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PROCEEDINGS.

T h e  M .  E x .  G r a n d  R o y a l  A r c h  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  

o f  A l a b a m a  h e l d  i t s  S i x t y - T h i r d  A n n u a l  G r a n d  C o n -

v o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  M a s o n i c  T e m p l e ,  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  M o n t -

g o m e r y , b e g i n n i n g o n M o n d a y , t h e 2 n d d a y o f D e c e m b e r ,

A .  D .  1 8 8 9 ;  A .  L .  5 8 8 9  ; A .  I .  2 4 1 9 .

P R E S E N T :

J o h n  G i d e o n  H a r r i s .  M o n tg o m e ry . G ra n d  H ig h  P r i e t .

J a m e s  T a i t  B e c k .........................C a m d e n  . . . .  .D e p u ty  G . H .  P r i e s t .

H e n r y  C l a y  A r m s t r o n g ........ A u b u r n ,  a s . .G r a n d  K in g .

H e n r y  C l a y  W i l e y ..................T ro y     G r a n d  S c r ib e .

W i l l i a m  H e n r y  D i n g l e y ___M o n tg o m e r y . G ra n d  T re a s u r e r .

M y l e s J e f f e r s o n G r e e n e . . M o n tg o m e r y .G r a n d S e c re ta r y .

A n d r e w  J a c k s o n  N u n n a l l y . ' .T a l la d e g a  . .  G r a n d  C . of H .

J o s i a h  J e r n i g a n ...........................T r o y ...................G r a n d  P .  S o jo u rn e r .

W i l l i a m  J a m e s  R h o d e s ........... T a lla d e g a , a s  G r a n d  R . A . C .

W i l l i a m  B u c h a n a n  A R B E R Y ..N otasu lga . .  G ra n d  M . of 3 V e il .

B e n j a m i n  F r a n k l i n  P o p e ........G a d s d e n , a s .  G ra n d  M . of 2 V e il .

T h o m a s  T . R o w l a n d ................. T u s c u m b ia . . .G r a n d  M . o f 1 V e il .

B e n j a m i n M . S t e p h e n s .............E l b a ...................G ra n d  C h a p la in ,

C h a r l e s  A l e x a n d e r  A l l e n . .M o n tg o m e r y . G r a n d  S e n tin e l .

P A S T  G R A N D  O F F I C E R S .

M y l e s J e f f e r s o n G r e e n e ........................................ G ra n d H ig h P r ie s t .

H e n r y  C l a y  A r m s t r o n g ..............................   G ra n d  H ig h  P r ie s t .

W i l l i a m  S . F o s t e r   .............................................G r a n d  H ig h  P r ie s t .

W i l l i a m  W a l l a c e  S c r e w s ..................................... G ra n d  H ig h  P r ie s t .

J o s e p h  H e n r y  J o h n s o n .............................................G ra n d  H ig h  P r ie s t .

J a m e s M c G i n n i s B r u n d i d g e ................................... G r a n d K in g .

P a l m e r  J o b  P i l l a n s   ....................   G r a n d  S c r ib e .
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R EPR E SE N T A T IV E S OF O TH ER GRAND C H A PTER S
N EA R  T H E  GRAND C H A PTER  OF ALABAMA.

J o s e p h  H e n r y  J o h n s o n ............................................................ C a n a d a .

B e n j a m i n  F .  P o p e  ......................................................................... F lo r id a .

W i l l i a m  N .  B o y n t o n .................................................................  I l l i n o i s .

J o h n A. M c K i n n o n ............................ .............................................I n d i a n a .

M y l e s  J .  G r e e n e ...........................................................................I o w a .

J o h n  G i d e o n  H a r r i s  ...............................................................  K a n s a s .

P a l m e r  J .  P i l l a n s  ...................................................................... L o u i s i a n a .

W i l l i a m S. F o s t e r ........................................................................ M a r y l a n d .

G e o r g e  A. J o i n e r .........................................................................  M a s s a c h u s e t t s

J o h n  G . S m i t h .................................................................................. N e b r a s k a .

J o h n  G . S m i t h .................................................................................. O h io .

J a m e s  T .  B e c k ..................................................................................R h o d e  I s l a n d .

S a m u e l  T h o m p s o n ...........................................................................T e n n e s s e e .

P h i l l i p  C .  C a n d i d u s  ..................................................................V i r g in i a .

And High Priests, Kings, Scribes, and proxies from 
Subordinate Chapters, as follows :

No. 1.
4 .
6 .
9 .

10 .
20.
21.

22.

23.

26 .

28 .

38 .

40 .

48 .

54 .

St. Johns.

Camden .. 

M cKinley

T y ria n .. ..

0 . N. M ax w ell* ................... . .  .11. P .
Jo h n A. S av ag e .................... . . . H .  P.
A lexander C. C h ish o lm .. . . .H . P.
A ugustus F . E v a n s .......... K .
Thomas T. R o w la n d .......... H . P .
Jo h n  G. H a r r i s * ............... . . .H . P.
W illiam  S. F o s te r .............. . . H . P.

(H en ry  H . M atthew s..........
- Jo h n  M. D eC otts................

. . .H .  P.
K.

(S . J . A n d e rso n .................. S.
( Andrew J . N u n n a lly ........ . . .H .  P.
] George A. Joiner* ........ K.
(W illiam  J . Rhodes* . . . . S.
John  B. C hristian* ............ H . P.
(Edw ard S. G atchell.......... . . . H .  P.
(John A. M cK in n o n .. . . . . . K.
Jam es M. B rundidge*........ . . . H .  P.

(S. D. Block .......................... . . .H . P.
j Jam es T. B eck* ................ K.
W illiam B. Jackson* ........ H . B .

(Josiah  Je rn ig a n .................. . . . H .  P.
(H enry C. W iley* .............. K.

'' P r o x ie s .
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No. 57. Collinsv
63. C layton.

64. C entral 

76. E ly ton  . 

79. H illabee

85. G a s to n ............

86. C o o sa ..............

87. M oulton ..........

96. D aniel P ra t t . .

100. Rock M ills .. . .

101. M ineral C ity .. 

104. S y lacau g a___

D eW itte C. W illiam s*___ . . . . I I .  P .
Jo h n  A. Foster* .............. ( £

(Thomas B. M c C le sk y .... . . . .  K.
(Francis M. W oods*.......... . . . .  S.
C harles J. G reen e ............ . .. H . P .

(George W . P o rte r ..............
(A. S. Sm ith ...................... . . . .  K.
(C harles C. McCall .......... . . . I I .  P.
(Jo h n  N. G ilm ore............... . . . .  K .
(Lem uel J . M ooney............ ____ S.
( Benjam in F . P o p e .......... . . . .  H . P.
| Myron E . L an e* ................ . . . .  K.
(Jam es W. P en n * ................ . . . .  S.
(Noble G. D elashaw ............ . . . I I . ’P .
(George W .^Jackson ........ . . . .  S.
(George L. S m ith ................
(W. G. H u rd * ......................

. . . . H .  P. 

. . . .  K.
R ichard J jB re e d  ............ . . . . H .  P.

r John  G. S m ith .................... £ £
Jo h n A. M ilner* ................ . . . .  K.

^Thomas G. C ain* .............. . . . .  S.
W . M. Sorrell* .................... , . . . H .  P .

The M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter was opened in 
Ample Form. 

Prayer by R. E. and Rev. Grand Chaplain. 

The M. E. Grand High Priest delivered his Annual 
Address, and it was referred to a special—

COM M ITTEE ON GRAND H IG H  P R IE S T ’S ADDRESS.

Com panions W i l l i a m  Y . T i t c o m b ,

E d w a r d  S. G a t c h e l l ,

A n d r e w  J .  N u n n a l l y .
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GRAND H IG H  PR IE ST ’S AN NU AL ADDRESS.

Companions o f the Grand Chapter:

God, in  his Providence, has b rought us once m ore face to  face 

as Companions, and perm itted  us to m eet for the  six ty -th ird  tim e 

in  annual G rand Convocation. W e should be devoutly thankful 

and  full of gratitude to a Beneficent C reator for an  abundan t 

harvest. Our g ranaries are full, our fleecy staple abundant, com-

m anding rem unerative prices, and the  solid com forts of life are 

w ith in  th e  reach of a ll who have  pu t forth honest toil. Our peo-

ple are cheerful, our S tate prosperous, our industries m aking 

rap id  progress, and  peace reigns throughout our en tire  lan d  and  

country. An un in terrup ted  fra terna l sp irit prevails throughout 

all th e  . G rand Ju risd ic tions w ith  w hich we are in  com m unica-

tion ; and , hence, we have great cause for rejoicing.

L et m e, therefore, congratulate you, and  hail w ith  delight your 

assem bling.

In  obedience to a  tim e honored custom , i t  is my duty  to render 

unto  you a w ritten  sta tem en t of my stew ardship during th e  p ast 

M asonic year.

D IS P E N S A T IO N S .

On w hat I  considered sufficient evidence, I  granted  a d ispensa-

tion  to th e  following C hapters to receive, ballo t for and confer 

degrees on candidates in  a sho rter tim e th an  th e  constitution 

a llo w s:

Sylacauga C hapter No. 104.

Talladega C hapter No. 123.

M ineral C ity C hap ter No. 101.

Tuscaloosa C hapter No. 1.

A nniston C hapter No. 105.
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On a  proper showing, I  granted a  dispensation to th e  following 
chap ters to  elect and in sta ll officers out of the regular tim e :

Mobile C hapter No. 21.

C entral C hapter No. 64.

Roslin C hapter No. 88.

Livingston C hap ter No. 20.

C am den C hapter No. 40.

L et me here earnestly  urge the  Companions no t to overlook 

and  forget the  C onstitu tional tim e for the election of officers, for, 

even a t a glance, it  can be seen how m uch trouble it creates.

D O R M A N T C H A P T E R S R E V IV E D .

M cK inley C hap ter No. 48.

Collinsville C hapter No. 57.

C layton C hapter No 63.

C entral C hapter No. 64.

N E W  C H A P T E R S .

On petition  w hich I  found to be in  regular form, I  gran ted  a 

dispensation to  Companion A. W . Duke and te n  o thers to estab-

lish  a C hapter a t G raham , R andolph county, Alabama.

On petition of Lebanon C hapter No. 57, I gran ted a dispensa-

tion to  change the nam e of said C hap ter from Lebanon to Collins-

v ille, and  to move th e same from th e  form er to the la tte r place.

On application of Coosa C hap ter No. 86, to confer the P . M., 

M. E . M. and R. A. degrees on B ro ther W illiam  T. A lexander, a 

m em ber in  good stand ing  of G adsden Lodge No. 236, and  who

had  taken  th e  M ark M aster degree in  Jam es P en n  C hapter, said

C hapter being defunct, and there being no records in  the G rand 

S ecretary’s office on w hich the said b ro ther could obtain  a certif-

icate showing th a t he had  received the  M. M ’s. degree, and said 

Coosa C hapter being fully satisfied th a t B ro ther A lexander had  

received the M ark M aster’s degree and  had  paid  th e  fees, I  

granted a dispensation to Coosa C hapter to confer the  o ther th ree  

degrees.



I  received an application from E uphem ia C hapter No. 13, S tate 

of M ississippi, asking perm ission to confer the C hap ter degrees 

on a  candidate, a  m em ber of V ernon Lodge, A labam a, on the 

ground th a t said candidate resided m uch n eare r E uphem ia C hap-

te r th an  he did to any chap te r in  th is  jurisd iction . I  gave m y 

consent so far as it  was proper, a t th e  sam e tim e inform ing said 

C hapter th a t it  m ust get the  consent of th e  C hapter in A labam a 

in whose jurisdiction the candidate resides.

A nd ju s t h ere , Com panions, le t me call your atten tion  to the 

fact, th a t there  are rights and  prerogatives guaranteed  by th e  

C onstitu tion and edicts of the  G rand C hapter to subordinate 

C hapters th a t neither the  G rand C hapter nor the  G rand Officers 

have any righ t to interfere w ith ; hence the g reat necessity  for 

every officer and  companion to acquaint him self w ith th e  consti-

tu tion , law s, edicts and  ancient landm arks, th a t the  sam e m ay 

no t be infringed. T his is exceedingly im portan t.

Q U E S T IO N S  A N S W E R E D .

Question—Is  it  law ful for a  C hapter to be called from labor to 

refreshm ent from one convocation to  ano ther?

A nsw er—I t  is not. The C hapter should be closed, and if you 

w ish a called convocation in  closing announce the day and the  

purpose for w hich the  called m eeting is in tended.

Question—Is it a  violation of Article 4, Section 5 of the  consti-

tu tion  to re tu rn  a p a r t of the fees for th e  C hap ter degrees w hen 

a b ro th er has paid  all of said  fees and has received only th e  first 

two degrees and then  moved away from th e  jurisdiction of the  

C hapter, m aking it alm ost im possible to re tu rn  and  receive the 

la s t two degrees?

A nsw er—The rem oval of the  candidate is h is  own voluntary 

act, and hence, the  C hap ter justly  should re ta in  th e  fees.

Inform ation having reached m e, th a t Cyrus C hapter No. 6, 

was violating Sec. 5, of Art. 4 of th e  C onstitution, in  th is, confer-

ring the  C hapter degrees and after they  were so conferred, re tu rn -
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ing one half of the  fees for the  sam e to t"he candidate. On Septem -

b e r 16, I  addressed  a le tte r to the  H . P. of said C hapter, asking if 

such was the fact. A m onth and ten days having  elapsed, and 

no reply  having been received to m y le tte r, I  issued an order to 

the  H igh P riest, K ing and  Scribe of D ecatur C hapter No. 38, 

directing them to v is it C yrus C hapter, No. 6, and ascertain

w h eth er the  inform ation above referred  to was true. On October

28, they  m ade a report in  w hich they  say : “ A fter a thorough

and searching investigation of the charges, we find them  to be

true. The H igh P riest, K ing and Scribe say they did not in tend

to violate law , b u t did it  more to get up in terest in the  C hapter 

th an  anyth ing  else, as the C hapter was em barrassed financially, 

and  the  in te rest in the  C hapter had waned they  thought by w ork-

ing the  degrees, and  as an inducem ent to get up a  team  they  

would charge th e  C onstitu tional price of $30.00 and  give the  m em-

bers a  rebate  of $15.00, thereby  getting a  fund to pay off the in -

debtedness of the  C hap ter; also create an in te rest am ong the 

m em bersh ip .”  This is th e ir excuse for so acting.

On receipt of th is  report, and  not having received a reply to my

first letter, w ritten more than  fifty days before, I  issued an order 

addressed to the  H igh P riest of Cyrus C hapter No. 6, suspending 

said C hapter, un til th e  m eeting of th e  G rand C h ap te r; a t the 

same tim e appointing him  custodian of the  C harter, Jew els and 

the  furniture of said chapter. On the 6th of N ovem ber, the H . 

P . of Cyrus C hapter inform ed m e, th a t he had  received the order, 

and  th a t he had  taken  charge of th e  ch arter and furniture of said 

C hapter. On Novem ber 2, the  H  P . addressed a le tte r to me 

asking pardon for not replying to m y first le tte r of inquiry  and 

regretting  th a t they had  violated th e  constitution. T his le tter 

was not received until th e  7th of November, five days after it was 

w ritten , and  not un til th e  o rder of suspension was issued. H ad 

the Companions answ ered prom ptly my le tte r of inquiry, setting

forth all the facts, the result, perhaps, m igh t have been different.

In  suspending Cyrus C hapter, I  simply obeyed, w hat I  con-

1889.] GRAND C H A PT ER OF ALABAMA. 9
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ceived to be, m y constitutional duty as the  G rand H igh P riest of 

th is jurisdiction. The en tire  C raft expect me to be ju s t an d  vigi-

lan t in  m aintaining the constitu tion , law s and edicts unim paired, 

and to cause a due observance of th e  sam e. H ow ever painful 

and  unp leasan t it  was to me to suspend C yrus C hapter, y e t I  

could no t do otherw ise. I can not th in k the C om panions in tended

to override th e constitu tion, bu t said constitu tion has been vio-

lated . I t is now for th e G rand C hapter to take such action in the

prem ises, as, in th e ir w isdom , th ey  may th in k  ju s t and proper.

A P P O IN T M E N T  O F  L E C T U R E R .

In  accordance w ith  a resolution passed by th is G rand C hapter, 

a t its  las t session, authorizing th e  appointing and com m issioning 

of two lecturers, I did , on the 10th of D ecem ber, 1888, on the 

recom m endation of Companion Myles J . G reene, chairm an of the 

Com m ittee on W ork, appoint Companion Andrew J . N unnally , 

H . P . of Talladega C hapter. D uring th is M asonic year Com-

panion N unnallee has visited several chapters and instructed the 

Craft in  the work. H is labors have been em inently  useful and 

successful.

Our G rand Secretary, M yles J .  G reene, during the  sum m er 

visited a num ber of chapters, spending several days w ith each, 

and  from inform ation received, his efforts were crowned w ith 

great success, and a  living enthusiasm  created  among th e  com-

panions.

A nd now, on th is  line, le t me em phasize a  tru th  which is p a t-

en t to us a l l ; th e  m ore fam iliar C hapter M asons are w ith the 

work and the great moral lessons and  tru th s tau g h t th e re in , the  

g reater their zeal and love for th e ir order. Ignorance begets in-

difference, and not infrequently , absolute disregard and  disre-

spect for th e  sublim e teachings. The principles tau g h t should 

insp ire  in  the  h earts  of Royal Arch M asons a love and adm ira-

tion for th e  beautiful, th e  holy, the true.

I  therefore, recom mend th a t each C hapter secure th e services
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of a  Companion, fufly qualified to give the  true work, and th a t 

you study th e  sam e so as to  become fam iliar w ith  the m oral 

teachings of C apitu lar M asonry.

I  have been officially notified of the appoin tm ent of the follow-

ing nam ed Com panions as represen tatives of o ther G rand C hap-

ters near the G rand C hapter of A lab am a:

W illiam  N athan  Boynton, Talladega, A labam a, for Illinois.

George A lburtus Jo iner, Talladega, for M assachusetts.

Jo h n  G. Sm ith, B irm ingham , for Ohio.

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  N E A R  O T H E R  G R A N D  C H A P T E R S .

Ip  Ju n e  las t I  issued a  comm ission to Com panion P . W . B ark -

ley, M. E . G. H . P ., as represen tative  of th is  G rand C hapter 

near the  G rand C hapter of Illinois, an d  on the 12th of said 

m onth I received h is  acknow ledgem ent and  acceptance of the  

sam e. Also, to Companion C. C. B ates, H . P ., for Ohio.

N E C R O L O G Y .

Since our la s t Annual G rand Convocation death has invaded

our ranks and called from labor to refreshm ent above our Com -

panion Adam  R . B aker, who, for m any years, filled the station 

of G rand Sentinel, and  for a  short tim e, G rand Secretary of this 

G rand body. H e wras an honest, ju s t and true  m an and Mason, 

devoted to th e  o rder and ever ready to dispense charity . I  re-

commend th a t appropria te  m ention be m ade of h is life and char-

acter a t  th is session.

In  May last, I  received from  Companion K ichard  H . P ark er, 

G. H . P. of New Y ork, the  announcem ent of th e  death of M. E. 

D arius A. Ogden, P . G. H . P . ; and one m onth thereafte r the an -

nouncem ent of the  dea th  of M. E . Jo h n  L. Lewis, P. G. H . P.

Our sym pathy m eets and mingles w ith  our com panions in  th e ir  

bereavem ent. The loss of a  good m an and M ason is no t confined 

to State lines o r continents, b u t ex tends w herever h is influence 

is felt.
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In  conclusion, com panions, le t me urge you to  study well the 

tru ths, principles and  sublim e m oral lessons taugh t in C apitu lar 

M asonry. To be in itia ted into the  m ysteries of th e  C hapter 

Degrees is no m eaningless honor. They define in tegrity , pa trio t-

ism  and  true  m anhood. The precepts they  inculcate and the 

v irtues upon which they are founded can not be overrated  by tjie 

w isest and the  best. L ike tru th , they  cannot be obscured w ithout 

retain ing  force sufficient to reassert th e ir principles, and trium ph 

in th e  end.

I  would rem ind you of th e  guardianship  you exert over your 

C hapters. W atch the doorway to th e sam e, and be especially

careful as to the  m aterial ou t of which you build . A C hapter 

Mason ought to be w ithout reproach. H is walk and conversa-

tion should m ark  him  as a ju s t and uprigh t m an, so tha t, no 

h igher eulogium can be passed upon him , from a m oral stand-

point, th an to say, he is a Royal Arch M ason.

L et me caution th e  fra tern ity  never to recom m end a candidate 

for the C hapter Degrees, unless he is know n to be, in every way, 

w orthy. Our signatures to petitions and  recom m endations are 

som etimes too easily obtained. W e should no t affix our nam es 

to any recom m endation as M asons or citizens unless we know 

th e  statem ents contained therein  are unquestionably true. The 

fact th a t a  candidate is a  m em ber of a Blue Lodge in  good stand -

ing is not conclusive evidence th a t he  is in  all respects a tit sub-

ject for th e  C hapter Degrees. W hile th is  ought to be the case, 

yet it is not always so. I t  is, how ever, greatly  to th e  credit of 

the applicant. Our nam es should never go down on paper en -

dorsing m en or m easures unless we know  the sam e to deserve 

th e  endorsem ent of the  w isest and  best am ong us. Our signa-

tu res should be as sacred as our word and pledge, and  w hen seen, 

should be satisfactory evidence to  the world th a t th e  same was 

secured on tru th  and facts, and  not on sentim ent and sym pathy.
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“ Be ju s t and  fear n o t :
L et all the  ends thou a im ’st a t be thy  coun try ’s,
Thy G od’s and tru th ’s ; then  if thou fall’s t ,”  O, Com panion,
“ Thou fall’s t a  blessed M arty r.”

I  can not close th is address w ithout expressing  m y sincere ap -

preciation of the tim ely aid rendered  me in  the  discharge of m y 

official tru st, by our faithfut, w orthy and efficient G rand Secre-

tary . W ith him  I  have counseled often, and I find h im  ever 

ready to render assistance, and h is wisdom and prudence are 

equal to any em ergency.

H aving now, Com panions, rendered unto  you a faithful s ta te -

m en t of my official acts, and invoking the blessing of the G reat I

Am on your families in your absence, and on you in your delib-

erations, I  now declare the  Most E xcellen t G rand Royal Arch 

C hap ter of th e S tate of Alabama ready for business.

REPORTS MADE.

The Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary made their 
annual reports, and the same were referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance. (See Appendix.)

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

Companion Palmer J . Pillans, Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Correspondence, presented his annual 
report, and the same was received and ordered to be 
printed. (See Appendix .)

Companion G. A. Joiner introduced the following res-
olution, which was adopted :

W h e r e \ s , Anniston C hapter No. 105, and G raham  C hapter 
No. 106, under dispensation, for reasons, ask for a continuance, 
therefore—

Resolved, T hat the  request of said A nniston C hap ter No. 105,
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and G raham  C hapter No. 108, is hereby granted by th is  G rand  
C hapter.

GRAND BEPRESEN TA V IE8.

The following representatives of other Grand Chapters, 
near the Grand Chapter of Alabama, were presented and 
duly recognized as such :

Jo h n G. Sm ith, of the G rand C hapter of Ohio.
W illiam N. Boynton, of the G rand C hapter of Illinois.
George A. Jo iner, of th e  G rand C hap ter of M assachusetts.

COMMITTEE ON WORK.

At the request of Companion Myles J . Greene, Chair-
man of the Committee on Work, and by permission of 
the Grand Ciiapter, Companion H. C. Armstrong made 
report on the%M. M. Degree, and the report was received 
and concurred in. 

On motion, the further report of the Committee on 
Work was postponed. 

Companion James T. Beck offered the following reso-
lution, which was adopted :

W h e r e a s , The C harter of Monroe C hapter, No. 4 , having  been 
m islaid or lost, during  th e  tim e of its d isorganization, and the  
sam e cannot be fo u n d ;

A n d W h e r e a s , The said Monroe C iiapter No. 4 , has been re-
organized, therefore—

Resolved, T hat the  G rand Secretary he authorized and in -
structed to issue to Monroe C hapter No. 4 , C h arter free of any  
cost.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

The Grand High Priest announced the following
standing committees;
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O n  C h a r t e r e d  C h a p t e r s N o . 1 .—John  A. M ilner, W illiam  J . 
R hodes, Jo h n  A. Savage.

O n  C h a r t e r e d  C h a p t e r s  N o . 2 .— Thom as T. R ow land, George 
L. Sm ith, M yron E . Lane.

O n  C h a r t e r e d  C h a p t e r s  N o . 3 .— Jo h n B. C hristian , W illiam
B. A rbery, W illis M. Sorrell.

O n D i s p e n s a t i o n s —Benjam in F . Pope, C harles C. McCall,
George AY. Porter.

O n  F i n a n c e .—W illiam  N . Boynton, E dw ard S. G atchell, Josiah  
Jern ig an .

And then the Grand Chapter was called from labor to 
refreshment until 3 p . m.

I'd Brand IBaptgr,

M o n d a y  A f t e r n o o n , December 2, 1889.

The M. E. Grand Chapter was called from refreshment 
to labor at 3 o’clock; the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, 
John Gideon Harris, presiding ; the other Grand Officers 
at their several stations.

The minutes were read and approved.

REPORT ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 2.

Companion T. T. Howland, Chairman of the Commit-
tee on Chartered Chapters Ho. 2, made the following 
report which was received and concurred in :
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To the M. E . Grand Royal Chapter of A labam a:
Your Com m ittee on C hartered  C hapters No. 2 ask  leave to 

m ake the following re p o r t:

C O R R E C T .

St. Johns C h ap te r............No. 28  I Tyrian C h a p te r ............... No. 54
ETnion C hap ter .............. “ 26 |

IN C O R R E C T .

C e n t r a l  N o . 6 4 .—Spaces under head expelled, rejected, di- 
m itted , affiliated, advanced and presided, no t filled o u t; no
proxy for F. M. W oods, who rep resen ts th is  C hap ter as Scribe; 
no t show n w hether th is  C hanter owes any back dues or not.

E l y t o n  C h a p t e r  No. 76.—Space opposite back  dues u n filled ; 
th e  date of the  discovery not filled o u t ; date of attesting  returns 
no t given ; space under suspension for N. P . Dues not filled.

T a l l a d e g a  C h a p t e r  No. 23  —The spaces under the  several 
headings for deaths, expelled, suspension for unm asonic con-
duct and  d im itted are left b lank ; failure to m ark  the  am ount of 
any  affiliation fe e s ; failure to repeat th e  am ount of annual dues
for each m em ber under th e  proper h e a d in g ; th e  seal is not 
p lum b; failure to note w hether there are any back  dues or n o t; 
failure to note under head  of M. E . M., P . M. and M ark M. 
w hether any who have been advanced, and date.

G a s t o n  No. 8 5 .—U nder date of expelled, rejected, d im itted , 
dates b lank , seal not p lu m b ; under head of degrees conferred, 
left b lank ; failure to give the full Christian nam e.

Companion H. C. Armstrong reported the Work in 
the Royal Arch Degree, and the same was received and 
concurred in. 

Companion Myles J. Greene offered the following res-
olution, which was adopted :

Resolved, T hat Clinton C hapter No. 9 be allowed six ty  days in 
w hich to m ake th e ir re tu rns and pay d u e s ; and  th a t Com panion 
A ugustus F . E vans, who is present, be allowed to rep resen t the 
said  C hap ter a t th is Convocation.

The M. E. Grand Chapter was then called from labor 
to refreshment until 3 p. m.‘ to-morrow.
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in  BranS

T u e s d a y , December 3, 1889, 

The M. E. Grand Chapter was called from refreshment 
to labor at 3 p . m .; M. E. Grand High Priest, John 
Gideon Harris, presiding; and the other Grand Officers 
at their several stations.

The minutes were read and approved. 

Companion Palmer J. Pillans introduced the following 
resolution, which was adopted :

Resolved, T hat hereafte r im m ediately  after th e  opening of th is 
G rand C hapter the  M. E . G rand H igh P rie s t shall appoint a 
Com m ittee on C redentials, who shall report the nam es of all
Companions entitled to seats in th is G rand C hapter.

REPORT ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 1 .

Companion John A. Milner, Chairman of Committee 
on Chartered Chapters No. 1, made the following report, 
which was adopted :

W e, your com m ittee on C hartered  C hapters No. 1, rep o rt as 
follows : We find th e  following

Monroe .............................No. 4
T uscum bia ......................... “  10
L iv in g s to n .........................  “  20

M obile.............................. No. 21
D ecatur   “  38
C o ll in s v il le ...........................  57

T h e fo llo w in g in c o r re c t , a s s t a t e d :
2
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G a i n e s v i l l e  C h a p t e r  N o . 13.—No nam e of representative to 
G rand C h ap te r; the  date of advancing and presiding duplicated  ; 
the word “ none” om itted in all the  b lanks.

M o n t g o m e r y  No. 22.—No date  of dea th  of Companion Ju liu s  
T. Glaze, nor age given of e ither of their dead.

M c K i n l e y  N o . 4 8 .—R eports 22  m em bers, bu t only re tu rns 
$13.00. W e respectfully ask  w hy? A m ount of dues to chap ter 
n o t stated.

C l a y t o n  C h a p t e r  N o . 63.—No date given of d eath s of Com-
panions nor age of deceased. No seal, b u t instead , w rite “ no 
seal.” W e recom m end th a t they procure one.

T his C hap ter has been  working under a  dispensation from M. 
E . G. H . P . since May 18th, 1889, w hich said  d ispensation has 
been re turned to  your com m ittee, and  we respectfully  recom m end 
th a t th e ir charter be restored  to them .

F ra terna lly  subm itted ,
JO H N A. M ILN ER , C hairm an.
W ILLIA M  J . RHODES.

R E PO R T  ON FIN A N C E .

Companion William IT. Boynton, Chairman of the 
Finance Committee, made report, which was adopted.
(See Appendix.) 

Companion John A. McKinnon offered the following
resolution, which was adopted :

Resolved, T h at N otasulga C hapter No. 92, and Cam den C hap ter 
No. 90, be granted 60 days in  w hich to prepare  and forw ard th e ir 

reports.

Companion W. W. Screws offered the following reso-
lution, which was adopted:

Resolved, T hat M t. M oriah C hapter, No. 19, be re-instated  upon 
paym ent of two years dues, and  th a t six ty days after receip t of 
notification of adoption of th is resolution be allowed for election 
of officers and  m aking re tu rns to  th e  G rand Secretary.
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Companion Gr. A. Joiner offered the following resolu-
tion, which was adopted :

Resolved, T hat E unom ia C hap ter No. 5, located a t H untsville , 
be allowed to resum e w ork upon the paym ent of two years dues; 
and th a t said C hapter be further allowed 60 days in  w hich to 
elect officers and m ake re tu rn to th e G rand Secretary.

Companion Henry Clay Armstrong introduced the 
following resolution, and it was adopted :

W h e r e a s , The C harter of Rockford C hap ter No. 62, has been
declared forfeited by th is  G rand C h ap te r; and w hereas, the  
Com panions in  th a t section are anxious to revive said C hapter, 
therefore—

Resolved, T hat the  C harter of said Rockford C hapter No. 62, 
be restored , upon the  paym ent of two years dues, and  th a t the 
jew els and fu rn itu re  of said C hapter be re tu rned  to them .

EEPORT ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 3.

Companion John B. Christian, chairman of Committee 
on Chartered Chapters No. 3, made the following report, 
and the same was adopted :

To the M. E x . Grand Chapter o f Alabama:

Y our Com m ittee on C hartered  C hapters No. 3, beg leave to 
report, th a t having carefully exam ined the  R eturns subm itted  to 
them , they  find the following

c o r r e c t :

M oulton....................................No. 87  I H illab ee ...............No. 79
C o o s a   “  86 I

i n c o r r e c t :

D a n i e l  P r a t t  N o .  9 6 .— D a te  o f  a f f i l i a t i o n  n o t  e n t e r e d  i n  p r o p e r  

b l a n k .

R o c k  M i l l s  N o . 100.—Blanks not filled; word “ none’: om itted 
w here it  should appear.

M i n e r a l  C i t y  N o . 101 .—B lanks n o t filled ; no date of dea th  
given of th e Companion reported d e a d ; in lis t of officers and
m em bers, abbreviations and  in itials,
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Sy l a c a u g a  No . 104.—No entry  m ade in blanks under head  of 
Suspended for non-paym ent of D u es; seal not perfect, which is 
explained under heading of R em arks.

All of which is fraternally  subm itted,
JO H N  B CH R ISTIA N ,
W . M. A RB ERY ,

Com m ittee.

REPORT ON DISPENSATIONS.

Companion B. F. Pope, chairman of the Committee
on Dispensations, made the following report, which was 
adopted:

To the M. E x. Grand Chapter of Alabama:

Y our Com m ittee on D ispensations fra terna lly report th a t no
by-laws, proceedings, petition  or o ther business have been  sub-
m itted  to the  com m ittee for its consideration  and  rep o rt, and 
your com m ittee therefore ask to be discharged.

F ra terna lly  subm itted ,
B EN JA M IN  F . PO PE,

C h a i r m a n .

The Grand Chapter then proceeded to the election of 
Grand Officers, for the ensuing Masonic year, and the 
election resulted as follows :

ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFPIOEBS.

J o i i n  G i d e o n  H a r r i s ..............L iv ingston ... .G rand H igh P riest.
J a m e s  T a i t  B e c k ..................... C am den............ D eputy G rand H . P.
J o h n  A l e x a n d e r  M c K i n n o n . S e l m a  G r a n d  K i n g .

H e n r y  C l a y  W i l e y ................ T roy....................G rand  Scribe.
W i l l i a m  H e n r y  D i n g l e y  . .  .M ontgom ery. .G rand T reasurer. 
M y l e s  J e f f e r s o n  G r e e n e . . .M ontgom ery..G rand Secretary.
B e n j a m i n  M. S t e v e n s .............E lb a ....................G rand C haplain .
A n d r e w  J a c k s o n  N u n n a l l y . .T a l l a d e g a  G r a n d  C . o f  H .

J o s i a h  J e r n i g a n ........................T ro y  G rand P . Sojourner.
W i l l i a m J a m e s R h o d e s T a lla d e g a G rand R. A. C.
J o h n  A .  S a v a g e .............................. P e r d u e  H i l l .  . G r a n d  M . o f 3  Y .

J o h n B. C h r i s t i a n ....................U n io n to w n .. .G rand M. of 2 Y.
G e o r g e  A. J o i n e r .....................Talladega . .  ..G rand  M. of 1 V.
C h a r l e s A l e x a n d e r  A l l e n . .M ontgom ery..G rand Sentinel.
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GRAND OFFICERS INSTALLED.

Companion Henry Clay Armstrong, Past Grand High 
Priest, assisted by Companion George A. Joiner, as Grand 
Marshal, then proceeded to install the Grand Officers, 
elect and appointed, which was done in Ample Form.

The M. E. Crand Chapter was called from labor to 
refreshment, unil 8:30 to-morrow morning.

fn Errant! ifiapter,

W e d n e s d a y , a . m ., December-4, 1889.

The M. E. Grand Chapter was called from refreshment
to labor at 8:30; the M. E. Grand High Priest, John
Gideon Harris, presiding; and the other Grand Officers 
at their several stations.

The minutes were read and approved.

Companion H. C. Armstrong reported the W ork in 
the P. M. and M. E. M. Degrees, and the report was 
adopted.

Companion W. W. McCollum introduced the follow-
ing resolution, which was adopted :

Resolved, T hat if practicable th e  Com m ittee on W ork prepare 
to repo rt all of the C hapter Degrees a t the n ex t A nnual Convo-
cation of th is G rand C hapter in regular Lodge and C hapter form.

Companion H. C. Armstrong introduced the following
resolution, and it was adopted:
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Resolved, T hat th e  C harter of Z erubbabel C hap ter No. 56, be 
resto red  upon th e  paym ent of one y ear’s d u e s ; an d  th a t the  said 
C hap ter be allowed six ty  days in  w hich to m ake re tu rns, and  
m ake paym ent of said  dues.

Companion G. A. Joiner introduced the following 
resolution, which was adopted :

Resolved, T h at C yrus C hapter No. 6, be gran ted  ten  days in
w hich to m ake R eturns to the  G rand Secretary.

The following were announced as the standing com-
mittees :

ON WORK.

H en ry Clay A rm strong ................................................A uburn.
Joseph  H enry  Jo h n so n  ...................................... Talladega.
W illiam  S. F o s te r .........................................................  M obile.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

Palm er Job P illa n s .........................................................B elknap.

CUSTODIAN OF TH E WORK.

Jo h n  Gideon H a rr is ...................................................... Y irtu ti Officii.

There being no further business to be brought before 
the Grand Chapter at this Annual Convocation, the min-
utes were read and approved.

CLOSED.

And then, the Sixty-third Annual Grand Convocation 
of the M. Ex. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State 
of Alabama was closed in Ample Form. 

MYLES J. GREENE, 
Grand Secretary.
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R EPO R T ON FO REIG N CORRESPONDENCE.

B y  P a l m e r  J . P i l l a n s , C h a ir m a n .

To the M. E . Chapter o f Alabam a :

In our review for the Convocation of I8S6, we w ere driven to a
very gloomy anticipation of the  fu ture of th e  Royal C raft w ith in  
th is  jurisdiction, and  so expressed ourselves to you. These 
reflections were based upon a consideration of th e  constant 
shrinkage of our m em bership and consequent revenue during a
period of tw enty  years. You know th a t we can only judge of the  
future by th e  past. Now, how ever, we are able to congratulate 
you upon a  steady increase in  both  respects since th a t tim e. A 
com parison w ith these las t th ree  years, one w ith  another, will 
show th a t th is  increase in num bers, has been th e  sam e or nearly
so from year to year. W ith in  these  years we have grown larger 
by one C hapter and by 172 m em bers. The revenue has also in -
creased, y e t in so sm all a m easure th a t we have felt constrained
to confine ourselves in the  following review  to th e  sm allest possi-
ble lim its. We therefore p resent to you, w hat o thers are doing
in o ther jurisd ictions, and confine ourselves en tirely  to th is ;  be-
g inning w ith—

C ALIFO RNIA , A P R IL , 1889— 35t i i  A n n u a l .

G rand H igh P riest W m . T. L u thu r speaks of th e craft as in a
very prosperous condition, and  his position is fully sustained  by 
th e  tabu lar statem ent.

H e issued two dispensations for new C hapters, both of which 
were chartered  a t th is  Convocation.

The financial condition is such th a t the  com m ittee on ju risp ru -
dence felt justified in  reporting favorably upon an  am endm ent to 
the  C onstitution reducing the per capita  from 50 cents to  25 cents. 
Of course th is was approved.

U niform ity of work, the great bugbear w hich harasses a t in -
tervals every G rand Jurisd ic tion , so troubles our companions
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over there  as to have induced them  to adopt the following after a 
year’s re flec tion :

First L et the  ritua l be p u t into cipher th a t can be intellig i-
ble only to the  G rand Lecturer.

Second. H ave so m any Inspectors appointed as m ay be neces-
sary  to  accom plish the work, to whom shall be in trusted  the  key 
to the  sam e, and whose duty  shall be to in struc t th e  officers of 
such C hapters as m ay be under th e ir special supervision, and 
who shall be am enable to the G rand L ecturer, not alone for the 
custody and safe keeping of the cipher, b u t also for the correct
and  uniform  working of their C hapters.

W illiam  V anderhurst, Salinas, G rand H igh P riest.
Thom as H ubbard  Caswell, San Francisco, G rand Secretary.
The G rand Secretary m ade th e  review  of proceedings, ours

for 1887 being among them . T here are m any th ings we had
m arked  for noting, bu t we can only give you th is  ex trac t on un -
affiliated m aso n s:

The regulation is, of course, aim ed a t th a t class of R oyal A rch 
hum bugs, who enjoy all th e  righ ts, benefits and privileges of 
C apitular M asonry w ithout contributing  a  penny tow ards its  sup-
port. They are found in every ju risd iction , and m ake them selves
knowm as R oyal Arch M asons only w hen some grand parade 
affords them  an opportunity  to exh ib it them selves in  public, or 
some festive occasion gives them the privilege of filling th e ir
capacious maws, free of expense, w ith the fru its of o th e rs’ indus-
try . W hen work is to be done they  are never found. W hen the 
sick are to be visited, th e dead buried , or the widow or orphan to
be relieved, they  are conspicuous by th e ir absence. They say to 
th e  industrious laborer in  the  v in e y a rd : “ B ear you th e  h eat and
burden of th e  day, I  will recline beneath  th e  shade of the vine 
and  fig tree, refresh myself w ith the  lucious fru it, and  quench my 
th irs t a t the cooling stream s, b u t w hen pay-day comes I ’ll be 
there, ju s t the  s a m e a n d  he  is. If any benefit is to h e  gained 
h e  is quick to claim  i t ;  if any bu rden  is to be borne, it  slips from 
h is  back like w ater from a duck’s. Such m en are scabs on th e  
face of M asonry, unsightly  eruptions th a t requ ire  drastic  rem e-
dies to  rem ove. W e have applied th e  rem edy and  the  scabs are 
falling. W e recom mend it  to our sister jurisd ictions as a  specific 
in  cases of th is kind.

Indeed, th e  above is an o’er true  picture.

CANADA, JU L Y , 1889— 32 n d  A n n u a l .

No tru er sen tim ent is there  than  th a t conveyed by M. E . G rand 
H igh P riest R . B. H ungerford, w hen h e  said, “ for m yself I
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w ould ra th e r see fifty active C hapters in  our jurisd iction  than  
twice th a t num ber w ith  m any of them  drifting into  le thargy  and 
in ac tio n .”  H e recom m ended the w ithdraw al of w arrants from 
any w hich have not strictly  complied w ith the C onstitu tion.

N evertheless, he granted  dispensations for the form ation of as 
m any new C hapters. These were all chartered a t th is  convoca-
tion. The com m ittee on th e condition of C apitu lar M asonry,
alluding  to one of these, m ade these  re m a k s :

The reports s ta te  th a t harm ony exists in all the  d is tric ts , save 
one. The G rand Superin tendent of C entral alludes to un-
p leasan tness a t Brockville, and points out th a t th is condition of 
u n re s t has created a dem and for a new C hapter. The advisa-
b ility of organizing a new C hap ter is dealt w ith by the Com m it-
tee  on W arrants, and yet, yo u r Com m ittee on th e  Condition of 
C apitu lar A rt ventures to rem ind G rand C hap ter th a t prom pt, 
b u t kindly m easures should be taken  to induce good will in  the 
h earts  of com panions who m u st know th a t  obligations are m ean-
ingless unless we bear and forbear—th a t M asonry m eans fellow-
ship , not in word, b u t in act, and th a t b itte rness of feeling is
foreign to the sp irit of the  craft.

The finances are in  excellent condition.
K. B. H ungerford, London, G. H . Z.
David M cClellan, H am ilton , G. S. E.
A labam a for 1888 appears in  th e  report on correspondence by 

Companion H enry  K obertson, P . G. Z.

CONNECTICUT, MAY, 1889—9 1 s t A n n u a l .

The M. E . G rand H ig h P riest, A. E . B lakeslee, speaks well of 
th e  C raft, for it  gives him  pleasure to “ report th a t all is well 
w ith  u s ,”  and from  every portion of th e  jurisdiction “ good 
tid ings of peace, harm ony and prosperity  ”  are received. The 
address is a  concise and  business document.

The tabu lar sta tem en t shows a m arked increase in  m em ber-
ship.

The cash balance grows, though  by sm all degrees, y e t it grows.
No grievances are there  to be reported.
Jo h n  0 . Eow land, F a ir H aven , G rand H igh P riest.
Joseph  K . W heeler, H artfo rd , G rand Secretary .
Com panion Jo h n  H . Barlow again furn ishes the  review  of pro-

ceedings, and  A labam a for 1887 is therein found. H e pays a
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fitting tribu te  to th e  m em ory of our beloved G rand Secretary, 
Daniel Sayre.

D A K O T A , JU N E , 1 889— 5 t i i A n n u a l .

G rand H igh  P riest H enry  S. W illiam s issued d ispensations for 
th ree new C hapters. To two of these charters were granted , bu t 
in  consequence of the  report of th e  com m ittee on tran scrip ts  of 
C hapters U . D ., th a t the proceedings of one of them  showed “  a 
direct and flagrant violation of the  landm arks of M asonry and of 
th e  Constitution of th is G rand C h ap te r.”  T his tran scrip t was re -
ferred to the  Com m ittee on Jurisprudence. T heir report recom -
m ended the  dissolution of the  C hap ter and  the  healing, &c., of 
those who had received any p art of the  degrees from it. The 
G rand C hapter refused to do th is , however, and  th e  following 
was offered, b u t w hat the  G rand C h ap te r did  w ith  it  is no t m en-
tioned :

Resolved, T hat it is the sense of th e G rand C hap ter th a t i t  is 
advisable for the M. E . G rand H igh P riest to extend th e dispen-
pensation of Scotland C hapter and cause th e  officers to be fully 
instructed  in the work, and  th a t th ey  be requested to send to the  
G rand Secretary a copy of the records of each m eeting.

The G rand H igh P riest recom m ended th a t proper steps be 
taken looking to the formation of a G rand C hapter for the S tate 
of N orth D akota, and  a com m ittee appointed for th a t purpose 
form ulated a  p lan  suprem ely equitable, and  having  th e  sanction 
of the <j . G. H igh P riest. W hether th is  has been formed or not 
your com m ittee is no t advised, excep t th a t a  telegram  of Ju n e  
11th, from G rand Secretary W ilder, says “  tw ins were b o rn .”

John  Davidson, B ism arck, G rand H igh P riest.
Thom as J .  W ilder, C asselton, G rand Secretary.
The G rand Secretary m ade th e  report on Correspondence, our 

proceedings for 1888 having passed in  review. Of non-affiliates, 
C om panion W ilder s a y s :

There is one disturb ing  elem ent am ong the  craft—it is the  un- 
affiliates. I t  seem s no successful rem edy has yet been devised. 
W e believe th e cause chargeable to two or th ree reasons. F irs t,
m any are adm itted  among our num bers who never can be Masons. 
Second, th a t m ore care should be taken th a t applicants know 
w hat is expected of them , should they succeed in gaining adm is-
sion. L astly , th e  free will doctrine, w hich we believe to  be
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erroneous, th a t th e  large m ajority  m ust suffer for the  acts of the  
m inority , or th a t the whole Lodge or C hapter m ust bow to th e  
w ill of one w orthless cuss, we d on’t now, nor do we wish to try 
to believe. Let them  understand  before-hand, th a t if they  b e -
come M asons, they m ust help support th e  organization for a  ce r-
ta in num ber of years, after which they  have done th e ir share, th e  
burden m ust then  be borne bj’ the younger, e ither of paying dues 
or work in the lodge room, and we will do away w ith non-affilia-
tion to a  great degree.

D ELA W A R E — 2 1 s t A n n u a l .

The Roll of th is  G rand C hapter, even when i t  has a tta ined  to 
m an ’s age, contains bu t three C h ap ters , num bered 1, 4 an d  6. 
These w ere all represen ted a t this Convocation. The G. H .
P rie s t says, “ The re tu rns from two of the  C hapters exh ib it a  very 
gratifying increase of m em bersh ip ; the  th ird  has not, I  reg re t 
to say, added to  her m em bership, b u t on account of death show’s 
a  decrease. A ll are working in  entire  accord.”

H e recom m ends th a t a knowledge of the  preceding degree be 
a qualification for advancem ent. T his was referred to  G. G. 
C hapter.

Joseph  A. Bond, W ilm ington, G rand H igh P riest.
Jam es H. Price, W ilm ington, G rand Secretary.
I t  is an old saying “ th a t m isery loves com pany .”  This seem s 

to he verified in th e report of the com m ittee on correspondence,
which we subjoin in fu ll:

Y our com m ittee on Foreign Correspondence would report th a t 
we have exam ined the several reports of the  G rand C hapters, 
as reported received by the  G rand Secretary. The craft in  the 
several jurisdictions is in a  healthy  and flourishing sta te . D ela-
w are has been kindly m entioned. A lthough some ridicule us for 
being so sm all, and no t having the money to p rin t the report on 
Foreign Correspondence, w'e might add th a t we are not alone in
th is  m atter.

D ISTRICT OF COLUM BIA, DEC. 1888— 22n d A n n u a l .

A Sem i-annual Convocation was held  in Ju n e , a t which we do 
n o t see th a t any business of m om ent was transacted , w hich led, 
we suppose, to th e  in troduction at the  Annual Convocation of an 
am endm ent to the constitution requiring  bu t one convocation 
each year. This was referred to th e  com m ittee on jurisprudence, 
w hich reported  in  favor of its  adoption, w hich was accordingly 
done.
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The G. H . P riest, on account of illness, presided a t n either 
convocation. The D. G. H . P ries t presided over the Craft, and 
in h is address is very certain  of the  m ost excellent effects of 
G rand visitations. I t is the custom for the G rand Officers here
to m ake an  annual visit to each C hapter, and  usually the  occasion 
is celebrated by a  lecture or address of som e distinguished Com-
panion. T his is easily done in a jurisd iction  confined to a city 
only, b u t in a  large and scattered  jurisdiction is alm ost, if not 
altogether, im possible.

The Royal C raft are enjoying continued prosperity , and though 
the  work has not been large, yet, the  increase is sufficient.

The financial report shows a good balance on hand .
R obert Ball, G rand H igh P riest.
L. G. S tephens, G rand S ecre ta ry .
Companion W m. R. Singleton m ade a report on correspondence, 

reviewing A labam a for 1887. T his is com pressed in to  59 pages, 
although he had  before h im  the proceedings of forty G rand 
C hapters, and several of them  for two years—beating  our ability 
to condense by four pages.

The dea th  of Companion Daniel Sayre is k indly  noticed.

FLO R ID A , JA N U A R Y , 1889—43d An n u a l .

The G rand  Secretary reports th e  “ condition of Royal Arch 
M asonry in F lorida as quite encouraging, as m ay be easily dis-
covered by the  num ber of working C hapters now on the  roll, 
com pared w ith th e  sta tu s a few years back .”

N um ber of C hapters ............................................................  14
N um ber of m em bers............................................................... 406
Being a gain during the year o f ........................................ 31
E x a lte d ......................................................................................  49
D im itted and su sp en d ed   .......................................... 22

The epidem ic of the  p ast year en larged the  necrological roll 
greatly.

Business purely local.
M arcus E ndel, G ainesville, G rand H igh P riest.
D eW itt C. D awkins, Jacksonville , G rand Secretary.
No report on correspondence,
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G EO RGIA , A P R I L ,  1889—0>7t h  A n n u a l .

G. H . P riest J . W. Taylor congratulated G rand C hap ter on the 
revival of in terest in  C apitu lar M asonry observable throughout 
the  jurisdiction. Many C hapters w hich have la in  dorm ant for 
years a re  giving evidence of life and activity . One new C hapter 
was organized U. D., and a t th is  convocation chartered.

The finances of th is G rand C hapter, which w ere a short tim e 
since in  so deplorable a condition, are now, says th e  G rand H igh 
P riest, in a “ helthy  condition .”  W e rejoice a t th is  revival, and 
hope th a t ere long, we also, shall feel th e  effect of th is  wave of 
prosperity .

The G rand C hapter determ ined to hereafter devote two days 
to its business.

N um ber of C h a p te rs ..........................................................  38

E xalted  ..................................................................................  211
M em bers................................................................................... 1348

Jam es W . Taylor, L uther3ville, G rand H igh  P riest.
A . M. W olihin, Macon, G rand Secretary.
Com panion Abram  Love again made th e  report on correspon-

dence, A labam a for 1887 being therein . H e is suffering from the 
tigh tness of the  financial belt, and can’t expand. AVe know how 
it is ourself

INDIANA, OCTOBER, 188 8 — 43d A n n u a l .

The G rand H igh Priest, C alvin W. P ra th er, in th e  opening of 
h is address congratulates the  G rand C hapter “ upon the  p rosper-
ity , peace, and good will th a t pervades the Royal C raft,”  and 
the  re tu rns show th a t in th e  first quality , a t least, he is entirely 
correct.

One dispensation for th e  organization of a new  C hapter was 
issued. This having presented good, tru e and square work was,
by charter, authorized to continue.

f  inances m ost excellent, no tw ithstand ing  an  effort was m ade 
to raise the  dues to  75 cents per capita, w hich, however, resu lted  
in  advancing them  to 60 cents.

Daniel McDonald, P lym outh , G rand H igh P riest.
Jo h n M. Bramwell, Indianapolis, G rand Secretary.
Companion Thomas B. Long, P ast G. H . P ., presented  the  re-

view of proceedings, among which are those of A labam a for 1887.
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IO W A, OCTOBER, 1888—3 5 t h  A n n u a l .

M. E . G. H . P riest, C. H . Cogswell, whose po rtra it graces one 
of th e  fly leaves of th is pam phlet, inform s us th a t the  Craft has 
prospered in its several walks, arid is peculiarly blessed.

H e issued one dispensation for th e  formation of a new ch ap te r, 
whose w ork, when brought up for inspection, m erited and re -
ceived a charter a t th is  convocation.

H e urged th e  estab lishm ent of a Masonic Hom e, and cited the 
exam ple of Idaho particu larly  for em ulation.

H e drew  the a tten tion  of the G rand C hap ter to the  application 
of the G rand C hapter of New B runsw ick for recognition, and
recom m ended th a t some action be had in  th e m atter. T his new
G rand C hapter was, accordingly, recom m ended to be form ally 
recognized, and an  exchange of representatives invited. T his 
report was adopted, yet we find no resolution to th a t effect.

A money balance of $7,161 is on hand.
H e recom m ended some provision for th e  exaltation of candi-

dates w hen a whole team  is not p resen ted , and  the com m ittee on 
jurisprudence, on th is subject, rep o rt:

W ith reference to the use of substitu tes in  conferring the Royal 
Arch degree, as referred to in the address of th e M. E. G rand
H igh P riest, \  our com m ittee are of th e  opinion, from the repeated 
action had by th is G rand C hapter, th a t th e  law is th a t the  use of 
substitu tes is not perm itted in th is G rand Jurisd iction . We
recom m end, therefore, th a t it shall be the. d u ty  of any subordi-
nate  C hapter, a fter having conferred the first th ree  degrees, and 
one year having elapsed since th e  date of the  election of the  can-
d idate, upon appplication of said candidate, jurisdiction shall be 
waived for th a t purpose, and the  Royal Arch degree m ay be con-
ferred upon him by any C hapter in th is jurisd iction upon such
term s as m ay bo agreed upon by th e  C hapters in terested , th e  
candidate to retain  m em bership in  th e  C hapter in  w hich he was 
elected. I t  being the intention no t to forbid th e  conferring of th e  
degree by any C hapter on a candidate from ano ther C hapter at 
a shorter period if the C hapter having  jurisdiction shall so 
request.

H en ry  C. McNeil, Sioux City, G rand H igh Priest.
Alf. W ingate, DesM oines, G rand Secretary.
Companion R. L. C larke review ed the  proceedings, giving ours 

favorable notice.



KANSAS, F E B R U A R Y , 1889—2 4 t i i  A n n u a l .

The G. H . Priest, Geo. W . Post, declares him self “ happy to
report th a t the  p ast year has been one of prosperity  to  the 
O rder.”  The re tu rn s  fully susta in  th is assertion. There are 
now on the roll 72 C h ap te rs ; th ere  were exalted during  the  past
y e a r 328 D im itted ................................113
A d m it te d 109 D ied.............................. 32
R e in sta ted   6 Suspended ........................... 50

  E x p e lle d ..............................  2

G ain ......................  343 L o ss..............................197

D educting th e  loss from th e  gain gives 246 as th e  n e t gain. 
The Secretary reports 202. Adding th is  gain to the m em bership 
reported  las t year, and we would have 3,023, as the  m em bership 
for 1888, no t 3,589.

D ispensations for th ree  new C hapters were issued, all of w hich
w ere chartered a t th is convocation.

The com m ittee on R etu rns of C hapters use th is language:

W e heg to reitera te , w ith  em phasis, the recom m endation of 
th is com m ittee, a t th e  la s t session, to th e  effect th a t the  re tu rns 
of th e  chap ters should be exam ined prior to th e  annual convo-
cation, w hen all the da ta , necessary to give these re tu rn s  an in -
telligent and exhaustive exam ination , can be placed a t th e  com-
m and of the  com m ittee. I t  is a du ty  th a t th is  G rand C hapter 
owes to itself, as well as to its  offspring, th a t the  m ateria l, w hich 
is g iven a place in  our rapid ly  building tem ple, should have more 
th an  a m ere cursory inspection. We sincerely tru s t th a t, if nec-
essary , financial provision will be m ade a t th is  session to secure 
th is  desired end.

R obert E . T orrington, E m poria, G rand H igh P riest.
Jo h n H . Brown. K ansas City, G rand Secretary.
Companion Jo h n  H . Brown furnished the review of proceedings, 

A labam a for 1887 being among them .

K EN TU C K Y , OCTOBER, 1888— 73d  A n n u a l .

On read ing  th e  address of G. H . P riest, J .  Soule Sm ith, we 
w ere im pressed w ith  th e  tone of despondency pervading  it. T he  
sam e advised us, how ever, th a t he had  issued a  dispensation for 
the formation of a new  chapter, and  th e  proceedings show th a t
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th is  was deem ed w orthy of a  charter. The tabu lar s ta tem en t 
shows no g reat increase to be sure, b u t still th e re  is an  increase, 
and no retrogression.

H e com plains because h is  duties have been  so little  onerous, 
and  fears th a t th is “ betokens inactiv ity  and  sluggish n a tu re ,”  
and  th a t “ th is m ost beautiful b ranch  of F ree  M asonry has, in 
some m easure, lost its  hold upon the  fra tern ity , and to have be-
come m erely a  stepping stone to th e  orders of K n igh thood .”

H e refused to issue dispensations to confer degrees out of tim e, 
because no t authorized by th e  constitu tion (“ no t nom inated in  
the  bond” ) an d  th e  com m ittee on ju risp rudence “ suggest th a t 
the  com m ittee on revision of the constitu tion  incorporate a  p ro-
vision in  sam e” giving to G. H . P. th is power.

H e m akes an earnest appeal in behalf of the M asonic W idows
and O rphans H om e. Concluding h is address th u s—

A t last, my companions, I  prepare  to  resign the M itre and the  
P>reastplate to him  who is to come after me. My work, such as 
i t  is, is finished. May m y mem ory be a  savory one apjong you. 
I  love m y com panions and the ir great and glorious w ork. I  have 
toiled w ith you in the  q u a rr ie s ; I  have eaten  w ith you of th e  
h idden m anna and the  F ourth  V ail aw aits me. W hen I  am  gone 
from among you m ay every one, w hen asked the dw elling place 
of my image be able to pu t his hand upon his h e a rt and  say “ it 
is hurried  h e re .”

H enry  G . Dandij'er, D anville, G rand H igh P riest.
Joseph  H . B ranham , Louisville, G rand Secretary.
Companion Jam es W . Staton, P . G. H . P ., p resented  the re-

view of proceedings, and a m ost excellen t one it is, the more p ar-
ticu larly  w'hen we consider the em barrassing  conditions surround-
ing h im . A t least, he tells us they  were em barrassing, no tw ith -
stand ing  for years he  had been th e  C orrespondent of h is G rand 
Lodge. N evertheless he  gives A labam a, for 1887, an excellent 
and fraternal notice, paying a handsom e tr ib u te  to our venerable 
P . G. H . P . Peleg Brown.

LOU ISIA NA , FE B R U A R Y , 1889— 4 2 n d  A n n u a l .

T his G rand C hapter is afflicted, as m any of our Southern G rand 
C hapters are, w ith  a very g reat tendency to shrink . This sh rin k -
age so constantly  goes on as to refuse to be longer unobserved. 
N otw ithstanding, am ong m any of those com panions th a t a re  left,
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th ere  is noticeable an  increased zeal, w hich, if persisted  in , w ill 
y e t b ea r fruit. One C hapter, w hich had  been for some tim e 
alm ost dead ,'how ever, was revived, th e  proper restoratives hav -
ing been prom ptly applied.

The G. H . P riest, H erm an C. D uncan, declares th a t in  h is v is-
itations th e  diversity  of w ork was forced on h is a tten tion . H e 
th inks th a t a  hook or cipher will have to be used or a G rand 
Lecturer appoin ted . The com m ittee on work, how ever, cannot 
see how th e  expense of a  G rand Lecturer is to  he  m et, and  con-
clude th a t the  w ork m ust be exemplified a t each session of G rand 
C hapter.

The G rand C hapter of New Brunsw ick w as duly recognized.
H erm an  C. Duncan, A lexandria, G rand H igh  P riest.
Jam es C. B atchelor, New Orleans, G rand  Secretary.

M AINE, M A Y , 1888— 63 r d  A n n u a l .

W e failed to get th is pam phle t la s t year, bu t are now pleased 
to have i t  before us, for th e  proceedings of th is  G rand C hapter 
are alw ays m ost welcome. G rand H igh P riest Jam es M. Nevins 
issued a  dispensation for a new C hapter, w hich was chartered  a t 
th is convocation; so, also, was another whose application for a 
dispensation was m ade so n ear the  tim e of m eeting of G rand 
C hapter th a t th e  G rand H igh P ries t referred the m atter to the  
G rand C hapter.

The growth in  m em bership was quite reasonable, and the D. D. 
G rand H igh P riest repo rt the C raft generally in fair condition.
The D. G. H . P riest says th a t “ U niform ity is the w atchw ord all 
along the lin e .”

The cash balance increases slowly, to be sure, b u t it  increases 
nevertheless.

The G rand C hapter of New B runsw ick w as duly and fra te r-
n ally  recognized.

George W . Goulding, O akland, G rand H igh P riest.
I r a  B erry, P o rtland , G rand Secretary.
Companion Josiah  H . Drum m ond m ade th e  report on C or-

respondence, reviewing in i t the proceedings of A labam a for 1887.
From  h is repo rt we ex trac t h is tab le  of statistics for th e  inform al
tion of Companions,
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G r a n d C h a p t e r s .
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A lab am a...................................... 572 35 20 15 0 0 9 10
A rk a n sa s ................................... 1 ,511 151 42 40 1 1 28 14
C alifo rn ia .................................... 4 ,292 212 102 72 1 0 42 68
C anada ....................................... 3,441 198 39 123 0 *139 44
C o lo rado ................................... 1 ,292 80 19 39 1 *39 15
C onnecticu t.................... ......... 4 ,2 86 186 46 11 *7 36 59
D ako ta .................................... 1 ,075 134 28 33 0 *5 9
D elaw are.................................... 292 26 1 3 0 * 4 5
D istrict of C olum bia................ 1 ,363 122 27 14 0 4 15 13
F lo r id a ...................................... 364 62 34 9 0 *1 7
Georgia ....................................... 1 ,1 72 109 23 38 0 *26 17
I llin o is ....................................... 1 2 ,508 837 134 309 4 *293 163
In d ian a ................................... 4 ,927 320 60 146 3 11 73 55
Io w a .............................................. 6 ,5 03 440 98 255 5 *129 72
K a n s a s ...................................... 3 ,3 77 347 90 95 2 *49 30
K en tucky ................................... 2 ,2 02 126 43 68 0 *62 27
L ouisiana................................... 625 28 5 7 0 *15 14
M aine ......................................... 4 ,463 232 18 60 0 0 47 66
M aryland ..................................... 1 ,2 3 6 95 11 37 0 *16 19
M assachusetts............................ 10 ,138 590 149 0 131 146
M ichigan.................................... 9 ,0 2 0 590 91 175 9 5 139 102
M innesota................ ................... 3,071 241 48 83 0 t2 10 30
M ississ ip p i.......... ...................... 1 ,1 20 67 18 17 0 0 40 23
M issouri....................................... 5 ,1 0 0 415 107 110 0 *119 69
N eb rask a ..................................... 1 ,9 4 0 260 194 75 0 *32 18
N evada ....................................... 353 9 8 12 0 0 7 4
New B ru n sw ic k ........................ 402 27 6 0 *17 2
New H am psh ire ...................... 2 ,5 36 104 2 20 1 0 24 42
New Je rse y .............................. 2 ,5 3 3 163 42 44 0 *108 35
New Y o rk .................................. 15 ,332 934 206 233 *+563 20‘>
N orth C aro lina ........................ 657 35 7 10 0 1 6 1
Nova Scotia............................ 510 21 7 23 0 0 0 5
Ohio............................................... 10 ,817 758 198 248 19 316 133
O reg o n ..................................... 866 45 15 10 0 0 19 13
Pennsy lvan ia............................ 11 ,998 691 121 112 5 *235 188
Q uebec....................................... 443 14 20 12 0 *15 4
Rhode I s la n d ............................ 1 ,779 62 4 6 0 0 11 27
South C aro lina...................... 264 4 9 6 0 0 ’ 2 5
T ennessee .......................... 1 ,888 97 74 40 1 1 27 30
T ex as .............................. 3 ,869 299 98 148 6 *78 53
V erm ont............................... 2 ,132 109 4 20 0 *4 38
Virginia ....................................... 1 ,3 84 61 39 64 0 0 17 10

:

I
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G b a n d  C h a p t e r s .
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W ash in g to n ........................ . 329 77 29 9 •0 0 0 3
W est Y irg in ia§ .......................... 529 69 5 10 0 1 11 7
W isconsin.................................... 4,220 220 35 64 2 *54 45
G eneral G rand C h a p te r___ 1,118 82 32 32 0 *3 7

149,903 9784 2253 3112 60 33 3035 1949

* Including  suspensions for U . M. C ., and  those stricken from 
th e  roll.

t  Including expulsions
§ No P roceedings rece iv ed ; sam e as las t year.

M ASSACHUSETTS, D ECEM BER, 1888—8 8 t i i  A n n u a l .

A t th e  several quarterly  convocations of th is G rand C hapter 
m uch of th e  business is transacted , th u s relieving th e  annual 
convocation of consum ption of tim e.

A t th e  annual th e  several degrees w ere exemplified im m edi-
ately  after th e  G rand C hap ter had  been  opened, and a t 1 :10 the 
G rand C hap ter was called to refreshm ent, w hen it  proceeded to 
th e  banquet ha ll, and doubtless each m em ber did justice to the 
“ substan tia l d in n er”  th e re  provided.

G rand H igh P riest, A rthur G. P ollard , says, “ I t  is m y priv i-
lege to  congratulate you upon a  prosperous condition of affairs 
throughout the ju risd ic tion .”

Of g ran ting  dispensations he s a y s : »

For reasons w hich seem ed to me good and  sufficient, I  have 
granted during the  year six  dispensations. B ut I  have long been 
of the opinion th a t there  is a  tendency tow ards an excessively 
liberal exercise of th is  high privilege, or ra th e r a  tendency to-
w ards a too frequent expression of a  desire to have dispensations
granted, w hich is not in the line of influences to prom ote the
welfare of C hapter M asonry. The sim ple convenience of the  
app lican t is no t a  good and  sufficient reason for the  exercise of 
th is  power. U ndue frequency in th e  use of th is prerogative has 
a  tendency to w eaken the m oral force of regular and  system atic 
work, and  affords encouragem ent for carelessness and disregard



of certa in  proprie ties w hich is not consistent w ith  the  dignity of 
th is  G rand  Body.

A rthur G. Po llard , Lowell, G rand H igh P riest.
Alfred P . C hapm an, Boston, G rand Secretary.
Companion Rev. J . W . D adm un again presen ted th e C orres-

pondence re p o r t; A labam a for 1887 receives fra terna l notice.
As his views in  relation to th e  dim inishing th e num ber of non-

affiliates are to us novel, we give them  to you entire :

The increasingly large num ber of the  unaffiliated is startling . 
In  the  C apitu lar S tatistics for 1887, the  num ber is 6,341, against 
8,969 exaltations. If  we sub tract from th e  unaffiliated the  num -
ber of “ adm issions and  resto rations,”  1,999, we still have rem ain -
ing 4,342. An approxim ate estim ate, a t th a t ra te , for the  las t 
fifteen years—m aking liberal allowance for dea ths and  res to ra -
tions—will give about 50,000 unaffiliated C hapter M asons. The 
tab le  shows th a t about one-half of th a t num ber have been d im it- 
ted. No wonder our growth in  m em bership is so sm all. The 
n e t increase for the  year is only 2,749, in  a  m em bership of 146,- 
339; and the  increase of the  non-affiliated is 4,342, including ex -
pulsions and suspensions.

Now, we ask, is there  no t som ething radically w rong in  th e  
general and special regulations governing m em bership? W e 
th in k  th is  question opens th e  subject in  th e  righ t direction, and 
suggests an answ er to  our first question, a t least an  entering  
wedge.

Petition the G rand C hapter for au thority to place on an honor-
ary or retired list, free from dues, those m em bers who have ren -
dered valuable service to the F ra tern ity , th e  ind igen t, aged and  
infirm , and those th a t m ay wish to be excused from attend ing
Masonic m eetings. W e cannot ignore the  fact th a t ill h ea lth , 
fam ily afflictions, and  changed business regulations often m ake 
it  difficult, if not im possible, for some Com panions to a ttend  
convocations as they  have been wont to  do.

If an honest M ason could be honorably excused from a ttend ing  
Masonic m eetings, and consequently from paying dues, it would
be an  act of k indness th a t Companions, under some circum -
stances would highly  appreciate, and  which would obviate the  
necessity of asking for a  dirnit. I t  certain ly  could not conflict 
w ith any fundam ental principle of the Order, b u t w ould be in  
keeping w ith th a tc h a rity  th a t “ seeketh no t h er ow n,”  and  “ doth 
not behave itself unseem ly .”  Is  there  any justice or equity in  
requiring m em bers to pay dues to the G rand C hap ter or its sub-
ordinates when, for any good reason, they  cannot a tten d  M asonic 
m eetings ? A nd yet, if they  have been true  to th e ir  obligations, 
they  should be retained  on the  list of the  affiliated, ra th e r th a n  
forced into the  colum n of the  dim itted or suspended.

W e have lived long enough to know m any men, and M asons,
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too, who are obliged to deprive them selves of social enjoym ents
w hich once they  could well afford. A nd they  are m en th a t will 
not ask  of any social organization, to w hich th,ey belong, to be 
placed on the roll of beggars. H eaven bless them for th e ir m an-
liness.

W e have throw n out these thoughts, no t because they are all 
th a t can be w ritten upon th e subject, b u t in the hope th a t corres-
pondents w ill aid  in  solving the problem.

M ARYLAND, N OVEM BER, 1889— 9 2 n d A n n u a l .

By holding our repo rt un til a fter our Annual Convocation we 
have been enabled to add th is  to our exceedingly scant notice of 
th e several G rand C hapters.

T he G. H. P riest, Joseph  F . H indes, speaks of th e  “  activity 
m anifested”  in  some of th e  C hap ters, and  says, “ th a t noth ing  
h as occurred to m ar th e  com panionship prevailing. ”  A nd the 
G rand Lecturer says, “ the condition of the  Royal C raft in  th is 
jurisdiction is very satisfactory, th e  w ork is being well done.”

The G. H . P riest regrets th a t the finances are no t in b e tte r con-
dition, and  cautions the  com panions to care in  expenditures. 
Y et th e  financial report shows a balance of $814.

R obert K . M artin , B altim ore, G rand H igh P riest.
George L. M cCahan, Baltim ore, G rand Secretary.
Companion E . T. Schultz, P . D. G rand H igh P riest, m ade th e

report on correspondence, reviewing therein  A labam a for 1888. 
In  th is  he expresses the  hope th a t “ renew ed in te rest and  activ ity  
m ay be infused into C apitu lar M asonry in  th is ju risd ic tion .”  Ref-
erence being had  to our in troduction  will show th a t in our opin-
ion th is  condition is beginning to be realized. W e q u o te :

A Lodge does not, and  cannot bind itself to give an applicant 
th e  degrees. For, after a  favorable ballo t is had  upon h is p e ti-
tion, an objection from any m em ber, even one who m ay have 
voted favorably, will p reven t the  conferring of th e  degrees upon 
th e  applican t.

M ICH IG A N , JA N U A R Y , 1889— 40 t h  A n n u a l .

T he condition of C apitu lar M asonry in  th is ju risd ic tion  is p ro-
gressive and the  m em bership  is growing well. Two d ispensa-
tions for new C hapters w ere issued, and  an  application for a  th ird  
received. C harters were ordered for th e three.

T he B re th ren  of G rand R apids have determ ined upon a M a-
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sonic Hom e, and th e  G. H . P riest, B. F . W atts, recom m ended i t  
to  th e  favorable consideration of the  G rand  C hapter.

The dues to th is  G rand C hapter were reduced  from fifty to 
forty cents, thereby  m aking a loss of some near $600, w hile the 
expenses were increased. This condition induced th e F inance 
com m ittee to  forego any appropriation  for rep rin ting  th e  early  
proceedings.

W illiam  W ente, M anistee, G rand H igh  Priest.
W illiam  P . Innes, G rand R apids, G rand Secretary.
Companion Innes, P . G. H . P ., p resented  the report on corres-

pondence, such as th is Companion alone can presen t, b u t in it
we fail to  find A labam a.

MINNESOTA, OCTOBER, 1888— 27 t h  A n n u a l .

G. H . P riest, W m . F . D ickinson, says th a t, “ The condition of 
th e  several C hapters in  th is  ju risd ic tion  seem s to  be generally  
good, and fairly prosperous.” The re tu rn s  su s ta in  th is position.

T he finances are also in  good shape, b u t he cautions G rand 
C hapter against ex travagance les t deb t and  its  a tten d an t evils 
ensue. There is a t p resen t a  good surplus w hich he recom m ends 
be carefully invested.

A dispensation for a new C hapter was issued by h im , w hich, a t 
th is  convocation, was ordered a charter.

H e desires G rand C hapter to  provide a  fixed and uniform form 
of insta lla tion , and M ackey’s was subsequently  adopted.

H e concludes h is address w ith  the  follow ing:

Our institu tion  long since passed beyond th e  sphere  of the 
architect and has been bu ilt upon a solid and  perm anen t founda-
tion. If your tas tes do not happen  to correspond w ith all the  
details of its construction do not on th a t account a ttem p t to en -
graft novelties on the finished structure lest you spoil th e  sym -
m etry  of the  whole. I t  rem ains to you to illu s tra te  and exp lain  
its  allegories and inculcate its precepts. I t  depends much upon 
you who compose the  G rand Councils of our chap te rs w hether 
the August R oyal A rch shall be rendered  in  all its  beautifu l d ra -
m atic excellence or be degraded to a roaring farce—rem em ber 
th a t sensible m en are disgusted w hen they  see irreveren t trifling  
w ith holy th ings. In some quarters there seems to be a disposi-
tion to disparage the  work of C apitular M asonry—one says they  
do hard ly  anyth ing  bu t confer degrees. W ell, if th e  cerem onies 
of gaining adm ission w ithin the vails have been properly re n -
dered, if the  candidate has been taugh t th e  full im port of our
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in teresting  sym bols, has had holiness to the Lord engraven on 
h is thoughts, deeds and actions, then  who shall say th a t Royal 
A rch M asonry has no t left its im press on th e  whole body of M a-
sonry , th e  lodge as well as th e  chap te r. F inally ,

“ Crown your tem ple w ith your art,
B e a u t i f y  i t  w i t h  y o u r  g r a c e ,
And ever keep your a lta r as sacred ■
As th e  m ost holy place.”

C harles L. W est, A ustin, G rand H igh Priest.
A. T. C. P ierson, St. Paul, G rand Secretary.
This la tte r, as usual, presented  his condensed report on corres-

pondence, and introduces it  th u s :

A nd we believe th a t we m ake our report m ore instructive to the 
com panions in th is jurisdiction by c iting  the  well d igested opin-
ions and discussions of such com panions, than  in  quoting  resolu-
tions hastily adopted or actions ill considered by G rand  Bodies.

.Alabama for 1887 receives fraternal notice.
Since the above was w ritten the following action of th is  G rand 

C hapter, a t its convocation held  in  Sept. 1889, w ith th e  edict of 
th e  G. H . P riest, based thereon , cam e to  hand . The edict for-
bids any  recognition of or any connection w ith Cerneau M asonry :

W h e r e a s , T his G rand C hap ter recognizes as legitim ate in this 
country  th e  G rand Lodges of the respective states, th e  G eneral 
G rand R . A. C hap ter of the  U nited  S tates, and the  G rand R. A. 
C hap ter of th e  respective s ta te s ; th e  G eneral G rand Council of 
R . S. M. of the U nited S tates an d  th e  G rand Councils of th e  re-
spective s ta te s ; the  G rand E ncam pm ent of the U nited  S tates 
and the G rand C om m andery K . T. of th e  respective s ta te s ; the  
Suprem e Council of the N orth Jurisd iction  of the  U nited States, 
of w hich H enry  L. Palm er is G rand C o m m an d er; th e Suprem e 
Council of the  South Jurisd iction  of the U nited  S tates, of w hich 
A lbert P ike is G rand Com m ander, w ith th e ir respective constit-
u e n t bodies.

W h e r e a s , A n  e l e m e n t  o f  d i s c o r d  a n d  d i s t u r b a n c e  h a s  a r i s e n  
w i t h i n  t h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n ; a n d

W h e r e a s , T his d istu rb ing  elem ent is known a s  the  “ Suprem e 
Council of the  Scottish R ite of the  U S., th e ir  T erritories and 
D ependencies,”  and comm only known as the “ C erneau”  body, 
w hich have been declared spurious and illeaitim ate by num erous 
G rand Bodies, and who have never received any recognition by
any Suprem e Council in  th e  world save by the  G rand O rient of 
F ran ce ; and,

W h e r e a s , The G rand O rient o f F rance having elim inated the
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nam e of God from its  rituals, and thereby  placed them selves o u t-
side of th e  pale of m asonic recognition ; be it therefore

Resolved, T h at any  Royal Arch Mason who shall hereafte r 
receive or take any so-called masonic degrees from any  m an  or
body of men not hereinbefore m entioned and recognized and  ad -
m itted  as legitim ate, shall be expelled from all the  righ ts and  
privileges of C apitu lar M asonry.

Resolved, T h a t any Royal Arch M ason who shall com m unicate 
or sell, or be p resent a t, or assist in , the conferring, com m unica-
ting  or selling, or soliciting anyone to receive or apply for any 
so-called m asonic degree or degrees not hereinbefore recognized 
and adm itted , shall be expelled from all the  righ ts and privileges 
of C ap itu lar M asonry.

Resolved, T h at the M. E . G rand H igh P ries t be requested  to 
issue h is ed ict to th is effect, and th a t all com panions of h is obe-
dience, now allied with these spurious bodies, w ithdraw  from 
them  under penalty  of expulsion from all righ ts and  privileges of 
C apitu lar M asonry.

M IS S IS S IP P I, F E B R U A R Y , 1889— 4 1 s t  A n n u a l .

The condition of C apitu lar M asonry in th is  jurisdiction is by 
no m eans flattering, though there are  indications in these  p ro-
ceedings of an  aw akening am ong th e  Com panions w hich gives 
prom ise of a  b e tte r s ta te  in th e  very near fu ture. God g ran t the  
fulfillm ent of th is  prom ise.

The revenues of this G rand C hap ter, like our own, a re  greatly  
strained  by the  expenses, so much so th a t the  G rand Secretary, 
J .  L. Pow er, recom m ended a reduction to  h is  pay, and G rand  
C hapter did so reduce it  and  suspended th e  salary  of th e  G rand 
T reasurer until the  G rand  C hap ter shall be enabled to pay the 
sam e “ w ithout em barrassm en t.” I t also dim inished the pay to
R epresentatives.

A m otion to am end th e  sta tu tes so as to exem pt aged m asons 

from  dues was in troduced, and  th e  following adopted, the  com-: 
m ittee on Ju risp rudence repo rting :

8. W hile we are unalterab ly  opposed to  th e  creation of any 
grade in M asonry by w hich one b ro ther is elevated  upon a plane 
above any o ther, and by w hich th e  principle is  destroyed th a t 
all m eet upon equality in  a  M asonic body, we recognize th a t 
those who have borne th e  heat and bu rden  of the  day are en -
titled  to receive the rew ard of th e ir  labors, and recom m end the 
adoption of th e  following as an  additional regulation for the gov-
ern ing  of C h a p te rs :

S e c t i o n  —. Any R oyal Arch Mason w h o  i s  m o r e  th an  seventy
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years of age, and who has been a  m em ber of some C hap ter of
Royal Arch Masons for a  period aggregating tw enty  one years , 
shall be a life m em ber of the C hapter in w hich he holds m em ber-
ship, and shall be exem pt from dues, e ither to the  C hap ter o r  
G rand C hapter.

The sam e com m ittee m ade th e  following report on th e  force of 
objection to a  candidate, w hich was also adop ted :

4 . The righ t to object to the  adm ission of, or advancem ent of, 
a  candidate is a  personal privilege w hich the objector exercises 
w ithout accountability  to any one. H e cannot be questioned 
regarding h is m otives, and  is not required to prefer charges. The 
language of our Regulations, section 48, strips the  question of all 
the  sentim ental nonsense w ith w hich some have sought to en-
velope it. I t  is the  inalienable r ig h t of th'e m an who is in  to keep 
out the  m an  who is out, as long as he pleases, and  it  is for him  
to settle  w ith his own conscience the righ t and the wrong of the 
m atter. A M ason who interposes a  groundless objection, wrongs 
him self and th e  craft more than  th e  candidate, and one who fails to 
object to an unw orthy applicant is a  cow ard and  a tra ito r to the  
cause. Both m ay inflict irreparab le  in jury  upon th e  craft, b u t 
the  danger is not com parable to th a t which would be done by 
overthrow ing the  fundam ental principle th a t every Mason is ac-
countable to h is  conscience alone in such a m atter.

Companion A. D. Bailey, W aterford, G rand H igh P riest.
J .  L. Pow er, Jackson, G rand Secretary.
Companion Savery once m ore comes to the  front bearing  a  m ost 

excellent repo rt from the com m ittee on C orrespondence. A la-
bam a for 1887 receives fra ternal notice. In  i t  th e  following tr ib -
ute to two of our m ost prom inen t and  honored Com panions :

A ppropriate tribu te  was paid to the  mem ory of th a t grand vet-
eran  in M asonry, Peleg Brown, “ the first am ong his equals ,”  
who had  passed on to the  “ land  of re s t ;”  and  as we pen these 
lines, ju s t one year from to-night from th e date of th is  convoca-
tion , we are rem inded th a t ano ther seat is Vacant, in  th e  G rand 
C hapter of A labam a th a t few Com panions can fill as well as the  
lam ented  Sayre. Brown and Sayre, th e J a e h in a n d  Boaz of the  
Masonic Tem ple of A labam a, have fallen, b u t th e ir  places will 
be filled w ith  workm en good and tru e , th a t w ill uphold th e  b a n -
n er of th e F ra te rn ity an d keep step in th e grand m arch to the
place of wages, refreshm ent and  rest.

M ISSO U RI, MAY, 1 8 8 8 -® 4 1 s t A n n u a l .

T he proceedings from th is G rand C hapter w ere m issed by  us 
las t year, b u t we hail the ir presence now.
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The M. E . G rand H ig h  P riest, R euben B arney, says, th a t 
“ peace and harm ony prevail th roughout our ju risd ic tio n ,”  and 
also, th a t “ the  craft are in  a prosperous and  h ea lth y  cond ition .”

A dispensation for the  form ation of a n e w  C hapter w as issued, 
w hich sen t up such w ork as to w arran t th e  g ran ting  i t  a  charte r.

H e recom m ended th e increase of the salary of th e G rand
Secretary, and this was done, adding $200 yearly  by an  unan i-
m ous vote. H ow strangely  and  lam entably  th is con trasts  w ith 
the stra ined  circum stances of th e  G rand  C hapter of M ississippi ?
B u t th is  G rand  C hap ter has a large cash  balance on hand, 
w hich is constantly increasing.

W illiam  B. W ilson, Cape G irardeau , G rand H ig h  P riest.
W illiam  H . M ayo, St. Louis, G rand Secretary.
Companion Mayo presen ted  an  excellent rep o rt on correspon-

dence, reviewing our proceedings for 1887. H e has compiled the 
b est statistical tab les we have m et w ith , and w hich we would
copy b u t for the  expense. W e feel constrained, how ever, to give 
you an extract from his conclusion, because from th e  sam e S tate  
we were read so effusive a  lecture because of our views on the
saloon question. Vide report on correspondence, 1888, M issouri.

A large m ajority  of the  G rand Officers who preside, and  those 
who w rite reports on correspondence, especially if they  have 
done so for several years , are good, sound, logical writers, who 
understand  and  expound th e  principles of Freem asonry  in an in -
telligent and  creditable m anner. B ut once in a  while we strike  a  
veritable crank or fanatic, who picks up some one subject, or a 
single idea, or becomes wedded to a fad, and a t once constitu tes 
him self a  great reform er, and  flies to the stum p, to the  platform , 
or wields h is pen in  defense of h is particu lar ism , believing th a t 
he  can revolutionise th e  world and cause all m en (and women 
too) to follow his bidding or adopt his narrow -m inded fad of 
m ushroom  grow th. A t one tim e it  is a  particu lar dogma, or sec-
ta rian  belief; then , perhaps, “ Bogus M asonry” th a t  is the  ir r i-
ta ting  subject, b u t the  worst ism  of all, th e  one th a t crops out 
m ore frequently and takes on th e  m ost violent paroxysm s is th e  
“ Tem perance F a d .”  How strange it  is th a t some m en who have 
assum ed th e  obligations of M asonry, who profess to understand 
its tenets, and yet take hold of only one of th e  m any cardinal 
v irtues of our noble O rder and go wild, or tem porarily  insane, 
on the one subject, forgetting, and in m any cases violating, such
tenets as B rotherly  L o v e^ te lie f , and  T ru th , overlooking, and 
even tram pling  under foot, such card inal v irtues as F ortitude, 
P rudence and Justice . The w ritings and harangues of such 
would-be reform ers, as a  ru le , a re  only fit for a salvation arm y 
audience, or a  crowd gathered  from the gu tters an d  slum s of a
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great city, altogether ou t of place and inappropria te  in  a  Lodge
or G rand Lodge, a C hapter or G rand C hapter of Freem asons. 
Our fra tern ity  is to  be congratu lated  on having b u t few of such 
in to lerant bores, and also on the fact th a t they  are soon relegated 
to th e  realm s of oblivion, and F reem asonry m arches on its good 
work of m aking men and com m unities b e tte r for its  existence, 
its  many tenets and  virtues, and  particu larly  its  toleration.

W e also have the proceedings of th is G rand C hapter for 1889, 
held  in A pril, and we have rarely  read w ith more profit and pleas-
ure  any address th an  th a t of th e  G rand H igh P riest, W m. B. 
W ilson. N otw ithstanding the  lim its placed upon us by our finan-
cial condition we will give you a p a rt of i t :

The Suprem e G rand M aster no longer speaks as H e did to
Moses from the burn ing  bush, b u t H e has given us the  moral 
and sp iritual designs, clearly draw n in the  “ Book of th e  L aw ,”  
w hich is the M ason’s guide.

H e has also given us H is Book of N ature, from whose m ysterious 
arches science is unlocking h idden tru th s, with tireless energies 
w hich show th a t in goodness and wisdom God created  all. The 
true  Mason is ever a  searcher after tru th , as well as a  dispenser 
of lig h t; hence, he seeks through science and  revelation th a t 
knowledge w hich will enable h im  to prove h is work by square, 
p lum b-line and level, so th a t it  will be approved by  the Mas'ter 
Overseer. H is moral grandeur and sp iritual purity are developed 
while he is traveling th e  “ rough and rugged road” of life. He 
has seen th e  rough ash ler from the quarries raised, hewn, and 
num bered for its  place in  the p illar of streng th  or beauty. H e 
has seen the “ stone which the builders re jected ,”  recovered from 
the ru ins, and m ade the “ headstone of the  co rner.”

T hus, one by one, the great tru th s  of the  Order have been  un-
folded before h is astonished vision, and the sublim e m oral les-
sons have shown him th a t his body m ust be squared, m arked, 
and num bered  in the  quarries of ea rth , before he can be adm itted  
into  the  Celestial Tem ple, “ th a t house not m ade w ith hands,
eternal in th e  H eavens.”  U nder th e inspiration  of our noble 
craft, he has w rought in telligently w ith crow, pick and spade,
clearing the rubbish from the deen foundations of hum an thought,
and  brought to lig h t m any tre a su re s ; he learns th a t th e  law of 
h is being binds m an to brotherhood, and th a t beyond the portals
of the tom b they are to be reunited  in  the  Celestial Lodge above,
w here th e  designs on th e  trestle  board will be com plete and 
w here th e  Suprem e Grand H . P. of the  U niverse will welcome 
all true com panions. Now the incense of devotion is burning  in 
his true  heart both day and night, while joys’ golden bowl is 
filled to overflowing, as Masonic charity , rad ian t w ith peace and 
p lenty , has dispelled the gloom of strife and w ant. H e finds 
“ M asonry a  beautiful system  of m orals, veiled in allegory and  
illustra ted  by sym bols,”  and  th a t it  has m ade h is  h eart expand
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in benevolence, until, like  the  blue dome and decked canopy of 
heaven, it is universal, and finds its expressions in  b ro th erly  
love, relief and tru th . A lthough the history of the  beginning of 
our noble craft is to some ex ten t unknow n, certain  i t  is, th a t th e  
tru th  of th e  trad itions of the  O rder, is proven by the h isto ry  and 
arch itectu re  of all civilization. T he Nile, E lephan ta , and the 
E ast, as well as Zion, by th e ir m ighty and m arvelous ru ins, are
silent, though faithful w itnesses of m aster workm en, w hose skill
and  fidelity were everyw here in dem and and com m anded m as-
te r s ’ wages. The widow’s son, by h is m atchless a rt and great 
industry , d id  forever se t th e  seal of nobility  on honest, in telligent 
labor. Faithful in the  perform ance of every du ty to fam ily, 
neighbor, country, and God, he exem plified th e  character and 
v irtue of a ju s t and u p rig h t Mason. The past is full of in s tru c-
tion , and  the p resen t is full of encouragem ent. Still, sorrow ’s 
cup is no t em pty. B ereavem ent and d isappointm ent adm onish 
us th a t all m ust travel the  rough and  rugged road w hich none 
seek, b u t all m ust enter. We realize th a t from the checkered 
pavem ent below, to th e  inner arch of th e  sacred tabernacle, th e  
invisible arm  of death  is over a l l ; b u t to the  true  Mason it  has no 
terro r. By faith he has been given to lift th e veil and see the
ligh t beyond, and he knows th a t by the  aid  of the  Lion of th e  
trib e  of Ju d ah , he shall be raised  and exalted  to com panionship 
around the Golden Throne of the G reat I  Am.

One dispensation for a new  ch ap te r was issued, and  th is  re -
ceived its  ch arter a t th is convocation.

A cut rep resen ting th e M asonic H om e of M issouri is found
in th is  pam phlet.

An appropriation  was made for a P . G. H . P riest, now old and 
in w ant. T hus, also, did M ichigan show h er appreciation  of a 
revered destitu te  G rand Officer.

I t  was resolved th a t hereafter no C hapter should  be nam ed 
a fte r any living person.

W e find a complete tab le  of statistics of th e  Royal C raft for the 
U nited  States, w hich we wish we had room to insert in th is report. 
W e would, however, call Companion M ayo’s atten tion  to the fact
th a t if in 1887 the num ber of affiliates was 143,448, an d th e net
gain in  1888 was 4,319, the  m em bership in 1888 should be 147,767, 
and no t 146,414.

Jam es P . Wood, New London, G rand H igh P riest.
W m. H . M ayo, St. Louis, G rand Secretary.
Companion Mayo was again the C orrespondent, and A labam a 

for 1888 receives full notice,
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N EB R A SK A , D EC EM B ER , 1888— 2 2 n d  A n n u a l .

Lucius D. R ichards, G rand H igh P riest, announces “ our o rder 
is a t peace both a t hom e and abroad, and it gives me pleasure to 
report th a t our subordinate C hapters have, during the p ast year, 
enjoyed a fair degree of p rosperity .”

In his address he m akes these p ertin en t re m a rk s :

The true  Mason is he who helps h is Order to effect its great 
purpose The O rder can do nothing by itself a p a rt from its
m em bers. I t  has its  p a r t in  teaching, they  have their p a r t to
do in practicing w hat it teaches, else its  purpose cannot be ac-
com plished. I t is one of G od’s instrum ents in th e world for
doing good. I t  is a force and pow er which when used in inculca-
ting  loving-kindness and charity  will build  up a m onum ent of 
social purity  such as will become the na tion ’s glory.

D ispensations w ere issued authorizing  th e  form ation of three 
new  C hapters, a ll of w hich received charters a t th is Convoca-
tion.

T he G rand L ecturer calls a tten tion  to th e  im perfection of the 
fu rn itu re  of some of the  C hapters, as also to the  need of some 
certa in  guide in th e  work. The com m ittee to whom th is was 
referred recom m ended, and it was adopted—

T hat so much of said address as refers to the characters upon 
th e  “ a rk ,” and also to th e  advisability  of having  a correct 
cipher work prepared, together with so m uch of th e  G rand Lec-
tu re r’s repo rt as refers to th e  sam e subjects, be referred to a 
special com m ittee of three, to report no t la te r th an  the n ex t an-
nual convocation of th is  G rand C hapter.

An appeal to G rand C hap ter for aid  tow ards the Masonic 
H om e was m ade by th e  C hairm an of th e  Com m ittee of the G rand 
Lodge on th a t subject, and G rand C hap ter took $2,000 of the 
stock. To collect as m uch as possible of th e  outstanding indeb t-
edness to ex tinc t C hap ters , the  following was ad o p ted :

Resolved, T h at the dues of any companion rem aining on the 
rolls of our ex tinc t C hapters shall be reduced one half if he ob-
ta ins a  G rand C hap ter certificate of dim ission du ring the year 
ending October 3 1 , 18S9.

By a n  am endm ent to the  C onstitution provision is m ade for a 
perm anent com m ittee to be annually  appointed to codify the  laws
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and decisions. So we presum e each y ear’s proceedings will con-
ta in  all decrees in  force.

C harles A. Holmes, Tecum seh, G rand H igh P riest.
W illiam R. Bowen, O m aha, G rand Secretary.
The report on C orrespondence was m ade by Companion 

Bowen. A labam a for 1887 is found in its  usual place. H e pays 
fitting tr ib u te  to the virtues of our lam ented  G rand Secretary, 
Daniel Sayre.

NEVADA, JU N E , 1838— 15t h  A n n u a l .

»
G rand H igh P riest, R obert L. F u lton , congratu lated  G rand 

C hapter upon the  fact, th a t  though th e  various C hap ters were
active and a t work, no questions had been subm itted  to him  for 
h is  decision. In  th is connection he aptly  s a y s :

The tru th  is th a t in nine cases out of ten an appeal to the
G rand C hapter or G rand Lodge would be unnecessary if it  were 
not desired to m ake a d epartu re  from th e  well established rules 
and principles of th e  Order, and  when we know  so well how d e -
sirable it is to preserve all the  ancient landm arks unim paired , we 
feel th a t th e  efforts p u t forth by some subordinate bodies to ob-
ta in  modifications of them  reflect no credit upon those who so 
constantly m ake them .

H e bem oans the  num ber of non-affiliates and urges C hapters 
to be very careful in the  admission of visitors, and  the  G rand 
C hapter adopted th e following recom m endation of th e comm ittee
on th e  a d d re ss :

W e also recom m end th e  adoption of a  regulation by th is G rand 
C hapter th a t non-affiliates resid ing  w ithin  th e  jurisdiction of th is 
G rand C hapter, be required to pay an am ount equal to the
am ount of dues charged by the  C hapter in the  Ju risd ic tion  of 
w hich they are residing, and if they should fail or refuse to pay
th e  sam e for th ree  m onths, after being notified by th e  Secretary, 
th e  said  non-affiliate shall be deprived  of th e  r ig h t of visitation.

H e urged th e  annual publication of th e  Proceedings instead  of 
b iennially, and the com m ittee on finance recom m ended th e  sam e, 
and th a t th e report on Correspondence shall no t exceed th irty -
two pages. An exc llen t epitome of forty Proceedings was p re -
pared by Companion F ran k  Bell in  n ineteen  pages.

The reason for such stric t economy is apparen t from the report
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on finance, which shows th a t the  expenses in the las t two years 
have exceeded th e revenue by more th an  $450.

The G rand Secretary reported  as having received both re tu rns 
and dues from all th e  C hapters.

The G rand C hapter of New B runsw ick was duly recognized.
Enoch S tro ther, V irginia C ity, G rand H igh P riest.
Chauncey N. N oteware, Carson C ity , G rand Secretary.

N EW H A M PSH IR E , MAY, 1888— 70t h A n n u a l .

T he G rand H igh P riest, Jo h n  F rancis W ebster, declares th a t, 
“ never in th e  h istory  of Freem asonry , has our fra tern ity  been 
m ore prosperous th a n  a t th e  p resen t tim e ;”  and, again, th a t by 
th e  reports of th e  G rand Secretary and G rand  T reasu rer “  i t  will 
be seen th a t our subordinate C hapters are in  a  prosperous condi-
tion.'”

We find th a t th e average m em bership to a C hapter is 120,
C hapters being few b u t strong.

Owing to  the  condition of the  finances a special Convocation 
for th e  exem plification of the work was p reterm itted . R esort 
was had a t the  previous Convocation to an  assessm ent of 15 cents 
to m eet th e  liabilities and expenses of the  G rand C hapter. This 
raised the balance on hand from $76.20 to $303.74. The dues 
were som ew hat increased at th is Convocation.

H arlan  P . Goodrich, Lebanon, G rand H igh P riest.
George P . C leaves, Concord, G rand Secretary.
Companion A lbert S. W ait, P . G. H . P ., again m ade the report 

on Correspondence, no t including A labam a, how ever.

N EW  H A M P S H IR E , MAY, 1889— 7 1 s t  A n n u a l .

The G rand H igh Priest, H arlan  P . Goodrich, also speaks of 
th e “ continued peace and  prosperity”  of thig jurisdiction. The 
tab les show a reasonable am ount of work done, and  the T reas-
u re r’s report shows a constant im provem ent in  the  finances, yet 
the  special Convocation for the  exem plification of the  w ork was 
again deferred th a t the  treasury  m ight be the  b e tte r able to bear 
th e  expense.

The business was purely  local in  character.
N athan P arker H un t, M anchester, G rand H igh Priest,

4
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George Perley Cleaves, Concord, G rand Secretary.
Companion W ait again m ade th e  report on Correspondence, 

th is  tim e em bracing in  it our Proceedings for 1887 and 1888.

N EW  JE R S E Y , MAY, 1889— 3 3 b d A n n u a l .

T he G rand H igh P riest, Leonald L. G rear, gives a p ic tu re  of 
the  prosperous condition of th e  Royal Craft. There came to  h is  
knowledge a  case of duplication of th e  sam e m ark  in  a chapter, 
and th inks th a t G rand C hapter should m ake some provision for 
preventing a recurrence of the  sam e in  the  fu tu re . The com -
m ittee to w hich th is  was referred provided th a t hereafter th e  
secretary of the  chap te r should “ refuse to record a duplicate of 
any m ark  already recorded.”

H e uses in h is address th is lan g u ag e :

Is  it suprising th a t, w hen inform alities are induged in , C hap-
ters should be used m erely as stepping-stones for h ig h er deg rees; 
th a t Companions receiving degrees should fail to have any in ter-
est aw akened or desire to  a tten d  th e  regu lar convocations to see 
degrees com m unicated or to elect officers to perpetuate  or con-
tinue such irregu larities.

T ruly, m y Com panions, d ea th  is preferable to dishonor, and  
such C hapters h ad  far b e tte r lapse into  e ternal dorm ancy and  
court oblivion th a n  stoop to d isrepu tab le  practiees. In  view of 
th is condition of affairs, I strongly advise th a t th e  G rand C hapter 
take action tending  to the discontinuance of th is evil.

The evil alluded to is gathered  from the following report of th e  
com m ittee on this su b jec t:

Y our com m ittee on C onstitutions respectfully report th a t we
have carefully considered the  m atters  referred to us by the G rand 
C hapter, and are of opinion th a t th e  esoteric ritu a l of th e  C ap it-
ular Degrees should, in all cases, be delivered from m em ory, and
th a t all o ther m eans of rendering  the  same in  th e  w ork of th e  
C hapter are ir re g u la r ; and  we therefore recom m end the  p rohib i-
tion  thereof.

The financial condition of G rand C hapter is good; increase in  
m em bership , slight.

N a th an  Y. Compton, R ahw ay, G rand H igh P riest.
George B. E dw ards, Jersey  C ity, G rand Secretary.
Companion H enry  V ehslage was th e review er, hav ing  under

notice our proceedings for 1888. T ribute is pa id  by him  to the 
m em ory of our la te  G rand Secretary, Daniel Sayre, H e closes 
h is  review as fo llow s:
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W e have reached the end of the  p leasan t labor assigned us. I t  
has been a  delight to ga ther th e  gems of thought found in the 
various records of proceedings, and  com bine th em  so th a t th e ir  
sparkle and  radiance shall gladden all who read. And for th is 
class the resum e of th e  work of the year will also show th a t C apit-
u la r M asonry is prospering, even though some ou ts tand ing  differ-
ences of opinion still continue.

N EW  Y O RK , F E B R U A R Y , 1889—9 2 n d  A n n u a l .

G rand H ig h  P riest W illiam  Sherer, after a  fitting tribu te  to the  
long list of distinguished dead, says th a t, “ the condition of the  
R oyal C raft is most satisfactory ,”  and “ a great m any of the 
C hapters have accom plished an unusual am ount of w ork .” The
G rand Secretary  reports a n e t increase in  num bers of 41. There 
w ere exalted  during  th e  yeor no less th a n  1,003; affiliated 68; 
an d  against th is  la s t we find th e  d im itted  num bered 281. There 
were resto red  133, and  suspended 609. These figures show th a t 
in m any instances th e  capitu lar degrees were only a  stepping 
stone to becom ing the p lum ed K nigh t. F uss and  feathers will 
have th e ir a ttrac tion  for m en as well as women. Total R . A. 
M asons 15,366.

T he C raft is congratu lated  upon th e  general uniform ity of w hat 
is also styled good and efficient work.

G. H . P riest says w hat should rejoice all M asons :

I know you will all rejoice w ith me at the n ear approach of an
event which should cause th e  heart of every true  com panion to 
b eat w ith joy and  gladness. The deb t on the  H all has been ex -
tinguished, a  site for th e  Masonic H om e has been selected, and  
a t no d is tan t day we shall a tta in  th e  object for w hich we have so 
long and  arduously labored—the erection and  com pletion of an  
edifice th a t shall be a refuge for th e  widow and th e  orphan, and  an 
institu tion  for th e  care and  support of the  dependent and  needy 
b ro ther. I t  is a  m atte r of congratulation th a t we are to-day so 
n ear th e  realization of our hopes, and a  cause of thankfulness 
th a t th e  shaping of our ideal dream  into a tangib le, practical 
reality  will soon be accom plished. W hen th a t happy  day shall 
daw n, then in tru th  w ill blessed C harity  abide w ith  us, and M a-
sonry tak e  its  stan d  upon a  broader and  a h igher p lane in  the 
g rea t Ju risd iction  of New Y ork.

A nd Companion Ogden, for the com m ittee on Correspondence, 
of th is  also s a y s :

I t  is th e  consum m ation of a glorious enterprise, having  its  in -
ception m any years ago, and , we th in k , in  th e G rand C hapter,
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but m ainly moved forward to completion with th e  assistance of 
all branches of the  F ra tern ity , by the  G rand Lodge of the  S tate, 
w hich, after all, is th e solid rock upon w hich all rest upon a safe
and secure base. The Tem ple now stands in  the  centre of th e  
g reat M etropolitan C ity  of the  continent, a  hom e and m eeting 
place for its Masons num bered by the  thousands, full of w ealth , 
en terprise  and intelligence, and out from w hich will go forth an  
annual and an am ple stipend to support and m ake com fortable 
th e  widows and to educate the o rphans of Masons w ithin the  
S tate, and th u s it  becom es the crow ning glory of F reem asonry  in
th e  S tate of New Y ork.

W e find th a t the  expenditures som ew hat exceeded the revenue, 
so says th e table of receipts and  expenditu res, yet there is a good 
safe balance on hand.

R ichard  H . P ark er, Syracuse, G rand H igh P riest.
C hristopher G. Fox, Buffalo, G rand Secretary.
The report on correspondence is opened by Companion Darius 

A. Ogden, w ith a review of th is G rand C hapter from its incep-
tion, and a  slight allusion to the storm y days of th e  anti-m asonic 
political excitem ent. A labam a for 1887 receives full notice. 
Com m enting on Companion Screws’ address he m ade the  follow-
ing re m a rk s :

Recognizing th e  g rea t im portance of a system  of official v isita-
tion, the G rand H igh P riest expresses th e  hope “ th a t in  ano lher 
year we will be in such a condition, financially, th a t th e officers
will be enabled to visit every C hapter in th e  S ta te .”  If  such a 
th in g  can be done no wiser suggestion could be m ade, nor in 
practice could any th ing  be be tte r or more practically  useful. I t  
w ould encourage the C raft, stim ulate to  activity and produce 
lasting  good effects.

NORTH CAROLINA, M A \r , 1889— 41s t  A n n u a l .

G. IL. P . George H . Bell, wrote his address under feelings of
despondency such as nearly  overw helm ed us w hen commencing 
our repo rt a year or two ago, and  w hat a tten d an t circum stances 
have not y e t en tire ly  rem oved. H e like ourself would like to 
know  th e  cause or causes of the  decadence of R . A. M asonry in 
th e  extrem e south. H e th u s sp e a k s :

Companions, I  ask  you to  look a t  th e  records of our las t G rand 
C hapter and note th e d ecay ; th ere  you will find th a t th ere  have 
been fifty C hapters organized in th e State, and out of th a t num -
ber only fifteen  appear to have any life at all, and some of them
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are only existing. W h at is the  cause of th is ?—for there certain ly  
is a  cause, and the  sooner we get a t the root of th is  deadly malady 
the  b e tte r i t  will be for us.

W hy are th e  m eetings of the Subordinate C hapters so poorly 
a ttended ? E ach C hapter has some special reason w hich it would 
offer; bu t I  am  convinced th a t there  are some evils w hich are 
general—some aggravating sores, w hich, if not soon cauterized, 
will sap the life out of our beloved O rder in th is S tate.

There was, how ever, a m oderate grow th in  the  chap ters, n o t-
w ithstanding  the G rand Secretary com plains as follows :

I  reg re t th a t special efforts on my part during th e  year to re -
v ive dorm ant C hapters w ere not successful.

The G. PI. P riest recom m ended the  division of the  S tate into 
d istricts, and th e  appoin tm ent of a L ecturer for each district. 
W e do not find th a t any th ing  was done about it.

A t the last annual convocation a  com m ittee was appointed to 
report upon the  advisability  of holding the  session bi-ennially , 
in stead  of annually . T his com m ittee sim ply asked to be dis-
charged from th e  fu rther consideration of the subject. T his ends 
th a t m atter.

T he G rand C hapter of New B runsw ick received recognition.
M orris M. K atz, W ilm ington, G rand H igh P riest.
Donald W. Bain, R aleigh, G rand Secretary.
C om panion Jam es Southgate, P. G. H . P riest, m ade the  report 

on correspondence, reviewing A labam a for 1887 and 1888. I t  be-
ing la te to-night, the p rin t being exceedingly fine is try in g to our
eyes. Y et, we cannot forbear expressing our deep sym pathy 
over his bereavem ent, for we b u t as yesterday m ourned over the 
sam e loss as one not to be comforted.

OHIO, OCTOBER, 1 88 8 — 7 2 n d  A n n u a l .

T he G rand H igh P riest, W illiam  B. H illm an, during the year 
found it necessary to grapple w ith th e C erneau m onster, and in
some C hapters to a ttem pt to strangle it. This he did by declar-
ing the election of those belonging to th a t system  to the offices of 
these  C hap ters null and  void, and  ordering new elections. In  
one instance, how ever, these resorted  to the  civil courts to obtain  
an order res tra in ing  him . This case is still pending. H e recom-
m ended th a t G rand C hap ter pass an edict to expel all such 
from th e  C hapter and from R . A. M asonry. The com m ittees
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(for it  was referred to two jointly) to whom these were referred 
how ever, say th a t “ the  jo in t com m ittee therefore report th e ir 
inab ility  to approve th e  action of th e  M. E . G rand H igh  P r ie s t.”  
T heir conclusion is based upon two decisions previously m ade,
w hich require  th a t charges should be m ade, a  tria l had , and upon 
these only can an installation  be stopped. “ The control over 
th e  actions of subordinate C haptera in  such m atters should be 
confined to th e  exercise of ap pella te  supervision .”

H e is u rgent in pressing upon th e  com panions the  necessity of 
providing a M asonic H om e, and shows how easily th is  could be 
accom plished if each companion w ith in  the jurisdiction would 
only subm it to a  tax  of b u t fifty cents annually. U nfortunately  
th a t little  word if stands in  the  way. There is no doubt th a t 
could th is  be accom plished, in  the very near fu ture th e re  m ight 
be provided am ple accom modation for the  w orthy destitu te  in  
every jurisdiction.

The cash balance is large, and  annually  increasing.
T here are 164 C hapters, 11 ,151  m em bers; increase during the  

year, 325.

Jam es W. Iredell, J r . ,  C incinnati, G rand High, P riest.
N at H . W att, Chillicothe, G rand Secretary.
Companion Graff M. Acklin m ade th e  repo rt on C orrespond-

ence, in  which A labam a for 1887 appears. In  th is  he well re -
m ark s in reference to G rand H igh P riest Screw s’ observation
th a t m em bers are in  too great a  hu rry  to a ttend  th e  G rand 
C h a p te rs :

If the represen tatives of subordinate C hapters do not take
sufficient in terest in  th e  welfare of C apitular M asonry to  a ttend  
the  Convocations of th e  G rand C hapter, we do not w onder a t the 
w an t of prosperity .

OREGON, JU N E , 1889— 2 9 t h  A n n u a l .

W e have th is  year no t sim ply the report on Correspondence as 
w as the  case la s t year, b u t the  proceedings also, for w hich we 
are thankful, for always are to be found among our Com panions 
of th is  far off jurisd iction  pluck, energy and zeal. G rand H igh 
P riest P a tton , our esteem ed friend and quondam  reporter of the 
Craft, says: “  I  am pleased to report th a t the  condition of th e
various C hapters throughout the jurisdiction betokens advance-
m en t.”
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C hapters, 21; m em bership , 851; increase, 32.
T he G rand H igh P riest refused two applications for dispensa-

tions to  confer the  degrees out of tim e, and s a y s :

This application, like th e  former, was also denied. There may 
be, and doubtless are, instances w here th is  prerogative of the  
G rand H igh P riest could be exercised w ith  beneficial resu lts , bu t
th e  prom iscuous granting  of dispensations, in nine cases out of 
ten , a re  productive of m ore harm  than  good. I t  is far be tte r for 
all concerned th a t the law should be respected th an to be set 
aside. All petitioners should be served alike—no favoritism  
should be shown. W e are among those who believe th a t cases 
of actual em ergency justifying the exercise of th is  official prerog-
ative, are very rare , and th a t the  best in terests  of the  Craft de-
m and greater caution in  its use.

H e does no t like th e  system  of G rand L ecturers, and  th inks 
th a t it has proved a failure in Oregon. A resolution to am end
th e  C onstitu tion by strik ing  out “ L ectu rer”  was m ade, b u t the 
G rand C hap ter rejected it, although it  provided th a t th is  officer 
should receive no pay from th e  G rand C hap ter treasury .

The cash balance is reported  by G rand T reasu rer to be $1,271 
against $121 a t la s t report.

Donald M ackay, P o rtland , Grand H igh P riest.
E . P . E arh art, Portland, G rand Secretary.
This la tte r, though necessarily  absent, was re-elected, on mo-

tion , by acclam ation. H e m ade th e  report on Correspondence, 
review ing A labam a for 1888 in  it. H ere we no longer h ead  the 
list, b u t are m ade to yield th e  first place to A rkansas. In  it he 
alludes to our prom ise to  m eet Companion P atto n  in  A tlanta. 
W e reg re t m uch w hat we lost, b u t we w ent there a t th e  tim e in 
October, and would have been  th e re  in Novem ber had  no t a 
severe a ttack  of sickness prevented. W e w rote Comp. P ., and 
hope he got it.

W e agree w ith w hat he says of the  value of reports on C or-
respondence, and bear testim ony to th e ir v a lu e :

I t was in  these earlier days th a t we learned the value of these 
reports. W e were privileged to read  them  for m any years. The 
valuable instruction  they  furnished gave in telligent direction to 
th e  efforts of our m asonic pioneers, and  we believe th a t the  pres-
en t excellent standing of th e  C raft in  Oregon is largely due to 
these instructive  reports on Correspondence of siste r jurisd ic-
tions, and bear cheerful testim ony to th e ir  value. W e sincerely 
regret th a t  these reports are no t in  the  convenient reach  of every 
M ason.
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PENN SYLV AN IA , D EC EM B ER , 1888— 9 4 t h A n n u a l .

T he routine business of th is G rand C hapter is attended  to  a t 
the various quarterly Com m unications, a t each of w hich the e x -
emplification of one of the  degrees takes place. A t th a t of Ju n e
7th, 1888^ there  is a  report of th e  Comm ittee on Jurisp rudence, 
from which we ex trac t the  following, showing the Pennsylvania 
law  on th e  subject of C hapter jurisdiction :

Y our Committee deem it proper to  say a t th is  tim e th a t the 
G rand C hapter, by its C onstitution, and decisions of its G rand
H igh P riests , has tim e and again decided th a t no C hapter can 
claim sole jurisdiction of any candidate. T hat a  cand ida te  is at
liberty to apply to any C hapter w ith in the jurisdiction of the
G rand C hapter of Pennsylvania, and th a t the  inquiry  as to M a-
sonic objection to a C hap ter receiving the petition, is one m erely 
as to his being under the tongue o f good Masonic report, and as to
h is character as a m an and a Mason. T hat is th e  only th ing to 
b e  considered when th e  C hap ter is acting upon th e  inquiry.

A t the  quarterly  Comm unication of D ecem ber 6th , th e  election 
took place, a t w hich Jam es S. B arber was m ade M. E . G rand 
H igh  P riest, and  C harles E . M eyer, G rand  Secretary. T hen a t 
th e  annual held  on 27th day of D ecem ber, 1888 , th e  re tiring  
G rand H igh P riest delivered h is address. In  i t  he finds fault 
w ith  th e  fact th a t some of the  C hapters have been gu ilty  of 
“ com m unicating”  some of th e  degrees in stead  of conferring 
them , it  being a  short and  quick way of getting th rough  w ith  the 
work.

H e objects to to th e use of the word subordinates as applied by
G rand C hapters to th e  C hapters, and  suggests as better and  m ore 
correct constituents, for he says :

Our C hapters are not th e subordinates of th is G rand C hapter,
b u t they are its  com ponent p a rts , am enable to  its  Constitution 
and edicts w hich they  them selves have estab lished . I  would 
strike the word subordinate from our C onstitu tion and substitu te  
constituent. A nd the constituent C hapters have certain  in h e r-
en t rights w hich it is not in  the  power of any G rand C hap ter to 
rem ove, or even abridge. P rincipal among these  is the  righ t to 
assem ble in regular and special m ee tin g s; to  select th e ir own 
m em bers, and to require them  to  contribute to th e ir su p p o r t; to 
place any one or num ber of them  on tr ia l on charges preferred, 
and  to pronounce sentence in  case of conviction ; to select and  
install the ir own officers; and  to  send represen tatives to  th e  
G rand C hapter, and to in s tru c t them .
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H e claims to have travelled in  th e discharge of his official 
duties since his connection w ith G rand C hapter, more than  32,000 
m iles.

H is successor, Companion Jam es S. B arber, gives u tterance to 
a feeling of pardonable pride in the fact th a t th is is the o ldest
G rand C hap ter in  A merica.

H e regrets th a t—

T here is a growing tendency to m odernize M asonry, to change
th e  q uain t old language of the ritual of our P ennsylvania work, 
and m ake it conform more nearly to th a t of o ther jurisdictions.

The R eport on Correspondence is again from th e  pen of Com-
panion Samuel H arper, and  it  is also h is last. F o r since th is 
com m unication he  has been called hence to the  realization of the 
joys and rew ards a tten d an t upon a  w ell-spent life, to the Celestial 
Lodge above “ w here the wicked cease from troubling and th e
w eary shall find re s t.”  Peace to h is ashes. From  th is  report, 
w hich review s A labam a for 1887, we will give entire his argu-
m en t to show th a t one m ade a Mason in  a Lodge is ipso facto  
m ade a m em ber of the  Lodge in full, because it  is a  po in t for 
w hich we have alw ays contended and  alm ost on the same 
grounds. If  of a  Lodge, the sam e of a  C hapter. This question 
m ay arise in our jurisdiction, and, besides, it  is in teresting  
historically.

M A IN E , M A S S A C H U S E T T S , M A R Y L A N D .

W e have reserved as a  special topic th e  question propounded 
by us in our review of M assachusetts in  1886, “ How a Lodge can 
m ake one a m em ber of the  F ra te rn ity  and  not m ake him  a mem-
b e r of th e Lodge,” because it has resulted in having th e lances
of Comps. Drum m ond, D adm un and  Schultz leveled a t us, and 
we have concluded to say w hat we have to  say not in  review  of 
e ith e r of th e jurisdictions w hich they represent. No one as fully
realizes as we do th a t we are involved in  a  struggle th a t seems 
hopeless, for am ong th e  correspondents no stronger combination 
of three can be formed, and it may appear to the quiet observer
th a t we have too much tem erity  in  standing  up alone to do b a ttle  
w ith  th is h o s t ; bu t as we are resolved not to  tu rn  our back though 
“ three assail” us, we propose to subm it our side of the question,
backed by such authority  as we are satisfied will convince every 
one, our antagonists included, th a t we are right.

The question stated  above was based upon th e  clause in  the  
form of petition used in  Pennsylvania, w hich reads, “ The u n -
dersigned respectfully prays th a t he m ay be in itia ted  into the
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m ysteries of Freem asonry and become a member o f your W orship-
fu l Lodge.” We argued th a t “ when the candidate is in itiated , he 
becomes a  m em ber of the F ra te rn ity  and th e  Lodge a t the  same 
instan t.”

Comp. D rumm ond in  quoting our question in  1887 says, “ th a t 
i t  was done in  Maine from 1769 to ten  years a g o ; th a t it is now 
done in  M assachusetts, and has been from a tim e anterior to the 
existence o f a chartered Lode in  Pennsylvania. No Mason becam e 
a m em ber of a Lodge, w hether m ade in th a t Lodge or ano ther,
u n til he was proposed and  elected after he becam e a  M ason. In  
h is  report for 1888 he substan tia lly  repeats th is  language and 
adds, “ We apprehend th a t th is will be found to be an instance in 
w hich an innovation in  one jurisd iction  is not an  innovation in 
an o th e r,”  from w hich we are to infer th a t the  p a r t of th e  clause 
in  our petition relating  to m em bership  in  th e  Lodge is an “ inno-
v ation .”

Comp. D adm un in  h is review  for 1887, gives th e  M assachusetts 
rule as sta ted  by Drum m ond, and th en  in high glee gives w hat 
he calls “ Pennsylvania versus P ennsy lvan ia ,”  consisting of a 
provision of our A him an Rezon of 1783, w hich he assum es to 
establish  th e  fact th a t a t th a t tim e in itia tion  into the m ysteries of 
Freem asonry  in P ennsylvania did no t include m em bership  in  th e  
Lodge We will have occasion to refer to th is au thority  la te r on, 
w hen it  will clearly appear th a t it proves th e  contrary.

Comp. Schultz in  his report for 1887 s a y s :—

“ We consider th e  clause ‘th a t he m ay become a  m em ber of 
your honorable Lodge’ in  the  app lican t’s petition an  innovation. 
I t is no t in any of th e old forms th a t we have seen, and we m uch
question w hether i t  is used in any o ther jurisd iction  in th is 
coun try .”

In  our report las t year we referred to our A him an Rezon of 
1825, Sickles’ G eneral A himan Rezon (New Y ork) and  S tew art’s 
F reem ason’s M anual ( Delaware an d V irginia), in all of which
th e  clause as to m em bership is given, “ to show th a t the  clause 
has the  dignity  of some age, and  th a t it is used in o ther ju ris -
dictions th a n  Pennsylvania. We reg re t to  say th a t no tw ithstand-
ing th is  very explicit sta tem ent of our purpose in  referring to 
these  au thorities, the  Com panion in  his reply, in 1888, says, th a t 
i t  was to  show th a t th e  clause was “ not an innovation .”  I t  is 
n o t p leasant to call atten tion  to such instances of unfairness.

As we pass along we desire to notice th a t w hile Com ps. D rum -
mond and D adm un state , th a t from a rem ote period in  th e  la s t 
century  down to recen t years the  practice in  Maine and M assa-
chusetts was th a t in itation m erely m ade one a  m em ber of the  
F ra te rn ity , and th a t to become a m em ber of a Lodge he had  to 
m ake another petition an d  again subm it to  the ordeal of b a llo t; 
n either of them  sustains his allegation by a particle of evidence, 
and  as neither of them  is old enough to say from personal know l-
edge w hat the  practice was earlier th an  our A himan Rezon of
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1825, m uch less “ from a tim e anterior to th e existence of a c h a r-
tered  Lodge in P ennsy lvan ia ,”  we beg to be excused from taking  
th e ir  naked word for it, m ore especially as we do not believe th a t 
th e sta tem en t can be supported by facts.

The principal difficulty w ith these th ree Com panions is th a t  
th ey  do no t appreciate th e  fact th a t originally th e re  was no 
petition either w ritten or p rin ted , and th a t if there is any “ inno-
v a tio n ,”  i t  consists in th e  petition  itself, and  no t in th e  p rayer of 
it. The earliest practice was for a  m em ber of a  Lodge to propose 
h is friend  to be m ade a Mason ; there  was no form for such pro-
position, and  th e  old records of Lodges only give us the  w otds in 
w hich the  Secretaries recorded it. W e can not accept such evi-
dence as conclusive.

H ow ever th a t m ay be, and  to get a t the  m arrow of th e  question, 
we now say th a t if the position assum ed by Drum m ond and Dad- 
m un be correct, it  follows th a t th e  old practice of the ir jurisd ic-
tions was “ an innovation ,”  and th a t P ennsylvania has steadilv
adhered to th e  old ways, except so far as adopting a  form of a
petition, w hich we comm end to Schultz as among th e  oldest if no t
the oldest know n to th e  Craft.

F irst we will consider D adm un’s “ Pennsylvania versus P en n -
sy lvan ia ,”  in  w hich he partially qaoted Section IV  of our A him an 
Kezon of 1783:—

“ Every  person desirous of being m ade a F ree  M ason in any 
Lodge shall be proposed by a m em ber thereof who shall give an
account of th e  candidate’s nam e, age, quality , title , trade, place 
of residence, description of h is  person, and  o th er necessary
requisites, as m entioned in the  foregoing sections.”

There is more of it, b u t th is  covers the  quotation used by Comp. 
D adm un to show th a t under P ennsy lvan ia  law , the  candidate 
was only m ade a Mason, and not a m em ber of the Lodge. Our
opinion is th a t the phrase , “ being m ade a F ree  M ason in  any 
Lodge,”  includes being m ade a m em ber of th e  Lodge, notw ith-
stand ing Comp. D .’s com m ent:—

“ No w ritten or p rin ted  petition was used, b u t th e  candidate 
was verbally ‘proposed,’ and proposed to be ‘m ade a  Free M ason,’ 
m em bersh ip  in  Lodge not included.”

In  th e  preceding section, w hich it is well to observe is one of 
those upon which Section IV  is based, and  to which th e  quotation 
from it refers, treats, among o ther th ings, of th e  qualifications of 
candidates. We quote:—

“ We speak n ex t of the  external qualities, and  th e  steps to  be 
pursued, in order to obtain  initia tion and admission into a  duly 
w arran ted  Lodge of A ncient Y ork M asons.

“ Be it know n to you th en , in the first place, th a t no person is
capable of becoming a member o f such a Lodge, unless (in addition
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to  the  qualities and  virtues m entioned above, or a t leas t a d ispo-
sition and capacity  to seek and acquire them ), he is also ‘free 
born , of m ature an d  d iscreet age.’ * * * *
E v ery  person desiring admission  m ust also be uprigh t in  body, 
not deformed or dism em bered, a t the time o f making, but of h a le  
and entire lim bs, as a M an ought to be.

“ T hus, you see, a  stric t (although private and im partia l) 
enquiry will be m ade into  your character and  ability  before you 
can be admitted into any Lodge; and by the ru les of M asonry, no 
friend, who m ay wish to  propose you, can show you any favor in  
th is  respect. B ut if you have a friend who is a  M ason, and is 
every way satisfied in these various points and  particu lars, his 
duty  is described as follows, viz :—

“ Sect. IV . Concerning th e  proposing n e w  M e m b e r s  in  a 
Lodge.” *

Then follows the clause we have given above as quoted by 
Comp. D adm un, w hich when taken  w ith  the context as we have 
quoted it, if it does not mean th a t when a  candidate was m ade a 
Mason in  the Lodge, he was not also made a m em ber of th e  Lodge, 
we will have to confess th a t we we have no skill in com prehend-
ing  th e  E nglish  language.

B ut there is m ore of Section IV .

“ H aving shown th a t a  stric t enquiry  will be m ade into your 
character, justice requires th a t you should also be advised to be 
alike circum spect on your side, and to m ake enquiry in to the 
character of the Lodge into which you desire admission. * * ”

“ You m ay also request the perusal of the bye-laws *
* * also a list of th e  m em bers of the L o d g e; by all

w hich you will be th e  be tte r able to judge w hether you would 
choose to associate with them, and submit to be comformable to their
rules."

Section I, of C hapter I I , is entitled “ Concerning a Lodge and
its  G overnm ent.”  The second paragraph  r e a d s :—

“ The qualities requisite in those who are to be adm itted  as mem-
bers of a Lodge have been tully m entioned n the foregoing chap-
te r ;  and  it  is only necessary to rep ea t here  in general th a t they  
are to be ‘m en of good report, free-born, of m ature age, hale  and  
sound, not defer m ed a t th e  tim e of th e ir m aking, and  no woman 
or eunuch .’ ”

There are o ther clauses of sim ilar im port, b u t we have given 
enough to show th a t th e  au thority  used by Comp. D adm un in  his 
celebrated cause of “ Pennsylvania versus P ennsy lvan ia ,” h a ' 
“ vanished into th in a ir ,”  and th a t judgm ent m ust be entered  for
the  defendant. We claim  first blood. One of our antagonists is
considerably weakened, and  our courage has coriespondingly 
increased.

W e have some evidence, we th in k , th a t tends to show th a t
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before there  ever was a Lodge in  America outside of Pennsy lvan ia , 
in the oldest known Lodge, St. Jo h n ’s of P hiladelph ia , w hen a
candidate was made a Mason he becam e a t once a m em ber of 
th e  Lodge. L iber B, now well know n to the Craft, contains the  
accounts of the Lodge and its m em bers, beginning Ju n e 24, 1731.
In  the  first n ine accounts of mi m bers there  is no m ention of a 
fee of any kind, bu t in the  ten th , B E N J. FR A N K L IN E  is 
charged with the rem ainder of h is “ £3 en tran ce .”  This occurs 
in o ther cases, and  still o thers in w hich the candidate becam e a 
m em ber after the  opening of L iber B the  m em ber is charged w ith 
th e  whole “ en tran ce ,”  show ing as we contend th a t th e  one 
“ en tran ce”  of th ree  pounds included in itiation and m em bership, 
or in o th er words entrance into the Lodge. We are strengthened 
in-th is by the  fact th a t John  Newingham (No 27) under date  of 
N ovem ber 5, 1733, was charged “ To m oneys as Rule for being 
rec’d a memb’r o f this Lodge and for a  propriety  to our Stock 
£  2.0.0,” showing th a t there  was a m anifest difference betw een 
“ en tran ce ,” and “ being received a m em ber of th is Lodge.” 
N ewingham  had  evidently  been a Mason som ewhere else and 
came to St. Jo h n ’s Lodge as such. No sim ilar charge is to be 
found in th e  account of any other m em ber, and i t  is safe to 
assum e th a t his was the only instance of affiliation during the 
period em braced in the book.

Our antagonists m ay say th a t there is still room for the theory
th a t the  m em bers of St. J o h n ’s Lodge w ere first m ade M asons 
and then petitioned to become and were elected m em bers. There 
is , how ever, nothing in th e book to support such a theory, and
as th e  theory is opposed to the  law  of 1783 to which Comp. Dad- 
mun appealed, and  as th e re  is no evidence th a t th e  A him an 
Rezon of 1783 changed th e law as it existed before,, we are justified
in saying th a t th e  practice in  Pennsy lvan ia  from 1730 to the 
p resen t tim e has been in harm ony w ith an unchanged law.

B ut w hat says the  old law ? I t  is alw ays wise to consult the 
“ Old R egulations,”  compiled from “ the ancient records and im -
m em orial usages of th e  F ra te rn ity ,”  to ascertain  w hether any 
of our p resen t custom s are “ innovations”  or not. L et us q u o te :—

IV . No Lodge shall make m ore than  five new brethren a t  one 
tim e, etc.

I t  is “ b re th re n ,”  no t “ M asons.”

“ V. No m an can be made, or adm itted , a member of a particular 
Lodge, w ithout previous notice one m onth before given to th e  said 
Lodge,” etc.

There can be no doubt about th is language; “made a member 
of a particu lar Lodge” is ju s t as clearly  expressed as “admitted a
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member of a particu lar L o d g e i t  is no t only negative language, 
b u t th e  phrase is in th e  d isjunctive, “ made or adm itted .”

L et us go a step fu rther, for, as Comp. D adm un is wont to say, 
th is is becom ing in teresting .

“ V I. B ut no m an  can be entered a brother in  any particular 
Lodge, or adm itted  to be a m em ber thereof, w ithout the  u n an i-
mous consent of all the m em bers of th a t  Lodge, then  p resent, 
when the candidate is proposed, and  their consent is form ally 
asked by th e  M aster; and  they  are to signify the ir consent or 
d issen t in th e ir own pruden t way, e ither v irtually  or in  form, b u t 
w ith  unanim ity. Nor is th is in h eren t privilege subject to a  d is-
pensation, because the m em bers of a particu lar Lodge are the  best 
judges of i t ; and i f  a fractious member should be imposed on themi it 
m ight spoil the ir harm ony, or h inder th e ir freedom , or even break 
and disperse th e  L odge; w hich ought to be avoided by all good 
and true b re th ren .”

H ere “ entered a b ro th er” and “ or adm itted  a m em ber” are 
separate and distinct term s, and  it  is provided th a t “ no m an can 
be entered  a b ro ther in a  particu lar Lodge” by v irtue of a  d is-
pensation in order th a t a “ fractious member” m ay not be im posed 
upon the  Lodge. If ‘‘entered a b ro th er,”  m eant sim ply m aking a 
M ason, w hether done by dispensation or by consent of th e  m em -
bers of the  Lodge, th e re  would be no danger of im posing on th e  
Lodge a  “ fractious member.”

“ V III . No set or num ber of b re th ren  shall w ithdraw , or sep -
ara te  them selves from th e  Lodge in which they were made brethren,
or were afterw ards adm itted m em bers, unless the  Lodge becomes 
too n u m ero u s; nor even then , w ithout a  d ispensation  from  the 
G rand M aster or h is Deputy. And when they  are th u s separated, 
they m ust e ither immediately join them selves to such o ther Lodge 
as they shall like best, w ith the unanim ous consent of th a t o ther
Lodge to w hich thev  go (as above regulated) or else they  m ust 
obtain the G rand M aster’s w arran t to join in form ing a new 
Lodge.”

In  connection w ith th is  R egulation, th e  th ird  of th e  A ncient 
Charges is im portan t.

“ A Lodge is a  place w here Masons assem ble and w o rk : H ence 
th a t assem bly, or duly organized Society of M asons, is called a 
Lodge, and every brother ought to belong to one, and  to be subject to 
its  by-laws, and th e  general regulations. I t is e ither particu lar 
or general, and will be best understood by a ttending  it, and by the 
regulations of the  general or G rand Lodge hereun to  annexed. In  
ancient tim es no Master or Fellow could be absent fro m  it, especially 
w here w arned to a p p e tr  a t it, w ithout incurring  a severe censure, 
u n til it appear to  th e  M aster and W ardens th a t pure  necessity  
h indered  him .
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“ The persons admitted members o f a Lodge m ust be good and
true  m en, free born, and of m ature and discreet age, no bondm en, 
no women, no im m oral or scandalous m en, b u t of good rep o rt.”

We have not exhausted the subject, nor is it necessary to do s o ;
we have gathered together enough of th e  Ancient Charges and 
R egulutions w hich were compiled for, and  approved by th e  first 
G rand Lodge in the world, and w hich prove to a dem onstration
th a t w hen a m an was in itia ted  or entered in  a Lodge, th e  law of 
th e  Craft m ade h im  a m em ber of the  Lodge a t once. I t  made it  
obligatory upon every Mason to be a m em ber of a Lodge, and no
one was allowed to w ithdraw  from h is Lodge w ithout consent of 
th e  G rand M aster or his Deputy. W hen w ithdraw n the duty  was 
im perative to immediately join ano ther Lodge or join in forming a
new one. If  there  was no o ther law on the subject than  R egula-
tion V III , and the th ird  of th e  A ncient Charges, i t  would be im -
possible to believe for an  in s tan t th a t the Craft had  either adopted 
or practised a system  w hich resu lted  in  m aking unaffiliated 
M asons, leaving them  at liberty  to become m em bers of a p articu -
lar Lodge or not. Such a th ing  is not to be though t of, nor can a 
single word be found in th e  Old R egulations to justify it.

There is no room to doubt th a t the  Lodges under the jurisdiction 
of the  G rand Lodge of England followed the system  so clearly laid 
down in  th e  R egulations and  Charges. N ine years after the com-
pilation of the  law , arid seven years after its  publication, St.
Jo h n ’s Lodge and o thers were in  existence in P ennsylvania. I t  
is safe to say th a t they  practiced and followed the  sam e system  ;
indeed, L iber B clearly shows th a t such was the case with St. 
J o h n ’s. As P ennsylvania has continued from 1730 to th e  p resent 
tim e to m ake Lodge m em bership an inciden t of in itia tion , it is not 
correct to charge us with “ innovotion” in aserting  th e  phrase , 
“ and become a m em ber of your W orshipful Lodge,”  w hen a form 
of petition was adopted.

If M assachusetts on th e  form ation of h e r first Lodge, several 
years after th e  introduction and establishm ent of Freem asonry  in  
P ennsy lvan ia , adopted and practised th e  system  of m aking un- 
afiiliated M asons, it  was not simply an  “ innovation”  upon, b u t a  
violation of, th e  law received from the G rand Lodge of E ngland, 
and the  sam e m ust be said of M aine if th e  sam e system  was
practised there . But, as we have said above, we do no t believe 
it, and  now we further say th a t we shall not believe it  un til i t  has 
been established by com petent proof. Of course, we recognize the  
sincerity of Comps. Drumm ond an d D ad m u n  in  m aking th e s ta te -
m ents to w hich we refer, and have no doubt th a t they  believe 
the  fact to be as they  sta te  it. They m ay be in  possession of 
proof of w hich we are ig n o ra n t; b u t if they can convince us th a t
they are righ t, we shall be compelled to believe th a t both M aine 
and Mas achusetts departed  from th e  law  given to them  by the 
ancient breth ren of th e Craft. There can be no escape from such
a conclusion.

W hile we are not able to inform  Comp. Schultz of th e  exact 
tim e th a t the  form of petition now in  use in  P ennsylvania was
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adopted, we have no hesitation  in assuring  him  th a t it w as long 
prior to th e  date of the A him an Rezon of 1825 in w hich we find it. 
I t  has been our good fortune to have exam ined th e  m inu te  book
of a Lodge established in . P ittsburg  in 1809, b u t no t now in exis-
tence, and  we have a d istinct recollection th a t a  petition w as re-
ceived from each applicant, and th a t tvhen in itiated  the candidate 
becam e a m em ber of th e Lodge, and also the m inu te books of
Lodge No. 45, constitu ted F ebruary  5, 1787, and w hilst we are not 
clear as to the m a tle ro f petition, we are as to the  fact of in itiation 
including m em bership.

The earliest Pennsylvania records we rem em ber to have ex-
am ined undoubtedly show th a t candidates were proposed ver-
bally . W e cannot a t p resen t say when th e  system  of petition was 
introduced, as we are sorry to say, th ere  is no Masonic library  in 
P ittsbu rgh , and our own small collection does not furnish us any
inform ation on th e  subject. The first d istinct evidence as to th e  
form  is in the  Ahiman Rezon of 1825, bu t as to the fact of a peti-
tion our evidence goes back as far as 1809. B ut w henever the
petition was introduced in  th is jurisdiction we have no doubt th a t 
it was precisely in the  sam e form as it  ex ists to-day, and th a t the  
clause, “ and become a member of your W orshipful Lodge,”  was 
in exact accordance with w hat had  been  the unbroken custom 
from th e  estab lishm ent of Freem asonry  in Pennsylvania.

As Comp. Schultz says th a t the  clause is an “ innovation ,”  we 
fra ternally  ask him , “ an innovation” upon w hat?  and as he says 
th a t it is no t in any  of th e  old form s he has ever see i, wTe further 
ask him  if he has not seen the Pennsy lvan ia  form ? if it is not old 
enough to be included among the “ old fo rm s?”  and  w hat o ther 
forms there  are th a t he can d istinctly  prove to be older?

W e are glad to know from Comps. Drumm ond and D adm un th a t 
th e ir jurisd ictions have e ilh e r re turned or are retu rn ing  to th e  old 
w ays, and that on the  subject of th is controversy at least, they  
are placing them selves w here P ennsy lvan ia  has stood w ithout 
change for a  hundred  and six ty  years.

To all these Companions, representing  the three M ’s, we re tu rn  
our fra ternal acknow ledgm ent for th e  opportunity  w hich they  
have forced upon us to read again the old law , and to realize how 
thoroughly P ennsylvania keeps in  accord with it. T his discussion 
has given us m uch pleasure  and profit, which we are not selfish 
enough to  keep to ourself; we sincerely desire th a t the  Com-
panions who have spurred us on to i t should feel th a t i t has not
been w ithout some pleasure and profit to them . The old law  will 
convince them  to th e ir profit th a t the  charge against P ennsylvania 
of “ innovation” is a “ baseless fabric ,” and it w ill be a pleasure
to them  to acknowledge th a t Pennsylvania has adhered  to the  old 
w ays from a tim e an terio r to th e  existence of F reem asony in  
e ither of the  States w hich they represent.
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Q U EBEC, JA N U A R Y , 1889— 12 t h  A n n u a l .

Companion W ill H . W hyte , G. Z., speaks o£ the condition of 
th e  C raft as “ one of quietness in cap itu lar m asonry .”  H e also 
says, “ th e  m em bership has no t m aterially  increased, for d ea th s  
and rem ovals have kep t pace w ith in itia tions.”  The reports 
show a sm all increase, however.

H e received an application for th e form ation of a  new  ch ap te r, 
b u t because of some irregu larity  in  the  application no d ispensa-
tion was issued. A fterwards it appeared th a t “ unless they w ere
allowed to work the A m erican ritua l, the  C hapter could no t be 
organized.”

H e hoped th a t some m ethod w ould be provided for com pelling 
the  selection and recording of a  m ark  by each com panion.

T he balance in  treasu ry  is increasing.
W ill H . W hyte, M ontreal, G. Z.
Joseph  M itchell, M ontreal, G. S. E .
Com panion E . T. D. C ham bers p resented  th e  report on corres-

pondence. A labam a for 1887 received fra terna l notice.
F rom  h is in troduction we copy the following, recom m ending i t  

to  the  thoughtful consideration of all our C om panions:

One thought more. The Royal Arch is erected upon the foun-
dation of symbolic m asonry. Upon the stab ility  of the  la tte r 
m ust the  u ltim ate success of th e  form er depend. W hile we con-
tinue, w ith  songs of praise and  of joy, to assem ble around th e  
cope-stone and assist in th e com pletion of th e A rch, le t us not
fail in  our prim ary duty to th e  C raft, or tend  to lessen th e  solidi-
fication of its foundation, by w ithdraw ing from it, on any excuse 
w hatever, no m atter how ever unim portan t a block we m ay im ag-
ine ourselves to be.

SOUTH CAROLINA, F E B R U A R Y , 1889— 78t h  A n n u a l .

G. H . P riest, M orris C larke, announced th a t  under the  liberal 
inducem ents offered by th e  G rand C hapter, a t its la s t convoca-
tion, he had  succeeded in re-organizing four of th e  dorm ant 
C hapters, and expressed the belief th a t had not h is absence p re-
vented  o thers m ight have been  added to th e  list. T his is good 
new s, for C apitu lar M asonry had  fallen to a very low ebb in th a t 
ju risd iction , b u t we hope th a t they , like ourselves, have now 
seen the worst.

5
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In  his address we find the following, w hich does no t please us, for 
we care not for such followers as can only be bought. D oubtless 
these societies have hung  like m illstones around our necks, b u t 
tim e and re tu rn ing  prosperity  w ill cure our ills and rid  us of 
th e m :

My atten tion  has frequently been called to th e  flourishing con-
dition of the  num erous beneficiary organizations, th a t a re  con-
tinually  springing up all over the country, and w hich, it cannot 
be denied, are sucking th e  life blood ou t of M asonry. The high 
aim s and principles of our O rder should be sufficient to hold 
together and add to  our num bers, bu t w hen we consider th a t we 
are num erically not as strong to-day as we were in  “ days of o ld ,” 
before the  existence of these societies, would we not, in  th e  ligh t 
of p ast experience, be justified in  adding some o ther features to 
our Order, such as sick and funeral benefits and  dea th  benefits, 
e ith e r one or m ore of these as you m ay see p roper?

The finances are in m iserable plight.
A. H . W hite, Rock H ill, O rand H igh P riest.
J .  E . B urke, C harleston, G rand Secretary.
No report on correspondence.

TEX A S, D EC EM B ER , 1888— 39t h  A n n u a l .

G. H . P riest, Jo h n  Adriance, of the condition of the  C raft s a y s :

I t  is a  subject of congratulation th a t peace and harm ony pre-
vail in  our subordinates and th a t they  are  working more nearly  
a uniform w ork th an ever before. I note w ith m uch pleasure the
increasing in te rest th a t  is m anifested in  the  annual exemplifica-
tions and  lectures by the Com m ittee of W ork of th is  G rand 
C hapter.

The re tu rn s  show substan tia l increase in num bers, and  through-
ou t the  proceedings there is evidence of a great revival of in terest 
in  th e  C hap ters, m ore particu larly  in  those w hich w ere dorm ant. 
H e, how ever, calls a tten tion  “ to th e  fact th a t m any M ark M asters 
throughout our jurisd iction  have never recorded th e ir m ark s,” 
an d  im presses upon them  to avoid such “ disregard of th e  require-
m ents of th e  degree.”

The financial condition of th is  G rand C hapter is enviable when 
com pared w ith m any o ther of our Southern jurisdictions.

The com m ittee on G rand Officers R eport no t only approve th e  
action of the G rand H igh P rie st in  gran ting  dispensations to 
C hapters for resum ption  of work, bu t congratu late G rand C hap-
te r  th a t these applications were steadily dim inishing.
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K. M. H arkness, P earsa ll, G rand H igh Priest.
R obert B rew ster, H ouston, G rand Secretary.
Com panion J .  C. K idd presented  a well w ritten report on cor-

respondence. F rom  h is k ind  and d iscrim inating  repo rt of A la-
bam a for 1887, we ex tract th is—

From  com m ent in  o th er p a rts  of th e  report, we th in k  Com-
panion P illans has about as little  belief in  th e  usefulness of the  
G eneral G rand C hap ter as we have,

—only to enable us to say th a t his inference is em inently  correct.

YEEM O NT, JU N E , 1889—72 A n n u a l .

F rom  the address of G. H . P riest, M arsh 0 . P erk ins, we learn
th a t “ from  nearly  every C hapter in  the  jurisd iction  come words 
of cheer.” The re tu rns show increase of m em bership and dim is-
sions not num erous.

In  th is  jurisdiction rve also find th e  G rand H ig h  P ries t com-
p lain ing  of th e  negligence of C hapters in  no t requiring  th e  selec-
tion and recording of a m ark . In  consequence of h is  announce-
m en t th a t upon investigation he found no chapter requiring it,
the  com m ittee on the address recom m ended the following, and  
they  were ad o p ted :

1st. T h at every C hapter be and is hereby requ ired  to procure 
and keep w ith its records a  book of m arks.

2d. T h at hereafter no candidate shall be exalted  w ith in  th is  
jurisd iction  until he shall have selected and caused to be recorded
a m ark.

3d. T h at H igh P riests are hereby directed to require all m em -
bers of th e ir respective C hapters, who have n o t previously done 
so, to select and record th e ir m arks, and  th a t  report of all Com-
panions in  th is jurisdiction who have neglected or refused to 
comply w ith  th is resolution, be m ade to th e  G rand Secretary on 
o r before Jan u a ry  1st, 1890.

E dw in 0 . H ibbard , W est B andolph , G rand H ig h  P riest.
W arren G. Eeynolds, B urlington, G rand Secretary.
Com panion F rederick  S. F isher (whose nam e we could not de- 

cyper from the fac sim ile a t the end of th e  report, b u t w hich w'as 
transla ted  in  p rin t on the  cover) m ade, as heretofore, the report
on correspondence, in w hich we find A labam a for 1887. H e is 
crippled by a resolution of G rand C hap ter lim iting him  to fifty 
pages. So he sa y s :
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T his lim itation  m akes us feel, in  th e  im perfection it  enforces,
as we feel w hen obliged to com m unicate ra th e r th a n  work a 
degree.

And in  closing he  s a y s :

The M aster of our F ir s t Vail, called F inance, says solem nly; 
and in  words of terro r, “ Pause.” W e are full. We pause- 
L ast year, while try ing to be good and obedient, we failed an d
overran our goal lim it. T rue, it was no t discovered : yet we feel 
th a t disobedience undesigned is disobedience still, and  we pause . 
The surplus increases, and we rest.

Of our report he s a y s :

The brief report on correspondence is presented by Com panion 
P . J . P illans. I t  suffers, like ours, from a tig h t fit. The balance 
in our G rand Treasury is about $1,900; in  th e  T reasury  of A la-
bam a, $161. W e designed to  estim ate how m any pages Com-
panion P illans ought to use ; bu t forbore, les t our F inancia l Com-
m ittee should read  th is p a rt and  cu t us still fu rth e r.

V IR G IN IA , OCTOBER, 1888—8 1 s t  A n n u a l .

G rand  H igh P riest, Sylvanus J . Q uinn, speaks of th  e C raft as 
being harm onious w ithin th e  jurisdiction, and th inks th e  G rand 
C hapter acted w ith wisdom in  the selection of th e ir G rand L ec-
tu re r, and th a t uniform ity in th e  work m ay now w ith reason be 
expected. H e th inks th a t “ this is the  rem edy for the  ap a th y  
ex isting ,”

A question having arisen as to th e  righ t of one re jected  by  a 
ch ap te r to apply to another chap te r having concurrent ju risd ic-
tion, w ithout the consent of th e  rejecting  chap ter, th e  G rand 
C hapter adopted th e  follow ing:

3. No candidate for in itiation who shall be re jected  in any 
C hap ter under th e  jurisdiction of th is G rand C hapter, shall be
eligible to a  second recom m endation in  th a t or any other C hapter,
un til the  expiration of tw elve m o n th s ; nor shall he be allowed, 
while h is residence continues w ithin th e  jurisdiction of th a t 
C hapter, to m ake application to any other C hapter for initiation,
even though it  be a C hapter having concurrent jurisdiction.

W m . H enry  P leasants, H ollins, G rand H igh P riest.
W m . B. Isaacs, R ichm ond, G rand Secretary.
Companion Isaacs m ade th e  review of proceedings, including 

those of A labam a for 1887. H e disclaim s being the  originator of
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th e  term  of “ M utual A dm iration Society,”  as applied to these 
reporters. W e saw  it soon after we comm enced w riting  these 
reports, now tw enty-tw o years ago, and  thought th a t he was the  
au thor. I t m atters not, however, for if as we know each other
bette r, and  appreciate the  virtues of each, is it  any  wonder th a t 
our adm iration should be aroused ?

W ASHINGTON, JU N E , 1888— 4 t i i  A n n u a l .

This G rand C hap ter was opened by th e  D. G. H . P riest, and 
a ttended  to some business during the  morning, bu t a t the  after-
noon session the  G rand H igh  P riest, W alter J .  Thom pson, being 
p resen t, took th e  gavel. A t the  m orning session t h ; G rand 
C hapter, by resolution, declared “ th a t th e  p rosperity  of our 
Royal C raft w ill be b est prom oted by recom m ending to those R. 
A. M asons who m ay desire said degrees, th e  form ation of Coun-
cils a t convenient places w ith in  th is  G rand ju risd ic tion .”

The G rand H igh P riest opens h is address w ith an allusion to 
h is  own sad bereavem ent, in  th e  loss of th e  beloved com panion 
of h is bosom . W ith  him  we m ourn, and as one who suffers w ith 
h im  we tender him  our sincerest sym pathy.

H e w ants a  b e tte r knowledge am ong the  com panions of the  
w ork and ritua l, and to th is end th inks G rand C hapter should
require su itab le proficiency in  each degree before advancem ent. 
This was com m ended by th e  com m ittee, bu t noth ing  more.

The finances are in good condition, b u t the  G rand Secretary 
evidently  fears for the  future in consequence of th e  great reduc-
tion in th e  dues to G rand C hapter.

W illiam  A. Fairw eather, Sprague, G rand H igh Priest.
Thom as M. Reed, O lympia, G rand Secretary.
Com panion Reed m ade th e  Correspondence report. In  it  Ala-

bam a for 1887 has its  appropriate place, and is fraternally  re-
viewed.

W EST V IR G IN IA , NOV., 1887 & 1888— 1 7 t h  & 1 8 t i i  A n n u a l .

This G rand C hapter has for some tim e only published its pro-
ceedings every o ther year, combining tw o years into one pam phlet 
th a t the  am ount of m atter m igh t have th e  appearance of being 
sufficient to p rin t, as G rand H igh P riest H all informs us, and he
recom m ended annual publication. We do no t find th a t G rand 
C hapter agreed w ith him .
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A t the  convocation of 1887 W m. G. B ennett, G rand H igh P riest, 
recom m ended th a t no one elected H . P. of a C hapter be insta lled  
unless he should produce the certificate of the  G rand L ectu rer 
th a t he is well skilled and com petent to confer the degrees. B 1'
the  com m ittee on ju risprudence thought th a t “ the  in te re s ’ of 
each indiv idual C hap ter m ay usually  be relied  upon to seen e th e  
election of com petent m en only .”

H e rep resen ted  th e  condition of th e  fra tern ity  to  be fairly 
prosperous.

A d ispensation  for one new chap ter was issued  an d  th is  was 
chartered  a t th is  convocation.

G. H . P riest, Joseph  H all, presided a t th e  convocation of 1888, 
and he had  issued a  dispensation for ano ther chap te r, w hich was 
also chartered .

H e inform s us th a t “ on th e  whole, there  is generally  speaking, 
an  im provem ent going on in  C apitu lar M asonry in  th is  jurisd ic-
tio n .”

The num bers steadily  increase, and so does th e ir  cash balance.
F ran k  R ex, P arkersburg , G rand H igh  P riest.
John  W. M orris, W heeling, G rand Secretary.

W ISCONSIN, FE B R U A R Y , 18 8 9 — 3 9 t h  A n n u a l .

G rand H igh P rie s t, D uncan M cGregor, says th a t “ b ro th erly  
love taugh t every m ason prevails throughout our ju risd ic tion .”  
H e m ade strenuous efforts to obtain  concise and exact inform ation, 
b u t the political canvass then  on h an d  so engrossed the  a tten tion  
of com panions th a t i t  w as im possible to obtain  it.

H e th in k s “ th a t m uch good would come to th e  C raft, could 
th e G rand H igh P rie s t m ake official v isits to th e  constituen t
C hap ters .”  Of th is  we en terta in  no doubt.

The G rand Lecturer in  his report says :

L ast year I  reported an increase of in terest over preceding 
years on the p a rt of m ost of th e C hapters then visited. Some there
were, a t th a t tim e, doing nothing—having a nam e to  live, bu t 
m ore nearly  dead. This year I  have found a m arked im prove-
m en t ; in all a b e tte r in te rest has been m anifested. The a tten -
dance upon th e  School has been larger, w hile th e ir  records show
a corresponding increase of a ttendance upon th e ir sta ted  convo-
cations, and, as a consequence, an increase in  th e  am ount and  
quality  of th e  w ork done.

W ith  th is  increase of in te rest and  prosperity , I  have found
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m ore of a  desire to becom e proficient, no t only in  the  ritual, bu t 
also in th e  way and  m anner of doing the  work.

The finances are in  reasonably good condition, and  the  increase 
in  m em bership fair.

D uncan McGregor, P lattsv ille , G rand H igh P riest.
Jo h n  W . Laflin, M ilwaukee, G rand Secretary.
C om panion W m. C. Sw ain, P. G. H . P riest, m ade the rep o rt 

on correspondence. In  it  we find A labam a for 1887, and  from i t  
we ta k e :

Com panion P illans, whose nam e has been fam iliar these m any 
years, again m akes an  in teresting  report on Correspondence, as 
lengthy as the  finances of his G rand C hapter would w arran t. 
W e rem em ber how, m any years ago, he w ent for th e  W isconsin 
p rin te r for m isspelling h is n am e; and as he th rew  the blam e on 
the  broad shoulders of the  p rin te r  in stead  of th e  correspondent, 
we wfill reciprocate, by charging to h is p rin te r th e  atrocious m is-
spelling of our own nam e, in  h is report.

Now we dont know  w hether th e  p rin te r or our bad handw riting  
is to be blam ed for th is , b u t th is tim e, if th e re  still continues a 
m istake, w hy, go for the p rin ter, bu t if possible, always give the 
devil h is  due.

CONCLUSION.

We have th u s attem pted  to convey to you such inform ation of 
th e  condition of C apitu lar M asonry in the  thirty-seven jurisd ic-
tions reviewed as we thought m igh t prove profitable and in te rest-
ing. To do th is  has required  as much careful atten tion  and read -
ing as if the  sam e had  been more extended. Y ou will see from 
it  th a t , although it  is still in  a languishing  condition in m any of 
th e  jurisd ictions, yet the  signs of th e  tim es are encouraging, and 
we m ay confidently expect a b e tte r condition in th e  fu ture. W e 
had hoped to have received the proceedings of the G. G. C hapter
ere going to press, b u t have been  com pelled to abandon the  hope.

There are no new questions, in  fact, no questions of m om ent
now agitating  th e  companions, b u t profound peace, save in  one 
instance, prevails. May th is  long continue.

U nder the fear of trespassing upon th e finances too far, we are
forced to bid you, com panions, adieu.

P . J .  PILLAN S.
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GRAND SECRETARY’S AN N U AL REPORT.

M Y LES J .  G R E E N E , G r a n d  S e c r e t a r y ,

I n  account with G R A N D  C H A P T E R _ 
1889. DR.

Ja n . 4. To C ontingent fu n d ............................. $ 150 00
D ues  20 25
Certificates    38 25
D ispensation   90 00

T otal $298 50
1889. CR.

By Postage .........................................................  $ 6 00
Brown P rin ting Co.............. .... .V oucher 2 101 30
Dues to  G. G. C hap ter for 2 y ’rs . “ 3 12 08
Joel W h ite   ................  “ 4 75
G rand  T reasu re r.................  “ 1 ,5  138 00
Balance on h a n d   40 37

T o ta l  $298 50

M Y LES J . G R E E N E ,
G rand Secretary.

GRAND TREA SU RER’S AN NU AL REPORT.

W ILLIA M  H . D IN G LEY , G r a n d  T r e a s u r e r ,

I n  account with G R A N D  C H A P T E R .

1888. DR.
Dec. 4. To b a la n c e ........................................... $160 60

4. R ec’d of G. A. Jo iner, A ssistant
G. S ecretary ................. 541 75

1889.
Ju ly  17. R ec’d of M. J . G reene, G. Sec’ty  35 25
Nov. 21. “  M. J .  G reene, “  102 75—$ 840 35



1888. CR.
Dec. 5. By Com. on W ork, W . S. F o ste r.. 1$ 25 00

“  Cor., P . J .  P illans 2 50 00
G. Secretary, A. R . B ak er............ 3 25 00

A. R . B ak e r............4 133 33
A ss’t G. Secretary, G. A. Jo iner, 5 25 00

“  •* G. A. Jo iner, 6 10 00
G. Secretary, D. S ay re .................. 7 66 66

1889. G rand Sentinel, C. A. Allen . .  8 20 00
Ja n . 1. C ontingent F u n d ....................... 9 150 00

G. Secretary, M. J .  G re e n e .. . .  10 33 33
Dec. 2. Balance    302 03—$ 840 35
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W ILLIA M  H . D IN G LEY ,
G rand T reasurer.

REPO R T ON FINANCE.

To the Most Excellent Grand Chapter o f Alabama:

Y our Com m ittee on F inance beg leave to repo rt th a t they  have 
carefully exam ined th e  accounts and vouchers of th e  R. E x . 
G rand Secretary and  R. E x . G rand Treasury , and find them  
correct.

The R . E x . G rand Secretary has received during  th e  year the
following am ounts, to -w it:
F or dues at las t A nnualConvocation $541 75
F o r dues collected subseq u en tly .............................. 20 25
For C ontingent F u n d  ............................................... 150 00
F or certifica tes '. ............................................. 38 25
F or D ispensation  ...................................................  90 00

Total re c e ip ts .......................................................  $ 840 25
H e has paid out during  the  year the following a m o u n ts :
F o r p rin tin g .................................................................. $101 30
F or postage and sta tio n e ry ....................................... 6 75
F or dues to G. G. C hapter, 2 y e a rs ...................   12 08
F o r am ount paid  Grand T re a su re r    679 75

T o ta l................................................................ $799 88
Leaving a balance on h a n d   40 37

T o ta l................................................................ $ 840 25
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A t your las t A nnual Convocation th e  R. E x . G rand T reasurer
had  on h a n d  $160 60
And has received from the G rand S e c re ta ry ...  679 75

T o ta l.................................................................... $ 840 35
Of th is  he has paid  out the following am o u n ts :

To Com m ittee on W o rk  $ 25 00
Com m ittee on C orrespondence  50 00
G rand Secretary, Adam R . B a k e r   158 33
A ss’t G. Secretary , Geo. A. J o in e r   35 00
G rand Secretary, D aniel S a y re   66 66
G rand S en tin e l  20 00
C ontingent fu n d   150 00
G rand Secretary, Myles J . G reen e    33 33

T o ta l   538 32
L eavinng a balance on h an d    302 03
A m ount dues a t th is  C onvocation  514 25

Total on hand a t th is tim e ......................  $ 816 28
We recom m end the following a p p ro p ria tio n s :

To the G rand Secretary for his services the past
year, the sum o f.............................................$300 00

To C hairm an Com. on Foreign Correspondence, 50 00
G rand Sentinel, th is  C onvocation.............  20 00
C ontingent fu n d    150 00

T o ta l..................................................................  520 00

Leaving an  estim ated  balance o f................................... $ 296 28
By instruction we recom mend an appropriation of tw enty-five

dollars to defray expenses of Com panion A rm strong in reporting  
the  W ork.

F ra tern ally  subm itted.
WM. N. BOYNTON,
JO SIA H  JE R N IG A N ,
E. S. G A TC H ELL,

C om m ittee.
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NAMES AND NUMBERS OF CHAPTERS,

W ith th e  num ber of M em bers, am ount of Dues paid  to  th e  G rand 
C hapter, and  th e  num ber of those A dvanced, P resided , R e-
ceived and  Accepted, E xalted , Affiliated, R ejected , and Di- 
m itted , since las t re tu rn .

A
cS

o

1
4
6

13
20
21
22
23
20
28
38
40
48
54
57
63
64 
76 
79 
85

87

N a m e s  o f  C h a p t e r s .

Tuscaloosa. . .
M onroe.........
C y ru s ............
Gainesville ..
Livingston ..
M ob ile ..........
M ontgomery. 
Talladega. . . .
U n io n .............
Saint Jo h n s .
D ecatur ........
C am den . . . .  
M cK inley .. . .
T y r i a n ..........
C ollinsville..
C layton ........
C en tra l .
E ly ton ............
H illab ee ........
G aston ..........

86 Coosa.
Moulton

96 Daniel P ra tt.
100
101
104
106

Rock M ills .. .  
M ineral C ity . 
S ylacauga .. . .  
G raham ..........

13 $ 10

a>
3
Q

a
3
oa
<i

31

«
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AT REST.

[1889.

Lewis Slaughter, Sept. 20.. 
W illiam W. Bayles, Jan . 7. 
W illiam  R. Ju lien , Aug. 23 
B enjam in G ay, M arch 13.. 
F ran k  S. G lover, M ay 5 . .  
Jo h n  A. G adsby, Feb. 12.. 
Je th ro D. O ats, M arch 11..
Jo h n  K . P o rter, A pril 1___
H enry  M. B u sh ,'F eb . 17 ... 
Adam R . Baker, M arch 25.
Ju liu s  T. G la z e , ___
W . S. P a u l in ,  —............
H enry  D. C la y to n , ..
Joseph W ilson, Dec. 1 7 . . . .
C. W . W h ite ,  ............

M onroe...................... No. 4

T uscum bia ................  “  10

G ainesville ................ “ 13

j  M obile........................ “  21

|  M on tgom ery   “  22

|  C lay to n ...................... “  63

C o o sa ......................... “  86
M ineral C i ty “ 101

SUSPEN DED FOR NON-PAYM ENT OF DUES.

E dm und M. H arrin g to n .
Jo h n  N. B row der  ..........
S tephen H . Beasley  ..........
Sam uel C. W itherspoon. ..  .
R ichard M cC arty .....................
Law rence G addy ....................
B enjam in J . S itton . . .  ........
J e t t T. W e s t..............................
Lucieri M inor .............. ...........
Thom as J .  W illiam s................
Thomas N. M artin ......
B enjam in M. S im pson..........
Thomas F. Turley ..................
W illiam  D. M a rtin . ..........
P inkney A. T atum ....................
Jo h n  T. S te p h e n so n .. . . ' ........
Jo h n  D. M cM arh......................
R ichard O. P ic k e tt..................
Sattie W . Shackleford............
Thom as M a ttiso n ....................
Samuel H . R ad fo rd ..................
E dgar T. S im m s................
Lee F . W h itte n .........................
Jam es S. G ibson ......................

M obile...................... : No. 21

|  M ontgom ery  “  22

T a lla d e g a “ 23

S ain t Jo h n s     “  28

l D ecatu r “ 38

J
T y rian   “  54

C en tra l  “  64

-M oulton......................  “  87
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REIN STATED .

W illiam  R. E aton , M obile, No. 21.
Joseph  C. C unningham , Talladega, No. 23. 
Dempsey B. Oden, T alladega, No. 23. 
Joseph  G othard , St. Jo h n s, No. 28. 
N athan ie l T. Greene, St. Jo h n s, No. 28. 
W illiam  H . Sm ith, D ecatur, No. 38.
J . H . Sharp , M ineral C ity, No. 101.

RECAPITULATION.

E m b r a c i n g  Y e a r s  1886, 1887, 1883 a n d  1889.

C hapters th a t made r e tu r n s . . . .
C hapters th a t paid  Dues ..........
C hapters th a t were represented  
N um ber of represen tatives p resent 
N um ber of m em bers reported  . 
Dues received ...............................

W o r k .

A d v a n c e d ..........................................
P re s id e d .............................................
Received and  A ccepted..................
E x a lte d ................................................
A ffiliated.............................................
R ejected..............................................
D im itted ............................................
Suspended N. P. D ........................
R e in s ta te d ..........................................
C hapters square upon the Books 
N um ber of d e a th s ..........................

1886 1887 1888

19 
18 
16 
28 

461 
$351 25

17 
22 
22 
23
5
1
9

15
3

18
6

23 
23 
19
32

$424 00

36
36
36
35

15
9

13
23
10

23 
23 
21
37 

636 
$462 00

64
64
77
75
19

19
19
6

25
15

1889

27 
23 
26 
44 

725 
$531 75

110
105
100
105

17
2

17
24

7
31
15





B o r n  A u g u s t  1 s t , 5825 ,

D ied M arch  25 th , A. I. 2419,

A n u p r ig h t m a n , a n d  a  tru e  Mason,

SACRED
TO T H E  M E M O R Y  O F

A D A M R. B A K E R ,
P .  G . S E C R E T A R Y  A N D  P .  G . T Y L E R  

— O F T H E —

G r a n d  L o d g e  o f  A l a b a m a .

.j
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REPRESENTATIVES OF TH E GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA 

NEAR OTHTER GRAND CHAPTERS.

W . W . G a rla n d ...................... M o rrilto n  A rkansas.
Isaac  F . Tom s..........................Godrich, O nt. .C anada.
C harles W . H ancock............ W a sh in g to n .. .District, of Colum bia.
George S. H a llm a rk .............. W arrington ..  .F lorida.
W illiam  A bram  L ove............ A tla n ta Georgia.
P h ilander W . B arc lay .......... C airo ..................Illinois.
N icholas R. R u ck le .............. Ind ianapolis . .Ind iana .
Downing B augh ...................... M cGregor Iowa.
A lbert D. M cC onaughey-----A tc h is o n  K ansas.
W illiam R y a n ......................... Louisville K entucky.
W illiam R obson .....................R obson’s Louisiana.
Joseph  E . T y le r ...................... B altim ore M aryland.
F rederick  G. W a lb rid g e .. . .B oston  M assachusetts.
W illiam  F . D ick inson ..........Redwood Falls. M innesota.
R obert L. S au n d ers.............. Jack so n  M ississippi.
T hom as E . G a rre tt ................ S ain t L o u is .. .M issouri.
Jo h n N. W estberg .................. O m aha...............N ebraska.
F red erick G. W e is e .............. B o rd en to w n .. .New Jersey .
Thom as S. K e n a n ..................R a le ig h . N orth  Carolina.
Samuel P o r te r  ..............H a lif a x  Nova Scotia.
W illiam  S h e re r...................... B rooklyn P . 0 .  Box 2065, N. Y
C. C. B a te s ..............................A k r o n ...............Ohio.
Rocky P . E a rh a r t ..................Salem .................Oregon.
Augus G ra n t............................ M o n trea l Quebec.
Jo h n  P . S an b o rn .................... N e w p o rt Rhode Island .
A ugustine T . S m y th e ............C harleston . . .  South Carolina.
W illiam  S. M atthew s............ M em phis Tennessee.
Ju s tin  W. T. W ash b u rn ___M ontpelier. ,. .V erm ont.
A lfred S. L e e ..........................R ic h m o n d  V irginia.
E dw ard L. In g ra h a m ............ S eattle    .W ashington.
A lexander M. E v a n s ............ M iddleway . . .  .W est V irginia.
W illiam  G. S w ain .................. M ilwaukee . . .  .W isconsin.
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GRAND SECRETAR IES AND T H E IR ADDRESS.

0 A labam a.....................M yles J . G reen e ................ Montgomery.
1 A rk an sas.................... Jam es A. H e n ry ................L ittle Rock.
2 C alia fo rn ia ................ Thom as H ubbard Caswell. San Francisco.
3 C a n a d a .. .................... D av idM cL ellan ..................H am ilton , O nt.
4 C o lo rad o ....................Edw ard Carroll Parm elee.Pueblo .
5 C onnecticut................Joseph  K . W heeler  H artfo rd .
6 D akota.......................  Thom as J . W ild e r............Casselton.
7 D istrict of Colum bia. Lewis Guillm an S tep h en s. W ashington.
8 D elaw are.....................Jam es H . Price .................W ilm ington.
9 F lo rid a ........................ D eW itt Clinton D aw kins. Jachsonville.

10 G e o rg ia ......................Andrew M artin W olihin. .M acon.
11 Illin o is ........................ G ilbert W , B a rn a rd .......... Chicago.
12 I n d ia n a ......................IV. H . S m vthe.................... Indianapolis.
13 Io w a.............................Alfred W in g a te ..................DesMoines.
14 K an sas ......................  John  H enry B row n......... K ansas City.
15 K entucky............... . . .J o s e p h  H . B ranham . ...L o u isv ille .
16 Louisiana....................J .C unningham  B atchelor.N ew  Orleans.
17 M ain e ..........................Ira  B erry .............................P o rtlan d .
18 M aryland  George L. M c C a h a n ....... Baltim ore.
19 M assach u se tts ..........A lfred F . C h ap m an .......... Boston.
20 M ichigan .................... W illiam  Pow er I n n e s . .. .G rand R apids.
21 M innesota ................ Azariah T. C. Pierson . . .  S ain t Paul.
22 M ississ ip p i..............  John  Logan P ow er........... Jackson.
23 M issouri ....................W illiam  H . M ayo.............. Sain t Louis.
24 N ebraska.................... W illiam  R obert Bowen Om aha.
25 N evada.'..................... Cauncey N. N o tew are .. .  .Carson City.
26 New B rusw ick  T h isbat R obertson ...........Sain t John .
27 New H am pshire . . . George Perley Cleaves. Concord.
28 New Jersey . . . . . . . .  .Joseph H . Houtih  Trenton.
29 New Y ork ..............  C hristopher G. F ox . . . .  Buffalo.
30 N orth C aro lina......... Donald W. B a in ..................R aleigh.
31 Nova Scotia................Benjam in C u rra n ..............Halifax,D . C. L.
32 O hio .............................M att H . W a tt .....................C hillecothe.
33 Oregon ...................... Rocky P re s to n E a rh a rt. . . Salem.
34 P en n sy lv an ia ............C harles E . M eyer..............P h ilad e lp h ia .
35 Q u eb ec ....................... Joseph Mitchell ................. M ontreal, b .1135
36 Rhode Is lan d   W illiam  R. G reene........... Providence.
37 South C aro lina........Jam es E . B u rk e ................ Charleston.
38 T e n n e s se e ..! ............ John  F rizze ll...................... Nashville.
39 T e x a s ..........................R obert B rew ster................ H ouston.
40 V erm ont..................... W arren G. R eynolds.........Burlington.
41 V irg in ia .....................W illiam  B ryan I s a a c s . . . .R ichm ond.
42 W ashington  Thom as M ilburne R eed .O lympia.
43 W est V irginia . . . . John W . M orris ................ W heeling.
44 W isconsin.................. Jo h n  W . Laflin .............  M ilwaukee.
45 U nited S ta te s  C hristopher G. F o x .........Buffalo, N. Y.
46 England and  W ales.F rederick  B inckes London, W . C.
47 Ire la n d ...................... Samuel B. O ldham ........... Dublin.
48 England and W ales. A lbert G. G oodall............N. Y ., 142 B’y.
49 Scotland ..................... W illiam E d w ard s.............. E d inburgh ,S .H ,


