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PROCEEDINGS.
The M. Ex. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of 

Alabama held its Eifty-first Annual Grand Convocation 
at the New Masonic Temple, in the City of Montgomery, 
on Tuesday, the 4th day of December, A. D. 1877, A. L. 
5877, Anno Inv. 2407.

PR E SEN T :
JAMES E. COBB Grand High Priest.
JAMES MILTON............................................................Deputy G. H. Priest.
LUCKY W. JENKINS Grand King.
WILLIAM S. POSTER ..................................... Grand Scribe.
WILLIAM H. DINGLEY.............................................. Grand Treasurer.
DANIEL SAYRE......................................................   Grand Secretary.
WILLIAM B. WOOD, as ..........................'.....................Grand Chaplain.
JAMES H. JOINER............................................... Grand C. of H.
WILLIAM D. WADSWORTH. ............................ Grand P. Sojourner.
WILLIAM W. McCOLLUM.......................................... Grand R, A. C.
BENJAMIN L. ALLEN Grand M. 3 V.
NEWELL M. THORNTON............................................ Grand M. 2 V.
WILEY W. BLOOD W ORTH. .................................... Grand M. 1 V.
JAMES DAYIDSON Grand Sentinel.

P A S T G R A N D O F F IC E R S :

PELEGBROWN Grand High Priest.
HENRY CLAY ARMSTRONG..................................... Grand High Priest.
MYLES J. GREENE Grand High Priest.
JAMES M. BRUNDIDGE Grand King.
JAMES II. JOINER..........................................................Grand King.
PALMER J. PILL ANS..........................................   Grand Scribe.
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And High Priests, Kings, Scribes, and Proxies, from 
Subordinate Chapters, as follows:
No. 6. Cyrus............................... William B. Wood*............. . ..H . P.ti 9. C lin ton............................ Benjamin L. Allen*.......... 11
“ 13. Gainesville................ . ..  -j Edward N. K ring..............

John B. Lanford................
it

. . .  S.«( 17. Wetumpka........................ Thomas P. Whitby*.......... . . .H . P.it 90. L ivingston....................... John Gideon Harris*........ it
<( 21. M obile..............................

1
William S. Foster*............

' William D. W adsworth...
it
it

(( 22. Montgomery.....................1

1

Joseph Winthrop M oses.. . . .  K.
1 Edmund R. Hastings........
' Myles J. Greene...............

S.
. . .H . P.(< 23. T alladega........................ 1 Joseph H. Johnson*.......... . . . E.

James H. Joiner*............. . . .  S,ft 24. Eufaula............. .............. James Milton......................
if 28. Saint John’s ...................................... j William W. McCollum 

i Philip Milhous*.................
a

... K.ft 35. Janies L. Daniel.............. Sowell C. Woolfolk*......... . ..H . P.
it 40. Camden............................ j I Lucky W. Jenkins............

i Francis P. M. Gilbert*. . .
it

. . .  K.<( 44. Choctaw............................ Lemuel J. Mooney*.......... . . .  H .. P.tt 64. Central.......................... Isaac Johnson.................... . . .  K.
l( 66. Alabam a........................ .. -j Oliver S. Beers..................

| William G. Little*........
it

. . .  S.ft 71. Landmark........................ James M. Bridges............ . ..H . P.ft 73 t(
(( 76. E lyton.............................. Sam Thompson.................

j Louis T. Wimberly..........
it
it

M 80. Loachapoka......................- ( Wiley W. Bloodworth*. . . . . .  K.
( George P. Harrison Jr* ... . . .  ' Si(( 87. Moulton............................ DeWitt Clinton W hite___ ...H . F.(( 90. Greenville ........................ James L. Dunklin*.. ((

ti 93. Columbus......................... Joseph A. Adams___. . . . ((
tt 94. Cowikee.............................

(
Thomas Swanson*.............

. Samuel P . Sm ith...............
tt

it

ti 96. Daniel P ra tt................... < Lleuelyn Spigener.............
' Mark Hirscher*..................

K. 
. . .  S.

tt 98. Oxford.............................. Joshua Draper*.................. . . .H . P.a 99. Thomas M. Bragg.......... John A. Padgett................. . . .  S;a 100. Rock Mills........................
(

George W. T aylor.............
. Alexander McColiister___

H. P.
it

<( 102. Cross P lains....................<: Jacob F. Dailey*................
' Robert R. Savage..............

K. 
. . .  S.a 103. W arrior..................... .. Secretary W. Chapell*. . . . . i.H . P.

*Proxies,
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The M. Ex. Grand Boyal Arch Chapter was opened in 
Ample Eorm.

Prayer by the B. Ex. and Bev. Grand Chaplain.
The M. Ex. Grand High Priest delivered his Annual 

Address, and on motion of Companion Oliver S. Beers, 
it was referred to a special

COMMITTEE ON GRAND HIGH PRIEST’S ADDRESS.

Oliver S. Beers, of Alabama No. 66.
Joseph H. Johnson, of Talladega No. 23.
Peleg Brown, of Alabama No. 66. ,
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GRAND HIGH PRIEST’S ANNUAL ADDRESS.
 • • •  -

Companions o f the Grand Chapter:
The circumstances which surround us to-day are in favorable contrast 

with those of our last Annual Convocation, and afford us cause for con-
gratulation, encouragement, and gratitude. Threatening clouds ob-
scured the dawn of the Masonic year just past—the beams of its setting 
sun gave unwonted brightness to our sky. To the fears which erewhile 
possessed every heart, have succeeded confidence and the assurance of 
hope. We have waited for the better days, as those who “  watch for the 
morning,” and now do we not see, full orbed above our horizon, the morn-
ing’s herald ? If, indeed, our long night is overpast, happy are we if, 
through its dark watches, our characters have been purified and strength-
ened. An expression of trust in God, and the recognition of his guid-
ing-hand in  the affairs of life, is demanded of those who would know the 
mysteries of Masonry. Nor is this expression and recognition the re-
quirement of an idle and unmeaning ceremony. To receive the degrees 
of the Order with intelligent appreciation of the lessons taught, is to 
stand at last within the veils of our sanctuary with that steadfast faith 
which purifies motive, and directs and controls action.

Let our rejoicings, then, be with timbrel and harp, as we join the glad 
acclaim of thanksgiving and praise, ascending from all parts of our com-
mon country, to an overruling Providence, for mercies vouchsafed and 
blessings secured. ‘1 For this God is our God forever and ever ; He will 
be our guide even unto death.”

But the occurrences of life are presented to us in contrast, and with 
the song of rejoicing are often mingled the notes of the funeral dirge. 
Hope and despair, sunshine and storm, joy and sorrow—these are the 
mingled antitheses of a checkered existence.
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A good man, and a pillar of strength to our Order, has fallen. Since 

last we met, Companion W i l l ia m  E. B e a ib o  has gone to his reward.
For many consecutive years, and to the time of his death, he was a 

member of this Body as High Priest of Fulton Chapter, and rarely was 
his seat vacant. Modest in the* expression of his views, but wise in 
counsel, and ever faithful to the trust committed to him, his loss is to ns 
a calamity. Recently, prior to his death, he was appointed to represent 
the Grand Chapter of West Virginia near this Grand Chapter. His com-
mission did not reach him, but remains with our Grand Secretary. His 
sterling worth, his long and faithful service, and his representative char-
acter, call for suitable testimonials at your hands. Reverently we ap-
proach his new made grave to deposit this humble offering of respect to 
his memory.

In  the interchange of courtesies with the Grand Chapter of West Vir-
ginia, I  appointed Companion A  M. Evans to represent us near that 
Grand Chapter.

Since we have reached this city, the sad intelligence conies to us that 
we must add yet another name to our roll of worthy dead. Past Deputy 
Grand High Priest J .  M cC a l e b  W i l e y  is no more. He died at his home, 
in  Troy, on Sunday last, having completed an active and eventful life of 
more than three score years and ten.

His was a positive character ; but with the sterner traits, which enabled
him to impress himself upon those with whom he was brought in  contact, 
were united, in an eminent degree, the gentler attributes of warm attach-
ments, and a sympathy for the distressed that had expression in  contin-
ued works of active benevolence. He loved our Order, and sought op* 
portunity to promote its interests.

I make this announcement of the decease of one so long connected 
with this Grand Chapter, regretting my inability, on the moment’s call, 
to do justice to his worth.

No greatsnumber of calls for official action, was made upon me during 
.the past year. A few applications were received for dispensations to
elect officers, after the time prescribed had passed. I complied with the
request, in this regard, of Tuscumbia Chapter No. 10, for the reasons, as

S



8 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [1877.
represented to me, that the failure to elect at the proper time was caused 
by unavoidable accident, and that the interests of the Chapter required 
an election at an early day. The other applications were denied, no suffi-
cient cause of remissness being shown.

I received a petition from the surviving members of Mineral City 
Chapter—whose charter had been forfeited—for permission to reorganize 
this Chapter; and coming to me, as i t  did, strongly indorsed by our 
Worthy Grand Secretary, I  caused a dispensation to issue in  accordance 
with its prayer. You will doubtless be called upon to revive this charter 
and will take such action in  the premises as your wisdom shall suggest.

I  granted dispensation to Greenville Chapter to confer the several 
degrees at one convocation, upon candidates in  waiting to receive them. 
To this I  was mainly induced by representation of the necessity existing 
that the work should be correctly exemplified in  this Chapter, and the 
assurance that the services of Right Excellent Daniel Sayre had been 
secured for the purpose.

I  have since learned from companion Sayre that this work was done on 
four successive evenings, the intervals being devoted to instruction ; 
and that there were marked evidences of good results accomplished.

In exercising the dispensing power I have acted in the line of precedent,
but I invite your attention to the doubt expressed by learned Masons as
to the extent of the powers possessed by Grand High Priests in  this re-
gard. W hat powers, if  any, do these officers have, other than such as 
are conferred by constitutional provision ?

This being a continually mooted question, should receive attention 
from you, and such decision that my successors shall be in  no doubt of 
your opinion.

In obedience to what appeared to me to be your expressed wish, I
attended the tri-ennial convocation of the General Grand Chapter, at 
Buffalo, in  August last.

The proceedings had at this convocation have been published, and a 
copy will be furnished to each subordinate Chapter in  the United States. 
Hence, I  need not attempt to speak of the matters upon which action was 
had. I t  suffices to say that, the convocation was largely attended, and its
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proceedings were conducted in  the utmost harmony. Representatives 
from all parts of the extended jurisdiction were there to consult in  the 
unity of masonic charity and zea l; and from the sympathy of hearts thus 
aglow, good results to the Order may be expected to be gathered in 
coming years.

In your resolution of instruction to me, you were pleased to express
your strong desire that no action should be taken tending to enlarge the 
powers of the General Grand Chapter to the detriment of State Grand 
Chapters. I  am gratified to believe and report that no danger exists a t 
this point, if  I  may judge from the tone of expression given.

The revised constitution proposed by the committee, is published in  
full in the proceedings, and it  may not be amiss to submit it  to a com-
mittee of this Body, in  advance of the next tri-ennial convocation of the, 
General Grand Chapter, that, from their report after careful consideration 
of its provisions, you may be the better prepared advisedly to express 
your views of its merits.

I  can not refrain from noticing, gratefully, the unremitting efforts of 
the companions of New York, and of Buffalo especially, in the entertain-
m ent of their guests. Their large-hearted hospitality contributed in no 
small degree, to render the convocation a season of refreshing to those 
whose privilege it was to be present. Long will we retain the recollec-
tion of our visit to the beautiful “ Queen City of the Lakes,” and of the 
brotherly greeting and kindness received there.

I t  gratifies me to state that, from intercourse with companions, official 
and otherwise, I  deem the prospects of the Order, in  this jurisdiction, a t 
least encouraging.

I  am informed that steps are being taken to have restored to their pla-
ces on our roll, Chapters whose charters were forfeited, under the pressure 
of financial embarrassments, and the demoralization of disturbed politi-
cal and social relations, Individual companions, too, under the influence 
of that more healthful tone pervading society everywhere, are experiencing 
a rekindling of their masonic zeal, which the unrelenting necessities of 
poverty, and the forebodings of a future which seemed to hold a “ still 
lower deep,” repressed.
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These are omens of cheer. But much remains to be done. There is 

still laxity in  discipline to be corrected ; remissness and neglect of duty 
to be rebuked ; and reviving hopes to be encouraged and strengthened ; 
and it behooves you, assembled in Grand Convocation, to determine 
what may be done to the attainment of these desired ends.

Official visitation by members of the Grand Council, would doubtless 
be efficacious in  the accomplishment of good results here, as it  does in 
other jurisdictions. One or more annual visits to each subordinate 
Chapter by the Grand officers, would afford gratifying evidence of your 
oversight and regard, and would be the most effectual means of having 
plaeed before you the true condition of the Craft.

In  this way, too, might be accomplished more readily than in  any other 
the dissemination of the work and lectures. I make these suggestions
rather to stimulate inquiry than by way of recommendation.

The question of the practicability of the adoption of such system, is 
one fraught with difficulties, in  view, chiefly, of the depleted condition 
of our treasury. The spectre, “ hard times,” shows his grim visage to 
warn us to prudence in  any course requiring the expenditure of money. 
I t  may, however, be possible so to curtail expenses, that the necessary 
means may be secured without material increase of dues. Or, if this 
system of official visitation can not be provided for, would i t  not be well 
to require each High Priest to append to the returns of his Chapter a
detailed report of its condition, showing especially the number of convo-
cations held during the year and the average attendance ?

Bofore passing from the matter of expenditure, it has occurred to me 
that there is one point at which curtailment may be properly had. It 
has been your-pleasure to present to each retiring Grand High Priest a 
jewel, or other evidence of your regard. Without underrating the inesti-
mable value which these tokens possess to the recipients, I  am constrained 
to invite discussion of the question, can you afford to continue the custom 
of their bestowal? Or, are you not in danger of exalting a sentiment, 
hqwever worthy in  itself, at the sacrifice of higher and more vital inter-
ests ?

If  so, I  urge you to take such action, by resolution or otherwise, that
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will relieve you of the seeming necessity of awarding these favors here-
after. The highest evidence of your confidence and esteem, is not con-
tained in the presentation of jewels of gold and silver and precious stones, 
but in the fact of being thought worthy by you to be called to this exalted 
station.

And now, companions, my second term of office draws to a close. Pre-
suming that it will be your pleasure, as I  trust it may, to retire me from 
official station, I  take this occasion to renew my expressions of grateful 
acknowledgment. A half score and more of years have come and gone 
since first I  clasped hands with many of you around our holy altar. They 
have been years of mingled good and ill—of trials and triumphs—but 
their retrospect offers, than these annual reunions, no more enticing rest-
ing place to memory. Some whom we loved have preceded us to “ that 
bourne whence no traveler returns others, in the fullness of years, are 
waiting in the Beulah Land for the Master’s summon. The work of to-
day is ours—let us perform it well. The future is hidden. We may not 
look adown its dim vista afar, nor know where rolls the dark river. But 
whether it holds for us days or years—so God’s will is done.
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The Grand Secretary made his Annual Report, and it 
was received and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
( See Appendix.) 

The Grand Treasurer made his Annual Report, and it 
was received and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
( See Appendix.) 

The Companion Grand Secretary offered the following 
resolution, and it was adopted:

TYKIAN NO. 5 1  REINSTATED.

Resolved, That Tyrian Chapter No. 54, which has not been represented 
in  this Grand Chapter since 1873, and the charter of which has thereby
become forfeited, be, and the same is hereby, reinstated with all its for-
mer rights and privileges; and the members thereof are hereby author-
ized to hold an election for officers at their earliest convenience, to re-
main in  office until the annual election in  June.

Companion Henry Clay Armstrong offered the follow-
ing resolution, and it was adopted:

CLAYTON CHAPTER NO. 63.
Resolved, That Clayton Chapter No. 63 have sixty days to make returns 

and pay dues.

A similar resolution was offered by Companion William
B. Wood as to

CYRUS CHAPTER NO. 6,

And by Companion Henry Clay Armstrong as to 
TUSCUMBIA CHAPTER NO. 10, 

And they were both adopted.
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REPORT ON M. M. DEGREE.

The Committee on Work, by Companion Henry Clay 
Armstrong, made report on the M. M. Degree, and the 
report was received and concurred in. 

Companion John Gideon Harris was presented as the 
duly accredited representative of the Grand Chapter of 
Kansas, and he was received and welcomed. 

Companion George P. Harrison Jr. was presented as
the duly accredited representative of the Grand Chapter
of Wisconsin, and he was received and welcomed. 

The following Special Committee was appointed on the 
death of Companions James McCaleb Wiley and William 
E. Beaird, v iz : 

Companions Myles J. Greene, 
John A. Foster, 
William W. McCollum.

And the Committee subsequently made the following 
report: •
To the Most Excellent Grand Boyal Arch Chapter of the State of Alabama:

Your committee, to whom was referred so much of the Grand High 
PriesPs address as relates to the death of Past Deputy Grand High Priest 
J . McCaleb Wiley, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave 
to submit the following report. For ages, and among all organized 
bodies of men, banded together for a praiseworthy end, as their numbers*
one by one, cease to labor on earth, it  has been a commendable custom 
in  some way to extol and commemorate what was worthy in their lives
and characters. Especially has this been the case when he who falls
asleep has made such “ footprints on the sands of time,” as impress for 
good the generations that succeed him.

In  obedience to this time-honored custom, and also as an expression of 
our profound grief at his loss, and our admiration of his many virtues, 
we Would commit to posterity the following tribute to the memory of our 
loved and lost companion.

James McCaleb Wiley was bom in  Gabarras county, N. 0., A. D. 1806,
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He received, for the period, a liberal education in his native State. At 
the age of eighteen years he came to and became a citizen of Lawrence 
county, Ala.

He began active life as a physician, and located in Dallas county. 
Thence he emigrated to New Orleans, where, in  attending to his patients, 
he contracted yellow fever, from which he barely escaped with his life.
When convalescent he went to Mexico in quest of health. He resided 
awhile at various points on the Pacific Coast, and then went back to the 
Gulf at Tuspan, where he spent some time in the practice of his profes-
sion. While there he joined the regular army, and became aid-de-camp 
to Santa Anna, then Mexican Dictator. Later he was promoted to the 
rank of Colonel.

This period of his life was full of adventure. He was repeatedly 
rQbbed and was thrice wounded in battle.

At this point your committee cannot refrain from recording an episode 
in  the life of Companion Wiley, which attests his ardent and unfaltering 
patriotism, and at the same time furnishes a beautiful and practical de*- 
monstration of the teachings of our Order.

In  1836, during the Texas revolution, on one occasion while On dress 
parade, Col. Wiley was ordered by Gen. Santa Anna to march his regi-
ment to Port Alamo, Texas. Instead of obeying the order, he deliberate-
ly removed the epaulettes from his shoulders and said: “I refuse to fight
my countrymen. ” Por this act of open insubordination he was imme-
diately ordered under arrest, tried by court martial, and sentenced to be 
shot. But being a prominent Freemason, the influence of his brethren 
secured for him a temporary reprieve. He was transferred from prison 
to prison, until the battle of San Jacinto was fought on 21st April, 1836, 
when he was released and restored to his command. But he soon retired 
from the service, and returned to the United States, locating in  Butler 
county, and began the practice of the law. In  1839 he removed to Clay-
ton, Barbour county, and lived there until 1850, when he removed to 
Troy, Pike county, where he resided continuously until the time of his 
death.

Companion Wiley was extensively known throughout the State, and 
was frequently called to . occupy important and distinguished official po-
sitions, in all of which he exhibited a degree of ability and fidelity that 
proved him to be worthy of every trust committed to his hands.

His generous nature and benevolent disposition impelled him not only 
to seek membership in, but to take an active part in the labors of, every
humanitarian institution within his reach. And as an evidence of the
esteem in which he was held by those among whom he labored, there ex-
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ist Subordinate Lodges of Masons, Odd Fellows, and Good Templars 
which bear his honored name.

Companion Wiley became a member of this Grand Chapter in 1845,
from which time until his death he was present at every annual convoca-
tion. He was elected Deputy Grand High Priest in 1845, and also in  
1861, 1862 and 1863. He raised five sons, all of whom he initiated into 
the mysteries of Freemasonry.

For some months past his family and friends have been made anxious 
on account of his failing health, and on the 2d day of December, A. D. 
1877, full of years and honors, surrounded by loving friends, faithful 
brethren, and his devoted family, he calmly and peacefully breathed his 
life away.

To you, Companions, who knew him so long and so well, it were worse 
than needless to enumerate the many virtues that adorned his character.
Faults and imperfections he had—as who has not ?—but his errors were
always of the head and not of the heart.

In  conclusion we offer the following resolutions, and recommend their 
adoption:

1st. That we tender to the family of our deceased Companion our 
heartfelt sympathies in  this afflicting dispensation of Divine Providence.

2d. That a memorial page of our printed proceedings be dedicated to 
his memory.

3d. That a copy of this report be sent to his family.
Your committee, to whom was also referred the duty of writing a notice 

of the death of Companion William E. Beaird, regret that they are in 
possession of less material out of which to compose a fitting notice of his 
death. Companion Beaird was so modest in his nature, so retiring in
his disposition, that it was seldom he could be induced to accept office, 
and therefore he never sought it. But having been for many long years 
a constant attendant upon the Grand Chapter, he could not always avoid 
that which he always insisted there were others so much more capable of 
filling, in  consequence of which he was frequently Grand Master of one 
or other of the Veils, and Grand Principal Sojourner. And at the time 
of his death he was the honored representative of the Grand Chapter of 
West Virginia.

In  conclusion, your committee can safely aver that within their knowl-
edge there was not within the bounds of this Grand Jurisdiction, a more 
earnest or a more conscientious Mason than Companion William E.
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Beaird, and therefore they make the same recommendations that they
did in the case of Companion Wiley.

Fraternally submitted.
MYLES J. GREENE,

Chairman.

The Grand High Priest announced the following
STANDING COMMITTEES :

On C h a r t e r e d  C h a p t e r s  No. 1.—John A. Padgett, Isaac Johnson, 
Joshua Draper.

On C h a r t e r e d  C h a p t e r s  No. 2.—Louis T. Wimberly, Joseph A. 
Adams, Jacob E. Dailey.

On C h a r t e r e d  C h a p t e r s  No. 3 .—Newell M. Thprnton, Secretary W> ' 
Chapell, William G. Little.

O n  D is p e n s a t io n s .—Edward N. Kring, William W. McCollum, Francis 
P. M. Gilbert.

On F in a n c e . — Wiley W. Bloodworth, James L. Dunklin, James M. 
Bridges.

On B y- l a w s , S u s p e n s io n s , E x p u l s io n s , a nd  A p p e a l s . —Samuel P . 
Smith, George W. Taylor, Lemuel J. Mooney.

On J u r is p r u d e n c e .—Peleg Brown, Myles J. Greene, Palmer J. Pillans.

And then, after prayer by the B. Ex. and Eev. Grand
Chaplain, the Grand Chapter was called from labor to 
refreshment until to-morrow morning at 8^ o’clock.
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IN  G R A N D  C H A PT E R .

W ednesday M o r n ing , December 5,1877.
The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to

labor at 8J o’clock, the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, James
E. Cobb, presiding; the other Grand Officers at their 
several stations.

Prayer by the K. Ex. and Bev. Grand Chaplain.
The minutes were read and approved.
Companion Palmer J. Pillans made his report on

Foreign Correspondence, and it was received and ordered
to be spread upon the minutes, and printed with the 
proceedings. And the following preamable and resolu-
tion acconipanying it was concurred in and adopted :

RECOGNITION OF G. R. A. 0. OF QUEBEC.

W h e r e a s , A Grand Royal Arch Chapter has been duly formed in  the 
Province of Quebec, Dominion of Canada, with the entire approbation 
and sanction of the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Canada, within whose juris-
diction it lay, and has been recognized by it, therefore be it

Resolved, That we hail with pleasure this new Grand Chapter, and 
greet fraternally the M. Ex. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Quebec, and 
pray that its usefulness may be great and enduring.

Companion Oliver S. Beers made the following report 
on the Grand High Priest’s Address, and the report was 
received and concurred in :

a
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REPORT ON GRAND HIGH PRIRST’S ADDRESS.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alabama:
C o m p a n io n s . — Your committee to whom was referred the annual address 

of the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, respectfully report, that they have care-
fully read and considered this exceedingly appropriate deliverance, and 
beg to express their thanks for the privilege of thus renewing their con-
tact with the noble sentiments and judicious views so acceptably and
eloquently'expressed in  the able message under consideration.

Your committee concur fully in all the official acts stated and opinions 
expressed by the M. Ex. G. High Priest in his address, and commend 
them to the approval of the M. Ex. Grand Chapter.

We heartily sympathise with the M. Ex. G. H. Priest in his feeling 
remarks in reference to the loss of the worthy companions, William E. 
Beaird and James McCaleb Wiley, P. D. G. H. P., who have so recently
been called hence by death, being thus translated to the higher compan-
ionship of “just men made perfect;” and we recommend that this portion 
of the address be referred to a special committee of three with instructions
to prepare and report to this Grand Chapter suitable memorial resolutions 
in  testimony of our regard for these loved and lost companions.

Your committee recommend that so much of the address as relates to 
the powers of the M. Ex. G. H. P., “other than such as are conferred by
constitutional provision,” be referred' to the Committee on Masonic
Jurisprudence for report at their convenience. Also that the M. Ex. G. 
H. Priest, It. Ex. D. G. H. P ., King, and Scribe, be constituted a com-
mittee to examine the proposed revised constitution of the M. Ex. Grand 
Chapter of the United States and report upon the same at our next annual 
convocation.

Respectfully submitted,
OLIVER S. BEERS,

Chairman.

Companion Newell M. Thornton, from the Committee 
on Chartered Chapters No. 3, made the following report, 
and the report was received and concurred in :

REPORT ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 3.
To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alabama :

Your Committee on Chartered Chapters No. 3 beg leave to report, that
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they have carefully examined the returns submitted to them, and find the 
following

c o r r e c t :

No. 85 1 Oxford............................No. 98
“ 87 | Rock Mills    “ 100
“ 94 ICross P lains............................  “  102
“ 96 I

in c o r r e c t :

J e f f e r s o n  N o . 81.—Initials and abbreviations used, dues charged at 
50 cents and set down in  the wrong place, owes $6,25; dues not indorsed 
on the back, date of 1 death not given.

G r e e n v i l l e N o. 90.—Under the head of “Degrees Conferred” all the 
names repeated under all the subordinate heads, whereas they should
only be under the head of “Royal Arch Masons.”

C o l u m bu s N o. 93.— Dues not set down in the column of Dues, no
postoffice set down, recapitulation not filled up.

T ho m a s M. B r a g g  N o. 9 9 . — Slovenly made out, abbreviations used, 
year A. L. not filled up, seal crank-sided.

W a e e io e  No. 103.—Dues charged at $1,50, for 2 years, instead of being 
made out for one year at 75 cents, and the dues for 1876 added at the 
bottom.

All of which is fraternally submitted,
NEWELL M. THORNTON,

Chairman.

The Grand Chapter proceeded to the election of Grand 
Officers for the ensuing Masonic year, Companions 
George W. Taylor and Newell M. Thornton acting as 
tellers; and the election resulted as follows :

G aston ........
Moulton . . .  
Cowikee 
Daniel Pratt

ELECTED GRAND OFFICERS.
J a m es E. C o b b ..................Tuskegee......................... Grand High Priest.
J a m es  M i l t o n ..................Eufaula Deputy G. H. Priest.
L uck y  W. J e n k in s ..........Allen ton  Grand King.
W i l l ia m  S. F o s t e r ..........M obile Grand Scribe.
W i l l ia m  H. D in g l e y . .. .Montgomery...................Grand Treasurer.
D a n ie l S a y e e ....................Montgomery....................Grand Secretary.
W i l l ia m  B. W o o d ............Florence Grand Chaplain.
J a m es  H. J o in e r ............... Talladega Grand C. of H.
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The Grand High Priest elect announced the following: 

APPOINTED GRAND OFFICERS.

W i l l i a m D. W a dsw ob ^ h . .Montgomery Grand P. Sojourner.
W i l l ia m  W . M cC o l l u m . . S e l m a .   ......................... Grand I t .  A. C.
G e o e g e  W. T a y l o b  Rock M ills   Grand M. 3 V.
N e w e l l  M. T h o e n t o n  . . .  Abbeville  ...............Grand M. 2 V.
J e s s e  L. A d a m s ..................Tuskegee........................ Grand M. 1 V.
J a m es D a v id so n ................Montgomery ................. Grand Sentinel.

Companion Palmer J. Pillans ollered the following 
resolution, and it was adopted:

DUES REMITTED TO TUSKEGEE NO. 43.
Resolved, That the dues of Tuskegee Chapter No. 43, be remitted and a 

new charter granted to it free of charge, that Chapter having lately lost 
its hall, furniture, jewels, and charter by fire.

INSTALLATION.

The Grand Officers not heretofore installed, were in-
stalled in Ample Form.

REPORT ON THE R. A. DEGREE.

Companion Henry Clay Armstrong, of the Committee 
on Work, made report on the II. A. Degree, and the re-
port was received and concurred in.

And then, after prayer by the B. Ex. and Eev. Grand
Chaplain, the Grand Chapter was called from labor to 
refreshment until o’clock to-morrow morning.
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IN  G R A N D  C H A PTE R .

T hu r sday M o r n ing , December 6, 1877.
The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to 

labor at 8J o’clock, the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, James 
E. Cobb, presiding; the other Grand Officers at their 
several stations.

Prayer by the Pi. Ex. and Hev. Grand Chaplain.
The minutes were read and approved.
Companion Wiley W. Bloodworth, of the Committee 

on Einance, made report, and the report was received
and concurred in. ( See Appendix.)

Companion John A. Padgett, from the Committee on 
Chartered Chapters No. 1, made the following report, 
and the report was received and concurred in :

REPORT ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 1.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alabama„•
•Your Committee on Chartered Chapters No. 1, beg leave to report that 

they have carefully examined all the returns submitted to them, and find 
the following

Tuscaloosa............................... No. 1
Cyrus  . . “ 6
Clinton ...................................  “ 9
Tuscumbia . . : ......................... “  10
Gainesville...............................  “ 13
Wetumpka .............................. “ 17
Mount M oriah........................  “ 19

Mobile.......................................No. 21
Talladega ................................ “  23
Eufaula..................................... “ 24
Union........................................ “ 26
Saint John’s  ................. “ 28
James L. D aniel...................... “ 35
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L iv in g s t o n  N o. 20.—Seal very indistinct and seems to be worn out, and 
if  so, we suggest tbat the Chapter procure a new one.

M o n t g o m e r y  No, 22.—Not signed by the High Priest, nor by any one 
for him, and no reason assigned for the omission.

Fraternally submitted.
JOHN A. PADGETT,

Chairman.

Companion Louis T. Wimberley, from the Committee
on Chartered Chapters No 2, made the following report, 
and the report was received and concurred in :

REPORT ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 2.
To the M. -Sc. Grand Chapter of Alabama :

Your Committee on Chartered Chapters No. 2, respectfully beg leave to 
report that they have examined the returns submitted to them, and find 
the following

Camden..................................... No. 40
Choctaw  .........................  “  44
Alabama....................................  “ 66

Gordon......................................No. 73
Elyton ..........................  “  76
Loaehapoka.  ........................  “ 80

in c o r r e c t  :

C onco r d  No. 37.—No postoffice set down.
C l a y t o n  N o . 63.—No seal.
C e n t k a l  N o. 64.—Name not indorsed on the back, year A. L. not filled 

oat, seal in  bad order.
L a nd m a r k N o. 71.—Becapitulation not filled out, no date to attesta-

tion.
Fraternally submitted.

LOUIS T. WIMBERLY,
Chairman.

Companion Henry Clay Armstrong offered the follow-
ing resolution, and it was adopted:
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HERMON CHAPTER NO. 34 REINSTATED.

Resolved, That the Charter of Herman Chapter No. 34 be restored, and 
that Chapter reinstated, on the payment to the Grand Secretary of one 
year’s dues, and that it be allowed 90 days in  which to make said pay-
ment.

Resolved, That said Chapter be authorized to elect officers immediately 
on the restoration of the charter, to serve until the annual election in June, 
and report the same to the Grand Secretary as soon as possible.

REPORT ON THE R. A. DEGREE.

Companion Henry Clay Armstrong, of the Committee 
on Work, concluded report on the E. A. Degree, and the 
report was received and concurred in. 

The M. Ex. Grand High Priest announced the follow-
ing standing Committees of the Grand Chapter:

ON WOBK.

Henry Clay Armstrong......................................................................Suspension.
Joseph H. Johnson.......................... ................................................... Talladega.
Lucky W. Jenk in s ......................................................................Allenton.

CUSTODIAN OF T H E  WOEK.

James E. Cobb, virtuie officii. : ..........................................................Tuskegee.

MASONIC JUBISPBUDENCE.

Peleg Brown........................................................................................Mobile.
Myles J. G reene.................................................................................Talladega.
Palmer J. P illans................................................................................Mobile.

FOBEION COBEESPONDENCE.

Palmer J. P illans................................................................................Mobile.

And there being no further business to be brought 
before the Grand Chapter at this Grand Annual Con-
vocation, the minutes were read and approved.
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And then, after solemn prayer to the Throne of Grace 

by the R. Ex. and Rev. Grand Chaplain, the Most Excel-
lent Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Alabama
was closed in AMPLE FORM, at 10 o’clock and 30 min-
utes, A. M.

DANIEL SAYRE,
Grand Secretary.
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Report on Foreign Correspondence.

To the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, Officers, and Members o f the M. Ex. G,
R, A, Chapter of the State of Alabama:
Having reviewed the proceedings of 37 Grand Chapters, (Florida, Min-

nesota, Maine, Ohio, and Nova Scotia not heing of them,) which have 
been placed in our hands by the R. Ex. Grand Secretary, we proceed, in
as succinct a manner as perspicuity will allow, to lay before you what we 
think may prove either of interest or instruction to you. We sincerely 
hope that our efforts in both directions may be successful.

ARKANSAS.

At the twenty-seventh annual convocation of this Grand Chapter, held 
on 5th October, 187G, the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, E. R. Duval, deliv-
ered a very handsome and eloquent address. Harmony seems to prevail, 
and perhaps lethargy, that lethargy which precedes dissolution, for no 
questions seem to have been submitted to him, nor any applications for 
the organization of new chapters. This latter he hopes may be the re-
sult of the experience of companions, that the too great multiplication of 
chapters leads to weakness and death. He urges the Chapters to illus-
trate their teachings, showing forth by their works the good of Masonry. 
He says tru ly :

“ I t should be the policy—it ought to be the principle—of action with 
the Chapters already in existence to make themselves stronger and bet-
ter—stronger in the exhibit of practical morality, and better in their abil-
ity to impress the teachings of Capitular Masonry. A lifeless Chapter 
begets drones, and drones in Masonry beget absolute worthlessness, and 
worthlessness of necessity leads to the death of the organization. Life 
and activity beget life and interest. I t works out the problem of success, 
and, with this established, the Chapter flourisheth as the “ rose of
Sharon.”

The list of delinquent Chapters is very large, and it is clearly deduei-
ble therefrom that the financial depression which has lain so heavily on
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all this region, has pressed with peculiarly baneful influence on Ma-
sonry.

Grand High Priest and Secretary re-elected.

Sixty-two were added to the Chapters by exaltations, admissions, &c., 
while by death, dimissions, &c., they were diminished by seventy-eight. 

No report on correspondence.

We have the proceedings of this Grand Chapter, which held its nine-
teenth annual convocation on 9th August, A. D. 1870, M. Ex. Compan-
ion, L. H. Henderson, G. Z.

Erom the address of the G. Z., with the reports of the D. G. M’s., we 
are satisfied that Capitular Masonry is not only harmonious but zealous 
in  that jurisdiction. A number of new Chapters were being formed, and 
much work being done.

We were also pleased to see that the cause of difficulty between this 
Grand Chapter and that of the District of Columbia was happily removed, 
and that the good feeling heretofore existing between the two about to be 
fully restored.

Companion Henry Kobertson presented one of his usually complete 
and full reports on correspondence, but we regret that we do not find 
Alabama among those reviewed. This ought not to be, for with postal 
arrangements such as we now have, our proceedings should be in  the 
hands of our Canadian G. S. E. most punctually. Under Connecticut he 
proves his ability to defend his Grand Chapter and his positions, but as 
the matter is rather local than general, we do not quote.

We fully agree with him when he says: “ We do not believe in inflict-
ing any punishment without giving the accused a fair trial.” This in  re-
lation to suspension for non-payment of dues. And in another place : 
“ We do not believe in  placing non-payment of dues (which may be en-
tirely involuntary on the part of the offender) on a par, as far as punish-
ment is concerned, with unmasonic conduct.”

Companion Henderson was re-elected G. Z., and Companion Daniel 
Spry, G. S. E.

We also have the proceedings for 1877 of this Grand Chapter. On the 
2d February an emergency convocation was held. This was to take into 
consideration the formation of the Grand Chapter of Quebec. The Grand

Number of Chartered Chapters
“ that made returns........
“  represented....................

66

.26
13

CANADA.



1877.] APPENDIX. 29
Chapter of Canada gave its consent to the Chapters in  the province of 
Quebec to hold a convention and determine what course they would pur-
sue. This convention determined to organize a Grand Chapter, and did 
so organize under the name and title of “The Grand Chapter of Quebec.” 
The Grand Chapter of Canada then cordially and fraternally extended 
recognition to the Grand Chapter of Quebec.

The twentieth annual convocation was held on 8th August, 1877, Com-
panion Henderson, G. Z., who paid a deserving tribute to the memory of
Companion G. Frank Gouley, Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter of 
Missouri.

Companion Henderson congratulated the Grand Chapter on the har-
mony restored between the Grand Chapter and that of the District of

” Columbia, by the appointment of a representative entirely acceptable to 
that Grand Chapter.

The reports of the several Grand Superintendents of Districts show a 
lively interest in Capitular Masonry, and reasonable growth in the Order.

Companion Bobertson again made the report on correspondence, and 
Alabama for 1876 receives fraternal notice,

Companion Fred. J. Menet, Toronto, was elefcted M. Ex. G. Z., and 
Companion Daniel Spry It. Ex, Grand Scribe, E.

CONNECTICUT.

The proceedings of the seventy-ninth convocation is before us, M. Ex. 
Companion H. W. Coye, G. H. P., in the East. I t  was held on 8th May, 
A. D. 1877.

Masonry in this jurisdiction seems to be harmonious, if not exceed-
ingly prosperous, and the latter condition is attributed by our M. Ex. 
Companion to “ the long continuance of the almost paralyzed financial 
condition of the country.” Our Companions in Connecticut can then 
well realize the condition of those in this more Southern, but less favored, 
portion of the country.

The Grand Chapter of Quebec was recognized at this Grand Convoca-
tion.

There were introduced the following resolutions, which were referred to 
Committee on Revision of Grand Chapter Regulations:

Resolved, That the several Chapters in this jurisdiction be and they are 
hereby authorized and empowered, at any stated Convocation, upon good 
cause shown, and upon such terms as may be just, by a majority vote, to 
rescind the resolution striking a member from the roll for non-payment
of dues, upon the application ef such member in writing, at any time 
within two years thereafter; provided such member shall not, in the 
meanwhile, have become a member of another Chapter. This resolution
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shall apply to all members heretofore stricken from the roll, whether the 
period above limited in which such application can be made has expired 
or not.

Resolved, That no Royal Arch Mason in this jurisdiction, of twenty- 
one years’ good and regular standing, shall be subject to discipline for 
non-payment of dues.

This question of suspension for non-payment of dues has agitated our 
Companions very much. The hardship of being wholly deprived of all 
Masonic recognition without a hearing, and most probably on account of 
poverty, is becoming apparent.

There is no report on correspondence.
The same officers were re-elected.

COLORADO

Held her second annual convocation on 21st September, A. D. 1876, M. 
Ex. Companion, William N. Byers, G. H. P . The M. Ex. reports Capit-
ular Masonry as being harmonious, and sufficiently prosperous, yet he, 
too, complains of the effect of “ hard times and stagnation in business” 
on Masonry.

We are no little surprised that he should have deemed it necessary to
refer the question as to the propriety of conferring the degrees on one
who had lost his right arm to the Grand Chapter. We think that “patri-
otism” is no substitute for the “limb,” nor is the word to be found in  the 
“old regulations” or “Anderson’s Constitutions.”

We give below what he says about suspension for non-payment of dues. 
That question is troubling them there too:

Under the regulations of the Grand Lodge of Colorado, stringent rules 
are enforced by the subordinate Lodges in respect to the payment of an-
nual dues by members. In  consequence, many Master Masons have been 
“stricken from the rolls.” There is a wide diversity of opinion as to the 
effect of this striking from the Lodge rolls upon such as are Chapter 
members in regard to their Masonic standing therein. I  respectfully sug-
gest that the Grand Chapter may very properly consider the subject, and, 
if  thought best, rule thereon.

Companion Parmelee, from the Committee on Correspondence, made 
a very elaborate and excellent report, reviewing our proceedings for 1875 
in  a fair and pleasant manner.

Companion Irvin W. Stanton Was elected M. Ex. G. H, P., and Com-
panion Ed. C. Parmelee continued Grand Secretary,

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
The annual convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on 13th De-

cember, 1876, M. Ex, Companion Geo. B. Clark, G, H. P . There had
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been a semi-annual and special convocation, the latter of which was for 
the purpose of attending the funeral of their M. Ex. P. G. H. Priest, J, 
E. F. Holmead,

The G, H, Priest's address was devoted mainly to the business before
the Grand Chapter, the finances of which are in no very good condition.
Harmony prevails and Capitular Masonry is prosperous.
. For some time past there has been an unpleasant feeling existing be-
tween this Grand Chapter and that of Canada, in consequence of the lat- 
ter’s refusal to recall the commission to Companion Mason as its repre-
sentative, (a full account of which we gave last year,) when requested to 
do so by the M. Ex. G. H, Priest, This culminated at last in  the Grand 
Chapter by resolution striking the name of Companion Mason from the 
Roll of Representatives.

The communication from the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters 
of Mississippi, appealing to the Grand Chapters to incorporate the cryptic 
degrees into the Chapters, and thus save them from destruction and per-
haps loss, was referred to a committee, who reported that they were in 
favor of so incorporating them. This was adopted by Grand Chapter. 
Some difference existed as to arrangement of the degrees. From this re-
port we learn that the degree of Royal Master is still more recent than 
that of Select Master, and that neither of them have any claim to an-
tiquity.

Companion McGrotty again made the report on correspondence. He, 
and so do nearly all the reviewers, congratulate us upon being once more 
restored to the bosom of mother G. G. Chapter, perhaps on the principle 
that misery loves company.

After quoting a question and ruling of M. Ex. G. H, P. of Delaware
as to suspension for non-payment of dues, he says, and we fully agree 
with him, because we do not think that any Mason should be punished
for any offense unless he has had due notice, and a chance for defense:

While we agree with the Grand High Priest in  his decision, we do not 
agree with him as to the law being a landmark. The non-payment of 
dues by a member of a body in any branch of Masonry is a violation of 
his 0. B., and should be punished by charges preferred, and due trial.

On the subject of incorporating the cryptic degrees in the chapter, he
says:

We heartily agree with this suggestion. If such action could be taken
as to lessen the number of Grand and subordinate bodies in Masonry, it 
would produce, in our opinion, incalculable benefit. There are too many 
different bodies, and it is a constant drain on the purse of members, the 
payment of dues, &c., in all, and ultimately results in the dimitting from 
all but one or two bodies, after receiving the degrees. At least, that is
our experience.

4
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We have long doubted the necessity, nay propriety of having so many 

Grand Bodies, with their subordinates, but of late in  this jurisdiction the
lack of interest in cryptic Masonry has brought us to think that unless 
some such step be taken they will receive the appellation “gone”— 
“Carthago fuit.”

Companion J. L. Johnson was made M. E, G. H. P., and Companion 
C. W. Hancock, Grand Secretary.

DELAWARE.

M. Ex. Companion Willis Holden, G. H. Priest, opened the Grand 
Chapter on 17th January, A. D. 1877.

The address is short, announcing that the year has “passed away
almost imperceptibly;” yet it has gone—none have died—harmony pre-
vails. There is a cash balance in  Treasury of $104 00* The report on 
correspondence is made by Companion Mynich on 39 proceedings of
Grand Chapters, and consists of 20 lines.

Companion Mynich was made G. H. P., and Companion J. P. Allmond, 
Grand Secretary.

CALIFORNIA.

The twenty-third annual convocation of this Grand Chapter Was 
opened by the M. Ex. G. II. Priest, Alex. Gurdon Abell, on 10th April, 
A. D. 1877, who, in  his address, is able to say what few G. H. Priests can 
ever say of the Companions who are elected to preside over Chapters. A 
little reading of the proceedings, and especially of these reports by all High 
Priests would enable other Grand High Priests to make the same remark, 
but it is deemed easier to ask the advice of the G. H. P. than to read up 
so as not to require it:

I t  is gratifying to be enabled to report that, during the past year, noth-
ing has occurred to disturb the harmony existing among the Chapters of 
this jurisdiction; that, so far as information has been received, they are 
in a good and prosperous condition; and that their officers, generally, ale 
companions whose zeal, intelligence, and knowledge of the laws of our 
Order are such as to afford little or no room for criticism, Under these 
circumstances, the duties of the Grand High Priest have not been bur-
densome, and, having thus, in  accordance with our law, exhibited “the 
condition of Royal Arch Masonry within his jurisdiction,” it only
remains for him to present a “report of his official acts during the year.”

He recommends the adoption of a rule requiring candidates to be ex-
amined in open Chapter touching their knowledge of the degree just 
taken, before being allowed to receive the next degree.

He favors the adoption of the Council degrees by the Chapters.
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We see that this Grand Chapter is enforcing the regulation requiring a 

certificate of qualification from the Grand Lecturer before a High Priest 
elect can be installed. This will do more to establish uniformity in  work 
than any method we have seen proposed, and will also perfect the 
Chapters.

The committee to whom was referred the communications from Missis-
sippi in relation to the Council degrees reported favorably on the plan,
and Grand Chapter adopted resolutions looking to that end.

The Grand Chapter of Quebec was recognized and welcomed.
Companion Wiggins, Grand Secretary, presented another of his most

admirable reports. His selections are judicious, and his expression of 
his opinions firm and decided, and we are constrained to say usually 
j ust and always amiable and kind. Certainly we cannot say of him as
Carson did of Companion Miles, of Illinois, though we indorse the last 
paragraph:

Companion J. H. Miles presented an excellent Keport on Corres-
pondence, including the proceedings of twenty-nine Grand Chapters, 
in  which he says—nothing. He’s just the stillest fellow we ever did see. 
Gouley’s “sass,” “Lewis’" “imperence,” Drummond’s disquisitions, 
Ogden’s legal learning, Eastman Johnson’s hilarity, and even our own 
brilliant coruscations (that’s the word, ain’t it?) of blinding wit—all these
never move him. Nothing will pry his jaws open. He pursues the silent 

. tenor of his ways like a crystalized Quaker meeting in a state of petrifi-
cation.

But he can out-quote all creation, and each of his reports presents an 
admirable epitome of the different proceedings which he notices.

Companion Henry Hay Knapp was elected M. Ex. G. H. P., and Com-
panion Wiggins as Grand Secretary.

ENGLAND.

We are exceedingly gratified at having received a copy of the proceed-
ings of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England and Wales 
for 1876, and also for 1877, and hope hereafter to receive them regularly. 
These pamphlets each contain a short history of the Mark Degree, and 
showing the difference between a Mark Mason and Mark Master Mason;
the former pertaining to the F. C. Degree, while the latter was only con-

•ferred on Master Masons. We would like to quote this in  full, but our 
limits forbid.

These records show that the Order is without doubt growing in strength 
and influence in the kingdom, and doing good. Its financial condition 

3
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is good. Its subordinates are to be found wherever the Government of 
Great Britain has control.

GEORGIA.

The proceedings of the convocation, held on 25th April, 1877, of this 
Grand Chapter, are before us, Companion Luthur J. Glenn being M. Ex.
G. H. P. This being the fifty-fifth convocation of this Grand Chapter, 
the G. H. Priest indulged in some retrospective, reflections. In  doing 
this he communicates some wholesome truths. Among others, the fol-
lowing:

In the review of this period, while the profane world presents many 
changes and improvements in the arts and sciences, discoveries and in-
ventions, calculated to ameliorate the condition of the family of man, yet 
I  am compelled to add that, in  these latter years, the fiends of evil, un-
bound and let loose in the name of “progress,” have laid violent hands,
at home and abroad, on things held sacred, until the integrity and old
fashioned honesty of our fathers, have given way to fraud and peculation, 
and are sneeringly characterized as “old fogyism.’’ I  have warned you 
before against the modern idea of “progress” in your legislative delibera-
tions. I repeat the warning, and would that my voice could reach and
have influence in some other jurisdictions in which there appears a dis-
position to obliterate some of the original and most valued “landmarks 
of the Order.”

And we cannot help quoting the following, because it so well expresses
the hopes of all in  this section of our country:

We have now entered upon the first year of the second century of our 
country’s existence. With it, thank God, comes the dawn of a brighter 
day. The clouds and gloom that o’ercast the setting of our first centen-
nial sun have been dissipated and scattered. Our own loved and lovely 
South, relieved from the rule of the bayonet, is again clothed in  the 
habiliments of local self-government. The bow of peace, and union, 
and Fraternity again arches our national sky. Hope, long deferred, 
resumes her sway, and bids us press forward. in the paths of peace and 
industry to the relief of our own stricken section, and through it to the 
relief of the whole country. The whole has suffered through its parts, 
and the nation has just awakened to the pregnant truth that it requires 
the health of all its parts to make a perfect whole.

We are glad to see that the finances of this Grand Chapter are now in 
a healthy condition.

The Grand Chapter of Quebec was recognized and greeted. f
Companion Samuel Eawrence made report on Correspondence, kindly 

noticing Alabama and ourself.
We regret that we have not space to reproduce all he says in  arguing 

with Companion Wiggins of California, on the propriety of allowing any
brother present to vote on the application of one for the degrees; thinks



that the Texas rule allowing this, to be. a good one. We most decidedly 
agree with him that upon the application of a profane for Masonic light 
every brother present should be allowed to cast a ballot, for is not 
every brother equally interested as to the material to be introduced into 
the Temple ?

His dissent to the E. A. burial service, is thus put:
Companion Parmelee’s is the first approval of the Eoyal Arch Burial 

service we have met. But horse-doctors, we suspect, abound in Colorado.
Companion Glenn was again elected G. H. Priest, and Companion J. 

Emmett Blackshear, Grand Secretary.

ILLINOIS.

M. Ex. Companion Haswell C. Clarke, G. H. Priest, opened this Grand
Chapter in ample form, on the 26th day of October, 1876.

The G. H. Priest says that the “Eoyal Craft is in  a very prosperous 
condition,” and no less than six new Chapters were authorized during the 
year. He recommends the districting of the State and the appointment 
of D. D. G. H. P’s., whose duty it should be to visit every Chapter in his
district, or the requiring the Grand Officers to perform this duty upon
assignment.

Companion James H. Miles made the report on Correspondence in  his 
usual felicitous style, reviewing proceedings of Alabama for 1875.
Number of active Chapters.......................................................... 160

“ exaltations......................................................................... 811
Total membership.....................................................................................10,828

Companion Arthur E. H. Atkins was elected M. Ex. G. H. Priest, and 
Companion J. H. Miles re-elected Grand Secretary.

. INDIANA.

The Grand Eoyal Arch Chapter of Indiana held its Annual Convocation 
on 18th of October, 1876, Companion Lucien A. Foster, M. Ex. G- H. P . 
From the annual address we extract—
Companions of the Grand Chapter :

On our again meeting in Grand Convocation I am sorry that we have
not a better exhibit of an increase in membership in this Grand Jurisdic-
tion. The cry of hard times, scarcity of money, and the excitement of an 
unusually bitter political campaign, will be at least a partial, and I  hope 
satisfactory, solution of the fact.

Some of our Chapters show a good amount of work done, exceeding
any former year; others are at a stand still, and some, unfortunately, 
have “ advanced backward.”

1877.] " a p p e n d ix . 35
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We have the promise of better times from all the political parties, in

case their particular candidate is successful: and let us hope that such 
will be the case, and that the good times coming will reach our .subordin-
ate Chapters during the next year.

But I can congratulate you on the pleasing fact that during the year
our companions have enjoyed peace and harmony. I  have not had a 
single complaint or grievance referred to me that originated during the 
year.

The report on correspondence is from the pen of Companion W. W . 
Austin, and a most admirable report it is, laying before the companions 
of that jurisdiction whatever he deemed might be instructive or interest-
ing—what ought to he the end and aim of every reporter.

93 Chapters—membership 4,918.
Companion Reuben Peden was elected M. E x . G. H. P.
Companion John M. Bramwell continued Grand Secretary.

IOWA.

On the 3d of October, 1876, M. Ex. Companion Horace S. Winslow 
opened this Grand Chapter. We are glad to be able to quote from the 
address the following, it being a sentiment so often felt and some times 
expressed by us to our companions.

Our allegories and symbolisms may as easily be made a mine of wealth 
from which fresh supplies may be drawn at will, presenting points brist-
ling with beauty, worthy of and engaging the study of the intelligent and 
learned, as to convey but an idea of senseless jargon—a meaningless con-
fusion of words. A failure to accomplish this desirable result lies mainly 
at the door of him whose duty it is “ to lead the blind by a way they 
know not.”

In reading this address we were forcibly reminded that there is “ in every 
house a skeleton in the closet ”—for the M. Ex. G. H. Priest, while deal-
ing in  a most methodical and business-like manner with all else that 
required attention, lets his reason sleep while his feelings, wishes and 
imagination run riot on the subject of negro, or, as he calls them, “ col-
ored,” masons. He announces to his Grand Chapter that “ quite recent-
ly a Chapter of colored Royal Arch Masons has been organized within 
this Grand Jurisdiction,” and instead of denouncing this invasion of his 
jurisdiction, and declaring any such body, not authorized by the Grand 
Chapter of Iowa, to be clandestine, , and thus maintaining and asserting 
the dignity of his Grand Chapter, he drivels about its being “ almost
criminal to delay much longer the recognition,” &c., and urges though 
“ trusting that it will speedily lead to such conclusions and the adoption 
of such a line of action as shall render justice to those who are now the 
subjects of an unjust and indefensible rule.”
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Now suppose the M. Ex. had announced that a chapter of white Koyal 

Arch Masons had been formed and opened in Iowa by warrant from any 
other than the Grand Chapter of Iowa, would there have been any such 
recommendations? Why, if a chapter in an adjoining jurisdiction acci-
dentally makes one a Eoyal Arch Mason who lives within the jurisdiction 
of Iowa, what a hubbub immediately ensues!—what correspondence and
demands for apology ! &c. And yet the M. Ex. G. H. Priest announces
that a Chapter exists without proper authority, consequently not merely
irregular, but clandestine, and he forsooth recommends recognition and
companionship!

The committee on G. H. Priest's address, in noticing thl£ portion, are 
so exuberant in the expression of philanthropic sentiment, that they think 
it  were better to “ tear down the pillars of strength and establishment, 
and blot out the celestial and terrestrial bodies,” &c., than not to greet 
these negroes who asseii that they are Koyal Arch Masons and that they 
have a chapter. We give their report in full on this subject:—

“ Colored Royal Arch Masons.—Masonic laws are the creatures of men 
and times and circumstances ; masonic principles are the sublimation of 
the truth and the right which have been evolved from the conflicts of the 
ages. If men have made laws excluding from the counsels of masonry
other men of different race or color, it were time to repeal them and bury 
them in darkness. Else let us tear down the pillars of strength and estab-
lishment, and blot out the celestial and terrestrial bodies delineated 
thereon, and cease talking about the universal reign of masonry, and 
the universality of its claim to the Fatherhood of God, and the brother-
hood of man.

Your committee are in hearty sympathy with the well chosen lyords of 
the M. E. Grand High Priest. They reflect the sentiments expressed by 
Past Grand Master Campbell K. Peck in his annual address to the Grand 
Lodge in 186-. And while your committee may not presume to pro-
nounce authoritatively, tl\ey desire to declare emphatically that masons 
everywhere should at once determine to do justice to those who, as the 
M. E. Grand High Priest forcibly states it, are “ the subjects of an unjust 
and indefensible rule.”

As, ‘In every nation, they that fear God and work righteousness are
accepted of Him, ” so in every Lodge and Chapter they that do square 
work and are true to the everlasting principles of the Order, must be ac-
cepted by us.

In  accordance with these views, thus briefly expressed, and in order 
that these chapters of colored masons shall be under like beneficial con-
trol with ourselves, it is suggested that the several Grand Lodges in  the 
United States, by delegates, shall convene at some suitable time and place 
and deliberate upon this subject alone, and reach some conclusion that 
may prove a solution of the question.”

The M. Ex. very properly calls this the “ coming question,” but it will 
only be so, if masons reject all the principles governing like cases, and 
are determined to let prejudice rule. Is the negro better than the white?



38 APPENDIX. [1877.
Shall the latter be required to show his credentials when he makes appli-
cation, while the former is allowed, nay invited, to enter upon his own 
statement merely?

We have heretofore been silent on this subject, because we thought
that the sober second thought, that which comes of reflection, would iree
us of any such necessity, but the closing year of the centennial existence 
of this republic seems to have inspired many brethren with new ardor, 
yea greater admiration for this people. Let them, Companions, become 
It. A. Masons in  the regular way, as we require those of all other colors, 
and there will be no necessity for violating any of the long settled princi-
ples of masonry, nor of enunciating any such monstrous masonic heresy 
as that there can, because of a “ new day” be a “ new duty.”

We have an excellent report on correspondence from Companion W. H.
H. Pilsbury, but we have already given so much space to this Grand 
Chapter that we can spare no more, except to state that in it we find a 
notice of a colored Grand Chapter of Ohio. Companion Pilsbury says, 
“ We find ourselves wholly unable to locate it and conclude it is colored 
and clandestine ”—a righteous conclusion. But then, why place the pro-
ceedings of a clandestine, nay spurious body, in such good company, 
sandwiching it between Nova Scotia and Pennsylvania? Is this hereafter 
to be the lot, the happy lot of every clandestine and impudent fellow?

The same officers were continued.

KANSAS.

We now turn to the proceedings of the twelfth annual convocation of 
the Grand Chapter of Kansas, held October 17th, A. D. 1876, over which 
It. Ex. Companion Dwight Byington, Grand King, presided, the G. H. 
Priest being unable to attend. Companion Silas E. Sheldon read the ad-
dress of the M. Ex. G. H. P.

Among his decisions we find one which entirely agrees with our own 
views, but we believe is not settled in this jurisdiction, at least we have 
heard different views expressed, and we think that some of the deoisions 
of the Grand Lodge from which we mainly derive our jurisprudence, 
tend in  the other direction :

“ When the High Priest of a Subordinate Chapter convenes his Chap-
ter in Speoial Convocations, it is not necessary that he state the purpose 
for which it is so convened, and it will be proper for him to do any work 
that may be done, w hich.is not in violation of existing By-Laws, or
Standing Regulations.”

The G. H. Priest recommended that the fees for the degrees be reduced 
from $40 to $30, to which, however, the Grand Chapter did not accede.
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Companion E. T. Carr reported on correspondence, giving Alabama 

full attention. The report is full of instruction and should be read by 
every Companion in Kansas who wishes to know what is transpiring in
other jurisdictions.

Companion D. Byington was elected M. Ex. G. H. P., and Companion 
E. T. Carr continued as Grand Secretary.

KENTUCKY.

The proceedings for 1876 come to us from this Grand Chapter with a 
view of the t‘Masonic Widows and Orphans Home of Kentucky” as a 
frontispiece. This represents one of the noblest of charities, and pro-
claims in unmistakeable tones the Masonic character of our Brethren and 
Companions there. Truly may each contributor point to it and say : 
“ Sxegi monumentum cere perennius,” for though like other works of per-
ishable man the bricks and stones may in time be scattered, and its site 
be lost, yet the good that is being done by it will produce effects that will 
continue to the latest posterity. The Grand Chapter convened on 16th 
October, 1876, R. Ex. Companion James W. Staton, D. G. H. Priest, pre-
siding. The business was purely local and rapidly transacted.

Our worthy Companion Henderson, he of the musical turn, again came 
forward with the report on correspondence. We are always glad to get 
his reports, because they are always pleasant, agreeable, and amusing. 
He introduces his report thus :

‘‘Again we essay the task of a Reviewer, having first made a hasty ex-
cursion with the eye through an enormous budget of Proceedings. We 
heard of a man who objected to the dictionary as a “ reading book ” be-
cause it so often changed the subject. This objection would not be force-
ful with regard .to the minutes, for our Grand High Priests “ ring the 
changes” on the old traditional platitudes: “ Another year has rolled
round ; ” “ give account of my stewardship; ” “ business has prevented;’’ 
“ harmony reigns;” “ few questions of jurisprudence;” “ regrets,” etc., 
make up the staple of the addresses. One fairly groans for something 
new.

But for the Reports on Foreign Correspondence the literature of Capit-
ular Masonry, as we have it in the minutes, would be singularly barren 
of interest. The correspondents are generally witty, and, occasionally, 
satirical, and, on the whole, amiable.

We should like to have the General Grand Chapter offer a prize for an 
original report from our Grand High Priests. Now and then one does 
trumpet isome new note, and when this is the case we take exquisite de-
light in repeating it. Of all the work we have to do nothing is more 
tedious than our annual perusal of the proceedings. If, therefore, our 
Report should be “  dry reading ” set it  down to the material with which 
we are furnished.

We opine that but little thought is bestowed by our Grand High Priests
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npon tlieir addresses. He who will get out of the old ruts and give us 
something fresh and invigorating upon the history and ethics of our
Eoyal Art will deserve, and receive, a meed of merit from his admiring 
Companions. ”

We give his views on the question of conferring the Chapter degrees on 
a maimed candidate, which are ingenious, cogent, and almost convincing:

“ A decision adverse to a maimed candidate receiving Capitular ad-
vancement is published. While a number of jurisdictions concur in this
view we are gratified to see that a number of our Companion reporters 
agree with us, that the landmarks of Symbolic Masonry are not imperi-
ous in this respect as regards Capitular Masonry. We have seen no argu-
ment, even plausible to our reason, sustaining the position.that a physi-
cal defect, incurred after being raised, is to operate as a bar to further 
advancement. Masonry being now an ethical Institution we see no rea-
son why such strict construction should be applied to an unfortunate 
brother as will prevent him from receiving “ further light in Masonry.’’ 
The soldier disabled for field-service, by the very reason of his wounds,
may be promoted, and a brother who has been true and faithful, and, in 
some instances, on account of this very fidelity, maimed, should not be 
mortified by closing the gates to his Masonic aspiration. The analogy 
suggested is not regarded as perfect and may even be set down as inap-
posite, but every Companion having a heart must see that such a restric-
tion, if it really exists, is singularly antagonistic to the spirit of Masonry. 
Should Hiram have escaped with his life from the brutal assault of the 
envious Craftsmen, but, injured in his person because of his fidelity to 
obligation, would anyone think it would be humane to say to the unfor-
tunate brother—Master—we cannot introduce you to the farther mysteries
of Masonry ? ' With him the true word was lost. It is its possession that 
makes the full Master. If it is ever recovered it is the right of every one 
raised to the sublime degree. I t is the .necessary complement. I t is 
promised. Were it supposed to be in possession at the time of the rais-
ing it would be his indefeasible right. If entitled to it then, is the atter
loss of a limb to operate to alienate this right ? We trow not.

We would like to clip somewhat at length the many good things in 
this report; but we have promised to be brief, and must bid adieu to 
Companion H. Companion H. gives us in this phamphlet an interesting 
history of K. A. Masonry in  Kentucky, and in it shows that the same 
fears which are alive in our breasts to-day of the aggressive tendency of 
the G. G. Chapter agitated our Companions there as early as 1831. We 
would like to give the report of a committee on this subject, were we not 
under obligation to be as brief as possible.

The Grand Chapter elected Companion Staton M. Ex. G. H. P., and 
Companion Joseph H. Branham, Grand Secretary.

LOUISIANA.
The proceedings of the annual convocation of this Grand Chapter, held 

13th February, 1877, are before us, M. Ex. Companion Samuel J. Powell,
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G. H. Priest. The address is a practicable one, and devoted to matters 
of general interest. From it we learn with great pleasure of the prosperity 
of the Craft. On this subject, he says:

‘ ‘I  am gratified to have it to say that not a single charge has been pre-
ferred, or complaint made during the year. Peace and harmony prevail 
throughout the entire jurisdiction; and Capitular Masonry is still in a 
prosperous condition. I  do not wish to be understood as saying that 
this prosperity consists in accessions to our numbers, for, in  my judg-
ment, an increase of membership is not, of itself, an indication of pros-
perity. On the contrary, the process of separating the sheep from the 
goats still continues, and many of the careless and worthless are dropped 
from our rolls; and the same monetary depression that has heretofore 
kept so many from our doors, still exists. What I  do mean to say is, 
that there is an element in every Chapter, whose sails are not set to catch 
the popular breeze, but love the Order for its own sake, with intelligence
to appreciate their high privileges and responsibilities—with zeal to bear 
the burden and heat of the day—they hold fast to the faith of their 
fathers, and maintain the Order in its dignity and usefulness.”

The business of the Grand Chapter was purely of local interest, and we 
again find no report on Correspondence. We feared Companion Horner 
had bankrupted the Chapter by his very able and lengthy reports, this 
induced us to turn to Treasurer’s report, but we there found a fair bal-
ance—so we don’t  know what to make of it. However, we know that we 
shall have a good one next time for Campanion Batchelor, the Grand Sec-
retary, will make it.

Companion Joseph H. De Grange was elected M. Ex. G. P. H., and
Companion J. C. Batchelor, M. D., Grand Secretary.

MASSACHUSETTS.

We delight to take up the proceedings of this Grand Ghapter, because 
everything is done in so deliberate, orderly, and square, a manner. Here 
there is no haste, but calm deliberation. The volume contains the pro-
ceedings of Quarterly, Special, and the Annual Convocation on 12th De-
cember, 1876—M. Ex. Alfred Chapman being G. II. Priest.

At one qf the Special Convocations, held for the purpose of constitut-
ing and consecrating “ Unity B. A. Chapter,” and installing the officers, 
the M. Ex. G. H. Priest delivered a very interesting historical address. 
I t is too long to be transferred in full to this report, but we extract as 
follows:

“ An English authority says that no regular organization of the Craft is 
recorded prior to the building of King Solomon’s Temple, and Solomon 
himself, who died 975 years before Christ, is acknowledged as our first- 
Grand Master. The same authority traces the stream of English Ma-
sonry from its rise until 1866, when the Earl of Zetland was Grand Mas-
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ter of the United Grand Lodge of England. Julias Caesar is said to 
have been a Patron of the Order fifty-five years before the Christian era; 
and since the arrival of the Romans in Britain, which occurred Anno 
Mundi 3949, many distinguished persons, including Sovereigns and 
Princes, have been identified quite as closely with the Craft. A charter 
was granted by Carausius to Albanus, or St. Albans, who held the first
Grand Lodge A. D. 287. Since that time, 25 of the Sovereigns of Eng-
land have been identified with the Order, either as Patrons or as Grand 
Master, not including the present heir apparent to the throne, who now 
holds the latter high office.

Cardinal Woolsey was Grand Master in  1509, Queen Elizabeth was Pa-
tron, and appointed Sir Thomas Sackville, Grand Master, who resigned 
the office, in 1567, in favor of Sir Francis Russell, Earl of Bedford, who 
presided over the Northern Masons, and Sir Thomas Gresham, the 
“ Royal Merchant,” and founder of the Royal Exchange in London, who 
presided over the Southern.

Following these in grand and strong succession comes a long line of il-
lustrious men—among them the Earl of Effingham, Inigo Jones, Sir 
Christopher Wren, Anthony Sayre Esq., the Duke of Montague, Sir 
Francis Drake, and members of the Royal Family. Truly, it is a royal 
line; with one end reaching into the dim and shadowy past, and the 
other actively grasped by the vital present.”

And again :
“ Here let us rest from further pursuit in the domain of history, for 

whatever may have been the character or condition of the Order during 
the centuries of uncertainty, or however much the Anglo-Saxon race may 
have impressed itself upon it, the principles of the Institution, like truth 
itself, are the same yesterday, to-day, and forever.

“ Living through ages of uncertainty, with its existence depending 
upon the good character of its adherents, and its legends upon tradition 
for preservation and transmission; it  has outlived dynasties, endured 
persecution, outgrown envy, and now, independent of the malice of the 
wicked and the weak, it  is, beyond dispute, the oldest and the best of all 
the moral forces of human organization.

“ It invades not the spiritual domain of religion, and imposes no dog-
mas of creed upon its members; but with the Bible open upon its altar, 
and a belief in God as the sole requirement for the erection of its spirit-
ual edifice, it teaches that our moral and spiritual characters should be 
most like God, and enforces its lessons by the use of appropriate 
symbols.

‘ * After .due knowledge, it permits not any of its members to say, ‘ I  
was sick and ye visited me not,’ an ‘hungred, and ye fed me.Sot, naked 
and ye clothed me not,’ but with a charity, at once disinterested, delicate, 
and vigorous, it gives relief without ostentation, and sympathy without 
reproach. To the living it gives when want is most pressing, to the dead 
it is most tender, and holds their widows and orphans in appropriate re-
membrance. I t makes no agreement to give, but employs the best meth-
ods in dealing with the dependent, without oppressing them with the 
sense that they are considered such.

“ It gives by contribution what it refuses by contract, and is practical 
in  producing results.
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Companion Chapman discountenances the idea of naming Chapters nf- 

those still living, because “ man, in his best estate, is subject to frailty 
and error.”

The Report on Correspon dence, we are delighted to see,. comes again 
from the pen of Companion John W. Dadmun. His respite seems to 
have given him a new appetite, and new vigor. He gives Alabama a full, 
courteous, and flattering notice.

Companion Chapman remains M. Ex. G. H. P.
Companion Zeph H. Thomas, Grand Secretary.

MISSOURI.

To have the proceedings of this Grand Chapter for October 5th, 1876, 
with the signature of Companion George Prank Gouley, and be thus re-
minded of the awful calamity by which he lost his life, fills us with 
gloom, and so bedews our eyelids that we have neither heart nor vision 
for a review. By his death, our corps is deprived of one of its brightest 
ornaments. Learned, brilliant, with a keen sense of the ridiculous, a 
fluent and facile writer, though just and charitable, we shall long miss 
his admirable reports.

Companion Joseph S. Browne elected M. Ex. G. PI. P.

MARYLAND.

The proceedings of the Convocation held on 13th November, A. D. 
1876, are now in hand—M. Ex. Companion Hermon L. Emmons Jr. G
H. Priest. The Address is a short, well-written, business-like paper, and, 
in conclusion, he declines re-election, and recommends that the Grand 
Chapter begin then to adopt a rule of action which shall prevent re-elec-
tions. He hints at his reasons only, but every Msson can readily imag-
ine them.

Companion E . T. Schultz reported on correspondence, and, this being 
his first effort, he thus introduces himself :

“ Your Committee on Correspondence herewith submits this, their first
report. I t  is with much trepidation that the writer enters upon this 
duty. I t is one entirely new to him, and the mere thought is appalling * 
that he is required, in the performance thereof, to comment upon and 
criticise the writings of such veteran reporters as Companions Drum-
mond, Corson, Parvin, Gouley, Pierson, Wiggin, Cottrill, etc., etc., who, 
from their long practice, are as accustomed to wielding the pen as the 
writer is to his bales and measures. But, having accepted the position, 
he will proceed, to the best of his ability, trusting that the Grand Chap-
ter may overlook his short-comings, and also that his companions of the
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reportorial corps will deal leniently with this, his first and, more than 
probable, last effort as a Masonic reporter.”

When reviewing Maine, he thus expresses his opinions of the powers of 
a  Chapter U. D., which seem to us sound. We do not now recollect any 
decision on this point having been made in Alabama, but we know that
the Grand Lodge requires the dimits of the applicants to be filed with 
the Grand Secretary, with the application for dispensation, and gives to 
the Lodge U. D. all the powers of a chartered body during the continu-
ance of the dispensation:

“ We regret that Companion Drummond cannot agree with the host of 
authorities he cites, and that he believes that Lodges or Chapters U. D. 
should have power given to discipline the members composing them. 
Now, our views upon this subject are as follows : A certain number of 
Companions, believing that the interest of Capitular Masonry would be 
promoted by the formation of a new Chapter in a particular locality, peti-
tion the Grand High Priest for a Dispensation for the purpose of forming 
one. A Dispensation is granted, which empowers them to form and 
open a Chapter, and therein to confer the several degrees, according to 
the ancient custom (no other powers are given therein). This Dispensa-
tion (by its terms) to continue in force no longer than to the next suc-
ceeding Convocation of the Grand Chapter, when, if the Companions 
named in the Dispensation have proven themselves capable of complying 
with the duties prescribed in the Dispensation, and the Grand Chapter 
believes that there is sufficient material in the territory, in which the new 
Chapter is to be located, without detriment to the Chapters already in 
existence, a charter is usually granted, and in  due time they are consti-
tuted a regular Chapter, with all the powers appertaining thereto; until 
this is done, they are nothing more than a Chapter in embryo, without 
any power whatever except to confer degrees. If the Grand Chapter, for 
any cause, refuse to grant a charter, all power under the Dispensation 
ceases, and the Companions who have been made under its authority, are 
non-affiliated Eoyal Arch Masons. Should it become necessary to dis-
cipline any so made, they can be dealt with as non-affiliated Companions 
by any regular constituted Eoyal Arch Chapter, which alone, in our opin-
ion, have any power to discipline Eoyal Arch Masons.”

Companion Charles F. Achey was elected M. Ex. G. H. Priest, and 
Companion William A. Wentz continued Grand Secretary.

MICHIGAN.

The proceedings for 1877 are in  hand ; the Twenty-eighth Annual Con-
vocation having been opened by M. Ex. Wm. Brown, G. H. Priest.

Last year we had not the proceedings of this Grand Chapter, and 
in  making out our list, in some way it  was omitted. But we know we 
have them now, and hope to be as well instructed as heretofore, upon ex-
amination. Of the condition of the Craft the G. H. Priest says—
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“ The past masonic year, so far as I am aware, has been one of compar-
ative quiet among the Royal Craft. No intruder with mistaken zeal has 
created discord or confusion in  our ranks ; nor has the fanatic’s angry 
touch despoiled the work of those whose knowledge of architecture and 
the different arts and sciences, have entitled them to prominent distinc-
tion and faithful remembrance among us.”

The address concludes with a true and exalted sentiment, which we 
would heartily indorse if the word sacred were not applied to Masonry. 
We believe that the institution is the work of man, the result of man’s 
necessities, but based on divine principles, which are immutable and in-
destructible ; hence the durability of the Order :

“ The sacred institution of masonry will survive and prosper while 
nations fall and crumble into d u s t; for an eternal principle of right 
exists in its organization, and must prevail for all time to come. Its 
course is onward, and its aims are pure and upward. While religious 
tenets clash, its principles never change. Faith in God, Hope in immor-
tality, and Charity towards all mankind come from on high. Let us ever 
remember and practice them. May the blessings of Heaven prevail, and 
every moral and social virtue cement us.”

Companion William P. Innes, Grand Secretary, presented the corres-
pondence report, which is lengthy and judiciously made, having in hand 
the proceedings of all the Grand Chapters, save Colorado and Rhode Is-
land.

Of the unity of Masonic Jurisprudence wherever heard from, he truly 
says—

“ Our Masonic Law, as a general thing, is based on the same governing 
principles throughout the land, and what is Masonic Law on the broad
Atlantic is Masonic Law on the great Pacific. This we attribute, in  a 
great measure, to the vJry general system of interchange through the 
Committee on Foreign Correspondence.’’

Companion Oliver L. Spaulding was elected M. Ex. Grand High Priest, 
and Companion Wm. P. Innes Grand Secretary.

MISSISSIPPI.

For the Convocation held on 5th February, 1877, over which Com-
panion Harvey W. Walter, M. Ex. G. II. P., presided. In his address, in 
the few following words, he gives a glowing description of the harmony 
which prevails among the Craft—

“ Not a complaint has been made to me, not a charge preferred, and 
not a legal question propounded during the year. ”

Now this might have arisen either from the perfect harmony prevail-
ing, or from the lethargy which precedes death, but he also informs us 
that “ our Order has grown, if not'in numbers, in temperance and virtue.”
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In short the Companions have become more infused with the spirit of the 
several degrees, so that “ bickerings are unknown.”

The report of the Grand Secretary, however, gives but a gloomy picture.
The Chapters are annually diminishing—the revenues of the Grand Chap-
ter decreasing, and the Grand Chapter burthened with debt. The Grand 
Secretary set a noble example for others in  proposing a reduction of the 
salary of the office, and Companion Oliver Clifton, Chairman of Com-
mittee on Correspondence, in order that the report might be printed with 
the proceedings, offered to bear a part of the expense—yet the members 
want mileage and per diem. This incubus of debt is sapping the energies 
of the Grand Chapter, and through it acting on the subordinates.

The scheme of incorporating the Council degrees in  the Chapter, from 
which the M. Ex. hoped so much, was passed over to the next triennial 
convocation by the G. G. Chapter and a convention in which 24 Grand 
Councils were represented, the vote upon the expediency of the plan was
6 Grand Councils in favor—12 against, one divided—one not voting, and 
4 having retired before, the vote was taken, so that a majority were actu-
ally opposed to it.

The Grand Chapter resolved to pay no one out of the funds of the 
Grand Chapter at the next convocation, also to print no proceedings next 
year. The first resolution if adhered to will ruin the Chapters, though it
would have been better to have acted on it a t this convocation. Most
sincerely do we hope that the Grand Chapter may be at ease financially, 
for an empty pocket disorders the brain.

Companion Clifton submitted the report on correspondence, reviewing 
the proceedings of 35 Grand Chapters, many of them for two years, giving 
ample notice to Alabama. Under this head he makes a suggestion which 
strikes us as valuable and we extract it.

“ We suggest to the Companions of Alabama, that the appointment of 
their Committees on Chartered Chapters at each Convocation might be( 
dispensed with, and such duties as they seem to be required to perform 
also dispensed with, without injury to the business interests of the Craft, 
if subordinate Chapters were required to send their returns to the Grand 
Secretary in advance of the Annual Convocation so that all mistakes 
could be by him corrected. Such a plan works admirably with us.” 

Companion Clifton, after making a most excellent report, defending his 
Grand Chapter, and attacking with force the opinions of others, though 
alway courteously, closes his report saying—“ We ask for the foregoing 
charitable criticism.”

Companion H. W. Walter was again made M. Ex. Grand High Priest, 
while Companion J. L. Power remaimf Grand Secretary.
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NEBRASKA.

APPENDIX. 17

The proceedings of the tenth annual convocation of this Grand Chap-
ter, was opened in Ample Form on 20th December, 1876, by Companion
Charles F. Goodman, M. Ex. Grand High Priest.

The Grand HigS Priest declares that the Royal Craft are prospering in 
that jurisdiction, and the formation of new Chapters, together with the 
harmony prevailing, give satisfactory evidence that he is right. Supple-
mental to these also is the recommendation of the Grand Secretary, Com-
panion Wm. R. Bowen, to reduce the dues of subordinates—and all sums 
paid in  to the Grand Chapter as dues on membership for 1876, were 
refunded.

We find that there are 16 Chapters, in'which there were 71 exaltations 
and a membership of 667.

There is no report on correspondence, but instead the reports of several 
of the Representatives of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska near sister 
Graud Chapters ; and among these we find that of our Companion Wiley 
W. Bloodworth, the worthy representative here. Having the proceedings 
as published of the several Grand Chapters themselves much more pre-
cisely, and fully, and correctly given, there is no room for comment or 
criticism. We do not think the plan can be productive of as much good 
as the method abandoned, because there can be no assignment of the 
reasons for the several positions of the several Grand Chapters, and a 
uniformity of decisions on a question arising, is not so likely to be 
obtained.. We find the acts of but ten Grand Chapters reported. Seven 
only of the reports were written from the jurisdictions of which they 
speak, the others in  Nebraska from proceedings. The plan will prove 
economical.

Companion Edwin F. Warren was elected M. Ex. Grand High Priest 
'and Companion Wm. R. Bowen, Grand Secretary.

\  4
NEW HAMPSHIRE.

And now comes New Hampshire, for convocation held May 16, A. L . 
6876, A. I. 2106—Companion JohnD. Patterson being M. Ex. Grand High 
Priest.

Capitular Masonry is in a healthy condition here, and the reports of 
the several members of the Grand Council demonstrate this, and, also, 
that they honestly discharged their duties when making official visits, 
neither reproving harshly, or excusing error.

There are 19 Chapters,. 2,115 members, and there were 121 exaltations.
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The report on correspondence is made by Companion Nathan P. Hunt,

who made a “ brief” report on the acts and doings of 37 Grand Chapters, 
giving Alabama sufficient notice.

Companion Andrew J. Thompson was elected Grand High Priest, and 
Companion John A. Harris continued Grand Secretary.

  •

P. S.—Since the above was written our esteemed Companion, John A. 
Harris, has ceased to exist. He died at his home, in Concord, on the 3d 
of September last. A good mason, and an admirable Secretary.

G b a n d S e c b e t a b y ,

NEVADA.

As we sit near an open window, fanned by the breezes of the Gulf,
laden with the perfume of the sweet olive and with oranges on the trees
in sight, now on this November day, we greet the proceedings of the
fourth annual convocation of the Grand Chapter from the ‘* snowy ” State. 
Companion DeWitt C. McKenny, M. Ex.' Grand High Priest, presided. 
Companion Samuel W. Chubbuck, Grand Secretary, with the representa-
tives of six chartered Chapters, constituted it. I t  was held on 14th June, 
1877.

The G. H. Priest states that “ peace and harmony ” prevail; that “ the 
several branches of industry are not as prosperous ” as could be desired.

The committee on jurisprudence reported adversely on the question—
“ Can a Companion exchange his mark for that of a deceased Companion?” 
which was concurred in. We italicise for this jurisdiction.

The Grand Chapter is making an effort to force membership of the non-
affiliated, and will succeed as badly as all others who have run counter to 
the principle, that as one becomes a mason of his own free will, so also 
ought he to be allowed to sever his connection of his own free will.

This Grand Chapter favors the absorption of the Council degrees.
The same officers were continued.
No report on correspondence.

NORTH CAROLINA.

The twenty-ninth convocation of this Grand Chapter, was held on 4th 
June, 1877, Companion Thomas S. Keenan M. Ex. G. H. Priest, pre-
siding. The address is very short and of local interest only.

There appears to be a deathly lethargy creeping over the Chapters in
this jurisdiction; let us hope that the settlement of political difficulties,
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and. a return to greater prosperity generally, will stimulate our Com-
panions in  the old North State to renewed vigor. We know how “hope 
deferred maketh the heart sick,” andean truly sympathize with these 
Companions.

Deserved marks of esteem were paid to the memory of Companion 
George Frank Gouley, and also to that Masonic veteran and Christian 
gentleman, Companion John Dove of Virginia.

This Grand Chapter indorsed the plan of amalgamation of the Chapter 
and Council.

No report on Correspondence.
22 Chapters, 21 exaltations, 912 members.
M. Ex. Companion Charles W. Alexander elected G. H. P ., and Com- 

, panion Donald W. Bain, Grand Secretary.

NEW JERSEY.

Here-we have New Jersey, the home of Corson, the Prince of good 
fellows, and the life of reporters, which held its twenty-first annual con-
vocation on September 12th, 1877, M. Ex. Companion Edward Goeller
G .H . Priest, presiding.

From the address we copy the following eloquent meed of praise and 
sympathizing sorrow for two of the brightest Masonic lights now extin-
guished, and we know that all the Companions of Alabama will join in  
this expression of their g rie f:

“New Jersey claims a place amid the general sisterhood of Grand 
Chapters, and as a loving sister she would modestly offer the tribute of 
her love and sympathy to Virginia and Missouri, in the dark days of 
their bereavment. The former Chapter sits as a widow clothed in  sack-
cloth, bearing the heavy burden of bereavement, in the one year, of her 
Grand Treasurer, “ honest, accurate and affable”; her Grand Lecturer, 
one of the most brilliant and letter-perfect of American Masons; and her 
Grand Secretary, whose devotion to the Craft for nearly sixty years of 
continued office-bearing has made the name of John Dove “familiar as 
household words. ” When such a man is gathered to his fathers, it  befits 
us to pause and contemplate the lessons of his life. The record that he 
leaves contains this remarkable fact: serving the Grand Chapter of Vir-
ginia as her Secretary, “not once absent during fifty-eight years of ser-
vice, with books present and ready, and papers all filed.” Is that an 
insignificant matter? I t stamps the man as consecrated and loyal to his 
work, as faithful to his trust, as competent for his task; and therein is 
described the earnest Mason. The loss of such a man is a loss to the 
Craft, and we claim the right to deck the memory of Dove with the
fragrant flowers of our affection, and share the bitter cup of sorrow with 
bereaved Virginia.

“The singular dispensation of an All-wise Father, which Consumed in 
4
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flame'the bodies of many of our race, in the city of St. Louis, on the 
night of the 10th of April last, bereaved the general Cralt of another of
its best and brilliant toilers. The pen fell from magic fingers in the Old 
Dominion, and it has fallen from as generous a hand as ever traced the 
glowing thoughts of genius, in the death of Graifcl Secretary George Frank
Gouley, of Missouri. Younger than Dove, though not less powerful in 
his Masonic learning and influence, we claim 4iis loss also as our own.
Brave, generous, courteous, around no brow clustered brighter laurels of 
nobility. In  the full ripeness and vigor of his manhood, with his intel-
lect touching the zenith of his fame, he was cut down like the noble 
Tyrian, and all the Craft must gather to mourn its irreparable loss.

“Virginia—Missouri—with you we hallow the memory of these noblest 
of our sons. We venerate you for the children you have borne. They 
are ours, and we sorrow in deepest sincerity. And, while we know—

“All heads must come
To the cold tomb,”

your cherished dead incite us to nobler toil, and teach us that—
“The actions of the just 

Smell sweet-, and blossom in the dust.”
The G. H. Priest notices some errors and irregularities that, Ve fear, 

are to be found in every Chapter, and cautions to a greater care in the 
practice of Masonic virtues.

Companion T. J. Corson, whose death we mourned, we find is still at 
his old vocation, and makes the report on Correspondence, reviewing the
proceedings of 38 Grand Chapters, and among them we find Alabama.

We thank Companion C. for his kind expressions with regard to our-
self, and are satisfied that we unjustly charged him with wrong last year, 
and we assure Companion C. that we will in  no wise be annoyed, if he 
destroys the proof of his identity and life by paying that “Tailor’s bill.”

We find him averse to suspension for non-payment of dues withput 
trial.

To Companion Ogden’s exclamation—“What is New Jersey but a kind 
of appendage to New York, a suburb of the great Metropolis?” Com-
panion C. says:

“Let us inform this verdant youth that New Jersey is the balance- 
wheel, the regulator, between New York and Pennsylvania, without 
which these unwieldly and erratic jurisdictions would fly off at a 
tangent—collapse—go “up in a balloon”—fly into eternal smash. Hop-
kins of Pennsylvania calls New Jersey a “Giant’s causeway” between the 
lands of Penn and Hendrick Hudson. At a meeting of the Medical 
Society of New Jersey, some years ago, the president gave a formal recep-
tion to the representatives of the medical societies of our two big neigh-
bors, in doing which he said that various appellations, complimentary 
and otherwise, had been applied to our modest little State, but she’s 
bigger than Massachusetts anyhow, and don’t make so much fuss either. 
Among other titles given to us, said he, New Jersey has been called the

/
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“great intestinal canal between Pennsylvania and New York,” and then, 
rather naively added, “I  leave it to you gentlemen to decide which of 
you belongs to the receptive end.” You see, Companion Ogden, that “ the 
wally of this observation lies in the application on't.”

Companion Corson battles right manfully against the right of objec-
tion, and gives good reasons for his views. This question as to what 
would be the effect^f an objection after election, or whether the objec-
tor should be required to give his reasons, so that the value thereof 
might be determined by the Chapter, has given rise to lengthy discus-
sion, and the decisions of Grand Chapters vary materially on the subject. 
There be good reasons against Companion C’s position. Some definite 
and uniform rule should be established in  the matter.

Under Wisconsin, of the Grand High Priest’s address, he says:
“He reports having granted a dispensation to a Chapter to have a 

parade on the Fourth of July; to another, for the “reception and transac-
tion of business at a special convocation;” to another, to ballot for a can-
didate out of time; and had refused to grant a “dispensation for the use 
of a substitute.” What is that about straining at a gnat and swallowing
a camel—hide, hair, hump, and hoofs included ?

But we must leave Companion Corson to meditate over his own hunror,
and laugh at his own puns.

Companion Martin M. Drohan was elected M. Ex. G. H. P., and Com-
panion Corson, is still Grand Secretary.

NEW YOBK.

And now, in  order, comes New York for 1877, which convened on 6th 
February, 1877—Companion Joseph B. Chaffee, M. Ex. G. H. P., and the 
representatives of one hundred and eighty-six Chapters, an army of Com-
panions, bound by solemn ties to  each other, and the amelioration of 
mankind.

With pleasure, we extract the following passages from the Address— 
they are so sound and practical. They prove that Companion Chaffee’s 
“ head is level,” if we may be allowed this vulgarism in  such a place 
as th is :

THE PROGRESS OF THE KOYAL CRAFT.

‘ ‘ In  times like those through which we have been passing, the real 
value of the material we have wrought into our walls is made apparent. 
If  we have accepted blocks because of their fair seeming, without a rigid 
application of the overseer’s square, the pressure of duty, when there is 
but limited opportunity for display, has revealed their flaws, and thus af-
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forded us another proof of the wisdom of the admonition to “ Lay hands
suddenly on no man.” If here and there a Chapter has become discour-
aged by the apathy of its membership and the lack of work, may we not 
learn therefrom how wise it is to make haste slowly, and to secure well 
the foundations before we build the superstructure 1 I t will be found
as a general principle that men who blindly rush forward in the affairs of
life, endeavoring as it were to conquer a fortune by their very audacity, 
when they fail in their attempts, as they so often dop are apt to place the 
blame any where but upon their own want of foresight, their own neglect 
to sit down first and count the cost; so with our labor—forgetting the 
lessons nature so frequently teaches us, we often act as though we would 
repeat the miracle of the rod, and have our undertakings bud, blossom, 
and bear fruit in a single night. The real lesson of our progress is that 
of the oak which grows not on every soil, which requires long years to 
arrive at perfection, but which, when its growth has been established 
becomes the monarch of the forest and lives, while feebler and speedier 
growths have run their brief race and fallen to earth, Taking this view, 
companions we may see that the depression of the times re-acting natu-
rally enough upon our work is by no means an unmitigated evil. On the 
contrary, we are thus brought to consider the condition and needs of the 
Craft, and to ask ourselves whether we have builded as wisely as we 
might, or whether in the enforced pause there may not be a providential 
opportunity lor us to carefully scrutinize what we have done in  the past, 
and to inquire thoughtfully

“ WHAT EEMAINETH TO BE DONE.”

‘‘Our relations with all corresponding bodies continue to be of the most
satisfactory and fraternal character, as will be found more fully set forth 
in  the report on Foreign Correspondence. I  embrace this occasion to im-
press upon you all the great value of this annual contribution to the liter-
ature of Boyal Arch Masonry, involving as it does great labor on the part 
of its author, and affording not only a history of the Craft during the
past year, but giving the views of able minds upon a variety of topics of 
great interest to every Boyal Arch Mason. No better preparation for the 
discharge of your duty as representatives of your respective Chapters and 
as guardians of the Institution can be found, than is contained in  the 
careful study of this annual review of the doings ot our sister jurisdic-
tions; nor can I give you any better advice, than that you should avail 
yourselves of the means placed ready to your hands by an efficient and 
energetic committee.”

Companion Ogden presented the report on Correspondence again, and 
gladly do we welcome him back to the corps. The report is very full, 
every Grand Chapter receiving its full share of attention. We are pleased 
to find him agreeing with us in many of our positions, but cannot help
thinking he is wrong when he declares that—

“Expulsion from a Lodge, it is true, does cut off from the Chapter, 
but it cannot reach the standing of a member until the final ac t; up to 
that time the presumption is of innocence, even if within the jurisdiction
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of the Chapter; but the presumption is that the Chapter knows nothing 
until duly notified, or until the fact becomes notorious. Our view is,
that in the absence of charges in the Chapter the member must be held to 
be in good standing, and therefore is entitled to a dimit. ”

For if, when a brother is expelled from his Lodge he is, ipso facto, ex-
pelled from his Chapter, then if he be under charges in the Lodge, he is 
doubtless under a cloud in the Chapter, and the trial and verdict by the 
Lodge only perfects his position in his Chapter.

XJnder Delaware he enunciates the opinion so frequently expressed by 
us, that a “member cannot be suspended for non-payment of dues,” and 
under Indiana we find his views more fully expressed, and with them we 
entirely agree: *

“The more we see of the legislative action of Chapters, particularly on 
the subject of suspension for the non-payment of dues, the more we 
become impressed with the importance of some definite general rule on 
the subject. Almost every Grand Chapter has a different system or rule, 
while all have constant trouble on the subject. Masons, like other men, 
are subject to the fluctuations of business, to financial reverses, and many 
of them, like other men, are neglectful (we hope none of them actually 
dishonest,) and forget to do what is right and manful to do, and thus the 
dues accumulate. Lodges and Chapters need the money, inquiries are 
made, resolutions passed, suspensions ordered, sometimes by the simple 
operation of non-action, and sometimes by direct action and vote. Then 
follows another class of rules; some restore by the simple act of paying 
up, some by a majority vote, and some by a unanimous vote; and, take
it  altogether, it is confusion worse confounded.

Should there not be some general rule applicable to all, and operative 
in all Chapters ? This, it seems to us, might be done in the Grand and 
Subordinate Chapters under the action of the General Grand Chapter. 
W hat the rule should be is not for us to say; but the wise men of the
Craft ought to agree upon one which would be satisfactory in  the main to 
all. I t  seems to us that a rule applicable to all subordinate Chapters, 
something like this, might be fair: “All members who are two years or
more in arrears for dues, may, after due summons, and on failing to 
present reasons satisfactory to a majority of the Chapter, be suspended on 
a vote of a majority present and voting; and on payment of all dues within 
two years after the suspension, shall be restored to membership by the 
simple act of payment. But if payment be not made within two years 
after suspension, but within five yeajs thereafter, it shall require the vote 
of a majority of members present and voting to restore to membership.
And if payment be not made until after five years, then it shall require a 
unanimous vote to restore to membership.” We simply make the sug-
gestion, believing firmly that the good of the Boyal Craft would be greatly 
promoted by some fixed general rule applicable and operative in all Grand 
Chapter jurisdictions. ”

Much as we admire the power and soundness of Companion Ogden in 
general, we are surprised at the sophistry displayed by him in  his 
remarks under Iowa on the subject of negro Masons. We will not oriti-
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cise or call further attention to this, but giving his remarks in full, leave 
all Companions to make their own deductions, and draw their own con-
clusions. We will say, however, that a strict adherence to the land-
marks and principles of Masonry would probably have prevented this 
“subject” becoming “important.” But the inconsiderate zeal of fanatics
has drenched the land with blood, made countless widows and orphans, 
and impoverished the entire country, and may yet introduce discord even 
among our brethren. Let us adhere, to the principles which governed our 
fathers, and Masonry will have no such question thrust upon it. Let 
every man, white and black, be subject to the same requirements, and let 
no sickly sentimentality induce discrimination:

“The question is doubtless one of'a  good deal of importance and in-
terest. In the absence of slavery in this country the doors of Masonic
Lodges, Chapters, and Commanderies would seem to be barred against 
none, and particularly not against any of the citizens, free and equal as 
they are before the law of the United States. The question of color cer-
tainly could not of itself stand in the way, while a “previous condition” 
might; for to be “free born” is a prerequisite. And yet we question
whether a free man to-day, though a slave fifteen years ago, could be 
excluded from a Masonic body, or be barred from entrance to one. The 
Declaration of Independence says: “All men are created equal, and are
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, among which 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. ” While slavery existed as
a fact, the natural right to liberty was in abeyance; but now, with the 
obstructive and restraining fact gone and removed, does not the colored 
man fall back and take rank as “a free man,” the equal, so far as born or 
natural rights are concerned, with every other man of any or all other 
colors? Such, we think, is the logic of the ease; but it is not the end of
it. Color is color after all, and carries with it feeling if not prejudice, or 
may be natural repugnance, which forbids close association or fellowship."
As a question, then, of policy, of interest to colored and white alike, it 
may well be considered whether it is not better for all concerned that 
Chapters and Lodges of colored men exclusively should be organized and
maintained. We would not deprive the colored man of the rights and 
privileges of Masonry; but, for his own sake as well as for the general 
good, we would say, “organize your own Lodges and Chapters, living 
under the same general jurisdiction, if you please, with your brethren of 
paler faces, but enjoying full control in the closer and more intimate asso-
ciation of the Lodge and Chapter room.” Such are the thoughts which 
have come to us., as we have reflected upon the notice in the address of 
Companion Winslow. The subject is important, and will probably 
become so in the future. The race question is a very interesting one in 
this country, and it will touch Masonry in its outreaching; and Masonry
must touch it, and touch it too so as to cover it with its broad mantle of 
charity and its sweet spirit of brotherhood, and thus do good to all 
classes, races, and conditions, and mould them all into a truer and 
broader brotherhood.”

We can say to Companion Ogden that Kentucky already has that
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“Home;” not quite finished to be sure, but capable of accommodating and 
actually accommodating, when we were there, some widows and about 50 
children, giving these latter not only a home, but a fine substantial edu-
cation. Let New York and Alabama, and all the other jurisdictions ‘ ‘go 
and do likewise,” and we shall have erected a monument to Masonry more 
durable than Cleopatra’s needle, which would indeed endure as long as 
time. Masons do not, quite sufficiently well recollect that “by their 
fruits shall ye know them.”

But we must leave Companion Ogden and his nqpst readable report, 
else we shall have consumed our space, and neglected those that are to 
follow. I t  is hard to know what to write, but harder to write little.

Companion George Van Vliett was elected M. Ex. G. H. Priest, and
Companion Christopher G. Fox, Grand Secretary.

The Grand Secretary reported the total membership as 18,539. Exalted 
during the year 971.

OREGON
Comes forward with her neatly printed proceedings of the seventeenth 
annual convocation, held on 8th June, 1877, Companion J. B. Lee, M. 
Ex. G. H. P ., with Companion R. P. Earhart, R. Ex. Grand Secretary.

“ In conclusion, permit me to say, that Capitulary Masonry in this 
Grand Jurisdiction, is in a harmonious and prosperous condition, a
greater interest seems to be manifested, and a greater care exercised in
the selection of material, and its importance and value more sincerely
appreciated. Foreign and sister Grand Chapters everywhere hail us with
fraternal greetings and complimentary phrases; the proceedings of every
Grand Chapter in the United States, and of the Grand Chapter of Ireland, 
Scotland, Nova Scotia, and Canada, have been received by our Grand
Secretary and their receipt acknowledged by him in fraternal letters. 
These proceedings show the Royal Craft enjoying the same concord and 
prosperity found with us.”

Oregon agrees with Mississippi and California in wishing to incorpor-
ate the Council degrees with the Chapter.

We find a resolution introduced to enforce membership. This was 
laid on the table “ for the present,” and our Companions had better let 
it stay there, for as sure as the effort iB made, it will prove a failure, and 
be productive of more injury than benefit to the Craft in  Oregon. This 
has been the experience of all others who have made a like effort.

Companion T. McF. Patton presented the report on correspondence.
He introduces it  with a short history of R . A. Masonry in  his State. 
Alabama receives abundant notice, and his remarks about us are too flat-
tering to be deserved, yet we are delighted to find him agreeing with us 
on so many points.
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Hear him on suspension for non-payment of dues:
“The question arises, can a brother or companion, suspended for any 

cause, (non-payment of dues, or otherwise,) reinstate himself without 
formal application, and a vote of the Chapter or Lodge. We say they 
cannot, if the law is respected. This part of the California practice we
do not approve. Suspension rather, definite or indefinite—one expires 
by limitation without action, the other requires action of the Lodge or 
Chapter.

* * * If a companion is suspended and desires reinstatement, let
him pay the amount of his dues, petition for reinstatement, and if no 
other reasons exist than non-payment of dues, he will be restored without 
a question. In pursuing this course the law will be vindicated, and the 
rights of all will be respected. ”

We intend to avail ourselves of his industry, and copy his article on
jurisprudence at the close of our report.

All the officers were re-elected.

PENNSYLVANIA.
We have the proceedings for the year 1876, of the quarterly and annual 

convocations of this Grand Chapter, the latter held on 27th December, 
Companion George E. Wagner, M, Ex. G. H. P riest 

At the quarterlies the usual business was transacted, and at that held 
November 3d, the election of officers was held, to be installed at the an-
nual Y communication. ”

The Grand High Priest delivered a straightforward address on business, 
but in  closing he bid an affectionate and pathetic farewell to the Com-
panions, announcing that he was about to become a resident of Chicago.

We very much like the frank and fearless report of the Committee on 
Appeals, who, because of great irregularity and gross negligence during 
the trial, and in the manner in  which the papers were sent up, sustain 
the appeal, and restore the appellant to membership, but without preju-
dice to the Chapter.

Companion Alfred E. Potter, who had previously been elected with the
other officers of the Grand Chapter, was duly installed M. Ex. G, H.
Priest. The Order of High Priesthood is here a prerequisite to installa-
tion.

Companion Charles E. Meyer presented the report on correspondence, 
reviewing the proceedings of 37 Grand Chapters, covering no less than 
4895 pages. We have always felt that the labor was great, but we never 
realized how great, in  preparing a report, until Companion Meyer’s came 
to hand. We cite his remarks on the utility of these reports :

“ The proceedings of the Grand Chapters of this country and abroad 
have been to us most interesting. An examination of them exhibits the
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progress made by the Boyal Arch, and points ont the differences in  the 
government of the craft. Here is written a history which cannot be 
changed or obliterated, the lessons of which, if heeded, will prove of ad-
vantage to those who come after us.

“ The reporters of foreign correspondence stand as impartial critics ; 
they examine carefully the proceedings, oftentimes poring over some 
thousands of pages, and selecting such portions as may prove of interest 
to their Grand Chapters, present in a connected or condensed form a per-
fect picture of the condition of Koyal Arch Masonry throughout the
world.’’

We fully agree with him in his views in relation to the multiplicity of 
degrees, and believe that we need only those he mentions, for indeed we 
have found the others to be more ornamental than useful.

“ We are coming to believe that there are too many degrees in Mason-
ry, and that the declaration of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in  olden 
timeg is true, “ that Ancient Masonry consists of but three degrees, the 
Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and the Master Mason, to which is 
added the Holy Boyal Arch.”

“ The ingenuity of man has conceived many hundred degrees, but take 
away the first three, the Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master, and the 
Boyal Arch,, and these air castles vanish.

“  I t is all very well to endeavor to keep the official degrees exclusive, 
but we believe also, that Koyal Arch Masons should act with justice. I f  
they elect a Companion as their High Priest, give him freely, without any
unnecessary forms or red tape, what he is entitled to,”

We would, however, that the Companion should understand that the 
Council of High Priests is held at the time and place in  which the Grand 
Chapter is held, only for the convenience of conferring the degree upon 
all those entitled to receive it. The degree is not a prerequisite to instal-
lation.

In  the following Companion Meyer confirms our heretofore expressed 
opinion on the subject:

41A Boyal Arch Mason who has lost his membership by resignation, 
suspension, or expulsion, can only regain it by petition in the usual form, 
its reference to a committee, favorable report, and unanimously favorable 
ballot.

“ There should be some -difference between one who has resigned, or 
been suspended or expelled; the one is honorable, the other dishonorable, 
and why the latter should have a greater privilege than the former we 
cannot see. One who has resigned cannot again become a member ex-
cept by petition, etc., while, according to the action of the Grand Chap-
ter of the District of Columbia, he regains his membership at once by 
the action of another body; that is, the Lodge, not recognizing Boyal 
Arch Masonry, says; We will restore this suspended or expelled Mason,, 
and the Chapter must accept him to full membership without any ques-
tion.”

We are rejoiced to find him noticing the inconsistencies of the G. H.
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P. of Iowa, and tlie errors of Companion Pillsbury, of same jurisdiction,
on the subject of negro Chapters:

“ He notices a spurious Grand Chapter of Ohio, which he confesses ‘he 
is wholly unable to locate, and concludes it is colored and clandestine.’ 

“ We object to the word clandestine, and would recommend spurious. 
“ Clandestine” means “ withdrawn from public notice for an evil pur-
pose,” “ kept secret for a sinister purpose,” while “ spurious” is defined
as ‘ ‘ not proceeding from the true source, or from the source pretended, 
not genuine, counterfeit, false, illegitimate, bastard.”

“ We object to Companion Pillsbury placing this spurious organization 
among the regular Grand Chapters of this country.”

We quote the following because we ■want to embrace every opportunity 
of impressing upon the Companions of Alabama that they should be ac-
tive in well-doing, and practice what they teach. If this making pro-
vision for the needy and indigent were properly attended to, in a tew
years such a fund could easily be amassed as would insure some approach 
to comfort to every destitute widow and orphan among the brethren.
Let the effort be vigorously made and persisted in, and success will read-
ily be gained. See Kentucky, and now look at Pennsylvania, then ask 
yourselves, Companions, what has Alabama done, or is now doing, in 
this direction:

“ Yes, we have a magnificent temple, of which we are justly proud, 
yet we do not forget the poor. We have, under the control of our Grand 
Lodge, two of the greatest charities in this country. The Grand Lodge 
Charity Fund, amounting to some $60,000, relieving the widows and 
orphans of brethren (who were in good standing at the time of their 
death), distributing annually over $3000. Then we have the Stephen 
Girard bequest, amounting to some $60,000, distributing over $3,000 an-
nually to worthy distressed brethren. Again, we have the Subordinate 
Lodges, Mark Lodges, Chapters, Councils, and Commanderies, distribut-
ing in charity thousands of dollars annually. None worthy of aid are 
turned away empty-handed, and when in the future we do erect our Ma-
sonic Home, it will be one worthy of the name.”

Believing that a concise history of the Royal Arch Degree in  Ireland 
will prove interesting, we take the liberty of clipping it entire from Com-
panion Meyer’s rep o rt:

IRELAND.

The Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania is under many obligations to Most 
Excellent Companion James H. Neilson, of Dublin, Ireland, who at our 
request has furnished the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania the following 
history of the Royal Arch Degree in Ireland. In  a private letter accom-
panying the history he says that the Irish ritual from beginning to end,
first to thirty-third degree, is different from that of every other country. 
W ith pleasure we submit the sketch.
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THE IRISH BOYAR ABCH DEGREE, WITHIN WHICH IS NOW CONTAINED THE DE- 

GKEES FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE EXCELLENT, SUPER-EXCELLENT, THE VIR-
TUAL MASTER, AND ROYAL ARCH.

The earliest known record of the conferring of the degrees formerly 
known in Ireland as “ The Higher Degrees,” is that contained in the
Minute Book of the Kilwinning High Knight Templars’ Lodge of Ireland, 
under date the 24th of January, 1780. There is a lodge resolution that 
“ the lodge should henceforth confer the higher degrees.” No definition 
is given of these higher degrees so arranged to be conferred. The min-
utes of the 6th of March following for the first time record the conferring 
of the degrees of Excellent and Super-Excellent on a Brother Darling, 
and it is presumed these degrees are two of “ The Higher Degrees” re-
ferred to in the minutes of 24th January, 1780.

The subsequent minutes up to the 16th of August, 1804 (when the 
book ceases), contains several entries of the conferring from time to time 
of these degrees.

The earliest record of the conferring of the Eoyal Arch Degree is also 
to be found in the same minute book, under date of 17th of April; 1780, 
wherein it is recorded that “ the Eoyal Arch Degree was conferred ” on 
several brethren therein named.

These minutes contain several entries of the conferring of the Eoyal 
Arch Degree down to the 16th of August, 1804, when, as before 'men-
tioned, the book ceases 

The earliest minute from which the title of the presiding officer can be 
obtained is that of the 4th of December, 1780, wherein he is described as
“the Worshipful High Priest in the chair.”

From the same book of minutes, under date of the 2d of December, 
1781, it has been ascertained that the degrees of Excellent, Super-Excel-
lent, Eoyal Arch, and High Knights Templais, were conferred at the same 
meeting on the same Brethren. When the degree of Virtual Master was
first instituted in Ireland, is unknown. I t certainly was not worked in 
the Kilwinning H. K. T. Lodge, or Lodges 2 or 620, all of which lodges 
were the leading lodges in Dublin from 1783 to 1804, and worked the 
Excellent, Super-Excelleut, and Eoyal Arch Degrees. No record exists 
even since 1804 in the minute books of Lodges 2 or 620 (which are still 
two of the leading lodges in Dublin), of its ever having been conferred in 
them.

The origin of this degree of the Virtual Master seems to have been, that 
a law was passed by the Grand Eoyal Arch Chapter (but at what date is 
unknown) by which it was ordered that the degree of Eoyal Arch should 
not be conferred on any Brother who had not passed the chair of a Blue 
Lodge. This degree seems thereupon to have been instituted for the pur-
pose of qualifying Brethren for the Eoyal Arch Degree who had not passed 
the chair of a Blue Lodge.

Serious inconveniences having arisen in Blue Masonry from the Breth-
ren who had received this degree of Virtual Master, considering and often 
assuming the rank of Past Masters, also from certain other causes, the 
old degrees of Excellent, Super-Excellent, the Virtual Master, and Eoyal 
Arch, were, on Wednesday, the 16th day of November, 1864, consolida-
ted into one, and have since been styled the Royal Arch Degree.
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The result of this change may be illustrated from the following, show-

ing the changes made in the names of the Chapter officers:
N a m e s  o f officers b e fo re  

1 6 th  N o v e m b e r , 1864. N a m e s  s in c e  1 6 th  N o v e m b e r , 1864.
1 Principal.................. ....................  King.
2 Principal.........................................  High Priest.
3 Principal....................................; . Chief Scribe.

( Captain of the Host.
3 Sojourners..........................................J Superintendent of the Tabernacle.

[ Royal Arch Captain.
2 Scribes................................................t Captain Scarlet Veil.

’ J Captain Purple Veil.
H. P ......................... ...........................  Captain Blue Veil.
P ursu ivan t.........................................  Janitw. i
A Paid Officer.................................... An Hon. Officer.

I t need not be added that this change has made this degree completely 
an Irish degree, unlike the degrees given in  the good olden times, or as 
at present worked in any other country.

A vain attempt was made to model this new degree after the fashion of
the American degree, but the attempt did not succeed.

This Royal Arch Degree does not seem ever to have been styled in 
Ireland “Holy Royal Arch.”

CONCLUSION.

We have finished, and very unsatisfactory to ourselves is our work. 
The Masonic duties of the past year have been very severe on us. The 
report has been prepared at night, and oftentimes the small hours of the
morning have found us hard at work. We have very much enjoyed the 
company of our Companions of the Reportorial Corps; it has seemed to 
us as in the olden times; and although many new faces have been present 
before us, yet nearly all of the old friends are still with us. But one or 
two are missing. Even those who have preceded us as Chairmen of the 
Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Chapter of Pennsyl-
vania, Companion Past Grand High Priest George Griscom, who wrote 
the first Report on Correspondence in 1856, and Companions William H. 
Allen and William J. Kelly are with us to assist and cheer us in our labor 
of love.

We have respectfully and earnestly requested the Most Excellent Grand 
High Priest to relieve us from serving any longer on this committee, and 
take pleasure in  presenting to the favorable consideration of the Com-
mittees on Correspondence, our successor.

RHODE ISLAND

Comes to us for the years 1875 and 1876 in a remarkably neat pamphlet, 
garnished with portraits of two of its P. G. H. Priests; and the G. H. P. 
Companion Fran cello G. Jillson, after opening the Grand Chapter on 9th
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March, 1875, tells us that “ we are judged very much by other Grand 
Bodies according to the character and style of our printed proceedings.” 
This is rather a new standard, and indeed we were rather inclined to 
estimate them by their gastronomic-propensities, as, heretofore, after the 
usual business, the Companions repaired to the Council Chamber and 
dined together agreeably to the ancient customs of this Grand Chapter, 
and a very good custom too when the Grand body is so small as to render 
the same convenient.

The Grand Secretary recommends a capitation tax to raise funds.
And the committee on G. H. P. address recommends that rejections be 

reported to the Grand Secretary, who shall report to the several subor-
dinates. Both these provisions exist in Alabama.

Companion Jillson was re-elected, and also Companion G. H. Burn-
ham, the Grand Secretary.

In the same pamphlet we find the proceedings for 1876, of March
the 14th.

Both the M. Ex. G. H. Priest, P. G. Jillson, and the B. Ex. Grand
Secretary, George H. Burnham, declined re-election.

The per capita tax was resorted to.
The report on Correspondence is by Companion Burnham, who fol-

lowed the lead of Companion Moses, we think, of Virginia, who one year
mixed up the proceedings terribly. Now, being of a very systematic turn, 
th is disgruntled us very much, and so deranged our ideas that we had not 
the heart to pick them out.

The Grand Chapter elected Companion Wm. T. C. Wardwell M. Ex. G. 
H . Priest, and Companion William B. Greene, I!. Ex., Grand Sec-
retary.

The convocation for 1877, also in hand, shows that it  was held on 13th 
of March, with Companion Wm. T. C. Wardwell, G. H. P., and Compan-
ion Greene, Grand Secretary. \

, The address pertains to local business only, of no particular interest to 
the Craft in general, except that a dispensation “to vote for degrees in  
Boyal Arch Masonry in the Mark Master’s Lodge, providing all present 
were B. A. Masons.” This strikes us as a novelty and innovation on 
Masonic principle. We are at a loss to conceive why, if there were 
present a sufficient number of B. A. Masons, a Chapter could not have 
been opened, and the business regularly transacted. We say we are at a 
loss for the necessity, though the G. H. Priest also required “that every 
member of the Chapter be notified of the application, and of the appli-
cant’s name, and the time when such ballot should be taken.”

We have been very much bothered to know what character of dinner
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this Grand Chapter had every year, and we have at last found that it cost 
about one dollar or less per capita.

A new constitution was adopted at this convocation, and all laws and 
edicts conflicting therewith repealed.-

In it, it is provided that the M. W. G. Master of Masons, all P. G. M’s, 
provided they are Companions ot the Order, and members of subordinate 
Chapters, "shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of member-
ship.”

It also provides that the officers of each Subordinate Chapter shall con-
sist of a—

High Priest, Boyal Arch Captain,

The first five of whom shall be elected by ballot, the remainder shall be 
appointed by the High Priest elect.

The italics are ours.
Companion Burnham presented the Correspondence report, reviewing

thirty-four Grand Chapters, among which we find Alabama for 1876.
Had we not occupied already so much space, we would be glad to give 
further notice of the report.

The officers remain the same as last year.

The proceedings of this Grand Chapter for the convocation held on 
13th February, 1877, we now take up, finding Companion Wm. K. Blake, 
M. Ex. G. H. Priest, and Companion J. E. Burke, Grand Secretary.

The G. H. P., in his address, seeks to induce the Conpanions to draw 
lessons of wisdom from a retrospection:

“To the toiling millions who have participated in its stirring events, 
the past has been a year freighted with joy to some; with sorrow to others; 
and with the stern demands of duty to all. Happy for each of us will it 
be if, with the fruitful instructions of the century to assist us, we recog-
nize the full measure of our individual responsibility. If, amid the 
active employments and constantly recurring struggles and temptations 
of life, we have been temperate, prudent, faithful, and just; if our handk 
have ever been ready to assist the unfortunate, and our voices ever
prompt to encourage the weak, to cheer the afflicted, and save the fallen; 
if, in these things, conscience witnesses to our fidelity, be assured that 
every act of duty thus performed will make its impress for good upon our

King,
Scribe,
Treasurer,
Secretary,
Chaplain,
Captain of the Host, 
Principal Sojourner,

Master of 3d Veil, 
Master of 2d Veil,
Master of 1st Veil, 
Musical Director, 
Senior Steward, 
Junior Steward, 
Tiler.

SOUTH CAROLINA.
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lives, while every instance of failure will leave a scar Which no healing 
art nor power of man can remove.

We find nothing to which we deem it necessary to call the attention of 
the Craft in the proceedings, they pertaining exclusively to local matters.

The report on Correspondence is by the Grand Secretary, making an 
admirable synopsis of the proceedings reviewed, his comments being 
judicious and kind, while we regard his views of Masonic law as exceed-
ingly sound, perhaps because they agreed with otirs.

The same officers were continued.
TENNESSEE.

The forty-eighth convocation of the Grand Chapter of Tennessee was 
held on 16th November, 1876, M. Ex. A. S. Currey, G. H. Priest, pre-
siding.

We extract the following letter of thff M. Ex. G. High Priest to sundry 
brethren of one of the subordinates, which had probably forfeited its 
Charter, only because it  gives a faithful view of the complaints arising 
from many of the jurisdictions, more especially of those in  our section; 
and it exhorts so eloquently to be “at work” to provide for those in want 
and distress;

“I  am gratified to learn that the Companions at Winchester are becom-
ing ‘-aroused,” and manifest a disposition to resume labor, either de novo
or as members of the Old Chapter. It would afford me pleasure to com-
ply -with their-'sishes, and aid them to the full extent of my power, but I  
do not conceive that it is in the power of the Grand High Priest, in the 
absence of any authority or precedent, to remit the dues of subordinate 
Chapters or of individual members. In  a time of great pecuniary distress 
like the present, when few' escape its depressing influence, and feel able
to meet all the demands made upon them, and when the dues of Compan-
ions may be expected to accumulate against them from non-payment, 
were such a dangerous power evoked in one instance, it might, with 
equal propriety, be claimed by numerous others. By generous forbear-
ance on the part of the Grand Chapter and its subordinates toward delin-
quents, and even of Companions toward each other, some relief might be 
afforded in not exacting the full amount of indebtedness at present, but 
in granting every possible indulgence until a time of greater prosperity.
No one, certainly, can feel himself so destitute, even at the present crisis,
as to withold the means of meeting current expenses and of responding
to the calls of those who have a prior claim upon our assistance. When 
we consider the condition of the widowed and fatherless, who are help-
less in their destitution, as contrasted with our own, how important is it 
that every Lodge, Chapter, and Commandery in the State should be at 
work to provide for them. Now is the time, if at all, w-e should be active 
in the discharge of every duty to the full extent of our power. Our 
stated Convocations should be regularly held, without remissness on the 
part of a single member, either in his attendance or his quarterly con-
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ment which some may declare is all that underlies our chosen institution, 
but let it  be a life labor of love to demonstrate to ourselves and to the 
world that true Christian beneficence which should ever shed a halo of 
light about our altars and scatter blessings on the race. Thus shall we
make Free Masonry a power for good throughout the land, and render
our names and those of our posterity honorable in  the history of men. 
Thus only shall we fulfill the destiny to which we are beckoned by every 
consideration of duty, and by all the noblest feelings of our better nature, 
while we thus attain our mission to be

Free, equal and fraternal,
In God’s own way and time;

To live the life eternal,
And to love the love sublime.

Companion Poland again reported for the committee on correspond-
ence, giving us full notice. He misconstrues our position on the right of 
the Tiler to vote, for so far from thinking that he ought not to vote if a 
member of the Chapter, we (in our report for 1875, the same being un-
der review by the Companibn,) said: “ We are at a loss to imagine on
what grounds he could have decided the last (question) Otherwise, and
regret that the dissenting member of the committee on jurisprudence
has not assigned his reasons for his difference. ” This is the rule, here 
and everywhere, we believe. Companion Poland’s report is written 
“  currente calamo,” giving to the Green Mountain Masons a very correct 
view of what may be doing in other jurisdictions, and of what differences 
there may be in decisions.

Companion Dana was re-elected M. Ex. G. H. P., and Companion 
Wm. H. S. Whitcomb Grand Secretary.

VIRGINIA.

Sadly and mournfully do we take up the pamphlet containing the pro-
ceedings from this jurisdiction for the convocation held 14th of Decem-
ber, 1876, for the first page reminds us of the death of that very Nestor 
in Masonry, the punctilious, devoted, Christian Mason, whose name has 
so long been there as Grand Secretary. We mean Companion John Dove.

Companion Wm. H. Lambert was M. Ex. G. H. P., and Companion 
Wm. B. Isaacs, whose name is not unknown to us, fills the place of Grand 
Secretary.

The G. H. Priest opens his address thus:
“ C o m p a n io n s :

As the mariner, who for many weary months has been sailing o’er tem-
pestuous seas, and when homeward bound is nearing that haven of rest 
where loved ones are, and is anxiously anticipating tidings of the past, 
whether of weal or woe; so we, Companions, have looked forward with 
pleasure and with deep sadness to this our Grand Annual Convocation—
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with pleasure, to greet old and dear friends, to draw closer together those 
ties which have so long united us, to renew our friendships, and counsel 
together for the future; with deep sadness, to feel that the afflicting hand 
of an all-wise God has been laid heavily upon us as a Grand Body, that
those places which for so many years have been occupied by old and well 
tried veterans, yea, our fathers in Masonry, are now vacant; and when 
we contemplate the dark and lowering clouds which envelope us as a na-
tion, well may sadness fill our hearts.”

Of Companion Dove the Grand Chaplain says:
“ Another sad stroke of the setting-maul was given, and the venerable 

Grand Secretary, who had long passed his four score years of pilgrimage, 
and had come nearly to his three score years of continued service in this 
Grand Chapter, the faithful receiver, the accurate recorder, the neat 
scribe, the orderly workman, the punctual officer, the embodiment of 
Masonic law and usage, the only living actor in the organization of this 
Grand Chapter, the reliable Mason, the inborn gentleman—Eminent 
Companion -John Dove—ripe in years, in honor, in experience, in service, 
and equally so, we trust, in  piety, fell—fell on the 16th of November, as 
falls the mighty oak of the ancient forest, having withstood the blighting 
storms of many winters, ever towering in majesty above his fellows, and 
in  its fall making the earth to tremble with the shock. The fall of one 
so learned in  Masonic lore, so true to his post, and so faithful therein, 
not once absent during the fifty-eight years of service, and books present 
and ready, and papers all filed, could not but make our whole Jurisdic* 
tion and every member thereof feel its force. His fame was far beyond. 
Not only America, but Europe knew and honored him. To him Masonry 
in  Virginia looked as a foster father.”

The Chairman of the Committee, Companion Isaacs, acknowledged the 
receipt of Grand Chapter proceedings, and said:

“ As Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, he can 
only express his regrets over his inability to present his usual annual re-
port. That regret is much increased, not only in  consideration of the 
very complimentary resolution passed by the Grand Chapter at its last 
annual convocation, but for the cause which prevented. I t -has been our 
custom to obtain possession of the proceedings for revision in November 
of each year. This year parental ill, and daily declining health, claimed
our undivided attention. Fully realizing the gradual, solemn approach 
of the last inevitable, and this unceasing watching, waiting, waiting, 
watching for a human soul, the soul of a life-long Mason, the soul of an 
aged Christian warrior, t&ke its eternal flight, incapacitates the human 
mind for other labor. This we offer you, Companions, as our apology,
with every assurance of its appreciation and acceptance by you.”

And surely, Companions, we can all excuse and sincerely sympathize 
with him.

Companion W. H. Lambert was made M. Ex. G. H. P., and Compan-
ion Isaacs, Grand Secretary.
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WEST VIRGINIA.

And now for the younger Virginia Grand Chapter, held 16th of Novem*
ber, 1876, M. Ex. Companion H. McS. Gamble, G. H. P.

A new constitution was adopted.
A suitable expression of grief at the death of Companion Dove .was 

made.
There was no report on correspondence, nor do we see any provision 

for one next year.

WISCONSIN.

The twenty-seventh annual convocation of this Grand Chapter was 
held on 20th of February, 1877, M. Ex. Companion Wm. C. Swain, G.
H. P., and Companion John W. Woodhull, Grand Secretary.

We commend the following views of the G. H. P . to our Companions;
“ The idea seems to generally prevail, that the sole object of our Ma-

sonic Bodies is to make Masons. We theoretically deny this, but prac-
tically admit it, by calling those bodies dead, which have no candidates. 
When we disabuse our minds of this impression, and adopt other means 
of making our Convocations interesting, we shall hear no more com-
plaints of lack of attendance, or of indifference, and shall have no dead 
bodies clinging to our skirts.

“ One of the results of this prevailing impression is, that comparative-
ly few Masons have any idea that there is any practical meaning attached 
to our ritual, and, while seeing our symbols, have little knowledge of 
what is symbolized; and it is to this that we owe, in  a great measure, the 
levity and innovation which have been introduced into our work, and 
which, I am happy to say, owing to the wise counsels and exertions of
my predecessors, is being rapidly done away.

“ As one method of awakening the interest of Companions, and of dif-
fusing Masonic light and information, I  suggest that the proceedings, 
constitution, edicts, &c., of this Grand Chapter should be read aloud in 
the Convocations of subordinates. At present, the knowledge of our
deliberations and laws is confined to very few members of the Royal 
Craft. To the great mass of Companions they are a sealed book. Our 
Foreign Correspondence, upon which so much labor is expended', and 
which gives us an epitome of what is being transacted throughout the 
Masonic world, is written for very few besides reporters. Give all the 
Companions the benefit of these Proceedings, and soon discussions will
arise upon questions involved, which will lead to further search for light, 
and the introduction of candidates will come to be looked upon as an in-
terruption.

“ While upon this subject, I call your attention to the desirability of
allowing a Master Mason time to digest the Masonic food he has already 
received, before rushing him to a new feast, and gorging him with the 
Capitular degrees when he is already loaded to repletion. To do this, it 
is necessary to choke off the recruiting officers from the Blue Lodges, and
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allow the candidate to go "higher, “ of his own free will and accord.” I
consider it fully as unmasonic, to solicit a Master Mason to advance into 
the Chapter, as to urge a profane to apply for initiation. A Master Ma-
son should be discouraged from applying to the Chapter, until he has ad-
vanced far enough into the S. \  S. ■. to comprehend the designs upon the 
Trestle Board.”

Companion J. C. P. Cottrill again came forward with the report on cor-
respondence, made in his usual full and complete and judicious style. 
We can’t help it, but must clip his quaint method of settling the ques-
tion of Negro Masonry, just, proper, and Masonic, just what we have 
contended for elsewhere :

“ He speaks of the recognition of colored R.:. A. \  Masons, and recom-
mends it. We agree. If  a man is lawfully and Masonically a R. \  A. \  
Mason he ought to be recognized as such; and that seems to us to be the 
whole of the question. Of course this implies regular making, in a law-
ful Chapter, and in full form. That done a man is a R. •. A.-. Mason,
whether white, black, spotted or otherwise as to skin, or as to anything 
else. But at the bottom of it all he must be regularly made, in lawful 
manner, and in a lawful Chapter, holding fealty and receiving its charter 
from a lawful Grand Chapter. It is stated in the address that the news-
papers say that a Chapter of colored R. •. A. \  Masons has been organized 
here; but if it has not been organized by the authority of the Grand 
Chapter of Iowa, that ends the question as to its members. The action
taken was merely a recommendation that the Grand Lodges convene by 
delegates and settle the question, which we have for some time supposed
had been settled by universal agreement as above stated,”

SCOTLAND.

We have received “the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scot-
land’s Reporter,” bearing date March, 1876, which gives us great pleasure, 
it being the first record which has reached us from this distant portion of
the Craft Prom it we learn that Sir Michael R. Shaw Stewart, Baronet,
is First Grand Principal.

The Rt. Hon., the Earl of Mara Kelly, Second Grand Principal. The 
Hon. and Rev. A. C. Baillie Hamilton, Third Grand Principal, who, we 
presume, answer to the Grand Council in  American Grand Chapters.

We find a few of our Grand Chapters have Representatives there, and 
we believe that if all of them exchanged representatives we might become 
better acquainted.

On the roll of Chapters we find some owing allegiance to this Grand 
Chapter in all quarters of the globe, India, Africa, Asia, and America.

We find at the date of 16th June, 1875, the Supreme Chapter does not 
recognize the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia.

June 16th, 1875.
“Eo die—The Grand Scribe E. read a letter from the P. Z. of the
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Kilwinning in  the East, Chapter Calcutta No. 64, as to a member of that 
Chapter alleged to have been expelled by a Craft Lodge in  1860, and who 
had filled the Chair of Z. in the Chapter in 1866, inquiring if the sentence
had been removed. The Supreme Chapter unanimously resolved not to 
order any inquiry into the matter.” This is not the way we would do 
things here.

In  committee meeting of 7th July, 1876, information was determined to 
be given to the Provincial Grand Superintendent of New Zealand, not to 
allow any of the Chapters in  his jurisdiction to recognize any as M. 
Masons who might receive the degrees in  any Lodge working under a 
warrant from a body styling itself the Grand Orient of Egypt, which was 
indorsed unanimously by the Supreme Chapter at quarterly meeting, 1st 
March, 1876. >

The Supreme Chapter seems to look through a committee which meets 
a few days before the quarterly meetings, and reports to Grand Chapter. 
We have no way of telling whether this committee be large or small.

This Grand Body has a very pleasant Bank account, and seems in  no 
danger of w'ant.

GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER.

We have also before us the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter 
for the year 1877. I t convened at Buffalo on the 21st of August last. 
Alabama was represented for the first time since 1859.

The address of the General Grand High Priest, Companion Elbert H. 
English, is long and interesting. Thirty-five Grand Chapters are mem-
bers of this August Body, leaving out, we believe, only Pennsylvania, 
Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia.

The Convocation seems to have been an interesting one. John Frizzell, 
of Tennessee, was elected General Grand High Priest, and Christopher G. 
Fox, of New York, was re-elected General Grand Secretary.

Companion Josiah H. Drummond, of Maine, offered the following reso-
lution:

Resolved, That whereas the General Grand Chapter is averse to laying
burdens upon the companions of the place in  which it may meet, it  hereby
requests that no arrangements be made for any festivities or excursions at 
its next convocation.

But of course it was rejected, although Alabama cast its four votes in  
favor of it.

There are Subordinate Chapters under the immediate jurisdiction of 
the G. G. Chapter in Dakota, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Washington,
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Wyoming, and Utah Territories. Also one in Chili, one in the Hawaiian 
Islands, one in Smyrna, (Turkey,) and one in  China, at Shanghai.

The next Triennial Convocation will be held in Detroit, on the 4th 
Tuesday in August, 1880.

Your committee had selected some decisions of the General Grand 
Chapter to be included in this report, but as most of them can only be 
identified by reference to the address of the G. G. H. P., they are 
omitted.

Thus your committee have brought their labors to a close. Harmony, 
but depression, is found almost every where among the Craft. Few juris-
dictions do not tell of hard times and great want, and in all them is 
mourning. The past year seems to have been peculiarly fatal to many of 
our most prominent, gifted, and esteemed companions. Mourning is on 
every side ! Then, Companions, let us so live and act as to be at all 
times ready for the call. P, J, PILDANS,

Chairman,



GRAND SECRETARY’S ANNUAL REPORT.

GRAND SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
M o n t g o m e r y ,  December 4, 1877.

To the M. Me. Grand Chapter of Alabama:
I  herewith submit to the Grand Chapter my account for the expiring 

Masonic year.
The unexpended balance of the Contingent Fund, amounting to three 

hundred and fourteen dollars and fifty-five cents, has been paid over into 
the hands of the Grand Treasurer, and his receipt is herewith submitted.

Fourteen (14) copies of the Chapter Code have been sold since my last 
report, leaving now in the office of the Grand Secretary three hundred 
and twenty-five (325) copies.

All of which is most fraternally submitted.

G r a n d  C h a p t e r  o f  A l a ba m a ,

In  account with DANIEL SAYRE,
Grand Secretary.

DANIEL SAYRE,
Grand Secretary.

1876. CR.
Dee. 3. By Dues at this Grand Convocation 

“  26. “ Contingent F u n d ..........................
$ 768 00 

400 00
1877. BACK DUES.

Mar. 5. By Gordon Chapter No. 73. 
May 25. “  Choctaw Chapter No. 44 
July 13. “  Mineral City No. 101__

$44 25 
21 00
13 50— 78 75

“ 14 Codes 14 00

$1,260 75
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1876. DR,
Dec. 26. To paid Grand Treasurer.................................... 768 00
1877.
Mar. 2. To paid James Davidson  2 50
April 30. “ “  Armstrong & Co., Printers................... 144 00
May 2. “  “  P o s tag e ...   15 00
June 20. “  “  Dues to G. G. Chapter.........................  13 45
Sept. 1. “  “  Barrett & Brown, P rinters................. 2 50

<< •< <■ Expressage , .................................  75,
Nov. 27, “ “  Grand T r e a s u r e r . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... 314 55—$1,260

DANIEL SAYRE,
Grand Secretary.

M o n t g o m e r y ,  December 4, 1877.



GRAND TREASURER’S ANNUAL REPORT.

G b a n d  C h a p t e b  o p A l a b a m a , 4
In account vnth WILLIAM H. DINGLEY,

Or and Treasurer.
1876. CB.
Dec. 7. By Balance    $ 670 95

“ 26. “  Received from Grand Secretary |768 00
1877.
Nov. 27. “ Received from Grand Secretary 314 55— 1,082 55

1,653 50
1876. DR.
Dec. 7. By Committee on Work, J .  H. Johnson_ 45 00

“  7. 11 “  “  L. W. Jenk ins.. . 25 00
“ 7. “  “  “  H. C. Armstrong.. 24 25
« 7. “  “  on Foreign Correspondence..... 150 00
“  9. “ Grand Sentinel  15 00
“ 26. “  “  Secretary............................................ 400 00
“ 26. “  “  “  Contingent F und  400 00

1877.
Aug. 15. “ Representative to General Grand Chapter. 100 00 

“ 15. “  Grand Treasurer  100 00— 1,259 25
Dec. 4. Balance on hand................................................ 394 25

$1,653 50
WILLIAM H. DINGLEY,

Grand Treasurer.
M o n t q o m e e t ,  A l a . ,  Dec. 4, 1877.
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REPORT ON FINANCE.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alabama:
Your Committee on Finance have examined the reports and vouchers 

of the E. Ex. Grand Treasurer, and E. Ex. Grand Secretary, and beg 
leave to report, that they find the same correct:

The funds in the hands of the Grand Treasurer on March 27, 1877,
amounted to ...................................... , ....................... $ 1,653 50
Expended to December 4th, 1877.......................... 1,259 25
Leaving balance on hand 394 25
Estimated receipts at this Convocation................................  750 00

Estimated amount in the Treasury...........................................$1,144 25
Your Committee recommend the following appropriations to be made 

to meet the necessary expenses of the Grand Chapter, to-wit:
To Companion Dingley, Grand Treasurer.............................. $ 100 00
“ « Sayre, Grand Secretary.................................... 400 00
“ “  Pillans, Foreign Correspondence  150 00
“ “  Grand Secretary for Contingent Fund   300 00

$ 950 00
All of which is respectfully, and fraternally submitted.

WILEY W. BLOODWOETH,
Chairman.



NAMES AND NUMBERS OE CHAPTERS,
W ith the number of members, amount of dues paid to the Grand Chap-

ter, and the number of those advanced, presided, received and ac-
knowledged, exalted, affiliated, rejected, and dimitted, since last return.

|| Num
ber..............

NAMES OF CHAPTERS.

||No. of M
embers.

Amount of Dues.

|| Advanced ..........
11Presided.............
11 Kec’d 

and 
Ack’d,

|| Exalted..............

►
3
S’S’p.

II Rejected............
[1Dim

itted.............

1 $ ..........
6
9 15 11 25

10 17 1
13 16 19 50 i 3 3 i 1
17 15 11 25 1
19 08
90 16 19 50
91 +1 30 75 3 1 3 3 9
99, 50 37 50 

18 00
3 3 3 3 1 3

93 14 1
94 14 25 50 4 4 4 4 3 1
96 16 12 00
98 47 35 25 3 3 9 9 o 5
35 James L. Daniel............................................. IS 13 50 1
37 11 17 25

16 5040 Camden........................................................... 11
44 16 12 00 6
63 C layton........................................................... 16 2 1 1
64 11 9 75
66 11 24: 00 4 6 6 6 7
71 41 32 25 3 3 3 3 9 1 4
73 14 18 00
76 11 17 25 1 1 3 1
8(1 Loachapoka......................*............................. 11 9 00 3 1
81 Jefferson.......................................................... 15 1
8fi Gaston.............................................................. 11 1
87 Moulton........................................................... 24 18 0C
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77

9 0
9 3
9 4

99
100 
102
103

NAMES OF CHAPTERS.

Greenville..............
Columbus...............
Cowikee................
Daniel P ratt..........
Oxford...................
Thomas M. Bragg
Bock Mills............
Cross P lains.. .
W arrior  ............

t)

$31  50  
11 25

15  00  
12 75  
1 5  75  
2 0  50  
1 8  00 
3 3  00

Bp.
E T .pr . 
£  :

&



AT REST.

“  After Life's Fitful Fever, they Sleep wellA

John T. Appling, Deo. 22, 1876___| . , T ,
Thomas P. Lewis, February 2 9 . . . .  \  Tuscaloosa • ..............No. 1
Lewelen Lewis, Apr. 16.................... L ivingston..............................  “  20
Frank B. Henderson, Jan. 30........ Montgomery . ' ......................  “ 22
John Linton, Apr. 8 ......................... I ~ . , T i. . ,,
Edwin F. Griset, Oct. 14..................\ Samt Jo h n s .............................. 28
Enoch H. Cook, Jan. ....... ................  Camden.................................. , “ 40
Jethro D. Rhodes, Aug. 14..............  C entral.................................... “  64
John H. Hargrove, Sept. 29............. Alabama.................................. “ 66
Nathaniel Hawkins, Mar. ....... ........ E ly to n ..................................  “ 76
James M. Allen, Sept. 17................' Loachapoka......................... ‘1 80
William W. Gilmore, J a n .— - __ Jefferson.............................. . *• 81
John P. Amerine, May 11, 1876... | ... ,, nn
James H. Dunklin, May 21..............j n   ‘ ^
Nathaniel M. Morris, Oct. 22.......... Daniel P ra t t . ................... _ “ 96
Andrew Simbler, May 3 . . . . . . . . . .  W arrior.. . . . . . . . . . . . ..........  “ 103



SUSPENDED FOE NON-PAYMENT OF DUES.

C l i n t o n  N o . 9.—Henry T. Snow—1.
L W in g s t o n  No. 20.—Boanerges C. Hunter—i.
M o n t g o m e r y  N o. 2 2 .—Cadwalader H. Beale, Timothy L . Jones—2. 
T a l l a d e g a  No. 2 3 .—Edwin C. Tuther, Albert 0 . Kirksey, J. Morgan 

Smith, Newton J. Skaggs—4.
U n io n  No. 26— C. P. Whitt—1.
S a i n t  J o h n ’s  No. 28.—John Ehrhalt, Columbus C. Gayle, Richard M. 

Nelson—3.
C a m d e n  N o. 40.—William A. George, Edward N. Jones, Felix Tait—3, 
C h oc t a w  N o . 44.—Thomas W. Coleman, David H. Smith, John 0. 

Chapman, Walter D. Campbell, Thomas J. Wilson, Thomas Bonner, Wil“
liam H. Johnson, Robert M. Hearin, David J. Wyth, Charles Nicholson, 
Asbury M. Stroud, John D. Ryan—12.

A l a b a m a  No. 66.—Charles C. Cowles—1.
L a n d m a r k  No. 71 George H. Thomas—1.
L o a ch a pok a  No, 8 0 .—John B. Ross, John I .  Nelms, Thomas D. 

H art—3.
J e f f e r s o n  No. 81.—Timothy G. Cornish, Bryan W. Whitfield, C. W. 

Dustan, Benjamin T1. Hart, Edward A. Taylor, Emanuel Adlsr—6. 
G a s t on  N o. 85,—Nathaniel A. Gilmore—1.
C o lu m b u s  No. 93.—Benjamin Dowd—1.
O x f o r d  N o. 9 8 .—James M. McLane—1.
C r o ss P l a in s  No, 102.—Adolphus M. Keer—1.



REINSTATED.

C yb Os No. 6.—Hozekiah Call—1.
M oun t M o b ia h N o. 19.—Robert H. Williams—1.
L iv in g s t o n  N o. 2 0 .—Socrates Parker—1.
!Eu f a u l a  No. 21.—Patrick O’Byrne—1.
C oncoed  No. 37.— Robert T. Smith— 1.
C a m d en  No. 10.—Malcomb McNeill—1.
C h oc t a w  No. 14.—Harrison It. Callis—1.
C l ay t oN N o. 63.— Richard Reynolds, Henry Bradly— 2.
E l y t o n  No. 76— William E. Hanby, Henry E. Fancher, Robert S.

SUSPENDED FOR UNMASONIO CONDUCT.

Vann—3.

EXPELLED,

Daniel W. Chandless Tuscumbia No. 10

Joseph H. Hampshire 
R, C, S tew art.. .

Mobile.
Clayton

No. 21
“  63



RECAPITULATION.

Chapters that made returns. ............................................................ 37
Chapters that paid dues......................................................................... 33
Chapters that were represented............................................................. 29
Members reported lit this Convocation......................................932
Estimate of membership not reported ........................127— 1,059
Dues received at this Grand Convocation  .............................. $565 75

WoEK OF THE YeAB.
A dvanced ...................................................................      42
Presided............................... ' ............... 47
Beceived and Acknowledged......................................................................... 45
Exalted........................... . . . 7 . . . ..................     47
Affiliated.....................................  15
Kejected.   .........................       3
Dimitted.................................  47
D ied..........................................................................................................   16
Expelled..............................................      1
Suspended for U. M. C ....................       2
Suspended for N. P. D   ...........   42
Beinstated  .............................    12

State of the Chaftebs.
Chapters square upon the books..................................................    32
Chapters under Dispensation................................................>.....................  0
Chapters Delinquent .............................................................................  17
Charters forfeited  ...........................................................................54

Whole number at the end of the year.....................................  103

6



NOTICE TO SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS.

Officers of Subordinate Chapters, and especially High Priests and Sec-
retaries, are requested to take particular notice of the following:

“ Any Chapter under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter failing to 
assemble once in any year, (at least once in any year, is the meaning), or 
being represented in this Grand Chapter for three years successively, or

T fail for two successive years to make their returns, and pay the dues re-
quired by the third section of this article, the charter of said Chapter 
shall be forfeited. ” (See Section 2, Article III, of the By-Laws of the Grand 
Chapter.

CHAPTERS DELINQUENT IN 1877.

DELINQUENT IN DUES.
Tuscaloosa......... ..................No. 1 Farriorville...............
Eunom ia............ .................. “ 5 Midway......................
Tuscumbia.......... ........................ “  10 Bell.............................

........................  “  19
Fulton................. ................... “ 32 George D . Norris. . .
Lebanon.............. .................. “  57 Mineral City.............
Russell............... .................. “  65

DELINQUENT IN REPRESENTATIVES.
Tuscaloosa.......... .................. No. 1 Russell......................
Eunom ia............ ................... “  5 Farriorville..............
Tuscumbia........ .................. “ 10 Midway......................
Mount Moriah.. .................. “ 19 Jefferson....................
U nion................. ........................ » 26 Bell............................
F ulton ................ ................. " 32 Gaston....................... . , i .
Concord.............. ..................  “  37 George D. N orris...
Lebanon................... ........................ “  57 Mineral C ity................

MAKING NO RETURNS.
Tuskegee............

72
83
85
91

101

67 
72 
81
83 
85 
91 

101

No. 13
CHARTERS FORFEITED.

Numbers 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, l l ,  12, 14, 15, 16, 18, 25, 27, 29, 30, 31, 33, 36, 
38, 39, 41, 42, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 55, 56, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62,
68, 69, 70, 74, 75, 77, 78, 79, 82, 84, 86, 88, 89, 92, 95, 97.
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MEMORANDA.

REPRESENTATIVES OP OTHER GRAND CHAPTERS NEAR THE GRAND CHAPTER OP

George I). Norris, M. D ........
ALABAMA.

. New Market............ .. District of Columbia.
Peleg Brown......................... Mobile...................... .. Indiana.
John G. H arris........................ .Livingston.............. . .Kansas.
Palmer J. P illans.................... .Mobile..................... .. Louisiana.
George D. Norris, M. D ........ .New M arket............ .. Massachusetts.
James E. Cobb........................ .Tuskegee................ . . Minnesota.
David Clopton......................... M ontgomery.......... .. Mississippi.
Peleg Brown................ ........ . Mobile...................... .. Missouri,
Wiley W. Bloodwortb, M. D. .Loachapoka............ . .Nebraska.
James H. Joiner...................... . Talladega................ . .New Jersey.
H. Clay Armstrong................ .Tuskegee................ . Nova Scotia.
Daniel Sayre........................... .M ontgom ery.......... . .  Oregon.
John A. Padgett...................... . Butledge.................. . .  Quebec.
George D. Norris, M. D ........ .New M arket........... . .  South Carolina.
Peleg Brown.............., ............ . Mobile...................... . .  Tennessee.
James E. Cobb........................ .Tuskegee................ . .Vermont.
George P. Harrison J r .......... . Auburn.................... . .Wisconsin.
REPRESENTATIVES OP THE GRAND CHAPTER OP ALABAMA NEAR OTHER GRAND

Charles W. Hancock..............
CHAPTERS.

.Washington City.. . .  District of Columbia.
Albert D. McConaughey........ . Atchison................. . .  Kansas.
Frederick G. Walbridge........ .Boston..................... . .Massachusetts.
Moses W. Getchell.................. • M inneapolis........... . .Minnesota.
Kobert L. Saunders................ .Jackson.................... . .  Mississippi.
Thomas E. Garrett................ . Saint Louis............. . .  Missouri.
William E. H ill...................... .Nebraska C ity........ . .Nebraska.
Frederick G. Weise................ .Bordentown............. ..New Jersey.
John W. Simons.................... .New York............... .. New York.
Rocky P. E arh art.. ................ Salem ...................... . .Oregon.
Angus Grant........................... . Montreal.................. . .  Quebec.
Augustine T. Smythe.............. . Charleston............... . . South Carolina.
Jonathan S. Davis.................. .P aris ........................ . .  Tennessee.
Justus W. F. W ashburn........ M ontpelier............. . .Vermont.
Alexander M. Evans.............. .Middleway............. . .West Virginia.
William C. Swain.................... . Milwaukee............. . .Wisconsin.
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GRAND SECRETARIES AND THEIR ADDRESS.

0. A labam a...................  Daniel Sayre......................Montgomery.
1. Arkansas..................... Luke E. Barber...................Little Rock.
2. California....................Charles Louis Wiggin____San Francisco.
3. Canada........................ John J . Mason...................Hamilton, Ontario.
4. Colorado . .   Edward C. Parmelee........Georgetown.
5. Connecticut............... Joseph K. Wheeler Hartford.
6. District of Columbia. Charles W. Hancock........Washington.
7. Delaware.....................John P. Almond.................Wilmington.
8. F lo rid a .......................DeW itt C. Dawkins Jacksonville.
9. Georgia.........................James Emmett Blackshear.Macon.

10. Illinois.........................James H...Miles..................Chicago.
11. Indiana........................John M. Bramwell Indianapolis.
12. Iowa.............................William B. Langridge__ Muscadine.
13. K ansas........................Erasmus T. C arr.............Leavenworth.
14. K entucky................... Joseph H. Branham.........Louisville,
15. L ouisiana...................James C, Batchelor......... New Orleans.
16. Maine...........................Ira Berry............................Portland.
17. Maryland..................... William A. Wentz...............Baltimore.
18. M assachusetts Zephaniah H. Thomas J r. Boston.
19. Michigan.....................William P. Innes  Grand Rapids.
20. M innesota...................Azariah T. C. Pierson. . . .  Saint Paul.
21. Mississijipi................. John L. Power..................... Jackson.
22. Missouri.......................John W. Luke..................Saint Louis.
23. Nebraska.....................William R. Bowen........... Omaha.
24. Nevada.........................Samuel W. Ohubbuck...  .Gold Hill.
25. New Hampshire.......George P. Cleaves............Concord.
26. New Jersey.................Thomas John ston Corson. Trenton.
27. New York...................Christopher Gt Fox......... Buffalo.
28. North Carolina.........Donald W. Bain..............Wilmington.
29. Nova Scotia............... James G ossip..................Halifax.
30. Ohio.............................James Nesbitt ................... Troy.
31. Oregon.........................Rocky P. E arhart............. Portland.
32. Pennsylvania............. John Thomson................. PkiPraelpbia.
33. Quebec.........................James T. McMimn...........Montreal.
34. Rhode Island.............William R. Greene......... Providence,
35. South Carolina......... James E. Burke.  ............. . Charleston.
36. Tennessee...................John Frizzell.....................Nashville.
37. Texas ................Robert Brewster...............Houston.
38. Verm ont.....................William H. S. Whitcomb. Burlington,
39. Virginia.......................William.B. Isaacs..,.......Richmond.
40. West Virginia............Odel S. Long.....................Wheeling.
41. Wisconsin...............•. ..Jo h n W . Woodhull Milwaukee.

•42. United States..............Christopher G. Fox Buffalo, N. Y.



Council of Dig! ffricsis.
------------

N i n t h c o n v o c a t i o n .
M o n tg o m e r y , December 5 , 1 8 7 7 . 

The Council of High Priests for the State of Alabama 
met at the Masonic Hall, in the City of Montgomery, on 
Wednesday at 3 o’clock.

p r e s e n t :

M tx .e s  J. G r e e n e ...............................................................................................President.
H e n r y C r a y A r m s t r o n g ...............................................................................Vice President*
M a r t i n  G. S l a u g h t e r ................................................................................. Chaplain.
P a l m e r  J. P i l l a n s ,  as ..................................................................................Treasurer.
G e o r g e  W . T a y l o r ,  as................................................................................Recorder.
W i l l i a m  S. F o s t e r .............................................................................. .. Master of C.
J a m e s  H. J o i n e r ................................................................................................ Conductor.
J o s e p h  A . A d a m s , as   ........... .......................................................Herald.
S t e p h e n  H. B e * s l e y . ....................................................................................Steward.

Companions Peleg Brown and John G. Harris also 
present.

A Council of High Priests was opened in Ample 
Form.

■K *
Petitions for the Order of High Priesthood, accompanied '
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by the proper and necessary vouchers of having been 
elected and installed to preside over Chapters of Royal 
Arch Masons, and the requisite contribution, were pre-
sented from the following Companions:

William B. Wood, of Cyrus Chapter No. 6.
Louis T. Wimberly, of Loachapoka Chapter No. 80.
Alexander McCollister, of Cross Plains Chapter No. 102.

And were referred to the Committee of the Whole,
and a ballot was had, and they were elected:

The applicants, and also Companion William S. Ford, 
of Notasulga Chapter No. 92, (who had heretofore been 
elected,) were then introduced, set apart, and conse-
crated, to the Order of High Priesthood in Solemn 
Form.

The Council proceeded to the election of officers for
the ensuing year, and the following were duly elected:

OFFICERS:

M y l e s  J .  G r e e n e ............................................................................................President.
H e n r y  C l a y  A r m s t r o n g .     .......... ........................................Vice President.
M a r t i n  G . S l a u g h t e r   ............ ................................ .... Chaplain.
Louis T. W i m b e r l y   ........ ....................................... ^Treasurer.
G e o r g e  W. T a y l o r , ............................................................. . .Recorder.
W i l l i a m  S. F o s t e r .....................................................................Master of C.
J a m e s  H. J o i n e r  . . . ...................................................... .........................Conductor.
J o s e p h  A, A d a m s ..................................................  .Herald.
S t e p h e n  H. B e a s 1 ,e y .................................................................Steward,

And there being no further business to be brought 
before the Council, the minutes were read and ap« 
proved.

A
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The Council of High Priests was closed in Solemn 
Form until the next Annual Convocation of the Grand 
Chapter of the State of Alabama.

GEORGE W. TAYLOR,
Becorder.


