , G. Sec’y.

T he  la tte r  p resented  th e  R ep o rt on Correspondence, b u t we do 
n o t find  th a t  he has confined  h im se lf to th e  lim it prescribed by 
G ran d  C hap ter, as i t  covers 118 pages, w ith  A lab am a for 1896 
alo n g  w ith th e  crowd.

H e  quo tes th e  recom m endation  of G rand  H ig h  P riest S m ith
as to th e  adoption  a n d  in tro d u c tio n  of th e  R itu a l p repared  by 
th e  G eneral G rand  C hapter, w ith o u t com m ent, how ever, nor
does he te ll how  our U rau d  C h ap te r disposed of it.

W E S T V I R G I N I A - 2 6 t h A n n u a l , N o v e m b e k , 1896.

Prof. Sam uel N . M yers, M .\  E  \  G ran d  H ig h  P riest, opened 
th e  G ran d  C h ap te r in  A m ple  Form , a n d  it  being announced  
th a t  th e  M .\  E . \  G ran d  H ig h  P riest, George L . M cC ahan, was 
in  w aitin g , he w as in troduced  a n d  greeted w ith  th e  g rand  
honors.
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T he G ran d  H ig h  P ries t th en  delivered h is A ddress.
H e  g ran ted  D ispensations for tw o new  C hapters, a n d  to  both, 

w ere charters aw arded.
G rand  T reasurer reported  a  balance of |834.36.
T here are now  23 chartered  C hap ters, w ith  a m em b ersh ip  of 

1,381, a n d  an  increase d u rin g  th e  y ear of 165.
N o questions w ere before th e  C om m ittee  on Ju risp ru d en ce .
T he C om m ittee  on W ork, for w a n t of .tim e, d id  no t exem plify  

th e  work.
H a v in g concluded th e business of th e C onvocation th e G ran d

C h ap te r w as closed a n d  th e  m em bers repaired  to  th e  b an q u e t 
ha ll, w here p repara tion  h a d  been m ade for th e  celebration  of 
th e  q u a rte r cen ten n ia l of th is  G rand  C hapter.

T he Proceedings of th is  celebration are published  in  th e  copy 
of th e P roceedings a n d appear to be in lieu of a R eport on Cor-
respondence.

Jam es M cC ahan, W heeling , G. H . P.
Odel S. Dong, C harleston, G. Bec’y.

W IS C O N S IN —4 7 t h A n n u a l , F e b r u a r y , 1897.

C hapters. 73; m em bers, 5,894; increase, 87.
T he A ddress of M u. E . \  T hom as P ryor, J r ., is concise a n d  to

th e  po in t. H e  issued D ispensations for tw o new  C hapters, 
w h ich  were chartered  a t th is  C onvocation.

H e  declined to issue som e D ispensations asked for, because he 
d id  n o t th in k  th e  G ran d  H ig h  P riest h ad  a n y  such  power, th e re  
being  no au th o rity  given to  h im  in  th a t  d irection , a n d  n o t be-
liev ing  th a t  th e re  were a n y  prerogatives a tta c h e d  to th e  office 
of G ran d H ig h  P riest to  follow a G ran d  M aster, a n d finally , 
because th is  pow er is forbidden by th e  C o n stitu tio n  of th e  G en -
eral G rand  C hapter.

H is  delusions are few, b u t sound. H e  th in k s  th a t m oney  
sp en t in  d efray in g  th e  expenses of G ran d  Officers in  m a k in g  
v isits to  S ubord inates w ould be like  “ good seed in  good g ro u n d ,” 
a n d  be p roductive of a rich  harvest.

H e recom m ended th a t  provision be m ade for th e  expenses of 
delegates to th e G eneral G ran d C hap ter, a n d an app ro p ria tio n
for th a t  purpose w as m ade.

F o r th e  fou rteen th  tim e  C om panion W illiam  C. S w ain  pre-
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sen ted  th e  R ep o rt on C orrespondence, a n d  w e are g ra tified  to 
fin d  A lab am a  for 1895 still in  th e  fro n t ra n k .

W e find h im  “ in c lin ed  to  agree w ith  th e C om m ittee on Ju r is -
p ru d en ce” in  its  R ep o rt adverse to  th e  reco m m en d atio n  o f 
G ran d  H ig h  P riest S m ith to  p u t th e  R itu a l of th e  G eneral 
G ran d  C h ap te r in to  th e  h an d s of th e  officers of th e  C hapters. 
B y  th e  w ay, th is  or a p rin ted  R itu a l, is som etim es spoken of as 
T he  R itu a l, T he B lack  H a w k , T he  K ey, an d  som etim es as T he 
H in d o o  Theology.

H is  allusion  to  th e  p leasan t day  a t  D etro it recalls m o st v iv id ly  
th e m a n y p leasan t acquain tances m ad e th ere a n d th e m a n y
w ho h ave  passed th e  veils. I f  one lives long, how  m a n y  m u s t 
he see d rop  by th e w ay, a n d  how  lonely  seem s th e  jo u rn ey  on!

In c id e n ta lly  h is  view s on th e  W isconsin  p lan  o f a d m in is te r-
in g  M asonic relief to  those need ing  help , are g iven , th o u g h  it  
be a  G ran d  Lodge p lan ; b u t we give w h a t he said  a n d  w h y  he 
said it. H e quotes th e first sentence from us a n d th e n we have
h is view s:

“ ‘H e is a strong advocate of th e plan proposed by th e G rand
Lodge of W isconsin , an d  su b m itted  to  th e  various G rand Lodges 
for th e  adoption  of som e ru le for organized ch a rity  w hereby  th e  
a m o u n t expended  in  b eh a lf of a  needy B ro th er m ig h t be r e -
fu nded  on com pu lsion .’

“ W h ic h four lines sets us to th in k in g th a t th e opponents of
th e  ‘W isconsin  p roposition ’ dw ell too m u c h  up o n  w h a t th e y  
call th e  com pulsory  feature o f th e  p lan , a n d  en tire ly  lose s ig h t 
o f th e  fact th a t  it  w as in ten d ed  n o t on ly  to  m ak e  sure  relief to  
w o rth y  distressed B reth ren , b u t to  aid  in  de tec tin g  frauds, a n d  
to relieve w eak L odges of burdens th ey are unab le to bear, by
b rin g in g  G rand  Lodges, w ith  th e ir ch a rity  funds, to th e ir  rescue, 
a n d  all th is  u n d e r su ch  restric tions as G ran d  L odges m ig h t im -
pose. T h is w riter is th e  au th o r of th e  proposition, a n d  is g lad  
to  say  th a t  it  is g a in in g  g round , a n d  th a t he believes th a t  w h en  
it  is understood  it  w ill genera lly  p rev a il.”

A dieu , dear C om panions, for th e  nonce. W e hope to  h ear 
from  you a n d  ta lk  w ith you again .

F ra te rn a lly  subm itted ,
P A L M E R J . P IL L A N S ,

C h a i r m a n .
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N a m e  a n d  N u m b e r o p  C h a p t e r s  M a k i n g  R e t u r n s ,

W ith  th e  N u m b er of M em bers R e tu rn ed , A m o u n t of D ues paid  
to  th e  G ran d  C hapter, a n d  th e  n u m b er of those A dvanced, 
Presided, Received an d  A ccepted, E x a lte d , A ffiliated, R e-
jected, D im itted , D ied, Suspended, an d  R e in sta ted , since 
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lO iT uscum bia.. . . . ‘77 8 19 75 8 3 3 3 4 2
12 M arion ____ 90 3 3 3 9
19 M t. M oriah 39 ‘74 00 6 6 6 1 1
21|M obile _ _ .  __ . 43 32 25 i 1 1 3 2 1 5
22 M ontgom ery  __ . 48 36 00 6 6 6 6 2 3 2
23 T alladega 30 22 50 2 2 2 9 1 1 0 1
24 E u fau la . . .  . . 46 34 50 3 3 1

C ourtland 19 9 75 1 1
26 U nion _ _ . 31 93 50
28 Sts. Jo h n .. 43 39 no 1 1
32 F u lto n  ___ _ 21 15 75 1 2
38 D ec a tu r. . 31 23 25 2 2 2 2 3 9 1
4(1 C am den . _ 19 9 00 1
54 T y rian  __  _ _ 61 45 75 3 2
56 Z erubbabel .  ... 14 10 50 3 3 3 3 1
63 C lay ton  _ _ 29 21 75 8 8 8 8 1 10
64 C entral _ . 17 12 75 1 1 1
71 L a n d m a rk 36 27 00 3 3 3 3 1 1 8
76 E ly to n _________ 11 6 2
79 H illabee ___  .  _ 98 91 00 3 3 3 1° 1
80 M yles J .  G reene 94 18 00 5 5 5
85 G aston .. _ 19
88 S pringv ille  . . . 17 19 75 1 6
9-7 N otasu lga  .  . 14 10 50 “7
93 C olum bus. _ 18 13 50
96 D aniel P ra t t  _ __  . 17 12 75
99 T hom as M. B rag g . . . 33 16 50 13 13 13 1 2

100 R ock M ills__________ 14 21 00
101 M ineral C i ty . .  . 146 108 75 10 10 10 10 2 4 1 8
106 G rah am  _ 91
107 F o rt P ay n e 23 17 25 1 1 1 1
108jPratt C ity  _ ._ 48 36 00
109iBloeton 17 12 25 8

1023 $720 75 69 68 69 72 25 20 11 56 11
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SUSPENDED FOE NON-PAYM ENT OF DUES.

T uscum bia, N o. 10—Jam es Jack so n , Jam es A . S hort, S tep h en
E . B rad ley , George W . B ald w in .

Mobile, No. 21—L . O rlando  H icks, Joseph  N eno, Jn o . W . T ag -
gart, W . B . R ow land , E . L . M oreshol.

M ontgom ery , No. 22—M cDuffie C ain, 8 . B. P a tto n .
T alladega, N o. 23—N. M. F ran k s , VV. T. H a m ilto n , Thos. C. 

K ing , J . A. M ullendore, L . M. O tts.
E u fau la , No. 24—Moses A lexander.
C ourtland , No. 25—W m . V. O hardavoyne.
F u lto n , No. 32—Ja m es E . K ennedy , Isaac  M. Rogers.
D ecatur, No. 38—L y eastu s S. R obinson, E p h ra im L yons, E d -

w ard  W . Collier, Jam es P . C lark , Jo h n  D. W yker,
D avid  T. W ach ter, J o h n  M athew s, Jo h n  B. T urley , 
Jo h n  E . B anks.

T y rian , No. 54—Josephus S. B eard, I r a  C ham pion .
C lay ton , No. 63—A. H . A lston , H . Collins, J .  T . F loyd , B. C.

G lenn, J . M. H obdy , A lto  V. Lee, S r., S e th  M abry , 
A . L . O liver, W . J . V alen tine , Ja m e s  M. W illiam s.

L a n d m a rk , N o. 71—Levi W ilk inson , N eed h am  H ughes, 
C harles H . L oftin .

H illabee, N o. 79—F . M. P artrid g e .
S pringville , No. 88—T hom as D. B radford , D avid  F- Craw ford, 

E lija h  M. C ondea, G reen B. R ow ell, T h o sH . Sikes.
Thos. M. B ragg, N o. 99—Jam es C. M assey, A llen  R eaves, B yron  

C. W illiam s.
B locton, N o. 109—E li Shortridge, A lford H . G en try .

SUSPENDED FO E UNMASONIC CONDUCT.

Blocton, No. 109—Ja m e s T. Reed.

R E IN ST A T E D .

T uscum bia, No. 10—Jam es C aden, E d w ard  R . S im m s.
D ecatur, No. 38—Jo h n  B . G raham .
T alladega, No. 23—R obert J . C u n n in g h am .
C entral, N o. 64—W . M. R hodes.
E ly to n , No. 76—George M. M orrow , E llis  M. V eitch .
M ineral C ity , N o. 101—C harles D rennen , Jn o . S. C lem ents, 

Jn o . W . M ullen.
F o rt P ay n e , No. 107—W illiam  R . Poe.

*
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DIED.

M arion, No. 12—W illiam  F . D avis, D ec.21,1896, a g e d 68. 
J o h n  H . Poole, J a n . 27, 1897, aged 69.

M t. M oriah, No. 19—D u n can  Dew, J r ., O ct. 9, 1897, 
aged 66.

T alladega, N o. 23—R ich a rd  R . H u rley , J u n e 14, 1897, 
aged 70.

C ourtland , N o. 25—D aniel B. C am pbell, Dec. 1, 1896, 
aged 62.

Sts. Jo h n , No. 28—Theodore A. H all.
F u lto n , N o. 32—Jo h n  W . M enefee, M ay 29, 1897.
C am den, No. 40—J o h n R . M cDowell, F eb . 7, 1897, 

aged 84.
C entra l, No. 64—P . M. F an ch er, Ju n e  16,1897, aged 81.
L a n d m a rk , No. 71—George H . T hom as, Feb. 1, 1897, 

aged 52.
M ineral C ity , No. 101—L a F a y e tte  H enderson , A pril 

28, 1897.
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RECAPITULATION.

C h ap te rs  th a t  m ad e  r e tu rn s ----------------------------------------------  33
C hap ters th a t  paid  d u e s ---------------------------------------------------- 31
C hapters th a t  w ere rep resen ted -----------------------------------------  31
N u m b er of M em bers p r e s e n t____________________   84
M em bers reported  a t th is  C onvocation -------------------------------1023
D ues received a t th is  G ran d  C o n v o c a tio n ----------------------$720.75

W O R K  OF T H E  Y E A R .

A d v a n c e d _____________________________     —---------------60
P re s id e d ------------  68
Received a n d  A ccep ted --------------------------- —69
E x a lte d ------------------------  12
A ff i l ia te d   ----------------------------------   25
D im i t t e d -------------   20
D ied ----------------------------------   U
S uspended  for U n m aso n ic  C o n d u c t---------------------------------------- I
S uspended  for N o n -P a y m e n t o f D u e s ------------------------  56
R e in s ta te d ________________________________________-________ U

ST A T E  OF T H E  C H A P T E R S .

C hap ters square on th e  b o o k s ---------------------------------------------- 31
C hapters d e lin q u e n t_________________________________________ 7
C harters forfeited____________________________________________ 2

E u n o m ia , No. 5, a n d  M cK inley , No. 48.

«



R
e

g
is

t
e

r
 

o
f

 
C

h
a

p
t

e
r

s
 

U
n

d
e

r
 

t
h

e
 

J
u

r
is

d
ic

t
io

n
o

f
 

t
h

e
 

G
r

a
n

d
 

C
h

a
p

t
e

r
 

o
f

 
A

l
a

b
a

m
a

.

N
A

M
E

.
L

O
C

A
T

IO
N

.
C

O
U

N
T

Y
.

P
O

S
T

-O
F

F
IC

E
.

H
IG

H
 

P
R

IE
S

T
.

S
E

C
R

E
T

A
R

Y
.

C
O

N
V

O
C

A
T

IO
N

.

[ 
M

o
n

ro
e

__
__

) T
u

sc
u

m
b

ia
 

_
! 

M
a

ri
o

n
__

__
__

__
i M

t.
 M

o
ri

a
h

__
__

M
o

b
il

e
 

 
__

__
__

! 
M

o
n

tg
o

m
e

ry
—

> 
T

a
ll

a
d

e
g

a
__

__
_

E
u

fa
u

la
__

__
__

_
|

> 
C

o
u

rt
la

n
d

__
__

_
26

 U
n

io
n

__
__

__
__

2
8

,S
ts

. 
J

o
h

n
--

--
--

--
-

32
: F

u
lt

o
n

__
__

__
__

_
|

38
j D

e
c

a
tu

r 
!

40
; C

am
 d

e
n

__
__

__
_

54
 T

y
ri

a
n

__
__

__
__

_
j

5
6

jZ
e

ru
b

b
a

b
e

l_
__

5
7

!C
o

ll
in

sv
il

le
__

__
I

63
 C

la
y

to
n

__
__

__
_

i
64

 C
e

n
tr

a
l 

__
__

__
_

71
 L

a
n

d
m

a
rk

__
76

 E
ly

to
n

__
__

__
_

7
9

|H
il

la
b

e
e

 
__

__
80

 M
y

le
s 

J.
 G

re
e

n
e

8 
»j 

G
a

s
to

n
__

__
__

_
8

6
lC

o
o

sa
 

__
__

__
__

8
8

jS
p

ri
n

g
v

il
le

 
__

92
 N

o
ta

su
lg

a
 

__
_

9
3

C
o

lu
m

b
u

s_
__

_
96

 D
a

n
ie

l 
P

ra
tt

99
 T

h
o

s.
 M

. 
B

ra
g

g
 

10
0 

R
o

c
k

 M
il

ls
 

10
1!

M
in

e
ra

l 
C

it
y

—
10

6 
G

ra
h

a
m

__
1

0
7

|F
o

rt
 P

a
y

n
e

10
8 

P
ra

tt
 

C
it

y
.

10
9 

B
lo

c
to

n
__

_

jP
e

rd
u

e
 H

il
l 

_ 
T

u
sc

u
m

b
ia

 
_

|M
a

ri
o

n
__

__
_

jE
u

ta
w

__
__

__
| M

o
b

il
e

__
__

_
.M

o
n

tg
o

m
er

y
T

a
ll

a
d

e
g

a
__

j E
u

fa
u

la
__

__
C

o
u

rt
la

n
d

__
jU

n
io

n
to

w
n

 _
I S

e
lm

a
__

__
__

jO
rr

v
il

le
__

__
_

D
e

c
a

tu
r 

_
C

a
m

d
e

n
__

__
T

ro
y

 
..

..
C

a
m

p
 H

il
l_

_
C

o
ll

in
sv

il
le

..
.

C
la

y
to

n
 
__

A
ld

ri
c

h
 

..
.

O
z

a
rk

__
__

_
E

ly
to

n
__

__
__

_
A

le
x

’d
e

r 
C

it
y

O
p

e
li

k
a

__
__

_
D

eS
o

to
v

il
le

 _
_

G
a

d
sd

e
n

__
__

_
S

p
ri

n
g

v
il

le
—

 
N

o
ta

su
lg

a
 

..
.

N
e

w
to

n
 

_
P

ra
tt

v
il

le
__

_
L

u
v

e
rn

e
 

__
__

R
o

ck
 M

il
ls

__
B

ir
m

in
g

h
a

m
 J

G
ra

h
a

m
 

__
_

|
F

o
rt

 P
a

y
n

e
 

|
P

ra
tt

 C
it

y
 

B
lo

c
to

n
 

__

M
o

n
ro

e
 

__
__

C
o

lb
e

rt
__

__
_

P
.e

rr
y

__
__

__
_

G
re

e
n

e
__

__
__

M
o

b
il

e 
__

__
_

M
o

n
tg

o
m

e
ry

.
T

a
ll

a
d

e
g

a
__

B
a

rb
o

u
r_

__
_

L
a

w
re

n
c

e
__

P
e

rr
v

__
__

__
_

D
a

ll
a

s
__

__
__

D
a

ll
a

s
__

__
__

M
o

rg
a

n
 

__
__

W
ii

c
o

x
__

__
_

P
ik

e
__

__
__

__
T

a
ll

a
p

o
o

sa
 .

..
D

e
K

a
ib

 
__

__
B

a
rb

o
u

r_
__

_
IS

h
el

b
y

 
__

__
_

D
a

le
__

__
__

__
J

e
ff

e
rs

o
n

__
__

T
a

ll
a

p
o

o
sa

 .
..

L
e

e
__

__
__

__
__

C
h

o
c

ta
w

__
__

E
to

w
a

h
__

__
_

S
t.

 C
la

ir
__

__
_

M
ac

o
n

 
__

__
__

D
a

le
__

__
__

__
A

u
ta

u
g

a
__

__
_

C
re

n
sh

a
w

__
_

R
a

n
d

o
lp

h
__

_
Je

ff
e

rs
o

n
__

__
R

a
n

d
o

lp
h

__
_

D
e

K
a

ib
 

__
__

_
Je

ff
e

rs
o

n
__

__
B

ib
b

__
__

__
__

S
P

er
d

u
e 

H
il

l.
..

 
j T

u
sc

u
m

b
ia

 
__

M
a

ri
o

n
__

__
__

|E
u

ta
w

__
__

__
_

! M
o

b
il

e
__

__
__

M
o

n
tg

o
m

e
ry

.
T

a
ll

a
d

e
g

a
__

_
E

u
fa

u
la

__
__

_
C

o
u

rt
la

n
d

__
_

U
n

io
n

 to
w

n
S

e
lm

a
__

__
__

_
O

rr
v

il
le

__
__

__
D

e
c

a
tu

r_
__

__
_

C
a

m
d

e
n

__
__

_
T

ro
y

--
--

--
--

--
--

-
C

a
m

p
 H

il
l_

__
C

o
ll

in
sv

il
le

..
.

C
la

y
to

n
__

__
__

A
ld

ri
c

h
 

__
__

_
O

z
a

rk
__

__
__

_
E

ly
to

n
__

__
__

_
A

le
x

’d
e

r 
C

it
y

 _
O

p
e

li
k

a
__

__
_

D
e

S
o

to
v

il
le

 _
_

G
a

d
sd

e
n

__
__

_
S

p
ri

n
g

v
il

le
 

__
 

N
o

ta
su

lg
a

 
..

.
N

e
w

to
n

 
__

__
P

ra
tt

v
il

le
__

_
L

u
v

e
rn

e
 

__
__

R
o

a
n

o
k

e
__

__
B

ir
m

in
g

h
a

m
.

G
ra

h
a

m
__

__
_

F
o

rt
 P

a
y

n
e

..
.

P
ra

tt
C

it
y

__
_

B
lo

c
to

n
 

__
__

_

T
h

o
m

a
s 

T
. 

R
o

w
la

n
d

..
J.

 O
. 

B
a

il
e

y
__

__
__

__
__

Jo
se

p
h

 
P

. 
M

cC
^u

ee
n

.
O

sc
a

r 
J.

 C
o

h
e

n
__

__
__

C
h

a
rl

e
s 

R
. 

W
e

st
c

o
tt

..
W

il
li

a
m

 
J.

 R
h

o
d

e
s_

jG
eo

rg
e 

A
. 

B
e

a
u

c
h

a
m

p
 

M
a

lc
o

lm
 J

. 
G

il
c

h
ri

st
..

Jo
h

n
 B

. 
C

h
ri

st
ia

n
__

__
T

h
o

m
a

s 
P

. 
W

h
it

b
y

—
'J

o
se

p
h

 A
. 

G
ro

v
e

s_
__

_
! W

il
li

a
m

 E
. 

O
a

k
le

y
, 

S
r.

I W
il

li
a

m
 

A
.

G
e

o
rg

e
--

--
-

Jo
si

a
h

 J
e

rn
ig

a
n

__
__

__
{C

y
ru

s 
A

. 
C

o
w

a
rt

.j
--

--
--

(G
eo

rg
e 

W
. 

R
o

b
e

rt
s_

__
jW

. 
H

. 
R

o
b

e
rt

so
n

--
--

--
-

(W
il

li
a

m
 F

. 
A

ld
ri

c
h

--
--

Jo
se

p
h

 C
. 

T
u

c
k

e
r_

__
__

R
ic

h
a

rd
 N

. 
H

a
w

k
in

s.
.

W
. 

L
. 

Jo
h

n
so

n
__

__
__

_
H

. 
C

la
y

 A
rm

st
ro

n
g

__
_

C
h

a
rl

e
s 

C
. 

M
cC

al
l_

__
__

H
e

rm
a

n
 H

e
rz

b
e

rg
__

__
B

as
il

 M
. 

H
il

l_
__

__
__

__
W

il
li

a
m

T
.

D
u

k
e

,
S

r.
.

Ja
m

e
s 

S
. 

E
d

w
a

rd
s_

__
_

G
e

o
rg

e
 L

. 
S

m
it

h
 

_
C

h
a

rl
e

s 
R

. 
B

ri
c

k
e

n
 

1
S

a
m

u
e

l
H

e
n

d
e

rs
o

n
__

_
C

la
re

n
c

e
 E

. 
M

e
g

le
m

ry
. 

T
h

o
m

a
s 

J.
 T

h
o

m
as

o
n

_
j 

W
il

li
a

m
 W

. 
H

a
ra

ls
o

n
.

P
o

n
c

y
 J

. 
R

o
g

e
rs

__
__

__
T

h
o

m
a

s 
B

. 
D

is
o

n
__

__
_

A
m

o
s 

L
. 

M
o

o
d

y
__

__
__

G
a

iu
s 

R
. 

Jo
h

n
so

n
__

__
_

Ja
m

e
s 

P
. 

B
a

rc
la

y
__

__
_

C
h

a
rl

e
s 

E
. 

P
e

a
rc

e
__

__
_

W
il

li
a

m
 H

. 
D

in
g

le
y

..
.

G
e

o
rg

e
 M

 J
o

in
e

r_
__

__
H

e
n

ry
 C

. 
H

o
ll

e
m

a
n

..
.

W
il

li
a

m
 T

. S
im

m
o

n
s_

Ju
n

ie
 H

a
rw

o
o

d
__

__
__

_
E

lb
e

rt
 S

. 
S

ta
rr

__
__

__
__

E
u

g
e

n
e

 M
. 

M
a

rs
h

a
ll

—
 

T
h

o
m

a
s 

F
. 

T
u

rl
e

y
 

Jo
se

p
h

 P
. 

B
en

so
n

, 
J

r.
. 

Jo
e

l 
1)

. 
M

u
rp

h
re

e
 

T
h

o
m

a
s 

A
. 

S
h

e
p

h
e

rd
..

Jo
h

n
 B

. 
A

p
p

le
to

n
 

 
.

T
. 

D
. 

G
ru

b
b

s 
__

__
__

T
h

o
m

a
s 

J.
H

o
sk

in
s_

__
B

er
ry

 P
. 

G
a

rn
e

r_
__

__
_

G
eo

rg
e 

W
. 

H
a

rr
e

ll
__

__
G

eo
rg

e 
M

. 
G

a
m

b
le

__
__

T
h

e
o

d
o

re
D

.
P

o
w

e
r_

__
Jo

h
n

 C
. 

C
h

ri
st

o
p

h
e

r.
..

B
e

n
ja

m
in

F
.

P
o

p
e

__
__

E
d

w
a

rd
 M

. 
M

cC
le

n
d

o
n

T
h

o
m

a
s 

B
. 

W
a

ll
a

c
e

__
_

A
n

d
re

w
 J

. 
M

o
rr

is
__

__
_

Jo
se

p
h

 B
. 

B
e

ll
__

__
__

__
T

h
o

m
a

s 
W

. 
C

o
st

o
n

__
_

Jo
h

n
 A

. 
W

a
ld

e
n

__
__

__
Ja

m
e

s 
T

. 
M

e
a

d
e

__
__

__
A

lf
re

d
 C

. S
a

x
o

n
__

__
__

_
W

il
li

a
m

 T
. 

F
u

ll
e

r_
__

__
Ja

m
e

s 
M

. 
D

o
n

a
ld

so
n

..
 

S
a

m
u

e
l 

H
a

rt
le

y
__

__
__

M
o

n
d

a
y

 a
ft

 2
d

 S
at

.
1

st
 T

u
e

sd
a

y
.

2d
 F

ri
d

a
y

.
1

st
 A

 3
d

 M
o

n
d

ay
s.

2d
 T

u
e

sd
a

y
.

2d
 F

ri
d

a
y

.
3d

 T
h

u
rs

d
a

y
.

3
d

 T
u

e
sd

ay
.

1
st

 T
h

u
rs

d
a

y
.

4
th

 M
o

n
d

ay
.

3d
 F

ri
d

a
y

.
1

th
 T

u
e

sd
a

y
.

F
ri

d
a

y
 o

n
 o

r 
b

ef
 f

. 
m

. 
2d

 &
 4

th
 S

a
tu

rd
a

y
s.

4
th

 S
a

tu
rd

a
y

.
4

th
 F

ri
d

a
y

.
1s

t 
A

 3
d

 M
o

n
d

ay
s.

2d
 S

a
t.

 o
n

 o
r 

a
ft

 f
. 

m
.

3d
 S

a
tu

rd
a

y
.

3d
 S

a
tu

rd
a

y
.

F
ri

d
a

y
 b

ef
.’

4
th

 S
u

n
d

a
y

. 
1

st
 T

u
e

sd
a

y
.

2d
 T

h
u

rs
d

a
y

.
1

st
M

o
n

d
ay

.
S

a
tu

rd
a

y
b

e
f 

3
d

 S
u

n
. 

j2
d

A
4

th
S

a
tu

rd
a

y
s.

2d
 S

a
tu

rd
a

j\
14t

h
 T

u
e

sd
a

y
.

2d
 A

 4
th

 M
o

n
d

ay
s.

1
st

 &
 3

d
 S

a
tu

rd
a

y
s.

12
d

 A
 4

th
 T

h
u

rs
d

a
y

s,
 

li
st

 A
 3

d
 S

a
tu

rd
a

y
s.

:2
d 

F
ri

d
a

y
.

li
st

 A
 3

d 
T

u
e

sd
a

y
s.

2d
 M

o
n

d
ay

.



116 A P P E N D IX .

M E M O R A N D A .

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  O F O T H E R  G R A N D  C H A P T E R S  
N E A R  T H E  G R A N D  C H A P T E R  O F  A L A B A M A .

A rk a n s a s _______N ew ell M. T h o rn to n ______Abbeville.
C a n a d a ______________________________ _______________________
C olorado________Jn o . B . C h ris tia n _________U nio n to w n .
C on n ec ticu t_____W illiam  G. T it c o m b ._____A n n isto n .
D is’t  of C olum bia O scar J . C ohen___________Mobile.
F lo r id a    B eu jam in  F . P o p e _______G adsden.
G e o rg ia_________ E d w a rd  F . K in g _________ G ainesville.
I llin o is   _________George F . M oore_________M ontgom ery.
In d ia n a _________ Jo h n  A. M cK in n o n ______ Selm a.
In d ia n  T errito ry  .Jo s ia h  J e rn ig a n __________ Troy.
Io w a ____________W illiam  S m aw ___________ E u ta w .
K a n s a s _________ Jo h n  G. H a rr is___________M ontgom ery .
K e n tu c k y _______ E d w a rd S. G a tch e ll______ Selm a.
L o u is ia n a   P a lm er J .  P illia n s________B elk n ap .
M aine___________W illiam  J . R h o d e s_______T alladega.
M a ry la n d _______W illiam  S. F o s te r________ M obile.
M assachuse tts___George A . Jo in e r_______ . . . T alladega.
M in n e so ta ______Jo h n  S n o w _______________ Tuscaloosa.
M ississippi______ Jo sep h A. G roves________ O rrville.
M isso u ri  N ew ton  N . P o lk _________ B irm in g h am .
N e b ra s k a _______ Jo h n  G. S m ith ___________ B irm in g h am .
N ew  J e r s e y _____Jo h n  R . B a rr____________ E u fau la .
N ew  Y o rk ______J o h n  W . B u s h ___________ B irm in g h am .
N e v a d a _________C has. R . B rick en _________ L uverne.
N o rth  C a ro lin a ..W m . G. C o ch ran e_______ Tuscaloosa.
N ova S co tia_____L ouis J . A d le r____________U n ion tow n .
N o rth D a k o ta  Thos. T . R o w la n d ________ T uscum bia.
O h io ____________Jo h n  G. S m ith ____________B irm in g h am .
O le g o n _________ Geo. A. B e a u c h a m p ______ E u fau la .
Q u e b e c _________H e n ry  H . M a tth e w s  M ontgom ery .
R hode I s la n d ___Jam es T. B eck___________ C am den.
S o u th C aro lin a Jo h n M. C aldw ell_______ .A n n is to n .
S o u th  D a k o ta__ Sim on K lot/._____________ B irm in g h am .
T e x a s __________ Geo. P . H a rr iso n __________O pelika.
V e rm o n t_______ Jam es E . C obb___________ Tuskegee.
V ir g in ia _______ P h ilip  C. C an d id u s_______ Mobile.
W a s h in g to n W m . C. C leveland______ C olum bia.
W is c o n s in ______L aw rence H . L e e________ C lay ton .
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R E P R  E S E N T  A T I V E S O F  T H E  G R A N D  C H A P T E R  OF
A L A B A M A  N E A R O T H E R G R A N D  C H A P T E R S .

W . W . G a rla n d ____ M o rril to n ___ A rkansas.
W m . B. M cA rth u r .O tta w a  . _ . __ .C a n a d a .
T y ler 1). H eiskell „  - .F o r t  M organ . ..Colorado.
Isaac  B aker, J r __ . H a r t f o r d .___ __ C onnecticu t.
C harles W . H an co ck ___ .W a sh in g to n . _. _Dist. C olum bia.
Geo. S. H a llm a rk  _ _ ._ .W a r r in g to n _____ . F lorida .
W m . A bram  Love _ . A tla n ta  . .G eorgia.
P h ila n d e r W . B a rc la y . . . .C airo  _____ ______ Illino is.
N icholas R . B u c k le . .In d ia n a p o lis  __ 1 nd iana .
L ouis I .  B y r d _________ .M u ld re w . _. _ _ In d ia n  T erritory .
W m . W a lb ra h a m . ... .C re o s a . . . .  _ _ Iow a.
T. P . R o d g ers________ .T opeka  . . .  _ . .K a n sa s .
W illiam  R y a n . _ _ L ou isv ille____ ___ .K e n tu c k y .
W illiam  R obson . _ __ .R o b so n ’s ____ ___ L ouisiana.
Ja m e s  M. N e r o n s .__  . .B u c k s p o r t____  _-M aine.
G ustav  A . E ite l .B a ltim o re M ary land .
F rederick  G. W alb ridge . . B o s t o n . . _____ -M assachusetts .
W m . F . D ic k in so n .. _ -R edw ood F a lls . .M in n eso ta .
R obert L . S aunders . .J a c k s o n . __  ___ .M ississippi.
T hom as E . G arre tt . .S t.  Louis ______ .M issouri.
Jo h n  N . W e s tb u rg .. .O m a h a  _ . . . .N eb rask a .
F rederick G. W e ise .. .B o rd en to w n N ew  Jersey .
T hom as S. K enan .R a le ig h . _ __ .N o r th  C arolina.
W illiam  M cM illan . -V irg in ia  C ity  _ .N ev ad a .
W illiam  H . T a p p in g ___ .G ra n d  FYrks___ .N o r th  D akota .
D avid  S m all . _ . -C h arlo tte to w n  _ N ova Scotia.
W illiam  Sherer . . . . .Brooklyn,P.O.BOX 2065 N ew  Y ork.
C. C. B a t e s ____ ___ __ A kron Ohio.
R ocky R . E a rh a r t .  _. -P o rtlan d .O regon.
E d w a rd  J .  Jam es _ .P h ila d e lp h ia  _ _ .P e n n sy lv a n ia .
C has. P . O ’C onnor _ M ontrea l. . . . _ . . Quebec.
Jo h n  P . Sanborn  ___ N ew port -R h o d e Is lan d .
A u g u stin e  E . S m y th e . . . .C h arlesto n  ._ __ -S o u th  C arolina.
J . W . O r c u t t .___ .C h am b erla in * . -S o u th  D akota.
W m . S. M atth ew s . . -M em phis ______ Tennessee.
W . L . S o rtw ill .. _ . . . C om anche . .  _ Texas.
Ju s tin  W . T. W a sh b u rn . M ontpelier _ . . ._ V erm ont.
A lfred S. Lee . . .  __ R ichm ond V irginia.
E d w a rd  L . In g ra m  . S eattle  . .  ___ . W ash in g to n .
A lex au d e r M. E v an s -M idw ay ______ -W est V irg in ia.
W illiam  G. S w a in . . _.M ilw au k ee  . .  . -W isconsin .
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G R A N D S E C R E T  A R IE S  A N D  T H E IR  A D D R E S S E S .

A la b a m a _______ H . C lay A rm s tro n g ______ M ontgom ery .
A rizona ________ George J .  R o sk ru g e ______ T ucson.
A rk a n s a s _______ Jam es A . H e n r y _________ L ittle  R ock.
C a li f o rn ia  T hom as H . C a s w e ll . .____ S an  F rancisco.
C a n a d a _________ T hom as S argen t  _______ Toronto.
Colorado _______ E d w a rd  0 . P a rm elee_____ D enver.
C o n n ec ticu t_____Jam es M cC o rm ick _______ H artfo rd .
D e la w a re _______ Ja m e s H . P r ic e __________ W ilm in g to n .
D ist. of C o lu m b ia . A rv ine  W . Jo h n s to n _____W ash in g to n  C ity .
E u g la n d .C . F itzp a tr ick M atier, Marlf MasOllS’M l-L o n d o n , W . C.
F lo r id a _________ W illiam A. M c L e a n _____ Jacksonv ille .
G eo rg ia_________W illiam  A . W o lib in _____ M acon.
I l l i n o i s _________ Gill. W . B a rn a rd ________..C h icag o .
In d ia u a _________W illiam  H . S m y th e ______ In d ian ap o lis .
In d ia n  T e rrito ry .Jo sep h  S. M urrow ________ A toka .
I o w a Alf. W in g a te ____________ Des M oines.
Ire land__A rch iba ld  St. George, Freemasons’ Hall-.Dublin.
K an sas . . . ______Jacob  D e W itt____________ Salina.
K e n tu c k y _______H en ry  B. G ra n t   Louisville.
L o u is ia n a _______R ich a rd  L a m b e r t________ N ew  O rleans.
M a in e _________ S tephen  B e r ry ___________ P o rtlan d .
M ary land   George L . M cC ah an_____ B altim ore.
M assachusetts ___J. A lbert B la k e __________ B oston.
M ic h ig a n ______ J . S. C onover____________ Cold w ater.
M in n e so ta ______T hom as M o n tg o m e ry ____ St. P au l.
M ississippi______I. L . P o w er ____________Jackson .
M isso u ri_______ W illiam  H . M ayo________ St. Louis.
M o n tan a_______ C ornelius H e d g e s  H elena.
N e b ra s k a ______ W illiam  R . B o w en_______ O m aha.
N e v a d a ________ C hauncey  N . N o te w a re___Carson C ity.
N ew  B ru n sw ic k ..F re e m a n  W . W isd o m S t .J o h n .
N ew H am pshire_G a|>rge P . C leaves________Concord.
N ew  J e r s e y ____ George B. E d w a r d s ______ Jersey  C ity .
N ew S o ’th W ales.A lf. J . B u rb id g e__________S ydney .
N ew  Y o r k _____ C hris topher G. F o x _______ Buffalo.
N o rth  C arolina.__H . FI. M u n s o n .._________W ilm in g to n .
N o rth  D a k a ta  F ra n k  J . T h o m p so n _____ Fargo.
N ova S co tia____ D. H . C am pbell__________ H alifax .
Ohio _______ C harles 0 . K ie fe r_______. . .U rb a u ia .
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O re g o n _________ Ja m e s F . R o b in so n _______ E ugene.
P e n n s y lv a n ia ___C harles C a ry _____________ P h ilad e lp h ia .
Q u e b e c _________ W ill H . W hyte , Box 1207. .M on trea l.
R hode I s la n d ___W illiam  R. G reene_______ Providence.
S c o tla n d ________ R . S. B ro w n _____________ E d in b u rg h .
S ou th  C a ro lin a .. .A . E . F u g le ______________ C olum bia.
S o u th  D a k o ta ___George A . P e ttig re w ______F ian d reau .
T e n n e s s e e ______ W . A . C len d eu n in g______ N ashville .
T exas __________George L opas, J r _________ H ouston .
V erm o n t________ W arren  G. R ey n o ld s_____ B u rlin g to n .
V ir g in ia ________ Jam es B. B la n k s _________ Petersburg .
W a s h in g to n ____Y ancy  C. B la lo ck _________W alla  W alla .
W est V irg in ia___Odel S. L o n g _____________ C harleston.
W is c o n s in ______ Jo h n  W . L a t l in __________ M ilw aukee.
G en. Gr. C h ap te r.C h ris to p h e r G. F o x ______ B uffalo, N . Y.
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