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PROCEEDINGS.
The M. Ex. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State  

of Alabama held its Fifty-fifth Annual Grand Convoca-
tion, at the New Masonic Temple, in the City of M ont-
gomery, on Tuesday, the 6th day of December, A. D . 
5881, A. L. 5881, Anno Inv. 2411.

P R E S E N T :
LUCKY W A LK ER  JEN K IN S, Dep. a s .................. G rand H igh Priest.
MYLES JEFFER SO N  G R EEN E, a s .......................Deputy G. H  P riest.
W ILLIA M  STORY F O ST E R ......................................G rand  K ing.
W ILLIAM  D W IG H T WADSW ORTH..................... G rand  Scribe.
W ILLIAM  H ENRY  D IN G L EY ................... .............. G rand  T reasurer.
DA N IEL SA Y R E................. ............................................G rand Secretary.
W ILLIAM  WALLACE M cCOLLUM .......................G rand  C. of H.
D ANIEL SM ITH, as  .........................................G rand P. Sojourner.
G EORGE W ASHINGTON TAYLOR, a s ...............G rand R. A. 0.
N E W E L L MARION TH OR N TO N ...........................G rand M. of 3 V.
JAM ES TAIT B E C K .................................................... G rand  M. of 2 V.
THOMAS B IRD McCLESKEY, a s .......................... G rand  M. of 1 V.
JAM ES DAVIDSON....................................................... G rand  Sentinel.

PAST GRAND O FFIC ER S:
P E L E G  BROW N..............................................................G rand H igh  Priest.
HENRY  CLAY ARM STRONG...................................G rand  H igh P riest.
MYLES JE F F E R S O N  G R EE N E ................................G rand H igh  Priest.
JAM ES M cGINNIS B R U N D ID G E............................G rand  King.
PA LM ER  JOB P IL L A N S ............................................G rand Scribe.
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R EPR ESEN TA TIVES OF O TH ER  GRAND CHAPTERS N EAR T H E  
GRAND C H A PTER  OF ALABAMA.

N e w e l l  M. T h o r n t o n , M, D .......... A b b ev ille .......................... Arkansas.
W i l l ia m  D. W a d s w o r t h ................... M ontgom ery......................California.
J o s e p h  H. J o h n so n ,  M. D .................Talladega,.......................... Canada.

( Ind iana,
P e l e g  B k o w n ........................................ M obile...............................-I M issouri,

( Tennessee.
M y l e s  J . G e e e n e , M. D . .     Talladega,   Iowa.
J o h n  G. H a r r is ................................... L iv in g sto n ....................... Kansas.
P a l m e r  J . P i l l a n s .............................. M obile.................................L ouisiana.
W i l l ia m  S. F o s t e r .............................M obile................................. M aryland.
H e n r y  C l a y  A r m s t r o n g ................... N otasulga..........................Nova Scotia.
D a n ie l  S a y r e ....................................... M ontgom ery ......................Oregon.

And H igh Priests, Kings, Scribes, and Proxies, from 
Subordinate Chapters, as follows :
No. 1. T uskaloosa.....................66 5. E u n o m ia .........................66 20. L iv ingston ......................66 21. M obile..............................

66 22. M ontgom ery..................

66 23. T a llad eg a .......................
66 26. U nion...............................66 28. S aint J o h n s ...................66 34. H e rm o n .........................
66 38. D ecatur............................

“ 40. Cam den............................
66 44. Choctaw...........................
66 54. T roy ..................................
“ 64. C e n tra l..................... ......
66 66. A labam a..........................
66 73. G ordon ............................6 6 83. Bell...................................66 68. Coosa. '.............................
66 87. M o u lto n ..........................

C ochrane H. P .

George C. Gowdy*...................... K.
W illiam  S. F o s te r    H . P.
W illiam  W. Screw s...................... “
Archibald L. R. Thom pson  K.
E m ilK u lm a n ................................  S.
Joseph H . J o h n s o n . . .  H. P.

[ Myles J . G reene*......................... K.
Ju n ie  H arwood*  H. P.

. H. P.

t Jam es T. Beck* H. P.
•? Lucky W. Jen k ins* .................... K.
( Jo h n  R. B arrett* .......................... S.

B enjam in H. W arren .................  K.
j  John  R. Goldthw aite H. P.
| F le tcher J . C ow art* ......... K.

Thom as B. McCleskey...............  “
j Daniel Sm ith   H. P .
| P h ilip  C. C andidus.....................  K.

Newell M. T horn ton  H. P .
John R eeves.................................. “

D eW itt C. W h ite ..........................  “
Noble G. D eleshaw .....................  K,

^ P ro x ie s .
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No. 93. C olum bus. . .  
“ 96. Dauiel P ia tt.

R ichard  A. R am say * ... . .H .  P.

“  100. Rock Mills 
“ 104. W eogufka.

Llewelyn Spigener 
George W. T aylor. 
O liver P . Looney.. ( {

The M. Ex. Grand Boyal Arch Chapter was opened 
in Ample Eorm. 

The M. Ex. Grand H igh Priest delivered his Annual 
Address, and on motion it was referred to a special—

COMMITTEE ON GRAND HIGH PRIEST’S ADDRESS.

Palmer Job Pillans, Past Grand Scribe. 
Joseph Henry Johnson, of Talladega No. 23. 
P eleg Brown, Past Grand High Priest.

G BAND H IG H  P B IE S T ’S A N N U A L A D D B ESS.
Companions o f the Grand Chapter:

T he dispensation of Providence w hich has called me to assum e the 
Gavel, and  the grave responsib ilities a ttend ing  it, causes me extrem e em -
barrassm ent ; and the dread of my unfitness for them  makes me wish 
th a t th is  insign ia of au thority  had passed in to  abler hands. B ut since 
I  am  appointed  to so great an d  so unm erited  an honor, I  shall n o t evade 
any of those arduous duties or h igh responsib ilities w hich necessarily 
rest upon your presid ing  officer, b u t shall address m yself to  th e ir dis-
charge with whatever of ability  the great I  Am h ath  endowed me.

Companions, since it  is th rough  God’s in finite goodness th a t we are 
assem bled once m ore in  A nnual G rand Convocation, le t us, w ith  hearts 
filled with gratitude for the inestim able blessings which we have en-
joyed during  the past year, re tu rn  H im  hearty thanks for th u s perm it-
ting  us to  m eet together, to discharge those duties required  of us by 
th e  C onstitution  of th is  G rand Chapter ; to  perpetuate the harm ony, 
strengthen  the fraternal bonds, and prom ote, as best we may, the pros-
perity of our honored Craft,
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DEATH OE TH E GRAND H IG H  PR IE S T .

W hile I  rejoice a t m eeting  so m any fam iliar and esteemed C om pan-
ions, who are wont to  g ather here in  G rand Convocation, I  am grieved 
by  the absence from  our m idst of our lam ented M ost Excellent G rand  
H igh  P riest, J a m e s  H e r v e y  J o in e r , whom God has called to the eterna l 
G rand Convocation beyond the stars. We miss him , and  we have rea-
son to m ourn the loss of such as he.

Com panion Jo in er was a k ind, tru e , and  noble friend ; a zealous and 
valuable Mason ; and  a devoted and  consistent C hristian , whose useful-
ness was acknowledged, and  whose influence was felt in  every sphere of 
life to  w hich Providence called him. He was born in  th e  S tate of South  
Carolina, November 17th, 1819, and departed  th is  life a t his la te resi-
dence in  Talladega, Septem ber 6th, 1881, being  nearly  sixty-two years 
of age a t the tim e of h is death. F o r th irty  years he was a zealous Ma-
son, d u rin g  which tim e he filled every station  in  both  Lodge and  Chap-
ter, from  the hum blest m em ber to Most Excellent G rand H igh  P r ie s t ; 
from  which last position  he was removed by death ; having filled it for 
th ree years w ith m arked d ignity  and  ability , and a courtesy of m anner 
pecu liar to  him self. F o r m ore th an  forty years he was a faithful C hris-
tian , whose heart and energies were ever devoted to the service of h is 
M aster ; and I doubt n o t his was “ good work, and true work, such work
as will be received.’’ As a m an, he was clear and  wise of ju d g m e n t; firm 
in  h is convictions, am iable in  disposition, and  honored an d  respected 
by all whose good fortune it  was to know him .

I t  is m eet th a t th is  G rand C hapter should pay to th e  m em ory o f our 
deceased Com panion such  tr ib u te  of respect as i t  may deem m ost 
suitable.

NOTICE TO T H E  SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS.

As soon as I  was inform ed by the G rand Secretary of the d eath  of 
our Most Excellent G rand H igh Priest, I  assum ed the duties of that 
h igh  office, and  in structed  the G rand Secretary to  notify th e  subordi-
nate C hapters th roughout the Ju risd ic tio n  ; and  also the o ther G rand 
Chapters in  correspondenee with th is G rand  Body. At my request, 
Com panion Joseph H. Johnson, who is well know n to the family of the
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deceased, procured Com panion Jo in e r’s official record, w hich I  w ill now 
read to you. * * * * And a copy of w hich you will find appended 
to  th is  address.

D uring  the b rie f period  since I  assum ed th e  prerogatives o f M ost E x-
cellent G rand H igh Priest, noth ing of im portance has been subm itted
to me for my official decision. N ot having access to  the proceedings 
of any of our sister G rand  Chapters, X am  ignoran t as to w hat subjects 
may be engaging the a tten tion  of th e  C raft beyond our own Ju risd ic-
tion. I  am confident, however, th a t our able Com m ittee on F oreign 
Correspondence will fu rn ish  you, in  th e ir report, w ith  m uch valuable 
an d  useful inform ation.

TH E WORK.

I  would earnestly  recom m end th a t the Com m ittee on W ork have am -
p le tim e to exemplify all Ihe W ork and Lectures of our beautifu l R itual, 
th a t the R epresentatives of the subordinate Chapters m ay learn  them  
m ore thoroughly, and  become b etter qualified to confer the degrees, and 
m ake the w orking w ith in th e ir several Chapters m ore attractive to th e
mem bers.

I t is of v ita l im portance to th e success and prosperity of th e Chap-
ters, th a t they select fo r H igh  P rie st Com panions who not only can read 
and  expound the law, and can “ preside over the sons of lig h t,” b u t 
who, in  add ition  to the qualifications I  have m entioned, have the dispo-
sition  .and  leisure to  study and  perfect themselves in th e  W ork and 
Lectures.

W here the officers are efficient and  b rig h t in  the W ork and Lectures, 
th e  C hapter is p rospering  and  growing in  s tre n g th ; and  conversely, 
where th e  officers are unskilled in  th e ir work, the Com panions grow 
indifferent and apathetic, and  the actual m em bership rapidly  decreases.

PROSEEItOTJS,

I t  is w ith  pleasure th a t I  report th a t the in terests of Royal Arch Ma-
sonry, in  the m ain, have prospered in  our Jurisd ic tion .

DEATH OF TH E LATE PRESIDENT.

T he past year has not passed w ithout noted events to  im press its
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chronological im portance indelibly  upon our m inds. N ot alone does 
th is  G rand C hapter m ourn. T he voice of m ourning  has been heard  
th roughou t th is vast country—palaces and huts alike--because of the
sad and terrib le  death  of th e  P residen t of th is  g reat people. Never be-
fore has the great heart of th is people been touched by such feelings of 
k insh ip and common sym pathy. Sorrow has un ited  a m igh ty  nation  
in  the closest bonds of brotherhood. N or has th is  feeling of sym pathy 
been confined to th is  side of the grea t oceans. All the nations of the 
old world have been moved to express th e ir feelings of condolence. 
T his augers well for the civilization of o u r day. I t  ind icates the incep-
tion  of th a t golden ago of universal bro therhood  between m an an d  m an, 
p rophetically  alluded to by the Scottish bard  when he said,

“ I t ’s cornin’ yet, for a’ that,
T ha t man to m an the world o’er 
Shall b ro thers be, for a ’ th a t.”

I  thank  you, C om panions, for your k in d  attention , and  solicit your 
generous indulgence and assistance in  my efforts to perform  the respon-
sible duties th a t have devolved upon me d uring  th is  G rand Convoca-
tion.

L. W. JEN K IN S,
Acting G. H. P riest.

T he following is a copy of the official record of Jam es H. Jo iner, late 
G rand H igh  P riest of the G rand  Chapter of Alabama, for the cu rren t 
m asonic y e a r :

1. On the 4th day of April, 1881, I  com m issioned Silas O. V aughan 
as the R epresentative of the G rand C hapter of Alabama near the G rand 
C hapter of Illinois.

2. The G rand C hapter of Illino is appointed  our R. E. D eputy G rand 
High P riest, Com panion L ucky W. Jenk ins, as the R epresentative of 
th e  G rand C hapter of Illino is near the G rand C hapter of Alabama.

3. On the 13th of May I  forwarded a Comm ission to Companion E l-
b ert H. E nglish , as R epresentative of the G rand C hapter of Alabama 
near the G rand C hapter of Arkansas.

4. Companion Newell M. T horn ton  was appointed  R epresentative of 
th e  G rand C hapter of Arkansas near the G rand C hapter of Alabama.

5. On the 21st of Ju n e  I  g ranted  D ispensations to  Choctaw Chapter



No. 44 and Alabama Chapter No. 66, to elect officers a t a tim e o ther than
th a t prescribed by law.

6. On the 5th of Ju ly  I  granted D ispensations to Gaston C hapter 
Mo. 85 and Mobile C hapter No. 21, to elect officers a t some o ther tim e 
th an  th a t prescribed by law.

7. On th e  27th of Ju ly  I  granted  a D ispensation to Bell C hapter 
No. 83, to elect officers a t some o ther tim e than  that prescribed by law.

8. On the 11th of A ugust I  granted  a D ispensation to Notasulga 
C hapter No. 92, to elect officers a t some o ther th an  the tim e prescribed  
by law.

9. On the 11th of A ugust I  appointed  H enry W. Clark, Thom as J. 
Miles, and  N athaniel D. W right, a Commission to dispose of the F u r-
n itu re  and o ther p roperty  of P ine Level C hapter No. 75, to pay the 
debts of said C hapter which were properly vouched for ; w ith in stru c-
tions to report action to the G rand Secretary as soon as practicable.

REPORTS MADE.

The R. Ex. Grand Treasurer and the R. Ex. Grand 
Secretary made their Annual Reports, and they were - 
received and referred to the Committee on Finance.
(See Appendix.)

COMPANION FRIZZELL OF TENNESSEE.

Companion John Frizzell, R. Ex. Grand Secretary of 
the Grand Chapter of Tennessee, and P. G. E . P. of 
that Jurisdiction, and P. G. G. High Priest of the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the U ni-
ted States of America, being present, was introduced 
to the Grand H igh Priest, and through him to the mem-
bers of the Grand Chapter. Felicitous speeches were 
made on the occasion, and the distinguished companion 
was seated in the Grand East.

The Grand High Priest announced the following
STANDING COMMITTEES.

On C h a k t e k e d  C h a p t e r s  No. 1 .—W illiam  G. Cochrane, George C. 
Gowdy, Noble G. Deleshaw.

1 8 8 1 .] GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA. 9
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O n  C h a r t e r e d  C h a p t e r s  N o . 2 . — Newell M . T hornton, R ichard  A 
Ramsay, Oliver P . Loony.

On C h a r t e r e d  C h a p t e r s  No, 3.—Jam es T. Beck, W illiam  H. Tancre, 
Joh n  W. Jones.

On D is p e n s a t io n s . — W illiam  VV. McCollum, Jam es T. Norm an, B enja-
m in F . Pope.

On F in a n c e . —Daniel Sm ith, Joh n  Reeves, De W itt C. W hite.
On Bx- L a w s, S u s p e n s io n s , E x p u l s io n s  a nd  A p p e a l s . — W illiam  W. 

Screws, B enjam in H. W arren, P h ilip  C. Candidus.
On M a so n ic  J u r is p r u d e n c e . — Myles J .  Greene, P alm er J . P illaus, 

Jo h n  R. Goldthwaite.
O n W o r k .— H enry Clay Armstrong, Joseph H enry  Johnson, Lucky 

W alker Jenkins.

REPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE.

Companion Palmer J. Pillans presented his Report on 
Poreign Correspondence, and it was received, and ordered 
to be printed with the Proceedings.

REPORT ON THE M. M. DEGREE.

Companion Henry Clay Armstrong, from the Com-
mittee on Work, made report on the M. M. Degree, and 
the report was- received and concurred in. 

Companion Daniel Smith offered the following resolu-
tion, and it was adopted.

RESOLUTION AS TO PROFICIENCY REPEALED.

Resolved, T hat the recom m endation of the Com m ittee on Masoriic 
Jurisp rudence of the A nnual Convocation of the G rand C hapter in  
1868, as published iu the “ G rand C hapter Code.” page 53, which re-
quires C andidates for advancem ent to be exam ined “ as to their profi-
ciency in  each degree,” be, and the sam e is  hereby, repealed.

And then the Grand Chapter was called from labor 
to refreshment until to-morrow morning at 8J o’clock.



1 8 8 1 .] GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA. 1 1

IN GRAND CHAPTER.
W e d n e s d a y  M o r n i n g ,  December 7, 1881.

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to 
labor at 8 |  o’clock; the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, 
Lucky W. Jenkins, presiding ; the other Grand Officers 
at their several stations.

The minutes were read and approved.
Companion Joseph H . Johnson, from the Committee 

on the address of the Grand High Priest, made the fol-
lowing report, and the report was received and concurred 
in.

RE PO R T  ON GRAND H IG H  P R IE ST ’S ADDRESS.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter o f Alabama:
T he C om m ittee to  whom was referred the address of the M. Ex. G rand 

H igh  P rie st begs leave to report :
T h a t after a very careful perusal of the same they unite with him  in 

the expression of the h igh encom ium s upon the life and character of 
our lam ented G rand  H igh P riest, Jam es Hervey Joiner, and express 
b u t the feelings of the en tire  G rand Chapter, when they say th a t h is 
was no ord inary  character, b u t full of wisdom, and  kindness, an d  rev-
erence, yet always self re lian t and extrem ely and  conscienitously just. 
Pew am ong ns will be able, when the dread judge shall appear, to  p re-
sent a fairer record. “ To the ju s t and  upright, death hath  no te rro rs.” 
We m ourn for, and  w ith, h is stricken family, and tender to them  our 
en tire and uubouuded sym pathy. He was a loving husband, a k ind  
father, and  faithful friend. We recom m end th a t a m em orial page be 
set ap art in  the p rin ted proceedings, th a t “ h is  memory may be put 
upon  perpetual record ,” and  th a t in  token of our unfeigned grief the 
G rand C hapter H all be draped in m ourning.
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T he Committee are satisfied th a t the dispensations g ranted  by  the 
G rand H igh  Priest, were so g ranted  because the M. Ex. G. H. P riest 
was satisfied th a t the cause of C apitular m asonry was to  be subserved 
thereby, and  recom m end their approval.

The Com m ittee would also recom m end the approval of the appoint-
m ent of representatives nam ed and suggest th a t the h ou r of twelve 
be set ap a rt for the reception  of those appointed  by o ther jurisd ictions.

The Com m ittee recom m end to the G rand C hapter the approval of the 
com m ittee appointed to take possession and dispose of the effects of
P in e  Level C hapter.

T he Com m ittee are unw illing  to close w ithout congratu lating  our R. 
Ex. D. G. H. P riest, who was so suddenly  called upon to assum e the re-
sponsib ility  of the office of M. Ex. G. H. P riest, upon the felicitous 
m anner in  which he has discharged the duties of the office, and  in  
com m on w ith the entire people of these U nited  States and the civilized 
world, th is  G rand Chapter deeply deplores the untim ely  tak ing  off of 
the Chief of th is  great people, and  express th e ir ind ignation  a t the 
enorm ity of the crim e. All of which is fraternally, subm itted.

P . J . PILLANS,
P E L E G  BROWN,
JO SE PH  H. JOHNSON, 

Comm ittee.

Companion Henry Clay Armstrong offered the follow-
ing resolution, and it was adopted :

NOTASULGA NO. 92.

Resolved, T hat Notasulga Chapter No. 92 be allowed n inety  days in  
which to m ake re tu rns and pay dues.

Companion James T. Beck, from the Committee on 
Chartered Chapters No. 3, made the following report,
and the report was received and concurred in :

RE PO R T  ON CH A RTERED CHAPTERS NO. 3.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alabama:
Your Com m ittee on C hartered Chapters No. 3, beg leave to report th a t 

they have carefully examined the re tu rn s  subm itted  to them , and  find 
the following
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COBKECT:

G ordo n .. 
G aston . 
Moulton.

No. 75 Rock M ills. 
“  85 Cross P lains

No. 100 
“ 102

“  87
INCOKBECT :

B e l l  N o. 86.—Name n o t indorsed on the back, date A. Inv. not filled 
out.

C oosa  N o. 86.—D ate A. L. n o t filled out.
C o l u m b u s N o . 9 3 .— R ecapitu lation n o t filled up w ith the num ber of

m em bers in  good standing.
D a n ie l P k a t t N o. 96.—H e a d i n g e r r o n e o u s i n s t a t i n g t h a t t h e y e a r

c o m m e n c e s i n 1881 a n d e n d s i n 1881, A. I n v . n o t f i l le d o u t , n e a r l y a l l
t h e  n a m e s  a b b r e v ia te d .

W eo g u ek a  No. 1 0 4 .—Date of Advancing 3 candidates not given, and  
date of P resid ing  2 not given, nam e of 1 Affiliated not pu t down in  the 
lis t of mem bers, consequently due th e G rand C hapter 75 cents ; date of
sealing the R eturns altered from November to December, which is
wrong, as the C hapter M asonic year ends on the first M onday in  No-
vember.

Companion Daniel Smith, from the Committee on F i-
nance, made report, and the report was received and 
concurred in. (See Appendix.)

The Grand Chapter proceeded to the election of 
Grand Officers for the ensuing year, Companions Junie 
Harwood and John R. Barrett acting as tellers, and the 
election resulted as follow s:

W i l l ia m  D w ig h t  W a d sw o b t h  M ontgomery.. .G rand  King.

JAM ES T. BECK, Chairm an.

E LE C T ED  GRAND OFFICERS.

L u ck y  W a l k e b  J e n k in s . 
W i l l a m S t o by F o s t e e . .

Cam den........... G rand H igh P riest.
M obile..............D eputy G. H. P riest.

J o h n R a n d a l l G o l d t h w a i t e . .
W i l l ia m  H en b y  D in g l e y ............
D a n ie l  S a y b e  ...........................
L ebo y  R i l e y  S im m s  (R ev.)—  
W i l l ia m  W a l l a c e  M c C o l l u m ,

Troy....................G rand Scribe.
.M ontgom ery ...G rand  Treasurer. 
M ontgom ery.. .G rand  Secretary.
. Abbeville G rand Chaplain.
. Selma . . . . . . . .G ran d  C. of H.
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And the Grand High Priest elect announced the fol-
lowing—

APPO INTED  GRAND O FFIC ER S :

D a n ie l  S m i t h ........................................ Mobile................G rand P. Sojourner.
G e o r g e  W a sh in g t o n  T a y l o k ...........Rock M ills G rand R. A. Captain.
R ic h a k d Asbu k y  R a m sey ...................N ewton G rand M. 3 V .
J a m es  T a i t  B e c k  ................................C am d en  G rand M. 2 V .
W i l l ia m  G i l b e r t  C o ch r a n e   T uskaloosa.. .  .G rand  M. 1 V.
J a m e s  D a v id so n .................................... M ontgomery.. .G rand  Sentinel.

RECEPTION OF GRAND REPRESENTATIVES.

The hour of 12 o’clock having arrived, the time ap-
pointed for the reception of Eepresentatives of other
Grand Chapters, commissioned since the last Annual
Convocation, v iz :

Newell M. Thornton, of Abbeville, for Arkansas, 
William D. Wadsworth, of Montgomery, for California, 
Lucky W. Jenkins, of Camden, for Illinois,

were presented to the presiding officer, and cordially
received and welcomed as the Eepresentatives of the
several Grand Chapters by which they were commis-
sioned near the Grand Chapter of Alabama.

Companion W illiam G. Cochrane, from the Commit-
tee on Chartered Chapters No. 1, made the following
report, and the report was received and concurred in :

R E PO R T  ON C H ARTERED CH A PTERS NO. 1.

To the M. Me. Grand Chapter o f Alabama :
Your Com m ittee on C hartered Chapters No. 1, beg leave to  report, 

th a t they have carefully exam ined the re tu rns subm itted  to them , and 
find the following
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C O RRECT:

Tuskaloosa.
Gainesville.
L ivingston.

No. X Montgomery. 
“  13 Talladega . . .  
“  20 E n fa u la ........

No. 22 
“  23 
“  24

IN C O R R EC T:

E u n o m ia  N o. 5 .—R ecapitu lation  not filled out, in itia ls  and abbrevia-
tions used.

C y r u s  N o. 6.—A mere list of members, and the signatures of the 
officers.

M o b i l e  N o . 21.—R ecapitu lation  no t filled out.
All o f w hich is fraternally  subm itted .

Companion N ew ell M. Thornton, from the Committee 
on Chartered Chapters No. 2, made the following report, 
and the report was received and concurred in :

R E PO R T  ON CH A RTERED CHAPTERS NO. 2.

To the M. E x . Grand Chapter o f Alabama:
Your Com m ittee on Chartered Chapters No. 2 beg leave to  report, th a t 

having carefully exam ined the R eturns subm itted  to  them , they find 
the following

U n ion N o. 26.—R ecapitu la tion  n o t filled out, certification im properly 
dated—1880 instead of 1881 .

H e r m on N o. 3 4 .—Name n o t indorsed on the back, n e ith e r year nor 
D ues indorsed on the back, R ecapitu lation not filled out, C aption of
R eturns no t filled out, T able of Dues n o t filled out, and  w hat is filled 
out is erroneous.

D e c a t u r  N o. 3 8 .— Names of a ll upon whom Degrees have been co n -
ferred  repeated  under all the Heads, con trary  to  instructions.

C hoc t aw  N o. 4 4 .— D a te  o n  b a c k  o f  R e tu r n s  n o t  filled o u t , A. In v .

W ILLIAM  G. COCHRANE, 
GEORGE C. GOWDY,
NOBLE G. DELESHAW ,

Comm ittee.

S aint Johns. 
C am d en .. . .

c o r r e c t :

No. 28 I C en tra l.. 
“  40 j Alabama.

No. 64
“  66

in c o r r e c t :
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im properly filled o a t—2481 instead  of 2411. (Anno In veu tion is is  the 
comm on E ra  1881 increased by 530=2411.)

T y r ia n  No. 54 —Seal nearly  illegible,, A. Inv. no t filled out.
L a n d m a r k  No. 7 1  D ate of certification n o t filled out, one nam e a b -

breviated.
All of w hich is fraternally  subm itted .

NEW ELL M. THORNTON,
Chairm an.

REPORT ON THE R. A. DEGREE.

Companion Henry Clay Armstrong, Chairman of the 
Committee on Work, made report on the Royal Arch 
Degree, and the report was received and concurred in. 
And then the further report of the Committee was dis-
pensed with.

INSTALLATION.

The Grand Officers, elect and appointed, were installed
by P. G. H. P. Henry Clay Armstrong, being presented
by P. G. H. P. Myles J. Greene.

Companion W illiam S. Poster, Deputy Grand High 
Priest, offered the following resolution, and it was 
adopted :

GRAND H IG H P R IE S T JEW E L .

Resolved, T hat a Com m ittee of three be appointed  to p rocure a suitable 
testim onial to present to the fam ily of the late M. E x. G rand H igh 
P riest, C om panion Jam es Hervey Joiner.

(And the Committee was appointed, consisting of Com-
panions Dingley, Sayre, and Johnson.)

Companion Henry Clay Armstrong offered die follow-
ing resolution, and it was adopted :

CYRUS NO. 6.

Resolved, T h a t Cyrus C hapter No. 6 be allowed ninety  days in  which 
to  m ake re tu rns and pay dues.



The following were announced as the usual Standing
Committees of the Grand Chapter;

ON WORK.
H enry  Ciay A rm strong ..........................  ..............................Montgomery.
Joseph  H enry  Johnson , M. D ................................................ Talladega.
L ucky W alker Jen k ins, M. D ................................................ Camden.

CUSTODIAN OF T H E  WORK.
Lucky  W alker Jenkins, virtute officii....................................Camden.

MASONIC JU R ISPR U D EN C E.
Myles Jefferson Greene, M. D ................................................ Talladega.
P alm er Job  P illa n s ..............................................  Mobile.
J o h n  R andall G olthw aite......................................................... Troy.

FO R E IG N  CORRESPONDENCE.
P alm er Job  P illan s...................................................................... Mobile.
T hom as B ird  M cCleskey..........................................................Montevallo.
Jam es Talm edge N orm an.........................................................U nion  Springs.
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MINUTES READ.

And there being no further business to be brought 
before the Grand Chapter at this Grand Annual Convo-
cation, the minutes were read and approved.

CLOSED.

And then, the Most Excellent Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the State of Alabama was closed in A m p l e  
F orm, at 15 minutes past 12 o’clock, P. M.

D A N IE L  SAYRE,
Grand Secretary.





A P P E N D I X





REPO RT ON FO REIG N CORRESPONDENCE.

To the M. K  0. Chapter o f Alabama:
O ur Com panions o f Alabama have reeently been called upon to m ourn 

as R achael because of the death  o f our M. E . G. H. P . Jam es Hervey 
Join er, who was “ cu t off in  th e  m idst of usefulness" and  whom they 
had  learned to love. F o r he was a sterling  character, fu ll of energy, 
ability , honesty, conscientiousness and  m oral fearlessness—and  they 
tru s t th a t he has only  gone to receive the rew ard consequent upon  a 
well spent life.

Yet though  we mourn, the duties of the hour press upon  us, and we 
will attem pt, Com panions, to lay before you what is  doing in  other 
ju risd ic tions, w hich we may th in k  w orthy of note, o r of such character 
as would probably be in teresting to you. And first comes

ARKANSAS,

W hose T h irty -F irs t A nnual Convocation was held  on 19th day o f 
November, 1880, p resided over by  the M. E . G. H. P . M. M. M cGuire 
and  w ith representatives from 18 Chapters.

T he G. H . P rie st’s address was eloquent when delineating  the true
character of Masonry, and contrasting  its  long duration  w ith the m any 
ephem eral societies w hich spring  up, flourish and  disappear.

T he larger p art of his address is devoted to a considerationof the
C ryptic degrees an d the probable fu ture of those m ade u nder the com-
b ination  process, and inclines to  the belief th a t Arkansas had b etter 
take the back track  thereon.

T he G. C hapter of Quebec obtained fraternal recognition.
No report on Correspondence.
Com panion George T hornburgh  was elected M. E . G. H. P riest, and 

Com panion L. E . B arber G rand Secretary.

CALIFORNIA, 1881,

Comes next on our list w ith the report of the proceedings of its Twenty- 
Seventh-Annual Convocation, held  April 12th, 1881. At th is  M. E .
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Com panion G. H. P. Wiley Jam es T in n in  presided, w ith representa-
tives from  42 subordinate Chapters.

From  the G. H . P riest’s address, we learn  th a t C apitular M asonry is  
growing stronger and  quite flourishing. Yet the G. H. P . finds th a t 
am ong some of the Chapters th ere  is  a disposition to  great extrava-
gance in  their expenditures for buildings, outfit, &c., and  th a t to  accom-
plish  |these, large debts are incurred , and  invokes the considera-
tion  of the G rand Chapter to devise some m eans of preven ting  th is. 
No M asonic body should incur debt. W henever i t  shall, d isturbances 
result, and general indifference consequent thereon. He also finds th a t 
many of the H. Priests and Chapters are, th rough inadvertence, v io-
la ting  the provisions of the C onstitution  w hich provides th a t no 
applicant shall receive the E. A. Degree un til he shall have selected and 
recorded h is mark.

T he address is such an  one as would likely em anate from one who 
desired conscientiously to  discharge h is whole duty to the Craft. Yet 
we can hardly th in k  th a t the proposition to  have the G rand C hapter 
pay all the expenses of its  delegates would be productive of g reat good, 
when the largely increased annual assessm ent upon the Chapters is 
considered. F or we find upon an exam ination of the T reasurer’s report 
th a t the probable excess of receipts over expenditures for the year will 
only be some five hundred  dollars. The invested capital is good and 
th e  report of the Committee on F inance shows th a t the p receding year’s 
expenditures had exceeded the revenue by near $21).

In  fu ture no ch arter will issue to  a C hapter unless i t  shall be able to 
show th a t i t  is w ithout debt.

Comp. H enry  Sayre Orme was elected M. E . G. H . P. and Comp. 
Thom as H ubbard  Casw'ell G. Secretary.

The report on C orrespondence is  as usual m ade by the G rand Secretary 
Comp. Caswell, and in i t we do not find Alabama, the proceedings not
being in  tim e for the review.

We so entirely  concur in  his views on the sub ject of cheap Masonry, 
th a t we copy them  and  indorse them 'as  our own. U nder Arkansas he 
says “cheap Masonry is likely to prove a very poor article, and to fade 
sadly in  w ash in g ; and  when M asonry cannot stand  upon its  iunda- 
m ental principles, w ithout being propped up  by the many expedients 
resorted to to r success by the thousand and  one organizations of the 
day, such as low fees, endowm ent funds, m utual provident associations, 
and life insurance companies, we say, le t i t  fall and  be buried  in  the 
dust of its an tiqu ity .”

In  noticing  the proceedings of the G. Lodge of M ark M aster Masons 
o f E ngland and Wales, he m entions th a t he finds th a t there were issued
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d uring  the year 167 certificates for “ Royal Ark M ariners,” and says, 
“ We have b u t little  knowledge of th is  degree in  America, bu t if  we are 
n o t m istaken, i t  was in stitu ted  by Noah d uring  bis forty days’ voyage 
of discovery, and  for the purpose of relieving the ennui occasioned by a 
close confinem ent to  his cabin during  the prevalence o f a heavy shower. 
I f  we are in  erro r Bro. B inckes will please set us righ t, and we will 
extend the olive branch.”

We find everywhere th roughou t the repo rt our Com panion advocates, 
w ith great force, the rig h t of an  officer of a C hapter of whatever grade, 
a t any time, either to resign or to  d im it, and  h is argum ents are strong 
indeed. The reverse of th is proposition is  held  in  th is ju risd ic tion , 
and  we know of no such event having occurred which should  have p u t 
us to  th ink ing  upon th is subject. So th a t we state the bare fact w ithout 
com m ent or indorsem ent.

The report also shows the w riter’s great hostility  to the “  men/ement” 
of the C ryptic w ith th e  C apitular Degrees. T his question no longer 
agitates th is ju risd ic tion , b u t may be considered settled since our G. 
Council approved the form ation of the G. G. Council and  became a 
co n stitu en t p art thereof, b u t we fear th a t it  will take more than this 
sim ple act to  revive the carcasses of dead Councils. W ould th a t i t  
were otherwise.

The report is  an  exceedingly in teresting  one and  lengthy, covering 
no less than  135 pages closely prin ted. And if  our considerations of 
ju stice to the finances of our G. Chapter had allowed, we would have
m ade copious extracts from it.

COLORADO.

T he Sixth Annual Convocation of th is G. Chapter was held on 25th 
Sept., 1880, Comp. Joh n  R. Ham bel, M. E . G. H . P ., in  the east, and 
representatives from eight subordinate Chapters present.

The address of the G. H. P . assures us th a t “ peace, harm ony and 
prosperity  prevail ” am ong the Graft. The address relates alm ost en-
tirely  to m atters of local interest. By it  the a ttention  of the G. C hapter 
is called to the address of the G. H. P . of M issouri in  relation to Com p. 
B yers’ report on Correspondence wherein he in troduced a clandestine 
G. C. of negroes in M issouri to our consideration, and with th is was
subm itted a le tter from Comp. Byers, w hich were referred to a com m it-
tee of three, who reported  as follows :
To the Grand Boyal Arch Chapter o f Colorado:

We, the Special Com m ittee to whom was referred th a t portion of the
G rand H igh P riest’s address re lating  to th a t p art of Comp. Byers’ report 
on African G rand R. A. Chapter of M issouri in  annual report of 1878,
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would respectfully report th a t we have read Oomp. Byers’ report, and  
the criticism s of the G rand H igh P riest of M issouri, w herein he sug-
gests th a t the comm ission of Comp. Byers be revoked; also the report
of the com m ittee indorsing  said suggestion; and  while we acknowledge 
w ith  sorrow th a t the G rand C hapter of M issouri was justified  in  th a t 
action, we would plead for Comp. Byers that no in su lt was intended, 
and th a t he, as well as th is G rand  Chapter, do disown any recognition 
of African M asonry; and  th a t we would fu rther recom m end th a t th a t 
p ortion  of Comp. Byers’ correspondence relating  to  African M asonry be 
expunged from the records.

R espectfully subm itted .
T he finances of th is  G rand C hapter appear to  be in  a healthy  condi-

tion, w ith a cash balance of over th irteen hundred dollars on hand.
There are now ten Chapters w ith a m em bership of 462.
Comp. John  8. T itcom b was elected G. H. P . and  Comp. E d . C. 

Parm elee G Secretary.
Comp. W. W. W oodbury m ade a very condensed report on Correspon-

dence, and  in  his notice of Alabama gives our G. H. P . as Jam es H. 
Jones. Read the proof, Com panion.

CONNECTICUT.

T he proceedings of th is  G rand  Chapter, which were in  ou r hands 
before the close of the m onth  in  which its  G rand Convocation was held , 
having been m islaid, caused us to  leave it  out of our repo rt when pre-
sented, b u t we hope to  have it  in  in  tim e for the p rin te r. Its  E ighty- 
T h ird  Convocation was held on 10th May, 1881, w ith  Comp. D w ight 
Phelps, M. E. G. H. Priest, and  representatives from  37 subordinates 
present. T he address announces th a t harm ony prevails and  th a t the 
Com panions had  w ith one accord  loyally devoted tnemselves to  p ro -
m oting the prospering  of the Royal C raft.” I t  in  o ther respects is  of 
local in terest only.

At th is Convocation a per capita tax of 20 cents was levied on the 
Chapters.

T he Com m ittee on Grievance in  reporting  on an appeal o f som e of its 
m em bers who could no t obtain  d im its, m ake the following rem arks. 
These will apply in  o ther ju risd ic tions and should  be well pondered by 
every m em ber of every G rand C hapter:

The condition of th is  C hapter is a com m entary on th e  haste w ith  
w hich charters have been g ran ted  during  the h istory  of th is  grand body 
in fields where it was apparen t to the m ost casual observer th a t a
C hapter could live and  th rive for a few years only, ending in d iscredit 
an d dishonor to  o u r in stitu tion .

Comp. Chas. W . Skiff was elected M. E . G. H. P ., while Oomp. J o s . 
K . W heeler was con tinued  G. Secretary .
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Comp. John  H. Barlow m ade the report on Correspondence, b u t we 
fail to find the proceedings of Alabama am ong them . U nder Illino is 
he evidently th in k s th a t the 6 . H. P riest possesses all the powers and 
prerogatives of the H. P riest o f a C hapter or th e  M aster of a Lodge. 
From  these sen tim ents we are inclined to  dissent, for we look upon any  
of these grand  bodies as only legislative and  in  th e ir deliberations to 
be governed by such rules as are found to be efficient in  o ther sim ilar 
bodies.

We find him  saying upon the subject of the organization of the G. 
G rand Council: “ I t  becomes us to guard  against any confusion or
dissensions am ong Com panions, which, in  some ju risd ic tio ns, we fear, 
m ay resu lt therefrom . ”

The report fully  conveys the m anner of thought in  o ther ju risd ic tio ns 
by copious extracts. H is com m ents are few, but always jud icious and 
courteous, and  usually  sound.

DELAW ARE.

The T h irteen th  A nnual Convocation of the G rand C hapter of th is  
State was held on 19th day of January , 1881. Comp. Jo h n  W. Lawson, 
G. H  P riest, and representatives from six subordinates.

The G. H. P riest reports “ th a t there is bu t little  life in  Royal Arch 
M asonry.” “O ur m embers have not increased,” but from th is  he makes 
an excellent deduction : “ Do we live and act such lives as our in stitu -
tion  teaches. I  th in k  n o t.” He com plains of levity in  conferring  the 
fifth and seventh degrees, and  hopes th a t a little consideration will 
enable us “ to do all th in g s decently and in  o rder.”

Balance in  hands of T reasurer, $7.99.
Comp. Lawson was again  elected G. H . P . and Comp. H. B. M cln tire

G. Secretary.
T here are six C hapters in  th is ju risd ic tion  with a m em bership of 326.
Comp, Win. G. W. Lewis made the report on Correspondence, review-

ing  the proceedings of 35 G rand Chapters and the G. G. Chapter. 
U nder C alifornia he well meets the sarcasm  of Comp. Caswell, who 
draws a com parison between the large products of his State and what, 
he th inks, m ust be sm all in  so sm all a State as Delaware. We th ink  
our Delaware Com panion has him :

We wish Companion Budd were here w ith h is facile pen to reply to 
th is  boast. B ut as he is not we let it  go, only repeating the now well- 
known invitation, for our peaches are luscious beyond com parison; our 
oysters—you ought to see Com panion B udd s it down to a dish of fried ! 
Our fish are the shad you cannot surpass in  delicacy and flavor; our 
straw berries—language fails to  describe th e ir sweetness and  arom a;
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our houses are hom es—not hotels, even though the la tte r be Palaces; 
our hearts are large euongh to take in  the Masonic world, and our 
expectations are only bounded by the possible; 55 C hapters, 2,904 
m em bers.

He th inks th a t m em bership in  the C hapter should cease w ith non-
affiliation w ith a Lodge and  curtly  thus expresses h is  views: “ The
•Lodge and  Chapter are two d istinct bodies, as arithm etic and  algebra 
are two d istinct studies. Yet i t  would puzzle the algebraist to pursue 
h is studies w ithout h is arithm etic .”

DISTRIC T OF COLUMBIA.

The Sem i-Annual Convocation of th is G rand  Chapter was held on 9th 
June, 1880.

M. E . G. H . P rie st M. T rim ble presided over its deliberations, all the 
C hapters of the ju risd ic tion  being represen ted; and  the Fourteenth  
A nnual Convocation on 8th December, 1880.

T he G. H. P. rejoices w ith h is Com panions “ at the apparen t evi-
dences of continued prosperity” in  th a t ju risd iction.

The address is devoted to such m atters as are of in terest only to those 
of the D istrict, bu t in  the conclusion the G. H. P riest says : “ To h im  
who will be thus honored by your confidence (his successor) I  have th is 
to  say, th a t in  the early m orn ing  of h is career as G rand H igh P riest he 
will find the atm osphere of Royal Arch M asonry in  th is  ju risd ic tion  
clear, brigh t, fresh and  invigorating , and full of health  and prosperity .”

The C om m ittee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the decision 
of the M. E. G. H. P rie st of 1878, on the F rye case, to which we drew 
your atten tion  in  1879, in  their repo rt en tire ly  coincides with our then 
expressed views, th a t although  the C hapter dism issed Com panion F rye
for non-paym ent of dues, th e ir im m ediate rem ission of those dues 
restored h im  to m em bership.

We find in  these proceedings th a t an  appropriation  of $10 was made 
“ to pay fo r  copying the ritual o f the G rand  C hapter.’’ The italics are 
ours.

Com pauion J . H. Jochum was m ade G. H. P riest, and Com panion
Hancock continued G rand Secretary.

C om panion L arn e r comes forward again  with the report on corres-
pondence, in  which Alabama comes in  for all due consideration. He 
m odestly suggests to us th a t the only way to bring  about uniform ity  in  
the work, is by the em ploym ent of a G rand L ecturer ; at the same tim e 
th in k in g  a C om m ittee on W ork very proper as custodians thereof.

He entirely  coincides w ith the views enunciated  by our G rand Chap-
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te r, in  the resolutions requ iring  the actual presence of the ch arter when 
a C hapter is  opened or a t work, and approves of them.

He is a bold and able opponent everywhere of the position that one 
dropped from  the roll is yet a worthy Com panion. H e insists, with 
great force, th a t th e  officers appointed by the H igh P rie st can be re-
moved at the pleasure of the H  P. We th ink  th is differs from the cus- . 
tom  or received opinion of th is  ju risd ic tion , though  we are n o t aware 
th a t the question has ever been raised here.

T his  is indeed a m ost valuable an d  in teresting  report, and  it  has 
sorely tem pted  us to  c lip , b u t circum stances adm onish us to  abstain.

ENGLAND AND WALES.

The twenty-fifth G rand  A nnual C om m unication of the G rnd  Lodge 
of the M. M. M. of E ng land  and  W ales was held on the 31st of May, 
1881, being presided over by M. W. B ro ther l i t. Hon. the E arl of L a-
tham , G. M. M. M.

At th is C om m unication B rother Lord H enniker was installed  M. W. 
G. M. M. M. Several persons d istinguished for th e ir services in  the 
O rder were invested with the rank  of P . G. M., Overseer, and other offi-
ces, and on H is Royal H ighness P rince Leopold, D uke o f Albany, was 
conferred the rank  of P . G. M. of the Mark Degree.

A num ber of new lodges were organized during the year, and  the 
increase of m em bership was very gratify ing . The finances are abun-
d an t in  each of the several departm ents in to  which it  is  d iv ided—Gen-
eral F und , B enevolent F und , and E ducational F und .

FLORIDA.

The T hirty -F ifth  G rand  A nnual Convocation of th is  G rand Chap-
ter was held on the 18th January , 1881, M. E. Comp. R obert J .  Perry ,
G. II. P riest, p resid ing, with representatives from  seven C hapters 
present,

“ The best illustrations of the p rinciples of m asonry ,” said the G.
H. P ., “ are the lives and conduct of good masons, of such as may
claim prom inence in society, by exhibiting in th e ir actions and beha-
vior the calm in trep id ity  of fo rtitude; the cool and  deliberate decis-
ion of ju stice; the serene and regulated d isposition  of tem perance; th e
steady wisdom and  sagacious fore-sight of prudence, w ith  the open, 
undisguised  and generous soul of ch a rity .”

He is r i g h t : for as the tree, “ by th e ir fru its shall ye kuow th em .” 
He well says:

W hatever may have been our endeavors in  th e  days that are gone;
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whatever may have been o ar earnest efforts for the am elioration of the 
distresses or sorrows or m isfortunes of the faUhfid or p rofane; however 
successful we may have been in  brush ing  away the tears from the fu r-
rowed cheeks of old age, blanched by the hoary frosts of m any w inters, 
o r in  the encouragem ent of youth  iu  the laudable pursu its  of life, we 
s till have quite an insignificant am ount upon the cred it side of life’s 
journal, wherein are spread all there is of life.

And the world would be b etter and  m asonry m ore useful, if  there 
were more of the actual and  practicable and  less of the mere specula-
tive am ong us.

At th is convocation the G rand Lodge of M ark M aster M asons of 
E ngland  and  Wales was recognized and fraternal courtesies extended.

T he finances seem to be im proving. Comp. Wm. A. M cLean was 
elected G. H . P ., and  Oomp. Dewitt 0 . Dawkins, G. Secretary.

GEORGIA.

We have the proceedings of the F ifty -n in th  G raud A nnual Convo-
cation  of th is  G rand Chapter before us. I t  was held on 27th A pril, 
1881, M. E . G. H. P riest, J . W. Oslin, p resid ing. R epresentatives 
from 25 Chapters were p resen t.

T he G. H. P riest delivered an extem pore address because of an afflic-
tion  which prevented him from  writing.

The craft seem a t least harm onious, there being no grievances to re-
port. T he business was purely of local in terest, and  the G raud  C hap-
ter still appears to be in  d eb t—yet a large am ount had  to be paid  for 
p er diem  and mileage.

Comp. C. E. L am bdin was elected M. E . G. H. P riest, and  Comp. J . 
E m m ett B lackshear was continued G. Secretary.

ILLINOIS.

The T hirty-first G rand Annual Convocation of th is  G. C hapter was 
held 28th October, 1880, the G. H igh P rie st Sam uel W. W addle in  the 
E ast, and  R epresentatives from “ a constitu tional num ber of subordi-
nates” present.

T he G. H . P . announced th a t the Craft had lived during  the past 
year in  peace and harm ony, b u t continues:

B ut w hile we indulge in  congratulations on the prevailing  peace and  
tran qu ility in our m idst, our pleasure is m arred by th e th ought th a t
far too many of our Chapters are quiet and  s till because they have 
reached th a t comatose condition w hich precedes dissolution, and  are 
even so far gone as to be unable to give any evidence of life.

W e fear th is  quiet, th is ap p aren t sleep betokens lethargy th a t p re-
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cedes death. T his com plaint may be m ade ‘of o ther ju risd ic tions. 
T hen, com panions, where is th a t zeal which should  ever characterize 
Royal Arch M asonry ?

H e th in k s the failure of th e  G. G. C hapter to  take action  in  regard  
to  the council degrees leaves the whole m atter w ith th e  several G. Chap-
ters, and apparently  advises the m aking of those degrees “a  necessary 
requisite to  full m em bership in  th e  C hapter.”

T he business of the G rand C hapter was of local significance only. 
Comp. Silas O. Vaughn, was elected M. E . H. P ., and G ilbert W. 

B arnard  G. Secretary.
Comp. R obt. L. M cKinlay presented th e  report on correspondence. 
In  relation  to our resolution requiring  the presence of the ch arte r in  

the chapter hall to constitu te a legal chapter, he expresses g reat aston-
ishm ent, because he had  “ been taug h t th a t the presence of a charter 
was necessary in  a ll the different degrees of m asonry .” So th o ug h t we,
and so we yet th ink , b u t New York and some others were beg inning  to 
th in k  the o ther way, an d  Alabama placed herself quickly of record, be-
fore the m atte r should become a question  for the “ m utuals.”

T he report gives a very fair view of the acts, doings, and expressed 
thoughts of the several ju risd ic tio ns reviewed.

INDIANA

H eld the Thirty-fifth  A nnual Convocation on 20th Oct. 1881, M. E. 
T hom as B . Long being the G. H. P riest. T here were p resen t R epre-
sentatives from  69 subordinates.

The address shows the C raft harm onious and sufficiently prosperous, 
and th e G rand T reasurer’s report shows the finances in a healthy con-
dition.

Comp. Edw ard W alker was elected G. H. P ., and Comp. Jno. M.
Bramwell G. Secretary.

We find the Committee on Jurisp rudence holding th is language, 
w hich we heartily  approve, in  regard  to  the stand ing  in  the C hapter of 
one punished for non-paym ent-of dues by h is lodge:

T ha t our laws on th a t sub ject are very definite, and clearly set forth  
th a t “ the suspension or expulsion of a com panion for any cause what-
ever effectually precludes, for the tim e  being, all M asonic in tercourse 
w ith  h im  while u nder such d isab ility .’’

U nder th is rule, your com m ittee believe th a t an expulsion, suspen-
sion, or “dropped,” as i t  is called in  some ju risd ictions, for non-pay-
m en t of dues or for any  o ther cause, so far im peaches the good s tan d -
ing  of the com panion th a t he can n o t affiliate with, or even be perm it-
ted  to  visit, a Chapter in  th is  ju risd ic tio n  

We can no t see how any  o ther ru le could prevail and preserve har-
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m ony and  good understanding  am ong the different grand ju risd ic tio ns 
o f the world. The law im posing any disab ility  upon a com panion 
m ust follow him , wherever he may go, u n til restored or relieved from
such disability by proper au thority .

T he G. H. P riest in th is ju risd ic tion prepares the report on corre-
spondence, so Comp. L ong presented his, a m ost readable and, a t 
times, h ighly  instructive production. In  it  he reviews Alabama 
for 1879.

In  h is pream ble having declared him self a neophyte, he ju m p s in  
w ith  a strong  cudgel and  soundly  belabors us poor devils who have 
scribb led  for some tim e th u s : “ W hat a galaxy of reviewers there is
th roughou t the general ju risd ic tion  of the Royal C raft! Noble u p -
holders of ancien t landm arks ! P rofound expounders of constitu tions ! 
S plendid  counselors in  ju risp ru d e n c e!’’

He infers, because we adopted  a resolution  p ro h ib itin g  our chapters 
from  w orking w ithout the charter present, th a t “ some of Alabam a’s 
sub ord ina te  C hapters have been holding m eetings w ithout the presence 
of th e ir charte rs.” We desire to disabuse his m ind  and correct th is  
false im pression. T his action  was because New York in  h er G rand 
C hapter had prom ulgated this, to  us, m onstrous doctrine, and  th a t one 
or two of the reporters approved th is  view, notably Oomp. D rum m ond 
of M aine, th a t Alabama thought to p u t the seal of her d isapprobation  
on it and thus, perhaps, stam p i t out. Comp. D rum m ond has “ m odi-
fied,” and we hope th a t Comp. Lewis and others of New York will
“ go and do likew ise.”

IOWA.

T his G rand C hapter held its  Tw enty-seventh G rand A nnual Convo-
cation  on 5th October, 1880, being presided over by Alm on H. Dewey, 
G. H. P riest, w ith R epresentatives from  48 subordinates.

Im m ediately after the opening i t was announced th a t the M. E . G.
G. H. P riest would v isit the G rand Chapter, to w hich he was introduced
with appropriate speeches and ceremonies.

The address of the G. H. P. shows the C raft to  be alive in  th a t ju ris -
diction, and deals liberally  w ith  the question  of the rig h t of the Chap-
te r to  confer the cryp tic degrees, and  shows th a t the Chapters chartered  
by the G. G. Chapter, which orig inated  the G. C hapter of Iowa, were 
themselves by  th e ir charters from  the G. G. C hapter authorized to  con-
fer those degrees. We will extract w hat he says on the sub ject th a t our 
com panions of Alabama may be fully  apprised  of a ll th a t is said  on 
th e subject. We feel th a t a t least for a tim e we of th is ju risd ic tio n  
m ust look upon th is  question  as res adjudicata. W e say for a tim e, be-
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cause we th in k  the m asonic m ind  generally is becom ing adverse to the 
m ultiplicity  of degrees, and  the indifference now displayed to the m ain-
tenance of the Councils is strongly  ind icative of th is:

CEYPTIC DEGEEES.

T his subject was censiderably discussed, the conduct of ju risd ic tions 
adopting  the plan of Iowa being by some severely criticised. A con-
vention had  been called of representatives of G rand  Councils, and  a 
General G rand Council was organized, subject to the approval of n ine 
S tate G rand  Councils. At last, after a long series of efforts to  organ-
ize ano ther G eneral G rand Body, to create a few more h igh-sounding 
titles, the hopes of the “ central governm ent” m en are realized. We 
speak of the useless “ fifth wheel to  a wagon,” but its im portance swells 
in to m ountain-size as com pared with the use of a General G rand
Council.

A m em orial was circulated  p urpo rting  to  be issued by th e  G rand 
Council of New York, the closing page ol which bore the indorsem ent 
of the convention called to organize a General Grand Council. T his 
epistle o f the “Pharisees to the Sadducees” contained some of the m ost
unm asonic, discourteous, and  invidious reflections I  ever saw, for a 
m asonic publication. But, to the cred it of the G eneral G rand C hap-
ter, i t  took no cognizance of the .matter.

B ut what of Iowa ? I f  we be wrong in  conferring the Council de-
grees in  the Chapter, our m other (the General G rand C hapter) is  cen-
surable therefor. L et us com pare a few dates. At the seventh m eeting
of the General G rand Chapter, held in  the city  of New York, in  Sep-
tem ber, 1829, the sub ject o f conferring  the Council degrees in  the C hap-
ters was broached and  apparen tly  fu lly  considered, and th e  following 
resolution adopted  :

“ jResolved, T ha t au thority  be and is hereby granted  to  the several 
G rand C hapters u nder the ju risd ic tio n  of the General G rand Chapter, 
to m ake such arrangem ents as shall be found necessary for conferring
the degrees of Boyal and Select M aster in  Boyal Arch C hapters ; Pro-
vided, always, th a t no G rand C hapter w ithin th e  lim its of w hich is a 
G rand  Council shall au thorize the Boyal Arch Chapters u nder its ju r is -
d iction  to confer such degrees w ithout the consent of such G rand  Coun-
cil. ”

The foregoing resolution  rem ained in  force, w ithout a lte ration  or 
am endm ent, un til the fifteenth trienn ial session, held  a t Lexington, 
Kentucky, in  Septem ber, 1853, when the subject appears to  have again 
been presented, and on F riday, Septem ber lfitb , after a full week of labor, 
the com m ittee m ade a lengthy report, closing w ith the following reso-
lu tion , w hich was a d o p te d :

Resolved, T hat the General G rand Chapter and  the governing bodies 
of Boyal Arch M asonry affiliated w ith and holding  ju risd ic tio n  u nd er 
i t have no righ tfu l ju risd ic tio n or contro l over th e degrees o f Boyal and
Select M aster.”

The G eneral G rand C hapter issued charters to  four Chapters in  Iowa, 
as follows : To Iowa Chapter, a t B urlington, Septem ber 11th, 1817 ; to



3 2 APPENDIX. [1 8 8 1 .

Iowa City Chapter, a t Iowa City, Septem ber 17th, 1847; to D ubuque 
C hapter, a t D ubuque, Septem ber 17th, 1847 ; to W ashington Chapter,
a t M uscatine, Septem ber 17th, 1853. These four Chapters com posed 
the G rand C hapter of the S tate of Iowa when organized by au thority  
of the General G rand Chapter, issued M arch 1st, 1854. The charters 
so received each and all contain perm ission to confer the M ark M aster,
P as t Master, Most E xcellen t M aster, Koyal Arch, Royal Master, and  Se-
lect Master degrees.

I f  th e  General G rand C hapter had no au thority  to thus cooler the 
r ig h t on our subordinate C hapters, and  afterw ards on our G rand  Chap-
ter, to  confer the Council degrees, why d id  she assum e it  in  1829, bv 
the adoption  o f the resolution referred to? And if  then  wrong, why 
d id  she not re tract before a period of tw enty-four years? And even if 
then  wrong, why censure us for following her own teachings?

The course pursued by Iowa has been deemed rig n t by us, and I  know 
o f no au thority  w hich can forbid. The independence of State G rand 
Chapters is the boast of all Koyal Arch Masons.- The powers of the 
General G rand  Chapter, as set forth  in  its  constitu tion , claim  no rig h t 
to  dictate to or censure a State G rand Body ; on the contrary , i t  expressly 
asserts th a t it shall not assum e such duties ; hence it necessarily follows
th a t we shall d irect the Koyal C raft in  Iowa as we may deem for the 
general good—“ with m alice toward none and charity  for a ll.” I f  o ther 
ju risd ic tio ns choose to  m aintain  G rand Councils, le t no word or act of 
ours in terfere . B ut let Iowa dem and th a t sam e rig h t of independence 
th u s freely accorded to  othejrs.

T he resu lt of the consideration  of the subject was the repo rt of a 
com m ittee an d  its  adoption, which leaves m atters as they were.

C om panion Dewey was re-elected G. H. P riest and  Com panion Win. 
B. L angridge G rand Secretary.

T he report on correspondence is by C om panion T. K. E rcaubrack , 
and  is w ritten  currente calamo, and  in  a very easy, p leasant style. W hen 
on Alabam a, he says he is “ taken b ac k ” by  our using  h is  own lan -
guage in  reference to  h is table of statistics. Now th is  should no t be, 
for we only expressed our own views, b u t finding them  so well given by 
h im self we used h is own words. H e declared in  the in troduction  th a t 
ho would m ake h is report short for the sake of economy, and  th e  sam e 
reason is con tro lling  us.

KANSAS.

T he six teenth A nnual Convocation was held on the 15th of February,
1881, M. Ex. E rasm us T. Carr, G. H. P riest, presiding, and representa-
tives from 23 Chapters.

The Craft seem exceedingly prosperous, a t least the G. H. P rie st so
proclaim s, D ispensations for eigh t new Chapters having been g ran ted ;
and  the report of the G rand T reasurer shows a handsom e balance on 
hand.

Com panion Silas E . Sheldon was elected G. H . P riest, and  C om pan-
ion  Jo h n  H. Brown continued  G rand Secretary.
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T he G rand Secretary presented the report of th e  Com m ittee on Cor-
respondence, reviewing Alabama for 1879, am ong others, courteously.

KENTUCKY.

C om panion Joh n H. Leathers, M. Ex. G. H. P riest, opened the sixty-
fifth A nnual Convocation of th is G rand Chapter, w ith 70 Chapters rep-
resented.

H e gives us the gratify ing intelligence th a t the Craft is prosperous.
He recom m ends a change in th e m ileage and per diem , as the ex-

penses are in excess of the receipts.
W hen speaking of “ O ur H om e” he grows eloquent, and  well may 

h e—well may every K entucky Mason be proud of th is  “ im perishable 
m onum ent of m asonic benevolence.” W ould th a t the C raft in  every 
S tate and ju risd ic tion , wherever found, were im bued  w ith the same 
sp irit of determ ination  th a t ac tuated  our K entucky b rethren  when they 
conceived and  con tinued  to successful end th is  “ great and  glorious un-
dertak ing .” They will yet m eet their reward. T his is the way in  w hich 
he speaks of

“ OU B H O M E ,”

I t  affords me sincere pleasure and  gratification to be able to report to 
th e  G rand C hapter the favorable condition of the Home. Since our 
last session the en tire bu ild ing  has been throw n open for occupancy, 
au d  as far as the m eans would adm it, and  to the fu ll ex ten t of the 
ab ility  of th e  m anagers to accommodate, all who have applied  for 
adm ission  have been received in to  its hospitable em brace. Two h and-
some bequests have been m ade to the H om e during  the past year by 
friends who have rem em bered it  in  their dying hours, and  the darkness, 
w hich for a tim e seemed to obscure th is  g rand  charity , and  which 
taxed the ardor and devotion of its friends to the utm ost, has been dis-
pelled, and  it  is w ith pleasurable p ride th a t we can a t la st say th a t the 
H om e is no longer an experim ent but a perm anent and glorious success. 
I t  is n o t only  a success, b u t it  is the em bodim ent of the h ighest type of 
charity , and  it  stands there to-day an  im perishable m onum ent of 
m asonic benevolence.

B ut, com panions, rem em ber th a t our work is not done. I t  will 
requ ire continued  sacrifice aud  devotion to provide the m eans to take 
care of those whom God in  H is Providence has placed in  ou r charge. 
L et us bear th e  burden  stoutly, and  in  our m anhood resolve th a t th is 
m agnificent charity, dedicated to God and consecrated by the prayers
and  tears of dying brethren , m ay dispense its blessings for generations 
to  come to the widows and  orphans of ou r deceased com panions, who, 
by  an  afflicting Providence, m ay be com pelled to  seek its fostering aid.

A com plete h istory  of B. A. M asonry in  th is ju risd ic tio n  was 
subm itted  by Comp. Jam es W. Staton, and  approved by the G rand 
Chapter.

Comp. W. LaB ue Thom as was made G. H. P . and Com. Joseph H.
3
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B ranham  continued G rand Secretary, who were installed  by M. E . P . 
G G. H. P . Joh n  Frizzell.

Comp, H iram  B assett presented the report on correspondence, re -
viewing Alabama among the others.

H e thus m akes h is bow and invokes our sym pathy;
In  subm itting  the report of the com m ittee on F oreign C orrespond-

ence, its  chairm an, who alone is responsible for its  poverty of m atter 
an d  m anner, begs leave to sta te  th a t he feels the disadvantage a t w hich 
he is placed by following, as im m ediate successor, the gifted and  schol-
arly  H enderson, who, as a word pain ter, has few, if any equals, and  no 
superior. We know the scin tillations from h is facile pen, loaded as it 
is with the m agnet of originality and adorned w ith the d iam ond tips of 
spark ling wit and fascinating humor, will be sadly missed.

We are glad to see th a t he is on the side of ourselves in  relation  to  
the effect of suspension for non-paym ent of dues, or of beiug dropped 
from the rolls for the same cause, or if called by any o ther name, and 
stigm atizes the “  practice in  M aine and some few o ther ju risd ic tions ” 
as a “ premium  for non-affiliation

LOUISIANA.

W e have the proceedings of th is  G rand Chapter w hich convened in  
its  T hirty-fourth  A nnual Convocation on 15th February, 1881.

Comp. E dw in  H. Fay, M. E . G. H. P . in  h is address u tte rs  these sad 
words:

W hile I  welcome you here, to-day, to  th is our T hirty -fourth  Annual 
G rand  Convocation, and rejoice to behold such a num ber assembled, 
still I  would be recrean t to the h igh tru s t your partia lity  has im posed 
upon me, did I  not inform  you, th a t a lthough peaceabounds w ithin  our 
walls, and harm ony in  our tem ples, yet i t  is the peace of inaction, and  
the harm ony of inan ition . Yes! com panions, disguise it as we may, 
C apitulary Masonry, unless som ething is done to arrest it, and th a t 
som ething  speedily, is going in to  a lethargie decline, i f  not in to  actual 
decease. The fact stares us in  the face, and  if  we are wise, we will look 
carefully for the causes, to see i f  they can be rem edied, and  the resu lt 
be prevented.

W hich we are sure will b rin g  grief to  all zealous B. A. Masons.
The repo rt of the G rand Secretary fully corroborates the foregoing, 

and  unless there  be a g reat change am ong our com panions over there 
we m ust ere long exclaim, “  Carthago fu i t ,” “ Delenda est Carthago.”

T he G rand  L ectu rer visited th irteen  chapters and says, “ Peace, love 
and  unity  prevail in  these chapters. I  find a great want of energy and 
p rom ptness in  the m em bers in  a ttend ing  the m eetings. In  many of 
th e  chapters i t  is very difficult, to get a quorum .’’ From  th is  statem ent 
we infer th a t indeed there is peace, b u t i t  resem bles th e  peace of the
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tom b—b ut love and  unity  there cannot be. The body is  too in ert to 
display either.

Comp. Andrew Hero jr ., was made G. H. P ., and Comp. Jas. C. 
Batchelor, G rand Secretary.

We find th a t Comp. H orner, one o f those ancien t worthies who 
w rought so hard  in  earlier an d  b e tter tim es w ith  the gray goose quill, 
m ade a short report from  the com m ittee on correspondence, only sta ting  
th a t because o f a deficiency of iunds to  pub lish  i t  the com m ittee had 
concluded n o t to m ake fu rther report. And we find that the G rand 
C hapter is oppressed w ith a debt of more than  $800, and pays per diem  
and mileage for attendance npon th is  convocation of very near $800. 
“Sic transit."

T he condition  of th is  G rand C hapter teaches us a serious lesson. We 
of Alabama feel m uch of th a t le thargy th a t has benum bed the lim bs of 
our sister, and i f  we would avoid a sim ilar condition  we m ust awake 
and  nerve ourselves for our own salvation ere i t  be too late.

MARYLAND

An A nnual Convocation o f th is G rand C hapter was held  on 9th 
November, 1880. G. H. P riest M. E . Comp. E dm und  J . Oppelt in  
the E ast and  representatives from eleven chapters present.

T he G. H. P. pays a beautifu l and fitting  trib u te  to the memory of a 
com panion who during  a very long life had been zealous and  active as 
a Mason even during  h is old age. He also deplores the apathy  pervad-
ing the com panions, and  speaks of it as a disease, “ for which there 
appears to be no cu re .” Yet we find in  the report of the G rand L ecturer 
th a t his “ services have been frequently called in to  requ isition  and  
in struction in the ritu a l has been oftener sought for, th an during the
past two years.” T his betokens life and we augur th a t th is period of
lethargy will soon pass away.

T he finances are in good condition. Comp. F erd inand J. S. Gorgas
was elected G. H . P riest aud  Comp. George L . M cCahan re-elected 
G rand Secretary.

Comp. E. T . Schultz again m ade the report on correspondence and  in  
i t  we find Alabama w hich is fraternally  reviewed. He approves ou r 
resolution  requ iring  the actual presence of the charter and believes th a t 
i t is “  the proper course to  pursue, when one ju risd ic tio n  deems 
an o ther to  have legislated contrary  to the laws or usages of the fra -
te rn ity .

Com panion Schultz is a strong  advocate of the “ m ergem en t” of the 
C ouncil degrees ; th is  crops out op all occasions. And he th inks as we
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do, th a t it is probably the only way in which these beautifu l degrees will
be preserved.

On the subject of a ttach ing  an  insurance feature to ou r C hapters he 
6 ay s:

“ So we go! T he com m ittee would have th is  G rand old in stitu tion  
of ours tu rned  in to  a life insurance com pany—its corner-stone, charity, 
dem olished, and our tem ples become the seat of the money-changers. 
E a t her th an  this, we say, le t every C hapter in  the country  surrender its 
charter. ’

We would, if we could, look s till m ore closely a t some of th e  views 
expressed in th is  excellent report.

MASSACHUSETTS.
W e find from the report of th e  Q uarterly Convocation of th is  G rand  

Chapter, held M arch 9th, 1880, th a t th e  office of the G rand Secretary, 
w ith m ost o f its  contents, was destroyed by fire. There was also an  
inquiry  m ade in to  the p roprie ty  of establishing a fund for d ispensing 
charity , which was referred to  a comm ittee, who reported  adversely a t 
a subsequent Convocation.

Com panion Thom as E . W aterm an, M. E . G. H. Priest, opened the
A nnual Convocation.

“ T he condition  of the subordinate Chapters' is rem arkably good, and  
a healthy  em ulation exists between m any contiguous C hapters.” A 
la rger num ber were exalted th is  year th an  last, yet the m em bership de-
creased slightly.

Com panion W aterm an was re-elected G rand H igh  P riest, and Com-
panion  Thomas G rand Secretary.

Com panion D adm an, the genial reporter, m ade a lengthy, and such 
a report on correspondence as we all know he can make. We are always 
lo th  to  differ w ith our esteemed C om panion, and  correspondingly de-
ligh ted  w hen we find ourself en terta in ing  h is  views. I t  appears we 
m isapprehended our b ro ther when we last gave h is views on the effect 
of suspension for non-paym ent of dues to  the Lodge, upon  C hapter 
standing , and  th a t we m ay n o t do th e  like again, we give h is own lan-
guage—only s ta tin g  th a t on sim ilar grounds we stood long in  our own 
G rand C h a p te r :

“ We believe th a t suspending or expelling a m em ber from  all the 
righ ts and privileges of M asonry w ithout trial is  unm asonic, and  we 
know we have M asonic law and  usage on our side. F u rth e r th an  th is, 
if a G rand Lodge suspends or expels a M aster Mason, even unmason-
ically, the C hapter cannot help itself, and m ust out off the Com panion 
from  all his righ ts in  the Chapter. W ith  th is exception, the C hapter is 
independent in  its  governm ent and discip line.”
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He agrees wjth New York as to the necessity of the presence of the 
charter, and  consequently differs w ith us and with the G rand Chapter 
of Alabama, which has declared th a t any th ing  done w ithout i t  is and 
shall be void. H is views and those of the d istinguished  G rand Chap-
te r of New York encourage “ carelessness or forgetfulness of the custo-
d ian  for the tim e being ,” and  therefore should not be encouraged or 
countenanced. We cannot see how th e  opinions of “ the best m asonic 
au th o rity ” should operate here. E ach Com panion should  be guided by 
h is own conscientious in te rp reta tion  of the obligation  he owes to the 
Craft, and in  such m atters none can be h is guide.

MICHIGAN.

We have before us the proceedings of the th irty-second Annual Con-
vocation of th is G rand C hapter, held Jan u a ry 18th, 1881, Com panion
Samuel H. N orton, G. H. P riest, presiding, with representatives from 
96 subordinates.

T he G. H. P riest asked some very p ertin en t questions of h is Com-
panions. Have we kept our vows? Have we im proved our opportuni-
ties, and exemplified in  our every day life the true principles o f our 
institu tions, were am ong them . These may be asked a t all of our An-
nual Convocations, and  by each Com panion daily, w ith  doubtless g reat 
resu lts to each of us and  to  masonry.

W e are pleased to  see th a t a very sound d iscretion  was exercised in  
gran ting  D ispensations for new Chapters, by the exercise of which, 
although one was g ranted  others were refused, because the probabilities 
were th a t each would prove only weak Chapters, tend ing  by th e ir very 
weakness to d ishearten the Com panions, and bu t breed th e  disease of 
apathy am ong all the Craft. B ut on the o ther hand, we find him  g ran t-
ing  D ispensations for conferring the degrees “ before the required  tim e.” 
T his we esteem, except in  very exceptional cases, pernicious. I t  most 
frequently is asked for, when some b ro ther who has lived very m any 
years near a C hapter has determ ined either to remove or travel, an d  who 
th in k s the degrees would aid  him  T his bartering  on m asonry should 
no t be encouraged. Indeed, some of those refused m ust have avowed 
these reasons.

The finances are in  a healthy  condition.
Com panion Charles H. Axtell was elected G. H . P riest, and C om pan-

ion  Innes con tinued  G rand Secretary.
Com panion Innes again made the report on correspondence, as usual, 

very full and  very complete, Com panion Innes is a worker, one whom 
to know is to love. W e look back w ith  extrem e pleasure to  our v isit



to  D etro it when the G. G. C hapter met, and by no m eans the least 
p leasurable acquaintance made there was our esteemed friend the G rand 
Secretary of th is  G rand C hapter. He is g rand  in  h is  physique, he is 
g rand  in  his m anner, he is more g rand  in  the bigness of his heart and 
the w arm th of his feelings. How we would like to greet him  where the 
w arm  waters of the G ulf lave our shores, where the orange bloom s, and  
the m ocking b ird  makes n igh t melodious. Au revoir Companion.

U nder Canada, in  relation to  G rand ^Representatives, he says : “ We 
fail to see in  what m anner they can be made useful to  the G rand Chap-
te rs .’’ The system  m eets no sym pathy from  Michigan.

MINNESOTA.

The n ineteen th  Annual Convocation of the G rand C hapter was held 
October 12tb, 1880, under the d irection  of the M. E . G. H igh  Priest, 
Thom as M ontgomery, w ith representatives from  20 Chapters.

T he G. H. P riest says the O rder “ is en joy ing  a reasonable degree of 
p rosperity ,” and “ peace, love and unity  prevail in  all our borders.”

He seems delighted a t the action of the G. G. C hapter in  regard to 
th e  C ryptic degrees, and says “ th em a tte r was sum m arily and  we hope 
forever set a t rest.”

Com panion W illiam  G. Bronson was elected G rand H igh Priest, and 
Com panion A. T. C. Pierson continued  G rand Secretary.

Com panion Pierson made report on correspondence, and in  it we find 
Alabama.

He is inclined to th ink  th a t suspensions for non-paym ent of dues is 
ra th er to be attribu ted  to  the neglect of the several Secretaries in  not 
rigorously collecting (du nn in g  is the word), aud not to the indifference 
and negligence of the members. We have always been taugh t th a t i t  
is the duty  of the Secretary “ to receive all moneys due the L odge,” 
and  it is equally the duty of the m em ber to be m indful of h is obliga-
tion, and  “ abide b y ” the by-laws of h is Lodge. I f  we have been 
taugh t correctly, then  the fault lies w ith  the m em ber, and  w ith  him  
only, and on him should the penalty fall, however heavy it may be.

Yet even on th is subject he u tters sen tim ents th a t meet our hearty
approval. Ju s t hear h im :

“ I t  is  n o t false pride, b u t a feeling th a t as the w orld is to a g reat ex-
te n t governed by appearances,—Masons are not exem pt,—the acknowl-
edgm ent may work him  an in jury . T he very next day he may be de-
n ied  credit for a bag of flour or a pair of shoes, which would have been 
given him  but for the acknow ledgm ent th a t he could no t in  ju stice  to 
h is fam ily p4y four or five dollars dues to his Lodge. Theories are 
very pretty , b u t stubborn  facts often knock the beauty  out of the th e-
ories.”
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He th in k s th a t “ those th a t desire to  do so, should take care of the 

cryptic degrees in  th e ir own way, w ithout any let or h indrance from  
C hapters o r C om m anderies.”

M ISSISSIPPI.

T he th ir ty -th ird  Annual Convocation of th is  G rand C hapter was held 
on the 7th of February, 1881, Com panion P . Speed G rand H igh P riest, 
w ith representatives from 32 subordinates, !) others being added on the
following day.

The address of the G. H. P riest is replete with in terest, and is  a very 
thorough  and able argum ent in  behalf of the “ M ississippi P la n ,” as 
th e  control of the Council degrees by the C hapter is called. We th in k  
he shows m ost conclusively th a t there can be no constitu tional objec-
tion  to the plan, as the G. G. C hapter from 1829 to 1850 assum ed con-
tro l over those degress, and in  charters issued by it  authorized its  subor-
d inates to confer them , as is shown before in  th is report, under Iowa. 
He quotes quite liberally  from  the G rand C ouncil of New York, pre-
sented  to the G. G. C ouncil adverse to the m em orials from M ississippi 
an d  o ther G rand Councils ; and  though no t indu lg ing  in  language so 
v io len t as it, s till exhibits m uch feeling on the subject. And we find 
his G rand C hapter alm ost unanim ously  sustaining  him , as is exhibited  
by th e  adoption of the following report, w ith b u t one d issen tien t voice 
a lter full discussion :

“ The undersigned, your Special Committee, to whom was referred 
so m uch of the M. E . G rand H igh P riest’s address as refers to the Gen-
eral G rand C hapter and  Council degrees, and the m em orial in  reference 
to  th e  la tte r presented to  the General G rand Chapter, the real au thors 
of w hich have won more celebrity in  the Order for th e ir proficiency in  
v ituperation , slander and discourtesy th an  for those graces and  virtues
w hich should so em inently  d istinguish  m em bers of the Royal Craft, 
respectfully subm it th a t we read w ith pleasure and  satisfaction the bold 
and  determ ined stand  taken and the position assum ed by our M. E. 
G rand H igh P riest, and m ost em phatically  endorse and  approve every 
sen tim ent expressed by him on th is vexed question. We comm end to 
the careful consideration of all Royal Arch M asons whose m asonic 
charity  ignores the existence of sectional lines and boundaries, th is  
m em orial and  the answ er thereto, feeling assured that in  the verdict, 
which will be the spontaneous o utburst of the great M asonic heart in  
th is  country, our course will be endorsed and that of the authors of the 
m em orial will be condem ned as a blotch upon the literatu re  and charity  
of m asonry on th is  co n tin en t.”

T his indicated, when taken in  connection w ith the expressed senti-
m ents in  Iowa and  the feeling exhibited a t the General G rand Chapter 
a t D etroit, th a t trouble may be expected ere very long between the vari-
ous G rand Councils under G rand Chapters and the General G rand Coun-
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oil, which we fear will lead to in jury , not to the Council degrees only, 
b u t b ring  discredit upon the whole body of masonry. And all th is be-
cause a very few Com panions pan ted  after lofty t i t le s !

T he finances o f th is G rand C hapter are im proving, and so is th e ir
m em bership. The darkest period with it we hope is passed.

The Com m ittee on the Condition of the Order deplore the m ultip li-
cation of Lodges and Chapters, an d  th in k  th is one of the prim e causes 
of the decline u nder which they have labored.

A m otion was m ade to pay P. G. H igh Priests, who do not represent 
a Chapter, m ileage and per diem  ; w hich, however, we are pleased to 
see was indefinitely postponed.

Com panion F . Speed was re-elected G. H igh P riest, and Companion 
Power G rand Secretary.

Com panion Savery furnishes the report on correspondence, and  W'e are 
surprised  not to find Alabama there. Why should  the proceedings of 
G rand Chapters and  G rand  Lodges so often fail to  reach th e ir destina-
tion? Can it  be that they are taken as select reading by the m ail clerks? 
I t  is a condensed, yet adm irable review of the proceedings of such G. 
Chapters as had come to hand.

MISSOURI.

The T hirty -fourth  A nnual Convocation was held a t S ain t L ouis, on 
the 5 th  of May, 1881, under direction  of Com panion Jam es E . Cadle, 
G. H. P riest, w ith  54 C hapters represented.

The G. H . P rie st announced th a t Colorado had m ade the “ am ende 
h on orab le” in  th e  m atter o f Com panion Byers’ notice of an African G. 
C hapter in  the State of M isso u ri; w hereupon he, the G. H. P riest, had 
appointed  a representative of the G rand  C hapter of M issouri near th a t 
of Colorado, and  the com m ittee on the address congratu lates th e  C raft 
on the result. The address in  o ther respects is of local in te rest only— 
so are the proceedings. They, however, indicate a very harm onious 
condition  of the Craft.

Com panion Sam uel H . Owens was m ade G. H. P riest, and Com panion 
W illiam  H. Mayo continued G rand Secretary.

The G rand Secretary m ade the correspondence report. He th inks 
th a t “  d ropp ing  from the ro ll ” by the Lodge is of the same effect as 
suspension, and can ’t see th e  difference.

He quotes freely, w ith an occasional com m ent only, for th e  sake of 
economy.
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The G rand Secretary presented  the report of th e  Com m ittee on Cor-
respondence, reviewing Alabama for 1879, am ong others, courteously.

KENTUCKY.

Com panion Joh n  H. Leathers, M. Ex. G. H. P riest, opened the sixty- 
fifth A nnual Convocation of th is  G rand Chapter, w ith  70 Chapters rep-
resented.

He gives us the gratifying intelligence th a t the Craft is prosperous.
He recom m ends a change in  the m ileage and  per diem , as the ex-

penses are in  excess of the receipts.
W hen speaking of “ O ur H om e” he grows eloquent, and well may 

h e—well may every K entucky Mason be proud o f th is  “ im perishable 
m onum ent of m asonic benevolence.” W ould th a t the C raft in  every 
State and ju risd ic tio n , wherever found, were im bued w ith the same 
sp ir it of determ ination  th a t ac tuated our K entucky brethren  when they 
conceived and  con tinued  to successful end th is  “  g reat and glorious un-
dertaking. ” They will yet m eet th e ir reward. T his is the way in  which 
he speaks of

“ OUK HOM E.”
I t  affords me sincere pleasure and gratification to  be able to  report to 

th e  G rand C hapter the favorable condition of the Home. Since our 
last session the entire bu ild ing  has been throw n open for occupancy, 
an d  as far as the m eans would adm it, and to the full ex tent o f the 
ab ility  o f the m anagers to accommodate, all who have applied  for 
adm ission  have been received in to  its hospitable em brace. Two hand-
some bequests have been m ade to the Hom e during the past year by
friends who have rem em bered it  in  th e ir dying hours, and the darkness, 
which for a tim e seemed to obscure th is  g rand  charity , and  which 
taxed the ardor and devotion of its  friends to  the utm ost, has been dis-
pelled, and it  is w ith  pleasurable p ride th a t we can at last say th a t the 
H om e is no longer an experim ent but a perm anent and glorious success.
I t  is no t only a success, bu t i t  is the em bodim ent o f the h ighest type of 
charity , and it  stands there to-day an  im perishable m onum ent of 
m asonic benevolence.

But, com panions, rem em ber tb a t our work is  not done. I t  will 
requ ire continued sacrifice and devotion to provide the m eans to take
care of those whom God in  H is Providence has placed in  ou r charge. 
L et us bear th e  b u rden  stoutly, and  in  ou r m anhood resolve th a t this 
m agnificent charity, dedicated to  God and consecrated by the prayers 
an d  tears of dying brethren , may dispense its blessings for generations 
to come to the widows and orphans of our deceased com panions, who,
by  an  afflicting Providence, m ay be com pelled to seek its fostering aid.

A com plete h istory  of B. A. M asonry in  th is  ju risd ic tio n  was 
sub m itted  by Comp. Jam es W. Staton, and  approved by the G rand 
Chapter.

Comp. W. L aR ue Thom as was m ade G- H. P . and  Com. Joseph II .
3
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B ranham  continued G raud Secretary, who were installed  by M. E . P . 
G G. H. P . Joh n Frizzell.

Comp H iram  B assett presented the report on correspondence, re-
view ing Alabama among the others.

He thus makes his bow and invokes our sym pathy:
In subm itting  the report of the com m ittee on F oreign C orrespond-

ence, its chairm an, who alone is responsible for its poverty of m atter 
and  m anner, begs leave to s tate th a t he feels the disadvantage a t which 
he is p laced by following, as im m ediate successor, the gifted and  schol-
arly H enderson, who, as a word painter, has few, if any equals, an d no
superior. We know the scin tillations from his facile pen, loaded as it  
is with th e  m agnet of originality and adorned w ith  the d iam ond tips of 
spark ling  wit and fascinating humor, will be sadly missed.

We are glad to  see th a t h e  is on the side of ourselves in  relation to 
th e  effect of suspension for non-paym ent of dues, o r of being dropped 
from the rolls for the same cause, or if called by any o ther name, and 
stigm atizes the “  practice in  M aine and  some few o ther ju risd ic tions ” 
as a “premium for non-affiliation.”

LOUISIANA.

W e have the proceedings of th is  G rand C hapter w hich convened in  
its  T hirty -fourth  A nnual Convocation on 15th February, 1881.

Comp. E dw in H. Fay, M. E . G. H . P . in  h is address u tte rs these sad 
words:

W hile I  welcome you here, to-day, to  th is our T hirty -fourth  Annual 
G rand  Convocation, and  rejoice to behold such a num ber assembled, 
s till I  would be recrean t to the h igh  trust your,partiality  has im posed 
upon me, d id  I  not inform  you, th a t although peace abounds w ithin  our 
walls, and harm ony in  our temples, yet i t  is the peace of inaction, and  
the harm ony of inan ition . Yes! com panions, disguise it  as we may, 
Capitulary M asonry, unless som ething is done to  arrest it, and th a t 
som ething  speedily, is  going in to  a lethargic decline, if  not in to actual 
decease. The fact stares us in  the face, and  if we are wise, we will look 
carefully for the causes, to see i f  they can be rem edied, and  the result 
be prevented.

W hich we are sure will b rin g  grief to all zealous B. A. Masons.
T he report of the G rand Secretary fully corroborates the foregoing, 

and unless there be a great change am ong our com panions over there
we m ust ere long exclaim, “ Carthago fu ll ," “ Delenda est Carthago."

T he G rand L ectu rer visited th irteen chapters and says, “ Peace, love
and u nity prevail in these chapters. I find a great w ant of energy and
prom ptness in  the m em bers in  a ttend ing  the m eetings. In  m any of 
th e chapters i t  is very difficult to  get a quorum .’’ From  th is  statem ent 
we infer th a t indeed there is  peace, bu t i t  resem bles the peace of the
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tom b—b u t love and  unity  there cannot be. T he body is too in ert to 
display either.

Comp. Andrew Hero jr ., was m ade G. H. P ., and Comp. Jas. C. 
Batchelor, G rand Secretary.

We find th a t Comp. H orner, one o f those ancien t worthies who 
w rought so bard  in  earlier and  b etter tim es w ith  the gray goose quill, 
m ade a short report from thecom m itteeo,n  correspondence, only s tating  
th a t because of a deficiency of tunds to  publish  it  th e  com m ittee had 
concluded not to. m ake fu rther report. And we find th a t the G rand 
C hapter is oppressed w ith a debt of m ore than  $800, and  pays per diem  
and  mileage for attendance upon th is  convocation of very near $800. 
“Sic transit.”

The condition  of th is  G rand C hapter teaches us a serious lesson. We 
of Alabama feel m uch of th a t le thargy  th a t has benum bed the lim bs of 
ou r sister, and if  we would avoid a sim ilar condition  we m ust awake 
an d  nerve ourselves for ou r own salvation ere i t  be too late.

MARYLAND

An A nnual Convocation of th is  G rand C hapter was held  on 9th 
November, 1880. G. H. P riest M. E. Comp. E dm und  J, O ppelt in  
th e  E ast and representatives from eleven chapters present.

T he G. H. P . pays a beautifu l and  fitting tr ib u te  to the memory of a 
com panion who d uring  a very long life had been zealous and active as 
a M ason even during  h is old age. H e also deplores the apathy  pervad-
ing  the com panions, and speaks of i t  as a disease, “ for which there 
appears to be no cure .” Yet we find in  the repo rt of the G rand L ecturer 
th a t his “  services have been frequently called in to  requ isition  and 
instruction  in  the ritu a l has been oftener sought for, th an  d uring  the 
past two years. ” T his betokens life and we augur th a t th is period of
lethargy wiil soon pass away.

The finances are in good condition. Comp. F erd inand J. S. Gorgas
was elected G. H . P riest aud Comp. George L . M cCahan re-elected
G rand Secretary.

Comp. E. T . Schultz again m ade the report-on correspondence and  in  
it  we find Alabama w hich is fraternally  reviewed. H e approves ou r 
resolution requ iring  the actual presence of the charter and believes that 
i t  is “ the proper course to  pursue, when one ju risd ic tio n  deems 
another to have legislated contrary to the laws or usages of the fra -
te rn ity .

Com panion Schultz is a strong  advocate of the “ m ergem en t” of the 
Council degrees ; th is crops out on all occasions. And he th inks as we
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do, th a t it  is probably the only way in  which these beautifu l degrees will 
be preserved.

On the subject of a ttach ing  an  insurance feature to our Chapters he 
s a y s :

“ So we go! T he com m ittee would have th is  G rand old in stitu tion  
of ours tu rned  in to  a life insurance com pany—its corner-stone, charity, 
dem olished, and our tem ples become the seat of the money-changers. 
B ather than  this, we say, let every C hapter in  th e  country  surrender its  
charter. ’

We would, if  we could, look s till m ore olosely at some of the views 
expressed in  th is  excellent report.

MASSACHUSETTS.
We find from the report of the Q uarterly Convocation of th is G rand

Chapter, held M arch 9th, 1880, th a t the office of the G rand  Secretary, 
w ith m ost o f its  contents, was destroyed by fire. T here was also an  
in q u iry  m ade in to  the p ropriety  of establishing a fund for d ispensing 
charity, w hich was referred to  a comm ittee, who reported adversely a t 
a subsequent Convocation.

C om panion Thom as E . W aterm an, M. E . G. H . P riest, opened the 
A nnual Convocation.

“ T he condition  of the subordinate Chapters is  rem arkably good, and  
a healthy  em ulation exists between m any contiguous C hapters.” A 
la rger num ber were exalted th is  year th an  last, yet the m em bership de-
creased slightly.

Com panion W aterm an was re-elected G rand H igh  P riest, and Com-
panion  Thomas G rand Secretary.

C om panion Dadm an, the genial reporter, m ade a leng thy , and such 
a report on correspondence as we all know he can make. We are always 
lo th  to  differ w ith our esteemed Companion, and correspondingly de-
ligh ted  when we find ourself en terta in ing  his views. I t  appears we 
m isapprehended our b ro ther when we last gave h is views on the effect 
of suspension for non-paym ent of dues to  the Lodge, upon  Chapter 
stand ing , and th a t we m ay no t do the like again, we give h is  own lan-
guage—only s ta tin g  th a t on sim ilar grounds we stood long in  our own 
G rand  C hapter :

“ We believe th a t suspending or expelling a m em ber from  all the 
righ ts and privileges of M asonry w ithout trial is  unm asonic, and we 
know we have M asonic law and  usage on our side. F u rth e r th an  th is, 
if a G rand Lodge suspends or expels a M aster Mason, even unmason- 
ically, the C hapter cannot help itself, and m ust cu t off the Com panion 
from  all h is righ ts in  the Chapter. W ith  th is exception, the C hapter is 
independent in its governm ent and d iscip line.”
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He agrees w ith New York as to  the necessity of the presence of the 
charter, and  consequently differs w ith us and  with the G rand Chapter 
of Alabama, which has declared th a t any th ing  done w ithout i t  is and 
shall be void. H is views and  those of the d istinguished  G rand Chap-
te r of New York encourage “ carelessness or forgetfulness of the custo-
d ian  for the tim e being,” and  therefore should  n o t be encouraged or 
countenanced. We cannot see how the opinions of “ the best m asonic 
au th o rity ” should operate here. E ach Com panion should be guided by 
h is own conscientious in terp retation  of the obligation  he owes to  the 
Craft, and in such m atters none can be h is guide.

MICHIGAN.

We have before us the proceedings of the th irty-second Annual Con-
vocation of th is  G rand C hapter, held Jan u a ry  18th, 1881, Com panion 
Samuel H. N orton, G. H. P riest, presiding, w ith representatives from  
96 subordinates.

T he G. H . P riest asked som e very pertin en t questions of h is Com-
panions. Have we kept our vows? H ave we im proved our opportuni-
ties, and  exemplified in our every day life the tru e  principles of our 
institu tions, were am ong them. These may be asked at all of our An-
nual Convocations, and by each Com panion daily, w ith  doubtless g reat 
resu lts to each of us and  to  masonry.

We are pleased to see th a t a very sound discretion was exercised in  
gran ting  D ispensations for new C hapters, by the exercise ot which, 
although  one was granted  others were refused, because the probabilities 
were th a t each would prove only weak Chapters, tending by th e ir very 
weakness to  d ishearten  the Companions, and bu t breed the disease of 
apathy  am ong all the Craft. B ut on the o ther hand, we find him  g ran t-
in g  D ispensations for conferring the degrees “ before the required  tim e.” 
T his we esteem, except in  very exceptional cases, pernicious. I t  m ost 
frequently is asked for, when some bro ther who has lived very m any 
years near a C hapter has determ ined either to  remove or travel, and  who 
th inks the degrees would aid  him  T his bartering  on m asonry should 
no t be encouraged. Indeed, some of those refused m ust have avowed 
these reasons.

The finances are in  a healthy condition.
Com panion Charles H. Axtell was elected G. H . P riest, and C om pan-

ion Innes continued G rand Secretary.
Com panion Innes again m ade the report on correspondence, as usual, 

very full and very complete, Companion Innes is a worker, one whom
to know is to love. We look back w ith extremo pleasure to our visit
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to  D etro it when the G. G. C hapter met, and  by no m eans the least 
pleasurable acquaintance made there was our-esteemed friend the G rand 
Secretary of th is G rand C hapter. He is  g rand  in  h is  physique, he is 
g rand  in  his m anner, he is  m ore g rand  in  the bigness of his heart an d  
the w arm th of his feelings. How we would like to  greet him  where the 
w arm  waters of the G ulf lave our shores, where the orange bloom s, and 
the m ocking bird makes n ight melodious. Au revoir Companion.

U nder Canada, in relation to G rand Representatives, he says : “ We
fail to see in  what m anner they can be m ade useful to the G rand Chap-
te rs .” The system  m eets no sym pathy from  Michigan.

MINNESOTA.

The n ineteen th  A nnual Convocation of the G rand C hapter was held 
O ctober 12tb, 1880, under the d irection  of the M. E . G. H igh Priest, 
Thom as M ontgomery, w ith representatives from  20 Chapters.

T he G. H . P riest says th e  O rder “ is enjoying a reasonable degree of 
p rosperity ,” and “ peace, love and unity prevail in all our borders.”

He seems delighted kt th e action of the G. G. C hapter in regard to
th e  C ryptic degrees, and  says “ th em a tte r  was sum m arily  and  we hope 
forever set a t rest.”

Com panion W illiam  G. Bronson was elected G rand H igh Priest, and 
Com panion A. T. C. Pierson continued  G rand Secretary.

Com panion Pierson m ade report on correspondence, and  in  it we find 
Alabama.

He is inclined to th in k  th a t suspensions for non-paym ent of dues is 
ra th er to  be attribu ted  to  th e  neglect of the several Secretaries in  not 
rigorously collecting (d u nn in g  is the word), and  not to th e  indifference 
and negligence of the members. We have always been taugh t th a t i t  
is the duty  of the Secretary “ to  receive all m oneys due the L odge,” 
and it is equally th e  duty  of the m em ber to  be m indful of h is obliga-
tion, and “ abide b y ” the by-laws of h is Lodge. I f  we have been 
taug h t correctly, then the fault lies w ith the m em ber, and  w ith  him  
only, and on h im  should the penalty  fall, however heavy it  may bo.

Yet even on th is subject he u tters  sen tim ents th a t m eet our hearty  
approval. Ju s t hear h im  :

“ I t  is not false pride, b u t a feeling th a t as the w orld is to  a great ex-
ten t governed by appearances,—Masons are not exem pt,—the acknowl-
edgm ent may work him  an in jury . T he very next day he may be de-
n ied  cred it for a bag of flour or a pair of shoes, which would have been 
given him  but for the acknow ledgm ent th a t he could no t in  ju stice  to 
h is fam ily pay four or five dollars dues to his Lodge. Theories are 
very pretty , b u t stubborn  facts often knock the beauty  out of the th e -
ories.”̂
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He th inks th a t “ those th a t desire to do so, should take care of the 
cryptic degrees in  th e ir own way, w ithout any let or h indrance from 
C hapters or C om m anderies.”

M ISSISSIPPI.

The th ir ty -th ird  Annual Convocation of th is  G rand C hapter was held 
on the 7th of February, 1881, Companion F . Speed G rand H igh P riest, 
w ith  representatives from 32 subordinates, 9 others being added on the 
following day.

T he address of the G. H . P riest is replete with interest, and is a very 
thorough and able argum ent in  behalf of the “ M ississippi P la n ,” as 
the control of the Council degrees by the C hapter is called. We th ink  
he shows most conclusively th a t there can be no constitu tional objec-
tion  to the plan, as the G. G. C hapter from 1829 to 1850 assum ed con-
tro l over those degress, and in charters issued by it  authorized its  subor-
d inates to confer them, as is shown before in  th is report, under Iowa. 
He quotes quite liberally  from the G rand Council of New York, pre-
sented to the G. G. Council adverse to the m em orials from M ississippi 
an d  o ther G rand Councils ; and though not indu lg ing  in language so 
v io len t as it, s till exhibits m uch feeling on the subject. And we find 
his G rand C hapter alm ost unanim ously sustain ing  him , as is exhibited  
by the adoption of the following report, w ith b u t one d issen tien t voice 
after full discussion :

“ The undersigned, your Special Committee, to whom was referred 
so much of the M. E. G rand H igh P riest’s address as refers to the Gen-
eral G rand C hapter and  Council degrees, and the mem orial in  reference 
to the la tte r presented to the G eneral G rand Chapter, the real au thors 
of which have won more celebrity in  the Order for their proficiency in  
v ituperation , slander and discourtesy than  for those graces and virtues 
w hich should so em inently d istingu ish  members of the Koyal Craft, 
respectfully subm it th a t we read with pleasure and satisfaction the bold 
and determ ined stand  taken and the position assum ed by our M. E. 
G rand H igh P riest, and m ost em phatically endorse and  approve every 
sen tim ent expressed by him on th is vexed question. W e com m end to 
th e  careful consideration of all Koyal Arch M asons whose masonic 
charity  ignores the existence of sectional lines and boundaries, th is 
m em orial and  the answer thereto, feeling assured th a t in  the verdict, 
which will be the spontaneous ou tbu rst of the great Masonic heart in  
th is country, our course w ill be endorsed and  th a t of the authors of the 
m em orial will be condem ned as a blotch upon the literature  and  charity  
of m asonry on th is  co n tin en t.”

T his indicated, when taken in  connection w ith the expressed senti-
m ents in  Iowa and the feeling exhibited at the General G rand Chapter 
a t  D etroit, th a t trouble may be expected ere very long between the vari-
ous G rand Councils under G rand Chapters and the General G rand Coun-
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oil, which we fear will lead to in jury , not to  the Council degrees only, 
bu t b ring  d iscredit upon the whole body of masonry. And all th is  be-
cause a very few Com panions pan ted  after lofty t i t le s !

T he finances of th is  G rand C hapter are im proving, and  so is  th e ir 
m em bership. The darkest period with it  we hope is passed.

The Com m ittee on the Condition of the Order deplore the m ultip li-
cation of Lodges and Chapters, an d  th ink  th is one of the prim e causes 
of the decline u nder which they have labored.

A m otion was m ade to pay P. G, H igh Priests, who do not represen t 
a Chapter, m ileage and per diem ; w hich, however, we are pleased to 
see was indefinitely  postponed.

Com panion P . Speed was re-elected G. H igh P riest, an d Com panion
Pow er G rand Secretary.

Com panion Savery furnishes the report on correspondence, and w'e are
surprised  n o t to  find Alabama there. Why should the proceedings of 
G rand Chapters and G rand  Lodges so often fail to reach th e ir destina-
tion? Can i t be th a t they are taken as select reading by the m ail clerks?
I t is a condensed, yet adm irable review of the proceedings of such G.
Chapters as had come to hand.

MISSOURI.
T he T hirty -fourth  A nnual Convocation was held a t S ain t L ouis, on 

the 5th of May, 1881, u nder d irection  of Com panion Jam es E . Cadle, 
G. H. P riest, w ith  54 Chapters represented.

T he G. H . P riest announced th a t Colorado had m ade th e  “ am ende 
h onorab le” in  th e  m atter of Com panion Byers’ notice of an African G. 
C hapter in  the State of M issouri ; w hereupon he, the G. H. P riest, had 
appointed  a representative of the G rand C hapter of M issouri near th a t 
of Colorado, and  the com m ittee on the address congratu lates the C raft 
on the result. The address in  o ther respects is of local in te rest only—
so are the proceedings. They, however, indicate a very harm onious 
condition of the Craft.

Com panion Samuel H. Owens was m ade G. H. P riest, and Com panion 
W illiam  H. Mayo continued G rand Secretary.

T he G rand Secretary m ade the correspondence report. He th inks 
th a t “ dropp ing  from the r o l l” by the Lodge is of the same effect as 
suspension, and  can ’t see th e  difference.

He quotes freely, w ith an occasional com m ent only, for th e  sake of 
economy.
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NEBRASKA.

The fourteenth  A nnual Convocation of th is  G rand C hapter was held 
on the 21st of December, 1881, Com panion Alfred G. H astings being 
th e M. E . G rand H igh Priest, and  17 Chapters being represented.

The Craft is growing and prosperous, though  some Chapters rem ain 
weak and  sickly. T he Chapters grow in  num bers, however. W e note 
th a t D ispensations were g ran ted  to  m ake Com panions out of th e  tim e 
prescribed, and  th is we deprecate, unless th ere  be actual emergency in  
the case, or the ap p lican t be placed in  such position  by circum stances 
entire ly  beyond h is control.

T here is evident apprehension of trouble in  regard  to  the C ouncil de-
grees, in  consequence of the form ation of the General G rand C o u n c il; 
b u t the same determ ination, or ra th er sp irit of defiance, is expressed as 
we noticed in  Iowa and M ississippi. T he following was the action  of 
N eb rask a:
To the M. E. Grand Chapter o f Nebraska :

Your special com m ittee to w hich was referred th a t portion  of the ad -
dress of the G rand H igh P riest re lating to th e threatened infringem ent
of the ju risd ic tio n  of th is  G rand C hapter in  the m atter of the Cryptic 
Degrees, have had the same under consideration, and would report— 

T hat while, in  our opinion, the danger of such invasion of our ju ris -
d iction is no t im m inent a t th is  time, for the reason that the proposed 
“ General G rand C ouncil” has only a provisional organization, we deem 
it  proper th a t our views upon the subject should be m ade known to 
those who are proposing to consider those States wherein the m erger 
has been perfected as “  unoccupied te rrito ry ,” w herein new Councils 
can be organized a t will.

Your com m ittee are of the unanim ous opinion th a t in  th is  State, 
where the G rand Council, having lawful au thority  over the degrees, has 
voluntarily  surrendered them  to the ju risd ic tion  of th is  G rand Chapter, 
to  be conferred in  a lawful Council, in  and  by the au thority  of th is 
G rand  Chapter, those who so receive them are not clandestine ; they are 
conferred by lawful au thority , and no General G rand Council, or any 
o ther m asonic body, has ju risd ic tio n  to in terfere in our control over the 
same. We therefore recom m end the adoption  of the following :

Resolved, T hat th e  G rand Chapter of Nebraska would consider any 
action  by a “ General G rand C ouncil,” or o ther m asonic body of what-
ever name, whereby ju risd ic tio n over the Cryptic Degrees in th e State
o f Nebraska should he assum ed, a gross violation of our righ ts an d  of 
ou r ju risd iction , to be resisted  by all lawful m eans and  the exercise of 
a ll lawful powers.

T he report on correspondence is by Com panion E dw in E. W arren, 
an d  pecuniary considerations alone induce us to  let i t  pass w ith the 
declaration th a t we have read th e  whole of it, and  noted  so m any pas-
sages, th a t we are co n stra ined  to  om it all.

4
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Comp. H. Baxter Nicodemus, G rand High P riest. Comp. W illiam R .
Bowen, G rand Secretary.

NEVADA.
T his M. E. G rand C hapter held its eighth  A nnual Convocation on th e  

13th of June, 1881, Com panion F rank  Bell, G. H. P riest, an d  represen ta-
tives from 8 subordinates being present.

T he address of the G. H. P riest was short, and  p ertain ing  s tric tly  to  
local affairs. Peace an d  harm ony prevail, and  th e  C raft have m ain-
ta ined  their num bers. T he G. H . P rie st expressed anxiety  about th e  
condition of the fiuances, and the G rand Secretary in his report says,
“ they need the careful atten tion of the com m ittee.” T he com m ittee’s
repo rt shows th a t the expenditures exceed the receipts, and recom m ends
th a t the proceedings be published only every two years, and th a t travel-
ing  expenses of delegates be no longer paid. T his condition  we greatly  
regret, though such difficulties m ust be encountered by young G. C hap-
ters ; nor are they confined to the young only, fo r there are som e very 
m uch older th a t are struggling  as Nevada.

Com panion A. L. F itzgerald , on behalf of the G rand Chapter, received 
the representatives of o ther ju risd ic tions in  an elegant speech, in  which 
he puts the question—what is the significance of th is  cerem onial? and  
answers th a t it means “ F ra tern ity , B rotherhood, F am ily .”

C om panions Bell and  H am m ond were re-elected to th e  offices o f G. 
H igh  P riest an d  G. Secretary, respectively.

The G rand Secretary presented the report on correspondence. Among 
th e  proceedings reviewed are those of Alabama quite  fraternally  noticed. 
T he report is  concise an d  excellent.

NEW  JER SEY .
T he twenty-fifth Annual Convocation of th is  G rand C hapter was held  

Septem ber. 14th, 1881, and  opened in  Ample Form  by M. E . Charles
Bechtel, G rand H igh Priest, there being presen t representatives from
28 Chapters.

T he G. H igh  P rie st announces th a t “ th e  financial condition  of th is 
G rand C hapter dem ands and should receive your careful and  serious 
consideration. F o r some years past our expenses have exceeded our 
receip ts—a state of th ings that ought no t to exist.” He recom m ended 
the sale of some real estate, the property of the G rand C hapter. T he
F inance Com m ittee on th is sub ject recom m end the sale of the real estate
th a t the funds m igh t be m ore profitably invested  by trustees. They 
recom m end a reduction  of th e  salary of G rand Secretary, an d  that the 
expenses of the first four officers only be allowed.
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The subordinate Chapters are im proving in  both  th e ir finances and 
th e ir zeal. As an em pty pocket paralyzes the energies of a man, so do
the em pty coffers o f a C hapter those of its members. Debt should never 
be incu rred  by any m asonic body, for so soon as i t  i s  the case the in te r-
est of its  m em bers flag and  lethargy and  death supervene.

Com panion J. Layton R egister was elected G. H. P riest, an d  Comp. 
George B. Edw ards re-elected G rand Secretary.

Com panion E dw ards m ade one of his excellent reports on correspond-
ence, and  differs w ith us as to the effect th a t should  be given to any 
m asonic punishm ent, we claim ing th a t the “ effect is, or ought to  be, 
th a t placed upon it  by the governing G rand Lodge and  he th a t o ther 
“ G rand and subordinate b o d ie s” “ have the rig h t of ind iv idual esti-
m ate,” “ the rig h t of conscience,” “ the rig h t of inspection .”

We concede all these rights, if the ap p lican t presents h im self w ith  
clean hands for th e ir estim ate or inspection. B ut the position  taken by 
us was th a t when a punishm ent was provided by a governing body, th a t 
body, and th a t alone, m ust determ ine the force or value of the disgrace 
to  be attached to it. If, as in  Alabama, the G rand Lodge provides sus-
pension as a pun ishm ent for non-paym ent of dues, and  fu rther declares 
th a t th is  suspension shall, like every other, operate an en tire estoppel to 
a ll m asonic in tereouse and  the enjoym ent of all m asonic benefits, will 
Com panion E dw ards con tend th a t in  the exercise of his various fancied 
righ ts he can hold m asonic in tercourse in  New Jersey  w ith  one m ason- 
ically  so besm irched in  Alabama? I f  two breth ren  from  Alabama were 
to visit h is Lodge, one u nder suspension for non-paym ent of dues, w ith
whom all intercourse was m asonieally forbidden in  th a t ju risd ic tion , 
and the o ther stand ing square before h is breth ren everywhere, what
would be the result, both having stood successfully s tric t exam ination,
if  they were both ordered to be adm itted? T he Lodge would have the 
satisfaction of having adm itted one under the exercise of the “ r ig h ts ” 
claimed, and excluded the o ther ; the one being under the ban, the o ther 
able to  hold up  h is head and look every b ro ther squarely in  th e  face. 
T he unw orthy would be adm itted , th e  worthy excluded ; and  should  a 
C hapter any the m ore readily adm it the unw orthy? U nder the D istric t 
of Columbia, we find him  enunciating  views n o t in  consonance w ith  
those under Alabama : “ The status of a  Mason (of any degree) is  desig-
nated  by constitu tional enactm ent of the G rand Lodge, so far as h is  
re lations to th a t body or its  subordinates are concerned.” And as we 
all constitute one family, he who is  declared unw orthy in  one ju risd ic-
tion  m ust carry w ith h im  the ta in t wherever he goes.

T here is a great deal th a t is  good in  th is report, b u t we have tran s-
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cended our lim it already, and can only wish Com panion Edw ards had
sent such a report when we had more money in  the treasury.

NEW  YORK.

T he eighty-fourth A nnual Convocation of th is G rand C hapter was
held on February 1st, 1881, C om panion W illiam T. Woodruff, G. H igh
P riest, and representatives from  181 subordinates being present. The 
total m em bership in  th is  State is fifteen thousand and  above—the dues 
being near $10,000.

In  consequence of the peculiar ru les o f the G rand Lodge in  relation  
to  the status of unaffiliated m asons, and the fact th a t they give to sus-
pension for non-paym ent of does th is effect apparently, led to a consid-
erable debate in  the G rand Chapter, b u t i t  was a t last decided th a t the 
degrees could not be conferred on unafiiliates.

The finances of the G rand Chapter, though  now sufficient, have a  dis-
couraging look, and th is  led to the appointm ent of a com m ittee to con-
sider the possibility  of re trenchm ent, and  to p resen t a plan.

Com panions W oodruff and  C hristopher G. Fox were severally elected
G. H. P riest and G rand Secretary.

Com panion Ogden again m ade the report on correspondence. Ala-
bam a is k indly  reviewed. We are no t w illing to find fault w'ith the lec-
tu re  he reads us about our views in  re lation  to m aking our Order the 
means of pushing  forward th e  total abstinence question ; for, except as 
to th is  feature of his comments, we heartily  agree with him . Tem per-
ance is one of the card inal virtues, as taugh t by m asonry. T his relates 
no t alone to  the use of alcoholic or ferm ented liquors, bu t to all th ings; 
language, desires, passions, and  appetites—and th is  is what we m eant 
in  the passage quoted, though we were no t sufficiently fo rtunate in  the 
use of such language as might- n o t be term ed “ a k ind  of m ix ture of 
good and  evil, of false logic or perverted reason.” B ut Com panion Og-
den may n o t be altogether free from  the same criticism . We would not 
for an in stan t use the phrase in  any o ther th an  the most friendly l i g h t ; 
b u t in  view of what we have been taugh t somewhere iu  the C hapter, i f  
our m em ory is not greatly  a t fault, we th in k  the following extract from 
his review of D istric t of Colum bia smacks of “ a k in d of m ix ture of
good and evil, of false logic or perverted reason.”

Take the m atter in question ; doubtless i t has been held, and perti-
naciously, too, by thousands of the best and wisest, th a t a Lodge or a 
C hapter could not be opened w ithout the actual presence of the w arran t 
in  the room ; and, after all, is there any valid  reason for th is?  The 
w arran t safely in  the custody of th e  p roper officer, if  in  h is office, or 
safe a t h is home, gives ju s t as full authority for the opening oi the Chap-
ter, and  as m uch validity to its work, as if  in  the C hapter room, I f  i t
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have existence, and is in the custody of the proper officer, i t  is in  full 
force, and  no one can gainsay or call in  question its power. Section 51. 
of the amended C onstitution of th is  ju risd ic tion , says, “ The H igh P riest 
shall preside a t the several convocations of the C hapter ; but, in case o f  
h is absence, the K ing or Scribe only shall, in order ot rank, succeed
him, provided such K ing or Scribe shall have lawful custody of the 
w arran t,” T his covers the po in t exactly. “ Lawful custody,’ does not 
m ean that the officer m ust always C a r r y  it about his person ; but the 
language m ust be construed in  its ordinary, comm on-sense meaning. 
A H igh P riest, or King, or Scribe, as the case may be, need not ride, on
a cold n ight, five m iles to get the w arrant of h is C hapter before he can 
open and work it, if he knows that i t  is safe in  h is custody and under 
h is control a t his house or elsewhere. If  the C onstitution  of the G rand 
C hapter read “ th a t the w arran t must be in the room before the C hapter 
can be opened, and there kept ail the time while work is being done,” then
the language, being specific, m ust be literally  obeyed—otherwise, com-
mon-sense and ordinary  in terp retation  should govern. Comp. S im o n s
m ight very likely chase away some of the shadows w hich surround 
M asonry, but, depend npon it, he will never give up the substance o r  
counsel a disregard of a single essential p rinciple or usage connected 
w ith it.

U nder M aine he takes Comp. D rum m ond to task for having “ modified”
on the subject and lengthily argues in favor of the foregoing opinions,
which we would quote as evidences “ of false logic,’’ and proofs of per-
verted reason,” if th is question had not been finally disposed of in  the 
ju risd ic tion  of Alabama. B ut by it  we are rem inded th a t tempora mu- 
tantur, and th a t ‘ ‘ masonry must change with them”—T his has been enun-
ciated, and whenever we can so accustom  the m inds of the Companions 
to acquiese in  changes th a t “ com mon-sense” may dem and as necessary, 
then the whole structure will rapidly  d isappear—what we received 
from our ancestors let us transm it to our successors. Then and only 
then, will we have fulfilled onr m ission, and  properly discharged our 
duty to the Craft.

' N ORTH CAROLINA.

W e are pained to learn  th a t the M. E . G. H. P ., C. M. Yah O rsdell, 
though able to be presen t a t the opening of the th ir ty -th ird  Convocation 
had yet been so long under the burthen  of personal affliction as not to  
have prepared an  address to  be read a t the opening nor to be published 
with the proceedings.

T hirteen  Chapters were represented. The D. G. H. P ., Comp. Jam es 
Southgate, whose reports on correspondence are well rem em bered by us, 
m ade a report to  the G. C hapter of the condition of the Craft, and  the 
actions of the G. G. Chapter, whose Convocation a t D etro it he a ttend-
ed. F rom  th is we find th a t m any Chapters bu t feebly exist, and others
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are beyond the hope of resnrreotion. Yet there appears to pervade the 
m em bers ot the G. C hapter a zeal and determ ination which, if con tin -
ued, will yet bear fruit, and may rejoice a t the alte r fires rekindled.

The business of the G . C hapter was local only in  its  influence.
The m em bership continues to dim inish.
T here was no report on correspondence, and  Comp. Southgate was 

prom oted to the guardianship  of the cast, while Comp. Donald W. Bain 
was continued G. Secretary.

OHIO.

M. E . Comp. Jam es B. Hovey, G. H. P ., opened the sixty-fourth an -
nual Convocation of th is G. C hapter on 14 Oct. 1880, there being pres-
en t representatives from 10G Subordinates. The address of the G rand 
H igh P riest is of local in terest. In  it, however, he recom m ends the 
G rand C hapter to  provide a suitable R. A. burial service, which, upon 
being referred to  a Comm ittee, was respectfully and suitably  ‘indefinite-
ly postponed .’

T he G. H igh P riest reports h is decisions in  a bundle m arked B., which 
was referred  to the Committee on jurisprudence, who recom m ended the 
G rand C hapter to “  le t her be.”

Comp. Hovey was reelected G. H. P riest, and  Comp. Jam es N esbitt 
continued G. Secretary.

The m em bership increased by m ore than  1000 during  the year.
Comp. Thos. J. M elish again m ade the report on correspondence.
In  h is review of Alabama, we find him  quoting  what we said of a de-

cision of the G. Z. o f C anada as of th a t of Ireland. Now we do not 
wish our Ir ish  friends to believe all they see in  p rin t.

In  Ohio the same rule ih  relation to suspension for non-paym ent of 
dues prevails as here, for one so situated  “ can at any  tim e re-instate 
him self by sim ply paying his dues.”

T h is  reporter evidently th in k s th a t the tim e is approaching when it  
w ill no longer be requisite for one applying for the T em plar degrees to 
have taken those of the Chapter. I f  so, then look out for the deluge. 
Such action  with the difficulty now visible about the C ryptie degrees, 
will shake C apitular m asonry to the foundation.

U nder South Carolina, when speaking of the surrender of the C ryptic
degrees by the G rand Council, and  its dissolution, he speaks thus :

T hus died the G rand C ouncil of R. and  S. M. of South Carolina. 
Shall we call it a case of felo de se, or o f hari Jcari? I t is unm asonic to
give funeral honors to suicides, otherw ise we should erect a m onum ent 
w ith  th is in scrip tion  :
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H i e  J a ce t  C o e p u s  M a g n i C o n c i l i i  R .  &  S . M a g is t e o b u m  

I n  C iv i t a t e C a r o l in e  S e p i 'e n t k io n a l is .

V i t a  B b e v is — M obs M is e e a b i l is .

Requiescat in Pace.
1850-1880.

OREGON.

Sends her proceedings for 1881 handsom ely p u t up and  alm ost a vol-
ume, having arrived a t her 21st anocuil Convocation, which was held 
on the 10th Jun e, 1881. Comp. David P . Mason, G. H . P ., and  repre-
sentatives from 16 Subordinates present.

The address of the G. H. P. was of local in terest only. We find in  
the proceedings th a t the G. C hapter again wrestled w ith the resolution  
giving ex traordinary  power to the G. H. P ., and  th a t a m ajority  and 
m inority  report was again made

We copy the following resolutions, and  here say, we heartily  concur 
in  the sp irit evinced in them  ; but we deplore the fact th a t M asonry 
should lend itse lf to the destruction of any M ason’s business, sim ply  
because there be some persons who may be in ju red  thereby, owing to 
th e ir own want, of ab ility  to govern their own desires and passions. 
T here be Masons, perhaps, who may too hastily  resort to o ther than 
natures arm s, bu t for th is reason shall we p ro h ib it Masons from selling 
them ?

S e c t io n  2 . Resolved, T ha t the h ab it of using  profane language, or of 
using violent and abusive language concerning a companion, and th a t 
of intem perance in  the use of strong d rink , or engaging in  the keeping 
of a saloon and  retailing  spirituous or m alt liquors, or of indulging in  
th e  practice of gam bling, by Royal Arch Masons, is in  violation of the 
regulations of Royal Arch M asonry and discreditable to the craft ; and  
it  shall be the duty of every Royal Arch Mason in  th is  ju risd ic tio n  to 
report any violation of th is resolution, which may have come to his 
knowledge, to the H igh P riest of the C hapter in  whose ju risd ic tion  the 
offending Com panion resides, and im m ediately thereafter i t  shall be the 
duty of said H igh P riest to  notify such offending Companion in  w riting 
to  im m ediately cease such violation : Provided however, th a t if such
offense shall be in  keeping a saloon and retailing  spirituous or m alt 
liquors, the H igh P riest shall notify  him  in  w riting  to close out such 
business w ith in  the period of six m onths, next following the tim e of 
giv ing notice as aforesaid, and  if  such offending Com panion refuses or 
neglects to com ply w ith the term s of such notice, the H igh P riest shall 
cause charges to be preferred in  h is C hapter against such offending Com-
panion, and  thereupon he shall be tried  and punished for unm asonic 
conduct.
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Oregon s till requires the subordinate C hapters to send up  th e ir rec-

ords for inspection.
Comp. Mason was re-elected G. H. P ., and Comp. E . P. E arh a rt,

G. Secretary.
Comp. T. McH. P atton , the veteran ready reporter of th is ju ris -

d iction , m ade the repo rt on correspondence. I t  is to be hoped th a t he 
shall long live to set so good an example to the rest of the corps.

He obtained our proceedings for 1880 ju s t in  tim e to give us a hasty  
shake up, and be off. W ould th a t we could feel h is palm  now. We 
know he is shivering  now in November, while we are w riting  w ithout a 
fire. Ho in troduces h is report, as heretofore, w ith d isquisitions on 
peculiar questions on which there may be a difference of opinion am ong 
our cotem poraries ; b u t in  his exam ination of the question of the char-
ac ter of suspension for non-paym ent of dues, and  its effect, he deals 
m ost vigorously, and  we th in k  m ost adm irably, and w ithout gloves, 
with Drum m ond, D erby of M aine, and D adm un of M assachusetts. We 
confess to a curiosity  to see how they will m eet h is argum ents. I t  is 
needless to state th a t he holds th a t suspension for any cause whatsoever 
is and can be nothing bu t suspension as understood in  all th e  O. B ’s.

H aving d o  greater in terest in the m atter than  every C om panion 
should have, he .considers the probable effect of the organization
of a G. G. Council on C ryptic M asonry, and evidently th in k s th a t there
is im m inent a contest between th a t body and  the G. Chapters which 
have adopted w hat is called the M ississippi plan, which m ust end in  
the destruction  of these degrees. F o r if, after one has taken them , he 
is not to be recognized as such, save in  h is own ju risd ic tion , i t  cannot 
be long ere none will be found  desirous of tak ing  th e m . H is views are 
curtly  given in the following extract. T his in  reference to resolutions 
of the G rand Council of Maine, declaring all those connected w ith Coun-
cils UDder the care of G rand Chapters clandestine :

I t is the natu ra l d isposition  o f m an to  rebel, especially when there is 
an  organized effort m ade to  coerce him . And, in  th is instance, when a 
b ro ther or com panion has received the degrees in  a regular and con stitu -
tional m anner, u nder the express sanction and  au thority  of the General 
G rand C hapter, is declared clandestine and denied the righ t of visita-
tion  or affiliation, there is sufficient cause for him  not only to  rebel, but 
to  prepare for im m ediate an d  continued war.

In  th is  struggle we honestly confess that our sym pathies are enlisted 
in  favor of those who are thus tabooed. O ur indiv idual status cannot 
be questioned. T he status o f all o ther royal and  select m asters in  th is 
ju risd ic tio n  is also unquestioned. We have presented the m atter as we 
find it—mixed, badly m ixed—and a fair prospect for the m uddle s till to 
con tinue. The W est and  the South will doubtless adhere to their action, 
consolidating w ith  the Chapter. The East, and  a p ortion  of the South,
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will contend for regular organization of Councils, or abandon the whole 
th iug . I f  the General G rand C hapter had never authorized  and empow-
ered the G rand Chapters, under its ju risd ic tion , to confer these degrees, 
th e tenor of our rem arks would be very different.

We m ight, perhaps, and doubtless would, be as radical as any for
regular Councils ; but in  view of the h istory  of these degrees—their 
orig iu  and  the d iversity  of opinion in  relation  thereto, as well as the 
action  of the General G rand C hapter au thorizing  them  to be conferred 
—we claim  the privilege of question ing  the righ t of any one to assert 
th a t all who are no t connected w ith regular Councils arc clan-
destine.

To all royal and select m asters w ithin th is ju risd ic tion , as well as 
those who desire to become such, i t  is apparen t th a t the s ituation  is 
any  th ing  b u t pleasant.

If a Council is established here by au thority of the General G rand
Council, the m em bers thereof are forbidden to hold in tercourse in  any 
way or m anner with royal and select m asters holding m em bership in  
Councils m erged with Chapters. On the o ther hand, if the Chapters 
should gain control, a ll those receiving the degrees would be regarded 
as clandestine, and thus be barred privileges of v isitation w ith eastern
Couucils. U ntil th is  m uddle is  settled  it  is n o t worth while for any  of 
us to m ourn o r lam ent the fact th a t we are n o t in  possession of the 
C onned degrees. Not being in  possession of them, we would not use 
th em —legally or illegally —and being in  possession of them , we cannot 
use them w ithout the risk of being branded as clandestine.

We are sorry th a t we can spare no more space to th is  m ost in teresting  
report.

PENNSYLVANIA.

The proceedings of th is G rand Chapter, a t the various com m unica-
tions “ held during  the year 1880, are before us. In  th is ju risd ic tio n  
th e  custom has been to hold quarterly , as well as annual, com m unica-
tions, an d  we use th is word because our C om panions there, adhere to 
th is  term . M uch of the detail of business is done at the quarterlies. 
The annual com m unication was held  on 27th December, 1880, being  
presided over by the M. E . G. H. P riest, W illiam  C. H am ilton , repre-
sentatives from  19 subordinates being present.

In  response to the inquiry, “ In  ballo ting  for a candidate, has any 
Com panion a rig h t to  reveal how he votes ? ” Among others, he makes 
these rem arks :

We m ust accord equal righ ts  to- all, i f  one has a rig h t to  reveal how 
he votes all have the same privilege. I f a B rother, who votes a white
ball has a right, to reveal h is ballot, so also has he who votes a black 
ball. To perm it a violation of the secrecy of the ballot by e ither would 
be the en tering  of the wedge of discord, and a destructive blow a t one 
of the fundam ental principles of M asonry. The question , therefore, is 
answered in the negative.

5
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T his precisely enunciates onr views.
All but P . H. P riests, who had  been invested with the O rder of H igh  

Priesthood, having retired , Comp. H ibbert P . John  was in stalled  G. II. 
P ., he having been previously elected at a quarterly  com m unication, 
Comp. Joh n  Thom son being retained asG . Secretary.

Com panion Charles E. Meyer m ade the repo rt on correspondence, 
and we find h is views, w hich we give below, to correspond with those 
en terta ined  by us. The question  haR never been presented to us so 
clearly before, and the effect of the ru ling  of our lam ented G . H. P riest 
did not strike us as involving so much. B ut we agree w ith  our Com-
panion, and if any m em ber desires to place h im self am ong the active 
m em bers of the F ra tern ity , our G rand Lodge allows him  to pay bis 
dues to G rand Secretary, and h is certificate operates as a d im it when he 
4an apply  for m em bership to any o ther Lodge.

We give the ru ling  of our G. H. P. and the com m ents en tire  :
“ 2d. Can a Royal Arch Mason visit a Chapter, when the Lodge of 

which he was a m em ber has been suspended for the non-paym ent of 
dues ?

“ Ans. Any Companion Royal Arch Mason, in  good stan d ing  in  his 
C hapter, has all the righ ts and privileges of a Royal Arch Mason, n o t-
w ithstand ing  the Lodge of which he was a m em ber may have been sus-
pended for the non-paym ent of dues, or for any other cause ; Provided, 
he was in  good stand ing  in  the Lodge a t the tim e of such suspension.”

A Lodge that neglects to pay its dues is suspended, and with that 
suspension is carried every m em ber of it. On the suspension, the 
books and properties of the Lodge come in to  the possession of the 
G rand Lodge, and it  alone can p u t the B ro ther in  good stand ing  and 
unaffiliate him.

We note fu rther, th a t the G rand H igh  P riest decided th a t an  unaffili-
ated Mason could not be made a R oyal Arch Mason ; th is  we agree w ith, 
and  it  is the law of Pennsylvania, b u t i t  is not very consistent in  the 
G rand H igh P riest to  decide th a t in  one case an unaffiliated can not be 
adm itted  to  receive the h ighest Degree in  A ncient C raft M asonry ; w hile 
he perm its a suspended Mason who is unaffiliated to rem ain  a m em ber 
in  good standing  in  the Chapter.

H e th inks the claim  of G rand Chapters to exercise ju risd ic tio n  over 
th e  Cryptic Degrees, one not founded in  righ t, and  an  assum ption .

QUEBEC.

The fourth A nnual Convocation of th is  G rand C hapter was held  on 
the 21st September, 1880, u nder the d irection  of Com panion J . H. G ra-
ham , M. E. G. Z. R epresentatives from  all b u t one of the chartered  
Chapters in  attendance.

The financial condition  of th is  young Sister appears to  be m ost healthy.
The G. Z. reports the Craft to be in  good condition, peace, u n ity  and
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harm ony having prevailed, and an increased zeal having been m an i-
fested. He th in k s th a t the G rand C hapter should require the selection
of a m ark by every Companion, and to th is end recom m ends th a t the 
book of M arks of every C hapter should be brought up  to the G rand 
C hapter for inspection.

He says properly, th a t—
T he reading of the Annual Transactions of the G rand C hapter in  

every private C hapter-- a p art a t each o f several convocations—includ-
ing the report on foreign correspondence, is absolutely necessary for 
the inform ation and due in struction  of the C om pan ions; else the 
greater num ber of those Exalted will rem ain in painfu l ignorance of
the im portant transactions of our own G rand Body, and  o f the h istory  
of C apitular M asonry th roughout th e  world.

M. E. Comp. Isaac H enry Stearns was elected G. Z., and  Com panion 
Angus G rant continued  G rand Scribe E .

Com panion A rthur P . S im pson m ade the report on correspondence, 
review ing the proceedings of Alabama am ong the others.

The report contains a very full and  fa ir statem ent of w hat is doing,
and  being said, in  other ju risd ic tions w ithout comment, because of the 
“ youth  and  m odesty” of the w riter ; b u t he says—

A prosperous future is already daw ning upon us, and  we feel confi-
dent th a t our m any able reporters on Foreign  C orrespondence will act 
w ith charity  and  forbearance towards us, by avoiding a too close cri-
ticism  of our efforts. The report is m erely contem plated to presen t to 
the Com panions of the G rand Chapter of Quebec a com pilation of the 
leading points of in terest occurring in  our sister G rand Chapters, 
scrupulously  avoiding any criticism  on m atters w herein we have 
noticed  the rendering  of decisions n o t agreeing with our views. M uch 
o f in terest has p resented  itself, and  we tru s t the Com panions will profit 
by its perusal.

E H O D E  ISLA ND.
The eighty-second Annual Convocation of th is  G rand C hapter was 

held on the 9th of M arch, 1880, with Eev. Win. N. Askley, M. E. G. H. 
P ., and representatives from all th e  subordinates.

T he G. H. P., am ong other dispensations, g ranted  “ one to A quidneck 
Chapter, No. 9, to  vote upon candidate and  do business in  a M ark 
M aster’s Lodge, on conditions sim ilar to those ju s t m entioned ; and  to 
d iscontinue regu lar Convocations from A pril to November, inclusive.”

And assigns as h is reason—
These several dispensations have been issued w ith the purpose of 

fu rthering the best in terests of the several Chapters m aking application
for them. In  issuing some of them , I  have followed past precedent, 
which has som etim es created a slight flutter in  o ther ju risd ictions. I  
have granted  such dispensations on the broad ground that our legal 
provisions are not in tended to be obstructive bu t helpful, should not
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im pede the freest m otion in  nil legitim ate channels, b u t should guaran-
tee ju s t la titude in  the direction of all true work and progress.

And the com m ittee to whom the address was referred, rep o rt—
In  the m atter of dispensations reported  as g ranted  d uring  the year, 

the Committee would sta te  th a t such dispensations seem to have been 
issued for good an d  sufficient cause ; and  they are in  accord w ith  what 
has been the practice in  th is ju risd ic tion , and may well be approved on 
th e  g rounds set forth  in  the address under review.

After some rou tine business had been transacted, “  The G rand C hap-
te r  was called from labor to refreshm ent, and th e  C om panions d ine 
together in  accordance w ith th e  ancien t custom  in th is ju risd ic tio n .” We 
like th is custom, and it  doubtless has m uch to do w ith the represen ta-
tion  from th e  subordinates being com plete. T here is no unoccupied 
seat a t th a t board.

Com panion Jo h n  P . Sanborn  was elected G. H. P.
T he Com m ittee on C orrespondence m ade a very sho rt report, no-

ting  only th a t the Craft were harm onious and  prosperous.
Com panion Sanborn  opened in  am ple form  the eigh ty-th ird  A nnual 

Convocation in  1881, and representatives from all the Chapters again 
answered a t the call of the roll.

T he G. H. P . recom m ended a d im inution  of the fees for the Degrees, 
and  the com m ittee on th e  address in troduced  an am endm ent to  the Con-
s titu tio n  in  accordance therew ith.

T he com m ittee appointed a t the last convocation to prepare a copy
of the R itual of the degrees, reported, and the copy is to be placed in
th e han d of the G rand L ectu rer, and there is to be no o ther—(if it can be
avoided).

After dinner, C om panion Sanborn  was again  elected G. H. P ., and  
Com panion W illiam R . Greene re-elected G rand Secretary.

The C om m ittee on C orrespondence m ade a report of seven lines.

SOUTH CAROLINA.

M. E . Comp. F . F . Gary, G. H. P ., opened the A nnual Convocation o f 
th is  G rand  C hapter on the 15th of February , 1881, representatives from 
21 Chapters being present.

The G. H. P rie s t draws a very gloom y p icture  o f th e  condition  of the 
R oyal C raft in  th a t State, and inform s us th a t no less than  21 charters 
were recalled in  consequence of th e  death  of th e  Chapters, and  six o th-
ers were in  a doubtfu l condition  ; and the finances of the G rand C hap-
ter are in  a m ost d istressing condition.

In  consequence of the resolution  of the G eneral G rand Chapter, and 
the adoption  of a C onstitution  recognising  only the four C apitu lar De-
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grees, th is  G rand  C hapter re turned-the records of the G rand Council to 
the keeping of the old G rand Recorder.

The mileage and per diem  to the various members was-paid in  two 
certificates—one to be cashed, the o ther not, thus gain ing tim e w ith 
th e ir  debts.

Companion J . Adger Sm ythe was elected G rand H igh P riest, and J . 
E . Burke, G rand  Secretary.

A report on correspondence was m ade by Com panion Burke, b u t not 
published for w ant of funds.

TENNESSEE.

The fifty-second A nnual Convocation of th is G rand C hapter was held 
on the 11th of November, 1880, w ith Com panion Joe H . Bullock,-G. H. 
P riest, and  representatives from  53 Chapters.

On the condition  of the Order, we extract from the address of the G.
H. P r ie s t :

T his is a sub ject th a t dem ands our serious consideration. D uring 
the last few years several o f our Chapters have forfeited their C harters.
O thers th a t s till exist are in  a languishing condition, while very few are 
live, w orking bodies. A num ber of causes have operated  to b ring  about 
th is  result.

1. T he m ultip licity  of new O rders th a t have sprung up  w ithin the 
last few years.

2. The railroad m anner in  which degrees are conferred, and the con-
sequent ignorance of the work and lectures resulting  therefrom.

3. The pernicious practice of keeping one m an, however good and 
zealous he may be, continually  in  office as H igh Priest, so th a t no one 
else learns the work.

To my m ind th e  only rem edy is a thorough system  of instruction. 
The question  to be considered is, how can th is  be accom plished? The 
appointm ent of a G rand Lecturer, as recom m ended by Comp. W right, 
in  his report to me, which will be read to the G rand Chapter, I  would 
heartily  indorse, if the financial condition of the G rand C hapter would 
w arrant. Our financial condition as a G rand C hapter is such th a t I  
cannot m ake such a recom m endation,

I  would suggest that the G raud H igh P riest be authorized to appoint 
a t least one Com panion in  each Congressional D istrict whose duty' it 
shall be to visit and  in stru c t such C hapters in  his D istric t as may desire 
in struction , w ithout expense to the G rand Chapter.

T his recom m endation was adopted, and G rand V isitors appointed . 
W e have frequently expressed our views of the value and necessity of 
these v isitations, and anticipate great good from it.

T here is no report on correspondence.
Comp.-Gideon R  G winne was elected G. H. P riest, and Comp. Joh n  

Frizzell, whom we m et a t D etro it in  1879, and for whom we contracted  
a very great lik ing  and esteem, was elected G rand Secretary.
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TEX-AS.
T he proceedings of the th irty -first A nnual Convocation of the G rand 

C hapter of th is  State, held on the 9 th  of December, 1880, w ith Comp. 
Z. E . Coombes, G rand H igh Priest, and  representatives of 50 Chapters 
present.

The address of the G rand H igh P riest and  th e  reports of the several 
G rand Visitors show the Craft to be in  fair order. T he G. H. P riest 
m ade no allusion to the th reaten ing  attitud e  of the G. G. Chapter, bu t 
Comp. E lg in  in  h is report on correspondence deals liberally  w ith  the 
subject. And as th is  question of d isc ip lin ing  the G rand C hapter of 
Texas is one near the hearts of m any m em bers of the G. G. Chapter, 
and  will doubtless be b rought up  for action  a t the next T rienn ia l Con-
vocation of the G. G. C hapter in  1883, we will very extensively extract 
for the en ligh tenm ent of our Companions. If th is unreasonable con-
test is continued, it cannot bu t resu lt in great in ju ry to the Craft. I f
the G. G. C hapter had cu t off com m unication by resolution, i t  in  some 
parts would only have been a “ brutumfulmen.”

T hen we give you w ithout com m ent the following :
There it is again. Com panions D rum m ond and Frizzell have w rit-

ten  various pages on th e  subject, and the only argum ent, if  an argum ent 
a t all, is  contained in  the above extract from  the report of the m inority  
com m ittee. I t  is based on the false prem ise th a t the G rand  Chapter 
was legally created by the General G rand C hapter, and of its own will 
and pleasure rebelled against its authority  and dissolved its connection. 
And Comp L aruer asks : “  Has not every constituen t C hapter of the
G rand C hapter of Texas the same righ t to  annul its allegiance w ith th e  
Grand C hapter of Texas ? ” We answer Comp. L am er th a t u nder the 
same circum stances three constituen t Chapters of the G rand Chapter 
would have the rig h t to  do so, and form a new G rand Chapter. I t  was 
doue in W est V irginia and Comp. L am er nor any o ther m em ber of the
General G rand Chapter ever raised an  objection. The only difference 
was that the M other G rand Chapter, w ith a m agnanim ity  th a t 
would become even the General G rand Chapter, acknowledged the 
correctness of the course, bid the new G rand C hapter Godspeed, and  
sent i t  on its m ission with its  blessings and  advice. We refer Comp. 
L am er to our last report for our views on the question. We have no 
desire to  discuss it. We regard the question as one of policy only, 
being convinced th a t the present G rand C hapter is as legal as th a t of 
V irginia, W est V irginia, Pennsylvania, Canada or Nova Scotia, and if  
Comp. L arner will convince us of one single benefit th a t will resu lt to 
Royal Arch m asonry in  Texas by com ing under the ju risd ic tion  of the 
General G rand Chapter, we will w ithdraw  all objection and use what-
ever iufluence we m ay have to  accom plish it. Now, Com panion, i f  you 
th in k  of a single one, tro t him  out.

Comp, D rum m ond disclaim s any bitter feeling, b u t appeals to  us to  
say if  he was no t righ t in  feeling indignant, as he acknowledges he did, 
and  s till does, a t the charge m ade by the com m ittee, of which Comp.
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Botts was chairm an, against the General G raud Chapter, which he con-
strues to be au im putation  against the d istingu ished  Masons whom he 
names. We say th a t the committee never inquired  who were responsi-
ble for the action of the General G rand C hapter ; they m entioned no
names, and it was no reflection upon the distinguished Com panions 
whom he m entions. When it was proposed to enter in  the confedera-
tion , the com m ittee had a righ t to show the past action of that Body in 
regard to Texas, and  if it had transcended its powers, or violated 
Masonic usage, i t  was legitim ate to point it out. They undertook to 
show the tendency of the General G rand C hapter to grasp a t power. 
In  doing so they cited  its trea tm en t of Texas, as showing how punct-
ilious i t  was to the form ation of the Chapters that composed the origi-
nal G rand C hapter of Texas, and how it overlooked all form ality as to 
those which formed the one organized under the General G rand Chap-
ter, and in  p roof showed up a C hapter formed under an old charter 
granted  nearly ten years before in blank, fo ra  Chapter nearly  100miles 
d istan t from the place where i t  was organized. W e see no personal 
im putation  in  this. The reflection was against the action of the G rand 
Body itse lf and not the individual members I f  the record is wrong it 
is not our fault, bu t the responsib ility  rests w ith the General G rand 
C hapter. Those in  Texas know from personal knowledge some of the 
facts stated, and we will venture to say it  cannot be proven that any 
m eeting  was ever held a t the place m entioned in  the charter a lluded to.

W e th in k  Comp. D rum m ond dodges the question when he says the 
cases which we m entioned of Chapters w hich formed sundry  G rand 
Chapters having worked under Lodge charters, th a t they happened 
before the G rand Chapter system was formed, while those in  Texas 
were formed afterwards. Of course, a fter a Grand C hapter was form ed 
C hapters in  the several ju risd ic tions took charters u nder them . 
He seems to forget th a t Texas at th a t tim e was au isolated Republic,
and  formed no part of the U nited  States, was as d istinct as E ngland or 
Mexico. In  th a t R epublic there was no G rand Chapter system, and 
the General G rand C hapter bad no more righ t to interfere than E ngland 
had.

He declines discussing the question as one of policy, and says we
shifted the line of argum ent when we stated  that the separation was m ade 
by the political separation of Texas. We com bine the two statem ents 
in  one sentence because the reply to them  is so in tim ately  connected.

The resolution of our G rand C hapter declared that the separation was 
m ade by the separation of our State from the governm ent of the U nited
S tates. I t  was d istinctly  based upon th a t ground, and treated as an ex -
isting  fact. Since then the G rand C hapter has acted on th a t basis. 
The com m ittee could not, w ithout insu lting  the G rand Body, argue a 
question to it which it had  decided sixteen years before, and  had acted 
upon as res adjudicata ever since.

We do not believe we owe any duty to the General G rand Chapter, 
more than  to any o ther G rand Chapter, and therefore the com m ittee 
only discussed the policy of the measure. On the o ther hand, in  dis-
cussing the question with Comp. D rum m ond, i t  was not inappropriate 
to defend the form er action of the Grand Chapter.

We have heretofore stated  the position of Texas and  given the history 
of the form ation of the G rand C hapter. T he position  assum ed by the 
General G rand H igh  P riest and the com m ittee as to the theory of the
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Constitution of the General G rand C hapter is no t w arranted by the in -
strum en t. The Second Section of the Constitution says that i t  is a “ con-
federation of G rand C hapters,” and cau exercise no powers not consist-
en t therew ith ; and that all powers not granted by the C onstitution are 
reserved to the G rand and subordinate Chapters, aud to the ind iv idual 
Masons. I t says, further, that it cau exercise no doubtful powers nor
any powers by im plication  merely. U nder w hat clause in  the Consti-
tu tion  is i t  proposed to coerce us?  W ill some one give us the chapter 
and verse?

Again, the same section says : “ I t shall have no power of dicipline,
adm onition, censure or instruction  over the G rand C hapters.’’ I t  ap -
pears to us, th a t it Texas is one of the G rand Chapters belonging to the 
Confederation, M. \  E .•. Comp. Frizzell very grossly violates th a t clause 
in  his address, for it not only contains “ censure” and “ adm onition ,” 
b u t recom m ends “ discip line.” We th in k  he would do well “ to pluck 
out the m ote,” etc.

B ut they say our own C onstitution  recognized th e  au thority , etc., of 
the General G rand Chapter. G ranted  ; b u t i t  also provided for its 
am endm ent, and it has been am ended.

The General G raud C hapter does not, and has no righ t to give an o r-
ganic law to a G rand Chapter. Each G rand  Chapter makes its own or-
ganic law, aud  alters it  a t will, which is the h ighest exercise of sover-
eignty.

They say every officer and m em ber has obligated h im self to  support 
and m aintain the General G rand Chapter. T his is the m ain argum ent,
if  it  deserves to be so called, th a t has been used by those who oppose 
us, and  they h u rl i t  a t us on all occasions, either openly or covertly, 
charging us as being unfaithful an d-fa lse . Every Com panion exalted 
in  E ngland, Canada, V irginia or Pennsylvania, we presum e, is obliga-
ted to support the G rand C hapter u nder which he is made. B ut when
he leaves that ju risd ic tion , and goes in to  another, his obligation chan-
ges, and attaches to the new. The obligation is the same in  every 
Lodge, and  yet we see new G rand Lodges formed whenever a  new State 
is organized. W ill the Comm ittee explain how it is th a t in  one case it 
is “  irrevocable,” and  n o t so with the o ther?

VERMONT.
T he sixty-fourth A nnual Convocation of th is  G rand C hapter was held  

on the 17th o f June, 1881, Alfred A. H all, M. E . G rand H igh P riest, in  
the chair, and representatives from 21 Chapters.

From  the G rand H igh P riest’s address, we find—
“ D uring my official connection w ith th is  G rand Body, I  have often 

noted  the fact th a t subordinate Chapters do not always choose the best 
m en for officers. I t  is not a m atter th a t concerns a siDgle Chapter, b u t 
one of general in terest. O ur in stitu tion is judged of by its mem bers,
aud  often by its officers, and it is of the h ighest im portance th a t selec-
tions be m ade w ith  g reat care. ‘B ut,’ says m y technical friend, ‘our 
elections are held w ithout nom inations o r previous arrangem ent. E lec-
tioneering  is unm asonic.’ ”

The business was confined to m atters of local in terest purely.
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Comp. H om er M. P helps was elected G rand  H igh  P riest, an d  Comp. 
W m, H. S. W hitcom b, G rand Secretary.

Comp. Edw ard S. D ana again presented the report on correspondence.
We don’t exactly th in k  he is altogether correct in  either p art of the fol-
low ing extract, for we know  of no G rand C hapter th a t  has added the 
insurance excrescence to its o ther duties, no r are we aware th a t there is 
any G rand C hapter th a t is n o t using  its best exertions to arouse its Com-
panions to  a zealous perform ance of th e ir duties. B ut we are not su r-
prised  a t the sentim ents of the w riter, for he has never encountered a 
sim ilar condition  of things, and  cannot im agine how com pletely “ hope 
deferred m aketh the heart s ick .” Yet we see the dawn of a better day, 
masonically, as our depressed and dejected people beg in  to  realize that 
th e ir constant efforts are being rew arded :

The Craft seems to  be in  a prosperous condition, except in  some of 
the Southern States, where they have “ gone w ild ” over insurance asso-
ciations, and o ther “ strange gods or are indolen tly  waiting, w ith the 
hopefulness of Micawber, for “ som ething  to tu rn  u p ,” when wholesome 
labor and unselfish devotion would cure all th e ir present ills, and  remove 
all their discouragem ents.

He regretted  the absence of our M. E . G rand H igh  P riest Cobb, and  
hoped no “ accident had  befallen him  and we equally regret to  sta te  
th a t such, however, was the case—a railroad accident.

We find him  enlarging on the doctrine of New York, th a t th e  presence 
of the charter is not necessary, though  desirable, and  says :

I t  is  sim ply  the evidence of th e  act of th e  G rand Body g ran tin g  the 
rig h t to the C hapter to  work ; the absence of the parchm ent issued by 
the G rand Body, i t  seems to us, cannot abrogate the au thority  thus del-
egated to the subordinate Chapter, any more th an  it  would the power of 
a  Judge, com m issioned by the G overnor of a State, if  he failed to  have 
h is commission in  h is pocket while sitting  upon the bench.

VIRGINIA.

The pam phlet before us contains the proceedings of th e  seventy-th ird
4.nnual Convocation of th is  M. E. G rand  Chapter, held on the 16th of 
December, 1880, w ith Comp. Samuel M. Bowman, G. H igh Priest, and
representatives from 22 C hapters.

T he G. H. P rie st reports “ th a t the C raft in th is ju risd ic tio n is in a
very healthy condition, and  harm ony prevails.”

The reports of the several D istric t Deputy G rand L ecturers betoken a 
very m ixed condition of the Craft. Some Chapters are doing well, while 
in  every D istric t there are some which are m erely alive. We find the 
consolidation of two Chapters. T his we th in k  the best course to  pur- 

6
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sue. C hapters no t active soon find th e ir m em bers indifferent and  neg-
ligen t—then comes an inab ility to have regu lar m eetings, a gradual d im i-
nu tion  of m em bers, a decrease in  funds, deb t to  the G rand  Chapter, 
and loss of charter. One strong  C hapter can do m ore good th an  twenty 
weak ones.

T here has probably been, however, a s lig h t increase of m em bership 
d uring th e year.

No report on correspondence.
Comp. Peyton Skipw ith Coles was elected G. H. P riest, Comp. Isaacs 

being  re-elected G rand Secretary.

W EST VIRGINIA.
T he n in th  A nnual Convocation of th is  G rand C hapter was presided 

over by the G. H. P riest, M. E. Comp. John  W. G rantham , and  held  on 
th e  13th of November, 1879, w ith representatives from  9 subordinates.

T here was b u t one question  subm itted  for decision of the G. H igh  
P riest, to  w hich he answered : “ An app lican t for these degrees m ust be 
a M aster Mason in  good stand ing  ; and  to be in  good stand ing , he m ust 
be a m em ber of some L odge.” To w hich the C om m ittee on J u risp ru -
dence s a y :

Your Com m ittee on Ju risp rudence respectfully  repo rt th a t they are 
not prepared to  approve of the decision of the M. E. G. H igh P riest, to 
the effect th a t a non-affiliated M ason is not eligible to the C hapter De-
grees.

W hile we believe th a t a M aster Mason, applying for th e  C hapter De-
grees, should be a m em ber of some Lodge, we do not th in k  th a t the 
G rand C hapter would be justified  in  tak ing  any action w hich would 
unfavorably affect the standing of a non-affiliated Mason in  advance of 
the action of the G rand Lodge upon the subject.

U ntil the G rand  Lodge declares th a t a non-affiliated Mason is n o t in  
good standing, in  the opinion of your com m ittee a non-affiliated M ason 
is not, by reason of such non-affiliation, inelig ib le to  the C hapter D e-
grees.

No report on correspondence.
Comp. A rthur L insel was elected G rand H igh P riest, an d  Comp. Odell

S. Long, G rand Secretary.
In the same pam phlet we also have the proceedings of the ten th Con-

vocation, under the supervision of Comp. L insel, G rand High Priest,
w ith  representatives from seven Chapters present, held on the 8th of 
November, 1880.

In  relation  to the condition  of the Chapter, the G rand H igh  P riest 
says :

I am glad to state th a t a num ber of the Chapters in our State are do-
ing nobly for the Royal C ra ft; they seem to be im bued w ith  th a t fervency
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and zeal th a t should actuate all Royal Arch Masons. I  regret to say that 
from the best inform ation I  have, we have some Chapters in  th is ju ris -
diction  th a t have a nam e to live, yet they are dead.

There is no repo rt on correspondence.
The pam phlet is so mixed in  the b ind ing  th a t we can examine i t  no 

fu rth e r—pages no t num bered, tu rn ed  upside down, so th a t we are not 
certa in  th a t we are correct when we announce th a t Comp. Wm. H. H. 
F lick  was made G rand H igh P riest, and Comp. Long, G rand Secretary.

WISCONSIN.
Com panion M. L . Youngs, P . G. H, P riest, as G. H. P riest, in  due 

form opened the th irty -first A nnual Convocation of th is G rand Chapter 
on the 15th of February, 1881, b u t there not being a constitu tional quo-
rum  of subordinates present, the G rand C hapter was called off u n til the 
22d of February, when Com panion F red  R ing  J r .,  G. H. P riest, presided, 
w ith representatives from  49 Chapters.

The business m igh t have been said  to have been of local in terest only, 
but for the form ation of a G. G. Council, which claim s exclusive ju ris -
d iction over all te rrito ry not occupied by those who organized this au -
gust G eneral G rand Body. B ut we find our W isconsin Com panions
busy in  perfecting  th e ir system  w ithout a proper fear of th e  displeasure 
of the G. G. Council. They report a wonderful increase in m em bership
since they have adopted th e “ p lan .”

Com panions R ing and W oodhull were re-elected to the offices of G.
H . P rie st and G rand Secretary, respectively.

Comp. J . P . C. C ottrill, as usual, m ade one of Comp. C ottrill’s reports 
on correspondence.

He is b itterly  opposed to the use of substitu tes in  conferring  the de-
grees, and  gets off the following sublim e, and  we ven ture to  say in im i-
table, d istich  th e re o n :

So, substitutes, come on,
We care not a b it how m a n y ;
W e’ll welcome all, and  take you in,
And cheer you all, w ithout regard 
To w hether you are few or sev era l; and 
Our rhym e shall be as irregular 
As your progress in  the Chapter.

H e very properly opposes m aking cheap m asonry, and th inks m asonry 
“ would live in  any ju risd ic tio n  am ong true hearts, i f  not a single de-
gree were conferred in  a year.” He opposes any insurance attachm ent, 
in  which he agrees with our G rand Chapter, and  favors our system  of 
having each C hapter bear the expense of its representatives, instead  of 
receiving mileage and per diem.
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And now, Com panions, we have b ro ug h t th is  report to an end. In  
the start, we determ ined to m ake it  a very short one, w hich we assure 
you involves more labor than  one more lengthy. T his we were inclined  
to do, in  consideration  of the probable sm allness of the exchequer of 
th e  G rand Chapter. We hope we have n either d isappointed  you or 
ourself.

Our extracts have n o t been either m any or long, except in  regard to 
th e  G eneral G rand C hapter and Texas, and  then only because it  is still 
an open question, and one on which your representative will be called
upon doubtless to  vote in  1883.

The perusal of the several proceedings has given us sincere pleasure, 
yet n o t altogether unm ingled  w ith pain . We have seen th a t many, very 
m any worthy and exalted Companions, u nder the inflexible law of na-
ture, have gone to “ th a t bourne whence no traveler re tu rn s ;” b u t we 
have also learned, w hat pains us m ost, th a t our beautifu l and blessed 
Order is not properly appreciated by very m any of the Craft, and  th a t 
th rough  indifference m any altar-fires have either been allowed to go out 
o r are only flickering, giving bu t a spasm odic and  im perfect ligh t to 
those who m igh t otherwise seek the boon of admission.

W e have learned th a t g reat d iscretion  m ust be exercised by not only 
our G eneral G rand C hapter in  its  dealings w ith Texas, bu t also by the 
G eneral G rand  Council in  regard  to  Councils n o t acknow ledging its  
ju risd ic tion , or such a storm  will arise as will endanger the entire 
fabric.

W e have learned, too, th a t as tim e b lunts the energies, i t  is proper 
th a t those who have long been serving the Craft should give place to 
those younger, and  more zealous, and  stronger. F o r w hich reason the 
w riter hereof, who has served th is  G rand  C hapter as its correspondent 
lo! these m auy years, should re tire  and let some more able craftsm an, 
and one who can better com m and his time, take up the work on w hich 
he has been engaged so long, and  continue i t  to  the greater edification 
and renown of th is  M E . G rand Chapter.

To our confreres of the quill we bid  adieu. They have ever treated 
us w ith all the consideration we deserved, and w ith  uniform courtesy; 
and so long as the sands of life continue to  run, th e  com m unings th a t 
we have had with them  will constitu te a green spot in  m em ory,—and 
to you all, our Companions of th is  ju risd ic tion , we bid you, as reporter, 
adieu.

P . J. PILLANS.
So Com panion P illans wrote, b u t as will be perceived the G rand Chap-

te r would no t let him  retire. G e a n d  S e c e e t a e y .
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GRAND SECRETARY’S A N NU AL REPORT.

GRAND CH A PTER  OF ALABAMA,
In Account with DANIEL SAYRE,

G r a n d  S e c r e t a r y .

1880. CR.
Deo. 7. By Dues a t G rand  Convocation................................... 567 75

17. By C ontingent F u n d  •  200 00
25. By Dues of O. Schevenell of No. 1 2 ........................ 4 00

1881.
Jan . 11. By Dues from  Zerubbabel No. 56 ............................  9 00

$ 780 75
1880. DR.

Dec. 17. To am ount paid G rand T reasurer..................567 75
1881.
Mar. 22. To paid  Dues to  G. G. C h a p te r   8 21
April 7. “ “ Expenses on Proceedings................. 1 25

25. “  “  B arre tt & Brown, p rin tin g ................ 134 40
Ju ly  8. “  “  B arrett & Brown, p rin tin g ............. 1 00
Aug. 9. “  “  E xpressage...........................................  35
Sep. 22. “  “  A llred & B eers    1 50
Dec. 1. “  “  G rand  T reasu re r.. ............................  66 29—$ 780 75

M o n t g o m e r y ,  December 6, 1881.
D A N IEL SAYRE, 

G rand  Secretary.
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GRAND T R EA SU R E R ’S A N N U A L  REPORT.

W ILLIAM  H . DINGLEY,
G r a n d  T r e a s u r e r ,

I n  A ccoun t  w i t h  t h e GRAND CH A PTER  OF ALABAMA.
1880. DR.

Dec. 3. To Balance..............................................................  71 89
17. “ Received from G rand Secretary ................567 75

1881.
Dec. 1. “ Received from G rand Secretary ................ 66 29 - § 705 93

1880. CR.
Dec. 8. By Companion P alm er J . P illan s ....................  25 00

“ Com m ittee onFor.C orre sp on d en ce ...7500
“  Com m ittee on Work, J . H . J o h n s o n .. .  32 25

9. “ “ “ L. W. J e n k in s .. . 35 00
“  “  “  II. C. A rm strong. 12 00

13. “  G rand  S en tine l............................................... 15 00
17. “  “  . S ecretary ............................................200 00

“  “  T reasu rer...........................................  25 00
“  C ontingent F n n d ........................................... 200 00

1881.
Dec. 0. “  Balance on b a u d ............................................ 86 68 - $  705 93

M o n t g o m e r y , Decem ber 6, 1881.
WM. H. DINGLEY,

G rand Treasurer.
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EE PO ET ON FINANCE.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alabama:
Your Com m ittee on F inance would inostr espectfully report th a t they 

have examined the reports of the E ig h t E xcellent Grand T reasurer and  
E ig h t E xcellent G rand  Secretary, and  find them  correct.
S ince last report the E. E . G rand Seeretary has received from

all sources..................................................................................................$780 75
All of w hich has been properly  disposed of, as per p roper vouchers su b -
m itted to us.
The E . E . G rand T reasurer had on hand  a t la st report  71 89
H as received from  G rand  S ecretary       63£ 04

M aking a total o f   $705 93
And has paid out on proper vouchers subm itted  to u s   619 25

Leaving balance in  h is h a n d s ........................................................$ 86 68
E stim ated  receipts a t th is  Convocation   438 75

M aking a to ta l o f  $525 43
Of above am ount your com m ittee recom m end the following ap p ro pri-

ations to m eet cu rren t expenses of th is  y e a r :
To Com panion Dingley, G rand T reasu re r.....................  25 00
“ “ Sayre, G rand  S ecretary.............................200 00
“ “ P illans, F oreign  Correspondence  75 00
“  G rand Secretary, for C ontingent F u n d ......................200 00
“  G rand S entinel................................................................... 15 00—$ 515 00

Leaving a probable balance o f ............... 10 43
F raternally  subm itted .

D ANIEL SM ITH , Chairm an.
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W ith  th e  num ber of Members, am ount ot Dues paid  to the G rand Chap-
ter, and the num ber of those Advanced, Presided, Received and Ac-
knowledged, Exalted, Affiliated, Rejected, and D im itted, since last 
R eturn.

NAMES AND NUMBERS OF CHAPTERS,

1
5
6 

13
20
21
22
23
24 
26 
28 
34 
38 
40 
44 
54 
64 
66 
71 
73 
83
85
86 
87 
93 
96

100
102
104

N a m es o f  C h a p t e r s .

T uskaloosa. . .
E an o m ia ........
Cyrus...............
G ainesv ille ..,  
Livingston ..
Mobile.............
M ontgom ery..
Talladega.......
E ufau la ...........
U nion..............
Saint J o h n s . .
H erm on..........
Decatur . . .  .
Camden...........
Choctaw.........
T yrian .............
C e n tra l...........
A labam a........
L andm ark  . . .
G ordon ...........
B e ll .................
G aston...........
Coosa...............
M o u lto n ........
C olum bus___
Daniel P r a t t . , 
Rock M ills .. .
Cross P lains 
W eog ufka ....

$17 25
21 75 
8 00

18 75
15 00
22 50 
39 25 
15 75

>■
B

18 00
30 00 
22 50
18 75 
12 75

9 75 
38 25 
14 25
19 50

14 25
18 00
12 75
15 00
13 50 
24 00 
11 25
18 75

20 25

!V
Cb

1 2 .
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AT EEST.

“  A fte r  life's f itfu l f e w , they sleep well."

Joh n  E . Chapm an, Aug. —60 y e a rs . .. . Gainesville................... ..N o . 13
Socrates Parker, May 6 . ......................... L iv ingston ................... . .  “  20
Isaac B. Faunce, Jun e  13....................... M ontgom ery................
Jam es Hervey Joiner, Sep. 6—62 years. Talladega..................... . .  “  23
Joh n  Duncan M cCormick, May 29___ Eufaula.......................... . .  “  24
M artin H. Sm ith, Sep. 22........................ S ain t J o h n s ................. . .  “  28
John  F. F orem an ....................................... H e rm o n ........................ . .  “  34
Lawrence S. B an k s.................................... 1
Jam es S. Clark............................................ j D ecatur.......................... . .  “ 38
Abner D ill, Oct. 20.................................... C hoctaw ........................ . .  “  44
George W. S tew art.................................... T y r ia n .......................... . .  “  54
Jam es M. Bridges, Jan . 6—72 y ea rs ...  j
G reen B. W haley, Mar. 16— 68 y e a rs .. L a n d m a rk ................... . .  “  71
B riton  Seayey, Ju ly  13—65 y ears .........
Asa M. Hodges, Aug. 22 ......................... M oulton........................ . .  “  87
K ufus W. P enny , Oct. 24 ........................ Cross P la ins................. . .  “ 102
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S A C R E D  T O  T H  E~M E M O R Y

James Heryey Joiner,
G r a n d  H i g h  P r i e s t .

D IE D SE P T E M B E R 6 t h , 1881,
I n  th e  62d y e a r  o f  h is  age.

“  S in ce  th e n  w o a re  so  l ia b le  to jb e  d isp o s -
sesse d  o f  th i s  e a r th ly  ta b e rn a c le ,  l e t  n s  lo o k  
u p o n  o u r se lv e s  as o n ly  te n a n ts - a t- w il l  ; a n d  
h o ld  o u r se lv e s  in  p e rp e tu a l  r e a d in e s s  to  d e -
p a r t  a t  a  m o m e n t’s w a rn in g .” —Jam a ; Har-
vey's Meditations among the Tombs.

Death conquers all things, we must yield to Death,
Li I'H! IU I UJj'M ! 117 HI 11*11(11

spm

\
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SU SP E N D E D  EO E NON-PAYM ENT OF D U E S.

M o n t g o m e r y  No. 22.—Joh n  Egger, Joh n  W. Sim pson, R ufus K. 
Boyd—3.

E u f a u l a  N o. 2 1 .— A d d is o n  A. W alker— 1.
S a in t  J oh n s  N o. 28.—M ichael Carter, N athan D. Greene—2. 
L a nd m a r k  N o. 71.—Joh n  Jolly, D aniel K. T rant, David Chancey, Da-

vid Chaneey J r . ,—4.
G o r don  No. 73.—W illiam  Shirley, Charles J .  Reynolds, Wesley E. 

W adford—3.
B e l l  N o. 8 3 .—R i c h a r d  Cole, W i l l i a m  D. Hood—2.
W eo g u e k a  No. 104.—Joh n  T. G lenn—1.

EEIN STA TED .

David B. B ry a n t.., 
Thom as Robinson, 
G ilbert R. T ra c y ..

. M ontgomery
E u fau la ........

.Cross Plains.

No. 11
“  24
“  102
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RECAPITULATION.

C h ap te rs  th a t  m ade E e tu rn s ......................................................................... 29
C hap ters th a t  p a id  D u e s   ..................................................................  26
C hap ters th a t  w ere re p re se n te d .................................................................  25
N um b er of R ep resen ta tives p re se n t......................................................... 31
M em bers rep o rted  a t th is  C o n v o ca tio n .................................................. 677
E s tim a te  o f m em bers n o t re p o rted ......................................................   132
D ues received a t th is  C o n v o ca tio n  $500, 75

WoEK OP THE YeaB.
A dvanced s in ce  las t G ran d  C o n v o ca tio n ............................................................20
P re sid ed  “  “  “  “   22
R eceived a n d  A ckn o w led g ed ..........................................................  20
E xalted  s in ce  las t G ran d  C o n v o c a tio n .............................................................. 17
Affiliated “  "  “  “     5
R ejected  “  “  “  “    0
D im itted  “  “  “  “   24
D ied  “  “  “  “   16
E xpelled  “  “  “  “     0
Susp en ded  for U . M. C ................. .-....................................................................... 0
Suspended  for N. P . D ................................................................................................16
R e in s ta te d ......................................................................    3

S t a te op t he Chap t ees.
C h ap te rs  squ are  upon  th e  B ooks..........................................   26
C h ap ters u n d e r D isp en sa tio n   ....................................................   0
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MEMORANDA.

REPR ESEN TA TIVES OF O THER GRAND CHAPTERS NEAR T H E
GRAND CH APTER OF ALABAMA.

N e w e l l M . T h o b n t o n , M . D . . . Abbeville.............
W i l l ia m  D . W a d sw o k t h .......... . Montgomery.. . .
J o s e p h  H .  J o h n so n , M . D . . . . Talladega...........
G e o k g e  D . N o k b is , M . D ........ . New M arket.. . . . . . .  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o lo m b ia .
L u c k y  W . J e n k in s , M . D . . . . . Camden.............
P e l e g  B b o w n ..................................... .M obile ............... . . . .  I n d i a n a .
M y l e s  J .  G e e e n e , M . D ........... . Talladega...........
J o hn  G id e o n  H a e e is ................... . Livingston ......... ____K a n s a s .
H e n e y  F . M u l l e n .......................... . Selma..................
P a l m e b  J .  P i l l a n s ........................ . Mobile................. . . .  .L o u i s i a n a .
W i l l ia m S. F o s t e b ........................ Mobile.................,
G eo k g e  D . N o k r is , M . D . . . . . New M arket.. . . . . . .  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .
J a m es E . C o b b ................................... . Tuskegee...........
D a y id C l o p t o n ................................ . Montgomery.. . . ____M is s i s s ip p i .
P e l e g  B bo w n .................................... . M obile ...............
W i l e y  W . B l o o d w o k t h , M . D . .Loachapoka.. . .

. . . .N e w J e r s e y .
J o h n  W. B u s h .................................. Uniontown......... . . .  .N e w  Y o rk .
I I e n e y  C l a y  A e m s t e o n g ........... . Notasulqa.......... . . .  .N ova Scotia.
D a n ie l  S a y k e .................................... . Montgomery.. . .
J o h n  A. P a d g e t t ........................... . Gtreenville............. . . .  Q u e b e c .
G eo k g e  D. N o k b is , M. D ........ . New Market----
P e l e g  B b o w n ..................................... . M obile___ ____ ____T e n n e s s e e .
J a m es  E. C o b b ............................ . Tuskegee........... . . .  .V e r m o n t .
G e o e g e  P. H a kk ison  J k ........... . Opelika. ...........
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R EPR ESEN TA TIVES OF T H E  GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA 
NEAR O THER GRAND CHAPTERS.

E l b e r t  H .  E n g l is h ................... . .  Little Rock ............. .. .  Arkansas.
I saac F .  T o m s................................. . .  Goderich, Ontario. . .Canada.
C h a k l e s  W. H a n c o c k ............. . .  D istrict of Columbia.
S i l a s  0 .  V a u g h a n ........................ . .  Illinois.
D o w n in g  B a u g h , ........................ , .Iow a.
A l b e k t  D . M c C o n a u g h e t . . . . .  Kansas.
W i l l ia m  R y a n ............................... . .  Kentucky.
J a m es  T o d d ..................................... . .  L ouisiana.
J o s e p h  E .  T y l e k ........................ . .  Maryland.
F r e d e r ic k  G . W a l b r id g e . . , . .  M assachusetts.
M o ses  W. G e t c h e l l ................. . .  M innesota.
R o b e r t  L. S a u n d e r s ................ . .M ississippi.
T h o m a s  E .  G a r r e t t ................ .. . .  M issouri.
W i l l ia m  E .  H i l l ..................... . .N ebraska.
F r e d e r ic k  G . W e i s e ............... . .New  Jersey.
W i l l ia m  S h e r e r ........................ . .P . 0 . Box 2065 N. Y.
R ocky  P . E a r h a r t ................... . . .  Salem ..................... . .Oregon.
A n g u s  G r a n t ................................ . .  Quebec.
Au g u s t in e  T, S m y t h e ........... . .  South Carolina.
J on a t h a n  S. D a v is ................... . .Tennessee.
J u s t in W. F .  W a s h b u r n . . . . .V erm ont.
A l e x a n d e r  M. E v a n s .......... . .  West Virginia.
W i l l ia m  G . S w a in ................... . .W isconsin.
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GRAND SEC RETA RIES AND T H E IR AD DR ESS.
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0. A labama....................Daniel Sayre................................Montgomery.
1. A rkansas................... Jam es A. H enry  . ..................L ittle  Rock.
2. C alifornia................. Thom as H ubbard  C asw ell.. .  .San Francisco.
3. C an ad a.................. . .D a v id  M cL ellan ........................ H am ilton, Ont.
4. Colorado................... Edw ard C. P arm elee............... Georgetown.
5. C onnecticut............. Joseph  K. W heeler..................  H artford .
6. D istric t C clum bia..L ew is G uilliam  Stephens . . .  W ashington.
7. Delaware...................H enry B. M cln tire .................... W ilm ington.
8. F lorida ................... DeW itt C linton D aw k in s  Jacksonville.
9. G eorg ia  Jam es E m m ett B lack sh ea r.. .M acon.

10. Illino is G ilbert W ordsworth B arnard .C hicago.
11. In d ian a  John  M. B ram w ell.................. Ind ianapolis.
12. Iow a........................... W illiam  B aker L an g rid g c .. .  .M uscadine.
13. K ansas..................... Jo h n  M. P r ic e ........................... Atchison.
14. K en tu ck y ................. Joseph H . B ranham ..................Louisville.
15. L o u is ia n a ............... .Jam es C. B atchelor................... New Orleans.
16. M aine........................Ira  B erry  ........................P ortland.
17. M ary land ................. George L. M cCahan-................Baltim ore.
18. M assachusetts......... Z ephauiah  H. Thom as  Cam bridgeport.
19. M ichigan.................. W illiam Power Iu n e s ................G rand R apids.
20. M in n eso ta ...............Azariak T. C. P ie rso n ..............S aint Paul.
21. M ississippi...............John Logan Pow er.................... Jackson.
‘22. M issouri................ ..W illiam  II.....M ayo................... Saint Lewis,
23. N eb ra sk a .................. W illiam  R. B ow en...................Omaha.
24. Nevada.................... Jo h n  D. H am m ond.....................Carson.
25. New H am p sh ire ... .G eorge Perley Cleaves.............Concord
26. New JerseyGeorge B. E d w a rd s .. . .  Jersey City.
27. New Y ork  ..C h ristop her G. Fox.................. Buffalo.
28. N orth Carolina ..D o n a ld W. B a in ......... Raleigh.
29. Nova S co tia .............George T. Sm ithers.   Halifax.
30. O h io ......................... Jam es N esb itt............................ Troy.
31 Oregon...................... Rocky Preston E arh a rt  Salem.
32. Pennsy lvania...........Jo h n  T hom son .......................... P hiladelphia.
33. Quebec...................... Angus G ra n t...............................M ontreal, box 744.
34. R hode Island .......... W illiam  R. G reene....................Providence.
35. South C arolina. . .  .Jam es E . B urke......................... C harleston.
36. T en n e ssee ............. John  F r i z z e l l . ........................Nashville.
37. Texas R obert B rew ster    —. Houston.
38. V erm ont....................W illiam  H. S. W hitcom b . . .  .B urling ton .
39. V irgin ia.................. W illiam  Bryan Isaacs.............. R ichm ond.
40. W est V irg in ia .........Odell Squier L o n g ....................W heeling.
41. W isco n sin ...............John  Wesley W oodhull . . .  Milwaueke.
42. U nited States.......... C hristopher G. F o x ............... Buffalo, N. Y.
43. E ngland  and W ales.Frederick B in ek es................... Loudon, W. C.
44. Ire lan d ,.................... .Sam uel B. O ldham   . .  D ublin.
45. E ngland  and Wales Albert G. G oodall..................... New York, 142 B ’y.



C O U N C I L O F H IG H PRIESTS.
TH IR TEEN TH  CONVOCATION.

M o n t g o m e r y ,  December 7, 1881.
The Council of High Priests for the State of Alabama 

met at the Masonic H all, in the City of Montgomery, 
on W ednesday, at \ .\  o’clock, P. M.

P R E S E N T :

H e n r y  C l a y  A r m s t r o n g .......................................................... P resident.
P e l e g  B r o w n ,  as ...........................................................................Vice P resident.
M y l e s  J. G r e e n e ,  a s ................................................................C haplain.
G e o r g e  W . T a y l o r , a s ................................................. T reasnrer.
N o b l e  G . D e l e s h a w ,  as ...........................................................Recorder.
W i l l ia m  S. F o s t e r .......................................................................M aster of Ceremonies.
A n g u s  M. S c o t t ,  as.....................................................................Conductor.
J o h n  R e e v e s ,  as............................................................................ H erald .
E d m u n d  R. H a s t in g s ..................................................... . . .  .S tew ard.

P r e s e n t . — Companions James M. Brundidge, James 
Davidson, Lucky W. Jenkins, William D. Wadsworth, 
Joseph H. Johnson, William W. McCollum, W illiam S. 
Ford.

The Council of High Priests was opened in Ample 
Form.

Petitions for the Order of High Priesthood, accompa-
nied by the proper and necessary vouchers of having 
been elected and installed to preside over Chapters of
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Royal Arch Masons, and the necessary contribution,
were received from the following Companions :

William W. Screws, of M ontgomery No. 22.
Joh n  I t  G oldthw aite, of T yrian  No. 54.
B eujam in F. Cassidy, of L andm ark No. 71.

And were referred to the Committee of the W hole, 
and a ballot was had, and they were elected.

The Applicants were then introduced, set apart, and 
consecrated, to the Order of High-Priesthood in solemn 
form.

The Council proceeded to the election of officers for 
the ensuing year, and the following were duly elected :

O F F IC E R S :
H e n r y  C l a y  A r m s t r o n g .............................................P resident.
P e l e g  B e o w n ................................................................ Vice P resident.
M y l e s  J e f f e r s o n  G r e e n e .................................... .... .C haplain.
G e o r g e  W . T a y l o r .......................................................Treasurer.
N o b l e  G. D e l e s h a w .....................................................Recorder.
W i l l i a m  S. F o s t e r ........................................................M aster o f  Ceremonies.
A n g u s  M. S c o t t ..............................................................Conductor.
J o h n  R e e v e s ....................................................................Herald.
E d m u n d  R . H a s t in g s ................................................... Steward.

And then, after reading the minutes, the Council of 
High Priests was closed in Solemn Form, until the next 
Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of the State 
of Alabama.

N O BLE G. D ELESH A W ,
Recorder.


