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PROCEEDINGS.

The M. Ex. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State  
of Alabama held its Sixty-first Annual Convocation at 
the New M asonic Temple, in the City of Montgomery, 
on Tuesday, the 6th day of December, A. D. 1887, 
A. L. 5887, Anno. Inv. 2417.

P R E S E N T :
W ILLIAM  WALLACE SCREW S..........................G rand High Priest.
W ILLIAM  WALLACE McCOLLlTM................... D eputy G. H . Priest.
JOHN GIDEON H A R R IS........................................ G rand King.
JAMES TAIT BECK G rand Scribe.
W ILLIAM HENRY D IN G LEY G rand Treasurer.
DANIEL SA Y R E  G rand Secretary.
EDMUND READ H ASTINGS................................ G rand C. of H.
GEORGE L IT T L E F IE L D  SM ITH ........................G rand P. Sojurner.
JOHN ALEXANDER M cKINNON........................G rand R. A. Captain.
JO SE PH  HENRY JOHNSON, a s  G rand M. of 3 Veil.
HENRY C. W ILEY, as   G rand M. of 2 Veil.
HENRY CLARK DAVIDSON, a s  G rand M. of 1 Veil.
ADAM REIG A RT B A K E R  G rand Sentinel.

PA ST GRAND O FFIC E R S :
MYLES JEFFER SO N  G R EEN E G rand High Priest.
JAM ES McGINNIS BRU N D ID G E G rand King.
PA LM ER JOB PIL LA N S  ............................G rand Scribe.
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REPRESENTATIVES OP OTHER .GRAND CHAPTERS NEAR THE 
GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA.
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W i l l ia m  D w ig h t  W a d s w o r t h .......................................................... C a l i f o r n i a .
J o s e p h  H e n r y J o h n so n ......................................................................... C a n a d a .
J o h n  A l e x a n d e r  M c K i n n o n ,  M. D ..............................................I n d i a n a .
M y l e s  J e f f e r s o n  G r e e n e , M . D ........................................ . . .  . I o w a .
J o h n G id e o n H a r r i s ............................................................................... K a n s a s .
P a l m e r J o b P i l l a n s ................................................................................. L o u i s i a n a .
W i l l ia m  S . F o s t e r .................................................................................... M a r y l a n d .
G e o r g e  L . S m i t h .......................................................................................O h io .
D a n ie l  S a y r e . . .  ........................................................................................ O r e g o n .
J a m e s  T . B e c k   ..................................................................................... R h o d e  I s l a n d .

. S a m  T h o m p s o n .............................................................................................. T e n n e s s e e .
P h i l i p  C . C a n d id d s .................................................................................V i r g i n i a .
N o a h  A . A g e e .............................................................................................. W a s h i n g t o n .

And H igh Priests, K ings, Scribes, and proxies from  
Subordinate Chapters, as follows :

J o h n  S n o w .....................................................  K .
N o a h  A . A g e e .  H .  P .
S a m u e l  H . D a i l y * ...................................... K .
H e n r y  W  S a m p l e  H .  P .

No. 1. Tuscaloosa............
it 4. M onroe...................
<< 6. C yrus......................it 10. T uscum bia...........ti 13. G ain esv ille ..........it 20. L ivingston............
(< 21. M o b ile ...................

(< 22. M ontgom ery........
i c 23. Talladega...............(( 26. U n io n .....................it 28. Saint Jo h n s ...........
it 40. C am den .................

George C. O ow dey............................ K.
( W illiam S. F oster........................ . .  H. P.
( Ph ilip  C. C andidus............................ S.
( H enry C. D avidson H. P.
•j Archibald L. R. T hom pson*  K.
( H enry H. M atthew s.........................  S.

Joseph  H. Jo h n so n  H. P.
John  A. M cK innon...........................  K.

( W illiam A. George*  H. P.
( Jam es T. Beck*..................................  S.

_. „  . | Oliver C Wiley*.................................. K.54. T y r ia n ..................j  H enry C. Wiley*.................................  S.
76. E ly to n ................... Sam T hom pson ..................................H . P.
79. H illahe..................  George W. P o r te r .............................. “
85. G as to n .................. No R epresentative.
86. C o o sa ..................... Benjam in F. Pope............................. H. P.
87. M o u lto n ............... D eW itt Clinton W h ite ..................... “

* P ro x ie s .
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( George W. A rberry*........................H. P.

No. 92. N otasulga.............. ) George W. H ardy*...................
( William S. F ord*.....................

K.
........  S.«» 96. Daniel P ra tt . . . George L. Sm ith ..................... . . .H . P.

(i 100. Rock Mills........ j Charles W. Eichelberger*___
' '  j R ichard J. B reed ...................

K .
........  S.tc 101. M ineral City ..  Lucian  J. P e ttijohn * ...................... H. P.

( Oliver P. Looney..................... ((
«e 104. W eogufka........ . .  \  Kenial J . Thomas* ............... ........  K.

( William R. P h illip s* .. . . .  . ........ S.

The M. B. Grand Royal Arch Chapter was opened  
in Ample Form. 

The M. E. Grand H igh Priest delivered his Annual 
Address, and it was referred to a special—

COMMITTEE ON GRAND HIGH PRIEST’S ADDRESS. 

W i l l ia m  S  F o s t e r ,
J o h n A. M c K in n o n ,

J a m e s  T .  B e c k .

GRAND H IG H  P R IE S T ’S A N N U A L A D D R ESS.

Companions of the Grand Chapter :
On th is  day as we m eet in  the Sixty-first Annual Convocation of 

the  G rand C hapter of Alabama, it  affords me great p leasure to greet 
you w ith th e  announcem ent th a t only th e  k ind liest and m ost fra -
te rnal feelings have prevailed in  our ranks during the past twelve 
m onths. By appropriate cerem onies we have acknowledged our 
dependence upon the  G reat I  Am, and le t us not forget to render 
Him thanks th a t so many of us have been spared to m eet again 
around the Sacred altar and to partic ipate in raising our Royal Arch.

T h e  L a t e P e l e g B b o w n .

W hile all chosen a t our last G rand Convocation to fill stations in 
th e  G rand C hapter have been spared, still we have suffered a great



loss in  th e  death  of our beloved Com panion and Past G rand High 
Priest, Peleg Brown, of Mobile. As soon as the sad intelligence 
reached me, I  sen t to the  Subordinate C hapters the following le tter, in
recognition of his w orth, and of the trib u te  which all the  Royal Arch 
M asons of the State should pay to his memory.

J u r is d ic t io n  o f  t h e  G r a n d  C h a p t e r  o f  A l a b a m a ,
O f f ic e o f t h e G r a n d H ig h P r ie s t ,

M o n t g o m e r y , A l a . ,  M arch 4, 1887. 
To th e Officers and M embers of the G rand Chapter, and the Officers

and  M embers of the Subordinate C hapters of th is Jurisd iction  :
C o m p a n io n s — After a life illustrated  by the practice of all the  

v irtues which characterize the pu re and uprigh t man, Mason, and 
citizen, our late and M ost Excellent G rand High P riest, Peleg 
Brown, has been sum m oned from h is labors here below, to en ter 
upon the  rest which awaits the  true  and faithful. On the ‘21st of 
February , 1887, at five o’clock p. m .. he died a t New Berlin, New 
York, in  the  81st year of h is age. For nearly  half a cen tury  he was 
a prom inent mem ber of th e  Masonic G rand Bodies of th is S tate , and 
had filled the highest stations. H e leaves beh ind  him  the record  
of a good life, well sp en t in the discharge of all th e 1 du ties th a t de-
volved upon him , and in  th e  practice of charity, and  in  the m anner 
taugh t by  Holy W rit. We will all be better by im itating  his noble 
example.

Therejore, in token of the respect felt for him while living, and as
a m ark of our desire to perpetua te  his mem ory, it  is d irected th a t 
th is  com m unication be read in  each Subordinate Chapter at the first 
com m unication after its  r e c e ip t ; th a t the C hapters be draped in 
m ourning for th ir ty  days, and  th a t the Companions wear the usual 
badge for the same space of time.

By order
D a n ie l  S a y r e , W. W. SCREWS,

G rand Secretary. G rand High Priest.

I  recom m end th a t suitable resolutions be prepared  commemorative 
of h is life and  character.

WORK OF T H E YEAR.

I  find b u t little  except m atters of rou tine business for me to p resen t 
in  th is report. We are to be congratulated on the im proved outlook

6 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [1887.
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for Royal Arcli Masonry. In  m any ju risd ictions a large am ount of 
work has been done, and in  our own, increased in te rest has been 
m anifested. No new Chapters have been re-organized, b u t indica-
tions p o in t to several during the  coming year. U nder a resolution 
adopted by the  last G rand Convocation, any Chapter th a t had for-
feited its  charter can be revived by paym ent of one year’s dues. A 
circular le tte r em bodying the resolutions was sen t to all such Chap-
ters, and some correspondence ensued, though as yet w ithout actual 
result.

The reports of the  Secretary and Treasurer, and of the  different 
Subordinate Chapters, will show our financial situation , and the state 
of m em bership, and the  num bers th a t have been advanced, th a t 
have presided, been received and  acknowledged and  exalted during  
the  past twelve m onths. The aggregate will be alm ost the same as 
last reported. W hen the dem oralization caused by speculation in  
different parts of the  State has been corrected, which I  have no 
doubt will be done before we m eet again, I  am persuaded th a t a dif-
feren t sta te of financial affairs will exist. T hat we hold our own, 
and do no t go backward at a tim e when men are absorbed in  the  
wild rush  for rapid  gain and accum ulation, is good evidence th a t 
w hen the norm al condition is restored, there  will be increased in -
te rest and activity in  our order.

APPEALS AND liTJLINGS.

T here was no appeal taken during the year from th e action of any
Subordinate Chapters. T his shows a delightful sta te of harm ony,
and a realization of the brotherly love which is so largely the founda-
tion of the true Masonic character. Nor was an official ruling asked 
for on any question.

DISPENSATIONS GRANTED.

D uring the year D ispensations were granted  to Gainesville Chap-
ter No. 13, T yrian C hapter No. 54 (Troy), Bell Chapter No. 83 (Line- 
ville), St. Johns C hapter No. 28 (Selma), to elect officers, they having 
failed to do so a t the  proper time for reasons sta ted  in the applica-
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tions. A D ispensation was also granted Tyrian C hapter (Troy)
Novem ber 15th to hold a convocation at a tim e other than th e regu-
lar tim e for the  purpose of balloting for candidates and such other 
business as m ight come up.

VISITATIONS.

I t  was my pleasure, in  company w ith  Past G rand High P riest, H. 
Clay Arm strong and M. J. G reene, to visit Daniel P ra tt Chapter 
No. 96, P rattville . I  also, in  com pany w ith P ast G rand High Priest 
G reene, v isited Notasulga C hapter No. 92. I  also visited Tyrian 
C hapter No. 54, and  also M ontgom ery C hapter No. 22 In  all these 
C hapters work was exemplified, and  I  am led from these visits to again 
refer to the  advisability of one of the four h ighest grand officers
v isiting every C hapter in th e  State. They could arrange the details 
among them selves, and no doubt each Chapter would be w illing to 
pay th e  expenses a ttend ing  th e  visit for the  benefit of in struction  
and for th e  encouragem ent and incentive such a v isit would produce. 
I  cannot say too m uch in  praise of the Chapters visited for their 
k indness and for the fervency and zeal m anifested by the Com pan-
ions. I  had hoped to visit every C hapter in our Jurisdiction, b u t 
pressing engagem ents prevented . I  would advise th a t a resolution 
be adopted  m aking it  the duty  of one of the G rand Officers to visit 
any C hapter calling for a visit for the purpoae of instruction , th e  ap -
plying C hapter to m eet all necessary expenses. I  hope in  another 
year th a t we will be in such a condition, financially, th a t the  officers 
will be enabled to visit every C hapter in the State.

T IM E OF ANNUAL CONVOCATION.

W ithout m aking a form al recom m endation, I  would call a tten tion  
to  th e  great difficulty every year m et w ith in  holding the sessions of 
th e  G rand C hapter. T he delegates, as a rule, come also in  the  same 
capacity to the  G rand Lodge. They are generally in  a hurry  to re-
tu rn  home, and  as soon as the G rand Lodge adjourns a  quorum  for 
th is body is sim ply unattainable. I f we exemplify one degree we are
doiDg well, and as a consequence, so far as instruction in all the



work is concerned, the  Convocation is a failure. To elect officers 
and m ake a few reports seems to be about th e  sum  and substance of 
all th a t can be done. I t  is no t a t all to be w ondered at, therefore, 
th a t the  Subordinate Chapters are no t fully up in  the work, and th is 
fact operates against any increase in  m em bership. The sessions of 
th e  G rand C hapter ought to be held in the Spring, unless the finan-
cial condition of the  Subordinate C hapters requires th e  double duty  
th a t is now perform ed by having the same delegates a tten d  all G rand 
Bodies. To have the  work properly  exemplified, and  to transac t our 
business decently and in  order, requires m ore tim e th an  we now 
have, w hich at the outside am ounts to b u t a few hours ; no t enough
altogether in  which to show the work in  the four degrees. This is 
no t proper treatm en t of our com m ittee on work, to say nothing of 
the railroad speed a t which o ther m atters are considered. This 
ought to be rem edied, and the best rem edy is a separate tim e for 
holding our G rand Convocation.

CONCLUSION.

And now Companions, having for several years past occupied by 
your k indness high positions in  th is G rand Chapter, and for the p ast 
two the highest honoi in  your gift, I  re tu rn  you my grateful ac-
knowledgm ents. W hen I  retire  from th is chair I  will gladly resum e 
my place as a craftsm an on the floor, ready and willing at all tim es 
to work in  any field w here my labors may be required. T he reports 
from the  Committee on Foreign Correspondence will show th a t I 
leave you a t peace with all o ther G rand Chapters, and th a t brotherly  
love prevails.

To my associate G rand Officers I am greatly indebted for assistance
and acts of courtesy and kindness, an d especially to our honored
G rand Secretary am  I  under great obligations for the  m any th ings 
th a t he has done to lessen the burdens of my official position. Com-
panions, le t us renew  our vows, and en ter upon the coming year 
w ith a determ ination to labor more faithfully  and earnestly than ever 
in the noble work com m itted to our hands. L et us strive for the
prom otion of th e  best in te rests of our royal craft, and  for the  general

1887.] GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA. 9
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good of hum anity. Thus we will discharge our duty  and  th e  G rand 
R uler of the  universe will bless and  rew ard us accordingly.

All of which is respectfully  subm itted.

REPORTS MADE.

The Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary made
their Annual Reports, and the Reports were referred 
to the Committee on Finance.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

Companion Palm er Job Pillans, Chairman of Com-
m ittee on Foreign Correspondence, made a report, and 
it was referred and ordered to be printed. (S ee  A p -
pendix.)

COMMITTEE ON WORK.

The Committee on W ork proceeded to make report, 
and the report was received and concurred in.

Companion W illiam S. Foster, Chairman of the 
Committee on the Grand H igh P riest’s Address, made 
the following report, and the report was received and 
concurred in.

REPORT ON GRAND HIGH PRIEST’S ADDRESS.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter o f Alabama :
Your Committee to whom was referred  th e  A nnual Address of the 

M. Ex. G rand High P riest, beg leave to report th a t they have read
the Address w ith a great deal of pleasure, and recom m end its careful
perusal to every m em ber of the Royal C raft throughout th is G rand 
Jurisdiction. We recom m end th a t so m uch of the  Address as relates
to the  death of P ast G rand High P riest Peleg Brown be referred  to a 
special com m ittee of three. T hat so m uch of the sam e as relates 
to a proposed change in the tim e of holding th e  Annual Convocation 
of th e  G rand C hapter be referred  to the Comm ittee on Jurisprudence.
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And we fu rth e r  recom m end th a t all official acts of the M. Ex. 

G rand High P riest, as reported  by him  to the G rand Chapter, be 
approved.

F raternally  subm itted.
W. S. FO STER,
j n o . a . McKin n o n ,
JAM ES T. BECK,

Committee.

The Grand H igh Priest announced the following — 

STANDING COMMITTEES.

On C h a k t e k e d  C h a p t e b s  No. 1. -G eorg e W. H ardy, George W. 
Porter, George Pettijohn .

On C h a b t e k e d  C h a p t e b s  No. 2.—Oliver C. Wiley, Wm. S. Ford, 
D eW itt C linton W hite.

On C h a e t e e e d  C h a p t e b s  N o . 3 .—Jam es T. Beck, George L. Sm ith, 
Oliver P. Looney.

O n  F in a n c e .— B . F .  Pope, DeW itt C. W hite, Sam Thom pson.
On D is p e n s a t io n s . —H enry C. Wiley, Charles W. Eichelberger, 

George P e ttijohn .
O n  J u e is p e c d e n c e . — Wm. S. Foster, Noah A. Agee, George C. 

Gowdey.

The M. Ex. Grand H igh Priest announced the fol-
lowing Committee on R esolutions on the death of Past 
Grand H igh Priest P eleg Brown :

Com panion W i l l ia m  S. F o s t e e ,
Com panion P a l m e b  J . P i l l a n s ,

Companion P h i l i p C. C a n d id u s .

And then the Grand Chapter was called from labor 
to refreshment until to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.



12 PROCEEDINGS OP THE [1887.

IN GRAND CHAPTER
W ed n esd a y M o r n in g , December 7, 1887.

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to 
labor at 9:80 ; the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, W illiam  
W allace Screws, presidiD g; the other Grand Officers 
at their several stations.

The minutes were read and approved.

Companion W illiam S. F oster made report on the 
Rulings of the Grand Chapter, and was referred to 
Committee on Jurisprudence.

Companion George W. Hardy, from the Committee 
on Chartered Chapters No. 1, made the following re-
port, and the report was received and concurred in :

REPO RT ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 1.
To Ihe M. Ex. Grand Chapter o f Alabama :

Your Comm ittee on C hartered C hapters No. 1 beg leave to report 
th a t they have examined the re tu rns subm itted  to them , and find the  
following—

c o k k e c t :

Tuscaloosa
Tuscum bia
Livingston.

No. 1 Monroe 
. “ 10 Gainesville
. “  20 M obile____

No. 4
, “  13 
. “  21

All of which is fraternally  subm itted.
GEORGE W. HARDY, 
GEORGE W. PO R TER, 
LUCIAN G. PETTIJO H N ,

Committee.
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Companion Oliver C. W iley, from the Committee on 
Chartered Chapters No. 2, made the following report,
and the report was received and concurred i n :

REPO R T ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 2.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter o f Alabama :
Your Com m ittee on C hartered C hapters No. 2 beg leave to report 

th a t they have carefully exam ined the re tu rn s  subm itted  to them , 
and find the following—

cobkect :

M ontgom ery............................No. 22 I Saint Jo h n s ................... . . .  No. 28
Camden . ,   “  40 | T y rian   “  54

incoebect :

T a l l a d e g a  N o . 23.—I n i t i a l s  u s e d ,  a n d  tw o  w h o  a r e  r e p o r t e d  d e a d  
a r e  r e p o r t e d  a m o n g  m e m b e r s  ; b l a n k s  n o t  f i l l e d  o u t .

E l i’ton No. 76.—Blanks no t filled out.
H i l l a b e e No. 7 9 .— Amount of dues to th e G rand C hapter does not

correspond w ith the num ber of m em bers reported in good standing,
being short $1.25.

All of which is fraternally  subm itted.
OLIVER C. W ILEY, 
W ILLIAM  S. FOSTER,

Committee.

Companion Jam es Tait Beck, from the Committee
on Chartered Chapters No. 3, made the following re-
port, and the report was received and concurred in :

R EPO R T ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 3.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alabama:
Your com m ittee on Chartered C hapters No. 3 beg leave to report 

th a t they  have carefully exam ined th e  re tu rn s  subm itted  to them , 
an d  f i n d  the following—

cobkect:

G asto n . . .  
Notasulga.

No. 85 I M oulton........
“  92 | Daniel P ra tt

No. 87
“  96
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INCORRECT :

C oosa N o. 8 6 .— N o se a l.
A ll o f  w h ic h  is f r a te r n a l ly  s u b m itte d .

JA M E S  T A IT  B E C K , 
G E O R G E  L . S M IT H , 
O L IV E R  P . L O O N E Y ,

C o m m itte e .
R E P O R T  ON FIN A N C E.

Companion Benjamin F. Pope, from the Committee 
on Finance, made report, and the report was received  
and concurred in. ( See A ppendix.)

The Grand Chapter then proceeded to the election  
of Grand Officers for the ensuing M asonic year, Com-
panions Benjamin F. Pope and W illiam  H. Long as 
Tellers, and the election resulted as follows :

E L E C T E D  GRAND O F FIC E R S.

J oseph  H en r y J o h n so n ..............T a l la d e g a .................G r a n d  H ig h  P r ie s t .
J ohn G ideon  H a r r is .................... M o n tg o m e r y . . . .D e p u ty  G . H . P r ie s t .
J a m e s  T a i t  B e c k ............................. C a m d e n ...................G r a n d  K in g .
J ohn A l exande r  M cK in n o n . . S e l m a ...................  G r a n d  S c r ib e .
W i l l ia m H en r y D in g l ey ........... M o n tg o m ery . . . . G ra n d T r e a s u r e r .
D a n ie l  S ay r e.....................................M o n tg o m e ry . . .  .G r a n d  S e c re ta ry .
B . M. S t evens..........................................................................G r a n d  C h a p la in .
H en r y  C. W i l e y ..............................T r o y  G r a n d  C. o f  H .
G eo r ge L i t t l e f ie l d  Sm i t h . . .P r a t t v i l l e  G ra n d  P . S o jo u rn e r .
W i l l ia m S. F o r d . . . .  ................ M o n tg o m e ry . . . . G r a n d  R . A .C a p ta in .
W i l l ia m  H . L o n g ......................... M o b i l e    . G r a n d  M . 3 V eil.
R ich a r d  M . Cunningh a m  B irm in g h a m . . . .G r a n d  M . 2 V eil.
G eo r ge W . A r b e r r y .....................N o ta s u lg a .................G r a n d  M . 1 V eil.
Adam R eiga b t  B a k e r ...................M o n tg o m e ry . . . .G r a n d  S e n t in e l .

Companion Benjamin F. Pope offered the following
resolution, and it was adopted :

R E -IN ST A T E M E N T O F C H A PT E R S .
Resolved, T h a t  a ll S u b o r d in a te  C h a p te r s  w h o s e  c h a r te r s  h a v e  b e e n  

re - in s ta te d  b y  m a k in g  r e tu r n s  p a y in g  o u p  y e a r ’s d u e s  to  th e
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G rand Secretary as provided by resolution a t last Annual Convoca-
tion of th is G rand Chapter, be authorized to elect officers and make 
re tu rn  thereof to the G rand Secretary.

The following were announced as the Standing Com-
mittees of the Grand C hapter:

ON WOBK.

M yles J . G reene, M. D .................................................. ..........Talladega.
William S. Foster .....................................................................Mobile.
E dm und R. H astings................................................................Montgomery.

FOREIGN COEBESPONDENCE.

Palm er Job P illan s ....................................................................Mobile.

CUSTODIAN OF THE WOKK.

Joseph H. Johnson , M. D ..................................................  Virtule Officii.

Companion W illiam W. Screws, retiring Grand H igh
Priest, then proceeded to install the Grand Officers 
elect, Companion George P. Moore as Marshal.

There being no further business to be brought be-
fore the Grand Chapter at this Annual Convocation, 
the minutes were read and approved.

CLOSED.

And then the Sixty-first Annual Grand Convocation 
of the M. Ex. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State 
of Alabama was closed in Ample Form.

D A N IE L SAYRE,
Grand Secretary.
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R EPO R T OR FO R EIG N  CO RRESPO NDENCE.

B y P . J . P IL L A N S , C h a i r m a n .

To the M. E. Grand Chapter o f Alabama :
We have endeavored to be as b rief as a proper notice of th e  condi-

tion of C apitular M asonry in  the  various jurisd ictions reviewed 
w ould perm it, to comply with the  financial requirem ents of our 
G rand Chapter. T he Proceedings th a t have reached us will be 
found alphabetically arranged in th e following. We begin w ith—•

ARKANSAS, 1886.

Held the Thirty-seventh Annual Convocation of her G rand Chap-
te r on th e 25th November, 1886, G rand High Priest Jam es H. Van-
Hoose, presiding.

There appears to be considerable activity here, the num ber sus-
pended for N. P. D. being b u t one-half of those exalted.

D ispensation for one new Chapter was issued. ,
T he G rand High P riest gave some good advice about fitting up

C hapter halls, so as to be nea t and  inviting.
Business local in  character.
Com panion W. W. G arland, G rand High Priest.
Com panion J. A. H enry, G rand Secretary.
No report on Correspondence.

CALIFORNIA, 1887.

T he T hirty-th ird A nnual Convocation of th e G rand C hapter of th is
State was held  on the 26th April, 1887, Benjam in Frank lin  T uttle  
being G rand H igh Priest. The increase in  m em bership during the 
year was exceedingly gratifying.

D ispensations for the form ation of two new Chapters were 
granted, and  they were chartered  a t th is Convocation.

T he G rand High Priest, in  his address, discoursed very beautifully  
and  im pressively upon  the  end and  objects of Capitular Masonry.
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T he T reasurer’s report shows the sum  of $25,475 as assets in  his 
hands, there being of th is a cash balance of over $5,000.

A m ovem ent was p u t on foot a t th is  Convocation to place all u n -
affiliated R. A. Masons who, residing six m onths w ith in  the ju risd ic-
tion  w ithout having m ade application for affiliation in  th e  same 
position as those suspended for non-paym ent of dues. This was re -
ferred  to the  Comm ittee on Ju risprudence, who reported  favorably 
upon it, and it  was adopted.

An exceedingly able, and  we had  almost said convincing report, 
was m ade by the  Com mittee on Ju risp rudence against the  repeal of 
a general regulation w hich declared th e  Cernean branch  of the 
Scottish R ite illegitim ate, and prohibited masonic intercourse with
its mem bers, and its recom m endation was adopted “ w ith almost
en tire u n an im ity .”

M ichael Jam es K eating, San Francisco, G rand H igh Priest.
Thom as H ubbard  Caswell, San Francisco, G rand Secretary.
The la tter, as usual, m ade th e  report on C orrespondence, review-

ing Alabama for 1885 and 1886.

CANADA, 1887.

M. E. Com panion Thom as Sargant, G. Z,, opened the  T hirtieth  
A nnual Convocation of th is  G rand C hapter in  Ample Form  on the 
15th day of Ju ly , 1887.

T he effect of d istu rb ing  elem ents in  th e  Masonic circle w ithin th is 
jurisd iction  is clear w hen we find th a t th is once flourishing sister is 
now decreasing in  the  num ber of her m em bership. We find the G.
H. P riest very hopeful, however.

The com m ittee on the condition of C apitular M asonry, speaking of 
th e  reports of the  G rand S uperin tenden ts, say “ some of these re-
ports indicate progress, o thers indifference, and  a feu apa thy .”

R obert H endry, J r ., K ingston, G. Z.
David McClellan, H am ilton, G. S. E.
T he rep o rt on Correspondence is again made by Com panion H enry 

Robertson. In  it  we find Alabama for 1886.

COLORADO, 1886.

T he Tw elfth A nnual Convocation was held on 7th October, 1886, 
Law rence N. Greenleaf, G rand High Priest, presiding. We find the 
Craft increasing in  num bers in  Colorado. T he G rand High P riest of 
i t  says : “ I  am happy to inform  you th a t Royal Arch M asonry in
th is jurisd iction  is in  a healthy and  prosperous condition.” He
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gran ted  dispensations for two new Chapters, and bo th  were char-
tered  a t th is  Convocation.

Christopher C. Gird, Denver, G rand High Priest.
Ed. C. Parm elee, Georgetown, G rand Secretary.
Companion Byron L. Carr subm itted  th e  re p o rt , on Correspond-

ence, and  of the  various proceedings exam ined, forty-one in  num ber, 
he says :

We have exam ined these reports w ith in te re s t for the purpose of 
discovering, if possible, “ some new th in g ” which we m ight tell to 
the  Com panions of our Masonic “ Areopagus,” b u t none of the 
“ A thenians nor the  strangers ” w ith whom we have conversed have 
discovered any unknow n God of whom they could say “  H im  whom 
ye ignorantly  worship declare I  un to  ye.”

H aving then descanted at some length upon conflict of jurisd ic-
tion betw een th e G rand Mark Lodge of G reat B ritain an d the G rand
C hapter of Quebec, and on th e  subject of physical qualification, he 
concludes :

Except as herein  reported  it  appears from the published reports 
th a t the work of clearing away the  rubbish, and laying the founda-
tion of the new tem ple has progressed w ithout m olestation or in ter-
ference a t the  hands of any adversaries from beyond the river or 
from o ther tribes or peoples. Im p ortan t discoveries have continued 
to be made among th e  ru ins, an d  have been b rough t up  for in -
spection, and the fa ith fu l w orkm an has been duly rew arded for his 
valuable labors T he tem ple still continues to rise, an d  a goodly 
num ber of so journers are still arriving to engage in the  great and 
glorious work.

CONNECTICUT, 1887.

T he E ighty-ninth  Annual Convocation of th is G rand C hapter was 
held  on 10th day of May, 1887, w ith Companion Jam es McCormick, 
G rand High Priest, presiding.

Capitular M asonry holds its  own in  th is jurisd iction . W ith 
liveliest feelings of pleasure we note th a t not one was suspended for 
non-paym ent of dues.

Cash balance, though small, in  treasury.
No grievances found their way in to th e G rand Chapter to d isturb

its  harmony.
T he G rand Lodge of th is  State having revoked the charter of 

H iram  Lodge No. 1, New H aven, and forbidden masonic in tercourse 
with its  m em bers, this G rand C hapter also forbade such intercourse.

All the  C hapters b u t one were represented.
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Com panion R euben H. Tucker, Ansonia, G rand H igh Priest.
Com panion Joseph K. W heeler, H artford , G rand Secretary.
Com panion J. H. Barlow again presented the report on Cor-

respondence, Alabama for 1885 and 1886 being found  in  it. He was 
averse last year to the lim itation of the  num ber of tim es one may be 
m ade G rand High P riest consecutively, and re ite ra tes  his objection 
again.

R eferring to our review of the  condition of th e  Craft in  th is, our 
ju risd iction , in  1886, he “  hopes and tru s ts  th a t we will succeed in 
finding the  cause for such decline and apply  th e  rem edy.”

H e th inks th a t a G. H . P. “ is invested w ith certain prerogatives
pertaining to h is office w hich may or may no t be given him by th e
constitu tion of his G rand C hapter.”

DAKOTA, 1887.

We have in  hand  the  proceedings of th e  Third A nnual Convoca-
tion of th is G rand Chapter, held on 15th Ju n e, 1887, Conpanion
P e ter Pickton, G rand High Priest.

No dispensations for th e  organization of new Chapters were 
granted , although th ree were applied for, thus indicating  the  caution 
of the  G rand High Priest.

The G rand H igh P riest recom m ended th a t no one be exalted to the 
B. A. Degree u n til he has chosen and  recorded his m ark, and  th a t 
th e  same be reported  by th e  Secretary to the G rand Secretary, who 
should keep a record of th e  m arks of all the  b rethren  w ithin the 
ju risd iction .

M em bership, 958 ; increase, 1'20. Splendid showing.
A charter was g ranted  to one Chapter.
Companion Collins D. P ra tt, H andreau, G rand High Priest.
Companion Thom as J. W ilder, Casselton, G rand Secretary.
T he la tte r p resen ted  th e  report on Correspondence, w hich was 

p rin ted  and in  the  hands of the Com panions of the G rand C hapter 
w hen it  opened. This is w hat we have sought for m any years to ac-
com plish in  our ju risd iction , h u t w ithout effect. In  th is report we 
find th a t Alabama for 1886 received fra terna l notice.

D ISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1886.

T he Tw entieth  A nnual Convocation of th is G rand C hapter was 
held  on Decem ber 8th, 1886, w ith Com panion George E. Carson, 
G rand High Priest.
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As th e population of the seat of the general governm ent grows, so

does the  m em bership of th is G rand Chapter.
There were no grievances, b u t every C hapter was enjoying com-

plete harm ony am ong its  com panions and w ith o ther Chapters.
At th e  Sem i-annual Convocation, held on 9th June, 1886, the 

proclam ation of the G. Z. of the G rand Chapter of Quebec suspend-
ing intercourse betw een th a t body and  th e  G rand C hapter of E ng-
land was read and  referred  to a com m ittee to report a t the  Annual 
Convocation, b u t fu rth er tim e was granted for the  report.

Com panion W illiam G. Pow ers, G rand High Priest.
Companion L. G. S tephens, G rand Secretary.
Com panion William R. Singleton again made the  report on Cor-

respondence, Alabama for 1885 being among the proceedings re-
viewed.

DELAW ARE, 1887.

The N ineteenth A nnual Convocation was held  on th e  19th day of 
January , 1887, Companion William C. Baggerly being M. E. G rand 
High Priest.

The Craft has lost none in  num ber during the year.
The G rand High P riest recom m ends th e  lim itation of office of 

G rand R epresentatives, and a lim it of th ree years was adopted.
Companion W. C. Baggerley, W ilmington, G rand High Priest.
Companion Jam es H. Price, W ilmington, G rand Secretary.
The Committee on Correspondence, th rough th e ir Chairm an, Jno .

Otto, J r ., “ say th a t they prepared no report, owing to the fact th a t
th e  funds of the G rand Chapter would no t perm it of having the 
same p rin ted .”

G. M. M. LODGE OF ENGLAND AND WALES.

We are aware th a t a t th e  Tri-ennial Convocation of G. G. Chapter, 
held on 28th Septem ber, 1886, all Subordinate C hapters of obedience
to the G. G. C hapter were forbidden to recognize any person or per-
sons having received the Mark Degree in  any organization holding 
u n d er th e  G rand Lodge of M. M. M. above ; nor would we, being a 
com ponent p art of th is G. G. C hapter, have noticed the proceed-
ings upon our desk, b u t for a passage in  th e  report of the G eneral 
Board and some rem arks thereon w hich we th in k  it  is well for our 
com panions to be apprised  of. They are as follows :
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The G eneral G rand C hapter of th e  U nited States of America, act-

ing in  support of the unconstitu tional pre tensions of the G rand 
Chapter of Quebec, have w ithdraw n their recognition of th is G rand 
Lodge. I t  is satisfactory to find th a t a m inority  of 65 against 99 re -
fused to concur in th is attack on ancient landm arks. Should, how-
ever, th is action of the General G rand Chapter be found to involve 
any practical in ju ry  to English M ark M asters in  the U nited States, 
w hich it  is earnestly  hoped may no t be the case, th is G rand Lodge 
will be reluctan tly compelled to give them its support in working the
M ark Degree.

On the debate for adopting th is report, the following was said :

Bro. Alfred Williams moved th a t the report be adopted.
Bro. W. J. H ughan, P. G. W ., G rand Representative of the G rand 

Chapter of Pennsylvania, objected to the paragraph w ith regard to 
the G eneral G rand C hapter of the U nited  States, and regretted  to 
find in  it  the  concluding sentence—“ Should, however, th is action of 
th e  General G rand C hapter be found to involve any practical in ju ry  
to E nglish M ark M asters in  the  U nited States, which it  is earnestly 
hoped may no t be the  case, th is G rand Lodge will be reluctan tly  
com pelled to give them  its support in  working th e  Mark D egree.” 
He subm itted th a t if those words m eant anything, they m eant a
th rea t to issue w arrants for th e  working of Mark M asonry in  the 
U nited States, and he was very sorry to read such in  th e  report, b e-
cause if they were adopted by th is G rand Lodge they would widen 
instead  of healing the breach which existed between the American 
bre th ren  and th e  Mark Masons of th is country. He had for many’ 
years taken  a very deep in terest in  Mark M asonry of the  U nited 
States, with respect to E nglish brethren  visiting Mark Lodges and 
Chapters there and becom ing joining mem bers, and had given a very 
careful study to the whole question. He had heard  it  said th a t in 
considering the m atter of th e difficulties between th e G rand Chapter
of Quebec and M ark G rand Lodge of England, it  would be on the 
same lines as th a t of the  G rand Lodge of Quebec and  th e  G rand 
Lodge of England, b u t he begged to differ from th a t view. W ith 
respect to the G rand Lodge of E ngland, he considered th a t body was 
wholly in  the right, whereas the  G rand Lodge of Quebec was wholly 
in  the wrong, b u t with regard to the G rand C hapter of Quebec, and 
the  Mark G rand Lodge of England, his opinion was th a t both were in 
the wrong, and th a t being th e  case, the  m em bers of th e  G rand M ark 
Lodge of England should be very careful how they proceeded 
There were some 38 G rand Chapters and 124,000 M ark M asons who 
were Royal Arch Masons, under the G eneral G rand Chapter of 
U. S. A. They would be v irtually  cu t off from all those bodies by 
passing th is portion of the report. I t  was tru e  there were th ree  
G rand C hapters no t connected with the U nited States G. G. Chapter,
one being Pennsylvania w ith which he was connected and had 
offered its  good offices in bringing about a be tte r feeling betw een the 
two bodies, b u t i t  seemed to  him  th a t if G rand M ark Lodge of E ng-
land used th is  th rea t they  would only do so in  order ro carry it  out, 
hence such a trea t a t the p resen t stage of th e  proceedings would do
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very m uch harm  instead of doing good. He was very sorry th a t M. 
W. Bro. Canon Portal was not present, as he was so well inform ed 
on the subject. He could no t help th inking th a t if they carefully 
considered the whole question, they would see th a t by virtually 
th reaten ing  the  U nited  States G rand Chapters they entirely  cu t them -
selves off from  association w ith them . W ith respect to the  action of 
the  G rand Lodge of England, le t them  bear in  m ind th a t though 
edicts of non-intercourse had been issued against it, th a t G rand 
Lodge had no t th reatened  to issue w arrants in  the U nited  States, and 
he did no t suppose it  ever would. He though t it was outside the 
province of G rand Mark Lodge to do so, and he hoped for the  sake 
of the b re th ren who were M ark Masons in th is country who desired
to visit lodges and C hapters in  the U nited  States, th a t th e  words he 
had  read would be obliterated  from th e  report. He did no t propose 
any am endm ent, b u t he p u t it  to the V ice-President of the General 
Board, w hether he did not th in k  under th e  circum stances, for the 
sake of good feeling betw een the M ark M asons of E ngland and the
Boyal Arch Masons of the U nited  States the sentence had better be 
om itted. Even if  th e  m atte r were postponed till the December 
m eeting i t  would be be tte r th an  to deal w ith it  now, but he believed 
i t  would be a m istake to adopt th a t clause a t any tim e, un d er any 
circumstances.

Bro. M ajor Woodall wished to say a few words as one who had 
been a visitor a t lodges in  Pensylvania, and in support of Bro. 
H ughan’s rem arks. Speaking from experience of the b re th ren  in  the 
U nited States he felt sure they would be unw illing there should be 
any difference of opinion. They m ight adopt the somewhat Fabian 
policy of w aiting for the tu rn  of events, and he believed if they  did 
th at, m atters would be sm oothed over. He was quite conversant with 
the  question between the G rand Lodge of Quebec and th e  G rand 
Lodge of E ngland, b u t he m ust say he thought tim e would get over
the  difficulty. He hoped they would not take a different position 
with regard to th e ir  b re th ren  of the  U nited States.

Bro. Binckes, G. S., was fully conversant w ith Canon P o rta l’s 
m ind on the  m atter, and no one more th an  he (Bro. Binckes) regret-
ted he was not p resen t to support the paragraph in th e r e p o r t ; bu t,
after Bro. H ughan’s forcible argum ent, he would ven ture to suggest 
to G rand Lodge th a t th is last paragraph be deferred till December, 
w hen it  was to be hoped Canon Portal would be with them . This 
would not elim inate it  from the  report, and  it would not be adopting 
anything hostile to the views of the  Presiden t of the Board.

A B rother suggested th a t the  whole paragraph be left out.
Bro. W. Beach, P. G. M., though t not. I t  w ould be better to refer 

the m atter back.
L ord Egerton of T atton though t i t would be very undesirable th a t

they  should have words in  the  report w hich would have the effect of 
w ounding the feelings of their American brethren , and therefore, on 
those grounds, if not on more substantial grounds, he thought th a t the 
whole paragraph had be tte r be deferred. Before the next m eeting of 
G rand Lodge the  question would be fully gone into, and meanwhile 
th e  forcible words used would no t in any way be carried into effect- 
I f  it  was the pleasure of G rand Lodge, he would suggest th a t the 
whole of the  paragraph be referred  back to th e  G eneral Board.
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This was agreed to, and th e  report, as am ended hy the omission of 

the paragraph commencing “ The General G rand Chapter of the 
U nited  States” down to “ in  w orking the M ark Degree,” was adopted.

FLORIDA, 1887.

This G rand Chapter held its  Forty-first A nnual Convocation on 
17th January , 1887, w ith Com panion Angus P atterson , G rand High
Priest.

An evident increase of p rosperity  is indicated  by th e  re tu rns, so 
th a t the opinion of th e  la st G rand High P rie s t Anderson th a t “  I 
(he) can report a renew al of in te rest w hich prom ises good resu lts ,” 
and of th e  G rand Secretary last year th a t “ the  tidal wave of im -
provem ent appears to be in  s ig h t,” were not w ithout foundation.

Two dispensations for th e  organization of new Chapters were 
issued, and th ree  charters were g ran ted  a t th is Convocation.

The Committee on R etu rns and  C redentials m ake the  following re -
m arks, and  we join in  the hope expressed m ost fervently  :

T he signs of prosperity  are with us ; for a tim e it  may yet be slow, 
to be followed w ith pleasant accelleration in  tim e no t very far dis-
tant. Such, a t least, we may all agree, is our fervent hope.

The finances show evident im provem ent.
Companion Angus Patterson, Madison, G rand High Priest.
Com panion D eW itt C. Dawkins, Jacksonville, G rand Secretary.
No report on Correspondence.

GEORGIA, 1887.

In  Annual Convocation on the  27th April, 1887, m et the  G rand 
C hapter of Georgia, Com panion Jam es W. Taylor, being M. E. G rand 
High Priest.

The G rand High P riest says of the C ra f t :

Companions, the outlook for Capitular M asonry is very flattering,
and  th e  signs of th e  fu tu re  propitious ; old charters are being re-
vived, old m em bers enthused, new ones espousing th e  cause, and 
w aste places being b u ilt up.

In  tire Chapters th a t I  have visited there  seem s to be a stronger 
desire for more M asonic light than  usual, and among th e  additions 
to our order a h igher grade of morals and intellect. C hapters are 
purg ing  them selves of unw orthy m em bers who never contribu te any-
thing to the cause, morally, financially or intellectually. This is as 
i t should be, and we exhort you to go on the good work and give us
an unadu lte ra ted  brotherhood.
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The re tu rns show an increase, though we have heen unable by any 
system  of cyphering w ith w hich we are acquainted to make i t  out 
qu ite so great as the G rand Secretary.

We are delighted to find th e following :

W h e r ea s , T he labors of a Committee on Foreign Correspondence 
tend strongly to bring about and perpetua te these desired ends ; 
therefore,

Resolved, T h at the  M. E  G rand High P riest be, and  he is hereby 
authorized and directed to appoint annually a Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence, who shall report, from year to year, on the proceed-
ings of such G rand C hapters as may be in  fraternal correspondence 
w ith th is G rand Body.

T h at Com panion Blackshear has been appointed  the Chairman.
T he Committee on the Address well rem ark th a t “  Masonry w ith-

out morality is an  em pty, unm eaning bauble, unw orthy the considera-
tion of an  in te lligen t m ind .”

Companion Jam es W. Taylor, L uthersville, G rand High Priest.
Com panion A. M. W olihin, Macon, G rand Secretary.

ILL IN O IS , 1886.

T he Thirty-seventh  A nnual Convocation of th is  G rand Chapter 
was held on 28th October, 1886, w ith Campanion John  O’Neill, G rand 
High Priest.

C apitular M asonry still continues its growth w ithin th is ju risd ic-
tion.

We would call th e  a tten tion  of G rand H igh P riests, and if possible 
of G rand M asters also, to the  conservative views of the  G rand High 
Priest as below expressed, for we are satisfied th a t m uch in jury  is 
done to our noble C raft through th e  exceeding am iability of p re -
siding officers. T hus the m ultiplication of weak Chapters, and  such 
as having lingered a while in  debt, decline and  throw upon the Ma-
sonic com m unity a horde of unaffiliated com panions, is avoided :

In  every case w here I  have been called upon to issue a dispensa-
tion for the  form ation of a new Chapter, as I  strongly oppose the o r-
ganization of any more Chapters, th ere  being, a t p resen t, one Chap-
te r to four Blue Lodges throughout the  State, i t  has been done only 
after careful inqu iry  as to the condition and  needs of the Craft in  the 
vicinity, and then  not upon the recom m endation of only the  nearest 
Chapter as required  by the G rand C hapter by-laws, bu t upon the 
recom m endation of all th e  Chapters th a t would have to cede te rri-
tory. This also accom panied w ith the recom m endation of th e  D ep-
u ty  in  charge of the d istric t in  w hich th e  new C hapter was to be



located. This has been done to avoid organizing C hapters when 
they were not really needed, and when they would not receive 
ample support to insure perm anent success.

Yet w ith all th is  caution th ree d ispensations for the form ation of 
new C hapters were issued, and  charters g ran ted  a t th is Convocation.

The G rand High Priest s ta ted  th a t a “ M asons Widows’ and Or-
p h an s’ Home ” h ad  been established in Chicago, and  hoped the 
G rand Chapter would take some step in recognition and aid of it; no 
fu rth er notice of it, however, do we find.

The G rand H igh P riest furnished four statistical tables which give 
a full history  of C apitular M asonry in  th a t jurisdiction.

Among the decisions of the G rand High P rie s t is one th a t rules 
th a t the  presence of a charter is not necessary, and  if lost .or de-
stroyed by fire, the Chapter “ does no t lose any of its powers
g ran ted .” We are pleased, however, to find the Committee on Ju ris -
prudence announcing the true doctrine in the following :

Your Committee are of th e  opinion th a t th e  actual possession of 
the C harter or W arrant of D ispensation is necessary, while it  may be 
conceded th a t a Chapter loses no righ ts or powers by the  loss of th a t 
in strum ent by  fire or otherw ise, yet, u n til the issuance and delivery 
of a duplicate or a D ispensation from the G rand High P riest author-
izing the Chapter to m eet and work, all its righ ts and  powers are 
held  in  abeyance.

Com panion George W. Curtis, Peoria, G rand High Priest.
Com panion Charles W. B arnard, Chicago, G rand Secretary.
Com panion John  M. Pearson presented  the  report on Correspond-

ence, reviewing ours for 1885. He does not like a constitutional 
provision lim iting the  duration  of th e  office of G rand High Priest, 
because circum stances m ight arise w hen it m ight be deemed advisa-
ble, an d  even desirable to continue a deserving com panion in  the 
office. He th inks th is m ight be le ft to the discretion of the  com-
panions, m em bers of th e  G rand Chapter.

Thanks, Companion Pearson, for your good opinion, b u t if  you 
had to lim it your production to an annual cost of a very few dollars,
or have it com m itted to the w aste basket, we th in k yon would learn
how to condense.

INDIANA, 1886.

H eld the Forty-first A nnual Convocation of its  G rand C hapter on 
20th October, 1886, with M. E. Com panion M ortim er Nye, G rand 
High Priest.

28 APPENDIX. [1887.
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R etu rns show no loss in  th is jurisd iction , and there was dispensa-
tion for the organization of one new C hapter, to  which, though after 
p ro test from another C hapter, a charte r was granted  at th is Convoca-
tion.

Upon an application for an  appropriation in  aid of an aged and in -
digent com panion, the Committee on Claims to whom it was referred
say th a t “ in  its opinion i t  is the duty  of resident companions to aid 
and assist the d istressed companion. We fu rth e r  believe th a t it  is 
not the duty  of G rand Bodies to afford relief, b u t th e  duty of subor-
d inates,” w hich was concurred in  by the  G rand Chapter. This is the 
view entertained in  Alabama.

D uring the  Convocation it  was reported  to the G rand Chapter th a t 
Benjam in F. Dawson, a P. G. H. P ., had  been guilty of gross unm a- 
sonic conduct, th a t of gross intoxication. W hereupon a committee 
was appointed to make investigation who preferred  the charges, and 
upon  confession of g u ilt by the defendant, he was expelled from all 
rights and privileges of R. A. Masonry.

Companion C hristian F etta , Snow Hill, G rand High Priest.
Companion John  M. Bramwell, Indianapolis, G rand Secretary.
Com panion Thom as B. Long p resen ted  the  report of th e  Commit-

tee on Correspondence, reviewing Alabama for 1885. We give below
his collection of opinions as to the value of these reports. I t  is in 
answ er to -what m ight have been an adverse opinion of Companion 
Innes, of Michigan :

The w riter differs w ith Com panion Inn es as to the  in te rest and 
value of the discussions carried on by th e  corps of correspondents. 
They are, in  the language of High P riest B latt, of Dakota, “  th e  edu-
cational force of the in stitu tio n .” Companion D admun says of 
them  : “  Our periodicals, histories and  reviews are sweeping away
the cobwebs of ignorance, and opening up the basal structure, so 
th a t we m ay see upon w hat a solid foundation our superstructure is 
erected.” Companion Pierson says of the reports : “  T he la tte r is
generally prepared by reading, th ink ing  Masons, and their opinions 
are oftentim es w orth more than  the action of the  G rand Bodies.” 
Com panion Savery has called them “ th e beautifu l gardens of M a-
sonic litera tu re ,” containing “ fragran t flowers of brotherly  love, re -
lief, morality, and tru th .” And even Companion Innes, h im self, has 
said : “ They have been found unusually in teresting ,” and th a t he
“  has endeavored to extract th e  choicest portions, and place them  
before th e com panions of our (his) jurisd iction , th a t they m ight en-
joy in  p a rt the pleasure th a t we (he) had  in  its  en tire ty .” Now, all 
these things are said principally  of the  addresses of G rand High 
Priests  and  the  opinions and  essays of correspondents, and  no t of 
th e  dull dry details of th e  business transacted at th e  annual convoca-
tion. I f  every correspondent would extract only these, and th en  re-
m ain silent, and give no expression to though t or sentim ent sug-
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gested by them , or cognate to them , Com panion Innes would, i t  is 
feared, fail to collect m any th ree  hundred  page reports.

Yet, circum stances may be such th a t th e  R eporter may desire ra th er 
to show to his companions the opinions of others than  h is own, as 
perchance an exhausted treasury.

IOWA, 1886.

T he T h irty -th ird  A nnual Convocation was held on October 20th, 
1886, w ith Com panion Sylvester S. Bean, G rand High Priest, p re-
siding. We find Capitular M asonry becom ing stronger here 
annually.

The G rand High P riest expresses the opinion th a t in w hatever de-
gree the  work to be done, the  Chapter m ust be first opened, and 
having accomplished the work of the degree and  work resum ed in  
the  C hapter, i t  will th en  be closed. This is approved by the G rand 
C hapter.

He issued some dispensations for balloting out of tim e, and accom-
panies h is report of them  with these words : ‘ ‘ W hile I  am opposed
personally to the prerogative, yet i t  seems in  some cases alm ost in -
d ispensable.” He th inks th a t before advancem ent th e  candidate 
should “  m ake him self absolutely proficient in all the  lectures up to 
and including the O. B .’s of each degree as he  advances, and G rand 
Chapter adopted the  following :

Resolved, T hat no High P riest shall confer any of th e  degrees be-
longing to C apitular M asonry, as practiced in  th is jurisdiction, u n til 
a fter th e  candidate therefor shall have subm itted  him self to an  ex-
am ination in  open lodge and shown such proficiency in the  preced-
ing degree as shall be satisfactory to the m em bership of th e C hapter
in  which such degree is to be conferred.

From  the G rand L ectu rer’s report, we copy the  following :

The ark  used in  th e  C hapter should rep resen t th e  substitu te  ark  
said to have been found in the arch a t th e  rebuilding of the  tem ple, 
and  should bear upon its  sides and top  the  inscrip tions w hich the 
lectures teach were on it  when found. But the ones used in  our 
Chapters, for th e  most p art, are not so m arked ; and some have no 
m arks thereon th a t convey any in te lligen t inform ation. And very 
few are correctly m arked ; and when the  candidates are inform ed 
th a t the  inscrip tions on th e  ark  are to be read th u s and so, and the 
H igh P riest is asked to read and explain th e  same, he is compelled 
to answ er th a t he cannot, for the reason th a t he does not know the 
m eaning of the characters. T he ark in  the Chapters should be cor-
rectly  and  uniform ly m arked. T he contents of the' ark  should in
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some m easure represen t w hat the lectures say they are in tended to 
represent. B ut if the contents of all in  th e  sta te  could be collected 
they would furnish  a sufficient stock to supply a curiosity shop.

I  found in  one piece of broom -handle which, although it  never 
“ budded and blossom ed,” yet it  may have borne fru it in  the  hands 
of some irate spouse when her liege lord did not walk in the straight
m atrim onial path . And in  one a pill-box, w hich on opening I  ex-
pected to find som ething in  th e  shape of pellets, b u t I found it 
em pty, and  w hether the  contents had been used to help some tardy 
bro ther over th e  “ rough and rugged roads in  his journey ,” or o ther-
wise. I  could no t ascertain  ; b u t it  did no t afford even a smell of th a t 
article of food w hich it  pu rported  to represent.

W ith such emblems exhibited to illustra te  th e  teachings of the 
order, th e  in telligent candidate is disposed to look upon the whole 
ceremony as a farce.

Prom  which i t  would appear th a t Chapters are constitu ted  when 
no t prepared  for work.

The following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, By th is G rand C hapter, th a t in accordance with the 
recom m endation of the G rand L ecturer, th a t an  edition of three
hundred  copies of Sheville’s work, known as the  “ ----------------- ,” be
procured for the  use of Chapters in  th is jurisd iction  ; th a t the proof- 
sheets of th e edition be subm itted to the G rand High P riest and
G rand L ecturer, for revision, before th e  p rin ting  is com pleted ; th a t 
one copy be furnished to each subordinate Chapter, and additional 
copies be sold to such Chapters as desire them  at such price as shall 
be fixed by the G rand High P riest

Now we do no t know w hether th is is a m onitor or a cypher or what 
i t  is, b u t as its  nam e as known seems to be concealed, we th in k  it 
fishy.

Com panion Thom as B. Ercanbrack, Anamosa, G rand High Priest.
Com panion John  C. Parish , DesMoines, G rand Secretary.
This last m ade the  rep o rt on Correspondence, reviewing Alabama 

for 1885, giving full extracts from our proceedings. In  reference to 
the  rem ark th a t soon a m an w ithout a head may be m ade a Mason, 
he p iquantly  rem arks :

And yet, if we stop to analyze the m em bership of a lodge or C hap-
ter, we will be astonished a t the num ber of Com panions of the 
acephalous class who have been perm itted  to pass w ithin the vails, 
although they were regarded as physically perfect on their reception 
in to  th e  o rd e r ; b u t w hen th e  test of m entality is applied, their 
headlessness becomes apparent, and of the two, we believe physical 
headlesgness is preferable.
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KANSAS, 1887.

The Twenty-second A nnual Convocation of the G rand C hapter of 
th is State was held on 15th February , 1887, w ith Com panion Andrew
M. Callahan, G rand High P riest. The grow th of Capitular Masonry 
here  is very rap id  and large. D uring the year dispensations for the 
form ation of six new Chapters were issued, and a t th is Convocation 
five of them  were chartered.

T he Com m ittee on Correspondence made a special report on the 
difficulty betw een the G. M. M. Lodge of E ngland and the  G rand 
C hapter of Quebec, concluding w ith the  hereinafte r quoted resolu-
tion , which was adopted. T he G rand High Priest, in  his address, 
had stated  th a t “ in  our (his) judgm ent am ong the  wise th ings th a t 
it (the G. G. C hapter) did, it w ithdrew  its recognition of the  G rand 
Lodge of M. M. M asons of E ngland and W ales.” Ought not th is ac-
tion of the G. G. Chapter to which we are subservient have been
sufficient? Are we not bound as m uch by th is  action as if  we make 
the  same announcem ent, and could we recognize and  fraternize any 
one of obedience to th a t G rand Lodge w ithout ourselves being guilty 
of a serious masonic crime ? W hy, then , such a resolution.

Com panion William D. Thom pson, M inneapolis, G rand High 
Priest.

Com panion Jo h n  H. Brown, W yandotte, G rand Secretary.
The la tte r made the  C orrespondence R eport, including in  i t  Ala-

bam a for 1885. In  h is in troduction  he gives a key as to what a re-
p o rt should be :

In preparing this report, the w ants of hom e readers have been the
sole guide, and if more has been selected than  w ritten , i t  was be-
cause such selections were deem ed th e  best torches to sp read  light. 
We therefore invite perusal, and  tru s t it  will in  some m easure incite 
our com panions to make resolute efforts to reach the highest plane 
of masonic thought and work.

KENTUCKY, 1886.

H eld h e r Seventy-first Annual Convocation on 19th day of Octo-
ber, 1886, Companion B ernard  G. W itt, being G rand High Priest. 
T he num bers of the  craftsm en are dim inishing in  th is jurisdiction. 
One dispensation for a new Chapter was issued.

Business entirely local.
Com panion H iram  Bassett, M illersburg, G rand High Priest.
Com panion Joseph H. Branham , Louisville, G rand Secretary.



1887.] APPENDIX. 33
Tlie p resen t G rand High P riest prepared and  subm itted  th e  review 

of proceedings, including those of Alabama for 1885.
This is his seventh report, and as he tells us his last. We would 

have seen th is w ithout being told, as we find him elevated to the 
suprem e position. We regret parting  w ith  an old friend, b u t such 
th ings happen  every day ; yet we wish him as m uch pleasure in his 
new position as we know he enjoyed in  the old, and th a t his years 
may be m any. Adieu ! Companion.

LOUISIANA, 1887.

The Fortie th  Annual Convocation was held on February  16th, 1887, 
Companion D ennison Stockton, G rand High P riest, presiding. We 
fear th a t C apitular M asonry is slowly d im inishing here. This we 
deplore, and  still hope a revival will begin soon to  be displayed. 
T he G rand High P riest him self seems b u rthened  w ith th e  same fear, 
w hich draws from him  these words :

Such is the  sum m ary of the year's labors of your G rand High 
Priest. I t  seems of itse lf to indicate th a t the sublim e degree of the 
Koyal Arch, the crowning m ystery of American Masonry, does not
awaken th a t in te rest to which its  excellence entitles it. Too m any 
com panions a tta in  our degrees and become inm ates of our Chapters 
simply with a view of passing onward w ith as rapid a pace as possi-
ble to the m ost exalted m asonic stations. These solemn mysteries, 
which were once the cherished possession of the devoted few, are 
now the property  of the careless and indifferent many. I t  would be 
well if advancem ent could be m ade to  depend upon  proficiency in 
preceding degrees. I t  behooves our subordinate C hapters to elect 
men to official positions who will be faith fu l and diligent ; who will
provide th a t the work be conducted w ith dignity and in terest, and 
th a t th e  lessons be so enforced th a t companions shall be helped for-
ward over the rough and rugged path  of life, and taught to live hum -
bly before God, so th a t in  due time, when th is earth ly  pilgrim age is 
over, they may look to be exalted unto  the heavenly habitations.

T he finances are in  good shape.
Companion R ichard Lam bert, New Orleans, G rand High Priest.
Companion J. C. Batchelor, M. D., New O rleans, G rand Seoretary.
There was no report on Correspondence.

MAINE, 1887.

The Sixty-second A nnual Convocation of th is  G rand Chapter was 
held on 3d May, 1887, with Com panion Jam es M. Nevans, G rand

3
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H igh Priest. T he num ber of m em bers continues to increase in  th is 
jurisd iction .

T he G rand High P riest recom m ended th a t an  applican t for the  de-
grees should have been a residen t of the State one year, and of the 
jurisd iction  of the C hapter before his petition  be received

There was exhibited some little friction on th e  m ovem ent m ade in 
G. G. C hapter to prepare and prom ulgate a com plete R itual for the
several degrees.

G rand Chapter adopted the  following :

“  S ec . 36. Rejection.—No candidate whose application may have 
been rejected  in  any C hapter un d er th is  jurisd iction , shall be re -
ceived in any C hapter o ther than  th a t to w hich he first applied, ex-
cept after five years from such rejection, unless the C hapter recom -
m end him  to another C hapter by an unanim ous vote, taken by the 
secret b a l l o t h a v e  attended  to the  duty  assigned, and beg leave to 
report th a t said am endm ent ought to have a passage.

W hich th u s gets rid  of perpetual ju risd iction .
The Comm ittee on Ju risprudence, to whom had been .referred  the 

question  of advisability of exchange of jurisd iction  w ith border 
G rand C hapters, reported :

T hat they hold th a t the  concession of concurren t jurisd iction  in 
any p a rt of the  State to another G rand Chapter, is in  conflict with 
the doctrine of exclusive te rrito rial ju risd iction , and would be likely 
to lead to serious complications, and they cannot recom m end any 
change in our law w hich would give general perm ission to candi-
dates residen t in  M aine to  apply to C hapters out of th e  State.

Companion Jam es M. Nevans, B uckport, G rand High Priest.
Companion Ira  Berry, Portland , G rand Secretary.
Com panion D rum m ond m ade one of his very able reports on Cor-

respondence. In  it  we find Alabama for 1886, and  com m enting on a 
p a rt of G rand High Priest Screws’ address, he sa y s :

We are a t a loss to account for the continuous decadence of 
M asonry in  Alabama for the  p ast few years. I t  is not confined to 
th e  Chapters. T he G rand Council has ceased to exist, and unless 
th e downw ard course is soon arrested , the G rand C hapter m ust fol-
low its  example, and even the G rand Lodge is in  danger.

So are we, b u t we th in k  th a t we see some evidences of the dawn of 
a be tte r day, and b righter times.

We copy for the benefit of th e  Craft w hat he says o n 'th e  adm issi-
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bility  of tb e  records of civil courts in  m asonic trials, because the 
question has annoyed us :

B ut re tu rn ing  to the  main question, we adm it th a t in  m ost courts 
it is held th a t a record of a conviction is technically hearsay, and  is 
excluded because bo th  parties are no t bound by it. A record, how-
ever, is always adm issible to prove a fact necessarily found by it, 
when offered in ano ther case betw een the  same parties. W hen the 
parties are not th e  same, the  record is excluded because th e  one no t 
a party  to it is no t bound by i t ; and it  is held to be u n ju st th a t one 
party  to the new case should be bound by th e  record of the old case, 
when the o ther p arty  is not so bound. As prosecutions for offenses 
in  our civil courts are in the name of th e  State or of th e  people, a 
judgm ent of th e  conviction or acquittal of a m an is admissible in  
another prosecution when the  sam e fact or allegation is in question. 
If  m asonic prosecutions were in the nam e of th e  State or th e  people, 
a judgm ent of the civil court would be admissible under the strictest 
ru les of evidence ; and not only adm issible b u t conclusive. Now,
while a masonic prosecution is no t technically in  the  nam e of 
the State, i t  is essentially s o : in  both  cases the public weal 
is w hat is represen ted  in  the prosecution : and a m ere technicality  
ought not to exclude evidence, th a t would be adm issible b u t for the 
technicality, especially as M asonry does not of necessity adopt all 
th e  rules of the civil law. In  a trial in  court, a specific charge is 
made ; the accused is heard  ; the  testim ony is taken upon oath u n -
der stric t rules of law ; the jury  are sworn to base their verdict upon 
th e law and the evidence, aud m ust be satisfied of the guilt of the
accused beyond a reasonable doubt. T heir decision is en titled  to 
weight. I t  is said th a t the evidence produced in  the civil court may 
be equally produced before the  lodge. This is no t tru e , theoretically 
or practically : the civil court can compel the  attendance of wit-
nesses, while the lodge can have only those who testify  voluntarily  ; 
and  i t  is well known th a t very, very often it  is im practicable to ob-
ta in  th e  testim ony of profanes We hold, therefore, th a t the  judg-
m ent of the civil courts should be adm itted in masonic trials, to 
receive such w eight as each mem ber of the  lodge deems ju st, leaving 
th e  accused or the  prosecutor, as the case may be, to overcome the  
effect of it  by o ther evidence if he can.

To him  we are indeb ted  for a general statistical" table, w hich we 
append w ith thanks :
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Grand Chapters.

M
em

be
rs.

Ex
al

ta
tio

ns
.

Ad
mi

ssi
on

s 
&  

Re
sto

ra
tio

ns
.

D
ism

iss
io

ns
.

Ex
pu

lsi
on

s.

Su
sp

en
sio

ns
.

Su
s. 

tor
 

.N
on

-
pa

ym
en

t 
du

s.
D

ea
th

s.

A labam a....................................... 464 23 8 9 0 0 15 6
A rk an sa s ................................... 1,235 112 42 21 2 1 59 25
California..................................... 4,180 241 81 72 1 *75 63
C anada.......................................... 3,658 148 24 103 0 *92 31
Colorado....................................... 1,264 114 15 36 0 *7 9
C onnecticut............................... 4,227 150 14 21 0 0 36 67
D a k o ta .......................................... 958 159 32 44 0 *11 8
D elaw are..................................... 275 15 1 1 0 *8 6
D istrict of Colum bia................ 1,259 113 35 21 0 *22 21
F lorida.......................................... 259 26 9 5 0 *6 13
Georgia......................................... 1,084 65 26 29 0 *18 15
I ll in o is ........................................ 12,341 834 121 303 b *235 141
Ind ian a .......................................... 4,912 238 48 182 13 4 89 61
Io w a .............................................. 6,382 501 94 247 8 *152 47
K ansas........................................... 3,155 296 70 94 1 *15 36
K entucky...................................... 2,260 152 34 87 2 *99 44
L o u is ian a .................................... 682 21 7 3 0 6 9 29
M aine............................................. 4,362 183 20 44 0 0 35 53
M aryland ..................................... 1,202 61 29 32 2 *32 19
M assach u se tts .......... ................ 9,897 557 205 14 110 107
M ichigan....................................... 8,738 565 69 182 3 3 123 109
M innesota.................................... 2,844 200 34 74 0 0 bb 23
M issiesipp i................................ 1,134 42 20 20 0 0 64 25
M issouri................................. 4,786

1,706
193 73 80 0 *77 45

N ebraska....................................... 246 128 67 2 *33 9
N ev ad a .f...................................... 352 32 12 17 0 0 17 4

New H am pshire......................... 2,517 115 126 17 0 0 4 38
New Je rse y ................................. 2,465 104 26 70 0 *57 29
New York..................................... 15,267 900 173 238 4 1 562 231
N orth  C arolina........................... 930 41 7 6 0 2 1 8
Nova Scotia, f ............................. 507 38 2 18 0 2 6
O h io .............................................. 10,581 629 187 23S 17 (] 440 120
Oregon......................................... 706 34 18 23 1 0 14 8
Pennsylvania.............................. 11,769 618 77 9b 1 *228 146
Quebec.......................................... 454 29 3 13 0 *16 6
Rhode Is la n d ............................. 1,758 72 4 3 1 0 3 20
South C aro lin a .!....................... 354 21 8 < 0 0 14 4
T ennessee.................................... 1,904 68 40 56 0 2 64 29
T ex as ............................................. 3,882 317 111 147 6 *91 89
V erm ont....................................... 2,190 98 6 18 0 *16 44
V irginia...................................... 1,323 104 21 32 0 35 26
W ashington............................... 329 77 29 9 0 0 0 3
W est V irgin ia............................. 529 69 5 16 (J 1 11 7
W isconsin.................................. 4,137 26b 78 96 1 *57 41
G eneral G rand C h ap te r .......... 1,118 82 32 32 0 *3 7

146,339 8969 1999 3125 84 22 311C 1878
* Inc lud ing  all suspensions, f No re tu rn s  ; last year’s figures. 
J Ju s t  organized ; no statistics given.
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MABYLAND, 1887.

T he N inetieth  Annual Convocation of th is G rand C hapter was held  
on the 8th November, 1887, with Companion C. C. Isaacs, D. G. H. P. 
as G rand High Priest.

Of th e condition and growth of the Craft, the com m ittee on doings
of G rand Officers use these words :

The increase in m em bership, small as it is, is greater th an  th a t of 
several years past and  is a subject of congratulation, as also the  in -
te rest m anifested by the com panions in the acquisition and practice
of the work of the  Chapter.

A dispensation had been granted  for one now C hapter, w hich at 
th is Convocation was chartered.

We have never seen our own views on changes in  K itual so cleariy 
set forth  as by th e  G rand High P riest H. C. L arrabee, w hich was 
read to G rand C hapter, he being unavoidably absent. Our experi-
ence is th a t w hat he doubted m ight resu lt therefrom is w hat necessa-
rily  takes place, and  th e  C hapter languishes. We give his words :

The Com m ittee has revised the  work, as required  by th e  G rand 
Chapter, and worked p art of the degrees on actual candidates ; the 
incom ing Council can take it up at once ; I doubt the wisdom of fre-
q u en t changes in  th e  B itual, for although they  may no t be enough 
to change the  sense, yet they do confuse, and  the  P. H. Priests, who 
should constitu te  an effective reserve are rendered  useless, unless 
they apply them selves to unlearn and learn ; how m any will ?

Com panion E. T. Schultz made the report on C orrespondence, re-
viewing Alabama for 1886, though i t  is noted  therein  as having been 
held on Septem ber 7th, 1887, while in  tru th  th e  S ixtieth A nnual 
Convocation was held in  M ontgomery on Decem ber 7th, 1886.

He quotes liberally from G rand H igh P riest Screws' address, and 
agrees th a t—

T here can be no doubt, official as well as unofficial visits to the 
Subordinate Chapters by G rand Officers and those com petent to in -
stru c t and advise, resu lt in good.

Com panion C. C. Isaacs, Baltim ore, G rand High Priest.
Com panion Geo. L. McCahan, Baltim ore, G rand Secretary.

MASSACHUSETTS, 1886.

T he E ighty-sixth Annual Convocation of th e  G rand C hapter of th is 
S tate was held  on December 7th, 1886, M. E. Companion Frederick
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T. Comee, G rand High P riest, presiding. There was a reasonable 
grow th w ithin the jurisdiction . Of th e condition of the Graft, the
G rand High P riest says :

The reports of the D. D. G rand High P riest justify  a liberal degree 
of satisfaction w ith the general condition of th e  C hapters com prising 
th is jurisdiction. No intim ation  of discord or com plaint existing be-
tw een any of our C hapters has reached m e—a conclusive evidence of 
the existence of th a t con ten tm ent and un ity  of purpose “  which is 
the streng th  and support of all in stitu tio n s.” Many Chapters have 
not increased th e ir m em bership, bu t, Companions, I  do no t regard 
an increase of m em bership th e  prim e object of C apitular Masonry. 
L et our first efforts be to improve ourselves and our Companions 
already w ithin the  Koyal Arch, in  the practice of the p rincip les so 
freely professed in our R itual—cultivating th a t fra terna l sp irit which
recognizes all as b re th ren—m eeting upon the level—-among whom no 
contention  should ever exist, b u t peace and brotherly  love abound.

He also recom m ends some reasonable com pensation be given to 
th e  C hairm an of the  Committee on C orrespondence, who has for 
m any years produced such adm irable reports—Companion John W.
D adm un.

At th is Convocation a new Chapter was adm itted  w ithin the fold, 
w hich in  a year had  attained  giant proportions, num bering 162 mem-
bers.

Companion Frederick  T. Comee, Boston, G rand High Priest.
Companion Alfred F. Chapm an, Boston, G rand Secretary.
Com panion D adm un again presented  the  report on Correspond-

ence, reviewing Alabama for 1886. If  there is a “ growing practice 
of soliciting candidates,” of which we are not aware, i t  doubtless “ is 
unm asonic and reprehensible." From his introduction  we are led to 
infer th a t some such inform ation m ust have reached our Companion.

Of our expressing th e  opinion th a t there  m ight be doubts as to the 
prerogatives of a G rand High Priest, he says th is :

Companion P. J . P illans presented  a b rief bu t good report on Cor-
respondence. H e seems to vacillate betw een the “ in h eren t dis-
pensing p ow er" of a G rand M aster and th a t of G rand High Priest. 
In  M assachusetts, C apitular law is based upon general Masonic law 
and  usage, and in  all cases w here there is no specific Chapter law to 
govern, the law and  usage of the  G rand Lodge governs, even to the 
extent of th e  dispensing power.

The same rule governs us here in  Alabama.
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MICHIGAN, 1887.

T he T hirty-eighth A nnual Convocation was held on 18th day of 
January , w ith D aniel Striker, M. E. G rand High Priest. The total 
num ber of C hapters w ithin th e  ju r isd ic tio n ,T il , had  their re tu rns all 
in , and quite a large increase in m em bership appears from them .
One dispensation for a new C hapter was granted.

The G rand High Priest subm itted th e following decision to the
Committee on Jurisprudence :

Can anyth ing  be done w ith a Com panion in  a Chapter who re-
peatedly has, and persistently  declares his in ten tion  to, continue to 
cast a black ball against an applicant for the Chapter degrees, on ac-
count, as openly expressed, of political or personal differences ?

Answer. No.

On th is the Committee say :

Your com m ittee cannot agree w ith th e  G rand High P riest in  th is 
ruling, for the reason they do not believe it  to be good Masonic law. 
A Companion has no righ t to disclose h is ballot under any circum -
stances, and if he does, he is liable to be dealt w ith for m aking such 
disclosure. In  the case as presented, w'e have a Companion who re-
peatedly has, and  persistently  declares his in ten tion  to, continue to 
cast a black ball. Such a Com panion is guilty of gross unm asonic 
conduct in  disclosing how he voted, and in stating  w hat he would do 
in  the fu ture, and thereby d istu rb ing  tbe work of the C hapter, and 
the  peace and harm ony of his Companions, and should he be p u t on 
trial for gross unm asonic conduct, and if found guilty, ought to be 
hove over among the rubbish, th a t the prosperity , peace and harm ony 
of the Royal Craft be no t retarded by such an obstruction.

W hile your committee greatly regret to differ with the decision of 
G rand High Priest, still we fraternally subm it th a t th is decision 
ought not to be approved, and  instead of being answ er No, it  should 
be answered by an em phatic Yes !

T he G rand C hapter authorized the rem ission of dues by its  sub-
ordinates to all R. A. M. mem bers who had attained to 70 years 
of age, and  rem itted  per capita tax in such cases.

Companion Eugene P. Roberson, Albion, G rand High Priest.
Companion W illiam P. Innes, G rand R apids, G rand Secretary.
The la tter, as usual, p resented  the report on Correspondence, and 

we therein find Alabama for 1885.
Of th e  am endm ent to the C onstitution adopted at th a t Convoca-

tion lim iting the occupancy of the office of G rand High P riest not to
exceed two years, he says :
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We don’t  th in k  m uch of th e  am endm ent. We believe the  G rand 
Body ought to have au thority  over its  own officers. M ight as well 
say the  Com panions m ust be elected two successive years. I t  is no t 
good law, in  our hum ble judgm ent.

MINNESOTA, 1886.

The Twenty-fifth A nnual Convocation was held on the 12th day of
October, 1886, M. E. Companion N athan Kingsley, G rand High 
Priest. If  our friend and Companion, the venerable G rand Secre-
tary, had given us a recapitulation of his tabu lar sta tem ent from the 
re tu rns of the Chapters, or had given us the footings, we m ight have 
arrived a t a conclusion as to w hether there had been an increase in 
m em bership or a decrease, for we do no t like to bother over th is 
clerical work.

D ispensations were granted for six new Chapters, and charters 
were issued to five of them , one only being continued un d er dis-
pensation.

T he finances are in  excellent condition.
Com panion John  H. Brown, W illmar, G rand High Priest.
Com panion A. T. C. Pierson, St. Paul, G rand Secretary.
Com panion Pierson again subm itted one of his adm irable reports

on Correspondence, review ing Alabama for 1885 in it.
From  th is we give below both  his opinion and our doubts about 

the  prerogatives of a G rand High Priest.

U nder the  head of Connecticut, relative to the powers of a High 
Priest, he (Companion Pillans) says :'

He seems to differ w ith us as to the powers of a G rand High Priest. 
W hile presiding over a G rand C hapter he is presiding over a repre-
sentative body having, to be sure, judicial as well as legislative 
powers. We have never for a m om ent hesitated in  our view ot the 
in h eren t rights of a G rand M aster. Yet we believe ib a t he is as
much bound by the constitu tion , so far as his own powers are pre- 
scribfed by th a t in strum ent, as o thers ; b u t we claim th a t when th a t 
in stru m en t forbids subordinate lodges to do any act, or comm ands 
them  to do one, these may be set aside by th e  G rand Master, and 
th is  is h is in h eren t dispensing power B ut w hether a G rand High 
P riest possesses the powers rightfully  belonging to a G rand M aster is 
a question the affirmative of which we are not prepared to accept.

T he G rand M aster was before th e  existence of w ritten  constitu -
tions ; he possessed in h eren t rights of which w ritten  constitu tions 
could not deprive him . In  our form of C apitular M asonry the con-
stitu tions were made first and the G rand High Priest came after-
w ards ; hence we opine th a t he has only such powers and privileges 
as the  constitu tions confer upon him .



1887.1 APPENDIX. 41

M ISSISSIPPI, 1887.

T he T hirty-n in th  Annual Convocation was held  on 7th day of Feb-
ruary, 1887, Companion R ichard Bowen, being G rand High Priest.

The G rand Secretary gives in  his report a com parative sta tem ent 
of the condition of the Craft in  M ississippi, as we did in  our last re -
p o rt of it  in  Alabama. We know how to sym pathize w ith our zealous 
Com panions over there. As misery is said to love com pany, we give 
to you, our Companions, w hat he has said :

In  my first report to th e  G rand Chapter, in  1871, the receipts for 
the  preceding j'ear am ounted to $3,131.70; b u t the Pay Roll, 
$1,936.30, and o ther expenditures in like proportion, kep t the 
T reasury exhausted, so th a t there was th en  a balance due the G rand 
T reasurer of $263.58. There was also an indebtedness of nearly 
$3,000 to o ther parties. R etrenchm ent in  expenses, and very gener-
ous rem ission of mileage on two occasions, relieved the G rand Chap-
te r of its  em barrassm ents ; b u t it  will be noticed th a t the  receipts 
are annually dim inishing, so th a t the severest economy is necessary
m  order to relieve the G rand Chapter of the unpleasan t record of 
deficits, however small. There appears to be a general stagnation in 
C apitular Masonry in our Jurisdiction. In  1870 the Royal Craft in 
M ississippi num bered 2,583 m em bers in 74 working Chapters. In  
our last rep o rt th is was reduced to 1,195 m em bers in  43 Chapters, 
and if the re tu rns to th is  G rand Convocation aggregate 1,000 affilia-
ted  Royal Arch M asons, it will come fully up to my estimate. One 
fru itfu l cause for th is steady decline is, in my opinion, the w ant of 
p roper instruction  in  the  work and lectures. Companions elected to 
the office of High Priest, who know th a t they are not qualified to
open the Chapter in due form, and confer the degrees in  a proper 
m anner, have a natu ral reluctance to making an exhibition of their 
lack of Masonic knowledge, and hence are indifferent about holding 
regular m eetings of the Chapter. We have an accom plished and
zealous G rand L ecturer, and if the ways and m eans could be pro-
vided by the G rand Chapter or the subordinates to com pensate him 
for a thorough visitation and instruction  of the Chapters, the good 
results would soon be apparent in  the revival of Capitular M asonry 
in M ississippi. I t is hoped th a t som ething may be done, and th a t
speedily, to a rrest the process of disintegration now so painfully  
m anifest.

I t certainly behooves us to look well in to th is m atter and enquire
rigidly in to th e cause, th a t if found it may be removed or a remedy
applied to neutralize its  effect. As an attem pt at a rem edy the 
G rand Chapter—

Resolved, T hat the  G rand L ecturer be instructed  to hold a school 
of instruction  for the period of one week next preceding the Annual 
Convocation of the G rand C hapter, and a t th e  same place said Con-
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vocation shall be held. T hat for his services the G rand L ecturer 
shall receive the  sum  of five dollars per day and no mileage ; and 
th a t each Subordinate C hapter pay in to  the  T reasury of the G rand 
C hapter the annual sum of one dollar and fifty cents to constitu te 
the  instruction  fund  ; and th a t each C hapter be urgently  requested 
to send a delegate or delegates, a t their own expense, to a ttend  said 
school of instruction .

Upon the presenta tion  of the report of the Committee on Cor-
respondence, it was ordered to be “ p rin ted with the proceedings,
and the  resolutions accom panying the  sam e were unanim ously 
adopted by a rising vote.” We fail, however, to find th e  resolutions 
w hich produced such unanim ity.

Com panion Charles T. Cham berlain, Natchez, G rand High Priest.
Com panion John  L. Power, Jackson, G rand Secretary.
Com panion P. M. Savery made the  report on C orrespondence, re -

viewing our proceedings for 1885 fraternally. The shrinkage of 
revenue, as in  M ississippi, m ust account for only th is short notice.

MISSOUKI, 1886.

The G rand Chapter of th is State was convened in  its T hirty-n in th  
A nnual Convocation on May 13th, 1886, Companion Lee A. Hall, be-
ing  G rand High Priest.

There was a reasonable increase in  num bers during the year.
The movem ent for the  establishm ent of a Widows’ and O rphans’ 

Home by the Masons of M issouri seems to be taking shape to pro-
duce good results, and  the G rand C hapter stands pledged to give its  
assistance.

The Grand C hapter of W ashington was recognized.
Companion K. F. Stevenson, Kansas City, G rand High Priest.
Companion W illiam H. Mayo, St. Louis, G rand Secretary.
Com panion Mayo presented  a very short report on Correspond-

ence. In  it  he acknowledges the receip t of our proceedings for 1885, 
among others. H e apologizes for the report made, because of an ac-
cident to him self and sickness to h is family. For these we pray  him 
to accept our sym pathies.

From  the  report we extract his condensation of the constitu tion  of 
th e  G rand Lodge of England. This is brought ou t by the new views 
which occasionally startle us, projected  by some bro ther :

Still, new theories have been started , and  we are sorry to perceive 
that the sp irit of innovation is still strong, one w riter, whom we have 
always considered conservative, speaking of certain  usages as “ old
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wives’ fables.” W hile there is ground for encouragem ent, therefore, 
there  is still call for earnest and faithful effort in order to preserve 
our Ins titu tio n  in  its ancient p u rity  and sim plicity.

We have had  occasion to examine w ith some care, the C onstitu-
tions of the G rand Lodge of England. As th a t G rand Lodge is the 
original source, or at least the successor of tLe original source of 
M asonry in th is country, and has always been a very conservative 
body, we may well expect to find in its  C onstitutions the  old laws of 
the craft. We, therefore, have taken pains to ascertain its bearing
upon the  questions which now agitate Masonic circles in  th is country.

1. The G rand Lodge is th e  source of all power in  Masonry. I t  
alone has th e  in h eren t power of enacting laws for the governm ent of 
th e  craft. The proposition, which some M asons are attem ptiug to 
establish, th a t the G rand Lodge is the  creature of its subordinates 
finds no s u p p o r t ; on the contrary, under its  provisions, lodges are 
the creatures of the G rand Lodge, and  receive all the righ ts and 
powers from it.

“ '2. The G rand Lodge has also the power of investigating, regu-
lating  and  deciding all m atters relative to the  craft, or to particular 
lodges, or to individual brothers, which it may exercise, e ither of 
itself, or by such delegated authority  as, in its  wisdom and discre-
tion, it  may appoin t ; b u t the  G rand Lodge above has the power of 
erasing lodges and expelling B rethren from the craft, a power it does
n o t delegate to any subordinate authority  in E ngland .”

The original jurisd iction  of the G rand Lodge to try  cases of dis-
cipline, is herein expressly declared.

The significance of the  words “ in  E n g lan d ” is, th a t while P rov-
incial G rand Lodges cannot exercise the power of erasure and  ex-
pulsion, “ D istrict G rand Lodges,” on account of their distance from 
th e  G rand East, are given, in  their respective d istricts, the full pow-
ers of the G rand Lodge in  relation to discipline, to be exercised “ of 
them selves ” or by delegation.

3. No a ttem p t is m ade to enum erate the  powers and privileges of 
the  G rand Master. The idea of granting power to the G rand M aster 
is not found in the constitu tion . I t  is assum ed th a t his powers and 
privileges are in h eren t in th e  office.

T he only reference to them  is in  the provision, th a t in  the absence 
of th e  G rand M aster and  Pro. G rand Master, th e  D eputy G rand M as-
te r  has “  all the  powers and privileges of the G rand M aster."

4. The powers of G rand W ardens and  W ardens are more lim ited 
than w ith us. In case of the death , etc., of the G rand M aster, the
Pro. G rand M aster, if there is one, completes the  term  ; if  there is 
none, the Ju n io r Past G rand M aster, who is willing to act, succeeds 
to the office; b u t if none will accept, the  G rand Wardens call a m eet-
ing of the G rand Lodge to elect a G rand M aster for the  rem ainder of 
th e  term.

If  the  M aster die, the Senior W arden, an d  in  his absence, the 
Ju n io r W arden, and in  the absence of both, the Im m ediate Past 
M aster, and in his absence the Senior Past M aster acts in  sum m on-
ing the lodge u n til the next installation of a Master. In the absence
of the M aster the  Im m ediate Past Master, or in  his absence the 
Senior Past M aster of the  lodge present, or if there is no Past Mas-
te r, of the lodge presen t, any Past M aster, who is a m em ber of the



44 APPENDIX. [1887.

lodge, takes th e  chair ; b u t i£ there is none presen t, th e  W ardens ac-
cording to seniority, preside, b u t cannot take the M aster’s chair or 
confer a degree.

5. The M aster M ason’s degree, “ including th e  Suprem e O rder of 
the  Holy Royal A rch,” is expressly declared to be a p a rt of “ pure 
O riental M asonry.”

We commend th is to the atten tion of our Illinois Com panions, who
are asked to declare th a t the  Royal Arch degree is not a “ M asonic” 
degree, and therefore th a t a Royal Arch C hapter is no t a “ Masonic 
body.”

6. At each quarterly com m unication of the G rand Lodge, the
m inutes of th e  last quarterly  and every in terven ing  com m unication 
of th e  G rand Lodge are read and “ p u t for confirm ation.”

7. W hile, as before stated, nothing is said in relation to the  power 
of the G rand M aster, Provincial and D istrict G rand M asters are ex-
pressly authorized to suspend brethren  from M asonic rights. T hat 
the G rand M aster is held  to have the  power, as an inciden t in h eren t 
in his office, is well known.

8. W ith the exception of two old lodges, every lodge m ust have a 
w arrant, “ which is to be specially en trusted  to the M aster, for the 
tim e being, at h is installation , who is responsible for its  safe custody 
and shall produce it  a t every m eeting of the  lodge.” If a w arrant is 
lost, the  lodge m ust suspend its m eetings u n til a w arrant of confirm a-
tion has been received by it.

9. Visitors can be adm itted only upon voucher, exam ination or
certificate of a  G rand Lodge with proof of iden tity , and as we in te r-
p re t the  provision, producing vouchers th a t he has been in itiated  in 
a regular lodge.

10. A lodge may “ exclude” a mem ber, after due trial for non-
paym ent of dues, or o ther cause. If  such “  exc luded” m em ber ap -
ply to another lodge for admission, the lodge m ust be “  m ade ac-
quainted  with his form er neglects,” so th a t the b re th ren  may use 
th e ir discretion in  adm itting  him , and any lodge, failing to m ake due 
inquiry in such case, is liable to pay the arrears of such bro ther, if
any, to the lodge from which he was excluded ”

M assachusetts, Maine and some o ther ju risd ictions retain  th is old 
law, b u t have added a greater lim itation th an  th e  G rand Lodge of 
E ngland, as a b ro ther excluded, or deprived of m em bership, can be 
received in another lodge only upon paym ent or rem ission of all 
arrears.

B ut the constitu tion  provides th a t when a B ro the? has le ft a lodge 
in  any m anner, he is entitled  to a certificate, sta ting  the  circum -
stances under which he left the lodge, and th is certificate m ust be
produced in  any lodge to which he may apply for m em bership be-
fore the ballot is taken upon his petition.

11. N either lodges nor b re th ren  can appear in  public in  Masonic 
clothing, on any occasion, w ithout perm ission.

12. The ceremony for laying corner stones is given. T he G raud 
Lodge does the work, while open as a G rand Lodge, th u s appearing 
in  public as a G rand Lodge, contrary to the  doctrine recently an -
nounced in Pennsylvania, th a t the craft have no public Masonic 
ceremonies.

I t  is very gratifying to find th e  law and usage upon  all these
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points under the jurisdiction of the m other G rand Lodge, in accord
w ith them  in our own jurisdiction. I t  is not strange th a t it  is so : 
the G rand Lodge of M assachusetts was alm ost contem poraneous in 
origin with the G rand Lodge of England, and yet derived its origin 
from th a t G rand Lodge. I t  would naturally  m ain tain  the same 
usages and laws ; and the fifty years during which M asonry in Maine 
was governed by the G rand Lodge of M assachusetts would as n a tu -
rally lead us to m aintain the law and usages of our “  M other G rand 
Lodge.”

There is always a tendency among men to endeavor to improve 
everything ; but it is one of the fundam ental principles of Masonry 
th a t we should hand it down to those who come after us the same as 
i t  came to us from the  fathers, and in its  name we appeal to those 
who would accommodate M asonry to m odern m ethods to call a halt, 
lest they “ remove the ancien t landm arks,” and “ make innovation
in  the body of M asonry.”

We have also the  proceedings of th is G rand C hapter for its 
Fortie th  Annual Convocation held on 12th May, 1887, with Compan-
ion R. F. Stevenson, G rand High Priest. The Craft continues its 
increase.

T here appears noth ing of general in te rest in the proceedings.
Companion Reuben Barney, Chillicothe, G rand High Priest.
Companion William H. Mayo, St. Louis, G rand Secretary.
Com panion Mayo again m ade th e  Correspondence Report, contain-

ing  Alabama for 1886. T his he reviews fraternally.

NEW BRUNSWICK, 1887.

We have received the proceedings of a convention of represen ta-
tives from seven C hapters w ithin th e  Province, w hich—

Unanimously Resolved, T h at in the opinion of th is Convention, it  is 
in the  best in te rests of Royal Arch M asonry in  th is Province th a t a 
G rand Royal Arch Chapter should be now erected in and  for the 
Province of New Brunswick.

T hereupon a G rand C hapter was organized, and on same day, 
22d M arch, 1887, opened w ith Com panion B. L ester Peters, first 
G rand Principal. At the election for officers for the  subsequent year 
the  same first G rand Principal was re-elected, and  T. N isbet Rober-
son, G. S. E.

A com m ittee was appointed  to d raft a constitu tion  to be presented 
a t the  next Annual Convocation. In  the m eantim e the  governm ent 
of the C raft is le ft to the “  controlling power and discretion of the 
M. E. F irs t G rand Principal, yet sub ject to the general usages of 
C apitu lar M asonry.”

The following was also adopted :
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Resolved, T h at the G rand Principals, D eputy G rand Principal and 

G rand Scribe E. be authorized to take the  necessary steps to secure 
the recognition of the G rand Chapter by th e several G rand Chapters
of the world ; and also to notify the  several Snbordinate C hapters 
in th e  Province of New Brunswick of the erection of th is G rand 
Chapter.

Having, however, no o ther papers p erta in ing  to th is G rand Chap-
ter, and being ignoran t of the  state of C apitular M asonry in  that 
Province, and of how m any Chapters are in esse, then  we are com-
pelled to forego any recom m endation.

NEBRASKA, 1886.

T he T w entieth Annual Convocation was held  on December 15th, 
1886, Companion John  D. Moore G raud High Priest. The increase 
in  m em bership during  th e  year was very large, and the G rand High 
P riest during th a t period issued eight dispensations for new Chapters.

T he com plete surrender of all control over the Cryptic Degrees was 
also perfected, and the G rand High P riest congratulates the G rand 
C hapter th a t it is relieved of a “  bone of con ten tion .”

Before receiving th e  degrees, th is G rand C hapter requires :

“  Before advancem ent each candidate shall prove him self to be a 
skilled workman as a M aster Mason, by exam ination before the 
Council ; and as a  Mark Master and M ost Excellent M aster in open 
C hapter, to the en tire satisfaction of the C hapter in w hich he seeks
advancem ent, by exam ination in  th e  degree last conferred. No 
Mark M aster shall be exalted to the Royal Arch un til h is m ark is 
recorded.”

No C hapter can be “ nam ed after any living person, or after any 
city, town, or village situated  in  th is ju risd ic tion .”

Charters were granted  to six new Chapters.
Com panion Ith am ar T. Benjam in, Crete, G rand High Priest.
Com panion William R. Bowen, Omaha, G rand Secretary.
Companion Bowen made the rep o rt on Correspondence, review ing 

Alabama for 1885. He violently opposes th e  idea th a t a m an enters 
the  order of ‘’his own free will and accord,” and  th inks it a heresy. 
We give you his views on w hat he term s relative m em bership in full:

T he doctrine th a t each and  every Freem ason should be a m em ber 
of a lodge is claimed, by some correspondents who have reviewed 
N ebraska’s proceedings, to be strange doctrine, m odern Masonry, 
and a delusive departure from the Freem asonry of (our) early days. 
To th e  undersigned, th is  doctrine, for m any years, has seemed 
equitable and for the best in terests of Freem asonry.
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Our active in te rest in the  society began in  1863 ; in  1872 we aided 

in form ing by-laws for our particular Chapter, and secured the enact-
m ent of th e  following provision : “ Any m em ber of th is Chapter
who for the term of six m onths is unaffiliated with a Blue Lodge, 
ceases to be a mem ber of th is Chapter on the announcem ent and. 
proof to the  Chapter of his sta tus, unless he shall give to the Chapter 
satisfactory reasons for his non-affiliation.” T hat law rem ains in 
force to th is day, and Freem asonry in Omaha is th e better for it.

At the triennial convocation of the General G rand Chapter in 1883, 
we were a mem ber of the Committee on Charters and D ispensations, 
and  it fell to our lot to write and p resen t the report of th a t commit-
tee. As the particular Chapters und er the  im m ediate jurisd iction  of 
the General G rand Chapter needed some guidance, we incorporated
in the report several principles, including the requ irem en t th a t each 
petitioner for the Capitular Degrees m ust be an affiliated Master 
Mason ; we drew th e  particular a tten tio n  of th e  General G rand 
Chapter to th is requirem ent, and, after some inquiry and a little  d is-
sent, i t  was adopted. In  th e  course of the discussion, we stated  our 
more radical belief th a t “ every Freem ason should belong to a 
lodge we were openly urged to p resen t th a t view for consideration, 
and at th a t tim e consented to do so, th u s giving notice of our in ten -
tion. At the earliest practicable m om ent we introduced th e follow-
ing : “  Resolved, T hat m em bership in a C hapter should be depend-
en t upon, and co-existent with, m em bership in  a lodge of Freem a-
sons which was considered, and laid upon the table by a vote, on 
call of G rand Chapters, of 40 to 36. Away from home, in  a bigger 
body than  we were accustom ed to, we h ad n ’t all of our few wits 
about ns, and the motion we should have made, “  To postpone u n til 
the next triennial convocation,” was kindly made by the G rand High 
P riest of Nebraska, b u t was swallowed up by the motion “  To lay on 
the table.” Having given notice th a t we would p resen t the doctrine 
of “  R elative M embership ” [we thank  thee, Companion Fox, for 
giving us those words] we had no thought of deferring its  p resen ta-
tion un til the G rand Chapter was about to close, as is unkindly 
claimed by one reviewer ; we had been busily at work in  comm ittee, 
and brought the m atter up as soon as it was possible to do so.

In  our G rand C hapter we have always favored an in tim ate con-
nection between the  lodge and  Chapter, and have opposed non-
affiliation. Our G rand Chapter records show th a t in  1872 we secured 
a requirem ent th a t candidates for the  Chapter degrees m ust be profi-
cient in  the work of a M aster Mason ; in  1876, we sought to reduce 
the  tendency to non-affiliation and suspension, by requiring  the  pay-
m ent at the date of exaltation, of a sum covering all fu tu re  dues ; in 
1877, we urged th a t “ the G rand Chapter should aid the G rand 
Lodge by m aking m em bership in the Chapter dependent upon and 
co-existent w ith m em bership in the lodge ;” in  1883, we included the 
following in  a report to our G rand C hapter :

I  invite a tten tion  to the following resolution which was presen ted  
in  th e  G eneral G rand C hapter a t its  last trienn ial convocation (page 
100, proceedings of 18831: “ Resolved, T hat m em bership in a Chap-
te r should be dependent upon, and  co-existent with, m em bership in  
a lodge of Freem asons.”

I  recom m end th a t the G rand Chapter of Nebraska enact a (aw in
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accordance w ith the  resolution quoted. The tendency of to-day is 
to enrich the so-called “ higher degrees” a t the expense of th e lodge,
which in tu rns weakens the advanced degrees by creating jealousy 
thereof. In  the U nited States the  Lodge, Chapter, and Commandery 
make up an American System which it  is the  du ty  of each com ponent 
p a rt to m aintain and perpetuate, it being plain th a t th a t which
weakens any p a rt m ust eventually weaken the whole. Many whose 
progress through these bodies is induced by the  most praisew orthy 
motives, afterw ard lose sight of and neglect th e  duty they owe to the 
lodge ; aDd it will not be denied, I th ink , th a t many deem the lodge
a mere stepping-stone to the Chapter, and the Chapter b u t an avenue 
to organizations fu rther along. The strongest M aster M asons be-
come Companions, and the most active Companions become Sir 
K nights ; th is is natural, and inevitably draws away from the lodge
many (nat all) of those who thus advance. To th is progress we 
should offer no objection ; bu t when thereto  is added demission 
from and  u tte r  neglect of the lodge, it becomes our duty, I  th ink , to 
declare th a t Royal Arch M asonry will no t consent to such sapping of 
our foundation, such destruction of our corner-stone, such neglect
of the regulation of Freem asonry which declares th a t “  every 
bro ther ought to belong to a lodge to declare th a t when a com-
panion, from any cause w hatever, ceases to be a mem ber in good 
standing of a lodge, he then  ceases to be a m em ber in good standing 
in his C hapter, due allowance of tim e being m ade to cover transfer 
from one lodge to another, when necessary. I have considered th is 
m atter in its many phases and can find no real objection to the en-
actm ent of the law I  advocate ; clearly Royal Arch Masonry has the 
righ t to determ ine w hat shall be the qualifications of its  m em bers ; 
and if by our example we can induce organizations more advanced 
than  ours to adopt th is scheme of reciprocity, we shall have done 
m uch to streng then , cem ent, and  perpetua te  the  American System. 
I  subm itted essentially the same proposition as th is to the G rand 
C hapter in 1877 (page 589, Nebraska proceedings), b u t it was lost in
committee.

At the sam e convocation we offered the following as an am endm ent 
to the constitu tion , asking th a t it  be laid  over for consideration at 
th e  next annual convocation, which was granted ; and in  1884 it be-
came a p a rt of the law of Royal Arch M asonry in Nebraska :

Article VI. Sec —. M embership in a C hapter is dependent upon, 
and co-existent w ith, m em bership in a lodge of Freem asons

Any M ark M aster, P ast Master, M ost excellent M aster, or Royal 
Arch Mason who is suspended in or expelled from his lodge is ipso

faclo  suspended in or expelled from his Chapter. Any M ark Master, 
P ast Master, Most E xcellent M aster, or Royal Arch M ason, who for 
six m onths rem ains unaffiliated with a lodge of A ncient F ree and 
Accepted M asons is ipso facto  suspended in his C hapter, such sus-
pension to be term inated  by h is affiliation w ith a lodge.

We have conversed on th is  sub ject w ith many of our b e tte r in -
form ed com panions, and  have found no sufficient reason for 
changing our views. From  the landm ark of A ncient C raft M asonry 
which declares th a t every bro ther shall belong to a lodge (and
“ sh o u ld ” m eant “ m u s t” in those days, we take it) on up to-day, 
every princip le and every well-grounded policy of our society in-
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culcates the necessity for relative m em bership. Freem asonry is one 
society ( “ the th ree degrees, including the  Royal Arch”), no t a con-
federation of O rders; “ once a Mason always a M ason” is as true  
to-day as i t  ever was ; as well claim th a t when one becomes a Royal 
Arch Mason he is absolved from the obligations of “ brotherly  love, 
relief, and tru th ,” as to claim th a t he need no t continue to be a
mem ber of a lo d g e ; the  edifice can’t  stand if the foundation-stone 
be removed ; and we fancy th a t Adoniram, or even H iram  himself, 
would have been prom ptly  discharged from King Solomon’s service 
if either of them  had w ithdrawn from his lodge.

We do not attem pt to localize th is latter-day liberalism  th a t opposes 
relative m em bership, although it  is lim ited in  extent ; b u t it seems 
to us th a t it  springs from about the same source as th e  free-will doc-
trin e  of the  p resen t decade—the doctrine th a t a man comes into 
Freem asonry of his own free-will and accord, and has therefore a
right to w ithdraw  of his own free-will and accord—than  w hich (we 
th ink ) no greater heresy is to-day held regarding our society. No 
m an comes in to  Freem asonry of his own free-will and accord ; the 
self-constituted  teachers of to-day preach m any half tru th s  which do 
more harm  than  whole e r ro rs ; the whole tru th  is, th a t every p e ti-
tioner seeks adm ission of his own free-will and  accord, b u t his ad-
m ission is a very different m atter.

Relative m em bership can do no harm , and may do much good ; 
it does not affect the Mason who w ants to do his whole duty, b u t it
may p revent the progress of those who seek the so-called “ h igher” 
degrees, and, having attained  same, desire to abandon the lodge or 
Chapter. If  it be claimed th a t th e  lodge asks no such legislation at 
the hands of the  C hapter, we reply th a t no such request should be 
necessary.

NEW  HAM PSHIRE, 1887.

The Sixty-ninth Annual Convocation of th is G rand C hapter was 
held on 17th day of May, 1887, Companion John Francis W ebster,
being G rand High Priest.

The G rand High P riest congratu la tes the G rand C hapter “  on the 
continued prosperity  of R. A. M asonry ” in the State. He, however, 
calls the a tten tion  of the G rand C hapter to the condition of the 
finances, w hich, w ithout help , prom ise to be entirely  too small for 
the coming year, and recom m ends an increase of th e  per capita tax 
from 20 to 30 cents. T he Committee on F inance recom m ended, and 
it  was adopted, a special tax of 15 cents per capita, and also an 
am endm ent to the  existing law raising th is annual tax to 35 cents. 
This necessarily lies over for a year.

Com panion Jo h n  Francis W ebster, Concord, G rand High Priest.
Com panion George P. Cleaves, Concord, G rand Secretary.
Companion A. S. W ait p resen ted  the report on Correspondence. 

In  it Alabama for 1886 finds a place.
4
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NEW  JERSEY , 1887.

H eld the T hirty-first Annual Convocation of her G rand Chapter 
on the  11th day of May, 1887, Companion Charles Belcher, J r . ,  being 
the G rand H igh Priest.

We find here also th a t the  num ber of affiliated live R. A. Masons 
is dim inishing, those d im itted and expelled am ounting  to almost the 
num ber exalted.

T he G rand High Priest, in  reporting  his attendance upon the
G. G. Chapter, makes use of th e  following language :

In  Septem ber last I  a tten d ed  the  T riennial Convocation of the 
G eneral G rand C hapter a t W ashington, b u t business engagem ents 
prevented  my rem aining u n til the end of the session. As a govern-
ing body its functions appear to be lim ited and prescribed ; as an
advisory body it  may be of possible advantage and tend  tow ard the 
advancem ent and welfare of C apitular M asonry. From  observation, 
it appears to be merely a fungous growth of the  State G rand Chap-
ters, living upon and  deriving its  substance and vitality  from them , 
and retu rning  to them  no adequate equivalent for th e ir  investm ent.

I t  certainly affords a p leasan t opportun ity  for representatives 
from different sections of the coun try  to m eet in  social intercourse 
and accept the  boun tifu l hospitalities and fraternal courtesies th a t 
are so freely extended to the visiting Companions. This may be of
sufficient im portance to prolong its  existence.

He says of the Craft : “ Of late we have no t increased num erically
as we should. Various causes have been and  still are assigned for 
th is abnorm al condition.” The finances, however, are  still in good 
shape.

Com panion Isaac C. G etheus, Camden, G rand High Priest.
Companion George B. Edw ards, Jersey City, G rand Secretary.
Com panion H enry Vehslage again p resen ted  the rep o rt on Cor-

respondence, reviewing Alabama for 1886 in it.

NEW YORK, 1887.

T he N inetie th  Convocation of th is G rand Chapter was held on the 
first day of February , 1887, w ith Com panion R ichard  H. H untington, 
G rand High Priest.

T he Craft is large in  th is E m pire S tate, and of it  the  Committee 
on C orrespondence say :

The jurisd iction  of the G rand C hapter of the  State of New York is 
a large one, n o t the  largest in  area of te rrito ry , b u t, judged by the  
real test, the population  a t large, their w ealth, in telligence, business
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and commercial im portance, and by tb e  num ber and th e  mem ber-
ship  of Royal Arch Chapters she stands first and  greatest. This, we 
th ink , as a sim ple m atter of fact, will not be contested, and we m en-
tion it  no t to draw invidious d istinctions, b u t ra th er to hold it  up  to 
our own people, th a t they may understand  their responsibilities to 
the Royal C raft in  th e  E m pire State, and to incite them  to renew ed 
and con tinues efforts to make them selves, by their work and spirit,
an exam ple to all the Craft in  all the land. W hile we are strong we 
would be hum ble, and, while in num bers we be many, we would live 
in fraternal un ity  a t hom e, and in brotherly  love w ith all our com-
panions outside of our own broad jurisdiction.

Its  increase during the  year was, however, b u t small.
Many in teresting  questions arose and  were disposed of.
Companion W illiam Sherer, Brooklyn, G rand High Priest.
Com panion C hristopher G. Fox, Buffalo, G rand Secretary.
T he G rand Chaplain, Rev. Jam es Byron M urray, delivered a very 

lengthy and elaborate address on A rchitecture. In  it  we find 
thoughts extrem ely novel, and we may add, ingenious.

T he Comm ittee on Correspondence, th rough  its Chairm an, Com-
panion Darius A Ogden, presented a report, reviewing in it Alabama
for 1885. We regret to find ourself under the  bao, because we 
though t th a t as a G rand Chapter we ought to await the dictum  of 
our superior as to th e  course to be pu rsued  tow ards th e  G. M. M. 
Lodge of England, because of the  Quebec imbroglio. Our own 
opinion we never hesitated  to express in  term s unm istakable, an d  we 
knew these to be but a reflex of those of our G rand Chapter. Yet we 
though t it  im proper to have our G. Chapter, acting as an independent 
body, when in  reality she is b u t a com ponent p art of a grand whole. 
Suppose, however, our G rand Chapter were to differ w ith us and 
hold th a t Quebec was wrong, could those of obedience to her hold 
M asonic intercourse w ith those of obedience to the G. M. M. Lodge 
a fter the action had by our G. G. C hapter? We don’t care about
“  flying off the  handle ” on all occasions. We never have though t 
th a t th is G. M. M. Lodge ought to have been recognized by our 
G rand C hapters as a p a rt of or equivalent for our degree, and we 
p art with th is off-shoot w ithout regret.

T he Committee concludes with the following :

Our work for 1886 is done. The Proceedings of all the G rand 
Bodies on th is side of the A tlantic have been reviewed, and also the
Proceedings of the G eneral G rand C hapter of th e  U nited  States. I t  
has been a laborious, b u t a pleasant work, and  we are glad to say at 
the  conclusion th a t the general condition of the Royal C raft on the 
w estern continen t was never more prosperous, more harm onious,
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more influential ; never has there been so great un ity  in  work and 
feeling, and, we th in k  i t  safe to p red ict an era of renew ed and con-
tinued  prosperity . W ith th is feeling in  our hearts , we subm it our 
work to our companions, craving therefor indulgence and charity, 
for the  la tte r will, if rightly  applied, “ cover a m ultitude of s in s ;” 
and, we tru s t, a m uch less num ber than  a “  m ultitude will be found 
in  our hum ble effort embodied in th e  report. Many errors and m is-
takes doubtless will be found, b u t for those the  head, and no t the 
h ea rt, is responsible.

NORTH CAROLINA, 1887.

T he T h irty -n in th  A nnual Convocation of th is G rand C hapter was 
held  on 24th day of May, 1887, w ith Com panion Charles R. Jones, 
G rand High Priest.

The re tu rns show decided im provem ent, and doubtless our Com-
panions of th e  old N orth  State have passed th e  crisis and are now on 
th e  grade upwards. I t  was a hard  struggle, b u t their zeal is being 
rew arded. Of th is the G rand High Priesf says :

As exhibited by the rep o rt of the  G rand Secretary th e  order for 
th e  p ast year show a healthy growth. N orth Carolinians are of a 
conservative character, and  are slow to adap t them selves to  changed 
conditions, and hence, while we have not exhibited th e activity and
advancem ent shown by some o ther G rand Jurisd ictions, we have 
m ade a steady advancem ent toward the  goal of progress, and con-
stan tly  added to our m em bers, character and  influence, and  ex-
tended our power for good.

At th is  Convocation th e  resolution for the m ergem ent of the 
Cryptic degrees w ith the  C hapter was repealed, and provision m ade 
for th e ir su rrender to the  last presid ing officer of the G rand Council. 
U nless more fortunate than in  Alabama, these degrees will be lost, 
for our G rand Council is, we opine, w ithout a quorum  of councils.

Companion George H. Bell, Bell, G rand High Priest.
Com panion D onald W. Bain, Raleigh, G rand Secretary.
No rep o rt on Correspondence.

NOVA SCOTIA, 1886.

We have also th e  proceedings of the  Seventeenth A nnual Convoca-
tion  of th is G rand Chapter of Nova Scotia, w hich was held Ju n e  1st, 
1886, w ith Rev. H enry D. deBlois, G rand High Priest.

Some increase in  num bers has taken place in  the Craft during the 
year.

T he G rand High P riest threw out the  suggestion th a t probably a
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little  persuasion or inv ita tion  only would induce the various Chap-
ters in  New Brunsw ick to place them selves under the  care of th is 
G rand Chapter. The G rand C hapter, however, took no notice of the  
suggestion, and as we have reported  under its  proper head the G rand 
C hapter of New Brunswick was organized.

Com panion Rev. H enry 1). deB lois, Annapolis, G rand High Priest..
Com panion Benjam in C urren, H alifax, G rand Secretary.
There is no rep o rt on Correspondence.

OHIO, 1886.

The Seventieth A nnual Convocation of th is  G rand C hapter was 
held on 7th October, 1886, w ith Companion Jacob L. H. Long, G rand
H igh Priest, in  th e  East.

The num erical condition of th is  G rand C hapter could only be ascer-
ta ined  by footing up various long colum ns of figures, which, a t th is 
late hour, we have no t th e  heart to do. We presum e, however, th a t 
it  is good.

We find d ispensations for the  form ation of two new Chapters were 
granted, and th a t they were found worthy of charters.

T he G rand High P riest, however, seems him self to be in  doubt, 
for he says :

One, if no t the  principal, of the  causes of the stagnation in  Chap-
ters is th e  w ant of accurate knowledge of the esoteric work of the 
Craft. Men take an  in te rest in  and  are glad to do th a t w hich they 
know th a t they can do well. I t is th e brigh t Mason who is always
on h an d  at the  m eetings of the Chapter. I t  is not entirely  true th a t 
he is b righ t because he attends, b u t in  m ost cases he a ttends be-
cause he is bright. In  my opinion, no more effectual means could 
be used to excite an eager in terest in  the work of the C hapter th an  
a provision for the  proper diffusion of an accurate knowledge of the 
esoteric work. In  some of th e  States, in  New York notably, the 
G rand C hapter has taken  steps, a t its  own expense partially, to d is-
sem inate the correct ritual to the  C hapters w ithin its jurisdiction. I 
would recom m end th a t th is G rand C hapter consider th is question, 
and adopt some m eans by which th is object can be accomplished.

A resolution repealing the one recognizing th e G. M. M. Lodge of
E ngland and  Wales, was adopted in  order to place th is G rand Chap-
te r in  line w ith the  G. G. Chapter.

Companion Jacob L. H. Long, Ottawa, G rand H igh Priest.
Com panion E m m et V. Rhoades, Saint Paris, G rand Secretary.
We are deeply grieved a t learning of th e  affliction of the  G rand 

Secretary, Com panion Jam es N esbitt, and  to him  and  his we tender 
our heartfe lt fra terna l sym pathy.
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Companion Graff M Acklin brought forward the report on Cor-

respondence, reviewing in  it  Alabama for 1885. He says :

An innovation to an Ohio R. A. M. was the report of th e  Commit-
tee on the  G rand High P riest’s address, in which the official acts and 
decisions were approved.

In  which we th in k  he is entirely righ t, and  can oniy account for it 
by supposing, as there had been no decisions to be subm itted  to the 
Committee on Jurisprudence, it was lapsus pennai.

OREGON, 1887.

This is the Tw enty-seventh Annual Convocation of th is G rand
C hapter, w hich was held on Ju n e 13th, 1887, Companion Wallace
Baldwin, being G rand H igh Priest. C apitular Masonry continues 
its  grow th there.

T he G rand High P riest shows a deplorable condition of the 
finances, b u t we confess bur inability  to discover it in  the  G rand 
T reasurer’s report, and the Committee on F inance declined to in -
crease th e  per capita tax.

Com panion E u p p  F. G ibbons, The Dalles, G rand High Priest.
Com panion Rockey P. E arhart, Salem, G rand Secretary.
The report on Correspondence is again from the pen of our friend 

and  Companion, T. McF. Patton . In  it  Alabama for 1885 is found.
In h is in troduction  we are advised to use his own language :

You all know, Companions, th a t the heavy hand  of affliction has 
been laid upon me w ithin the  last few m onths. T hat my home and 
my heart has been made desolate. T he angel of death has again 
visited our home circle and  sum m oned my dearest and tru es t friend, 
my loved and loving wife, to everlasting rest.

T o u  know not, our dear Companion, how these words weigh on us, 
for have we no t d rank  of the  same cup ? Have not our eyes been 
dim m ed and  our b ra in  reeled while preparing a report under sim ilar 
circum stances ? Yet ‘ His will be d one,’ for he  knoweth b e tte r th an  
we, and “ doeth all th ings well.” In  your bereavem ent, th e  greatest 
and most crushing th a t can befall any one, be sure you have the 
sym pathy of at least one loving, fraternal breast. Very dear Com-
panion, you have our fullest sym pathy.

We know no t why it  is th a t occasionally some one of the proceed-
ings get adrift, and we do no t see them . Such was th e  case then , 
and Oregon, w hich we prize so highly, came not, b u t we have it  now.
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We find him agreeing with us in the opinion th a t m ost applicants for 
degrees out of tim e are prom pted to take the degrees from motives
of personal in te rest, and adds :

And he m ight have added (and be w ithin the  bounds of tru th ) th a t 
Companions thus favored by special d ispensation are the “ poorest 
s tic k s” in the  lot. Never trouble them selves afterw ards to acquire 
even a passable knowledge of the  ritu a l—which is the sm allest part. 
They generally visit by avouchm ent, and then  only on election and 
festival occasions. There may be, and doubtless are, exceptions, 
b u t as a general rule, so far as our experience and  inform ation goes, 
they constitu te poor tim ber for a perm anent edifice.

PENNSYLVANIA, 1886.

The Annual Com m unication of the G rand C hapter of th is State 
was held on 27th December, 1886, w ith  Companion George W. K en-
drick, J r ., G rand High Priest. At th e  Q uarterly Comm unication im-
mediately preceding the annual election for officers takes place, and 
at the annual they are installed. Before the installation the  outgo-
ing G rand High P riest delivered an address, in which he states :

Our finances are in  a m ost healthy condition, each year showing 
an im provem ent over the  preceding one. This year is specially 
m arked by an increase in  our m em bership, proving activity, zeal and 
general regard for our prosperity  by the  craft.

No discordant elem ents have m anifested them selves ; no grievan-
ces have been p re se n te d ; harm ony and goodwill prevail all along 
the line.

Com panion M atthias H. H enderson having been previously elected, 
was installed G rand High Priest, and in  his address he pointed out 
a difference in th e working of the G rand Chapter of Pennsylvania
from the  usual American system. In  th is, th a t the  candidate m ust 
have previously “ passed th e  c h a ir” before he can apply for the 
C hapter degrees ; while in  o ther jurisd ictions th is degree is con-
ferred  in  th e  Chapter. He contended for the Pennsylvania method. 
As th is  may prove of in te rest to you, Companions, we extract on th is 
subject from his address liberally :

As I am ju s t entering upon the  adm inistration of the affairs of this 
office, I have no record of duties done to subm it to your considera-
tion, b u t I  desire to call your a tten tion  in  a few plain words to some 
points in  regard to the working of subordinate Chapters which have 
at various tim es come under my observation. Our Chapters are 
sometimes applied to for the degrees by bre th ren  who are mem bers 
of Lodges in o ther jurisd ictions. Some of these applications—and
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the  word application in  th is  sense does not mean p e tition—are to 
fron tie r Chapters by b re th ren  residing across the line, who are nearer 
the Pennsylvania C hapter than  they are to one in their own jurisd ic-
tion ; the rem ainder are from brethren  residing in our own territory. 
T he obstacle to the  reception of these petitions is, th a t the  app li-
cants have no t passed the  chair. We call it “  Passing the C hair,” 
while our contem poraries call it the “  Past M aster’s Degree,” and for 
the purposes of th is address we will adopt th a t form of expression. 
In Pennsylvania th is is done in the Lodge. In all the o ther ju risd ic-
tions of th is country i t  is conferred in  the Chapter, except in  the 
com paratively few instances w here it  is given to the elected W orship-
ful M aster of a symbolic Lodge. Our C onstitu tion , in  section 107, 
says th a t an applican t for the degrees m ust he a “ Past M aster
e ither by election or d ispensation .” T he case of an app lican t who 
holds m em bership in  a foreign Lodge is therefore governed by th ree 
different conditions, as follows :

1. If  he is no t a P ast M aster he cannot p resen t a petition .
2. If  he is a P ast M aster and resides w ithin our jurisdiction he 

can p resen t a petition.
3. I f  he is a Past M aster residing outside of our jurisd iction , the 

consent of h is own G rand High P riest m ust be obtained in the 
usual m anner before he can p resen t a petition .

The rem edy for those who are not P ast Masters u  to withdraw  
from th e ir Lodge, un ite  w ith a Pennsylvania Lodge and  pass the 
chair by dispensation, when rhey will be qualified to make applica-
tion  to the  C hapter. I t  is to be regretted th a t uniform ity of usage 
regarding the Past M aster’s Degree cannot be established, and as
th is is the principal po in t of difference between Ihe o ther American 
G rand C hapters and ourselves, for w hich we have been m ildly re -
ferred  to as “ conservative,” “ old fogy,” and  our position alluded 
to as an  isolated one, i t  m ay be well to contem plate th e  sub ject and 
ascertain to w hat extent our practice is supported  by common sense 
and ancient usage and  custom. I  have taken pains to examine au -
thorities and find th a t some very em inent ones express views incon-
sisten t w ith the practice of their respective G rand Chapters. A well 
known au thor of New York says :

“ In  po in t of fact, the  degree of P ast M aster is out of place in  the 
C hapter, and has no righ t there. I t  belongs to th e  Blue Lodge. 
* * * In  th e  C hapter i t  has no significance nor pertinence
w hatever—it is simply an  act w ithout meaning, and  m ars greatly 
th e beauty of “ Royal Arch M asonry.”

A distinguished Masonic w riter of th e  D istrict of Columbia, says 
th a t originally i t  was always conferred in Lodges, and th a t “ th e  
jurisd iction  over it  by C hapters is altogether an assum ed one.”

An English author in  a le tte r to G rand High P rie st Meyer, dated 
October 1st, 1872, and published  in  our proceedings of th a t year, 
says :

“  I t  seems to have been the custom  (in  fact was) of th e  G rand 
Lodge according to the old C onstitutions (called the  A ncients’) to 
confer the Past M aster’s Degree in a Craft Lodge to candidates for
Royal Arch M asonry,” w hich is precisely w hat we in  Pennsylvania 
do to-day. In  another p art of the same le tter he says :

“ U ntil recently, in  Scotland th e  system  of Capitular Free M asonry
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prevailing in  the U nited States was adopted, b u t a t the G ran l Lodge 
held the 5th of February last, it was decided to re tu rn  to the old 
E nglish system , and hence the G rand C hapter of Scotland has re-
tired  from the control of the Past M aster’s Degree, and  left i t  entirely 
in the hands of the  G rand Lodge.”

I  regret th a t I  have not th e  space to quote th is  le tte r in full, and 
would refer those to i t  who desire to pu rsue the sub ject further. Its  
whole tenor is th a t the degree originated in the  Lodge, th a t i t  was 
designed for th e  use of the Lodge, and th a t it is out of place any-
w here else. I  m ight m ultiply quotations and enlarge upon them , 
b u t enough has been said to show th a t the  practice of conferring 
th e  degree in  Chapters is a m odern innovation and th a t our G rand 
C hapter is the  only one in th is country th a t has observed th a t time- 
honored precept which adm onishes us to reject all attem pts to im -
prove Free M asonry and to adhere strictly  to ancient usage, custom 
and  landm ark. The nam e, Past M aster, signifies th a t it  is an hon-
orary distinction  given to a b ro ther who has has passed through the 
office of M aster, and as Lodges are the only Masonic bodies governed 
by M asters, a sensible view of the m atter would indicate th a t it
should be given to the bro ther en titled  to it  by the body in which he 
has attained  the  d istinction, and why it  should be conferred by any 
o th er au thority , or how two different bodies can consistently  exer-
cise jurisd iction  over the same degree is som ething which our friends 
have never explained.

Companion M atthias H. H enderson, G rand H igh Priest.
Com panion Charles E. Meyer, G rand Secretary.
Companion Sam uel H arper again presen ted  the  report on Corre-

spondence, and we regret to find th a t from some unknow n cause our 
proceedings had failed to reach him.

QUEBEC, 1887.

We have before us a very neatly gotten up pam phlet containing 
the proceedings of the '1 enth A nnual Convocation of th e  G rand 
C hapter of Quebec, held on the 25th day of January , 1887, Compan-
ion Jo h n  P. Noyes, being th e  G. Zerubbabel. W ithin  th is  ju risd ic-
tion  there has been a som ewhat greater loss th an  increase in  the 
Craft.

T he G rand High P riest recommends the adoption of the  R itual of 
th e  G. G. C hapter of th e  U. S., and th a t it  may be appreciated by 
the  G rand Chapter he invited the officers of one of the subordinates 
which uses th is work to exemplify the work before the G rand Chap-
ter, th a t its m em bers may be the better enabled to select with discre-
tion.

He recom m ends the  form ation of a G. G. Chapter of Canada or 
British N orth America, and  the  Committee on the address agree with
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him  as to the advisability of such a move, bu t th in k  it  would be inad -
visable for the suggestion to be made by th is G rand Chapter.

This G rand Chapter adopted the th ree year lim it for R epresenta-
tives.

Companion Edson Fitch , Quebec, G. Z.
Com panion Joseph M itchell, M ontreal, G. S. E
The report on Correspondence was prepared and presen ted  by

Companion C. A. H um phreys, reviewing with others the proceedings 
of Alabama for 1885.

RHODE ISLAND, 1887.

T he E ighty-n in th  Annual Convocation of th is G rand Chapter was 
held on the 8th day of March, 1887, with Companion Rev. H enry W. 
Rugg, G rand High Priest. " B y  in form ation ,” says the address,, 
“ from various sources I reach th e  conclusion th a t C apitular Ma-
sonry in R hode Island is in a generally prosperous condition.” So, 
also, says the abstract of re tu rns of Chapters. The G rand High 
P riest, however, deplores the fact that a sufficient am ount of in te rest 
is not m anifested in  the degrees, and fears th a t many esteem the 
C hapter only as a halting  place on the  road to the Commandery.

The Committee on Correspondence made a report on the resolu-
tion of the G rand C hapter of Louisiana cu tting  off all in tercourse 
w ith those owing allegiance to either the G. M. M. Lodge or the 
G rand Chapter of England. In  th is they assert th a t they never did 
recognize the Masonic existence of th e  G. M. M. Lodge, hence no 
action is necessary thereon. W ith reference to the  G rand C hapter 
of E ngland they deem it  im proper a t th is tim e to take any action, 
believing th a t th e  m atter will yet be am icably settled  by the G rand 
C hapter of Quebec. At the sam e tim e they stoutly  m aintain the 
doctrine of exclusive sovereignty.

Com panion George M. C arpenter, Providence, G rand High Priest.
Com panion William R . G reene, Providence, G rand Secretary.

SOUTH CAROLINA, 1887.

We have th e  proceedings of th e  Seventy-sixth Annual C onvocation 
of th is G rand C hapter, held on 15th February , 1887, with J . E. 
Breazeale, G rand High Priest.

We regret to see th a t the Craft in th is ju risd iction is dim inishing
in  num bers. The suspended for non-paym ent of dues almost equals 
th e  num ber exalted.



1887.] APPENDIX. 59
Alluding to the  terrib le calamity (the earthquake) which befell the 

city of Charleston and vicinity, and  th e  consequent unparalleled dis-
tress consequent thereon, the G rand High Priest says :

In their hour of distress it  was, indeed, consoling and  encouraging 
to receive substantial tokens of sym pathy from abroad.

T he G. G. Chapter, the G rand C hapter of Ohio, and th a t of Scot-
land  prom ptly responded to the  noble instinc ts of true  Masons and 
forwarded substantial aid to the d istressed C om panions, w hich is 
gratefully  acknowledged w ith the hope th a t they “ may nev6r need 
such sym pathy as they have so freely ex tended .”

T he Committee on the address on th is subject say :

They have learned with heartfelt g ra titude of th e liberal donations
made by the G eneral G rand Chapter of the U nited  States, the G rand 
C hapter of Ohio, the G rand C hapter of Scotland, U nited  Royal Arch 
C hapter, No. 1, of Norfolk, Va., and Hiram C hapter, No. 129, of 
Louisville, Ky., for th e  relief of Royal Arch Masons who suffered by 
th e  earthquake of August 31st last. The Committee can command 
no language w hich will adequately express the grateful emotions 
th a t anim ate each Com panion’s hea rt as he th inks of the loving, fra -
te rnal hands stretched out from d istan t homes, bearing  substantial 
gifts of kindness, sym pathy and affection to aid those whose homes
were wrecked on th a t fearful n igh t of terror. The earthquake of 
1886 is of the past—the rem em brance of these unknow n C om panions' 
loving sym pathy and assistance is a living, always abiding present. 
This G rand Chapter can only say to each, in  the words of a gifted 
w o m an :

“  Few, sim ple words ! Amid the  b lurs aud blots 
Of erring language, ye have goodly b irth  ;

Ye form the consecration of the spots
W hich memory kneels upon as hallowed earth.

Feeling—too deep to sport on gossip air ;
P ity—too eloquent to  blam e or teach ;

T he Joy  we trem ble at, the  Grief we share,
T he Angel tones th a t live in  Human speech

Breathe in— ‘ God bless you.’ ”

W. T. Branch, Abbeville, G rand High Priest.
J . E . Burke, Charleston, G rand Secretary.

TENNESSEE, 1887.

The Fifty-eighth A nnual Convocation of th is G rand C hapter was
held on the 24th day of January , 1887, Companion Bradford Nichol
being G rand H igh Priest. We find th a t no tw ithstanding  the  efforts



of previous G rand H igh Priests to arrest it the shrinkage still con-
tinues. T he balance in  the hands of the G rand Treasurer, however, 
continues to increase. We are pleased to see th a t a new C hapter 
has been sta rted  under the m ost favorable auspices, and  gives 
prom ise of great success.

T he G rand C hapter appropria ted  $100 tow ards the p u ttin g  an ele-
vator in  the Tem ple. We wish our Masonic G rand Bodies would 
th u s  save the  terrib le clim b we have to make a t M ontgomery.

T he business was purely local, and there  was no report on Corres-
pondence.

Companion Wm. R. Shaver, New M iddleton, G rand High Priest.
Companion John  Frizzell, Nashville, G rand Secretary.

TEXAS, 1886.

On December 14th, 1886, the G rand C hapter of Texas held its
T hirty-seventh  Annual Convocation w ith Com panion B. F. Frym ier, 
G rand High Priest. N otw ithstanding the  denunciation  of our G. G. 
C hapter, we find th a t the  num bers increase in th is ju risd iction , and 
th a t dorm ant Chapters are reviving, while new C hapters are being 
formed.

T he G rand C hapter passed a resolution approving the  final action 
of th e  G rand C hapter of Quebec tow ards the G. M. M. Lodge of 
England.

The following was referred  to th e  Committee on M asonic Ju r is -
prudence :

Resolved, T hat th e  resolution adopted by th is G rand C hapter, 
Ju n e  17, A. D. 1861, dissolving all connection between th is G rand 
C hapter and the G eneral G rand C hapter be, and  the same is hereby 
repealed.

This Comm ittee made th e  following report, which was adopted  :

Your Committee on Masonic Ju risprudence, beg leave to subm it
th e  following r e p o r t :

We have carefully considered the  resolution offered by Com panion 
E. C. Bartholomew proposing to repeal th e  resolution of th is  G rand 
C hapter adopted in  1861, dissolving all connection betw een th is  
G rand C hapter and the G eneral G rand Chapter.

We recommend th a t the  resolution offered by Com panion B arthol-
omew be not adopted, and refer our Com panion to a very able report 
on th is subject, in 1878. (See P rin ted  Proceedings of th is G rand 
C hapter for 1878, pages ‘29 to 41 inclusive.)
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Com panion W. L. Sartwell, Comanche, G rand High Priest.
Com panion R obert Brewster, H ouston, G rand Secretary.
No report on Correspondence.

VERMONT, 1887.

T he Seventieth Annual Convocation of th is  G rand C hapter was 
held on Ju n e 17th, 1887, w ith Com panion K ittredge H askins, G. H.
Priest. There was a palpable increase in  m em bership of th e  Craft 
during  the year.

Of the craft and the  finances of the  G rand Chapter the G H. 
P riest says :

T he am ount of work done by the subordinate C hapters during the 
past year is a little in excess of th a t of the year im m edi itely p reced -
ing, yielding an am ount which places the G rand C hapter in  a very 
respectable condition financially. This is as it  should be; for n 
G rand Body of M asons, like an  individual engaged in  business, con-
stantly  struggling under financial em barrassm ent, can be regarded 
only w ith feelings of the  deepest com m iseration.

And, he m ight have added, th a t when either a Lodge, G rand Lodge, 
C hapter or G rand C hapter become bu rthen ed  w ith debt th e  in te re s t 
of the  m em bers is visibly m uch slackened.

A proposition was subm itted  allowing a C hapter to hold  its  con-
vocations alternately in two different places and agreed to.

T he comm ittee on finance recom m ended th a t hereafte r the report 
on correspondence should be lim ited so as no t to exceed fifty pages, 
which was also agreed to.

We have found it  necessary to bring  it  down to a m uch sm aller 
figure to rem ain w ithin the  ability of our G rand C hapter to p u b -
lish  it.

Com panion M arsh 0 . PerkinB, W indsor, G. H. P.
Com panion W arren G. Reynolds, B urlington, G rand Secretary.
Companion Frederick S. F isher again m ade the  report on corres-

pondence, covering 83 pages, reviewing therein  Alabama for 1885.

VIRGINIA, 1886.

T he Seventy-ninth Annual Convocation of th is G rand Chapter was 
hold on Novem ber 17th, 1886, Com panion Ro. T. Craighill being the 
G rand H. P.

A larger increase in  m em bership duping th e  year is shown than  for
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the preceding year. One dispensation for a new chapter was granted, 
and a t th is convocation to it a charte r was granted.

Business entirely local.
Companion Philo Bradly, H arrisonburg, G. H. P.
Wm. B. Isaacs, Richm ond, G rand Secretary.
T h is.latter p resen ted  the rep o rt on correspondence, and Alabama 

for 1885, finds a place in it. I t  is now a goodly num ber of years 
since we have heard from the com panion. His ring then  was bright, 
yea brilliant, and to him  is the reportorial corps indebted  for the 
soubriquet of M utual A dm iration Society. From  h is conclusion we 
copy :

We have finished our labors. The work is before you. We have 
no tim e to rub  it  down, to revise, to s treng then , to correct, or to 
round  off the periods. We are not satisfied w ith it, nor can we ex-
pect, nor do we expect, o thers to be. There are few d istu rb ing  ele-
m ents th roughout the  country. E xcept for the Quebec m uddle and 
the A. and  A. S. R. contentions, all would be peace and harm ony. 
W ith the first of these we have no th ing  more to do save to express 
our regrets th a t it  exists. W ith the last, as Royal Arch Masons, we 
conceive we have nothing to do. We regret, most deeply regret, to
read the personalities and accusations m ade by the  different aspirants 
to establish their respective claim s to “ Simon p u re-sh ip .” In  our 
opinion the  use of such appellations as “ m iserable lia rs,” “ knavish 
scoundrels,” “ lying, im puden t, b rassy  falsehoods,” &e., &c., are not 
calculated to give force, or im pressiveness, or conviction, to an argu-
m ent. If such th ings are in the A. and A. S .R . R itual, we have 
no th ing  more to say, except to advise a revision and purgation. We 
never joke on m atters Masonic.

WASHINGTON, 1887.

T he proceedings before us are of the T hird  Annual Convocation 
of th is vigorous young sister, held on 30th May, 1887, w ith Comp.
Andrew McCalley, G rand High Priest. The m orning session was
p re tty  m uch occupied w ith the  presenta tion  of a cane to the  M. E. G.
H. P. ; in the afternoon work was com m enced, an d  th e  G rand High 
P riest delivered his address. In  it  he says, “ N otw ithstanding this, 
we have had a year of prosperity , each chapter showing an increase 
of m em bers ; also two dispensations have been g ran ted .”

C harters were g ran ted  to two new chapters.
The G rand High P rie s t recom m ended th a t th e  G rand C onstitution 

be am ended to conform to the laws of the  G. G. C hapter, and adds :

N otw ithstanding, i t  appears strange to me th a t the G eneral G rand 
C hapter should single us of W ashington out in th is  m atter, when
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our C onstitution and By-Laws are the same as th a t of Illinois. Why 
n o t make the sam e request of th a t G rand body? W ere they afraid 
to do so ?

The Com m ittee on Foreign C orrespondence, to whom th is was re-
ferred, made a special rep o rt upon it which we subjoin for the better 
illustration of the  whole subject. We th in k  our little  friend  W ash-
ington has the best of th e  bargain. I t  is long, b u t im portant, hence 
we do not curtail i t :

S p e c ia l  R e p o k t on  C o e e e s p o n d e n c e .

Comp. T. M. Reed also presen ted  and read the following special 
report of th e  Com m ittee on Correspondence, which, on motion, was 
received as em bodying the views and conclusions of th is G rand 
C hapter upon the subject m atters therein referred to, and as such
was unanim ously adopted :

Jo the M. E. Grand Chapter nj Washington:
I d response to the recom m endation of the Comm ittee o n  R eports 

of G rand Officers, adopted by th is G rand C hapter, ante p. 281, your 
Committee on Correspondence fraternally  subm it the  following 
special r e p o r t :

The request is made th a t th is Com mittee make a special report 
upon th is whole question of “ ap paren t conflict” betw een the Con-
stitu tion and laws of th is G rand C hapter and those of the General
G rand Chapter, as referred  to in the proceedings of th a t General 
G rand Body, for 1886.

In  the Annual report of th is Committee, ju s t p resented , will be 
found a “ review” of the proceedings of the  G eneral G rand C hapter 
a t its Twenty-Sixth T riennial Convocation, 1886. The particular 
subject now before your Committee upon which a special rep o rt is 
desired, was duly, and, we believe, carefully considered in  th a t re-
port. As “ tim e” and the  economy of space, a t the present jun c tu re , 
are im portan t considerations, your Committee has deemed it best to
elim iuate from th e  general report those portions w hich refer, either 
by extract or com m ent, to th is question, and to incorporate them  
herein  as the full text of th is report.

R eferring  to the address of M. E. G eneral G rand High P riest 
Chapm an, we rem ark as follows : “ The new G rand C hapters of
W ashington and Dakota, established under his authority , are referred 
to in general term s of k indness and  respect, although with a seem-
ing doubt as to the propriety  of his course in  the prem ises, under 
the provisions of the  law of the General G rand C hapter relative 
to such cases. He gives in full his official le tters of authorization 
in  each case. We quote from his address a few brief extracts, 
as follows :

“ D uring the first six m onths of th e year 1884, approval was asked
for proceedings already taken to organize a G rand C hapter in the 
Territory of Dakota, and  another in  th a t of W ashington. I  was re-
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speotfnlly rem inded th a t “ Three subordinate C hapters” were com pe-
te n t to form a G rand C hapter, b u t my own inclination  was to be 
governed by th e  entire term s of the  C onstitu tion , —see Section 23, 
Article II.

“ In  each of these territories a convention was held, the  proceedings 
thereof were forw arded to my address and approval so licited .”

In  his correspondence w ith Comp. B latt, of Dakota, on th is su b -
jec t he says :

“ In  so im portan t a m atter as th a t of form ing a G rand C hapter we 
ought to avoid all cause for p resen t and fu tu re  unfavorable criticism , 
and, as I should like to establish a good precedent, and  correct one 
also, I  tru s t you will aid me, even though it  may cause slight delay.

“ At th e  proper tim e I  gave the necessary le tter in  each case. * * *
“ I t  is probable th a t in  both  cases the com panions directly con-

cerned thought their respective proceeding in Ju n e  to be regular, 
and chafed som ewhat under the delay im posed ; indeed, m ild ex-
pression to th is effect appeared in  the  p rin ted  proceedings of the 
G rand C hapter of W ashington * *

“ In  the T erritory  of W ashington, the Chapters were a t once agreed, 
the only question was one of regularity , aside from th a t of their 
convenience and the dictation of “ p ropriety” in  establishing a G rand 
C hapter of such lim ited proportions. If  doubts existed in my own 
m ind, I  gave the  com panions in terested  the benefit of them ; tru s t-
ing th a t their knowledge of Freem asonry and th e ir attachm en t to 
the in stitu tion  will be ample to make th e ir G rand C hapter useful 
and honorable.”

In  order to make th is sub ject clear to all, we give in  full the  sec-
tion of the C onstitution referred  to by G eneral G rand High Priest, 
Chapm an, as follows :

“ S e c t io n  2 3 . W henever there  shall be th ree subordinate C hapters 
regularly chartered  and constitu ted  in  any State, d istrict, or T erri-
tory, by virtue of authority  derived from th is C onstitu tion , a G rand 
Chapter may be established, as soon as convenience an d  propriety  
may dictate ; Provided, T hat th e  approbation of th e  G eneral G rand 
High P riest shall have been first obtained. And any G rand C hapter 
thus established, shall have and possess all the rights, privileges and 
prerogatives conferred upon the G rand C hapters by th is Consti-
tu tio n .”

In  explanation of w hat would appear from the foregoing, as irreg-
u lar action and “ undue haste” on the p a rt of the  actors in  th e  form -
ation of the G rand C hapter of W ashington, i t  may be proper for the 
w riter of th is report, to say, a t least for him self, th a t we do not feel
aggrieved or “ chafed” a t the action of the G eneral G rand High 
Priest in th is m atter. We believe him  to have been actuated  by feel-
ings of conscientious d u ty , of propel caution and fraternal k indness. 
B ut, a t the time of the occurence, the long delay of the response to 
our petitions was a m atter of some surprise and concern, and  espe-
cially so to some of our com panions, who, perhaps, did no t look a t the 
sp irit of the law of the General G rand C hapter, on th is point, in ex-
actly the same light, as it  appears to have been understood by the 
G eneral G rand High Priest. We were fully aware of th e existence
of th e  law, as the in terpreta tion  of its  sense and im port was discussed 
before any definite action was taken. We believed, and have found
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nothing since to change th a t belief, th a t n e ith e r the  le tte r nor sp irit 
of the  law denied the  righ t of those “  th ree subordinate C hapters” 
to proceed in  th e  m anner, and to the extent, they did.

The section of the C onstitution of the  G eneral G rand C hapter 
referred to says, th a t “ a G rand C hapter m ay be established as soon
as convenience and propriety  may dictate : Provided, T hat the  ap-
probation of the  G eneral G rand High P riest shall have been first 
obtained.”

Now, w hat does th is  language signify? Does it  m ean th a t no 
formal steps or m easures can be taken, by th e requisite num ber of
regularly chartered Chapters, prelim inary  to the establishm ent of a 
new G rand C hapter? We th in k  not. Then, if any form al action 
may be taken, to w hat extent shall i t  go ? I t  appears to us th a t those 
th ree Chapters had the undoubted  righ t, agreeably to the usages and 
custom s of the Fratern ity , to m eet in  convention as they did, and to 
go through all th e  prelim inary  form s of organization, and to do all 
things necessary and  requisite in  the form ation of a G rand C hapter, 
bu t not to establish or constitu te  a G rand Chapter. This they did not 
assum e to do; for they recognized th a t no such power was given them
under the Constitution. In  o ther words, they  were restric ted  from 
th e  exercise of such powers, had they been so disposed. This could 
only be done after “ the approbation of the G rand High P riest had 
been ob tained ,” and  by his order and direction, w ithout w hich, all 
their efforts for the tim e being m ust fail. There is quite a m aterial 
and d istinct difference in  the m eanings of th e  words “ organize” and 
“ establish” in the  sense here employed ; the  one is to form ulate and 
bring  together the  elem ents of the  body, to be established; or, as 
W ebster has it, “ to endow with the  capacity for the form ation of 
life;” and the o ther “ to make stable or firm ; to fix or se t u n a lte r-
ably; to confirm ,” etc. I t  was not the  purpose, therefore, of those 
th ree subordinate C hapters th a t their proceedings of organization 
should be taken or considered as constitu ting  an  established G rand 
Chapter. H ad they so considered it, they  would no t have applied 
for the  approbation  of the G eneral G rand H igh P rie s t to establish 
i t  under th e  law of the G eneral G rand C hapter. I t  will be seen, 
therefore, th a t our in terpreta tion  of th is law was not such as the 
G eneral G rand High P riest appears to have construed it. I t  is cer-
tain ly  ap paren t to all th a t some form al prelim inary  proceedings in  
the  organization and for th e  establishm ent of a G rand body are nec-
essary. I f  our views of th is  law are wrong, i t  w ould be well for the 
G eneral G rand Chapter to establish a boundary line and say how far 
such prelim inary proceedings should go, and  w here to stop.

P e rtin en t to th is question and to the construction placed upon 
some provisions of the  G eneral G rand C hapter C onstitution by the 
Com m ittee on Jurisprudence, w hich we shall notice fu rth e r along in 
th is report, we give the following extract from  M. E. Comp. Chap-
m an’s address, relative to certain decisions. H e says :

“  I t  has been my earnest desire to construe the  C onstitution of the 
G eneral G rand C hapter as being, in  its  general tone, more perm issive 
than  m andatory, believing also, th a t a too fam iliar or too frequen t 
in terference w ith State G rand Chapters carries w ith it an elem ent of
danger to the  harm ony which invites m utual respect and  confidence 
between the  superior body and  its  subord inates.”

5
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In  th is we believe the G eneral G rand High P riest has expressed 

th e  full compass and im port of th a t in stru m en t in its  p resen t gov-
ernm ental powers 

We now notice, as briefly as the circum stances and im portance of
th e  m atters considered appear to w arrant, the report of the  Commit-
tee on Ju risprudence, to which reference is m ade by our G rand High 
Priest. T he report was subm itted  and doubtless prepared  by Comp. 
Frederic Speed, of M ississippi, and th e  rep o rt adopted  by the G en-
eral G rand Chapter. I t  appears to have been signed by all the m em -
bers of the comm ittee, namely : Com panions John  Frizzell, Jo h n W. 
Dadmum. Thom as H. Caswell, F rederic Speed, George L. McCahan, 
Jose M. Yznaga, and  K ittredge Haskins. The particular features of 
th e  report to w hich we call atten tion  are its  references to the G rand 
C hapter of W ashington. Holding th e  com m ittee in  such high es-
teem  for their learning, ability and Masonic experience, their knowl-
edge of M asonic law and  m ethods, i t  is far from a p leasan t task for 
one so hum ble as your reporter to offer any criticism upon w hat
m ight be considered the  wise deliberations of th a t committee. But 
sim ple and  plain justice to the  G rand C hapter of W ashington—to 
the  common sense of its m em bers—dem ands th a t we “ have a hear-
ing” in  respect to th is m atter. We cannot believe it  was the deliber-
ate in ten tion  of Comp. Speed, or any o ther m em ber of th a t Commit-
tee, through any ill will, to inflict chastisem ent upon  the new-born 
in fan t—the G rand C hapter of W ashington—or to do i t  palpable in -
justice ; yet i t  is a m atter of m uch surprise, an d  beyond our com-
prehension, how so in te lligen t a com m ittee could have fallen into
such egregious blunders, as we believe th e  sequel will show. We 
will extract from  the  com m ittee’s report such portions as refer to the 
establishm ent of the  G rand C hapters of W ashington and Dakota. 
H ad the  com m ittee stopped w ith the in troductory  clause of their re-
port, in their reference to these G rand C hapters, they would have
done exact and  full justice to us, and reflected cred it upon them -
selves. T he in troduction  is as follows :

“ T he Committee on Jurisprudence to whom was referred  so m uch 
of th e  General G rand High P rie st’s address as refers to th e  establish-
m ent of G rand Chapters in  th e  territories of W ashington and Dakota, 
respectfully  report th a t th e  constitutional requirem ents having been 
complied w ith, said G rand Chapters are regularly established and 
entitled to all the rights, privileges and prerogatives conferred upon 
G rand C hapters by  the C onstitution of the G eneral G rand C hapter.” 

After having disposed of some o ther m atters before them , new 
light appears to have dawned upon th e  vision of the  com m ittee, in 
respect to W ashington and Dakota, and hence the  following rem ark-
able deliverance :

“ Although we have, in  another portion  of th is  report, sta ted  th a t 
the new G rand C hapters of W ashington and  D akota have complied 
w ith th e  C onstitutional requ irem ents and are regularly established 
G rand C hapters, we have, since th a t portion of the  rep o rt was w rit-
ten , had our atten tion called to th e C onstitutions and regulations of
these G rand bodies, w hich we find in  a few u n im p o rtan t particulars 
n o t to conform  to th e  C onstitution of the  G eneral G rand Chapter, 
and  which for th is reason we m ight find grounds upon which to reject 
their applications for recognition as constituen ts of the  G eneral
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G rand Chapter. We th ink  it  th e  wiser course to tru s t th e  com panions 
of. W ashington and Dakota on having their a tten tion  called thereto 
to make the necessary am endm ents so that their Constitutions and 
regulations will conform to th e  C onstitution of the  G eneral G rand 
C hapter, and therefore we adhere to our form er recom m endation. 
We particularize the respects in which there  is a conflict as follows : 

“ G rand C hapter of W ashington—Section 2 of Article I I , Section 9 
Article I II , Article V of the C onstitu tion , and Section 5 of th e  By- 
Laws are in conflict with Sections 16, 29 and 32 of the  C onstitution 
of the G eneral G rand C hapter. These provisions give to the D eputy 
G rand High Priest equal powers w ith the G rand High P riest in  g ran t-
ing dispensations for the form ation of C hapters, while the theory of 
the Constitution of the G eneral G rand Chapter is th a t with the
G rand High P riest is vested the sole executive authority , w hich can 
he exercised by his deputy  only in the  event of th e  disability or ab-
sence of the principal.

“ Section 7 of the By-Laws, relating  to rejected candidates, con-
flicts with Section 4.3 of the  C onstitution of th e  G eneral G rand 
Chapter.

“ Section 40 of the By-Laws, relating to the use of substitutes, 
conflicts w ith the  decision of the G eneral G rand Chapter upon th a t 
subject in  1871.

“ Section 10, Article I, of th e  C onstitution of the  G rand Chapter 
of Dakota conflicts with Section 43 of th e  C onstitution of the G en-
eral G rand Chapter, and  Section 3 Article I I I , is in  conflict w ith Sec-
tion 16 of the same in stru m en t, C hapters U. D. having all the  pow-
ers of chartered Chapters, except as to th e election and installation
of officers and th e  rights growing out thereof.”

I t  will be seen from  th e  foregoing th a t the provisions of the Con-
stitu tion  and  By-laws of the  G rand Chapter of W ashington which, 
it  is alleged, are in  conflict with the C onstitution of the G eneral 
G rand Chapter, relate principally to the powers given to the D eputy 
G rand High Priest. To show the relative sections of th e  two Con-
stitu tions in question, we quote, first from the G eneral G rand Chap-
te r Constitution, sufficient for illustra tion , as follows :

“ S e c t io n  16. T he General G rand High P riest shall have power 
and authority , upon the petition  of n ine  or more B. A. M asons, to 
grant dispensations, for a lim ited tim e, for the  form ation of subordi-
nate Chapters, under the im m ediate jurisd iction  of the General 
Grand C hapter, etc.”

Section 29, relating to th e  duties of officers, reads :
“ S ec . 29. The officers of G rand C hapters shall severally perform  

such duties and shall possess and enjoy such powers, prerogatives 
and privileges w ithin their respective ju risd ictions as are required, 
possessed and enjoyed by the  officers of the  G eneral G rand C hapter of 
like grade, under the provisions of th is C onstitution, so far as the 
same may be applicable.

“ G rand C hapters may require their G rand Officers to perform  such 
other duties as may be deem ed appropriate, not inconsisten t with 
the  provisions of th is C onstitution, or the usages of Boyal Arch Ma-
sonry in  th is ju risd iction .”

Section 32 of the  sam e in stru m en t reads :
“ Sec. 32, G rand C hapters in  the  form ation of subordinate Chap-
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ters in  their respective jurisd ictions, shall observe the  requirem ents 
and  provisions of th is C onstitu tion  in  relation to the establishm ent 
of subordinate Chapters under th e  im m ediate jurisd iction  of the 
G eneral G rand C hapter, so far as the  sam e may be applicable.”

We now quote from  the  sections of the C onstitution of th e  G rand 
C hapter of W ashington w hich are said to conflict w ith the foregoing. 
Section 2, Article I I , reads :

“ S e c . 2. The G rand High P riest and  D eputy G rand High Priest, 
severally, have au thority  and power, during  the recess of the  G rand 
C hapter of which they are officers, to g ran t le tters of dispensation 
under their respective hands and private seals to n ine or more com-
p eten t petitions, empowering them  to open a Chapter of Eoyal Arch 
M asons, e tc .”

Section 9, of Article III , reads :
“ S e c . 9. T he officers of all new C hapters in  th is jurisdiction, after 

they shall have received their charter, shall be duly insta lled  by the 
G rand High P riest or D eputy G rand High Priest, or a past or p resen t 
High Priest may be appointed a proxy for the purpose, etc .”

Article V reads as follows :
“ W henever i t  shall be inconvenient for the G rand or D eputy 

G rand High Priest, respectively, to a tten d  in  person to constitu te a 
new Chapter, and install the officers, they shall severally have power 
and authority to appoint some w orthy High P riest or Past High
Priest to perform the necessary cerem onies.”

Section 5 of our By-Laws referred  to by th e  com m ittee, sim ply re-
quires G rand High P riest and D eputy G rand High P riest to make 
reports of their official action, during the  recess of the G rand 
Chapter.

I t  will be seen th a t the sum  of the objection made by the  Commit-
tee in th is reference rests on the fact th a t the G rand Chapter of 
W ashington gives to its D eputy G rand High P riest powers, which, in 
a corresponding degree, the D eputy G eneral G rand High P riest lias 
no au thority  to exercise. This objection, which is b u t technical, 
appears to be based on sections 29 and 32 of the G eneral G rand Con-
s titu tion  referred to. There is nothing whatever in these sections or 
any o ther p rohibiting  th e  g ran ting  by State G rand Chapters such 
powers to their D eputy G rand H igh Priests, b u t upon the contrary, 
clause second of section 29 seems quite  clearly to w arrant th is, espe-
cially w hen construed in connection with o ther portions of the G en-
eral G rand C onstitution (which the com m ittee failed to notice,) and 
w ith “ the  usages and  custom s of Eoyal Arch M asonry in  th is ju ris-
d iction .” (Sec. 29.)

We fully agree w ith th e  Comm ittee th a t the  “  theory of the G en-
eral G rand C hapter is th a t in  th e  General G rand High P riest is vested 
the  whole executive au th o rity ,” and believe also th a t th is is correct 
in  principle, b u t in  th is case we are to be controlled by facts, and not 
by m ere idealitie theories. The C onstitution of the  G eneral G rand 
C hapter in  its  declaration of powers m ust be construed as an en-
tirety , and as a system  of powers, inconsistent in no p art or section 
w ith the term s and purposes m ade known in its sovereign declara-
tions. To determ ine the correctness of the  Com m ittee’s analogy, in 
respect to the  powers th a t a G rand C hapter may assum e to confer on 
its  G rand Officers, i t is im portan t to consider th e  lim itations of the
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im perial powers o£ tlie G eneral G rand C hapter as set forth  in  its  own 
Constitution. Now le t us for a m om ent call th e  a tten tio n  of th a t 
Committee to the section of the C onstitutian of th e  G eneral G rand 
Chapter, which clearly defines th e n atu re and exten t of its own pow-
ers in  respect to State Chapters, and  generally. We quoie b u t a p a rt 
of the section, b u t sufficient for in te lligen t com prehension of its 
scope and as affecting th is  subject. Will the  Committee read and 
p o n d e r :

“ S eo . 7. The G eneral G rand C hapter has and  possesses no o ther 
powers th an such as are indispensably necessary-to th e  exercise of 
its  general powers and consisten t w ith th e  relations subsisting be-
tween th e  State G rand Chapters. I t  can exercise no doubtful powers, 
nor any powers by im plication m erely; and all Masonic powers not 
hereby granted to it  are reserved to the G rand and subordinate Chap-
ters of the several States, or to Boyal Arch Masons individually.

“ I t  shall have and m aintain jurisd iction  o v e ra ll C hapters estab-
lished by itse lf in  those sta tes, d istricts, republics and  territories 
which recognize th is ju risd iction , and w here there is no G rand Chap-
te r established.

“ I t  shall have power to decide all questions of Masonic law, usage 
and  custom w hich may arise betw een any two or more G rand Chap-
ters, or in any of the subordinate Chapters under its own immediate 
jurisd iction , and all th a t may be referred to i t  for its  decision by any 
G rand Chapter by form al vote; and its decisions so made shall be 
deem ed and regarded as those of the suprem e jud ic ial tribunal of 
Koyal Arch M asonry in  th e  last resort.

“ I t shall have no power of discipline, adm onition, censure or in -
struction  over the  G rand Chapters, nor any legislative powers w hat-
ever, not hereby specially granted , nor any au thority  to suspend the 
proceedings of any State G rand Chapters, nor shall en tertain  any 
com plaint against a G rand C hapter preferred  by any subordinate 
C hapter or individual Mason in th a t jurisd iction  or elsew here.”

I t  would seem th a t fu rth er com m ent here would be superfluous. 
B ut, if, as stated in the above extract, the G eneral G rand Chapter 
“  can exercise no doubtful powers, nor any powers by im plication 
m erely,” and th a t i t has “ no powers of discipline, adm onition, cen-
sure or in struction  over the G rand Chapters, nor any legislative 
powers w hatever,” and there is no clause in  any of its  Constitutional 
provisions, prohibiting  State G rand Chapters from investing  their 
D eputy G rand High P riests w ith powers to g ran t dispensations, we 
fail to see in  w hat respect the G rand Chapter of W ashington has 
transcended its authority . If  i t  has done so, it  is no t an “ unim port-
a n t” m atter, as sta ted  by the Comm ittee ; and our G rand Chapter 
m ight hum bly subm it to th e  chiding rebuke so graciously bestowed, 
as a charitable rem inder of the forbearance of still greater visitations
w hich “ m ight” have fallen on th e  G rand C hapters of W ashington 
and  Dakota. B ut, listen , Com panions! Even in  th a t extrem ity, 
these G rand Chapters, youthful pretenders though they be, would
have been in  “ good” company. W hen the G rand C hapter of Wash-
ington was organized, the w riter hereof was appointed  a Committee 
to subm it a Constitution for its adoption. Having a copy of the 
C onstitution of the G rand Chapter of Illinois at hand, and little
tim e to look further, he thought th a t good enough for trial a t least.
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He elim inated all those portions referring to the Criptio degrees, and
subm itted  the Illinois C onstitution as an entirety, mutatis mutandis, 
and it  was th u s adopted as th e  Constitution of the  G rand C hapter of 
W ashington. And furtherm ore, we have taken the pains to examine 
all th e  State G rand C hapter C onstitutions a t our command, touching 
th is  question, and  find th a t about th ree out of every five are either 
in the  exact language of our C onstitution, or substantially  the  same. 
We m ention the following : C onnecticut, Colorado, Dakota, K ansas, 
M innesota, Missouri, Nevada, Oregon, Texas, V erm ont and W iscon-
sin. D oubtless there are many others, b u t unfortunate ly , at th is
w riting, we have access to only about one-th ird  of th e  State G rand 
C hapter C onstitutions. We propose io exam ine in to  th is m atter 
fu rth e r  hereafter. B ut if the  provisions of those we have examined 
afford any index to th e whole, a large m ajority m ust be in accord
w ith the  C onstitution of the G rand C hapter of W ashington. If  the 
Com m ittee’s position on th is question be correct, and their report 
received due consideration in  the G eneral G rand Chapter, i t  is a 
m atter of no little  surprise th a t “ silence prevailed” from each valley 
represen ted , and not the less rem arkable th a t the Committee failed
to arraign th is large coterie of Representatives p resen t, the  laws of 
whose respective G rand Chapters were alike a t variance w ith the 
C onstitution of the  G eneral G rand Chapter. I t is quite clear to us th a t 
the G eneral G rand Chapter never would have sanctioned the rep o rt 
had  it  been properly understood, or these facts m ade known. Had 
the Com m ittee them selves a knowledge of these facts?

B ut the Committee does not stop with th e  foregoing objections. 
I t  attacks our By-Laws “ relating  to rejec ted  cand idates,” and  says 
th a t Section 7 of th e  By-Laws conflicts with Section 43 of the Con-
stitu tion  of the  G eneral G rand C hapter, and th a t Section 40 of the 
By-Laws “ relating  to the use of substitu tes conflicts w ith a decision 
of the General G rand C hapter upon th a t subject m ade in  1871.” We 
will not im pugn the motives of the w riter of th a t report, b u t sim ply 
say th a t these sta tem ents are erroneous.

Section 7  of our G rand Chapter By-Laws has no reference w hat-
ever to “ rejected candidates,” b u t relates wholly to th e  duties of the  
G rand Secretary. B ut th is  doubtless was a clerical error. Section 
7  of Article I I I  of our C onstitution, w hich was th6 law of Illinois 
G rand C hapter when adopted by us, and is substantially  the  same 
now. w ith some conditions subsequently  added, was as follows : 

“ S e c . 7 . No candidate whose application may have been rejected 
in  any C hapter under th is Jurisd iction , shall be exalted or advanced 
in  o ther C hapter, w hich shall have received official notice of such 
rejection , w ithout the  unanim ous perm ission of the  C hapter re jec t-
ing, expressed by b a llo t.”

T he above, i t  is alleged, conflicts w ith the following of the G eneral 
G rand C hapter C onstitution :

“ S e c . 43. No Chapter under th is Ju risd iction shall confer th e de-
grees on any candidate previously rejected  by any o ther Chapter, 
w ithout the  consent of such rejecting  C hapter, provided such C hap-
te r  be in  existence ”

In  our judgm ent there  is no conflict here, for Section 43 above 
quoted, m ust refer to Chapters under the im m ediate ju risd ic tion  of 
the  G eneral G rand Chapter. If  i t  were not so th a t in stru m en t is in -
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consistent w ith its own declarations, given in  Section 7, and  instead 
of confining its  au thority  to the  exercise of “ general powers, con-
sisten t w ith the n atu re  and the  relations existing between State G rand 
C hapters,” it  assum es to usurp  those special and reserved powers 
which are, to say the least, generally recognized as belonging exclu-
sively to State G rand Chapters, and which are natural and consistent 
w ith the autonom y of G rand Chapters. The several G rand Chapters
and the  subordinates of their obedient m ust, of course, strictly  ob-
serve and  conform to the  “ essentials" laid down by the G eneral 
G rand C hapter, both  in  law and ritualistic  work, b u t th e  R ight of 
choosing such m aterial as in their judgm ent will conduce to the har-
m ony, growth and prosperity of Royal Arch Masonry in the respective
State G rand C hapter jurisd ictions, a righ t indefeasible in them , and 
cannot be invaded by the G eneral G rand Chapter.

One more brief reference to the Committee’s criticism  and we have 
done. Section 40 of our By-Laws, referred to by the Committee, 
m akes’no allusion w hatever to the use of “ su b stitu tes ,” bu t relates
to “  notices of appeal” and action thereon. We presum e, however, 
th a t the objection refers to th a t section of our law w hich proh ib its 
the  use of “ sub stitu tes ,” unless by  d ispensation from the  G rand 
High Priest, while the decision of the G eneral G rand C hapter per-
m its th a t use w ithout any sanction of executive authority .

We have devoted more space to those questions th an  was intended, 
and though striving to avoid elaboration, the im portance of the m at-
te rs under consideration has made it necessary to th u s enlarge. And 
now, in view of the report of th a t Committee, and th e action taken
thereon by th e  General G rand C hapter, i t  becomes the duty  of th is 
G rand Chapter to carefully consider the questions involved, and 
faithfully and in telligently  to determ ine upon a proper course of 
action in  th e  premises. In  the  relations we sustain  toward the G en-
eral G rand C hapter, we cannot afford to d isregard her commands, 
constitutionally  expressed, and a t the same tim e claim unquestioned 
loyalty, as a constituen t body. Even plain and palpable errors, if 
not subversive of the tru e  principles and ground work of the  order, 
may for the tim e being, be borne with subm issive patience. In  the 
opinion of your Comm ittee, however, there is, in reality, no “ con-
flict” or enlargem ent of powers, existing in  any of the provisions of 
th e  C onstitution of th is  G rand Chapter, beyond th a t w hich the plain 
language and im port of the C onstitution of the G eneral G rand
C hapter would clearly justify . If  the  term s of th a t in strum ent de-
fining its powers m ean anything, i t  becomes a serious question 
w hether the adoption of the report of th a t in te lligen t Committee by 
th e  General G rand Chapter did not exceed th e  lim itations of its au-
thority . But, be th is as i t  may, th is G rand C hapter can well afford 
to am end its C onstitution to the extent th a t no sem blance of doubt 
can exist regarding any conflict with the provisions of the Constitu-
tion of the  G eneral G rand Chapter, and to accord w ith the expressed 
views of th a t Committee. We will not endanger either our dignity 
or self-respect by so doing, however sanguine we may be in  opinion 
th a t, both in  the preparation  an d  adoption of th a t report of the 
Committee on Jurisprudence, the resu lt is alone a ttribu tab le to “ hasty 
and inconsiderate action .”

T. M. R e e d , Committee.
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Companion W alter Jam es Thom pson, Tacoma, G rand High P riest.
Companion Thomas M ilbnrne Beed, Otympia, G rand Secretary.
The la tte r presen ted  th e  report on Correspondence, reviewing 

Alabama for 1886. Had we not already given so m uch space to th is 
G. C. we would be pleased to follow him .

WEST V IBGINIA, 1885.

T he F ifteen th  A unual Convocation of th is  G rand C hapter was held  
on the  9th day of November, 1886, C om panion Andrew J. Stone, be-
ing  G rand H igh Priest.

T he G. H. P riest com plained of no t being ab le  to obtain reports 
from  the  several chapters as to their s tren g th , work done, &c., in 
tim e to m ake a sta tem en t to G rand C hapter, and  reccom ended th a t 
with suitable b lanks to be furn ished  by G rand Secretary, C hapters 
be required  to furn ish  such inform ation n o t less than ten  days before 
th e  m eeting of the  G rand C hapter. A resolution to th is  effect was 
adopted.

Com panion O. S. Long, who had  been th e  G rand Secretary from 
the organization of the G rand C hapter, in closing his report, used
the following language :

The rem oval of the  State Capital from  W heeling to Charleston 
renders it  necessary for m e to transfer my hom e to the p resen t seat 
of th e State governm ent and so rem oves me from the center of Ma-
sonic life in the  S ta te—the city  of W heeling. F o r th is  reason an d  
for the  fu rth e r cause th a t I  am and  have been conscious th a t I  can -
not give and have not given to  the affairs of the  G rand C hapter th a t 
tim e and a tten tion  w hich its  interests dem ands from the  G rand Sec-
retary , I m ust request you to relieve me from the duties of official
position. Dear Companions, I  love you all; I  love the  G rand C hap-
te r which has been organized and conducted th u s fa r upon its  course 
of usefulness by your labors and m ine; and  I  fa ith fu lly  engage to 
labor still for th e  advancem ent of C apitu lar M asonry in  W est 
Virginia.

W hereupon the  G rand C hapter m ade him  G. H. Priest.
G rand Chapter of D akota was form ally recognized.
Com panion W ill H. Biggs was m ade G rand Secretary.

W EST VIBGINIA, 1886.

In the same pam phle t are the proceedings of th e G rand C hapter
held  on the  8th November, 1886, Com panion Wm. G. B ennett, D. 
G. H. P riest, presiding. T he G rand High P riest was prevented  
from  attend ing  by sickness, b u t sen t a b rief address to G rand C hap-
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ter. There was a fair increase in  mem bers during the year. D uring 
1885 it was 9, and in 1886, 41.

One new C hapter was organized w ith every assurance of success, 
and  several dorm ant ones p u t to work again.

T he G rand Secretary having removed perm anently from the ju ris -
diction, one was appointed pro iem., whom the G rand Chapter sub-
sequently  elected.

Comp. William G. B ennett, W eston, G rand High Priest.
Comp. Jo h n  W. Morris, W heeling, G rand Secretary.

WISCONSIN, 1887.

W isconsin held th e  T hirty-seventh  A nnual Convocation on Feb-
ruary  15, 1887, w ith S. H. Alban, G rand High Priest.

T he increase in  m em bership w ithin th is jurisd iction  has been fair. 
D ispensations for two new chapters were issued, and  a t  th is  convoca-
tion one of them  was chartered.

A C hapter during  the  year lost its  charter by  lire, w hereupon, as 
soon as aware of th e fact, the G rand High P riest ordered G rand
Secretary to issue at once a duplicate, and recom m ended a rem ission
of its  dues.

The G rand High P riest says, “ I  am satisfied th a t th e  order is fairly 
prosperous; and while the  aggregate am ount of work accomplished 
during the p ast year has not been very large, the  quality  has been 
good, and in the h ighest sense the order is progressing.”

Companion Norm an C. Daniel, W atertown, G rand High Priest.
Com panion Jo h n  W. Laflin, Milwaukee, G rand Secretary.
Com panion Wm. C. Swane presen ted  the rep o rt on correspondence, 

em bracing Alabama for 1885. From  it  we ex tract—

We have never heard  any stickler for in h eren t rights claim th a t a 
G rand M aster has the power to override the action of his G rand 
Lodge, either while in  session or betw een sessions.

N or do we know  any such.
If  our report is longer th an  your finances w arrant, we can b u t say 

th a t it  could be b u t little  curtailed to have given yon cam panions 
any idea of the  views of others. In  attem pting  to do justice to the 
“ till” of th e  G rand Chapter, we fear th a t we do in justice to th e  G rand 
C hapter itse lf and  to ourself.

K espectfully subm itted ,
P. J . PILLANS,

Committee.
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GRAND SEC RETA RY’S AN N U A L REPORT.

GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA,
In  account with D A N IE L  S A R Y E ,

G r a n d  S e c r e t a r y .
1886. CR.

Dec. 8. By Dues a t G rand C onvocation $ 351 25
8. By am ount of C ontingent F u n d   150 00

1887.
Feb. 5. By Dues from Livingston No. 20  $12 75
Ju n e  6. By Dues from W eogufka No. 104 ...............  25 50

By D ues from  Coosa No. 86   6 00— 44 25
By am ount received from C ertificates 15 00

T o ta l...........................................................................................  $ 560 50
1886. DR.

Dec. 24. To am o u n t paid  G rand T reasurer $351 25
1887.

Feb. 26. To am ount paid  W. D. Brown & Co . . .  94 90
To am ount paid  postage  5 00

M arch 3. To am ount paid  G. G. C hap ter............... 4 64
To am ount paid G rand T re asu re r 104 71—$ 560 50

DANIEL SAYRE,
G rand Secretary.
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GRAND T R E A S U R E R S  A N N U A L  REPORT.

W ILLIAM  H. D INGLE Y, Gband T eeastjkek,
In  account with G RAND  CH APTER.

1886. DR.
Deo. 4. To b a lan ce .....................  . . . . . '  $107 39

24. To received from G rand S ecre ta ry   351 23
1887.

Nov. 26. To received from G rand S ecretary   104; 71—$563 35
1886. CR.

Dec. 8. By Com. on Work, J . H. Jo b n s o n .. .36. .$  25 65 
By Com. on Work, M. J. G reen e . . .  .3 7 .. 16 00
By Com. on C orresp., P. J . Pillans. .3 8 .. 50 00
By G rand Sen tinel  .....................3 9 .. 10 00

24. By G rand Secretary .................................4 0 .. 150 00
By C ontingent F u n d ............................. 4 1 .. 150 00

1887.
Dec. 6. By b a la n ce     161 70—$563 35

W ILLIAM  H. DINGLEY,
G rand Treasurer.

R EPO R T ON FINANCE.

To the Most Excellent Grand Chapter of Alabama :
Your Comm ittee on F inance beg leave to rep o rt th a t they have 

carefully exam ined the accounts and vouchers of th e  R. Ex. G rand 
Secretary and R. Ex. G rand Treasurer, and find them correct.

The R Ex. G rand Secretary received during the year th e following
am ounts, v iz .:
For dues a t last Annual C onvocation  $351 25
For C ontingent F u n d   150 00
F or dues since last Convocation   44 25
F or C ertificates  15 00

T otal rece ip ts ............................................................. $ 560 50
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All of which has been paid  on proper ■vouchers sub-

m itted  to us as follows :
To G rand T reasurer   $455 96

P rin tin g    94 90
Postage, &a  5 00
G. G. C hap ter  4 64

T o ta l............................................................................. $ 560 50
At your last A nnual Convocation the K. Ex. G rand

Treasurer had on h a n d  $107 39
And has received from G rand Secretary   455 96

T o ta l.............................................................................  $ 563 35
Of th is am ount he has paid  to Comm ittee on W ork.S 41 65
Com mittee on C orrespondence  50 00
G rand Sentinel  10 00
G rand Secretary  150 00
C ontingent F u n d     150 00

$401 65
Leaving a balance o f   161 70
Add to th is dues at th is  Convocation  424 00

T o ta l............................................................................. $ 585 70
We recom m end th e  following appropriations :

To G rand Secretary  $200 00
Chairm an Comm ittee on C orrespondence  50 00
G rand Sentinel................................. ............................... 20 00
C ontingent F u n d  to G rand Secretary  150 00

Total appropria tion .......................................................... $ 420 00
Leaving a balance o f................................................ 165 70

$ 585 70
Fraternally  subm itted ,

BENJAMIN F. PO PE,
Chairm an.
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REPO R T OE COM MITTEE ON T H E H EA TH  OE 
P. G. H IG H  PR IE ST  P E L E G  BROW N.

There comes a tim e in the  life-page of every man when the line is 
drawn at th e  end of the work, the  colum ns are footed and the ac-
count is m ade up. T hen th e  page is closed for the last tim e, and 
m en say, “ He is dead.” On th e  21st of February , 1887, th a t tim e 
came for Com panion Peleg Brown.

I t  is easy to m ake up th is record for m ost m en; m easured by the 
flight of years, the colum ns may be long, b u t measured by the 
record of anticipations realized, of hopes fulfilled, of achievem ents 
rounded into perfect com pletion, the story is all too short, and the 
ability of the  w riter inadequate to do full justice.

Among th e  green clad hills of New York, a t New Berlin, Chenango 
county, Peleg Brow'n was born , D ecem ber 20th, 1806. He died in 
th e  same town on F ebruary  21st, 1887, 81 years old, most of his life 
hav irg  been spen t in Mobile. His masonic career commenced by 
his in itiation  in Howard Lodge No. 69, a t Mobile, on the 7th of June, 
1853. He was Passed on the 10th, and Kaised on the  14th of the 
same m onth. He was elected W orshipful M aster of h is lodge in 
1856 and 1857 ; was “ A dvanced” in Mobile R. A. Chapter No. 21,
M arch 2d, 1854, “  P assed ” the chair M arch 9th, and was “ A ccepted” 
and “ Exalted ” M arch 16th, 1854. He affiliated with Alabama R. A. 
Chapter No. 66, Ju n e  30th, 1858. He was elected H igh Priest of th a t 
C hapter in 1861-2-3-4-5, and again in  1870-1-2-3. At th e  consolida-
tion of the Alabama C hapter with Mobile C hapter No. 21, he again 
becam e a mem ber of the latter. He was elected G rand High P riest 
in 1867-8.

In  Lodge and C hapter he retained his m em bership continuously 
from the day he became a m em ber to the day of his death.

Our P ast G rand High P riest is gone. His earthly work and mis-
sion is ended—called from “  L ab o r” here to “ R efresh m en t” above, 
he has exchanged the toils and trials of earth  for the joys of Heaven. 
To him  a blissful change is w rought, b u t to us the event brings sor-
row and bereavem ent for our chosen and  loved leader, our revered 
Companion. We may no t despair, for we have hope in  his death
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th a t he lives again in  th e  paradise of God, and  th a t his example, so 
b righ t and  pure , sealed by his death, will by the grace of God, lead 
us to th e  same haven of peaceful rest. We thank  God for the  life 
and works of our deceased Past G rand High P riest, for his fame as a 
wise and accom plished F ree Mason, for h is good nam e and perfect 
example, w hether as a m ason or citizen ; it is therefore—

Resolved, T hat we will ever cherish w ith grateful recollection, the 
m asonic virtues, noble characteristics, and brilliant repu tation  and 
fam e of Companion Peleg Brown, as a legacy of priceless w orth to 
our fraternity , to our State and country , and  th a t as M asons we will 
endeavor to so em ulate his example as th a t its bright rays may light 
our pathw ay o! life and lead us to H eaven at last.

That we tender to the M asonic F ra tern ity  of Alabama our sym pa-
thy  in  th is our calam ity and affliction.

P. C. CANDIDUS, 
W ILLIAM  S. FOSTER, 
PALM ER J. PILLANS, 

Committee.
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NAM ES AN D  N U M B E R S OE C H A PTERS,
W ith the  num ber of M embers, am ount of Dues paid to th e  G rand 

C hapter, and  the num ber of those Advanced, Presided, Received 
and Acknowledged, E xalted, Affiliated, R ejected, and D im itted, 
since la st R eturn.

1
4
6

10
13
20
21
22
23
26
28
40
54
76
79
85
86 
87 
92 
96

100
101
104

N a m e s o f C h a p t e r s .

|No. of M
em

bers.

Amount of Dues.

Advanced 
.

Presided .............
IRec’d

and
Ack’d.

lExalted.............
Affiliated 

..........
Rejected..............
1 Dim

itted...............

Tuscaloosa.................................................... 99 $16 50
30
19

22 50
9 00

18 13 50 |
18 13 50
15 11 25 9
51 38 25 G 6 6 1 ft
40 34 50 5
19 14 25

U nion.............. ........  ............................. 90 15 00
Saint Jo h n s .................................................. 47

99
35 25 5 5 8 1 1 1
16 50

95 26 25 1
E ly to n .......................................................... •>n 15 00
H illabee......................................................... 35 25 00 10 10 10 10 1
G a s to n ....................................... ............... 90 15 00
Coosa............ ........................ ......................... 19 14 25
M oulton .................................................... 98 20 25 1 1 1 1
N o tasu lga............................................. 90 15 00 9 2 9 9 1
Daniel P r a t t ................................................ 15 11 25 ,3 3 3 3 2
Rock Mills................................................ 19 9 00
M ineral C ity ................................................ 31 23 25 9 9 9 0 2 1
Weogufka...................................................... 17 12 75
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AT REST.

“ A f t e b  L i f e ’s  f i t f u l f e v e r , THEY SL EE P W E L L .”

John  W. Cotton, Ju n e  24, 1887............... M onroe..................... No. 4
Hugh M. Finley , Oct. 4, 1886................... T uscum bia.............. . “  10
Peleg Brown, Feb. 21, 1887—80 years. . Mobile...................... . “  ‘21
John  P. McNeil, Oct. 11, 1887................. Mobile....... .............. . “  21
John  M. H oughton, Ju n e  17, 1887........ Talladega................. . “  23
H. H. Hamill, Oct. 8, 1887......................... Talladega................. “  23
J. R. G oldthwaite, Feb. 20,1887—63 y’rs T yrian ...................... . “  54
Isaac B. Nordgue, Sept. 20, 1887............ Coosa........................ . “  86
Benj. H. Reynolds, Oct. 4, 1887—50 y’r s . N o tasu lg a ............... . .  “  92
S. H. Burnham , Nov. 11, 1887 ............... M ineral C ity ........... . .  “  101

S U S P E N D E D  FO R NO N -PAY M ENT OF D U E S.

George A. K etchum , Mobile No. 21. 
Frederick H. W arren, M ontgomery No. ‘22. 
E dw ard E. Gouldm an, U nion No. 26.
H enry D. Green, Tyrian No. 54.
William D. Gilmore, Tyrian No. 54. 
Thom as H. S tout, T yrian  No. 54.
E m it W. Solomon, T yrian No. 54.
Felix J . H udson, Notasulga No. 92.
L. Speigner, Daniel P ra tt  No. 96.
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R E IN ST A T E D .

Jefferson Falkner, M ontgomery No. 22. 
B enjam in J. S itton, St. John  No. 28.
W illiam H. Jolly, T yrian No. 54.
G eorge M. Morrow, E lyton No. 76.
Joseph  W. Srygley, M oulton No. 87.
B iehard  B. P ickett, M oulton No. 87.
Thom as M oiterson, M oalton No. 87.
Jacob A. Dakeem inee, M oulton No. 87.
Edgar T. Simens, M oulton No. 87.
William E. M abry, M oulton No. 87.
Lee P. W hitten, M oulton No. 87.
Samuel N. Radford, M oulton No. 87. 
Satterw hite W. Shackelford, M oulton No. 87.

5
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EE C A PITU LA TIO N .

C hapters th a t m ade r e tu rn s ................................................................. 23
C hapters th a t paid D u es ................................................    23
C hapters th a t were rep re sen ted ......................................................... 19
N um ber of R epresentatives p re se n t.................................    32
M embers reported  a t th is Convocation............................................ 572
Dues received at th is Convocation.....................................................$124 00

WoKK OP THE Y e AK.

Advanced since last G rand Convocation..................................................  36
Presided since last G rand C onvocation.................................................. 36
Received and  Acknowledged since last G rand Convocation 36
E xalted  since last G rand C onvocation....................................................  35
Affiliated since last G rand C onvocation.................................................. 7
R ejected since last G rand Convocation ................................................ 3
D im itted since last G rand Convocation ................................................  15
Suspended U. M. C ........................................................................................ 0
Suspended N. P. D .............................  9
R e in s ta ted ..........................................................................................................  13
C hapters square upon th e  Books ............................................................. 23
N um ber of m em bers th a t died.................................    10



The memory of the good m an is blessed.

" --------------
S A C R E D

TO T H E  M E M O R Y OF

P E L E G  B R O W N ,
PAST GRAND HIGH PRIEST

— O F T H E —

G r a n d  C h a p t e r  o f  A l a b a m a .

D ied  F e b r u a r y  21st, 1 8 8 7 .
‐A ____________________________________________*
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M EMORANDA.

REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND CHAPTERS NEAR THE 
GRAND CHAPTER OF AT.ARAIYfA.

. Arkansas.Newell M. T horn ton , M. D. . Abbeville.............
W illiam D. W adsw orth ........ . M ontgomery
Joseph H. Johnson , M. D. . .T a lla d e g a ...........
D eW itt Clinton W hite ........... . Moulton .............
Benjam in F. Pope................... . G adsden ..............
Edw ard F. K in g ..................... . G ainesville.........
L ucky W. Jenk ins, M. D . .. .C am den...............
John  A. M cKinnon, M. D. . . Selm a......... ..........
Myles J . G reene, M. D ........ .O pelika.................
Jo h n  Gideon H arris ............... M ontgom ery. . . .

Palm er Job P illan s................. .M obile..................
W illiam S. F o s te r ................... . M obile................
Lucky W. Jenk ins, M. D . .. .C a m d en ..............
John  Snow ............................... . T uscaloosa.........
David C lopton ......................... . M ontgomery

John  W. B u sh ......................... .U niontow n.........
William C ochran ..................... . Tuscaloosa..........

Florida.
Georgia.
Illinois.
Indiana.
Iowa.

M assachusetts.
M innesota.
M ississippi.
Missouri.
Nebraska.
New Jersey.

Nova Scotia. 
Ohio.

Daniel Sayre................................M ontgomery . .  .Oregon.
William H enry Tancre.............H u n tsv ille ............ Quebec.
Jam es T ait B eck .......................C am d en ...............R hode Island.
-------------- —.......... ........................................................ South Carolina.
Samuel Thom pson .................B irm ingham . ...T en n esse e .
.............................................................................. ........... V erm ont.
Philip  C. C andidus..................M obile....................Virginia.
Noah A. Agee..........................  Perdue H ill....W ashington Territory.
  ................................... ........ ........... W isconsin.
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REPRESENTATIVES OP THE GRAND CHAPTER NEAR THE 
OTHER GRAND CHAPTERS.

W. VV. G arland........................... M orrilton .............Arkansas.
Isaac F. T om s........................... Godrich, O nt. . .Canada.
Charles W, H ancock.................W ashington . ..D is tric t of Columbia.
George H. H a llm a rk ................W arring ton .........Florida.
William Abram L ove...............A tlan ta..................Georgia.
Silas 0 . V aughan.......................D e K a lb ................Illinois.
Nicholas K. R uckle...................Ind ian ap o lis___ Indiana.
D owning B augh......................... M cGregor.............Iowa.
Albert D. M cConaughey Atchison.............. Kansas.
W illiam R y a n ....................  . . .  Louisville K entucky.
W illiam Robson..........................R abron’s.   Louisiana.
Joseph E. T y le r......................... B a ltim o re ........... M arj'land.
F rederick  G. W albridge.........Boston...................M assachusetts.
William F. D ickinson.............Redwood F alls. .M innesota.
R obert L . S aunders.................J a c k s o n ...............Mississippi.
Thom as E. G a rre tt................... Saint L o u is .........Missouri.
John  N. W estberg ............... .O m aha   . .Nebraska.
Frederick  G. W eise.................B ordentow n........ New Jersey.
Thom as S. K en an .....................R a le ig h ................North Carolina.
Samuel P o r te r ...........................Halifax.................. Nova Scotia.
William Sherer ......................... Brooklyn..............P. O. Box 2065 N. Y.
Charles S. O stranger...............C o lu m b u s Ohio.
Rocky P. E a rh a r t ................. Salem ................... Oregon.
Angus G ra n t ............................... M ontreal.............. Quebec.
Jo h n  P. S anborn .......................N ew port...............Rhode Island.
A ugustine T. S m ythe...............C h a rle s to n ......... South Carolina..
W illiam S. M atthew s.............. M em phis.............. Tennessee.
Ju s tin  W. T. W ashburn ..........M ontpelier. . . .  .V erm ont.
A lfred s . L e e .............................R ichm ond........... Virginia.
Edw ard L. In g ra h a m .. . . . . . .S e a tt le .................W ashington.
Alexander M. E vans................ M iddlew ay..........W est Nirginia.
W illiam G. Sw ain .....................M ilw aukee..........W isconsin.
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GRAND SEC R ETA R IE S AN D  T H E IR  A D D R ESS.

0. A labam a........................Daniel S ay re ............................Montgomery.
1 A rkansas...................... Jam es A. H enry ...................  L ittle  Rook.
2. California.................... Thom as H ubbard Caswell..  San Francisco.
3. C anada .................... .. David M cL ellan .. .............H am ilton, Ont.
4. Colorado......................E dw ard O«rroll Parm elee. .Pueblo.
5. C onnecticu t...............Joseph K. W heeler..................H artford.
6. D akota  Thom as J. W ilder ...............Casselton.
7. D istrict of Colum bia.Lew is Gnillman Stephens W ashington.
8. D elaw are...................... Jam es H. Price ....................W ilmington.
9. F lo rid a ........................ D eW itt Clinton Dawkins. .Jacksonville.

10. G eorgia........................Jam es E m m ett B lackshear.M acon.
11. Illinois. .....................G ilbert W. B arn ard .Chicago.
12. In d ia n a .........................John M. B ram w ell............... Indianapolis.
13. I o w a ............................. Alfred W ingate......................DesMoines.
14. K ansas.......................... Jo h n  M. Price   Atchison.
15. K entucky..................... Joseph  H. B rauham ............. Louisville.
16. Louisiana..................... Jas.C unningham  Batchelor.New Orleans.
17. M aine............................ I ra  B erry ..................................Portland.
18. M aryland..................... George L. McCahan  Baltim ore.
19. M assachusetts. . . . .  Alfred F. C h apm an .............. Boston.
20. M ich ig an .................... W illiam Pow er In n e s ........... G rand Rapids.
21. M in n eso ta ................. Azariah T. C. P ie rso n ........Saint Paul.
22. M ississippi. ...............John Logan P o w er.............. Jackson.
23. M issouri.......................W illiam H. Mayo ...................St. Louis.
24. Nebraska ...................W illiam R obert B ow en. . . .  Omaha.
25. N e v a d a .........................Chauncey N. N o tew are .. .  .Carson City.
26. New B runsw ick .......T hisbat R ob ertso n ............... St. John .
27. New H am p sh ire ... . George Perley Cleaves....... Concord.
28. New Je rse y ............... George B. E d w ard s............. Jersey  City.
29. New Y ork ...................C hristopher G. F o x ............. Buffalo.
30. N orth Carolina  D onald W. B a in .................... Raleigh.
31. Nova Scotia............... B enjam in C u rran ................. Halifax, D. C. L.
32. O hio ..............................E m m it V. R h o d es..................St. Paris.
33. O re g o n .........................Rocky Preston E a r h a r t . . . .Salem.
34. Pennsylvania...............Charles E . M eyer...................Philadelphia.
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35. Q uebec........................ .Joseph  M itchell................. .. M ontreal, b .1135
36. Rhode Is la n d . . . . . . . W illiam R  Greene .Providence
37. South Carolina . Jam es E. B u rk e ................. . .Charleston.
38. T e n n e sse e ................. .Jo h n Frizzle ..................... .Nashville.
39. T e x a s .......................... R obert Brew ster ............. . H ouston.
40. V erm ont..................... .W arren G. R eyno lds___ . Burlington.
41. V irginia....................... . William Bryan Isaacs . . . . .. R ichm ond.
42. W ashing ton............... Thom as M ilburne R e ad . . . Olympia.
43. W est V irginia ........ John  W. M orris................. . . W heeling.
44. W isconsin ............... .Jo h n  W. L aflin ................. .. Milwaukee.
45. U nited  S ta te s .......... . C hristopher G. Fox . . . . . . Buffalo, N. Y.
46. England and W ales. .F rederick  B inckes.......... . .L ondon, W. C.
47. Ire la n d ........................ .Sam uel B. O ldham ........... . .D ublin.
48. E ngland  and W ales. . A lbert G. G oodall............. . ,N . Y., 142 B’y.
49. Scotland...................... .W illiam  E d w ard s............... .. E d inburgh, S.H.




