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P R O C E E D I N G S .

The M. Ex.  Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Alabama 
held its Forty-ninth Annual Grand Convocation at the New Masonic 
Temple, in the City of Montgomery, on Tuesday, the 7th day of 
December, A. D., 1875, A. L. 5875, Anno Inv. 2405.

PRESENT.

M Y L E S  J .  G R E E N E .................................... .........G ran d H ig h  P rie s t.
•TAMES E . COBB..............................................  .....D e p u ty  G. H . P rie st.
•TAMES M IL T O N ................ .....................................G ran d K in g ,
L U C K Y  W . J E N K IN S ......................................... G ran d  Scribe.
W IL L IA M H . D IN G L E Y ..................

R E V . JA M E S  K . H A Z E N ................
W IL L IA M  W . H A R D E R , p . 1
O L IV E R  S. B E E R S , p . t .....................
JA M E S  H . J O I N E R .............................
C H A R L E S  C O LEM A N , p . t ...............
E D W A R D  N . K R IN G .........................
W IL L IA M  S. F O S T E R ......................
JA M E S  D A V ID S O N .............................

PAST GRAND OFFICERS.

H E N R Y  C L A Y  A R M S T R O N G ......

.TAATF.S AT I d !  Tr N rn r r i f  :T.’ r<___ .1 ir :___

JA M  ES H . J O IN E R  ............................
S T E P H E N C. W IL L IA M S ................
P A L M E R  J .  P IL L A N S ......................

................. G ran d  Scribe.
................. G ra n d  Scribe.
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And High Priests, Kings, Scribes, and Proxies from Subordinate
Chapters, as follows:

No. 1. I I  P
13. G a in esv ille .................. ......  E d w a rd N . K r in g ............

“ 17. W etu rn  p k a .................. W illiam  S. P o n ic k * ........... “

M o b ile ............................ . ( W illiam  S. F o s te r* ............. . “
......  1 W illia m  T. W alth a ll*

( W illiam  D. W ad sw o rth ...
K .

...II . P .
tt 22. M o n tg o m e ry .............. K.

I Jo h n  G in d ra t W in te r ...... S.
“ 24. E u i'au la ......................... ....... J a m e s  M ilto n ...................... . ..I I .  P .

tt 28.
f W illiam  W . M cC ollum  ...

( J o h n  A. M c K in n o n .......... S.
“ :to. Ja m e s  P e n n ................. G eorge I. T n rn le y .............. .

a :t2 F u l to n ............................
85. Ja m es  L. D an iel......... ...... J u l iu s C. M itch e ll............. ... “

“ 40. C am den ........................ ....... L u e k y W . J e n k iu s ............ “
“ 44.

63
C h o c ta w .......................
C lay to n .........................

........ Seth S. M e lle n * ..................

........ A lto V elo L eo ......................
a 04 C e n tra l........................... ....... E d w a rd  G. W a lk e r ........... K .

fit!.
f O liver S. B eers* .................. ,...II . P .* K .

it 67. F a r r io rv il le ................. ........ A b ijah  H a le y ............ .......... ...H . P .
“ 70, C hoctaw  C o rn e r ........ ........ H o ra tio  C. G ray so n ...........

L a n d m a rk ...................
( .Jam es M . B rid g es.............. a

V1. K .
ii M id w ay ..... ...................

j Ja m e s  Stratto®  P a u llin .. . ..II . P .
72. K .

“ 7f>. E ly  to n .......................... ........ Sam  T h o m p so n ................. ....TI. P .
il 78. D a n v ille .......... . .......... ............. I esse J .  W oodall* .............. 11
“ 80. L o ach ap o k a ................

81.
f AVilliam W . H a rd e r .......... “

Je ffe rso n ...................... K .
it 88 D e ll................................ ........  Jo h n  W . G a rr is o n ............ . .. .I I . P .

85. G asto n ........................... ........  C harles F . T hreadg iil* ... S.
87. M o u lto n ........................ ........ D eW itt C. W h ite ................ ...H . 1>.

a oo. G re en v ille .................... .......  T hom as 11. B arge* ............

C o lu m b u s....................
f B en D ow d*...........................

08. IC.
a 04 C o w ik ee ....................... ........ T hom as Sw anson* ............ ....IT. P .

D an iel P r a t t ...............
f Ja m e s K . H a ze n ............... O

tt« 06. ........  |  S am u el P . S m ith ................ K .
a 08 O x fo rd .......................... ........ S tep h en C. W illia m s....... . ...H . P .
i t 100. ........  R ich a rd  J .  B reed ............... S.

I A n d rew  J .  S itto n .............. ....H . P .
a 102. Cross P la in s ...............

I R o b ert R. Savage*.

* P rox ies.

The M. Kx. Grand Royal Arch Chapter was opened in Ample 

Form.

*
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Prayer by the R. Ex. and Rev. Grand Chaplain, Companion Jam es 
K. Ilazen.

The M. Ex. Grand High Priest delivered his Annual Address, and 
on motion of Companion William T. Walthall, it was referred to a

special

C O M M IT T E E OX a . H . P . A D D R E SS.

W i l l i a m  T. W a l t h a l l , o f  M o b ile  X o . 21.

S e t h  S. M e l l e n , of C hoctaw  No. 44.
J a c o b  I I .  P r u e t t , o f M idw ay  No. 72.



Grand High Priest’s Annual Address.

Com panions o f  the G rand C h a p ter:

A n o th e r v o lu m e  in  th e  an n a ls  o f F re e m a so n ry  d raw s to a  close. 

A n o th e r d ra m a , fu ll o f s t i r r in g  scenes, is ab o u t to te rm in a te  a  y e a r  

th a t  w ill be  m em o rab le  in  h is to ry  fo r i ts  c h ap te r o f acc id en ts b y  

“ flood a n d  H eld.1’

F re e m a so n ry , h a v in g  w ith in  th e  scope o f its  o b jec ts  th e  n o tin g  o f 

p assin g  ev en ts , b o th  in  th e  n a tio n a l a n d  m o ra l w orld , fin d s a b u n d a n t 

m a te ria l fo r sp e c u la tio n  as to  th e  cause, as w ell as a  b ro ad  field  o f 

c h a r ity  for th e  a llev ia tio n  o f th e  d ire fu l effects, o f th e  d read fu l 

cyclones th a t  hav e  sw ep t across o u r  S o u th e rn  lan d .

Those te rr ib le  e n g in es .o f d e s tru c tio n  hav e  sc a tte re d  r u in  arid  deso-

la tio n  o v e r th e  fa ir  face o f  n a tu re , an d re n d e re d  h o use less a n d  h o m e-

less m a n y  o f o u r  a lre ad y  s tr ic k e n  people. In s p e c t in g  n e ith e r  age 

n o r  cond ition , th e y  hav e s tre w n  th e ir d re ad fu l p a th s  w ith  the m an g led  

re m a in s  o f h u m a n  v ic tim s , b r in g in g  so rrow  a n d  m o u rn in g  to m a n y  a 

devo ted  househo ld , w h e re  e rs t w h ile  th e  p leasan t converse  o f  p a ren ts , 

th e  jo y o u s  lau g h  of ch ildhood , had  m ade  a  scene of do m estic  t r a n -

q u ili ty  a n d  hap p in ess . I n  a d d itio n  to  these, o v e r a  considerab le  p o r- 

tio n  o f o u r  te r r i to ry  a n  u n p re ce d en te d  su m m e r d ro u th  has sm itte n  

th e  p ro d u c ts  o f o u r  fields, d e s tro y in g  a lm o st u t te r ly  th e  fa ir p ro m ise  

a n d  h ig h  hopes to w h ich  a m o st en co u rag in g  sp r in g  season h a d  g iv en  

rise . B u t w hile  w e sh o u ld  bow  w ith  h u m b le  su b m issio n  to these, a n d  

a ll o th e r d isp en sa tio n s of D iv ine P ro v id e n ce , le t u s n o t be u n m in d -

fu l o f  th e  conso ling  fact th a t  w e a re  a t  a ll  tim e s  in  th e  h a n d s  o f a  lo v -

in g  F a th e r , w ho “ doe th  a ll th in g s  w e ll,” an d  from  a ll o u r  m is fo rtu n es



as a peop le le t us lea rn to c u ltiv a te a m o re liv e ly sense of, a n d a p ro -

fo u n d e r g ra ti tu d e  to H im  for th e  m anifo ld  b lessin g s w e s ti ll  en joy , 

th ro u g h  H is a b o u n d in g  m ere}'.

A lth o u g h  th e re  seem s to be p a ra ly s is  in  ev e ry  lim b  th a t  b ran ch es 

o u t from th e  p a re n t tree  o f In d u s try ,  a n d  o u r  op p ressed  a n d  im p o v e r-

ish e d peop le stag g er u n d e r  th e  h e av y  b u rd e n s  im posed u p o n  th em  

by lo n g  y e a rs  o f m is ru le , y e t, le t a s  t ru s t  th a t  a c lian g e  th a t  com es to-all 

w ill com e to us, an d  th a t  th is  d a rk  p ic tu re  w ill m ellow  in  th e  su n lig h t 

o f a b r ig h te r  d a y  com ing, w hose  e a r ly  d a w n in g  is  fo reshadow ed b y  

th e v e ry d a rk n ess of th e p resen t.

U n d e r  th e  b e n ig n  in flu en ce o f a  w ise  an d  econom ical g o v e rn m e n t 

— n ow  h a p p ily  a ssu re d  — m a y w e n o t  hope for a re tu rn  o f th e  long  

p ray ed -fo r d ay s of peace, p ro sp e rity , an d h a p p in e s s !

In  th e  re s to ra tio n  o f b e tte r  tim es, w h ile  th e  h a n d  o f in d u s try  is 

b u s y  w ith  th e  p lo u g h , th e  hoe, a n d  th e  s ic k le ; w h ile  com m erce  is  

sp re ad in g  h e r  sa ils  for a  w id e r sw eep o v er O cean 's w a v e ; w h ile  

science, in  th e  la b o ra to ry  w ith  re to r t  an d  c ru c ib le , is  tam in g  th e  w ild  

co u rsers  o f  n a tu re , to  bo h a rn essed  b y  th e  c u n n in g  h a n d  o f  m an  to 

th e  car o f c iv iliza tion , le t  u s  re m e m b e r  th a t  M aso n ry  h a s  a  no  less 

im p o rta n t p a r t  to  p e rfo rm . Be it  h e r ’s to  m in g le  l ik e  a n  u n seen  sp ir i t  

in a ll  the^ b u sy  th ro n g —d iffu sin g  th ro u g h o u t th e  w ho le  th e  g e n iu s  of 

b ro th e r ly  love  — w h isp e rin g  co u rage  in to  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  tim id , 

m ild ly  re b u k in g th e  h a s ty  a n d  in co n sid e ra te , a n d  cov erin g  a ll e r ro rs  

an d  im p erfec tio n s w ith  th e  b ro ad  m an tle  o f a  t ru e  M ason’s c h a rity .

L e t e v e ry  M ason  n e rv e  h im se lf  for a  v ig o ro u s  co n test ag a in st the  

en c ro ach m en t of vice — “ set h is face lik e a l i n t ” ag a in s t th e d e m o ra l-

izing  ten d en c ies  o f th e t im e s—prac tice  as w e ll as p reach  th e  g re a t c ar-

d in a l v ir tu e s  o f  o u r  o rd e r, a n d  th u s  , : liv e  u p  to , a n d  liv e  o u t,”  th e  

n o b le  p rin c ip le s  so e lo q u en tly  sy m b o lized  in  o u r  su b lim e  an d  b e au -

tifu l rites.

T h en , w h a tev e r o f success w e m ay  have  ach ieved  in  o u r efforts to 

e levate  a n d  enob le  o u r com m on  h u m a n ity , o u r  ow n consciences, an d  

a  can d id  p u b lic  w ill say  of us, as w as sa id  o f h e r  o f  th e  “  a lab as te r box  o f 

o in tm e n t ” b y  th e  Im m a cu la te  one  h im self, w e hav e done w h a t w e 

could .
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W h ile  I  can n o t re p o rt a  h ig h  deg ree  o f  p ro sp e rity , i t  is  m y  p riv ileg e  

to  in fo rm  y e n  th a t com ple te  h a rm o n y  co n tin u es  to  p re v a il in  o u r  

ra n k s .

I  re g re t  th a t  som e of o u r  C h ap ters h av e  been  co m p e lled  to su ccu m b  

to  th e  s tr in g e n c y  o f th e  tim es, w h ile  o th e rs  m a in ta in  a feeble e x is t-

ence. B u t in  th e  •* good tim e  co m in g ,” for w h ic h  w e so fo n d ly  look , 

w e t r u s t th a t those b ro k e n a lta rs w ill be re b u ilt , a n d new life in fused

in to  th e  fa lte rin g , so th a t each m ay  be p re p a re d  a n d  re ad y  to  do its  

ap p ro p ria te  w o rk .

F o r  th e  f irs t tim e  d u r in g  m y  a d m in is tra tio n , a  y e a r  has passed  

w ith o u t a n ap p lic a tio n to m e fo r a n oificial decision — a fact w h ich

affords g ra tify in g  ev idence  b o th  o f  th e  e x is ten ce  o f  h a rm o n y , a n d  Of 

a  co m m en d ab le  p ro g ress  in  th e  k n o w led g e  o f  o u r  “law s, a m o n g  th e  

officers a n d  m em b e rs  o f su b o rd in a te  C hap ters. A n d , as a  m ean s o f 

fu r th e r  p ro m o tin g  su c h  k n o w led g e , I  w o u ld  reco m m en d  to co m p an -

ions g en era lly , a n d  p a r tic u la r ly  su ch  as h o ld  official p ositions, a  carefu l 

s tu d y  o f  th e  v a rio u s  w o rk s  e x ta n t  on  M asonic law , em b ra c in g  o u r  ow n 

C h ap te r code, to g e th e r w ith th e ab le a n d co m p reh en s iv e re p o rts o f

C om m ittees o n  F o re ig n  C orrespondence , w h ich  las t, I  fear, ar.e n o t 

ov e rro ad  b y  v e ry  m an y  o f th e  m em b e rs , b u t  w h ic h  co n ta in  a  fu n d  o f 

in fo rm a tio n  so vast, v a rie d , a n d  va lu ab le , n o t a lone  as to  th e  M asonic  

law  a n d  usage , b u t  as to  th e  co n d itio n  a n d  p ro g ress  o f o u r  O rder 

th ro u g h o u t th e  g lobe, th a t  th e  t im e  re q u ire d  fo r th e ir  p e ru sa l can n o t 

w e ll be  b e tte r  em p lo y ed .

M arch  10th I  g ra n te d  a  d isp e n sa tio n  to  Je ffe rso n  C hap te r, No. 81, to 

c o n tin u e  w o rk  u n t i l  th e  p re se n t co n voca tion  o f  th e  G ran d  C hap ter, 

th e  c h a r te r  o f sa id  C h ap te r h a v in g  b een  fo rfe ited  for n o n -re p re se n ta -

tio n , a n d  its  d u e s  h a v in g  b een  p a id  in  fu ll. A t sam e da te , I  also 

g ra n te d  to th e  sam e C hap ter a  d isp en sa tio n  to  u se  tw o su b s ti tu te s  in  

th e  ex a lta tio n  o f  a  class.

J u n e  3d a n d  12th, re sp ec tiv e ly , I  g ra n te d  d isp en sa tio n s to T u sk eg ee  

C hap ter, N o. 43, a n d  C oacliapoka C hap ter, N o. 80, to  e lect th e ir  officers 

o u t o f t im e , su ffic ien t reasons h a v in g  b een  g iv en  in  each case fo r th e ir  

fa ilu re  to a tte n d  to th a t d u ty  a t  th e  p ro p e r  tim e .

O n th e  23d o f A p ril, 10th o f M ay, a n d  18th o f  S ep tem b er, re sp ec t-

iv e ly , I  rece ived  n o tice  o f  th e  a p p o in tm en t o f th e fo llow ing  n am ed
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co m p an io n s as th e  R e p re sen ta tiv e s  o f o th e r  G ran d  C h ap te rs , n e a r tiie 

G ra n d  C h ap te r o f  A lab am a .

G eorge I ). N o rris , P . G. I I .  P ., b y  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r o f Sou th  

C a ro lin a .

G eorge P . H a r r is o n  J r . ,  b y  th e  G ra n d  C h ap te r o f W isco n sin .

Ja m e s  E . Cobb, D. G. H . P ., b y  th e  G ra n d  C h ap te r o f M inneso ta.

W ile y  W . B lo o d w o rth , G. C. o f H ., b y  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r o f  

N eb rask a .

T hese  R e p re sen ta tiv e s  com e to u s  d u ly  acc red ited a n d  a t a  su itab le  

tim e  y o u  w ill  rece ive  a n d  a n d  w elcom e th e m  as su ch .

I n  p u rsu a n c e  o f an  e s tab lish e d  custom  o f th is  G ra n d  C h ap ter, th e  

ob ject o f w h ic h  is to in su re  re p re se n ta tio n  in  o th e r  s im ila r  bodies, I  

have  a p p o in ted  th e  fo llow ing  n a m e d  com p an io n s as th e R e p re sen ta -

tiv es  o f th i3  G ran d  C h ap te r, n e a r  those  n a m e d  below .

A p ril 25th, A u g u s tin e  T . S m y th e , G. H . P ., o f  C harleston , to the  

G ra n d  C h ap te r o f S o u th  C arolina .

M ay 8th, M oses W . G e tc h e ll  o f M inneso ta, to  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r of 

M inneso ta .

M ay  8th, W illia m  C. Sw ain , o f  M ilw aukee , to th e  G ran d  C hap ter o f 

W isconsin .

M ay  8 th .—B ein g  in fo rm e d  o f th e  re m o v a l f ro m  th a t  ju r is d ic tio n , o f 

o u r  R e p resen ta tiv e  in  M ississipp i, I  ap p o in ted  in  h is stead , C om pan-

io n  R o b e rt I j . S an d e rs , o f Ja c k so n .

S ep tem b e r 18th, I  a p p o in ted  C om pan ion  W illia m  E . H ill, to th e  

G ra n d  C h ap te r o f N e b ra sk a .

T h is sy s te m  o f m u tu a l  rep re sen ta tio n , now  g e n e ra lly  adop ted  b y  

th e  G ra n d  C h ap te rs  b o th  in  an d  o u t o f th e  U n ited  S ta tes, w h ile  it 

possesses few p rac tic a l ad v an tag es, is c e r ta in ly ca lcu la ted to in d u ce a

w a rm e r  sy m p a th y , a n d  a  c lo se r-b o n d  o f u n io n , b e tw een  th e  v a rio u s 

.d ep a rtm e n ts  o f th e  G ran d  A rm y  o f F reem aso n s , w h o  a re  so n o b ly  

lab o rin g  to  sh ed  a b ro ad  o v e r th e  w o rld  those  h a p p y  in flu en ces w h ich  

te n d  in  n o  sm a ll deg ree  to  cu ltiv a te  in  th e  h u m a n  h e a rt, a  sense  o f 

u n iv e rs a l  b ro th e rh o o d .

T he im p o rta n t d u tie s  o f a n o th e r  C onvocation  no w  d e m a n d  o u r  a t -

te n tio n . F o r th e ir successfu l d ischarge , suffic ien t tim e for d u e d e li-
b e ra tio n  is  essen tia l, th a t  w e  m ay  no t h e rea fte r  be called  upon to d e -
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p lo re  a n d c o rrec t the  ev ils  a r is in g  from  h a s ty  a n d  in co n s id e ra te  leg is-

lation . E sp ec ia lly  do I  eo m m en d  th a t  am p le  tim e  be  a llow ed  th e  

C om m ittee  on  W o rk , to m ak e  a fu ll a n d  co m p le te  re p o rt, as su ch  re -

p o rts  c o n stitu te  th e  p r in c ip le  m ean s o f  d isse m in a tin g  th e w o rk  of 

th e  G ran d  C h ap te r am o n g h e r  su b o rd in a te s .

T h e  t im e  is  no w  n e a r  a t h a n d  w h e n  1 sh a ll lay  aside th e  e m b lem s o f  

a u th o r i ty  w ith  w h ic h  y o u  h av e  in v es te d  m e  for th re e  successive 

te rm s. R ig h t su re  am  I , th a t  d u r in g  life, I  sh a ll n o t cease to ap p re -

c iate  th e  h ig h  a n d  u n m e r ite d  h o n o r th u s  con ferred , n o r  th e  confidence 

y o u  hav e  rep o sed  in  m e.

F o r  th e  e r ro rs  a n d  im p erfec tio n s w h ich  I  h av e  e x h ib ite d  as y o u r  

p re s id in g officer, I  c rave  y o u r  g en ero u s fo rbearance . H o w ev e r fa r I- 

h av e fa llen sh o r t o f th e ir a tta in m en t, m y sin cere d esire a n d co n stan t

a im  h av e  b een , not' o n ly  to p ro tec t th e  in te re s ts  o f th e  G ran d  C hap ter 

o f  A lab am a, b u t  above all, to  e levate  R o y a l A rch  M a so n ry  in  th is  

ju r is d ic tio n , to an e x a lte d p lan e o f earn est, v ir tu o u s a n d c o n sis ten t

liv in g .

F in a lly , co m p an ions, m ay  H e av e n ’s choicest b le ss in g s  a tte n d  y o u  

th ro u g h life ; an d w h en w e sha ll cease to m ee t in T em p les below ,

m a y  w e each be  found  w o rth y  to be  “ rece ived  a n d  a cc ep te d ” b y  

H im , in  w hose p resen ce  th e re  is  “ fu lln e ss  o f  j o y ; ” a n d  at w hose 

f ig h t h a n d  are  “  p lea su re s  fo rev e rm o re .”

M Y L E S  J .  G R E E N E ,

G ra n d  H ig h  P r ie s t .

The Grand Secretary made his Annual Report, and it was received 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. (  See Appendix. J  

The Grand Treasurer made his Annual Report, and it was received 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. (  See Appendix)  

Companion Grand Secretary offered the following resolution, and 
it was adopted :

R E IN S T A T E M E N T .

R eso lved , T h a t a ll  C hap ters, th e  c h a r te rs  o f w h ich  hav e  b een  fo r-
fe ited  b y  reaso n  o f n o n -rep re se n ta tio n  o r n o n -p a y m e n t o f dues, an d  
w h ich  h av e  no w  p a id  u p  th e ir  d u es in  fu ll, be, a n d  th e  sam e a re  h e re -
b y , re in s ta ted .

10  PROCEEDINGS OF TH E [1 8 7 5 .
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R E P O R T  ON C O R R E S PO N D E N C E .

Companion Palmer J . Pillans made liis Report on Foreign Corres-
pondence, and it was received and ordered to be spread upon the 
minutes, and printed with the proceedings ; and the resolution ap-
pended thereto, was adopted.

R E P O R T  ON AVORIC.

The Committee on Work, by its Chairman, Companion H. Clay 
Armstrong, made report on the M. 31. Degree, and the report was 
received and concurred in.

Companion William T. Walthall, from the Committee on the Grand 
n ig h  i  ’riest’s Address, made the following report, and the report was 
received and concurred in :

R E P O R T  ON G R A N D  H IG H  P R IE S T ’S A D D R E SS.

To the M . E x. G rand Chapter o f  A la b a m a  :
Co m p a n i o n s :—Y our C om m ittee , to w hom  w as re fe rre d  th e  A d d ress  

o f  th e  M . E x . G ra n d  H ig h  P rie s t , h av e  th e  h o n o r a n d  p lea su re  to  
re p o rt, th a t th e y  fin d  no  occasion fo r a n y  action  on  th e  p a r t  o f  th is  
G ran d  C hap ter, b ey o n d  a h e a r ty  a p p ro v a l o f th e  v a rio u s  official acts 
rep o rted  th e re in , as w ell as o f th e  co u nse ls w h ic h  h av e  b een  so 
w ise ly , e lo q u en tly , a n d  fee lin g ly  ad d ressed  to us.

W e fin d  no  reaso n  for re fe ren ce  o f a n y  p a r t  o f th e  A d d re ss  to  a n y  of 
o u r  s ta n d in g  co m m itte es ; as h a p p ily  th e re  h as b een  no  occasion for 
a n y  decision  u p o n  q u estio n s o f C a p itu la r law , o r o th e r action , on 
w h ich  th e re  cou ld  p o ss ib ly  be  a n y  v a r ie ty  o f  op in ion .

Y our C om m ittee  recognize, w ith  em otions o f  p a in fu l re g re t, th e  
c o n stitu tio n a l n ecessity , a d v erted  to b y  o u r  >1. E x . G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t, 
for a te rm in a tio n  o f h is  p re se n t official re la tio n s  w ith  us. In  v iew  of 
th e ab ility , d ig n ity , firm ness, m o d era tio n , an d gen tleness , w h ich have
in v a r ia b ly  m a rk e d  h is  a d m in is tra tio n , an d  w h ich  w ill ev er re n d e r  i t  
a  b r ig h t a n d  p lea s in g ch ap te r in th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  F ra te rn i ty ,  w e  beg  
to  offer for adop tion  th e  fo llow ing  re so lu tio n  :

R esolved  T h a t th is  G ran d  C hap ter d e ep ly  re g re ts  th e  te rm in a tio n  
now  ap p ro ach in g  (u n d e r co n stitu tio n a l lim ita tio n ) o f th e  a d m in is tra -
tio n  o f o u r  M . E x . G ran d  H ig h  P r ie s t , C om panion  M y l e s  J .  G r e e n e , 

a n d  th a t  w e  h e re b y  te n d e r  o u r th a n k s  fo r th e  a b ility , im p a rtia li ty , 
w isdom , a n d b ro th e r ly k in d n e s s , b y w h ich i t h as a lw sy s been
ch aracte rized .

R esp ec tfu lly  su b m itted .
W . T. W A L T H A L L , 
S E T H  S. M E L L E N ,
,T. H . P R U E T T ,

C om m ittee .
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Companion Grand Secretary offered the following resolution, and
it was adopted:

COOSA C H A P T E R , NO. 86.

Resolved, T h a t Coosa C hap te r, No. 86, h e  g ra n te d  s ix ty  (60) days 
fro m th e a d jo u rn m e n t of th is G ra n d C h ap te r in w h ic h to m a k e its r e -
tu rn s  a n d  p ay  i ts  d u e s  to  th e  G ran d  C hap ter, a n d  th a t sa id  C h ap ter 
be re in s ta te d  u p o n  sa id  p a y m e n t o f dues, a n d  p e rm itte d  to  e lect its  

officers.

The M. Ex. Grand High Priest announced the following 

S T A N D IN G  C O M M IT TE E S.

On Ch a r t e r e d C h a p t e r s No. 1.—W illiam S .P e n ick , Je sse J . W ood-
a ll, R ich a rd  J . B reed . ,

On  Ch a r t e r e d  C h a p t e r s  N o . 2 .—S eth  S. M ellen ,C harles P . T h r e a d -  

g ill, R o b e r t R . Savage.
O n  C h a r t e r e d  C h a p t e r s  N o . 3 .— W illiam W . H a rd e r, Jo sep h  A. 

A dam s, S am u e l P . S m ith .
O n  D i s p e n s a t i o n s .— E d w a rd  N . K r in g ,  E d w a r d  G. W a lk e r , B en 

D o w d .

On F i n a n c e .— Jo h n IV. G arriso n , Ja m e s M. B ridges, Ja m e s S.
P a u llin .

On  B y -D a w s , S u s p e n s i o n s , E x p u i .s i o n s a n d  A p p e a l s .— J o h n  H . 
W eed , J u l iu s  C. M itchell, A n d re w  J .  L itten .

O n  J u r i s p r u d e n c e .— Ja m e s  E . C obb, O liver S. B eers, J a m e s  H  
Jo in e r .

And then, after prayer by the It. Ex. and Itev. Grand Chaplain, 
the Grand Chapter was called from labor to refreshment until to-
morrow morning at eight o’clock.



IN GRAND CHAPTER.

- W e d n e s d a y  M o r n i n g , December 8 , 1875 .

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to labor at 8 
o'clock, the Most Ex. Grand High Priest, Myles J .  Greene, presi-
ding ; the other Grand Officers at their several stations.

Prayer by the R. Ex. and Rev. Grand Chaplain.
The Minutes were read and approved.
The Grand Chapter proceeded to the election of Grand Officers for 

the ensuing Masonic year. Companions Joseph H. Johnson and 
William W. McCollum acting as Tellers, and the election resulted as 
follows:

E L E C T E D  G R A N D  O F F IC E R S .

J a m e s  E . Co b b ......................T u sk e g ee .................. G ran d  H ig h  P r ie s t .
J a m e s  M j t .t o n ..........................E u f a u la ......................... D e p u t y  G . H .  P r ie s t .

L u c k y  W . J e n k i n s  A llen to n ................... G ran d  K ing .
J a m e s  K e n t ...........................S e lm a ......................... G ran d  Scribe.
W i l l i a m  H . D i n g l e y ........M o n tg o m e ry ...........G ran d  T rea su re r .
D a n i e l S a y r e ....................... M o n tg o m e ry ...........G ran d Secretary '.
R e v . J a m e s  K . H a z e n ........P r a t tv i l le .................. G ra n d  C haplain .
W i l e y  W .B L O O D W O R T H ...L oa ch ap ok a ...............G r a n d  C. o f H .

On motion of Companion Palmer J .  Pillans, the following preamble 
and resolution, introduced by him at the Annual Convocation in 1872,
were taken up, and the preamble concurred in, and the resolution 
adopted:
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G E N E R A L  G R A N D  C H A P T E R .

W hereas, T he reasons w h ic h in d u ced th e M . E x . G ran d C h ap te r of
th e  S ta te  o f  A lab am a  to  dec la re “  T h a t th e  connec tion  su b s is tin g  
b e tw een  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r o f  th e  S ta te  o f A lab am a  a n d  th e  G enera l 
G ra n d  C h ap ter o f  th e  U n ited  S ta tes be, an d  th e  sam e is  h e reb y  d is -
so lv ed ,” passed  b y 't h i s  M . E x . G ran d  C h ap te r a t i ts  C onvocation  in  
1861, have  ceased  to e x i s t : a n d

W hereas, T h is M . E x . G ran d C h ap te r believes th a t g re a t good to
th e R . A. C raft m ig h t re s u l t in u n ite d a n d h a rm o n io u s action ; th e re -
fore, be it

R esolved, T h a t th e  sa id  re so lu tio n  be , a n d  th e  sam e is h e reb y  re -
pealed .

Companion James E. Cobb, offered the following resolution, and it 
was adopted :

H E R M O N  NO. 64.

R esolved, T h a t th e  c h a r te r  o f H e rm o n  C h ap ter No. 84, u p o n  th e  p ay  
m e n t o f  th e  d u e s  fo r th is  G ra n d  C onvocation , be, a n d  th e  sam e is 
h e reb y  re s to red , a n d  th a t  sa id  C h ap te r be au th o rize d  to  e lect officers.

Resolved, T h a t a ll  o th e r  d u e s  o w in g  b y  sa id  C h ap te r be, a n d  th e  
sam e  a re  h e reb y  re m itte d .

Companion E lw ard G. Walker offered the following resolution 
and it was adopted :

V

S H E L B Y , NO. 97.

Resolved, T h a t S h e lb y  C hap ter, No. 07, h a v in g  lo st its  fu rn itu re , 
jew e ls , C harte r, a n d its  H a ll  b y  fire, a new  C h a rte r  is h e re b y  g ra n te d  
to i t  free o f ch arg e , a n d  i ts  d u es for th e  p re se n t C onvocation  are  
h e reb y  re m itte d  in.

Companion William A\ . I larder, from the Committee on Chartered 
Chapters, No. 3, made the following report, and the report was re-
ceived and concurred in.

R E P O R T  ON C H A R T E R E D  C H A P T E R S , NO. 3.

T> the M . R e . G rand  Chapter o f  A la b a m a  :
Y our C om m ittee  on  C h arte red  C hap ters, N o. 3, b eg  leave to  re p o rt

th a t  th ey  have  ca re fu lly  e x am in e d  th e  r e tu rn s  su b m itte d  to th em , an d  
lin d  th e  fo llow ing
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Je ffe rso n ......................................No. 81
B e ll .................................................  “  83
C a rro llto n ....................................  “  84
G asto n ...........................................  “  85
M o u lto n ..................................  “  87

O xford ........................................No. 98
R o ck M ills .................................. “ 100
Cross P la in s ................................. “ 102
W arrio r S ta tion , U. D “ 103

INCORRECT.

G r e e n v i l l e  No. 90.—D ues, b e in g  fo r tw o y ears, a re  ru n  o u t a t  $1.50. 
D ues for 1874 sh o u ld  hav e  been  added a t th e  b o tto m  o f th e  co lum n . 
B lan k s  n o t filled  o u t w ith  th e  w ord  none acco rd in g  to  d irec tions. 
'C o l u m b u s  N o. 93.— Sam e n am e  re p o rte d  u n d e r  th e  head  o f  M ark  

M aste r an d  P a s t  M aster. S h o u ld  hav e  been o n ly  u n d e r  th e  la tte r, 
w ith  th e  da te  o f re ce iv in g  th e  fo rm er degree.

D a n i e l  P r a t t  No. 96.—N o d u es r u n  o u t opposite  th e  nam es.
A ll o f w h ich  is f ra te rn a lly  su b m itte d .

W . W . H A R D E R , C hairm an .

Companion Seth S. Mellen, from the Committee on Chartered 
Chapters, No. 2, made the following report, and the report was re-
ceived and concurred in :

R E P O R T  ON C H A R T E R E D  C H A P T E R S , NO. 2.

To the M . E x . G rand  Chapter o f  A la b a m a  :

Y o u r C om m ittee  on C h a rte red  C hap ters No. 2, beg  leave  to re p o rt 
th a t  th e y  have  ca re fu lly  e x am in ed  th e  re tu rn s  s u b m itte d  to  th em , and  

fin d  th e  fo llow ing

CORRECT:

C oncord... 
C am den ... 
Choctaw ... 
C en tra l.... 
R u ssell.... 
A la b a m a .

..No. 37 

.. “  40
. “  44
.. “  04 
.. “ 05
.. “  06

F a r r io rv il le ..............................No. 67
C hoctaw  C o rn e r......................  “  70
L a n d m a r k ................................. “  7 1
E ly  to n .........................................  “  7(j
D an v ille , 2 y e a r s ..................... “  78
L o aeh ap o k a ............................... “  80

INCORRECT.

C l a y t o n  N o . 03.—In itia ls  an d  a b rev ia tio n s  used . N am e of one e x -
a lte d  in  th e  w ro n g  place, a n d  two left o u t o f th e  g e n e ra l lis t. D ues 
sh o r t  81.50.

M i d w a y  N o . 72.—D ues n o t e x te n d e d  ag a in st each m em b er. B lan k s
n o t filled  in  w ith  th e  w o rd  none. Seal in  th e  w ro n g  place.

F ra te rn a lly su b m itte d ,
S. S. M E L L E N , C hairm an .

Companion Edward X. Kring, irom the Committee on Dispensa-
tions, made the following report, an 1 the report was received and con-
curred in :



It) PROCEEDINGS OF T1IE [ 1875.

R E P O R T  OX D IS P E X S A T IO X S .

Y o u r C om m ittee  on D isp en sa tio n s h av e  e x a m in e d  th e  m in u te s  of 
W a rr io r  C h ap te r X o. 103, U. 1)., a n d  find  th a t  th e  fo u r d eg rees  w e re  
con ferred  on th re e  can d id a tes  a t  one C onvocation .

A lso, th a t  th e  m in u te s  o f  one  C onvocation  h av e n e v e r  been  read and  
ap p ro v ed .

A lso, th a t  a t  one  C onvocation  p e titio n s w e re  rece iv ed  fro m  th re e  
cand id a tes  a n d re fe rre d  ; an d  th a t  a t th e  n e x t  C onvocation  a ll th re e  
w ere  exa lted . T h e ir  is  no re co rd  o f th e i r  h a v in g  rece iv ed  th e  o th e r  
degrees. T hese  p ro ceed in g s y o u r  C om m ittee  c an n o t h a rm o n ize  w ith  
th e  C o n stitu tio n  a n d  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  G ran d  C hap ter.

Y o u r C om m ittee hav e also e x am in ed th e B y -law s o f th is C h ap te r,
a n d reco m m en d th e ir app ro v a l.

A fte r c o n fe rrin g  w ith  th e  officers o f th is  C h ap ter, a n d  im p re ss in g  
th em  w ith  th e  n ece ssity  o f g re a te r  care  a n d  p a r tic u la r ity  in  th e i r  p ro -
ceed ings, y o u r  C om m ittee  reco m m en d  a ch arte r.

F ra te rn a lly ,
E . X . K R IX G ,
E . G. W A L K E R , 

C om m ittee .
R E P O R T  OX P . M . D E G R E E .

The Committee on Work, by its Chairman, H. Clay Armstrong, 
made report on the Past Master’s Degree, and the report was received 
and concurred in. 

And then, after prayer by the R. W. and Rev. Grand Chaplain, 
Companion James K. Hazen, the Grand Chapter was called from 
labor to refreshment until to-morrow morning at 81 o’clock.



IN GRAND CHAPTER;

Th u r s d a y Mo r n  inc .;, December 9, 1875.

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to labor at 87 
o’clock, the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, Myles J .  Greene, presiding; 
the other Grand Officers a t their several stations. 

Prayer by the It. Ex. and Rev. Grand Chaplain. 
The minutes were read and approved. 

Companion William S. Penick, from the Committee on Chartered 
Chapters No. 1, made the following report, and the report was re-
ceived and concurred i n :

R E P O R T  ON C H A R T E R E D  C H A P T E R S  NO. I.

To the M . E x . G rand  Chapter o f  A la b a m a  :
Y o u r C om m itttee  on  C hartered. C h ap te rs  N o. 1, b eg  leav e  to  re p o rt 

th a t th e y h av e ca re fu lly e x am in ed th e re tu rn s su b m itte d to th e m ,
a n d  find  th e  fo llow ing

T uscaloosa ................................N o. 1.
E u n o m ia ....................................  “  5.
W e tu m p k a ............................... “ 17.
M o b ile .........................................  “  21.

T a lla d e g a ..................................No. 23
E u fau la  .....................................  “  24
Ja m es P e n n   “  30

i n c o r r e c t  :

Cy r u s No. 6.—T he n u m b e r  o f  th is C hap ter is n o t p u t  in  th e  r ig h t  
p lace  on  th e  b a c k  o f th e  re tu rn s . I n  th e  re ca p itu la tio n  o n  th e  b ack  
o f sam e, in  th e  b la n k s  th e  w o rd  no n e  is  n o t used . T h e  n a m e  o f th e  
postoffice a n d th e c o u n ty is n o t g iven .
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T u s c u m b i a  No. 10.—1T he d a te s  u n d e r  th e  heads o f  th e  dead  a n d  
d im itte d  w ere  p laced  u n d e r  th e  w ro n g  head , a n d  th e n  m a rk e d  across 
w ith  in k ,  w h ich  defaces th e  re p o rt. T h e  sea l o f th is  C hap ter is  n o t 
p lu m b .

G a i n e s v i l l e No. 13.— T he n a m e o f th e H ig h P r ie s t is n o t sig n ed to
th e  r e tu rn s  o f  th is  C hap ter. W h a t is  w r it te n  u n d e r  th e  h ead  o f  D e-
g rees co n ferred  is  c are le ss ly  done. T h e  re p o rt  is  in  som e deg ree  de -
faced  b y sc ra tch in g . T h e  n am e  o f th e  postoffi.ee a n d  c o u n ty  is  n o t 
g iven ,

M o n t g o m e r y  N o . 22 .—U n d e r  th e  h ead  o f  officers a n d  m em b e rs  in  
g iv in g  th e  n a m e  o f  C om pan ion  B a rk sd a le , h is  in itia ls  a re  a lone used , 
o th erw ise  th e  re p o rt  is  co rrec t a n d  v e ry  neat.

Co t t r t t .a n d  N o. 25.—U n d e r  th e  head s o f officers a n d  m em b e rs  in  
g iv in g  th e  n a m e  o f  C om panion  G ibson, th e  f irs t w o rd  o f h is  n a m e  is 
n o t  w ritte n , b u t  o n ly  th e  in itia l. T he firs t w o rd  o f  th e  n am e  o f Com -
p a n io n  S im p so n  is  ab rev ia ted .

St . J o h n s  N o . 28.—T he re tu rn s  o f th is  C h ap te r a re  no t s ig n ed  b y  
th e  H ig h P rie s t .

J a m e s  L . D a n i e l  N o .  35 .—T he im p re ss io n  fro m  th e  seal o f th is  
C h ap te r is  so m u ch  defaced  b y  i n k  th a t th e  n a m e  a n d  n u m b e r  o f th e  
sam e can n o t b e  a sce rta in ed  fro m  it.

R esp ec tfu lly a n d  f ra te rn a lly  su b m itte d .
W IL L IA M  S. P E N IC K , 

C h airm an .

*
. Companion John  W. Garrison, from the Committee on Finance, 

made the following report, ami the report was received and concurred 
in. (  See Appendix.)

Companion Joseph II. Johnson offered the following resolutions, 
and they were adopted :

Resolved, T h a t, in  co n sid era tio n  o f th e  love  a n d  e steem , w e, as 
R o y a l A rc h  M asons feel fo r o u r M . E x . G. I I .  P r ie s t , M yles J .  G reene, 
w hose te rm  of office has n o w  en d ed  b y  c o n s titu tio n a l lim ita tio n , th e  
su m  of one h u n d re d  d o lla rs  be, a n d  th e sam e is  h e re b y ap p ro p ria te d  
for th e  p ro c u re m e n t o f a  su itab le  G ra n d H ig h P r ie s t ’s  Jew e l, to  he
p re sen te d  to h im a t th e n e x t  G ra n d  A n n u a l C onvocation .

R esolved , 2. T h a t a  co m m ittee  o f th ree , o f  w h ich  th e  G ra n d  T rea s-
u re r  sh a ll b e  one, be  a p p o in te d  to  p ro c u re  su c h  je w e l a n d  hav e  it
su ita b ly  in sc rib ed .

Companion Benjamin F. Pope offered the following resolutions, and 
they were adopted:
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L E B A N O N  NO. 57.

Resolved, T h a t L eb an o n  C h ap te r No. 57 be  re -iu s ta tc d  u p o n  p a y -
m e n t  o f th e  d u es fo r th e  p re se n t y ea r, a n d  th a t  sa id  C h ap te r be 
a llo w ed  s ix ty  d a y s  to  m ak e  r e tu r n s  a n d  p a y  sa id  dues.

R esolved, T h a t u p o n  p a y m e n t o f  sa id  dues, sa id  C h ap te r is a u th o r-
ized  b y  a  m a jo r ity  v o te  to  m ove  its  C onvocations from  L eb an o n  to 
V an B u ren , a n d  to  e lec t officers.

The Grand High Priest elect announced the following

A P P O IN T E D G R A N D  O F F IC E R S .

W i l l i a m  D. W a d s w o r t h  M o n tg o m e ry  G ran d  P . S o jo u rn e r.
J a m e s  H . J o i n e r   .................T a llad e g a ................ G ran d  R . A . C.
J o h n W .  G a r r i s o n .................. L in e v ille  G ra n d  M . 3 V.
W i l l i a m  S . P e n i c k . . . ................W e t u m p k a .................G r a n d  M . 2 V .

B e n  D o w d ........................................... N e w t o n    G r a n d  M . 1 V .

Companion II. Clay Armstrong offered the following resolution, and 
it was adopted :

G R A N D  C H A P T E R  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S .

Resolved, T h a t th e  fo llow ing  rep re se n ta tiv es  o f  o th e r G ran d  C hap-
te rs , to-w it :

G e o r g e  P . H a r r i s o n  J r ....................... -A u b u rn ..........................AVisconsin,
W i l e y  W . B l o o d w o r t h .......................L o ac h ap o k a ....................N eb rask a ,
J a m e s E . Co b b .................................... T u sk e g ee ....................... M inneso ta,

be, a n d  th e  sam e are  h e reb y  rece iv ed  a n d  c o rd ia lly  w elcom ed as th e  
rep re sen ta tiv es  o f  th e  re sp ec tiv e  G ran d  C h ap te rs  opposite  th e ir  n am es.

Whereupon, Companion Jam es E. Cobb, being the only one pres-
ent, was presented and received by the M. Ex Grand High Priest in 
an appropriate address.

IN S T A L L A T IO N .

T he G ra n d  Officers e lected  a n d  ap p o in ted , w ere in s ta lled  in  am p le  
fo rm b y th e re ti r in g G ran d H ig h P rie s t , C om panion M yles J . G reene;
C om panion  A lto  V elo  L ee, ac tin g  as G ran d  M arsh a l, an d  p re sen tin g  
th em  fo r th a t  p u rp o se .

Companion II. Clay Armstrong, offered the iollowing resolution, 
and it was adopted : 

Z E R U B B A B E L NO. 56.

Resolved, T h a t Z eru b b ab el C h ap te r N o. 50 b e  a llow ed  s ix ty  days 
in  w hich  to m ak e  re tu rn s  a n d  p ay  d u e s ;  an d  th a t sa id  C hap ter have
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i ts  C h arte r re sto red , a n d  be  a llow ed  to rem o v e  fro m  its  p re se n t loca-
tio n  to C am p H ill, a  m a jo rity  o f its  m em b e rs  co n sen tin g  th e re to  ; an d  
th a t  sa id  C h ap te r be  au th o rized  to  e lect officers, a n d  m ak e  r e tu rn s  o f  
sllch  election  to th e  G ran d  S ec re ta ry  as soon  as p racticab le .

R esolved, T h a t C ow ikee C h ap te r N o. 94 h a v e . i ts  C h a rte r  re s to red  
a n d  be a u th o rized  to  e lec t officers, provided , th a t  a ll  d u es to  th is  G ran d  
C hap ter a re p a id w ith in s ix ty d ay s from th is G ra n d C onvocation.

R E P O R T  ON T H E  R O Y A E  A R C H .

The Committee on Work, by its Chairman, Companion II. Clay 
Armstrong, made report on the opening and closing ceremonies of the 
Royal Arch Degree, and the report was received and concurred in. • 

' The M. Ex. (I rand High Priest announced the following Standing 
Committees of the Grand Chapter :

ON W O R K .

H e n ry  C lay A rm s tro n g .................................................. .'............... N otasu lga.
Jo sep h  I I .  J o h n s o n .................................................'..........................T alladega.

%

L u c k y  W . Je n k in s A llen ton .

C U STO D IA N O F T H E W O R K .

Ja m e s  E . Cobb; v ir tu te  officii. T u sk e g e e . .

M A SO N IC  JU R IS P R U D E N C E .

Ja m e s  E . C obb... 
O liver S. B eers ... 
J a m e s  H . Jo in e r

T uskegee.
.M obile.
T alladega.

F O R E IG N  C O R R E S PO N D E N C E .

P a lm e r  J .  P i l la n s ......
D eW itt C. W h ite .........
W illia m  R . B e a ird .....
C harles F . T h read g ill
Jaco b F . D a iley ........... C ross P la in s .

M obile.
.M oulton .
O rrv iP e .
.Gaston.

C O M M IT T E E  ON J E W E L .

W illia m H . D ing ley
Jo sep h  H . Jo h n so n .. 
S tep h en  I I .  B easley

M on tg o m ery
T alladega.
M o n tg o m ery
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And there being no further business to be brought before the Grand 
Chapter at this Annual Convocation, the minutes were read and
approved.

And then after solemn prayer to the Throne of Grace, by the R. Ex. 
and Rev. Grand Chaplain, Companion Jam es K. Hazen, the Most
Excellent Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Alabama was 
closed in AM PLE FORM at 11 o’clock and 10 minutes A. M.

D A NIEL SAYRE,
Grand Secretary.









Report on Foreign Correspondence.

To the M. K . G rand Chapter o f the S ta te  o f  A la b a m a :

A gain  has th e  u n d e rs ig n e d  th ro u g h  th e  care  o f  P ro v id en ce , been  
a llow ed  to m ak e  th e  a n n u a l re p o rt  o f  th e  C om m ittee on c o rre sp o n -
dence, h im s e lf  d e r iv in g  as here to fo re  g re a t p lea su re  from  th e lab o r 
a n d no lit t le profit. H e hopes th a t h is w o rk m a y be p ro d u c tiv e of
b o th  to th e  com p an io n s o f th is  Ju risd ic tio n .

T h e  C om m ittee  hav e  received  a n d  e x am in ed  th e  fo llow ing  re p o rts  
a n d hav e  rev iew ed  th em  in  th e  fd llow ing  o rd e r :

...... 1874-75
C o lo rad o ....................... ....  .1875 M ississipp i ................. ................ 1875
C a lifo rn ia ............................. ....... 1875 M isso u ri........................ ........... 1875
C o n n e c ticu t.......................... ......  1875 N o rth  C a ro lin a .......... ...............  1875
D e law are ................................ ......  1875 N e b ra s k a ...................... ....... 1873-75
D is tr ic t o f C o lu m b ia ........ ......  1874 N ew  J e r s e y ................. ..........  1875
F lo r id a ................................... ......  1875 N ew  Y o r k .................. ...........  1875
G e o rg ia .................................. ......  1875 N ova S co tia ................. ......  1873-74

.... 1874 O hio ............................... ....... 1874-75
I o w a ....................................... ......  1874 O reg o n ...........................
K a n sa s ................................... ....  1874 P e n n s y lv a n ia ............. ........... 1S74
K e n tu c k y ...................... ....... 1874 South  C a ro lin a ........ ...............  1875
L o u is ia n a ............................. ......  1875 T ennessee ..................... ........... 1874
M ain e ..................................... ....... 1875 V e rm o n t ...................... ...........  1874
M a ry la n d ........................... . ......  1874 V irg in ia ............:.......... ...............  1875
M assach u se tts ..................... ...... 1875 W isco n s in .................... ............... 1875

T h ir ty - th re e  in  a ll. W e h o w ev er m iss  C anada, N ew  H am p sh ire , 
T ex as a n d  W es t V irg in ia .

A R K A N S A S .
T h e  25th A n n u a l C onvocation  o f th is  G ra n d  C h ap te r w as h e ld  on  

th e  22d o f O tober, 1874, u p o n  a call o f th e  M. E . G. H . P r ie s t , S. W . 
W illiam s, i t  h a v in g  fa iled  to m ee t a t th e  re g u la r  t im e , th e  8th , front 
causes n o t a p p a re n t in  th e  p receed in g s.

Com p W illiam s, in  h is addresS  rev iew ed  th e  cond ition  o f th e  G rand  
C h ap te r a fte r an  ex is ten ce  o f  a  q u a r te r  o f a  c e n tu ry , a n d  a rg u es  w ell
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for the  fu tu re . H e  p ro p e rly  say s  th a t “  M aso n ry  m ean s r ig h t l iv in g , 
r ig h t  a c tin g .”

F ro m  th e  a d d ress  w e in fe r  th a t c a p itu la r  M aso n ry  in  A rk a n sa s  is a  
liv in g  in s titu tio n , a n d  th a t  th e  po litica l a n d  p e cu n ia ry  difficu lties 
w h ich  h av e  su r ro u n d e d  o u r  co m pan ions th e re  have  o n ly  p u rified and  
e x a lted  th em  :

C om panions, in  conclusion , le t  us re tu rn  th a n k s  to  th e  b en eficen t 
c rea to r, th e  G reat I  am , fo r h is  m an y  m erc ies. W h ile  he has v is ited  
u s  w ith  d ro u g h t a n d  g iv en  u s  a  s tin te d  h a rv es t, l i e  has  w ith h e ld  th e  
pestilence , a n d  w e hav e  b een  b lessed  w ith  a  y e a r  of a lm o st u n p a ra l-
leled  h ea lth . N one o f o u r  officers, p a s t o r p re sen t, h av e  b een  called  
from  u s, a n d  for th e  f irs t tim e  in  m a n y  y e a rs  o u r  d e a th  ro ll  in  th is  
a n d  o th e r  G ran d  B odies is a  b lan k . W e w ere, a t one  tim e , th rea te n e d  
w ith an  in te rn ec in e  w a r o f  tiie  m o st b lo o d y  a n d  d isa s tro u s  charac te r, 
w ide as th e  l im its  o f o u r  S ta te , y e t th e  c loud  so lo w erin g  w as b ig  w ith  
m erc ies, a n d  sp eed ily  b i'oke  w ith  its  h ig h  b lessin g s of-peace a n d  good 
w ill b e tw een  m en  o f a ll  races, a n d  its  p o litica l a n d  social en fran ch ise -
m en t, w ith a ll th a t th is m eans.

W e d o n ’t  th in k  Com p. W . a lto g e th e r free  from  e r ro r  in  som e o f h is  
en u n c ia tio n s, w h ich  h o w ev er w e d o n ’t q n o te , for w e h a y e  a lw ay s  b een  
ta u g h t th a t  th e  “  p re v io u s  co n d itio n  ” o f a  can d id a te , is  one  o f  th e  
m a in  q u es tio n s  for th e  co n sid era tio n  o f th e  Lodge.

T he G ran d C h ap te r o rd e re d th e G ra n d T re a su re r to ba lance h is
accoun t b y  p a y in g  su c h  ba lan ce  to th e  su p p o rt  o f St. J o h n s  College.

W e find  no  re p o rt  on  co rresp o n d en ce . Com p. Sam  W . W illiam s 
re -e lec ted  M. E . G. I I .  P . a n d  Com p. L . E . B a rb e r, G ran d  S ec retary .

C A L IF O R N IA .

T he T w e n ty -firs t convocation  o f  th is  G ran d  C h ap te r w as h e ld  on  
A p r il  13th, 1875, Com p. W illiam  A lex . J a n u a ry  b e in g  th e  M. E x . G. 
H ig h P rie s t , U pon  a tta in in g  m a jo rity , th e  G. I I . P . d ic ta te s in  th is  
w is e :

W e have  a b u n d a n t reaso n  to  g ive  th a n k s  to H im  w h o  ru le s  th e  
d estin ie s  o f m en , fo r th e  m an ifo ld  b le ssin g s H e  h as g rac io u s ly  b e -
stow ed u p o n  us, as a  f ra te rn ity , since  th e  o rg an iza tio n  o f th e  G ran d  
C hap ter. D u rin g  th e  tw e n ty -o n e  y ears, o u r  G ran d  C h ap te r h as 
escaped th e  d an g ers  in c id e n t to in fan cy , passed  safely  an d d isc ree tly  
th ro u g h  th e  d ifficu lties co n seq u en t up o n  th e  im p u ls iv e n ess  a n d  in e x -
p e rience  o f  y o u th , an d , w ith  s tu rd y  v igo r, u n flag g in g  zeal a n d  a  lo fty  
am b itio n , has a r r iv e d  a t th e  age a n a  s ta tu re  o f m anhood , p re p a re d  
a n d  fu lly  q u a lified  to p e rfo rm  its  p a r t  in  th e  g re a t an d  g lo rio u s w o rk  
o f d isse m in a tin g  th e  h e av e n -b o rn  p rin c ip le s  o f R o y a l A rch  
M asonry .

I n  th e  b u s in e ss  tran sac tio n s w e fin d  n o th in g  o f 'genera l in te res t, y e t 
th e re ap p ea rs  to  be  g en era l h a rm o n y a n d  p ro p e r  M asonic feeling  
am o n g  th e  c ra ft on  th is  p a r t  o f  th e  Pacific  slope.

Com p. W ig g in a g a in sp eak s, a n d as u su a l sp e a k s w ell, for th e Cor-
resp o n d en ce  C om m ittee , g iv in g  A lab am a  suffic ien t a tten tio n . W h en
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w r i t in g  o u r  re p o rt  w e a lw ay s  scan c lo sely  th e  pages o f a ll p roceed-
in g s th a t  reach  us. S om etim es w e m iss  m a n y  w h ich  do n o t  reach  us. 
W h y  th is  sh o u ld  be, w e k n o w  no t, b u t  w e n e v e r  o m it a n y  th a t do
reach  us, a n d  w e k n o w  th o se  o f C a lifo rn ia  g ive  u s too g re a t p lea su re  
to be re ad ily  overlooked .

A llu d in g  to  th e  d ea th  o f Com p. R ich a rd  F . K n o tt, Com p. W ig g in  
s a y s :

Com p. K n o tt w as long a re s id en t o f th is S tate , an d occup ied sev era l
re sp o n sib le p ositions in M asonry . H is zeal a n d e n e rg y in a ll th a t
p e r ta in e d to th e w elfare o f th e C raft a re w e ll k n o w n a n d ap p rec ia ted
b y  th e  o ld er M asons in  S an  F ran c isco . H is  g en ia l h u m o r, h is  k in d  
a n d  affab le d em ean o r to a ll w ho ap p ro ach ed  h im , h is  g e n e ro u s  a n d  
f ra n k  d isposition , a n d  h is  re ad in ess  to  a id  a ll w ho w e re  in d is tress , 
had  en d ea red  h im  to  a  la rg e  c irc le  o f  w a rm  a n d  sin cere  frien d s . H e  
w as th e  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f  th is  G ran d  C h ap te r n e a r  th e  G ra n d  C h ap te r 
o f  A lab am a  a t th e  tim e  ol h is d ea th , a n d  took  a deep  in te re s t  in  a ll 
th a t  con ce rn ed  th e  C raft o f C alifornia. W e m ost d e ep ly  a n d  s in ce re ly  
sy m p a th ize  w ith  o u r  co m pan ions o f A lab am a  in  th e loss th e y  have  
su s ta in e d ; and , a lth o u g h  o u r  h e a rts  a re  sad d en ed  a t th e  th o u g h t th a t 
w e sh a ll see h im  no m o re  on  earth , le t  u s  hope w e m a y  m ee t h im  
w ith in  th e  v a ils  o f th e  g re a t tab e rn ac le  o n  h igh , w h e re  th e re  sh a ll be 
no  m o re  p a r tin g , no  m o re  so rro w , no  m ore  death .

On th e su b iec t o f b u r ia l  se rv ice  for a  R . A. M ., he sa y s :

W e a re  opposed, 011 g en era l p rin c ip les , to a n y  o th e r  M asonic fu n e ra l 
se rv ice  th a n  th a t  u se d  , a t th e  b u ria l o f  a  M aste r M ason. A ll o th e rs  
a re in n o v a tio n s , w hich u n til w ith in th e la s t iit'teen o r tw e n ty y ea rs
w ere n e v e r h eard of. A ll th e old M asonic w o rk s , E n g lish a n d A m er-
ican , p ro v id e no place in a fu n e ra l p rocession for a n y b u t M aste r M a-
sons ; w h ile  on  occasions o f fe stiv ity , su c h  as lay in g  o f co rn er-sto n es, 
etc., a ll M asonic g rad es a re  a ssig n ed  th e i r  re sp ec tiv e  p ositions.

D eath  p laces a ll u p o n  th e  sam e lev e l; he  re sp ec ts  n e ith e r  ra n k  n o r  
w e a l th ; h ig h -so u n d in g  title s  w ith  h im  av a il n o th in g ;  he  p laces th e  
S ov ere ig n  In sp e c to r  G eneral, th e K n ig h t T em p la r a n d  th e  R o y a l A rch , 
side  b y  side  w ith  th e  M aste r M ason, a n d  to g e th e r th e y  m in g le  w ith  
th e ir  “  k in d re d  d u s t.”

I f  a  b ro th e r  is to  be b u ried  as a  K n ig h t T em p la r, o r  as a  R oyal A rch  
M ason, M aste r M asons w o u ld , o f course, be d e b arre d  fro m  p a r tic ip a -
tin g , as such , in  th e fu n e ra l  c e re m o n y ; w h ile  if th e  fu n e ra l is con-
d u c ted  u n d e r  th e  ausp ices o f  th e  L odge, all g rad es m ay  p a rtic ip a te  
fo r all, a re  M aste r M asons.

I f  w e reco llec t r ig h tly , th e  f irs t a tte m p t a t in n o v a tio n  in  th is  d irec -
tion w as m ad e  b y  th e  G ran d  C o m m an d ery o f N ew Y o rk , w ho ad op ted  
a  b u r ia l  serv ice to be u sed  a t  th e  fu n e ra l o f a  K n ig h t T em p lar, w h ich  
w as a fte rw a rd s  ad o p ted  b y  th e  G rand E n c a m p m e n t o f th e  U n ited  
S ta tes, a n d  its  u se  en jo in ed  upon th e  C o m m anderies w h en  one  o f
th e ir  m em b e rs  is  to  be  b u ried  as a  K n ig h t Tem plar.

T h ere  m ay  be a  shadow  of an  ex cu se  in  th is  case, as K n ig h ts  T em p -
la r  a re  supposed  to  be  C h ristian s, and  a b ro th e r  m ig h t d esire  to hav e  
h is  re m a in s  rece ive  C h ris tian  b u r i a l ; b u t  even  th is  m ig h t be, an d  
o ften is, acco m plished w ith o u t th e in te rv e n tio n of a sep a ra te M asonic
C erem ony , b y u n itin g th e serv ices of th e c h u rch w ith those of th e
Lodge, o r  b y  h o ld in g  th e  c h u rch  serv ice  f irs t a n d  th e  M asonic  a f te r-
w ards.
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W e can  see 110 possib le  ex cuse  for a sep a ra te  c e rm o n y  for th e  R oyal 
A rch , ex cep t a  m o rb id  d esire  to e x h ib it  to th e  w o rld  o u r p re tty  sca r-
le t clo thes, a n d p u b lish th e fact th a t w e a re R o ya l A rc h M asons.

Com p. W m . T hos. R e y n o ld s  w as elected  M. E . G-. H . P . a n d  Com p. 
L o u is  W ig g in , ag a in  m ade  G ran d  Secretary .

N o. o f C h a p te rs .......................     45
N o. o f M e m b e rs   .................................................................................. ..2,475
No. E x a lte d ........................................................................................................... 26:!

COLORADO.

W e hav e  before u s  a  p a m p h le t co n ta in in g  th e  p ro ceed in g s o f a c o n -
v en tio n o f live C hap ters in th is S ta te h e ld on 11th M ay, 1875, for th e
p u rp o se  o f o rg an iz in g  a  G ran d  C hap ter. A fte r th e  adop tion  o f  a co n -
s titu tio n , e tc ., a n d  th e  e lec tion  o f officers th e  co n v en tio n  ad jo u rn ed  
nine die. W h ereu p o n , th e  G ran d  C hap ter o f  C olorado w as opened  in  
d u e  fo rm  a n d  th e  officers e lec t in s ta lled , a n d  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r con -
s t i tu te d  b y  th e  p ro x y  o f th e  M. E x . G. G. I I .  P ., a n d  Com p. W illia m  
N . B y ers  becam e M . E x . G. H . P ., a n d  F ra n c is  E . E v e re tt, G ran d  
S ec retary .

T h u s, C om panions, w e  h av e  a n o th e r  s ta r  in  th e  conste lla tion . W e 
h av e  a n o th e r  co -lab o rer in  th e  good w o rk  ; le t  us w elcom e h e r  in to  
th e  fam ily , g re e tin g  h e r  a n d  b id d in g  h e r  G od speed. W e see th a t 
th e y  hav e  p ro v id e d  for co rresp o n d en ce , so w e w ill h e a r from  h e r 
w h e n  n e x t  w e  m eet.

C O N N EC TIC U T.

T he se v e n ty -sev e n th  A n n u a l C onvocation  of th is  G ran d C h ap te r w as 
h e ld  on  th e  11th o f  M ay, 1875, Com p. E d m u n d  T w eedy , M. E . G. H . 
P rie s t. W e a d m iie  th e  b o ldness an d  firm n ess  o f th e  G. H . P r ie s t  in  
re fu s in g  d isp en sa tio n s for b a llo tin g  on  can d idates, “ w ith in  th e  tim e  
p re sc rib e d  b y  l a w ” a n d  he  th u s  reaso n s th e reo n  :

I  h av e  rece iv ed sev era l ap p lica tio n s for d isp en sa tio n s to p e rm it  b a l-
lo tin g  u p o n  p e titio n s  a n d  co n ferrin g  th e  deg rees w ith in  th e  tim e  p re -
sc rib ed  b y  law . T hese  ap p lica tions hav e  been  u n ifo rm ly  re fused . I 
b e lie v e  th a t th e  d isp en sin g  p o w er in v es te d  in  th e  G ran d  H ig h  P r ie s t  
sh o u ld  be ex erc ised  w ith  g re a t cau tio n  a n d  d isc re tio n , a n d  o n ly  w h en  
i t  is  a p p a re n t th a t a g rea t good is to be  g a in ed  o r a p ositive ev il o r
in ju s tic e  av e rted  by  i ts  use. T he re g u la tio n s  in  re la tio n  to p e titio n s 
a n d  th e  b a llo t are , in  m y  op in ion , am o n g  th e  g re a tes t sa feg u ard s of 
M asonry , a n d  sh o u ld  n o t be se t a side  ex cep t in  cases o f g re a t e m e r-
gency , in v o lv in g , n o t th e  conven ience  o f th e  can d id a te , b u t  th e  w e l-
fare o f th e  C hap ter. N one o f th e  cases p re sen te d  cam e w ith in  m y  
lin fita tio n s o f a  “  g re a t e m erg en cy ,” a n d  in  som e in stan ces th e  reasons 
assig n ed  w ere  q u ite  tr iv ia l. •

H is  o p in io n  o f th e  n a tu re  o f th e G enera l G rand  C hap ter s tr ik e s  us
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as th e  b e s t w e hav e  seen , a n d  because  th e  q u estio n  o f a  r e tu rn  to th e  
p ro tec tin g  w in g  o f th is  p a re n t is s t i ll  before  th is  G ran d  C hap ter, w e 
g ive  h is  v iew s a lm o st in  fu ll, fo r th e  b enefit o f o u r  c o m p a n io n s :

T h is  q u estio n o f a lleg iance  to th e  G enera l G ran d  C h ap ter is  one  th a t 
h as tro u b le d  th e  m in d s  o f m a n y  C om panions—som e in  th is  ju r is d ic -
tion . I  t r u s t  th e  tim e  is n o t fa r d is tan t w h en  it m ay  be  se t a t re s t  b y  
a  g e n e ra l su b m iss io n  to  i ts  v e ry  m ild  a u th o rity . T he ten d e n cy  is  in  
th a t  d irec tio n . S ey era l o f  th e  G ran d  C h ap te rs w h ich , for v a rio u s  
reasons, a ssu m ed  to  sev e r th e ir  re la tio n s w ith  th e  G enera l G ran d  
C h ap te r, have  ren ew ed  th e ir  a lleg iance to  i t ; a n d  those  w h ich  s till  
h o ld  a loof w ill p ro b a b ly  y ie ld  to th e  in flu en ce  o f th ese  e x am p les , 
su p p o rte d  as i t  is b y  th e e a rn e s t in v ita tio n  a n d  app ea l o f th e  G enera l 
G ran d  C h ap ter itself.

Q uestions as to  th e  u til i ty  o f th e  G enera l G ran d  C h ap ter a re  o u t o f
p lace. I t  is in d eed  d o u b tfu l if  such  a  B ody  w ou ld  b e  c rea ted  now  if  i t  
d id  n o t a lre ad y  e x is t. B u t i t  does ex is t, a n d  b y  v ir tu e  o f an  a u th o r ity  
w h ich  w e have  no  r ig h t to  d isp u te , an d  to -d ay  show s sig n s o f m ore  
v ig o ro u s life th a n  ever. I t  w as th e  n a tu ra l  o u tg ro w th  o f th e  w eak  
co n d ition  o f R oyal A rch  M asonry  a t  th e  tim e  of its  o rg an izatio n , w hen  
th e closest u n io n w as n ecessa ry to th e life an d w elfare o f th e s tru g g lin g
C hap ters. T h is a n d  th e o th e r  G ran d  C h ap ters a re  its  c rea tu re s : i t  is 
th e  com m on  p a re n t o f u s  a ll. I t  gave  u s  o u r  ex is tence , an d  g u id ed  
a n d  co n tro lled  us d u r in g  o u r  e a rlie r  y ears. T h a t w o u ld  
b e  an  u n n a tu ra l  ch ild , in d eed , w h o  w ould  a tte m p t th e  life o f h is  p a r -
e n t because he  h ad  o u tg ro w n  th e  n eed  o f h is  assistance , g u id an ce  an d  
d isc ip line . S h o u ld  w e, as R oyal A rch  M asons, be  a n y  less u n n a tu ra l  
to seek  to d e s tro y  o u r  p a re n t because  w e a re  so s tro n g  th a t w e no  
lo n g er need  assistance  a n d  su p p o rt, a n d  so se 'f-su flic ien t th a t  w e a re  
im p a tie n t o f co n tro l, even  th e  m ild e s t?  T he r ig h t o f rev o lu tio n ,
in h e re n t in th e peop le  u n d e r e v e ry  form  o f po litica l g o v e rn m e n t, has 
ho  p lace in  th e  M asonic sy s tem . S u b m iss io n  to p ro p e rly  c o n stitu ted  
a u th o r ity  is  a  d u ty  from  w h ich  no  M ason can be  abso lved . T he 
G enera l G ran d  C h ap te r can  o n ly  b e  d isso lved  b y  its  ow n act. T he 
p ro b a b ili ty  o f such  an e v en t is re n d e re d  d o u b ly  d o u b tfu l b y  th e  la te  
am e n d m en ts  to  th e  co n stitu tio n  c o n fe rrin g  life -m em b ersh ip  u p o n  a ll 
P a s t  G ran d  H ig h  P r ie s ts , a n d  a ll  p a s t m em b e rs  of th e  G en era l G ran d  
C ouncil, w ho, n o t b e in g  re p re se n ta tiv e s o f a n y S tate  G ran d  C hap ter, 
a re  in d e p e n d e n t o f  th e ir  d icta tion .

C onceding  th e n  th e  r ig h t  o f ex is ten ce  a n d th e  p ro b a b ility  o f a  lo n g  
life to th e  G enera l G rand  C hap ter, o u g h t w e n o t to d irec t o u r  efforts 
to w ard s m ak in g  i t  w o r th y  o f its  po sitio n as th e  e x p o n en t a n d  ac-
k n o w led g ed  h ead  o f R oyal A rch  M asonry , no t o n ly  in th is  co u n try  
b u t in th e w hole w o rld ? A n d to th is en d it is n o tn e c e s s a ry th a t i ts
p ow ers sh o u ld  be en la rg ed . T h ey  a re  a m p ly  su ffic ien t for th e  m a in -
ten an ce  o f su ch  a u th o r ity  as is n eed fu l fo r i t  to  exerc ise, a n d  i t  d id  
w ise ly  in  su r re n d e r in g  to its  co n s titu e n ts  som e o f th e  v e ry  ab so lu te  
r ig h ts  w ith  w h ich  it w as f irs t endow ed , am o n g  th e m  th a t  o f “ ap p e l-
late  ju r is d ic tio n  o ver a ll th e ir  p roceed ings, w ith  p o w er to  d isaffirm  
a n d  d isa n n u l th e m .”  N o t b y  th e  ex erc ise  o f a rb itra ry  pow er, b u t  
th ro u g h  th e  m ig h ty  in fluence  o f its  e x a lted  ch arac te r and  in te llig en ce , 
sh o u ld  i t  m ak e its  a u th o r ity  fe lt; an d  w e sh o u ld  s tr iv e  to  m ak e  th a t
in fluence  m o re p o w erfu l an d e n d u r in g  b y  th ro w in g  aside  a ll jea lous 
d o u b ts  a n d  fears, a n d  y ie ld in g  to  i t  c h ee rfu lly  a n d  e n tire ly  o u r  love, 
re sp ec t a ild  obedience. Com posed, as i t  is, o f those  w hom  th e  C om -
p an io n s o f e v e ry  ju r isd ic tio n  d e lig h t to h o n o r b y  e n tru s tin g  th em
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w ith  th e  g o v e rn m e n t o f th e ir  o w n  im m e d ia te  affairs, a ll  sh o u ld  have 
e n tire  confidence th a t  th e  r ig h ts  o f e v e ry  G ran d  a n d  S u b o rd in a te  
C hap ter, as w ell as o f  e v e ry  R oyal A rch  M ason, a re  safe in  its  k e e p -
in g ;  w h ile  th e  w e ll-k n o w n  charac te r, re p u ta tio n  a n d  in te llig en ce  o f 
its  m em b e rs  sh o u ld  m ak e  its d ecisio n s on  a ll  p o in ts  o f M asonic law , 
u sage  a n d  cu sto m u n q u e s tio n e d .

I ts  h o ld u p o n  th e  confidence an d  affections o f th e  C raft w o u ld  bo 
m u ch  s tre n g th e n e d  if  som e o f its m em b ers  cou ld  re s tra in  th e ir  d esire  
for c o n stitu tio n a l am e n d m en ts . F iv e  a m e n d m e n ts  w ere p ro p o sed  a t 
th e  la s t convocation , a n d  a  co m m itte e  o f  sev en  w as a p p o in ted  to  
rev ise  th e  co n stitu tio n . I t  is to  bo h oped  th a t  th is  co m m ittee  w ill no t 
propose  a u y  rad ica l changes, e sp ecia lly  in  th e  d irec tio n  o f re assu m in g  
a n y  o f th e  p ow ers o f  co n tro l a n d  d isc ip lin e  o v er th e  S ta te  G rand  
C h ap te rs w h ich hav e been hereto fo re su rre n d e re d . T h is G ran d
C h ap te r has 011 m o re  th a n  one occasion e x p re ssed  its  d isap p ro v a l of
a n y  su ch  a tte m p t, a n d  from  o u r  k n o w led g e  01' th e  v iew s o f P . G. I I . 
P . L ockw ood , w ho  is  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  co m m ittee , w e  m a y  be su re  
th a t  a p ro p o sitio n  o f  th a t  n a tu re  w ill m ee t w ith  one e a rn e s t opp o n en t. 
C hanges in  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l law  a re  o n ly  to  be ju s tif ie d  b y  necessity
o r th e  g en era l w elfare . T he p re se n t co n stitu tio n  m ee ts w ith  genera l 
ap p ro v a l. I t  has been  th e  m ean s o f  b r in g in g  th e  se v e ra l G ran d  
C hap ters in to  closer bonds “of sy m p a th y , a n d  re m o v in g  d o u b ts  a n d  
jea lo u s ies  fro m  b e tw een  th em . I t  sh o u ld  re m a in  su b s ta n tia lly  
unch an g ed .

One o f th e  p ro p o sed  a m e n d m en ts  co n tem p la tes  th e  ad m iss io n  of 
P a s t  H ig h  P r ie s ts  to m em b e rsh ip  in th e  sev e ra l G ran d  C hap ters. 
T h is p ro p o sitio n  I  look  upo n  w ith  p a r ticu la r  d isfavor. I t s  ad o p tio n  
w o u ld  te n d  to  d e s tro y  th e  re p re se n ta tiv e  c h a ra c te r  o f th e  G ran d  
C hap ters, w h ich  is th e  tru o  sou rce  o f th e ir  pow er an d  in fluence .

H e  re g a rd s  th e  re p o rts o f th e  C om m ittees on  co rresp o n d en ce  as 
p e rh ap s  th e  cream  of th e  p roceed ings, a n d  a t a n y  ra te  as te n d in g  to 
p ro d u ce  u n ifo rm ity  in  leg is la tio n  an d  usage, a n d  d ep recates th e  idea  
o f ab an d o n in g  th em  on  th e  score o f  econom y.

M. E . Com p. T w eed y  e v id e n tly  h as no  use  for th e  re p re se n ta tiv e  
sy s tem , a n d  lau g h s  a t th e  fo lly  o f th e  w hole  p lan .

, Com p. J o h n  N . L ew is, n o tw ith s ta n d in g  h is declension  o f th e  ho n o r 
la s t y ear, w as re -a p p o in te d  C h a irm an  of th e  C om m ittee  on C o rre sp o n -
dence, a n d  m ade  th e  re p o rt. l i e  th in k s  th e  w o rk  a  nob le  one, an d  
o n ly  t r ie d  to av o id  it because  “  th e re  a re  re la tio n s  in  life n e a re r  an d  
d e a re r  th a n  those  o f C om pan ions a n d  B re th re n , a n d  th e  f ir s t d u ty  o f 
m an  is  to  p ro v id e  for those  w h o m  th e  S u p rem e  G ra n d  M aste r has 
p laced un& er h is  p e cu lia r  a n d  in d iv id u a l p ro te c tio n .”

F o r  th e  i llu m in a tio n  o f th e  m in d s  o f o u r  C om panions in A lab am a  
w e copy fro m  th is  re p o rt  so m u ch  o f th e  h is to ry  o f th e  G. G ran d  
C h ap te r as he  has copied  from  th e  ad d ress  o f M. E . G. G. I I . P r ie s t  
D ru m m o n d . W e  do n o t g e t th e  p ro ceed ings of th e  G. G. C h ap ter and  
m u s t be in d eb te d to som e of th e re p o rte rs—w h y n o t to Com p. L ew is.

T h ere  is so m u c h  m isap p reh en s io n  co n ce rn in g  th e  h is to rica l an d  
leg a l re la tio n s  o f th e  G enera l G ra n d  C h ap te r to  th e  S ta te  G ra n d
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C hapters, th a t  I  beg  y o u r  in d u lg en ce  a  few m o m en ts  w h ile  I  g ive  a  
su m m a ry  o f th e  h is to ry  o f th e ir  o rgan ization .

T h is  B ody is th e  o ldest S overe ign  G rand  C hap te r in  th e  w orld . T he 
G ra n d  C h ap te r o f  P e n n sy lv a n ia  w as o rgan ized  ea rlie r, b u t  i t  w as 
a ttach ed to, a n d u n d e r th e a u th o r ity of, th e G ran d Lodge, an d d id n o t
becom e in d e p e n d e n t fo r sev era l years.

T h is  B ody  w as o rgan ized  in  J a n u a ry ,  1798, as th e  G ran d  C h ap ter of 
th e  S ta tes o f N ew  H am p sh ire , V erm o n t, M assachusetts , R hode  is lan d , 
C o n necticu t a n d  N ew  Y ork , u n d e r  th e  n a m e  o f th e  “ G ra n d  R oyal 
A rch  C h ap te r o f th e  N o rth e rn  S ta tes o f  A m erica .”  I t  w as p ro v id ed  
in  i ts  o rig in a l C o n stitu tio n , th a t  th e re  sh o u ld  be in  each S ta te  a  D ep u ty  
G ra n d  C hap ter, o f w h ich  th e  G ra n d  C h ap te r sh o u ld  hav e  th e  su p e r in -
ten d en ce , “  w ith  th e  r ig h t o f th e  ap p ella te  ju r is d ic tio n  o v e r a ll th e ir  
p roceed ings an d  d e te rm in a tio n s , w ith  th e  p o w er to  d isaffirm  a n d  d is-
a n n u l th e m .”  Tt p ro v id ed  th e  tim e  a n d  place fo r th e  fo rm atto n  o f  th e  
D ep u ty  G ran d  C h ap ters o f M assachusetts , R hode  Is la n d , C onnecticu t 
a n d  N ew  Y o rk , b u t  re ta in e d  V e rm o n t a n d  Neiv H a m p sh ire  u n d e r  its 
o w n  ju r isd ic tio n . A t th e  sev e ra l tim es  a n d  p laces th u s  fixed , a n d  b y  
th e  a u th o r ity  th u s  g iven , D ep u ty  G ran d  C hap ters w ere  fo rm ed  in  
M assachuse tts , R ho d e  Is la n d , C onnecticu t an d  N ew  Y o rk .

In  1799, th e  G ran d  C h ap ter chan g ed  its  n a m e  to G enera l G rand 
C h ap te r, b u t confined  ifts ju r isd ic tio n  to th e  sam e States. I t  changed  
th e n am e  of th e  D ep u ty G ran d  C h ap ters to S ta te  G ra n d  C hapters. 
V e rm o n t w as th e n  p laced  u n d e r  th e  ju r isd ic tio n  o f N ew  Y o rk , an d  
N ew  H a m p sh ire  u n d e r  th a t o f  M assachusetts , u n t il  G ran d  C hap ters 
sh o u ld be fo rm ed in those S tates. In 1804, a G ra n d C hap ter was
fo rm ed  in  V e rm o n t, w ith o u t th e  co nsen t o f N ew  Y o rk  ; b u t  in 1800 
th e G en era l G ran d  C h ap ter co n firm ed  th e  action , an d  recogn ized  th e  
n ew  G ran d  C hap ter, a n d  a d m itte d  i t  to  rep re sen ta tio n .

In  1806, th e  G enera l G ran d  C hap te r chan g ed its  n am e  to  th e  “  G en-
e ra l  G ra n d  C hap ter o f th e  U n ited  S ta tes o f A m erica ,” a n d  assu m ed  
co rre sp o n d in g  ju r isd ic tio n . L et i t  be  o b se rv ed  th a t  a t th a t  tim e  
th e  G ran d  C hap ters w h ich  h ad  been  c rea ted  by  it w ere  th e  o n ly  ones 
in  th e  co u n try , e x cep t th e  one su b o rd in a te  to  th e  G ra n d  L odge o f 
P e n n sy lv a n ia , a n d  p ro b a b ly  a n o th e r  w h ich  w as su b o rd in a te  in  th e  
sam e m a n n e r  to  th e  G ran d  L odge o f M ary lan d , th e  G enera l G ra n d  
C h ap te r w as th e  o n ly  so v ere ig n  a n d  su p re m e  body  o f R oyal A rch  
M asons in  th e  co u n try . I t  l im ite d  th e  ju r is d ic t io n  o f  th e  G ran d  
C hap ters to th e  S ta tes in  w h ich  th e y  w ero located , re se rv in g  to itse lf  
e x c lu s iv e  ju r is d ic tio n  to g ra n t d isp en sa tio n s a n d  c h a rte rs  in  th e  o th er 
S ta tes, b u t  p ro v id ed  for th e  fo rm atio n  o f  new  G ran d  C h ap ters u p o n  
th e  w a rra n t o f  one  o f  th e  G enera l G ran d  Officers. T h is  p ro v is io n  for 
th e  fo rm atio n  o f G ran d  C h ap ters has  e v e r  since  been  re ta in e d  in  th e  
co n stitu tio n .

In  accordance w ith  th is  p ro y is io n , th e  G ran d  C hap ters o f  A rk a n sas , 
C alifornia, D elaw are, G eorgia, I llin o is , In d ian a , Iow a, K ansas, L o u is-
ian a , M aine, M ich igan . M inneso ta, M ississippi, N eb rask a , N evada,
N ew H a m p sh ire , N ew Je rse y , O regon, T ennessee , T exas a n d W iscon-
s in  w ere  fo rm ed  b y  a u th o rity  o f a  w a rra n t of a  G enera l G ra n d  Officer, 
w h ich  w a rra n t in te rm s, o r su b s ta n tia lly , p ro v id ed  th a t  th e  G ran d  
C h ap te r to be  fo rm ed  sh o u ld  be  “  subject to the constitu tion and  law s 
o f the G eneral G rand Chapter.” T h e  re -o rg an iza tio n  o f th e  G ran d  
C h ap te r o f  V e rm o n t in  1819 w as b y  v ir tu e  o f a  s im ila r  w a rra n t. T he 
c lause  p ro v id in g  for re ta in in g  th e  a u th o r ity  o f th e  G enera l G ran d  
C h ap te r in  som e o f th e  w a rra n ts  w as v e ry  specific : I n  th e  case o f
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T ex as i t  -was “  a lw ay s p ro v id ed , how ever, tha t such G rand Chapter 
shall conform  to and  abide by the constitution, ru les a n d  edicts o f  the 
G eneral G rand Chapter o f  the United S ta tes.’’ T he p ream b le  o f  th e  
o rig in a l c o n stitu tio n  o f th e  G ran d  C hap ter o f G eorgia (w h ich  w as 
also ad o p ted  a t its  re -o rg an iza tio n  in 1841) is as fo llo w s: “ W e, th e  
sev e ra l C h ap ters o f I toy a  I A rc h  M asons in  th e  S ta te  o f G eorgia, 
c rea ted  a n d  e s tab lish ed  b y  a u th o r ity  o f  th e  G enera l G ran d  C h ap te r o f 
th e  U n ited  S ta tes o f A m erica , b y  a n d  w ith  th e  co nsen t o f  th e  sa id  
G enera l G ran d  C hap te r, have  ag reed  to form  a G ran d  C h ap te r for the  
S ta te of G e o rg ia ; a n d b e in g d u ly re p re se n ted by o u r resp ec tiv e
H ig h  P rie s ts  * * * * * * * a
co nvened  * * p u rs u a n t to p u b lic  notice , a n d  th e  p ow ers vested
in u s by the G eneral G rand Chapter o f the United S ta tes o f  A m erica  
* * do o rd a in  and  d eclare ,” etc. A ll th e  C hap ters w h ich  took
p a r t in  fo rm in g a ll these  G rand  C hap ters were created by the G eneral 
G rand Chapter, e x cep t those  in  M aine, w h ich w as c rea ted  b y  th e  
G ran d  C hap ter o f M assach u se tts  w h ile  M aine  -was a  p a r t  o f th a t
com m onw ealth .

I n  A labam a, in  1823, a  G ran d  C hap ter w as fo rm ed  b y  C hap ters 
c h a r te re d  by  th e  G enera l G rand  C h ap te r; no  p rev io u s  w a rra n t -was 
o b ta in ed , b u t  th e  p roceed ings w ere  ra tified  b y  th e  G en era l G ran d  
H ig h  P rie s t. On in v es tig a tio n , how ever, b y  th e  G en era l G ran d  
C h ap te r in  1826, i t  w as decided  th a t  th e  p ro ceed in g s w ere  ir re g u la r , 
an d  th e  G ran d  C hap ter n o t leg a lly  fo rm ed ; a n d  i t  w as reco m m en d ed  
th a t  a new  G ran d  < h a p te r  be fo rm ed . T h is decision  w as acqu iesced  in , 
th e  o ld  o rg an izatio n  ab andoned , a n d  a  n ew  G ran d  ( ihap te r w as fo rm ed  
u n d e r  th e  w a rra n t o f  th e  G enera l G ran d H ig h P riest., I t  becam e 
d o rm a n t in  1831, an d  in  1837 th e  re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f th e  sev e ra l C hap-
te rs m et an d proceeded “ to form a G ran d R oyal A rch C hap ter acco rd -
in g to th e p ro v isio n s of th e C o n stitu tio n of th e G enera l G ran d R oyal
A rc h C hap ter o f th e U n ited S ta te s .”

A G ran d  C hap te r w as fo rm ed  in  th e  D istric t o f C o lum bia  in  1824 b y  
v ir tu e  o f a  w a r ra n t  from  th e  G enera l G ran d  H ig h  P rie s t , a n d  h is  action  
w as con tirm ed , an d  th e  G ran d  C hap te r recognized  b y  th e  G enera l 
G ran d  C h ap te r in  1820, a n d  rece ived  u n d e r  its  ju r isd ic tio n . I n  1841
th is  G ran d  C hap ter had  ceased to w o rk , a n d  th e  C h ap ters w ere  p laced  
u n d e r  th e  ju r is d ic tio n of th e  G ran d  C hap ter o f M ary lan d . I n  1867, a  
new  G ran d  C hap ter w as fo rm ed , a n d  becam e a  co n stitu en t o f  th e  
G en era l G ran d  C hapter.

T he G ran d  C h ap ter o f F lo r id a  w as fo rm ed  b y  tw o C h ap ters c h a r t-
e red  b y  th e  G ran d  C h ap ter o f V irg in ia , a n d  one ch a rte re d  b y  th e  
G ran d  C hap ter o f S o u th  C arolina. A s th e  la tte r  w as a t th e  tim e  a  
c o n stitu e n t o f th is  body , th is  g ra n t o f a  c h a r te r  w as u n au th o rized , a n d  
gave ju s t  cause o f  c o m p la in t ; an d  th e  g ra n t o f th e  c h a rte rs  b y  th e  
G ran d  C hap ter o f V irg in ia  w as, b y  th e  te rm s  o f o u r C o nstitu tion , an 
in v as io n  o f o u r  ju r isd ic tio n  ; b u t a ll i r re g u la r i ty  has b een  w aived  for 
m an y  y ears, an d  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r o f F lo r id a  has been  recogn ized  ; 
a n d  a ll q u estio n s hav e  been  se t a t re s t  fo rever, b y  h e r  u n i tin g  w ith  
h e r  s is te r  G ran d  C hap ters u n d e r  the  ju r is d ic tio n  o f th is  G en era l 
G ran d  C hapter.

T h e  G ran d  C hap ters o f K e n tu c k y  an d  M issou ri w ere  each fo rm ed  
b y  th ree  C h ap te rs c h a rte re d  b y  th e  G en era l G ran d  C hap ter, b u t  w ith -
ou t a n y w a rra n t from a G enera l G ran d O fficer; th e p roceed ings in
K e n tu ck y w ere ap p ro v ed b y tw o G enera l G ran d Officers (C lin ton a n d
W ebb), a n d  th e  action  in  b o th  cases, upo n  ap p lica tio n , w as ra tified  
a n d confirm ed b y th e G enera l G ran d C hapter.
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A s before  sta ted , a  G ran d  C h ap ter p ro b a b ly  ex is ted  in  M ary lan d
before  1806, b u t  th e  reco rd s haVe n o t been  p re se rv e d  ; re fe rences a re  
m ad e  to  i t  in  th e  p ro ceed in g s o f th e  p re se n t G ran d  C h ap te r as “ a 
fo rm er G ran d  R oyal A rch  C h ap te r.”  'flic  p re sen t G ran d  C h ap ter w as 
fo rm ed  in  1814, an d  b y  m u tu a l action  o f th e  G en era l G ran d  C hap te r 
an d  its e lf  w as “  a d m itte d  u n d e r  th e  ju r isd ic tio n  ”  o f th is  b o d y “ on 
a n  e q u a lity  w ith  th e  o th e r G ran d  C h ap te rs ,”  a n d “ su b je c t to th e  
C o n stitu tio n  a n d  reg u la tio n s  ot sa id  G enera l G rant! C h ap ter.”

T h e  G ran d  C hap te r of N o rth  C arolina  w as fo rm ed  by  s ix  C hap ters,
a t least th ro e  o f w h ich  w ere  ch a rte red  b y  th e  G enera l G ran d  C hap te r, 
u n d e r  w hose ju r is d ic t io n  it a ssu m ed  th a t i t  be longed . A t its  re -o r-
gan ization  in  1847, i t  app lied  for recogn ition , w hich w as g ra n te d  upon  
co nd ition  th a t  i t  am en d ed  its  C o n stitu tio n  to  conform  to th a t  o f th e  
G enera l G ran d  C h ap te r ; th is  w as a t once done, a n d  i ts  o b lig a tio n s to 
th e  G en era l G ran d  C hap ter fu lly  recognized .

T he G ran d  C h ap ter o f Ohio w as fo rm ed  b y  tw o C hap ters w h ich  had  
e x is ted  before  1798 — one C h ap te r ch a rte red  b y  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r o f 
M ary lan d , an d  th e re  wTas a n o th e r C h ap te r in  th e  S ta te  c h a rte re d  b y  
th e  G en era l G ran d  C hapter. T he p roceed ings w ere  co n d u c ted  u n d e r  
th e adv ice of T hom as S m ith W eb b , w ho, as D ep u ty G enera l G rand
H ig h P riest, a p p ro v ed th e fo rm atio n o f th e G ran d C hap ter, a n d in -
sta lled  its  o ffice rs; a n d  h is  ac tion  w as ra tified  b y  th e  G enera l G rand  
C hapter.

T he G ran d  C h ap ter o f Sou th  C arolina w as fo rm ed  b y  tw o C hap ters 
c h a rte re d  b y  th e  G enera l G ran d  C hap ter, an d  one c h a r te re d  by  th e  
( tra n d  C h ap te r o f N ew  Y o rk  in  1803, before th e  ju r is d ic tio n  o f S ta te  
<t ra n d  C hap ters w as l im ite d ’to th e ir  S tates. N o w a rra n t  w as ob ta in ed  
in  advance, b u t  th e  p ro ceed in g s w ere  fo rm ally  ap p ro v ed  b y  T hom as 
S m ith  W eb b , G enera l G rand  K in g , a n d  th e  G ran d  C hap ter w as re p re -
se n ted  in  th e  G enera l G ran d  C hap ter a t  its  n e x t  convocation .

T h u s i t  ap p ea rs  th a t  a ll the G rand Chapters, ex cep t F lo rid a , M ary -
lan d , P e n n sy lv a n ia  an d  V irg in ia , were either created by  the G eneral 
G rand  Chapter, or fo rm e d  by Chapters chartered by i t  and  authorized  
to fo r m  a  G rand Chapter solely upon the condition o f obedience to the 
constitution and  law s o f the G eneral G rand Chapter.

T he G ran d  C hap ter o f  V irg in ia  w as fo rm ed  . in  1808, a f te r  th e  
G eneral G ran d  C h ap te r h ad  u n d e r ta k e n  to exerc ise  e x c lu s iv e  j  u r is -  
d iction  th ro u g h o u t th e  co u n try . C onsistency  w ould  have  re q u ire d  i t  
to  ign o re  th e  G ran d  C h ap ter o f V irg in ia , as it  d id  C h ap ters ch a rte re d  
in  o th e r  S ta tes b y  th e  G ran d  C hap ter o f P e n n sy lv a n ia , b u t  i t  saw  fit 
n o t to  do so, a n d  p ra c tic a lly  recogn ized  th a t  G ran d  C h ap ter for m an y  
y e a rs .

I t need s no m ore, i t seem s to m e, th a n th is h is to ric a l s ta te m en t to
show th a t  a  c o n stitu e n t of th is  G enera l G rand  C h ap ter has Jno m ore  
r ig h t, leg a l o r m oral, to  th ro w  off its  a lleg iance , th an  a n y  su b o rd in a te  
C h ap te r lias to  th ro w  off its  a lleg iance  to its  G ran d  C hapter.

D E L A W A R E .

W e hav e  th e  p ro ceed in g s o f th e  S ev en th  A rm ualC onvocation  o f th is  
( J ra n d  C hap te r he ld  on  J a n u a ry  25th, 1875, G eorge W . S tone, G rand  
H ig h  P r ie s t .

O f th e  co n d ition  o f C ap itu la r M asonry , th e  G. I I .  P . s a y s :

T he reco rd  o f th e  p a s t y e a r  has  no  v e ry  a ttrac tiv e  fea tu res , th e
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g en era l s tag n a tio n  a n d  d ep ress io n  o f  b u sin ess  has  h ad  its  eit'ect upon  
e v en  M asonic bodies, a n d  o u rs  h as n o t p ro v e d  to be a n  ex cep tion . 
T h ere  lias n e v e r  been  a  y e a r  d u r in g  th e  ex is ten ce  o f th is  G ran d  
C hap ter, in  w h ich  so lit t le  w o rk  has been  done  as d u r in g  th e  one ju s t  
closed. O ur C om pan ions h av e ev id e n tly h ad th e ir tim e fu lly occu -
p ied  w ith  th e ir  e v e ry  d ay  c oncerns a n d  d u tie s, a n d  have n o t been able 
to  devo te  them se lv es to th e  b u ild in g  u p  o f th e  in te re s ts  o f  o u r  v e n e r-
ab le  in s titu tio n . I n  th is , th e re  is  no  occasion for e ith e r  su rp r ise  o r  d is -
co u rag em en t, th e  d a rk e s t  n ig h t m u s t be succeeded  b y  th e  l ig h t of
d ay , a n d  th e  affections o f o u r  C om panions for o u r  an c ien t c ra ft a re  
too deep to  be lost, a lth o u g h  th e y  m ay  s lu m b e r  for a  tim e .

I t  has been  a  y e a r o f g re a t calm , the ju r is d ic tio n is peaceful to  the  
la s t  deg ree , a n d  h a rm o n io u s  e n tire ly . E ith e r  th e S u b o rd in a te
C h ap tershave  b een  sw ee tly  sleep ing , o r w o rk in g  so sm o o th ly  a n d  
q u ie tly  as n o t to n eed  a n y  a tte n tio n  from  th e  G ra n d  H ig h  P rie s t.

A  w o rk w as ex em p lified  a n d  ad o p ted  ; a n  a p p ro p ria tio n  m ad e  for 
n e x t  a n n u a l su p p e r, a n d  th e  e lection  h e ld  fo r officers, w h e re in Com p.
W illis  H o ld e n  w as e lected  G. I I .  P ., a n d  Com p. J .  P . A llm o n d , G ra n d  
S ec re ta ry .

I n th is ju r is d ic tio n are s ix C hap ters, w ith a m e m b e rsh ip of 299.
N o re p o rt  o n  co rrespondence.

D IS T R IC T  O F C O L U M B IA .

T h ere  w as a  se m i-a n n u a l convoca tion h e ld  011 th e  12tli o f M ay, a t 
w h ich b u t lit t le b u s in e ss w as tran sac te d , a n d an A n n u a l C onvocation
on  th e  20th o f N o v em b er, 1874, a t  b o th  o f w h ich  Com p. N . D. L a rn e r , 
M . E x . G. H ig h  P r ie s t ,  p re s id ed . T h e G. H . P r ie s t  111 h is  ad d ress 
c o n g ra tu la te s  th e  C om panions u p o n  th e  g ro w th  o f  M aso n ry  in  th is  
b ra n c h  since  th e  o rg an iza tio n  o f th e  G ran d  C h ap te r, th e  n u m b e r  of 
C h ap ters b e in g  8, a n d  th e  m e m b e rsh ip  1099. H e  th e n  say s :

B u t w h ile  i t  is  o u r  r ig h t  as w e ll as o u r d u ty  to co n g ra tu la te  o u r -
se lves u p o n  o u r  p ro sp e r ity  as a n  o rg an iza tio n , i t  is a lso  o u r d u ty to 
b e a r in in in d th a t as a n in s titu tio n w e c an n o t m ak e o u r s ta tu s w h a t
i t  sh o u ld  be b y  n u m b e rs  o n ly , b u t  b y  th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  w e co n - 
co n d u c t o u rse lv es as M asons a n d  as c itizens in  a ll th e  active  d u tie s  o f 
life. L e t n o t o 'ur p ro sp e r ity  m ak e  u s lose s ig h t o f th e  g re a t w o rk
assigned  to  o u r  c raft, b u t, o n  th e  co n tra ry , le t i t s t im u la te  us w ith  a 
u n i ty  o f p u rp o se  to p ro m o te  each o th e rs  w elfare  a n d  h ap p in e ss , a n d
p re se rv e  in ta c t th e  teach in g s o f M aso n ry  as th e y hav e  b een h an d ed
d o w n  to  u s  fro m  o u r  fo refa thers . W ith o u t su ch  a  p u rp o se  o n  o u r 
p a r t.  C om panions, a n d  u n less w e a re  ac tu a ted  b y a tru e M asonic 
s p ir i t  in  a ll  o u r  actions, no  h e a lth y  p ro sp e r ity  can  e x is t, a n d  a ll  o u r 
efforts to  adv an ce  th e  in te re s ts  o f th e  C raft m u s t fail.

Sam e officers re-e lec ted .
Com p. E . B . M acG ro tty p re sen te d th e re p o rt on co rresp o n d en ce

co v erin g  a  m u lti tu d e  o f  pages a n d  b e in g  a m o st th o ro u g h  rev iew of 
th e  p ro ceed in g s o f s is te r  j u risd ic tio n s. W e a re g lad  to fin d  th a t  he, 
w ith  very  few  o th e rs  ag rees w ith  u s  in  o u r  e s tim a te  o f th e  in u ti l i ty  an d  
fo lly  o f  th e  re p re se n ta tiv e system .
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F L O R ID A .

T h e  G ran d  C h ap te r o f F lo r id a  w as o pened  on  12tli o f  J a n u a ry ,  1875, 
b y  Com p. I I .  I I .  B e rry  as G. H . P ., a n d  o th e r  p ro  tern officers, th e re  
b e in g  p re se n t b u t  th ree  officers n o t tem p o ra ry . On th e  fo llow ing  day  
w e find  a n o th e r  a c tin g  as G. H . P ., w ith  fo u r re g u la r  officers.

N o th in g  o f m o m en t a p p ea rs  on  th e  m in u te s  ex cep t th e  re p o rt  o f  th e  
C om m ittee  on  G rievances, w h ich a u th o rize s  a  C om pan ion  to be affili-
a ted  as in  good s ta n d in g  w ith o u t d im it.

C om p. I I . W . L o n g w as e lected M , E x . G. I I . P ., a n d Com p. De
W itt  C. D aw k in s, G ra n d  S ec retary .

N o re p o rt  on C orrespondence .

G E O R G IA .

A n n u a l C onvocation h e ld  on the  28th o f  A p ril, 1875, Com p. L u th e r  
J .  G lenn , M . E x . G. I I .  P .

F ro m  th e  ad d ress  w e le a rn  th a t  R . A. M aso n ry  “  h as n o t d u r in g  the  
p a s t tw e lv e  m o n th s  en jo y ed  a season  o f h ig h  p ro sp e r ity , y e t  i t  is in  a 
h e a lth y  a n d  p ro g ress iv e  c o n d itio n .” H e  reco m m en d s  th e  a p p o in t-
m en t o f C om m ittee  on C orrespondence , w h ic h  w as adop ted , a n d  
C om p. Sam L aw ren ce m ad e th e C h a irm an . W e m ay h e rea fte r th en
look  for a  re p o rt. H is  re co m m en d a tio n  is m ad e  q u ite  g ra ce fu lly  and  
fla tte r in g ly  to th e  re p o rte rs .

On non-affilia tion , he say s :

N on-affilia tion a n d forced m em b ersh ip . On th is su b jec t I am g ra ti -
fied to  find  th a t  co m m o n  sense , a n d  a  r e tu rn  to  th e  first p rin c ip les  
a n d  p rac tice  o f  M aso n ry , a re  b eg in n in g  to p rev a il. N on-affilia tion  is 
con fessed ly  an  ev il. E v e ry M ason ought to  be lo n g  to a  Lodge, C hap-
te r , etc. B u t a  fo rced m em b e rsh ip is a  m u ch  g re a te r  ev il, a n d  w ould , 
i f  p e rs is ted  in , w o rk a m u ch  g re a te r  in ju ry  to  o u r  In s ti tu tio n , because 
u t te r ly  in co n s is ten t w ith  a n d  re p u g n a n t to  its  f irs t p rin c ip les . O urs 
in  its  v e ry  C o n stitu tio n  is a  Free  In s ti tu tio n . I t  does n o t an d  can n o t 
recognize  a  p rin c ip le  o f  s lav ery . B u t w h a t is  fo rc ed  m em b e rsh ip  bu t 
a  quasi slav e ry . N o ! L e t h im  w ho  free ly  com es, as free ly  go, i f  he  
w ill. W h en  he  has lo st h is in te re s t  in  u s , he  w ill do us less h a rm  
o u tsid e  th an  i f  forced to rem a in  in sid e .

Com p. G lenn w as ag a in elected M. E x . G. I I . P ., an d Com p. B lack -
s h e a r ,  G ran d  S ec retary .

> IL L IN O IS . '

T he tw en ty -fifth C onvocation w as h e ld on th e 29th o f O ctober, 1874,
Com p. G eorge E . L o u n sb u ry , M . E x . G. H . P r ie s t , p re s id in g . F iv e  
d isp en sa tio n s  fo r n ew  C hap ters w ere  g ra n te d —th re e  o f w h ich  w ere  
su b s e q u e n tly  c h a rte red . T he G. I I . P r ie s t  m ade  a  few decisions, as 
fo l lo w s :

I  have  b een  called  u p o n  to m ak e  sev e ra l decisions, b u t th e  m ost o f
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th e m  h a v in g  a  p re ce d en t in  those  fo rm erly  m ade , o r  b e in g  b u t  an  
en fo rcem en t o f G ran d  C hap te r law , I  have  m ade reco rd  o f b u t  few. I  
w ill no te  b u t  th ree .

F ir s t—T h at a  n o n -a flilia ted  M. M ., h a v in g  rece iv ed  th e  deg rees in  a  
C hap ter, is  e lig ib le  to the  office o f IT. P .

‘Second -T h a t  a  R . A. M ason, u n d e r  sen tence  o f su sp en s io n  o r  e x -
p u ls io n  in  th e  B lu e  Lodge, h a v in g  ta k e n  an  ap p ea l, re m a in s  su s-
p ended  o r ex p e lled  in  th e  C h ap te r u n t i l  ac tion  is h ad  u p o n  h is  appeal 
b y  th e  G ra n d  Lodge, h is  s ta tu s  in C hap ter b e in g  sam e as in  Lodge.

T h ird —T h a t th e  T ile r  o f a  C h ap te r h as a  r ig h t  to vote.
I n  m ak in g  th is  la s t decision  I  am  aw are  th a t  I  w as dec id in g  a d -

v e rse ly to th e decisions o f e m in e n t M asons of o u r S ta te ; an d a lth o u g h
I e n te r ta in e d  b u t  lit tle  d o u b t on  th e  su b ject, s t ill , before m ak in g  th e  
decision , I  co n su lted  w ith  som e o f th e  b e s t M asonic  ju r is ts  in  th e  
U n ited  S tates, a n d  as th e y  c o n cu rre d  w ith  m e  in  th e  o p in io n  th a t th e  
acceptance o f a n  office o r p osition  in  a n y  M asonic B ody  cou ld  n o t act 
as a  d isfran ch isem en t, I  feel fu lly  a u th o rized  in  so d ec id ing .

W e are  a t  a  loss to  im ag in e  on  w h a t g ro u n d s  h e  cou ld  hav e  decid ed  
th e  la s t o th erw ise , a n d  re g re t  th a t  th e  d isse n tin g  m e m b e r  o f th e -  
C om m ittee  on  Ju r is p ru d e n c e  h a s  n o t assig n ed  h is  reaso n s lo r  h is 
d ifference.

W e  co m m en d  th e  fo llow ing  from  th e  ad d ress , as ap p licab le  to th is  
ju r isd ic tio n , also , a n d  wo su sp ec t to e v e ry  ju r is d ic tio n  w h e re  th e  
G ran d  B ody  h a s  becom e v e ry  large .

I  d esire  to  m ak e  a su g g estio n  in  th is  con n ec tio n  re la tiv e to w h a t I  
te rm  too h a s ty  leg isla tion . W e h av e  been  too a p t to  m ee t here , a n d  
in th e a lm o st u n iv e rsa l d esire to e x p ed ite b u sin ess , too lit t le tim e is
g iv en to th e co n sid era tio n of q u es tio n s th a t com e before u s ; a n d o u r
p as t re co rd s w ill show  th a t  som e of m y  p red ecesso rs hav e  b een  
ob liged  to m ak e  decisions d ire c tly  in  th e  face o f re so lu tio n s  in  force, 
w h ich  re so lu tio n s , u n d e r  a  care fu l co n sid era tio n , w e re  sh o w n  to  be  
(dearly  u n co n stitu tio n a l. C om panions, “ w h a t is w o rth d o in g  is  w o rth  
do in g w e ll.” I f  w e m ee t h e re  to leg isla te  for th e  C raft, le t u s  see to  it 
th a t  o u r  action  be  n o t too h asty . L e t u s  g ive  fu ll co n sid era tio n  to a ll 
m o tio n s o r re so lu tio n s  e n te rta in ed , a n d  n o t p lace o u rse lv es  in  th e  
m o rtify in g  p osition  o f h a v in g  to  re v e rse  a t  one  session  of o u r  G ra n d  
B ody  th a t  w h ich  b y  h a s ty  ac tio n  a n d  u n d u e  re liec tio n  has b een  d o n e  
a t a fo rm er one.

Com p. M iles m ad e  a  le n g th y  an d  ju d ic io u s  re p o rt  on  C o rresp o n -
dence.

N u m b e r  o f  C h a p te r s .................................................     160
“ M e m b e rs ......................................................................................... 9,823

Com p. W m . A. J .  D elancey  w as m ad e  M. E x . G. I I .  P rie s t, an d  

Com p. J .  I I . M iles, re -e lec ted  G ran d  S ec re tary .

IN D IA N A .

M. E x . Com p. A lex. T hom as, G. H . P r ie s t , o p en ed th e tw e n ty -
n in th  A n n u a l C onvocation  o f th is  G ran d  C h ap te r on  th e  21st o f  
O ctober, 1874, a n d  w e  e x tra c t fro m  h is  ad d ress , as follow s :
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H e re  le t us s tr iv e m ore  a n d m ore as w e adv an ce in  life, to ra ise  th e  
m o ra l s ta n d a rd  o f o u r  O rder, u n t i l  w e can c la im  for i t  w h a t its  m e rits  
d e s e rv e ; th a t  th e re  a re  none  o f its  m em b ers  w ho  a re  n o t “ m o ra l an d  
u p r ig h t  before  God, an d  o f good re p u te  before th e  w o rld .”

C ap itu la r M aso n ry  n e v e r occupied  a  m ore ex a lted  p osition th an  at 
th e 'p re se n t tim e  ; we h e a r good new s from  all q u a r te rs —from  th e  E as t, 
th e  W est, th e  N o rth  a n d  th e  S o u th  com e tid in g s  o f p ro sp e r ity  an d  it 
h ig h  m o ra l s tan d ard .

L e t u s  s tr iv e  for th e  tim e  w h en  w e can  say , th a t  th e  p ro fan e  sw earer, 
th e  g am b le r, th e  d ru n k a rd , a n d  the m a n  who m akes d ru nkards , iias no  
p a r t  o r  lo t in  th e  ho u seh o ld  o f M asonry .

H e  reco m m en d s th e  u se  o f th e  w ord  C onvocation  in stead  o f C om -
m u n ica tio n , w h ich  w as adop ted , th o u g h  th e  C om m ittee  to  w hom  th is  
po rtio n of th e  A d d re ss  w as re fe rred , e v id e n tly  th in k th a t M eeting  
w o u ld  hav e  been  b e tte r  a n d  n o t q u ite  “  so far-fe tched  an  a b s u rd ity .”

W e  g ive  below  th e  re p o rt o f C om m ittee  on  Ju r isp ru d e n c e , on  d e -
c is io n s o f th e  G. H . P rie s t, w ith o u t g iv in g  th e  decisions, becau se  th e  
re p o rt  e x p la in s  its e lf  su ffic ien tly .

T h e  C om m ittee  on  Ju r isp ru d e n c e , to  w hom  w as re fe rred  so m u ch  of 
th e  M. E x . G ran d  H ig h  P r ie s t ’s ad d ress  as re la te s  to  h is  decisions as 
rep o rted , h a v in g  co n sid ered  th e  su b jec t re fe rre d  to  th em , su b m it th e  
fo llow ing  r e p o r t :

T h e sev e ra l decisions o f o u r M. E x . G ra n d H ig h P r ie s t , as rep o rted
a ll b e in g g o v e rn ed so m ew h a t b y s u rro u n d in g local c ircum stances,
w ere d o u b tle ss , in th e m ain , correc t. ;

T he C om m ittee , h o w ev er, th in k  th a t  i t  is  no t s t r ic t ly  legal for a  
H ig h  P r ie s t ,  u n d e r  o rd in a ry  c ircu m stan ces , to rem ove" th e  p lace  Of 
m ee tin g  o f h is  C hap ter fro m  one room  o r hall, to an o th e r, ev en  in  th e  
sam e  to w n  o r c ity , w ith o u t th e  co nsen t o f  h is C hap ter f irs t b e in g had . 
B u t u n d e r  th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  c irc u m stan ces th is spec ia l case seem s to  
p re sen t, i t  p e rh ap s  w as th e  b e s t th a t  could  hav e  b een  done  a t  th e  
tim e .

Y o u r  C om m ittee  also d isag ree  w ith  th e  M. E . G ran d  H ig h P r ie s t  in  
a n o th e r decision . A s a g en era l ru le  w e th in k  th a t  an  ob jection  in te r -
posed a fte r  a  c le a r  b a llo t has b een  had is  b u t  a  n e g a tiv e  vo te, a n d  can 
hav e  no  m ore  p ow er o r in flu en ce th an  th e  b lack  b a ll, a n d  u p o n  th e  
ob jec tio n  b e in g  m ade  th e  H ig h  P r ie s t  sh o u ld  have  d eclared  th e  a p p li-
c a n t re jected . T h is w o u ld  have  p laced  h im  o n ly  b a ck  in to  th e  posi-
t io n  he  occup ied  before h is  p e titio n  w as p re sen te d  to th e  C hap ter. 
W ere  w e to p lace  a  d ifferen t c o n stru c tio n  u p o n  o u r  law s w e th in k  
v a s t ev il m ig h t en su e in  consequence. A  tu rb u le n t  m e m b e r  m ig h t
le t th e  b a llo t pass, as in  th is  ease, even  m a k e  a  favorab le  re p o rt, as 
th e  C om m ittee  to w hom  th e  p e titio n  h ad  b een  re fe rred , th e n  in te rp o se  
h is  ob jection , a n d  th u s  p re lu d e  in d e fin ite ly  th e  p e titio n e r  from  
ad v an c in g  fu r th e r  o r  ag a in  p e titio n in g  th a t o r  a n y  o th e r  C h ap te r for 
th e degrees, h o w ev er u n w o r th y th e ob jec tio n s m ig h t be.

R esp ec tfu lly  su b m itted ,
H . G. H A Z E L R IG G , 
W IL L IA M  H A C K E R , 
T H O M A S P A T T IS O N , 

C om m ittee .
W h ich  w ere  sev e ra lly  c o n cu rre d  in .
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W e a re  ob liged  to tlie  M. E x . G. H . P r ie s t  for h a v in g  o u r  n am e  so 
p r in te d  in  th is  copy as to be su ffic ien tly  c lear as to re m in d  u s  o f  o u r  
ow n id en tity . H e re p o rts  o n  th ir ty -e ig h t  p ro ceed in g s in ex tenso .

I n  re v ie w in g  P an ad a  h e  su g g e sts  th a t th a t  G ra n d  C h ap ter ch an g e  
th e n o m en c la tu re  o f  its  officers to  m ak e th em  co rre sp o n d  w ith  ou rs ,
n a iv e ly  r e m a r k in g :

' N ow , i t  w o u ld  be  a sk in g  too m u c h  to say  th a t  so g re a t n u m b e r  o f 
G ran d  C hap ters as in  th e  U n ited  S ta tes shou ld  ch an g e  th e ir  tit le s  in  
o rd e r  to becom e u n ifo rm  w ith  one; b u t  to a sk  th a t  one sh o u ld  ch an g e  
in  o rd e r to  be  u n ifo rm  w ith  a  g ro a t m a n y , w o u ld  be  b u t  reaso n ab le .

A llu d in g  to  su sp en s io n for n o n -p a y m e n t o f  d ues, he  say s :

I t  is  possib le  th a t  w e h av e  a  w eak n ess  for o u r  ow n law s, b u t  h av e  
en d eav o red  to  look  on  th e  su b jec t w ith  c an d o r an d  w ith o u t p re ju d ice , 
a n d f irm ly be liev e th a t o u r ru le s , w h ich p ro v id e th a t no m em b e r
sha ll be d e p riv e d  o f  a n y  o f iiis .Masonic r ig h ts  w ith o u t ch arg es, tr ia l  
a n d a vote o f the body, is th e b e s t w e hav e seen , a n d w h e n once d e-
p r iv e d  o f m em bership  w e  ho ld  i t  to  b e  a  la n d m a rk  th a t  h e  can  o n ly  
reg a in  m em bership  b y  “  u n a n im ity ,"  a  c lear ballo t.

O ur se n tim e n ts  p recise ly .
C om pan ion  Geo. I I .  F is h  w as e lected  M . E x . G. I I .  I ’.
C om panion  Jn o . M . B ra m w e ll re -e lec ted  G ran d  S ecretary .

N o. C h arte red  C h a p te rs .................................................................................  8!)
“ M e m b e rs ...................  4,567
“ E x a l t e d .........................................:............................................................... 441

IO W A .

T he tw e n ty -f irs t convocation of th is G ran d C h ap te r w as h e ld on
20th O ctober, 1874, C om panion  R o b e rt F . B ow er, M . E x . G. H . P r ie s t ,  
p resid in g .

T he G. I I . P r ie s t  in  h is  ad d ress  sa y s :

A n o th e r C ap itu la r y e a r has gone, and  w e are  again assem bled a t ou r 
re g u la r  C onvocation  to  leg isla te  for th e  in te re s ts  o f o u r  nob le  c ra ft. 
B u t few  d is tu rb an c es  hav e  o ccu rred  w ith in  o u r  ju r is d ic tio n  d u r in g  
th e  in te rv a l th a t  h a s  e lapsed , a n d  a t p re se n t peace an d  h a rm o n y  d w e ll 
w ith in  o u r  b o rd e rs . O ur o rd e r has  been  e m in e n tly  p ro sp e ro u s, a n d  
o u r  C om panions zealous a n d  u n tir in g  in  p ro p a g a tin g  th e  R o y a l Art.. 
G ra te fu l for th e  m a n y  favors th a t  w e hav e  en joyed  th is  p a s t y e a r , w e  
ap p ro ach  th e  th ro n e  o f “  th e  G rea t I  A m ,”  a n d  beseech  th e  c o n tin u -
ance o f H is  h e av e n ly  b lessings.

M any  decisions w ere  m ad e  b y  th e  M . E x . G. I I .  P r ie s t  w itli w h ich  
w e g e n e ra lly  agree, b u t  th e  C om m ittee  on  Ju r isp ru d e n c e  d iffered  
w ith  h im  in  som e p a r ticu la rs , a n d  th e y  w e re  p a r tia l ly  su s ta in ed  b y  
th e G ran d  C hap ter, a n d  for y o u r  in s tru c tio n  w e g iv e  th e i r re p o rts  :
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REPORT ON JU R ISPR U D EN C E.

C om pan ion  E as tm a n , from  th e  C om m ittee  on Ju r isp ru d e n c e , p re -
sen ted  th e re p o rt  o f th a t  co m m ittee , co v erin g  v a rio u s  su b jects, as 
fo l lo w s :

To the G rand Chapter o f the S ta te  o f  Io w a  :

T h e  C om m ittee  on Ju r isp ru d e n c e , to w hom  w as re fe rre d  th e  “ D e-
cis ions o f  th e  G ran d  H ig h  D riest,” re sp ec tfu lly  re p o r t:

T h a t th ey  believe  th e  decision  o f  th e  G ran d  H ig h  D riest is correc t, 
“  T h a t a  C om panion  can  ob ject to th e  c o n fe rrin g  o f  th e  d eg rees a t a n y  
tim e  a fte r  ba llo t, a n d  th e  can d id a te  c a n n o t p roceed  a n y  fu th e r  t il l  th e  
ob jec tion  is  re m o v e d ; a n d  th e  C om pan ion  is n o t  re q u ire d  to  g ive  a n y  
reaso n  fo r o b jec tin g .” T he w r ite r  o f th is  how ever, ho lds th a t  i f  th e  
C om panion  does, v o lu n ta r ily , g iv e  h is  reason , th en  th e  C h ap ter m ay  
co n sid er th a t  reaso n  as i t  w o u ld  a n y  ch arg e  p re fe red , a n d  if  th e  
C h ap te r find  th e  reason , an a  charge, n o t good, i t  m ay  proceed  w ith  
th e  degrees.

To th e  q u estio n , “  I s  i t  n ece ssa ry  for a  C om pan ion  to sign  th e  B y- 
Haws of th e  C h ap ter to  becom e a  m em b e r o f  the  C h ap te r,”  w e an sw er, 
" N o .”

W e  th in k  th e  re q u ire m e n t to  sign  th e  B y -L aw s s im p ly  d irec to ry . 
W e th in k  a  leg itim a te  ch ild  is  a c tu a lly  a  son of h is  m o th e r, an d  a  
m em b e r of th e  fam ily , w ith o u t h is  n am e  b e in g  w r i t te n  in  th e  b iblo , 
th o u g h  th e  law  m ay  re q u ire  i t  to  be w rit te n  th e re .

B u t w e  th in k  th e ru l in g  co rrec t th a t  a  ballo t m a g  ho re q u ire d  in  
each degree .

To th e  q u estio n , “  H ow  long  m u s t a  re jec ted  p e ti t io n e r  w a it before 
he  can  sen d  in  a  new p e tit io n ? ” w e th in k th e a n sw e r is  co rrec t th a t 
th is  G ra n d C hapter has no  re g u la tio n  on  th e  su b jec t. B u t th e  re co m -
m en d a tio n  to “ ad o p t th e  ru l in g  o f o u r  G ran d  L odge, w h ic h  m ak s  s ix  
m o n th s  in te rv e n tio n  n ecessa ry ,” w e th in k  sh o u ld  be ad d ressed  to th e  
G ran d  C hap te r a n d  not to  th e  S u b o rd in a te  C hap te r. U ntil th e  G ran d  
C hap ter ad o p ts  som e re g u la tio n  on  th e  su b jec t, w e  th in k  th e  
an c ien t usage  is  in  force, w h ich  w e  believe  is, th a t  th e  p e ti t io n e r  m ay  
a p p ly  a t  a n y  sta ted  m ee tin g o f th e  C hap ter.

To th e  q estion  su b m itte d  b y  D u b u q u e  C hap te r, No. 3, “ A C o m p an -
io n  w as su sp en d ed  e leven  y ea rs  ago fo r n o n -p a y m e n t o f C hap ter d ues. 
H e now  w ish es to  be  re in s ta te d  on  p a y m e n t o f C hap te r dues. H e  is  
n o t  affiliated  \v ith  a n y  lodge. I s  he  e lig ib le  to b e  re in s ta ted  w ith o u t 
affilia ting  w ith  som e L odge in  I o w a ? ”

T he G ran d  H ig h  P r ie s t  says, “ Y es.”  H e  m ay  com e in  u n d e r  th e  
re g u la tio n  as i t  w as w h en  h e  w as su sp en d ed . B u t  b y ,a  re g u la tio n  
ad op ted  in  1872, a t O skaloosa, Iow a, he  is  n o t re q u ire d  to  be  a n  affili-
a te . E . W . E A S T M A N ,

F o r  th e  C om m ittee .

T he officers of th e  G ran d  C h ap te r w ere p u b lic ly  in sta lled  a n d  Com -
p a n io n  G u ilb e r t o n  th a t occasion d e liv e red  a n in te re s t in g  o ra tio n  on  
th e o rig in  a n d  p u rp o se s  o f  o u r  O rder from  w h ich  w e m ak e  th e  fo llow -
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in g  e x tra c t, as its  p u rp o se  ch im es w ith  o u r  ow n  w ishes in  re g a rd  to 
M aso n ry  in  th is  S ta te .

O ur m ission , b ro th e r  M asons, is to p re se rv e  i t  (M asonry), as w ell 
as ourselves, “ u n sp o tted  by  th e  w o rld ,’’ and

"G uided by th e  p lum m et’s law  
To keep  th ’ u n e rrin g  ru le  d iv ine ,”

la id  dow n  in  th a t  fa ith , th e  d u ty  o f w hose  ex em p lifica tio n  w as “ once 
d e liv e red  to  ”  u s  b y  “  th e  sa in ts . ”  L o o k in g  u p o n  life from  a 
m aso n ic  s ta n d p o in t an d  o b se rv in g  how  m u c h  o f reason  th e re  is  in  th e  
m ason ic  lesson o f th e  bee-h ive , w hich  re q u ire s  h im  who d a res  to w ear 
th e  M ason-b lue  to be an  a c t i v e  in stead  o f a  pa ss ive  e m b o d im en t of 
th e  v e rb  t o  d o ,  w e sh o u ld  lea rn  th a t w e a re  re c re an t to o u r  cov-
en an ts  if  w e  co n te n t o u rse lv es w ith  th e  h is to ry , sy m b o lism  a n d  fra -
te rn a l so c iab ility  o f  th e  in s titu tio n , a n d  a im  s im p ly  to liv e  for o u r -
se lves a lone, in stead  o f as incessan t w o r k - d o e r m a n d  tru e  re p re se n -
ta tiv es of an o rd e r w hich is llrs t spo tless a n d th e n ag g ress iv e ly c h a r i-
tab le a n d lo y a l to ob liga tions.

W e sh o u ld  n o t be u n m in d fu l  o f th e  fact th a t  w h ile  th e  h e y d ay  o f  
p ro sp e r ity b r in g s w ith it in c reas in g pow er, i t lik ew ise im p o ses u p o n
u s g roa t re sp o n sib ilitie s . J t is w e ll for u s to p ay “ tith e s o f m in t,
an ise  a n d  c u m m in ,” in  th e  w ay  o f obed ience  to  th e  ab s trac t a n d  s p ir -
i tu a l  teach in g s o f M asonry , i f  w e do n o t “ fo rget th e  w e ig h tie r  m a t-
te rs  o f th e  law ,—ju d g m e n t, m ercy , a n d  fa ith .” T h a t is, . iu d c im e n t  
w ith  re fe ren ce  to  d ev is in g  th e  w ay s an d  se c u rin g  th e  m ean s w h e reb y  
wo m ay  fu lfill o u r  o b lig a tio n s on  behalf, n o t o n ly  o f th e  d is tre ssed  
b ro th e r , b u t  also o f h is  w idow  a n d  o rp h an s. M e r c y , w h ich  o n ly  w ill 
be  sh o w n  to  u s  in  th e  h e re a f te r  as w e show  it  those  w ho a re  th e  leg it- 
m a te  su b jec ts  o f o u r  care. A n d  f a i t h ,  th a t  as w e fu l ly  e x em p lify  in  
o u r  lives m ason ic  teach in g s, so sh a ll w e be  p ro sp e red  in  a ll o u r  h u -
m a n ita r ia n  endeavors.

To th is  end , w h ile  a n e w  im p e tu s  lias been g iv en  in  m an y  S ta tes o f  
th is  U n io n  to th e  h ith e r to  slow  outflow  of m ason ic  ch a rity , le t  u s  o f 
Io w a  n o t lag  su p in e ly  in  th e  rear. O ur “  lin e s  h av e  fa llen  to u s in  
p lea san t p laces,” b re th re n  o f th e  H a w k -E y e  S tate . T he “  L o rd  o f th e  
h a rv e s t” sho w ers  upon  u s u n n u m b e re d  b ened ic tions. T h ey  a re  o u rs  
b u t  in  t r u s t  for o th e rs , and  as w e w ise ly  o r i l ly  e m p lo y  th em , so w ill 
be  o u r  re w ard  in th e  g re a t d ay  o f A ssize ; a d a y  w h ich  w ill bo a  “ sw ee t 
b y -a n d -b y ,” to th e  f a i t h f u t ., b u t  a  d re a r  Dies Trie to  th e  u n fa ith fu l
stew ard . W o u ld  to  H eav en  m y  voice co u ld  reach  e v e ry  M ason 
in  Iow a, th a t  I  m ig h t u rg e  it u p o n  h im  to  heed  th e  m o n itio n s  o f h is 
nob le  G rand  Lodge, w h ich  has re ce n tly  offered th e  c raft th e  o p p o rtu -
n i ty  o f do ing  so m e th in g  e m in e n tly  p rac ticab le  a n d  w o rth y  o f th e  
n am e  w e bear, in th e  p ro p o sitio n  to  fo u n d  a hom e for in d ig e n t b re th -
re n  a n d  th e ir  w idow s a n d  o rp h an s. W e hav e  am p le  m ean s w h e re -
w ith to accom plish th is g rac io u s end . God g ra n t th a t e re lo n g w e
m ay p u t o u r profession in to sp len d id deeds, an d do th a t w h ic h sha ll
cause p o s te r ity “ to rise u p a n d call u s rIjESSEd.”

T he e x am p les  se t u s  b y  th e  c ra ft o f K e n tu ck y , T ennessee , a n d  N ew  
Y o rk  sh o u ld  s tim u la te  us to th a t “  nob le  em u la tio n  ” to see w ho  best 
can  w ork  in  th e  sh in in g  p a th w ay  w h ich  s tre tc h e s  before  Us to w ard  
th e  goal o f success in  th e  no t d is ta n t fu tu re . T h e  d o o rs  o f th a t  goal 
s ta n d  w id e ly  a p a r t in  an tic ip a tio n  o f o u r  com in g . L et u s  hope th a t
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soon th a t p a th w ay  m ay be p eop led  b y , a n d  m ade  vocal w ith , th e  
s tu rd y  tre a d  o f  th e  fo u rteen  th o u sa n d  M asons o f Iow a.

“ W ith  m alice  to w ard  none, w ith  c h a r ity  for all, w ith  firm n ess for 
th e  R i g h t ,  as G od g ives u s  to  'see th e  R ig h t, le t  u s  h ig h ly  re so lv e ’’ 
th a t  m aso n ry  in  Io w a  sha ll  h av e  a  n ew  b ir th  o f e f f o r t  : th a t  th e  h u -
m a n ita r ian  p ro m ises o f th e  o rd e r sh a ll no lo n g er be ‘ k e p t  to th e  ear
a n d  b ro k e n  to th e  h o p e ,’ b u t, on  th e  co n tra ry , sh a ll h e re  rece ive  a
n e w e r a n d  a  h o lie r  consecra tion . So mote i t  be !

H a v in g  re ad  th e  p ro ceed ings, w itn essed  th e  in s ta lla tio n  o f C om pan-
io n  B ow er, a n d  lis te n e d  to  C om panion  G u ilb e r t’s h a p p y  ad d ress , w e 
w ere ab o u t to look  for th e  a p p e n d ix  w h e n  w e w e re  s ta r tle d  b y  an 
“ a fte rw a rd s ,” —afte rw a rd s?  H o w ! w h a t l a n d  in d ee d  w e  w ish e d  w e 
h a d  b een  th e re  “ a fte rw a rd s ,”  a  m o st de lic ious sp read  a n d  hop , C om -
p a n io n s—“ o n ly  th is  a n d  n o th in g  m o re .”

C om panion  P a rv in  com es again  to th e  fro n t w ith th e  re p o rt  on  c o r-
re spondence , n o tic in g  th e  p roceed ings from  A lab am a  for 1873. W o 
g ive  h is  v iew s on

“  Je w e ls  ”  w ere  p re sen te d  to  tw o  o f th e  P a s t 'G r a n d  H ig h  P rie s ts , 
l ik e th e deg ree of M aster o f A r ts in o u r colleges, “ in co u rse ,” w e
suppose. W e a re opposed to th e w ho lesa le a n d in d isc rim in a te
b estow al o f  h o n o rs  as p rac ticed  in  som e ju risd ic tio n s , a n d  fin d in g  an 
e n tra n ce  in to  th is . W h ere  th e  h o n o r is earned  b y  e x tra o rd in a ry  s e r -
v ice, its  bestow al is a lik e  c red itab le  to  th e  b o d y  g iv in g  i t  a n d  i ts  re c ip -
ie n t ;  b u t  to vo te  a  jew e l to  a re ti r in g  officer, s im p ly  because  he  has 
h e ld  fo r a  s ing le  o r ev en  a  d u a l te rm  th e  ch ie fest sea t in  th e  sy n a -
gogue (secured , o ften tim es, as w e k n o w , b y  e lec tio n ee rin g  w o rth y  of 
a  po litic ian), is  o n ly  a  p ro s ti tu tio n  o f th e  fu n d s  a n d  t h a  v ir tu e  o f th e  
G ran d  B ody  g ra n tin g  it. W e k n o w  o f one G ran d  B ody  th a t  for a 
se ries  o f y e a rs  d id  n o t p u b lish  its  p ro ceed in g , b u t  b a n k ru p te d  its  
t r e a su ry  b y  th ese  s il ly  gifts .

W e w ill s ta te th a t w e v is ite d X . O., las t D ecem ber, m a in ly to see
a n d  m ak e  th e  acq u a in tan ce  o f C om ps. C orson a n d D ru m m o n d , th e
fo rm er w as u n h a p p ily  d e ta in ed  b y  s ick n ess , a n d  th e  la tte r  w e  cou ld  
n o t m ee t u n ti l  on  h is  re tu rn ,  so  w e  fa iled  to g e t th a t  degree .

N u m b e r  o f  C h a p te rs .......................................................................................  75

Com p. J o h n  M. P rice , M. E x . G. H ig h  P r ie s t opened  in  am p le  
fo rm  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r o f th is  S ta te  on  20tli o f  O ctober, 1874.

H is ad d ress  is a  concise s ta te m en t o f h is acts a n d  decisions d u r in g
th e  y ear. In  i t  w e  find  no  reco m m en d a tio n s  b u t  a n  an n o u n ce m e n t 
th a t  C ap itu la r M aso n ry  is g ro w in g  a n d  h a rm o n io u s  th e re . H is  d e -

JE W E L S .

M em bers ....
E x a lta tio n s

3,587
470

K A N SA S.
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cisions a re  in  h a rm o n y  w ith  those  o f th is  ju r is d ic tio n  a n d  w ore a ll 
ap p ro v ed  b y  th e  G rand  C hap ter.

T h is  G ran d  C hap ter, by  re so lu tio n , p ro h ib its  th e  ex a lta tio n of a 
can d id a te  u n t il  a fte r “ h e  sh a ll hav e  se lec ted  h is  M a rk  an d  caused  the  
sam e to be p ro p e rly  reco rd ed  in  th e  L odge-book  o f M ark s.

W e th in k som e su ch p ro v is io n n ece ssa ry to co m p e l su c h selection
in th is ju r isd ic tio n . O u r an c ien t b re th re n each h a d h is M a rk , w h ich
lie w as u sed to p lace u p o n “ h is w o rk w h e n p ro m iscu o u s ly c a rried
u p  fo r in sp e c tio n ,’’ b u t  w e  fear th a t  th is  in ju n c tio n  o f o u r  G ran d  
C hap ter is  lit t le  h eed ed  here.

N u m b e r  o f C h a p te rs ................................................     2(i
“  M e m b e rs .........................................................................................  912
“  E x a l te d .......................................................  t>9

Com p. C arr m ad e  a  re p o rt  on  C orrespondence , re v ie w in g  A lab am a  
fo r 1873, fra te rn a lly .

Com ps. J o h n  M . P ric e  a n d  E ra s m u s  T . C arr w e re  se v e ra lly  re -
e lec ted  M. E x . G. H ig h  P r ie s t  a n d  G ra n d  S ec re ta ry .

K E N T U C K Y .

T he fif ty -n in th G ran d A n n u a l C onvocation of th is G ra n d C h ap te r
w as h e ld  on  th e  19th o f  O ctober, 1874. M. E x . D avid  I3. R obb , G. H . 
P ., w ho  in  h is  ad d ress  u rg e d  m o st p re s s in g ly  a  l ib e ra l co n tr ib u tio n  
b y  th e  G ran d C h ap te r to  th e  en d o w m en t fu n d  for th e  “ M asonic 
W idow s a n d  O rp h an s H o m e .”  W e k n o w  o f no  m o v em e n t m o re  
n o b le  th an  th is . W e h av e  seen  th e  b u i ld in g  a n d  th o u g h  i t  i n ay  n o t  
be  “  m o re  d u ra b le  th a n  b ra ss  ” in  its  co m p o n en t p a rts , y e t  its  good 
w o rk s  w ill la s t so lo n g  as o u r  lang u ag e , a n d  th e  good it  w ill do can -
n o t  be  calcu la ted .

K e n tu c k y  h as se t a n  e x am p le  w h ich  w e m ay  a ll w e ll im ita te . God
speed  th e m  in th is w o rk  in  w h ic h  th e y  a re  engaged  “ w ith o u t th e
hope  o f fee o r  re w a rd .”  A n d  i t is  w ith  in fin ite  p lea su re  th a t  w e
ch ro n ic le  th e  fact tiia t th e  G ran d  C h ap te r d id  tra n s fe r  §7,000 to th is
end.

W e  see th a t  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r h a s  ad o p ted  th e w o rk  o f th e  G. G.
C. W h a t is  i t  ?

I n  th is  ju r is d ic tio n  th e re  a re 3,858 R . A. M ., a n d e x a lted  d u r in g th e  
y ear, 272.

Com p. H e n d e rso n  again  m ad e  th e  re p o rt  on  C orrespondence  re -
v iew in g th e  p ro ceed in g s o f A lab am a  for 1873 k in d ly . W e re g re t  th a t
th e  p ro ceed in g s o f K e n tu c k y  o f la s t y e a r  d id  n o t re ach  th e  C om m ittee , 
a n d  a re  o n ly  too g lad  to fin d  th e m  n o w  on  o u r  tab le . W e  hope  th a t  
th is w ill sa tis fy o u r C om panions, for of a ll th in g s w hich w e esteem
disag reeab le , th a t  o f w riting a n  apo logy  is  p ro b a b ly  th e  m o st so, b e -
cause i t  is a  confession  o f e rro r.
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C om pan ion  H e n d e rso n  m u s t  hav e  an  oar fo r m u sic , a  v e ry  fine 
e a r ; h e  m u s t  h e  a  m u sic ia n  h im self, h u t  w e  h ope  he  h a s  a  b e tte r  voice 
th a n  th a t  a n im a l o f w hom  th e  I r is h m a n  re m a rk e d , u p o n  see in g  h is  
lo n g  e a rs : “ B e g o rry , w h a t fine ears  for m u s ic !” H e  e x p an d s
on th e  su b jec t o f m u sic  in  C hurches, L odges, C h ap ters, etc ., to  iive 
pages. W e w ish  w e cou ld  find  i t  in  o u r  h e a r t  to qu o te  i t  a ll , b u t  ju s t  
h e a r  h i m :

M u s ic ! i t  w as b o rn  in  H eav en . U p o n th e fin ish in g  d ay o f crea tion
th e  m o rn in g  s ta rs  san g  to g e th e r a n d  th e  sons o f  G od sh o u te d  to g e th e r 
fo r jo y . W e re ck o n  th a t  H a y d n ’s g ra n d  o ra to rio , “  T he C reation ,”  is 
b u t  as a fa iry  h y m n  to th a t  first, fu ll an d  free h a lle lu jah , w h ich  m ad e  
th e  s ta rs  ro ll to  i ts m easu re .

A n d  so th e  s ta rs  c au g h t th e  k e y -n o te  o f song  from  A n g e l ch o ris te rs  
a n d  s t i ll  ch im e, “  th e  m u sic  o f th e  sp h e re s .”

E a r th , a ir , a n d  sea  a re  fu ll  o f  m u sic . T h e  w in d  m ak e s  iE o lian  
h a rp s  o f  th e  leaves o f fo res t tre e s , a n d  e v e ry  tw ig  is a  s tr in g  in  a  
ly re . T he p in es  p la y  th e  d irg es , and , su m m e r  a n d  w in te r  th ro u g h , 
w e can  h e a r th e  s p ir i t  o f th e  w in d  w a ilin g  h is  re q u ie m  th ro u g h  th e ir  
ev e rg reen  boughs. T he z ep h y r se ren ad es th e  flow er w ith  i ts  b a llads 
o f love, tak e s  i ts  k is s  fro m  frag ra n t lip s , a n d  th en  h u r r ie s  on  to  th e  
fev e r-ch eek o f th e in v a lid .

T h e  l iu rr ic an e  h as an  o rc h es tra  crash , a n d  th e  th u n d e r -d ru m s  ro ll
th e m arch es o f th e s to rm . T he sea sig h s re fra in s e v e r to th e beach,
an d fills e v e ry sh e ll w ith its sad a n d ceaseless song. T he ca ta ra c t
p lay s  for th e  w altzes o f ra in b o w s, a n d  th e  m in u e ts  o f  th e  s i lv e ry  
sp ray . T he m o u n ta in  b ro o k  is  tu n e fu l a n d  a ll  i ts  w avele ts p o lish  
th e  peb b les to  th e  caro l o f a  la p id a ry ’s h y m n .

T h e b ird s  m a k e  th e  a ir  t re m u lo u s w ith  th e i r op e ras  — th e  w re n  
p ip es  its  s in g le piccolo no te , th e  can a ry  ru n s  th e  g a m u t on  h is  fife, 
th e  la r k  w h is tle s  w e ird  h is  ascension  score, a n d  th e  m o ck in g  b ird ’s 
v e ry  so u l is  se t to  m usic .

T h en  th in k  of w h a t m an  is capab le  ! H is  to  s in g  G od’s p ra ise s  on 
e arth , a n d  h is  to  a sp ire  to s in g  th e  song  o f M oses a n d  th e  L am b  on  
H igh .

A h, m u sic  g lad d en s earth , an d  an g e ls  b en d  dow n  to  catch  th e  
s tra in s  th a t  ascend  from  h e r  g ro v es a n d  tem p les . L e t m en  s in g  at 
lab o r a n d  le isu re , in  j o y ’s b rig h t-d a y , a n d  g r ie f’s n ig h t-session .

W ith  one  o th e r  e x tra c t  fro m  C om panion  H e n d e rso n ’s .repo rt w e 
w ill close th e p ro ceed in g s 01' K e n tu c k y :

W e h av e  now  w ad ed  th ro u g h  ab o u t five th o u san d  pages o f m a tte r , 
w h ich  is  ab o u t as p lea sa n t as tra v e rs in g  th e  D ism al S w am p. A b o u t 
tw o -th ird s  o f th e  m a tte r  p u b lish ed  in  th e  p ro ceed in g s o f th e  G ran d  
B odies is as w o rth less  as i t is u n in te re s tin g . To w a lk  o v e r b u rn in g  
sands, lo n g  s tre tch es , an d  h e re  a n d  th e re  o n ly  to  fin d  a  g re e n  oases, 
is n o t th e  m o st de lec tab le  p ilg rim ag e  a  m an  can go on. O ur re p o rt  
is sh o rt, b u t th e w o rk of p re p a ra tio n has been ted ious. W e are in
th e  sam e co n d itio n  o f th e  m an  w ho , h a v in g  called  fo r h is th ird  cup 
o f  coffee, th e  lan d la d y  sa tir ic a lly  re m a rk e d , “  Y o u  are  v e ry  fond  o f 
coffee, s i r .” H e  rep lied , “  I  hav e to d r in k , a  g re a t d eal o f  w a te r , 
m ad arn e, to g e t a  l itt le  coffee.”  W e hope  no n e  o f o u r  C om pan ion  re -
p o r te r s  w ill  call on  us to e x p la in  th a t  jo k e , for th e re  a re  ground*  
for it.
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Oom p. Jo s . P . F o rce  w as elected  M. E x . G. H . P ., a n d  Jn o . M . S. 
M cC orkle, G ran d  S ec re ta ry .

L O U IS IA N A .

M . E . C om panion  Jo sep h  P . H o rn e r , M. E . G. I I .  P ., opened  th is  
G ran d  C hap ter in  a m p le  fo rm  on th e  9th o f F e b ru a ry , 1875.

W e  ta k e  p lea su re  in  co p y in g  th a t  p o rtio n  o f  th e  ad d ress  w h ic h  d i s -
cusses th e  force a n d  effect on  m em b e rsh ip  in  C hap ter, o f su sp en sio n  
fo r n o n -p a y m e n t of dues in th e L odge u n d e r a n ed ic t o f th e G ra n d
L odge. T hese  v iew s in  th e  m a in  h av e  b een  e n te r ta in e d  b y  us, and  
p ressed  u p o n  th e  co n sid era tio n  o f th is  G ra n d  C h ap te r u n t i l  a  re so lu -
tio n  w as passed  b y  th is  G. C. e n u n c ia tin g  th e  p r in c ip le  con ta in ed  in  
Com p. H o rn e r’s 2d ru lin g . W e k n o w  th a t  o u r  G ran d  L odge l ik e  th a t  
o f  L o u is ian a declares sucli su sp en sio n  to be  su ch  as to c u t off th e
d e lin q u e n t from  a ll M asonic in te rco u rse , b u t  w e hav e  failed  to  see a n y  
M asonic “ ju s t ic e ” in  su c h  dec la ra tio n , n o r  do w e th in k  th a t i t  is
in cu m b e n t upo n  C hap ters to be  g o v e rn ed  b y  th e  co n stru c tio n  o f  th e  
G ran d  L odge, w h e n  th e  G ran d  C h ap ter sh a ll have  ex p ressed  a n d  p r o -
m u lg a ted h e r v iew s th e re o n . T he G ra n d C h ap te r o v e rru le d th e
ru lin g s  No. 1  a n d  2 .

2nd .—I  decided  th a t  a  co m pan ion  is  n o t to be  co n sid ered  as 
.suspended from  e ith e r  L odge o r  ( 'h ap te r, w hose n am e  lias b een  s tr ick e n  
fro m  th e  ro ll o f h is  L odge  u n d e r  th e  re ce n t ed ic ts o f  th e  G ra n d  
L odge (P roceed in g s of G ran d  L odge, 1874, p . 133); n o r  th a t  h is  s ta n d -
in g  in  h is  C h ap ter is to be  in  a n y  m a n n e r  affected b y  su c h  ac tio n  o f 
id s  lodge ; a n d  th a t sucli action  is n o t e q u iv a len t to  su spenson .

One o f  th e  law s o f  o u r  iu s titu tio n  is th a t  a ll  th e r ig h ts  o f a M ason in 
th e  h ig h e r deg rees d ep en d  upon  th e  c o nd itions w ith  w h ich  he p ro c u re s  
an d  ho lds th e  lo w er deg rees, v iz : th e  E . A ., F . C. a n d  M. M ., th e y  
b e in g  a t th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f a ll  th e  o thers . A s, if  a M ason be in itia te d  
in  a  c lan d es tin e  lodge, o r  is  u n d e r  sen tence  o f su sp en s io n o r e x p u l-
sion , i t  is fo rb id d en u s to  ho ld  M asonic co m m u n ica tio n  w ith  h im : 
Indeed , th is law  m ay  be  co n sid ered  as one o f th e la n d m a rk s  o f  th e  
O rder, an d  o f a  d ig n ity  su p e rio r  to a  m ere  law . O f s im ila r  im p o r t  is 
th e  ru le  th a t  e x p u ls io n  o r su sp en s io n  b y  a L odge operates ipso fa c to  
a n  ex p u ls io n  o r  su sp en s io n  fro m  th e  C h a p te r ;  in d eed , th is  is  b u t  a 
co ro lla ry o f th e ru le ; w e can n o t ho ld M ason ic co m m u n ica tio n w ith a
b ro th e r u n d e r sen tence of su sp en sio n , ho w th e n can w e sit w ith h im
in  th e  C hap ter, w h en  su c h  co m m u n ica tio n  w o u ld  be ab so lu te ly n e c -
essary .

T he foregoing , w e k n o w , is u n iv e rsa l in  i ts  ad m iss io n  as a  law , a n d  
i t  m ay  seem  a w o rk  o f su p e re ro g a tio n  to  no tice  it, b u t  i t  f re q u e n tly  
h ap p en s  th a t  i t  is  n ecessa ry  to  re -s ta te  ev en  e le m e n ta ry  p r in c ip les , 
a n d  one o f these  n ece ssa ry  occasions h as a risen  b y  th e  p re sen ta tio n  o f 
th e  q u es tio n  w h ich  e lic ited  m y  decision .

I f su ch  s tr ik in g  from  th e ro ll o f a  L odge is e q u iv a le n t to  su sp en -
sion , th e n  such  action  o f th e  L odge su sp en d s  th e  b ro th e r  from  th e  
Lodge a n d  fro m  th e  C h ap ter, ipso fa c to , a n d  from  th e  r ig h t to h o ld  
M asonic  co m m u n ica tio n  w ith a n y b ro th e r .

B u t is  such  s t r ik in g  from  th e ro ll e q u iv a len t to  su sp en s io n  ? W e
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k n o w th e reso lu tio n of th e G ran d L odge re fe rre d to, so s ta te s it, an d
w e k n o w  th a t  th e  o n ly  in te rp re ta tio n  th a t  can be g iv en  to  th e  lan g u ag e  
o f th e  re so lu tio n  is  th a t su ch  s tr ik in g  from  th e  ro l l  i.s susp en sio n ; if  
w e a re  to  ta k e  th e  re so lu tio n  as a  co rrec t ex p ress io n  o f M asonic  law , 
th e  co n tro v e rsy  is  ended , an d th e s tr ik in g  from  th e  ro ll  o f th e  L odge, 
u n d e r  th e  re so lu tio n  re fe rre d  to , is su sp en s io n  from  th e  L odge, an d  as 
a  consequence, from  th e  C hap ter, an d  from  a n y  o th e r  M asonic  bo d y  
of a  h ig h e r g rad e  th a n  th a t  o f M aste r M ason.

B u t is th is  a co rrec t ex p ress io n  o f  M asonic law  ?
I  u n h e s ita tin g ly  an sw er, i t  is no t. T h ere  can , in  th e m eth o d  p ro -

posed , be  no e q u iv a len t for a  M asonic t r ia l ,  in  w h ich  a ll th e  u su a l 
fo rm s a re  follow ed, on  ch arg es re g u la r ly  p re fe rre d  a n d  conv ic tion  
had , re su ltin g  in  su sp en sio n . I t  is a  m ax im o f M asonic, as w ell as 
c iv il law , th a t  no  m an  is  p re su m ed  to  be  g u ilty  before c o n v ic tio n ; th a t 
lie m u s t be b ro u g h t before h is  p eers  in  re g u la r  form , co n fro n ted  w ith  
h is  accusers, a n d  have  h is w itn esses  b ro u g h t face to  face w ith  h im , 
a n d  h ave  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f m a k in g  h is defence. O f course, th e  le g -
is la tiv e  body h as th e  p o w er, an d it is its  d u ty  to p re sc rib e  th e form  
a n d  a ll  th e  p a r tic u la rs  in  th e  p roceed ings, fro m  th e  p re lim in a ry  s te p s  
to  tin a l co nv ic tion  an d  sen ten ce  ; b u t  s t i ll  th e re  m u s t bo fo rm s, w h a t-
ev e r th e y  m ay  be, a n d  th e re  m u s t be  an  im p a rtia l  tr ia l ,  a n d  in  w h ich  
th e  accused  m u s t h av e  a ll th e  essen tia l o p p o rtu n itie s  o f m a k in g  h is  
defence.

A vo te o f th e L odge, s tr ik in g a b ro th e r ’s n am e from th e ro ll, u n d e r
th e  re so lu tio n  o f the  G ran d  L odge re fe rre d  to, lack s ev e ry  e le m en t of 
a  M asonic tria l. T h e  C h ap ter can consider; i t  is  o n ly  a  b ro th e r  w ho  
is  u n d e r  sen tence  o f e x p u ls io n  o r  su sp en sio n w ith  w h o m w e can ho ld
n o  M asonic co m m u n ica tio n  ; in  th is  w e a r e n o t  u n d e r  th e  n ecessity  o f 
w a itin g  for a fo rm al certificate  o f th e  f a c t ; w e  b e in g  o u rse lv es M aste r 
M asons m ay  a n d  m u s t  k n o w  it, to  av o id  a  v io la tio n  o f an  ob liga tion  ; 
b u t  a  sen tence  n ece ssa rily  p re su p p o ses a  p rev io u s  tr ia l  a n d  co n v ic tion , 
on  ch arg es o f  u n m aso n ic co n d u ct re g u la r ly  p re fe rred . I t  is  n o t good 
law , i t  is  n o t a  p ro p e r  u se  o f lan g u ag e , to say  th a t  a  vo te  o f a  L odge, 
u n d e r  th e  re so lu tio n  o f th e  G ran d  L odge, to  s tr ik e  a  b ro th e r ’s n am e  
fro m  th e  ro ll, is  a  tria l. I t  is  h a rd ly  w o rth y  th e  d esig n a tio n  o f  an  
ab u se of lang u ag e , an d  hence  su ch s tr ik in g  from  th e ro ll is  n o t e q u iv -
a le n t to su sp en s io n ,—is n o t suspension .

In d e ed , h ad  th e  re so lu tio n  read , th a t  th e  L odge  u n d e r  th e  c irc u m -
stan ces n a m e d  in  th e  re so lu tio n , cou ld  b y  vo te  su sp en d  a  b ro th e r— ol 
cou rse  w ith o u t th e  fo rm  o f a  tr ia l, u n d e rsto o d , a n d  th a t is  th e  e q u iv a -
le n t  o f w h a t th e  re so lu tio n  does s ta te , i t  w ou ld  n o t be  a  lega l su sp en -
sion  ; a t  lea s t i t  w o u ld  be w ith o u t th e  sanc tion  o f a n y  M asonic  o r o th e r  
law . save  th a t  o f th e  in q u is itio n  o f despo tism  ; w o u ld  be in  v io la tio n  
o f M asonic law  h ig h e r  in  d ig n ity  th a n  th e  C o n stitu tion , re so lu tio n s  o r  
ed ic ts o f th e G ran d L odge, o f th e A n c ien t L a n d m a rk s , a n d c o n tra ry
to th e s p ir i t o f th e law s of e v e ry c o u n try w h e re F re e m a so n ry f lo u r-
ishes, o r is suffered to p rev ail.

I  fo u n d  th a t  a c o n tra ry  decision  w o u ld  also w o rk  g re a t h a rd sh ip  
w ith  a  ce rta in  class o f o u r  m o st re sp ec ted  C om panions, a n d  as to th em  
e sp ecia lly  W ould m ak e  th e  re so lu tio n  o f th e  G ran d  L odge, one  v io la -
tiv e  o f  th e ir  sacred  an d  v e sted  r ig h ts ;  I  m e a n th o  life m em b e rs  o f o u r  
C hap ters, w ho hav e  p a id  u p  th e ir  d u es f o r a  c erta in  n u m b e r  o f  y ears; 
o r  w h o  h av e  ad v an ced  a la rg e  su m  on acco u n t o f dues, a n d  for th ese  
reaso n s h av e  b een  e x e m p t fro m  a n y  fu r th e r  tax a tio n  ; an d  hav e  th u s  
b eco m e  e n ti t le d  to all th e  p riv ile g e s  of m em b ersh ip  in th e ir  C h ap te rs  
d u r in g  th e ir  n a tu ra l  lives. ’
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B u t i t  has been  ob jected  to  m y  decision , th a t  S ection  31, o f  o u r  ow n 
G ran d  C o nstitu tion  p ro v id es th a t,

“ S h o u ld  a  C om panion  R oyal A rc h  M ason, be su sp en d ed  o r e x -
p e lled , o r s tr ic k e n  fro m  th e  ro ll o f m em b e rsh ip  b y  h is  lodge, as soon 
as a u th e n tic  k n o w led g e  o f th e  fact be  rece ived  by  th e  C hap ter, h is  
n am e  sh a ll be s tr ic k e n  from  th e  ro ll  o f  h is  C h ap te r.”

I  do n o t th in k  th a t  th is  A rtic le  o v e rrid e s  th e  h ig h e r  law  a lread y  
a llu d e d  to , o r in  a n y  m a n n e r  con tro ls i t ; b u t  i t  is u n n ecessa ry  to go 
fu r th e r  in to  th e  q u estio n , because  a t  th e  tim e  o f th e  ad o p tio n  o f o u r 
G ran d C onstitu tio n , th e re so lu tio n of th e G ran d L odge in q u estio n
d id  n o t e x is t, an d  th e  n am e  o f a  M aste r M ason, th e n , co u ld  n o t be 
s tr ic k e n  fro m  th e  ro ll o f  h is  L odge, u n ti l  h e  h ad  been  re g u la r ly  
an d  fo rm a lly  tr ie d an d  conv ic ted . T h is  considera tion  th ere fo re  led  
to th e  fo llow ing  d e c is io n :

3d .—A ll re fe rences in  th e  law s o r co n stitu tio n  o f th e G ran d  
C hap ter, to th e  law s o r  re g u la tio n s  o f th e  G ran d  L odge, a llu d e  to 
su ch  la t te r  law s a n d  re g u la tio n s  as w ere  in  ex is ten ce  a t th e  t im e  of 
th e  ad o p tio n  o f th e  co n stitu tio n  o f th e  G ran d  C hap te r, a n d  i ts  m e m -
bers as R oyal A rch  M asons, c an n o t be  b o u n d  b y  ed ic ts a n d  re so lu -
tio n s  o f th e  G ran d  L odge, m ade  su b seq u e n t to th e  ad o p tio n  o f o u r  
co n stitu tio n , u n less  tho sam e be re g u la r ly  ad o p ted  b y  th e  G ran d  
C hapter.

4th .—A  P a s t  H ig h  P r ie s t  w as s tr ic k e n  fro m  th e  ro ll  o f  h is 
C h ap te r, som e y e a rs  since, for n o n -p a y m e n t o f d u es to  h is  C h ap te r; 
a t  a  co m p ara tiv e ly  la te da te , a  re so lu tio n  w as passed re m ittin g  his 
d u e s ; I hold th a t h is m em b e rsh ip in th e C h ap te r w as forfeited b y the
re so lu tio n s tr ik in g h im fro m th e ro ll, a n d co u ld o n ly be re s to red
upo n his re g u la r p e titio n for affilia tion ; a n d th a t s ince th e rem ission
o f h is d n es ho h ad  becom e v ested  w ith  a lt th e  r ig h ts  o f  a n  n n affilia ted  
R oyal A rch  M ason.

F ro m  th is  ad d ress  wo le a rn  w ith  u n fe ig n ed  re g re t  th a t  th e re  w as no 
re p o rt  on  correspondence., Com p. H o rn e r  w as ex p ec ted  to p rep a re  
it, b u t  th e  p re ssu re  u p o n  h is  t im e  p re v en ted .

N o. of C h a p te rs ................................................................................................... 28
N o. o f M e m b e rs ..................................................................................................1,618
No. E x a lte d ........................................................................................................... 96

Com p. S am u el J .  P o w ell w as elected  M. E x . G. H . P . ,  a n d  Com p. 
J .  C. B atchelo r, G. S. . ,

M A IN E .

T he fiftie th  A n n u a l C onvocation  o f  th is  G ra n d  C h ap te r w as h e ld  on  
th e  4th o f M ay, 1875, Com p. H orace  H . B u rb a n k , M. E x . G. H . P r ie s t ,  
p re s id in g , w ho  in  h is  ad d ress  say s :

Tho in cen se  o f g ra te fu l h e a rts  b e s t becom eth  o u r  a lta r , in a sm u c h  as 
w e a re  acco rded  a n o th e r  re -u n io n  in  A n n u a l C onvocation . W e are  
p a ss in g  a n o th e r  m ile -s to n e  in  life’s jo u rn e y . A s w e pau se  to re ad  th e  
reco rd  o f th e  past, th e re  c row d u p o n  u s  q u e s tio n s  v ita l  to  o u r  O rder, 
a n d  irrep re ss ib le .

H o w  s tan d s th a t  re co rd ?  H av e  w e g lean ed  a n y  w holesom e lessons 
from  o u t o u r  ex p erien ce  ? H av e  w e sca tte red  a n y  good seed  in  o u r
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field  o f  lab o r, o r b y  th e  w ayside , th a t  o th e rs  m ig h t g lean  ? H ave  w e 
s tre tc h ed  fo rth  th e  h e lp in g  h a n d  to th e  d is tre ssed  ? “  H a s t thou, c o n -
s id e red  th e  cause  o f  th e  poo r ?”  H av e  w e b e tte re d  o u rse lf, o u r  n e ig h -
b o r, o r  ra c e ?  V a in  o u r  cerem on ia l, b a r re n o u r convocations, i f  o u r  
b e tte r  n a tu re s  be  n o t developed  by  o u r  ten e ts . M ere  o rg an iza tio n  is 
h u s k ,  s h e l l ; o rg an ized  p rin c ip le  is th e  k e rn e l, th e  m eat. Be m in e  
th e  su g g e s tio n ; be y o u rs  a n d  m in e  th e  ap p lica tio n .

T h e w o rk o f th e G ran d C h ap te r w as e n tire ly of local in te res t.
Com p. .Tosiah H . D ru m m o n d  once m ore  com es to th e  f ro n t as r e -

p o rte r , a n d  w ith  h is  in d u s try ,  so u n d  ju d g m e n t, a n d  ex te n s iv e  
M asonic in fo rm a tio n , wo m ay  hope  fo r in s tru c tio n  in  th e  fu tu re  as 
w e hav e  h a d  i t  in  th e  p a s t fro m  h is  p en . W e have  a n o tice  o f A la -
b a m a  a m o n g  th e  p ro ceed in g s rev iew ed .

W e g ive  h is  v iew s on  d ues.

T he p a y m e n t o f d u es is  n o t  so m u ch  o f an  in n o v a tio n , as is  th e  
p e n a lty  o f loss o f M asonic r ig h ts  in  co n sequence  o f  non-affilia tion . 
T he g re a t d an g er is th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  th e  p e c u n ia ry  quid  p ro  quo 
sy s tem , w h ich  th re a te n s  to  in tro d u c e  th e  sy s te m  of “  benefits an d  
d u e s ,” a n d th u s u t te r ly d e s tro y F re e m a so n ry .

A s w e n e v e r  rece iv e  th e  p ro ceed in g s o f th e  G ra n d  C h ap te r o f Scot-
lan d , w e copy  th e  re p o rt o f  Com p. D ru m m o n d  on th is su b je c t en tire , 
b e lie v in g  th a t  o u r  com p an io n s w ill be  p leased  w ith  in fo rm a tio n  from  
th is  q u a rte r .

SC O TLA N D .

W e hav e  been  fav o red  w ith  “ T he R e p o r te r” o f th e  G ran d  C hap ter 
o f  Sco tland  for th e  y e a r  e n d in g  M arch , 1875. T h e  C h ap te rs  on  i ts  ro ll 
n u m b e r  u p  to  159, a n d  th e  M a rk  L odgqs to  29: b u t  29 C hap ters and  
llijL o d g es a re  c lassed  as “ d o rm a n t” o r as h a v in g  s u r re n d e re d  th e ir  
c h a r te rs  ; a n d  seven  m ore  C hap ters have  n o t m ade  re tu rn s  for se v e ra l 
y ea rs , a n d  a re  c lassed  a s “  In c ap a b le  of b e in g  re p re se n ted  a n d  liab le  
to be  e rased  from  th e  R o l l ;” 27 m ak e  no r e tu rn s  th is  y e a r ;  th ey  
are  sca tte re d  a ll o v e r th e w orld , th e re  b e in g  C h ap ters in  N ew  B ru n s -
w ick  (6), N ova Scotia  (2), P r in c e  E d w a rd ’s Is la n d  (1), Jam aica , B ar- 
badoes, H in d o stan , In d ia , P e ru , T u rk e y , A u s tra lia , S o u th  Africa, 
N ew  Z ealand , T r in id ad , C hina, B ritish  C olum bia , N ew  S o u th  W ales, 
D em era ra , <fec.

T he officers o f C hap ters a re  F ir s t ,  Second an d  T h ird  P rin c ip a ls , a n d  
as m a n y  “ P ro x y  P rin c ip a ls ,” w ho  so m etim es a re  th e  sam e p e rso n s as
th e  reg u la r  P r in c ip a ls : d u r in g  th e  y e a r  tw o c h a rte rs  w ere  re s to red  
a n d  sev en  new  ones g ra n te d , o f w h ich  one  w as a t Cape o f  Good H ope, 
one  a t B om bay , tw o  in  N ew  Z ealand , one in  H y d e ra b a d  (In d ia ) , a n d  
th e  o th e r  tw o  In  S c o tla n d : th e  d u es rece iv ed  w ere  ab o u t £430.

T h e G ran d C h ap te r m et sev e ra l t im e s d u r in g th e y e a r : th e b u siness
tran sac te d w as ch iefly of, a ro u tin e characte r. R ep resen ta tiv es hav e
been e x ch an g ed w ith th e G ra n d C hap ters of C anada, S o u th C arolina,
N ew  Je rse y , T ennessee  a n d  P e n n sy lv a n ia .

T he su b je c t o f  n o n -p a y m e n t o f  d u es cam e befo re  th e  G ran d  C hap-
te r . B y -L aw s o f  C h ap ters in  In d ia  cam e before it for ap p ro v a l, w h ich  
co n ta in ed  p ro v is io n s a p p a re n tly  su sp en d in g , b y  th e ir  ow n o p e ra tio n ,
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m em b e rs  th re e  m o n th s  in  a rrea rs . T he m a tte r  caused  considerab le  
co rresp o n d en ce  an d  d iscussion , and fin a lly  th e  fo llow ing  w as a d o p te d :

“ I n  re p o rtin g  th e  m a tte r  to  th e  S u p rem e  C hap ter for decision , th e  
co m m ittee  w ere  u n a n im o u s ly  o f o p in io n  th a t som e p rin c ip les  sh o u ld  
be  la id  dow n w hich  w o u ld  g u id e  C olonial C hap ters in  fu tu re  in  f ram -
in g  th e ir  B y-L aw s. T he co m m ittee  w ere  also o f  th e  op in io n  th a t  th e  
u tm o s t la titu d e , c o n sis ten t w ith th e c o n stitu tio n s o f th e O rder, shou ld
b e  g iv en  to  C olonial C hap ters in  f ram in g  by -law s for th e ir ow n  in te r -
n a l a rra n g e m e n t. K eep in g th is  in  v iew , th e  co m m ittee  re co m m en d  
th e  S u p rem e  C h ap te r to d e c la re : (1.) T h a t C hap ters h o ld in g  of th e  
S u p rem e  C h ap ter a re  e n title d to ex ac t a n n u a l d u es from  th e ir  m e m -
bers . (2.) T h a t m em b e rs  in  a r re a r  m ay  be e x c lu d ed  from  th e  C h ap ter 
w h ile  in  a r re a r  o f  su ch  d ues, an d  th a t  C h ap ters m ay , i f  ad v ised , com -
m u n ica te  th e  n am es o f m em b e rs  so ex c lu d ed  to s is te r  C hap ters, an d  
th a t  those, i f  th e y  please, m a y  also ex c lu d e  m em b e rs  o f o th e r  C hap ters 
in  a rre a r . (3.) T h a t m em b e rs  in  a r re a r  p a y in g  to  th e  C h ap ter th e  
w hole  a m o u n t o f a rre a rs  due  b y  th em  a re  e n title d  to be  re s io red  to  a ll 
th e  p riv ile g es  o f th e  C hap ter w ith o u t b e in g  re q u ire d  to  pass th e  b a l-
lo t ,  a n d  (4.) T h a t i f  m em b e rs  in  a r re a r  a p p ly  to  be re p o n ed  o n  a n y  
te rm s  o th e r  th a n  fu ll p a y m e n t o f  a rre a rs , th e  C h ap te r sh a ll hav e  
p o w er to  decide  w h e th e r  a n d  u p o n  w h a t te rm s  th e y  sh a ll b e  resto red . 
Tim  co m m ittee  w ere  o f op in io n  th a t  such  a  d e liv e ran ce  w ou ld m ee t 
a ll th e  n ecessities o f th e  c aso ; an d th a t  th e  S u p rem e  C hap ter w o u ld  
n o t go fa rth e r , w ith o u t n o t o n ly a lte rin g th e c o n stitu tio n , b u t also
ru n n in g th e r is k of c rea tin g g re a t confusion am o n g th e C hap ters. I t
m u s t  be  k e p t  in  v iew  th a t, w h ile  th e  ex ac tio n  ol a n n u a l d u e s  is 
san c tioned , it is n o t im p e ra tiv e , an d  th a t  m a n y  C h ap te rs do n o t ava il 
th em se lv es  o f ttie  p o w er to lev y  th em . I t  is  p la in , th ere fo re , th a t  a  
g en e ra l ru le  can n o t be  la id  dow n w h ich  w o u ld  b in d  C hap te rs ex ac t-
in g  d u es a n d  th o se  w h ich  do n o t ;  an d , as th e  c o n s titu tio n s  s tan d , no  
one can  be  d e p riv e d  o f  h is  p riv ileg es  as a  R oyal A rc h  M ason, u n les s  
h e  be  su sp en d ed  o r  e x p e lled  for a n  offense, a f te r  d u e  tr ia l  a n d  con -
v ic tio n .”

S ir M ichael R . S haw  S tew art is F i r s t  G ran d  P r in c ip a l, a n d  L in d say  
M ack ersy , 3 N o rth  St. D av id  S tree t, G ra n d  S ecretary .

C om p. H e n ry L . P a in e w as elected M. E x . G. H . P ., a n d Com p I r a
B e rry , re -e lec ted  G ra n d  S ec re ta ry .

N u m b e r  o f C h ap te rs .................................................    38
“ M e m b ers ..................................................    3,922
“  E x a l t e d ................................................     294

M A R Y L A N D .

On th e  9th o f N o v em b er, 1874, M . E x . G. I I .  P r ie s t , Ja m e s  W . 
B ow ers, opened  th e  G ran d  C hap ter.
■ R oyal A rch  M aso n ry  seem s to  be  h a rm o n io u s  in  th is  ju r is d ic tio n , 

an d  w e ag ree w ith  th e  M. E x . G. H . P . in  th e  ru le  o f action  la id  dow n 
in  th e  fo llow ing  e x tra c ts  :

I  am  n o t an  advocate  o f a  m u ltip lic ity  o f law s, h a v in g  en d eavored , 
d u r in g  m y  M asonic life, to  red u ce  th e  law s g o v e rn in g  m y  in te rco u rse  
w ith  m y  b re th re n  an d  com p an io n s td  a  v e ry  s im p le  code, “  w h a te v e r 
is r ig h f a n d  j u s t  is M asonic-— w h a tev e r is  w ro n g  an d  u n ju s t  is  u n -
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m aso n ic .” A p p ly in g  th is  code to m y  actions for a  fo u rth  o f a  c en tu ry , 
I  hav e  av o ided  an  u n p lea sa n t d ifficu lty  w ith  b re th re n  o r com pan ions, 
c la im in g  from  th em  th a t  C h a rity  to w ard s m y  fa ilings, th a t I  a m  w il l-
in g  to  g ra n t  to th e irs , if  u n fo r tu n a te ly  th e y  hav e  an y , an d  in  acco rd -
ance  w h h  these  v iew s I  hav e  no  leg is la tio n  to  suggest.

N u m b e r  o f C h a p te rs ......................................................................    13

Com p. E m m o n s  m ad e  th e  re p o rt  on  co rresp o n d en ce , re v ie w in g  th e  
p ro ceed ings o f th ir ty - fo u r G ran d C hapters, in c lu d in g those from
A lab am a  fo r 1873. H e  d iffers w ith  u s  in  o u r  v iew s o f th e  e x te n t  to 
w hich  su sp en s io n  b y  th e  L odge sh o u ld  o p e rate  on  C h ap te r m e m b e r-
sh ip , an d  th in k s  th a t  th e  ipso facto  co m p an io n  ceases to  be a  m em b e r 
o f h is  C hap ter, y e t  re s to ra tio n  b y th e  L odge re sto res  to m em b ersh ip . 
W e a re  g lad  th a t  th is  q u estio n  is a g ita tin g  th e m in d s  o f th e  Com pan-
ions, fo r i t  sh o u ld  be  fin a lly  se ttled , and , to  reach  th o  r ig h t  p o sition , 
ag ita tio n is n ecessary . B u t w e are g lad to find h im in fu ll accord
w ith  u s  o n  th e  su b jec t o f  su sp en s io n  for n o n -p a y m e n t o f dues.

W e do n o t be lieve  in  e ith e r  susp en sio n  o r  ex p u ls io n  for n o n -p a y -
m e n t o f d ues, i f  th e  d e lin q u e n t is u n a b le  to p a y  th em , for b o th  p en a l-
ties in v o lv e  M asonic cen su re . W e  do n o t  be liev e  th e  p a y m e n t o f 
d u es  s tr ic tly  r ig h t, b u t  since  th e ir  p a y m e n t seem s a n  u n av o id ab le  
n ecessity , w e m u s t tak e  th e  b u ll  b y  th e  h o rn s , an d  re m it d u es w h e re  
m em b e rs  a re  u n a b le  to  p a y  th em , a n d  su sp en d  o r  e x p e l, a f te r  tr ia l, 
w h e re  th e  m em b e rs  a re  ab le  b u t  re fu se  o r p e rs is te n tly  neg lec t 
to  do  so.

T he u su a l q u a r te r ly  convocation  w as he ld , a n d  a  special convoca-
tion . A t these, necessa rily , b u t  lit t le  b u s in e ss  app ea red . T he a n n u a l 
convocation  w as h e ld  on  30th o f  D ecem ber, 1874, M . E x . Com p.
A lfred  F . C hapm an , M . E x . G. H . P ., p re s id in g . I n 'h is  ad d ress , th e  
M. E x . s ta te s  th a t  in  th a t  S ta te  one in  tw o  a n d  th re e -fo u rth s  o f  th e  
M aste r M asons o f th e  S ta te  becom e K oyal A rc h  M asons, w h ile  in  th is  

j u risd ic tio n  th e  ra tio  is as one in  n e a r ly  s ix  M aster M asons.
On th e  reco m m en d a tio n  o f th e  M. E x . G. H . P ., th is  G ran d  C h ap ter 

ad o p ted  th e  re p re se n ta tiv e  sy s tem , a n d  sev e ra l com pan ions th e re u p o n  
p re sen te d  th e i r  c red e n tia ls  a n d  w e re  d u ly  received .

Com p. J o h n  W . D adm an  w as e lected  M. E x . G. H . P ., a n d  Com p. 
Z ep h  H . T hom as J r . ,  G. S.

N u m b e r  C h ap te rs  c h a r te re d ......................................................................... ! 64

Com p. D ad m an  m ad e  th e  r e p o r t  on  C orrespondence, re v iew in g  
th e p ro ceed ings o f  th ir ty - tw o  G ran d C hapters, am o n g  w h ich  a re  those
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o f  A labam a. T lio re p o rt is good an d  len g th y  a n d  we re g re t  th a t  we 
sh a ll lose Com p. D ad m an  from  th e  corps. I l i s  sp h e re  o f usefu lness, 
w e p re su m e  h e th in k s , is en la rg ed , an d  w e hope  he  m a y  find it 
p leasan t.

M IN N E SO T A .

T h is G ran d R o y a l A rch  C h ap te r convened  011 25th o f Ju n e , 1874. 
w ith  M . E x . J a m e s N . C astle, G. I I . P .. in  th e  E ast.

W e th in k th e G ra n d H ig h P r ie s t w as r ig h t w h en he e n u n c ia ted
th e fo llow ing r u l in g :

I s i t  n ecessa ry  to p re fe r  ch a rg es  re g u la r ly  ag a in st d e lin q u e n ts  for 
n o n -p a y m e n t o f d u es before  th e y  can  be s tr ic k e n  from  th e ro lls  o r 
su sp en d ed ?

I t  is  !i S u spension o r d e n y in g  a  m em b e r th e  p riv ile g e  o f th e  o rd e r, 
is  in  th e  n a tu re  o f  a  p en a lty ”for u n in aso n ic  co nduct, a n d  sh o u ld  n e v e r 
be  in flic ted  save  a fte r  d u e  n o tice  to  th e  o ffend ing  p a rty , a n d  e v e ry
o p p o rtu n ity  g iv en  for a  fa ir a n d  im p a rtia l  h e a rin g . A n y  course look-
ing to the ignoring  o f  th is w ould be m a n ifest injustice a n d  subversion o f  
the highest p rin c ip le s  o f  o ur order.

W e have  ita lic ised  a  p o rtio n  th a t m ay  be  d e n o m in a ted  a M asonic 
ax io m , a n d it is because w e so th in k th a t w e hav e e v e r b een av erse to
su sp en s io n  in  a  C h ap te r fo llow ing  u p o n  su sp en s io n  in  L odge for 
n o n -p a y m e n t o f  d ues, w h e re  110 t r ia l  is  had.

W e  qu o te  a lso , ap p ro v in g ly , a n o th e r  p o rtio n  o f h is  a d d re ss :

T h ere  is  a  g ro w in g  ten d e n cy  in  th e  M asonic  w o rld  to cap tio u s 
c ritic ism  a n d  u n p ro fitab le  d isp u ta tio n . T h is sh o u ld n e v e r  be  
to le ra ted . Too m u ch  law  is a  ban e  to a n y  soc iety  — an  a b so lu te  cu rse  
to  an  in s titu tio n  su ch  as o u rs. W ran g lin g  o v er q u e stio n s o f a m ere ly  
tech n ica l ch arac te r, besides be ing  y h o l ly  u n p ro fitab le , is n ece ssa rily  
su b v e rs iv e  o f  th a t  h a rm o n y  th a t sh o u ld  e v e r re ig n  in  o u r  councils, 
a n d  w ith o u t w h ich  o u r  in s titu tio n , an c ien t, m em o rab le , a n d ben efi-
c en t as i t  is, w ill in  th e  e n d  re s u lt  in  a n  in g lo rio u s  fa ilu re . Save 
w hen  th e  sam e m ay  in v o lv e  som e q u es tio n  o f im m e m o ria l custom , 
th a t  h ad  its  o rig in  in  th e  an c ien t p ractices a n d  usages o f th e  O rder, 
th e re  is  b u t  lit t le  in  c ap itu la r  o r  sy m b o lic  M asonry  th a t calls for th e  
ap p lica tio n  o f tech n ica l ru le s  o r su b tle  d is tin c tio n s . I n  th e  o rd in a ry  
d u tie s  o f M asonic bodies, few q u estio n s  a rise  th a t  can n o t re a d ily  be 
d e te rm in e d  b y  a  care fu l e x am in a tio n  o f  th e  C o n stitu tio n s, B y-L aw s, 
an d  d ec is io n s 'o f o u r ow n j  u risd ic tio n . T h e  p rac tice  o f p e rm ittin g th e  
ap p lic a tio n  o f tech n ica l ru le s  to th e  ex c lu s io n of su b s ta n tia l ju s tic e
can n o t be too s tro n g ly  co n dem ned . I t  has  no  p a r t  01 lo t in  th e  in s t i -
tu tio n  o f F re e m a so n ry . O ne o f th e  m ost e m in e n t ju r is ts  o f th e  
w o rld  h as reco rd ed  th a t  a  d isp u ted  q u es tio n d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  a p p li-
cation  o f  com m on  sense  a n d  th e  o bv ious teach in g s o f e q u ity  a n d  good 
conscience  w o u ld  be fo u n d  to conform  to  th e  w ell e s tab lish e d  p r in c i-
p les o f law .

T he G ran d  C hap ter, how ever, d id  n o t app ro v e  th e  ru l in g  o f th e  G. 
H . P ., q u o ted  above.
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Com p. P ie rs o n  m ad e  th e  re p o rt  on  co rresp o n d en ce , an d  from  it  wo 
m a k e  th e  fo llow ing  e x tra c t  w h ic h  e x p la in s  itself. I t  is  from  h is r e -
v iew  o f C om p. L ew is’ re p o rt  from  C onnecticu t. W e k n o w  B ro . D ove, 
a n d  no  p u re r  C h ris tian , m o re  d ev o ted  M ason, o r in te llig e n t g e n tle -
m an  lives. H is  n am e  is fam ilia r to m o st o f th e  C om pan ions o f th is  
ju r is d ic tio n .

B ro. D rye is o f th e  old  school, b o th  as a M ason a n d  a g e n tle m a n  ; 
i t  is h a rd ly  good taste  to c ritic ise  a n y  o f h is  w rit in g s  as “ im b ec ile  a t -
tem p ts  a t  sco ld in g ,” o r to  e x p re ss  even  th e  “ re lu c ta n t b e lie f” th a t 
h is  d a y  o f  “ use fu ln ess  is n e a r ly  p a s t,” o r “ th a t  th e  G ran d  C ouncil 
d id  w ise ly  in leav in g  h im  o tf th e  C om m ittee  for th e  e n su in g  y e a r .”

M aso n ry  has seen  b u t few m en  lik e  B ro. D ove ; i f  th e re  w ere  m ore  
o f  th em , th e re  w o u ld  be m ore  practice  a n d  less th eo ry , m o re  re a lity  
a n d  le s s  p reach in g .

T h e  m easu re  o f Bro. D ove 's fam e is fu ll, an d  he o n ly  w rite s  re p o rts  
to fill up  a  gap  — w hen  n o  one else can  be  fo u n d  to  do it.

W e a re  so rry  to see w h a t w e th in k  a  b lo t u p o n  o u r  b ro th e r ’s, e x c e l-
le n t rep o rt, and  wo believe  lie w ill, on  th e  “  second so b er th o u g h t,” 
th in k  as w e do.

J le ith e r  o u r  la te  Com p. S tow e n o r  Com p. L ockw ood  w o u ld  have  
u sed  th e  te rm  “ q u e ru lo u s  o ld  g e n tle m a n ,” w ith  re fe ren ce  to  B ro. 
D oye. W e no tice  th is  m a tte r  w ith  th e  m o re  feeling , becau se  o f th e  
g ro w in g  p revalence  o f th e  id ea  th a t  e x p erien ce  a n d  age m u s t g iv e  
w ay  to  th e  in fo rm a tio n  acq u ired  from  p rin te d  r i tu a ls  a n d  th e  a m b i-
tio n  o f y o u th . B u t  enough .

Com p. P ie rso n  d iffers w ith  th e  G. I I . P . o f Iow a, w h o se v iew s w e 
th in k  so u n d , in  h is  d ec la ra tio n  th a t  C h ap te r ju r is d ic t io n  “  follow s a 
re jec ted  b ro th e r  w h e rev e r ho m ay  go .”

W e ra th e r  l ik e  th is  :

M aso n ry  is n o t on  th e  w an e  ; th ere  a re  a m p ly  suffic ien t n u m b e rs  
k n o c k in g  a t  th e  d o o r s ; i t  n eed s no  a rg u m e n ts  th a t  i t  is th is  o r  th a t  
to in d u ce p e titio n e rs ; i t w an ts no b o ls te rin g u p b y th e p ro c lam atio n
th a t th is o r th a t g re a t m an w as o r is a M ason ; n o r does it a sk a n y
m an  to  apologise  to th e  w o rld  for b e in g  a  m em b er, b y  p re ac h in g  i t ’s 
th is a n d i t ’s th a t, to sa tis fy its opponen ts .

.lu s t before c lo sing  o u r  re p o rt th e p ro ceed in g s o f th e  convoca tion  o f 
th e  G ra n d  C h ap te r o f M in n eso ta  for 1875 cam e to h an d , an d  from  th e  
ad d ress  o f M. E x . G. 1L P . S. I t . M errill, w e  copy  th e  fo llow ing  d eci-
s io n s w ith th e re p o rt o f th e C om m ittee on J u r is p ru d e n c e th ereo n ,
w h ich  w as ad o p ted .

F irs t .—Is  th e  s ta n d in g  o f a C om pan ion  affected  b y  reaso n o f h is 
h a v in g  been  s tr ic k e n  from  th e  ro l l o f h is  L odge  fo r n o n -p a y m e n t o f 
d u e s?  a n d  a re  th e re  a n y  decisions re la tiv e  th e re to  ?

A n sw er .—T he decision  o f  th e  G. G. I I .  P ., ag reed  to  b y  G. G. 
C h ap te r, 1874, is  as fo llo w s: “  T he effect o f  th e  su s p e n s io n  o f a m e m -
b e r  o f a  C hap ter b y  h is  L odge for n o n -p a y m e n t o f  d u es , m u s t bo d e -
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te rm in e d  b y  th e  law s o f h is  G ran d  L odge. I f  th e  su sp en s io n  is  from  
m e m b e rsh ip  o n ly , h is  s ta n d in g  in  th e  C h ap te r is n o t aft'eeted in  th e  
absence  o f re g u la tio n s  b y  h is G ran d  C h a p te r .'’

Second.—I n  case o f absence  o f H ig h  P r ie s t , w o u ld  y o u  g ra n t a D is-
p en sa tio n  to e lec t a n o th e r ?

A n sw er.—No. T he K in g of th e C hap ter succeeds to h is place.
T h ird .—Is it law fu l for a C hap ter to su sp en d a m em b e r for n o n -p a y -

m e n t o f d u es w ith o u t d u e tria l ?
A n sw er.—See. 3, T itle  4, u n ifo rm  code o f B y -L aw s, r e a d s : A n y  

m em b e r in  a rre a rs fo r d u es m ore  th a n  one y e a r  sh a ll be  su b je c t to  
h a v in g  h is n am e  erased  from  th e  ro ll o f th e  C hap ter. A n d  Sec. 1, 
T itle  7 . I f  a n y  co m pan ion  sh a ll b e  g u i l ty  o f a  M asonic m isd e -
m e a n o r— ex cep t for n o n -p a y m e n t o f d u es — th e  C h ap te r m a y  cause 
ch arg es ro be  p re fe rred , etc. U n d e r  th is  law , th e n , a  C h ap te r m ay  
e rase  from  its  ro ll a n y  su ch  d e lin q u e n t m em b ers  w ith o u t tr ia l .

F o urth .—Is th is  in  accordance w ith  M asonic law  a n d  th e  la n d m a rk s  
o f M aso n ry  ?

A n sw er.— In. a n sw e rin g  th is  le a d in g  q u es tio n  I  can  o n ly  g ive  a  p e r -
sona l op in io n , w h ich  is  in  th e  negative . T he p e n a lty  a tta ch ed  to  n o n -
p a y m e n t o f d u es m ak es i t  a  m isd em ean o r. I  do n o t see th e  ju s tic e  
o f  a llo w in g  to  o th e r  M asoni'c offenses fu ll  a n d  im p a r tia l  t r ia l ,  a n d  
m ak e  a n  excep tio n  o f th is . M aso n ry  is v e ry  m u c h  o ld e r  th an  th is  
m o d e rn  sy s tem  of p ay  dues o r lose m em b ersh ip . I  am  of th e  op in ion  
th a t  o u r C h ap te rs sh o u ld  be re q u ire d  to  re g u la r ly  a n d  M ason ically  in -
v estig a te th e ease of su ch d e lin q u e n t m e m b e r a n d a sc e rta in i f th e
n o n -p a y m e n t be a  M asonic  offense.

To these th e  C o m m ittee  s a y :

1st. R e la tiv e to th e decisions re fe rred .
A s a n  an sw e r to  th e  q u estio n  p roposed  to  th e  G ran d H ig h  P r ie s t  

re p o rte d  as he  quo tes, “ th e  decision  o f th e  G. G. H . P ., ag reed  to b y  
th e  G. G. C hap ter in  1874,”  w h ich  w e su b m it is not an  answ er to the 
question.

E v id e n tly  th e 'G ra n d  H ig h  P r ie s t  reg a rd s  str ik in g  fr o m  the ro ll  an d  
suspension  as sy n o n y m o u s a n d  co n v ertib le  te rm s . Y o u r  co m m ittee  
a re  o f th e  op in io n  th a t  v e ry  m u ch  o f th e  fog en v e lo p in g  th e  p e n a lty  
for n o n -p a y m e n t o f d u es is" a ttr ib u ta b le  to  th is  ra th e r  th a n  com m on  
error.

S tr ik in g  fr o m  the ro ll  d ep riv e s  th e  p a r ty  o f c e rta in  p riv ile g es  a t-
ten d in g  m em b e rsh ip  in  a  p a r tic u la r  C hap ter, b u t  does n o t  d ep riv e  
h im  of h is  p riv ileg es  as a  R o y a l A rch  M ason.

Suspension, on  th e  co n tra ry , th ro w s h im  — d u r in g  its  c o n tin u a n ce — 
e n tire ly  o u tsid e  th e  pale  o f M a so n ry ; for th e  tim e  b e in g  M asonic 
death . I n  th is  ju risd ic tio n  jn em b e rsh ip  in  a  C hap te r is  n o t d e p e n d -
e n t upon  m em b e rsh ip  in  a  B lue Lodge, a n d  hence , in  th e  o p in io n  of 
y o u r  co m m ittee , th e  s ta n d in g  o f  a  R oyal A rc h  M ason  is  not affected 
b y  reason  o f h is h a v in g been  s tr ic k e n  fro m th e ro ll o f  h is  Lodge.-

2d. T he an sw er o f th e  G. I I .  P . to a  sup p o sab le  case, m ee ts th e  
ap p ro b a tio n  o f  y o u r  co m m ittee .

3d. Y o u r  co m m ittee  co n cu r in  th e  conclusion  o f th e  G. H . P . as 
b e in g  in  accord  w ith  th e  law s in  th is  ju r is d ic t io n ; b u t  th e  d ecisio n  is
not an answer to the question reported by him.

“ E rase from th e r o l l ” is n o t “ su sp en s io n .” T he q u o ta tio n s from
th e  “  U n ifo rm  Code o f  B y -L a w s” a re  n o t ap p licab le  to th e  qu estio n  
su b m itte d . Y o u r co m m ittee  a re  o f th e  o p in io n  th a t it is  no t “  law fu l
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for a  C hap ter to  suspend  a  m an  for n o n -p a y m e n t o f d u es w ith o u t due  
tr ia l ,” o r for a n y  o th e r cause.

H e  th in k s  o n ly  “ y o u n g  A m e ric a ”  u n d e rv a lu e s  th e  re p o rt  o f co m -
m itte e s  o n  C orrespondence. Com p. Silas K. M e rrill  w as e lected  M. 
E x .  G. H . P ., a n d  Com p. E . D. B . P o r te r ,  G. S.

N u m b e r  o f C h a p te rs ......................................................................    30
“  M e m b e rs ........................................................................................ 1,471
“  E x a l te d ..........................................................................................  201

T he re p o rt o f th e C om m ittee on C orrespondence for 1875 is b y C om p.
P ie rso n , a n d  w e a re  tem p ted  to  m a k e  a  few  e x tra c ts  fro m  it, e v en  
th o u g h  o u r  successor m ay  th e re b y  be fo resta lled so m ew h at. U n d e r  
A lab am a, Com p. P ie rso n  h a ils  the  o m en  of a  b r ig h te r  d a y  to those  o f 
u s  w ho  hav e  so long  d w e lt in  a  so r t  o f b u sin e ss  tw ilig h t. M aso n ry  
h as fe lt th e  d ep ress io n  as w ell as a ll  o th e r  in s titu tio n s  have, a n d  w e  
h a il these  om ens w ith  p e rh ap s  p ro fo u n d er hopes th a n  those  w ho have 
a t  a ll  tim es  been  ab le  to gaze u p o n  th e  fu ll  s u n lig h t o f p ro sp e rity .

On second th o u g h t, w e w ill re fra in  from  co m m en t on  th e  “  w h ite  
m e n ,” a n d  u n ite  w ith h im  in  re jo ic in g  th a t  “  th e  g lo o m y  p a s t is  gone 
— f o r e v e r t h e  “  d aw n  o f a  b r ig h te r  day  ” is now  to  be seen  all o v e r 
o u r  com m on c o u n try ;  an d  e v e ry succeed ing  d a y  is d ev e lo p in g  th a t
th e  lo n g  v a u n te d  c ry  th a t M aso n ry k n o w s no  E as t, no  W est, 110 
N o rth , no  S ou th , no  n a tio n a lity , 110 race, no  sec ta rian ism , 110 po litics, 
is  n o  e m p ty  boast, b u t  a  d em o n s trab le  fact. L a u s  Deo.

T he fo llow ing q u o ta tio n  is so v iv id  a  p ic tu re  o f  th e  ch arac te ris tics  o f 
m a h y  M asons to  be  fo u n d  in  e v e ry  ju r is d ic tio n  (and  w e feel a sh am ed  
w h ile w e confess it, y e t t r u th c la im s o u r a lleg iance ,) th a t w e can n o t
re fra in  from  co p y in g  it.

D ues g rew  o u t o f  th e  n ecessity  to p ro v id e  for th e  ex p en ses a tte n d in g  
th e  m ee tin g s o f a  Lodge, in  cases w h ere  th e  fees for in itia tio n  w ere  in -
suffic ien t to m ee t th e m  a n d  o th e r  ex p en ses  in c id e n t to th e  o rg a n iz a -
tion .

W e do n o t advocate  non-affilia tion . B u t w e c la im  th a t  one  m ay  no t 
“  be a  d ro n e  in  th e  h iv e ,” a n d  y e t  n o t a  m em b e r o f a  p a r tic u la r  Lodge. 
W e k n o w  M asons w ho n e v e r  le t a  re q u es t for assistance  go u n h eed ed  ; 
w ho  v is it  th e  sick , w atch  o ver a n d  care  for th e  w idow  a n d  th e  o rp h an , 
a n d  a re  ev er p ro m p t in  a tten d an ce  u p o n  th e  re m a in s o f a  deceased
b ro th e r  to h is  long  h o m e ; fa ith fu l in  a ll M asonic d u tie s  b u t  th a t  o f 
b e lo n g in g  to a  p a r tic u la r  Lodge. A gain , w e k n o w  of o th e rs  w ho  * 
p ro m p tly  p ay  d u es to  a  p a r ticu la r  L odge, b u t  n e v e r  a tte n d  ; w h e n  a s-
sistance is ask ed th e a p p lican t is re fe rre d to th e L odge ; is s ick n ess to
be soo thed , th e L odge w ill a tte n d to th a t ; does th e w idow o r th e
o rp h a n  p re se n t a c la im , th a t  is  a m a tte r  for th e  L odge ; does a b ro th e r  
d ie, th e  L odge w ill a tte n d h is  f u n e r a l ; I  p ay  m y  duos re g u la r ly — 
w h a t m o re  can  y o u  r e q u ir e ? W h ich  is th e  “ d ro n e  in  th e  h iv e ?”

T he fo llow ing fu rn ish e s  an  e x am p le  o f th e  d ifficu lt p ro b lem s th a t  
m a y  arise  w h ile  th e  C h ap ter re m a in s  in  a  quasi o r  d e p en d e n t s ta te .
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If , as in  s » 9  ju r is d ic tio n s , th3  C h ap te r w a re an  offshoot o f th e  
G ra n d  Lodge, th e n  o u r  C om pan ion ’s re aso n in g  w e th in k  w o u ld  be 
so u n d .

I f  su sp en sio n  for n o n -p a y m e n t o f d u es is n o t a  M asonic offense, anct 
m a n y so th in k , th e n th e C h ap te r sh o u ld n o t n o tice it. A n d it is
co n ten d ed ab strac tly , th a t a C h ap te r c an n o t officially tak e cognizance
o f th e  action  o f  a  Lodge, a n d  th is  seem s to  b e  th e  p osition  ta k e n  b y  
Com p. P ie rso n . W ill i t  be co n ten d ed  b y  Com p. P ., th a t  a  M . M ., 
ag a in s t w hom  th e re  a re  charges, is e n title d  u p o n  d e m a n d  to a  d im it?  
a n d  i f  th e  L odge sh o u ld  n o t g ra n t  it, how  th e n  can  th e  C h ap te r do it, 
w hen  h is  s ta n d in g  th e re  m u s t be d e p en d e n t u p o n th e  re s u l t  o f tim e . 
Can i t  be  said , th a t  one ag a in s t w h o m  th e re  a re  ch arg es  in  th e  Lodge, 
is  in  good s ta n d in g  in  th e  C hap ter, e x cep t on  th e  p re su m p tio n  off 
e n tire  in d ep en d en ce  o f a n d  d is-association  o f th e C h a p te r fro m  th e  
L odge. W h ile  o u r  p re se n t th e o ry  (w hich  is, h o w ev er, fast b e in g  
changed) re m a in s , th e  M . M. u n d e r  ch arg es in  one b o d y , is  to som e 
e x te n t  u n d e r  a  c lo u d  in  a ll, a n d  m u s t  in  a ll a w a it th e  re s u lt  o f  th e  
ac tion  of th e  L odge.

A C om panion  has p a id  a ll d u es a g a in s t h im , a n d  ap p lie s  for a  dimit> 
th e re  is  n o th in g  ag a in s t h im  in  th e  C hap te r, “  b u t  in  th e  L odge he is 
a rra ig n e d  for tria l. Can a d im it  be g ra n te d  h im  ?”

I  decided  th a t  th e  d im it  sh o u ld  n o t b e  g ra n te d  h im  u n t i l  a f te r  h is 
a cq u ita l in  th e  L odge, o r i f  su sp en d ed  o r  e x p e lled  b y  th e  Lodge, th e  
d im it  from  th e  C hap ter sh o u ld  be w ith h e ld  e n tire ly .

C harges a re p re fe rre d in a B lue Lodge. W ell, w h a t o f it ? C onviction
does n o t a lw ay s follow th e p re fe rr in g o f ch arg es 1 B u t suppose th e
c o n tra ry w as th e case, w h a t does th e C h ap te r officially k n o w o f w h a t
is  g o in g  on  in  th e  L o d g e '? E v en  su p p o s in g  th a t  a  n o tice  officially 
sig n ed  a n d  sea led  w as tra n s m itte d  to a  C h ap te r  fro m  a  B lu e  L odge, 
s ta tin g  th a t  ch arg es h a d  been  p re fe rred , w h a t o f i t?  E v en  in  h is  
L odge he  h as a ll th e  r ig h ts  a n d  p riv ileg es  o f h is  m em b e rsh ip , u n til  
conv ic tion , save  o n ly  th a t  o f  sev e rin g  h is  m em b ersh ip , a n d  h is s ta tu s  
in  th e  C h ap te r is n o t  affected b y  ch arg es in  th e  B lue Lodge. T he 
C h ap te r has no  r ig h t o r p ow er to d e n y  h im  a  d im it.

H e  g ives som e cap ita l adv ice , w e th in k , in  th e  fo llow ing  :

W e say  to  su ch  o f o u r  b re th re n  w ho a re  tee to ta le rs , p u ll  off y o u r  
coats, ro ll u p  y o u r  sleeves, a n d  tig h t th e  m an u fa c tu re r , th e  se lle r, an d  
th e  c o n su m e r; b u t  d o n ’t  en d eav o r to  call to  y o u r  a id  M asonic  bodies, 
as such . L e t th e  o ld  tre e  s ta n d  as i t  has o f y o r e ; its  roo ts re ach in g  so 

.far, th a t  i ts  t r u n k  has g ro w n  so lofty  th a t  its  b ran ch es  sp re ad  fo rth  fa r 
a n d  w ide, o ffering  th e  p ro tec tio n  o f i ts  sh ad e  to th e  peop le  o f  ev e ry  
c lim e, o f e v e ry  c reed , a n d  a ll  com p lex io n s . D on’t  m a r  th e  h a rm o n y  
of th is  v a s t a rm y  b y  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f q u estio n s th a t  th e  fa th e rs d id  
n o t deem  n ecessa ry  to s tim u la te  a  h e a lth y  g ro w th .

W e copy Com p. P .’s v iew s on suspension for n o n -p a y m e n t of dues,
because  th e y  a re  in  accordance w ith  o u r  o w n  here to fo re  ex p ressed , 
a n d  a re  th e  se n tim e n ts  w h ich  g o v e rn ed  o u r  G ran d  C h ap ter w h en  it

<
\
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ru le d  th a t  su ch  su sp en s io n  o ag 'a t n o t to affect th e  s ta n d in g  in  the  
C hap ter.

I t  is a  w ell se ttled  p rin c ip a l th a t  su sp en sio n  in  a  B lu e  L odge su s -
p en d s from  a ll o th e r  M asonic B odies, b u t w e th in k  th e  C h ap te r sh o u ld  
have  th e  p riv ile g e  o f rev iew  in  cases o f i ts  ow n m em b ers  ; a  com panion  
sh o u ld  n o t b e  d e n ie d  in te rco u rse  a n d  association  w ith  h is  C om pan ions 
b ecause  o f an  illeg a l a c t o f th e  B lue  L odge. H o ld in g  as w e  do th a t  i t  
is  a  v io la tio n  o f  th e  p rin c ip les  u p o n  w h ich  M aso n ry  is  fou n d ed  to 
suspend for th e n o n -p a y m e n t of dues, a n d th a t n e ith e r a L odge o r a
G ran d L odge h as th e r ig h t to m ak e su ch en ac tm en ts , i t is a g rav e
q u es tio n w ith u s w h e th e r a C h ap te r sh o u ld recogn ize su sp en s io n ,
w h e re  th e  o n ly  ch arg e  w as n o n -p a y m e n t o f L odge dues. D ep riv a tio n  
o f th e  p riv ileg es  a tte n d in g  L odge m em b e rsh ip  for th e  n o n -p a y m e n t
o f d ues, is r ig h t  and  p ro p e r, a n d  th a t sh o u ld  be  th e  en d  of th e  coercion 
b u sin ess.

Below  w e g ive  h is  v iew  of th e  v a lu e  o f th e  G enera l G ran d  C h ap ter 
a s a d ire c tr ix  o f w o rk .

I n  o u r  re p o rt  o f 1873, w e m ade  an  in q u iry  re la tiv e  to th e  w o rk , a n d  
as w e fin d  in  Com p. O gden’s re p o rt  before us a re ite ra tio n  o f  a  fo rm er 
re m a rk , w e a sk  fo r lig h t. H e  say s :

W e th in k  i t  safe to  say  th a t  N ew  Y o rk  has succeeded  in  in tro -
d u c in g  a n d m a in ta in in g u n ifo rm ity o f w o rk , an d th a t  th a t  w o rk  is
s ta n d a rd , a n d  su ch  as is recognized  b y  th e  G enera l G ran d  C h ap te r o f 
th e  U n ited  S tates.

I n  1859 th e  G enera l G ran d  C h ap te r b y  re so lu tio n  a u th o rized  a  com -
m ittee  to  ad o p t a  sy s tem  o f w o rk . T he C om m ittee  m e t in  18(50, a n d
a f te r  a  lo n g  session , ad o p ted  a  w o rk . I f  o u r  m em o ry  does n o t fa il us, 
th e re  w ere  rep re sen ta tiv es fro m  th ir te e n  ju r is d ic tio n s  p re se n t a t th e  
m ee tin g s o f th e  co m m ittee , a m o n g  th e m  w ere  re p re se n ta tiv e s  fro m  
N ew  Y o rk . T he la t te r  S ta te  had , b u t tw o  o r th re e  y e a rs  p rev io u s ly , 
a t  g re a t ex p en se , p ro c u re d  a n d  in tro d u c ed  in  th a t  S ta te  th e  “  L o v ell 
w o rk .” G rea t e ffo rts h a d  been  m ade  b y  th e  fr ien d s  o f  th e  “ L ovell 
w o rk  ”  to  in d u ce  th e  G enera l G ran d  C hap te r to ad o p t i t ; i t  h a d  been 
th e  p ro m in e n t to p ic  a t th e  sessions o f 1850, 1853 a n d  1856.

T h ere  w as one p o in t in  th e  “  L ovell w o rk  ” th a t  b o th  its  fr ien d s  an d  
o p p o n e n ts  d eem ed  essen tia l, u p o n  w h ich  th e y  co u ld  n o t h a rm o n ize , as 
n e ith e r  w o u ld  y ie ld .

N ew  Y o rk  h a v in g  ad op ted  th e  “  L ovell w o rk ,”  re fu sed  to ad o p t 
th e w o rk of th e a u th o rized co m m ittee of th e G enera l G ran d C hap ter.

I f th e G enera l G ran d C h ap ter h as ta k e n a n y action on th e su b jec t of
w o rk since 1859, i t is n ew s to us. N o su ch ac tio n has b een p ro m u l-
g a ted  th ro u g h  its  au th o rize d  p roceed ings.

I f  N ew  Y o rk  has th e  “  s ta n d a rd  w o rk  recognized  b y  th e  G enera l 
G ran d  C h ap te r,”  one  o f tw o p ro p o sitio n s  is  p a te n t:

E ith e r  N ew  Y o rk has ab an d o n ed  th e  “  L o v e ll w o rk  ” a n d  adop ted  
th a t  p ro m u lg a ted  b y  th e  G en era l G ran d  C hap ter th ro u g h  its  a u th o r-
ized  co m m ittee  in  1860,—a n d  i f  so, w h e n  w as i t  doue ?—or,

T he G enera l G ran d  C hap ter has since  1860 secretly  a d o p ted  a  d ifferen t 
w o rk . I f  so , w h e n ?  a n d  how  does i t  h ap p en  th a t N ew  Y o rk  a lone is  
aw are  o f th e  fact?

P lease  g iv e  u s  lig h t.
W e m ay  say , r ig h t  here , th a t  w e a re  n o t ten ac io u s o f  v e rb a l u n i-
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A rc h  M ason can re ad ily m ak e  h im s e lf  k n o w n  as such , a n d  can  w ork
h is  w ay  in to  a ll C h ap ters w h e re  o ur  deg ree  is w orked , th e  r i tu a ls  are, 
in  o u r  op in ion , su ffic ien tly  u n ifo rm .

I n  th is  age, w h en  so m a n y  y o u n g  M asons a re  com in g  to th e  fro n t, it 
ap p ea rs  to be ab so lu te ly  necessa ry  for p re s id in g  officers, C om m ittees
on  J u r isp ru d e n c e  a n d  F o re ig n  C orrespondence  to re ite ra te  decisions 
a n d  re p ro d u ce o p in io n s on m a tte rs  th a t  o ld e r  M asons in  th e  C raft 
re g a rd as a lm o st w o rn  th rea d b a re ; a n d  y e t i t  m u s t be done, as com -
p a ra tiv e ly  few  read  th e  p u b lic a tio n s  o f  to -d ay , w h ile  s t j ll  less read  
th o se  o f th e  past. T he n ece ssity  o f “ p re ce p t u p o n  p recep t ”  is  as 
p a te n t in  th is  age as i t  w as w h en  f irs t e n u n c ia te d  in  th e  Good B ook.

W h a t w o rk  has th is  o u r  G ran d  C hap ter g o t?  W e w ere  to ld  w h en  
g re a t changes w e re  m ade , th a t i t  w as th e  o ld  a n d  tru e  w o rk . W hose  
w o rk  is i t?  W e d o n ’t  l ik e  change , b u t  a lw ay s  th in k  th a t  w h a t o u r  
fa th e rs  gav e  to  u s  M ason ically  sh o u ld  b y  u s  be  h an d ed  dow n  to o u r  
sons, w ith o u t change  o r a lte ra tio n , i f  possib le .

M IS S IS S IP P I .

W e hav e  th e  p ro ceed ings o f  th e  tw e n ty -seco n d  A n n u a l C onvocation 
o f th is  G ran d  C h ap te r h e ld  on  th e  4 th  o f  F e b ru a ry , 1875, before  u s, 
R . E . Com p. J o h n  Y . M u rry , D. G. H . P r ie s t as G. H . P r ie s t .

T h ere ap p ea rs to b e a v e ry g e n e ra l d e s ire on th e p a r t o f G. H . P rie s ts
to enforce th e  se lec tion  o f a  m a rk , ev en  to  th e  re fu sa l to e x a lt u n til  
th e  sam e is  done. On th is  su b jec t Com p. M u rry , say,s :

I n  o rd e r th a t  a  u n ifo rm  re g u la tio n  m ay  be o b se rv ed  re q u ir in g e v e ry  
can d id a te  w h en  ad v an ced  to  a  c e rta in  deg ree  to choose an d re co rd  h is  
p riv a te  m a rk in  a M a rk  B ook, I  w o u ld  reco m m en d  th a t  th e  sam e be 
so a m en d ed  as to re q u ire  i ts  o b servance  in  a ll cases as a  p a r t  o f  th e  
Sybo lism  o f th e  degree . A s i t  no w  is, i t  a m o u n ts  to  n o th in g  m ore  
th a n  a dead s ta tu te , n o t b e in g obse rv ed , as I  su ppose , b y  one o u t o f 
e v e ry  tw e n ty  w ho  ta k e  th e  degree .

T h is  w as re fe rre d  to a  C om m ittee  w ho rep o rted  in  favor o f s to p p in g  
th e  can d id a te  u n t i l  h e  sh o u ld  hav e  co m p lied  w ith  th e  re q u ire m e n t, 
b u t  th e G ran d  C h ap te r a f te r  d u e  delibex'ation in d e fin ite ly  po stp o n ed  
th e  fu r th e r  co n sid era tio n  o f th e  su b jec t. I t  seem s to  u s  th a t  th e re  is 
a  g re a t deal m ore  fu ss  m ad e  on  th is  su b jec t th a n  is  necessa ry , fo r i f  a 
co m pan ion  cares n o t for a m a rk  w h y  sh o u ld  he  b e co m p e lled  to  se lec t 
one. I t is  q u ite c e rta in  th a t  he  is  less ap t to im p o se  o n  o th e rs , o r  to 
v io la te  h is  O. B. W ithout th a n  w ith  one. Of R . A . M aso n ry in  M issis-, 
s ip p i, he  s a y s :

I t  afforded  m e v e ry  g re a t p lea su re  in  m y  re p re se n ta tiv e  ch a rac te r  
to  re p o rt  to  th e  G enera l G ran d  C h ap te r (as i t  does now  in  m y  official 
capacity  to  s ta te  to  you ) th a t  C ap itu la r M aso n ry  is in  a  p ro sp e ro u s  
cond ition  in  th is  G ran d  Ju r isd ic tio n . T he r e tu rn s  from  S u b o rd in a te  
C h ap ters th is  y e a r  m ay  .not show  as m a n y  D egrees co n ferred  as has 
b een  done  som e y ears  in  th e  past, b u t  i f  su ch  is th e  case it is a tt r ib u -
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tab le  to  th e  s tr in g e n t s ta te  o f m o n ey  m atte rs , w h ich  lias been  u n p re -
ced en ted  in  y o u r  p a s t h is to ry .

W e are  g ra tified  to  lea rn  from  th e G ran d  S e c re ta ry 's  re p o rt th a t the  
G ra n d  C h ap te r is  g e ttin g  in  so m u ch  b e tte r  co n d itio n  finan c ia lly .

H e re  w e h av e  a n o th e r  d isse rta tio n  fro m  a  C om m ittee  on  th e  v a lu e  
o f th e  P . M . degree . W e confess to b e in g  h e a r t i ly  t ire d  o f th is  con" 
te s t,  as w e ll as a ll o th e rs  th a t look  to  “  in n o v a tin g ” u p o n  th e  w o rk , 
a n d  a re  o n ly  in d u ce d  t a  copy  it  for th e  g ra tifica tion  o f those  o f  o u r  
co m p an io n s w ho  th in k  d iffe ren tly  fro m  ourse lf.

To the M .\  E . \  G rand  R o ya l A rc h  Chapter o f  M is s is s ip p i:

Y o u r  C om m ittee  to  w h o m  w as re fe rre d  th e  fo llow ing  re so lu tio n , 
v iz  : “ T h a t C h ap te r P a s t  M aste rs, p re se n t w h e n  th e  P a s t  M aste r’s 
d eg ree  is  co n ferred  on  th e  M aste r o f  a L odge as a  qu a lifica tio n  for 
office, sh a ll n o t assist in  c o n fe rrin g  m o re  o f th a t  deg ree  th a n  is  n e c e s -
s a ry  fo r th a t  p u rp o se ,”  beg  leave  to r e p o r t :

T h a t th e y  c an n o t conceive b y  w h a t r ig h t  a  C h a p te r  P a s t  M aste r can 
confer th e  deg ree  o f P a s t  M aste r, o r a n y  p a r t  o f it, o n  a  M aste r elect.

B y  o u r  p e rm a n e n t R eg u la tio n s , no  C h ap te r can  confer i t  on  a n y  one 
w ho  has  n o t rece iv ed  th e  M a rk  D egree, a n d  been  e lected  to a ll  the  
deg rees o f a  C hap ter.

T he t r u th  is, th e  P a s t  M aste r’s deg ree  w as u n k n o w n  to  C ap itu la r  
M aso n ry  b y  th e  A n c ien t C harges an d  R eg u la tio n s , an d  w as im p ro p -
e r ly  ta k e n  "from S y m b o lic  M asonry , to w h ich  i t  b e longs as an  H o n o r-
a ry  D egree. I t  is  w h o lly  u n k n o w n  to  th e  G ran d  C hap ter o f E n g la n d . 
I t  is n o t w o rk e d  by  th e  G ran d  C hap ter o f I re la n d . I t  w as once w o rk e d  
b y  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r o f S co tland , b u t  i t  has b y  i t  b e en  re tu rn e d  to 
th e  G ran d  L odge as a  C hair D egree, a n d  th e  C hap ters o f N ew  B ru n s -
w ick , N ova  Scotia , B ritish  C olonies a n d  S han g h a i, w o rk in g  u n d e r  the  
G ran d  C hap ter o f  S co tland , a re  o n ly  p e rm itte d  to  con fer th e  deg ree  as 
a  S lde-D egree , so lo n g  as th e  w o rk  "rem ains as i t  n ow  is  in  A m erica .

T he P a s t  M aste r’s D egree is  a  n ew  one, a n d  is w o rk e d  o n ly  in  
A m erica , a n d  o u r  C hap ters m u s t c o n tin u e  to  w o rk  it  .u n ti l som e g e n -
e ra l change  is  m ade. Y o u r  co m m itte e  be liev e  th a t  it. sh o u ld  th e n  be 
su r re n d e re d  to th e  G ran d  L odges, as a C hair o r H o n o ra ry  D egree, to 
be  co m m u n ica ted a lone to  M aste rs elect. T he G ran d  C h ap te r o f
R hode  Is la n d , w h ich  h as n o t accepted , a n d  is n o t b o u n d  to  w o rk  th e  
R itu a l  p re sc rib ed  b y  th e  G enera l G ran d  C hap ter o f th e  U n ited  S tates, 
h as su ggested , in  an  ab le  R ep o rt, th a t  th e  D egree  sha ll n o t be  c o n -
fe rred , b u t  co m m unica ted .

Y o u r  C om m ittee  can  o n ly  e x p re ss  th e  hope  th a t  som e G ra n d  C on-
vocation  o f th e  R ep resen ta tiv es  o f a ll G ran d  C h ap te rs  m ay  m ee t a t no  
d is ta n t day , a n d  m ay , in  a  s p ir i t  o f m u tu a l  concession , ad o p t som e 
R itu a l  fo r C h ap ter D egrees th a t  w ill en ab le  C a p itu la r  M a so n ry  to  
w o rk  th e  sam e w o rk  a n d  sp eak  th e  sam e M asonic  lan g u a g e  in  e v e ry  
n a tio n . Y o u r C om m ittee  can see no  im p ro p r ie ty  in  a  C h ap te r P a s t  
M aste r b e in g  p re se n t a t th e  co n fe rrin g  o f th e  P a s t  M a ste r’s D egree 
o n  a  M aste r e lect as a  qu a lifica tio n  degree , b u t  ho  fu r th e r .

Y o u r  C om m ittee  re co m m en d  th e  ad op tion  o f th e  fo llow ing  re so lu -
t io n  as a  su b s ti tu te  for th e  one su b m itte d  to y o u r  C om m ittee , v iz :
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Resolved, T h a t no C h ap te r P a s t  M aste r, as su ch , has a n y  p ow er to 
con fer th e  P a s t M aste r’s D egree, o r a n y  p a r t  o f  it, on th e  M aste r of a 
L odge as a q u a lify in g  D egree. ' H . W . W A L T E R ,

•T. M . H O W R Y ,
C H A S. T. M U R P H Y .

A t th is  convocation  a  m o tio n  w as m ade  to  ab o lish  th e  C om m ittee on 
C orrespondence , w h ic h , h o w ev er, w e a re  g lad  to  s ta te , w as lo st, and  
w e hav e a re p o rt from C om pan ion H . W . W a lte r re v ie w in g a g ood ly
n u m b e r  o f  G ran d  C h ap te r  p roceed ings, a m o n g  w h ic h  w e  fin d  those  
o f  A labam a. H is  re v ie w s a re c u r t  for th e reaso n  assig n ed by  h im se lf  
th a t  “  u n d e r  a  w ise  ru le  o f o u r  G ran d  C h ap te r, w e  a re  d irec ted  to 
condense  o u r  w o rk , a n d  re p o rt  n o th in g , e x cep t o f g e n e ra l in te re s t  
r e q u ir in g  i ts  a tte n tio n . T h is  is  th e  ru le  w e  e stab lish ed  fo r ourse lf, 
n o t because  w e w ere  re s tr ic te d  by  o u r  G ran d  C h ap te r, b u t b ecause  w e 
d id  n o t w a n t a n y  one  to ex c la im  “  w h a t a  lo n g  ta il o u r  c a t’s go t,”

C om panion  Jn o . Y . M u rry  w as e lected  M . E x . G. I-I. P ., a n d  C om -
p a n io n J . L . P o w er G ran d S ecre ta ry ,

N o .'o f  C h a p te r s ...............................................................................................  82
“ o f M e m b ers .................................................................................................  2,450
“  E x a l t e d ......................................................................................................... 133

M IS S O U R I.

M. E . Com p. R u fu s  E . A n d e rso n , G. H . P r ie s t , o pened  th is  G ran d  
C hap ter on th e 7th of O ctober, 1875, a n d w ith in less th a n one m o n th
we hav e  a  la rg e  a n d  w e ll p r in te d  v o lu m e  on  o u r  tab le . T h is  speak s 
w e ll for th e  in d u s try  o f Com p. 'G ouley, b u t  one  u su a lly  so th o ro u g h  
is a p t to  b e  ex p ed itio u s .

A s w e h av e g iv en  th e  v iew s o f  sev e ra l o th e rs  on  th e  q u es tio n  o f th e  
Ju r isd ic tio n  o f a  C h ap te r o v e r a  re je c ted  can d id a te , w e co p y  from  
th e G. H . P r ie s ts  ad d ress . T h is  q u es tio n  h a s  b een  so m ew h a t m oo ted  
o f la te  a n d  w as se ttled  fo r th e  p re se n t b y  a  decree  o f th e  G. G. C hap ter 
in  accordance w ith  th e  v iew s e n te r ta in e d  w ith in  th e  Ju r isd ic tio n  o f 
A labam a.

4. A t th e  la te  T rie n n ia l C onvocation  o f th e  G enera l G ran d  C h ap te r 
of th e  U n ited  S tates, h e ld  N o v em b er 24, 1874, th e  fo llow ing , re p o rte d  
b y  th e  C om m ittpe  on  Ju r isp ru d e n c e , w as adop ted  :

“  D oub ts h a v in g  a risen  in re fe ren ce  to th e q u estio n  as to  th e  r ig h t  o f  
a n y  C h ap te r to  confer th e  C ap itu la r D egrees u p o n  a  can d id a te  p re v i-
o u s ly  re je c ted  b y  a n y  o th e r  C hap ter, i t is  d eclared , b y  th is  G en era l 
G ra n d  C h ap te r, as th e  t ru e  law  u p o n  su c h  sub jec t, th a t  no  C hap te r 
u n d e r  th is  ju r is d ic t io n  sh a ll confer th e  C ap itu la r D egrees on  a n y  can -
d id a te p re v io u s ly re g u la r ly re jec ted b y a n y o th e r C hap ter, w ith o u t
firs t p ro c u rin g th e co n sen t of such re je c tin g C hap ter, p ro v id e d th a t
su c h C h ap te r be in e x is te n ce .”

I n  J u n e ,  a  case w as p re sen te d c a llin g  for an  in te rp re ta tio n  o f th is  
decision  o f  th e  G enera l G ran d  C hap te r, a n d  w e w ere  a sk ed , “ Does i t  
re q u ire  a  vo te  b y  b a llo t to g ive  consen t, a n d , i f  so, does i t  re q u ire  a 
u n a n im o u s  b a llo t? ”
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O ur C o n stitu tio n declares th a t  “ T he G ran d  R oyal A rc h  C h ap te r o f 
M issou ri is  th e  su p re m e  h ead  o f R o y a l A rc h  M aso n ry  in  M isso u ri,” 
a n d  S ection  17 o f A rtic le  3 declares “ a n y  can d id a te  re jec ted  fo r th e  
d eg rees m a y  ren ew  h is  p e titio n  in  th e  n e a re s t C h ap te r to h is  re sid en ce, 
a lte r  th e  lapse  o f s ix  m o n th s .”

N ow  h e re  is  a  d irec t conflict, a n d  w e re g a rd  th e  decision  o f th e  
G en era l G ran d  C hap ter as so u t te r ly  a t v a rian ce  w ith  th e  w e ll se ttled  v  
p rin c ip le s  o f M asonic  J u r isp ru d e n c e , a n d  fu rn ish in g  so p o w erfu l an  
en g in e  o f o p p ressio n  to  th e  b igoted  Ish m ae lito  w h o  n o w  a n d  th en , 
desp ite  e v e ry  p recau tio n , c reeps in to  o u r  C h ap ters, th a t  w e  w ere  a t 
f irs t d isposed  to  in v o k e  th e  d o c trin e  o f Sta tes-righ ts  a n d  in s tru c t  St. 
Jo sep h C hap ter to d isre g a rd it. B u t, n o t w ish in g to re s t u n d e r th e
ch arg e o f “ d is lo y a lty ,” w e fe lt c o n stra in ed to g iv e i t a liberal co n -
s tru c tio n , and decided th a t a m a jo r ity vote, m an ifes ted b y th e “ u su a l
show  of h a n d s ,” w as a ll th a t  w as necessary . A n y  o th e r  in te rp re ta tio n  
o f i t  w ou ld  afford an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  “  n a il a  can d id a te  to  th e  c o u n te r 
for life b y  th e  v in d ic tiv e  h a m m e r o f  one m a n .”

T he ed ito r  o f The F reem ason, in  co m m en tin g  on tb isd ec iso n , p ro p -
e r ly  ch aracte rizes i t  as “ a s tra n g e  a n d  s tro n g  decision ,”  and ' w ell 
s a y s :

“ R ejection  has, hereto fo re, a lw ay s b een  lim ite d  b y  tim e  (g en era lly  
tw e lv e  m o n th s ,) a n d  w e n e v e r  before  sup p o sed  th a t  w e  h ad  to  g e t som e 
C h ap te r in  L o n d o n  to  re v e rse  its  ba llo t, cast fifty  y e a rs  ago, on  a  can -
d idate  w ho  h as stood w ell in  o u r  L odge h e re  for n e a r ly  a ll th a t  space 
o f tim e . T he G enera l G ran d  C hap te r, G ran d  C h ap ters a n d  su b o r-
d in a te  C hap ters n e v e r  g e t ou ts id e  o f th e  w e ll-e s tab lish ed  usages o f 
B lue  M aso n ry  b u t  th e y  a lw ay s  ‘p u t  th e ir  foot in  i t , ’ a n d  th is  la s t p e r -
fo rm ance  is no  e x cep tio n .”

W e h a d  n e v e r  d re am ed  th a t  a n y w h ere  in  th is  so la te ly  p ro sp e ro u s  
la n d  th a t  a n y C h ap te r o r  o th e r m y stic  society  ev er im p ro v ised  to  th e  
e x te n t  h e rea fte r  m en tio n ed , th e  v e ry  “  im p le m e n ts  ”  o f  th e ir  associa-
tions. W e  k n e w  th a t  th e  A m erican  peop le  w e re  a n  in g en io u s  one, 
b u t  cou ld  h a rd ly  have  p re su m e d  th a t  an  a tte m p t w o u jd  e v e r  be  m ad e  
to p a lm off trad e m a rk s for H e b rew u n t i l se rio u s ly to ld so b y th e G.
11. P r ie s t h im self, w ho also in fo rm s u s th a t lie le n t h im se lf to th e
tr ic k e ry . H ear, n ev erth e le ss , ho w  he  “  goes f o r ” th a t  C h ap te r:

GRAND VISITATION.

I  hav e fo u n d  it  c o n v en ien t to v is it  officially  b u t  few  of th e  C h ap te rs  
d u r in g  th e  y ear. I  have  seen a n d  h e a rd  eno u g h , how ever,'to  conv ince  
m e th a t  som e m easu re s sh o u ld  b e  adop ted  by  th is  G ran d  B ody  to  
com pel a ll th e  S u b o rd in a te  C hap ters to  su p p ly  th em se lv es  w ith  th e  
necessary  “ tools a n d  im p le m e n ts ” to exem plify ' th e  w o rk  o f th e  d e -
grees. T h e  “ f u r n i tu r e ” o f som e o f o u r  C hap ters, I am  satisfied , is 
sad ly  defic ien t, an d  i t  re q u ire s  a w o n d e rfu l s tre tc h  o f th e  im ag in a tio n , 
u p o n  th e  p a r t  o f th e  cand idate , to  see th e  connec tion  b e tw een  th e  
sy m b o l u sed  a n d  th e  lesson  in te n d e d  to  be ex p la in ed . I t  w as m y  
p ro v in ce  to  be p re se n t in  one  o f o u r  old  C hap ters o f th e  k in d  a llu d e d  
to, a  sh o rt tim e  since, a t th e  co n fe rrin g  o f th e  R oyal A rch  D egre. T he 
M aste rs o f  th e  V a ils  w ere  w ith o u t a n y  o f th e  n ece ssa ry  im p le m e n ts  
o f  th e i r  office—n o t even  so m u c h  as a  b a n n e r . U p o n  “  re p a ir in g  to 
th e  scene o f th e ir  lab o rs ,” th e  th ird  tim e , th e  “  so jo u rn e rs ” observed ,
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p re se rv e d  a n d  b ro u g h t u p  “ fro m  th e  ru in s  o f th e  t e m p le ” w h a t 
p ro y e d  to be a v e ritab le  ax e  b ox , w ith th e  n am e  o f one o f th e  m e r -
ch an ts  o f  th e  p lace  (s ti ll  living) in sc rib ed  u p o n  th e  to p  o f  it, a n d  th a t 
o f a firm now  eng ag ed  in  th e  m an u fa c tu re  o f  “ I X L ” ax es in  a 
n e ig h b o rin g  S ta te  en g rav ed u p o n  th e  sides a n d e n d  of it. R ecogn iz-
in g  “ th e e te rn a l fitness o f  th in g s ,” w e ex p ec ted  to  find  in  i t a copy  o f 
“  W ells ’ F o rm  B ook ,” a  pone  o f e o rn -b read , a  “ b ig  su n -flo w er, a n d  a 
sm o k e -h o u se  k e y ; b u t, to  o u r  a s to n ish m e n t, i t  co n ta in ed  a  B ible, 
a n d  a  s tra ig h t, fla t s tick , w h ich  w e took  to  be th e  side o f th e  fram e  of 
one  o f  th e  u rc h in s ’ sla tes. I f  i t  ev e r “  b lossom ed  a n d  bo re  f ru i t.”  it 
m u s t  have  b een  o f a  re la tiv e  k in d , su ch  as w e g a th e red  in  one o f o u r 
schoo l-boy  d ays, w h en , a fte r f ig u rin g  o v er th e  w hole side  o f th e  slate , 
w e fa iled  to  ge t th e  an sw e r an d  rece iv ed  a  v ig o ro u s ap p lica tio n  of 
b irch . N o “ k e y  ”  w as d eem ed  n ecessary , as i t  w as p re su m e d  a ll th e  
can d id a tes  “ k n e w  th e ir  le t te rs ,” an d  th e  ch a rac te rs  u p o n  th e  “  top  
a n d  s id e s ”  o f th e  b o x  w ere  in  p la in  E n g lish . W h a t th e  a s to n ish ed  
d isco v ere r to o k  to be “  p u re  g o ld ” o v e rlay in g  th e  top  as th e  “ s u n ’s ra y s  
fe ll u p o n  i t ,”  w e w ere sa tisfied  was n o th in g  b u t a  n ew  ax e  la id  o u t on  
to p  o f th e b o x  fo r a sig n . W e w ere  ac tin g  H ig h P rie s t , an d , having- 
som e e x p erien ce in d iscu ssin g an d h a rm o n iz in g conflic ting te s tim o n y ,
w e essay ed th e  ta sk  o f p ro v in g  to th e  sa tisfaction o f those, fa ith fu l 
w o rk m e n th a t o u r “ th re e A n c ien t G ran d M aste rs ” h a d so m e th in g to
do w ith th a t a x e b o x —th a t th a t m e rc h a n t’s n am e on th e top w as a
“ te tra g ra m m a to n ,” a n d th a t th e re w o u ld hav e been a tria n g le a ro u n d
h a d  th ero  b een room  a fte r  p u ttin g  on  th e  n am e  of th e  to w n  a n d  S tate . 
W e  in s is ted th a t I X L  stood  for “  3,000,” a n d th a t  th e  w o rd  “ P i t t s -
b u r g ” w as th e  n a m e  o f a Je w ish  to w n  : an d  th e  co n ten ts  o f  th e  box  
w as in te n d e d  fo r th e  b enefit o f w oo d -ch o n p ers  in  g en era l a n d “ th e  
J e w ish  n a tio n  in  p a r tic u la r .”  W e d id  n o t w a it to  h ear th e  “  v e rd ic t ” 
o f th e  "  th re e ,” b u t  w o u ld  hav e  been  p e rfec tly  sa tisfied  w ith  a  “  h u n g  
j u r y .”

N ow , m y  C om panions, is  i t  a n y  w o n d er th a t  w e hav e  too m a n y  
“  d a u b e rs ,” a n d  th a t  to so m a n y  o u r  b eau tifu l ce rem on ies a p p ea r o n ly  
a  se ries  o f u n m ea n in g  r i te s?  I s  i t  n o t a  b u rle sq u e , if  n o t an  in su lt, to 
th e i r  in te llig en ce , w ith  su c h  an  “  o u tf it ” as w e hav e  d escribed , to say  
to  a  c a n d id a te : “  I  t ru s t  y o u  h av e  e n te red  in to  th e  s p ir i t  o f th ese  
so lem n  cerem on ies a n d  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  fu ll im p o rt o f these  in te res tin g . 
sym bo ls '!

I  su g g est th a t  y o u  ad o p t a  law  fo rb id d in g th e  o rg an iza tio n  o f a n y  
C h ap te r h e rea fte r in  th is  G ran d  Ju r isd ic tio n  u n til  i t  sh a ll p ro v id e  
i ts e lf  w ith th e  necessary  im p le m e n ts  for sy m  bo liz ing  th e  degrees, an d  
th a t  som e coercive m easu re s  be ad o p ted  to  com pel th e  d e lin q u e n t 
ones a lre ad y  o rg an ized  to fu rn ish  th em selves , w ith  th em . To o u r  
m in d  it  is as n ece ssa ry  as a “  su itab le  p lace  ”  to  m eet.

A n d  th e  C om m ittee  o n  th e  A d d re ss  en d o rsed  b o th  th e  G. H . P r ie s t’s 
positio n  in  re la tio n  to ju r is d ic tio n , an d  th e  “  im p le m e n ts ,” u rg in g  a ll 
th e  G ran d  C h ap ters to  u n ite  in  re p ea lin g  th e  decree, a n d  in tro d n c in g  
re so lu tio n s  on  th e  “  im p le m e n ts ,” b u t  w e k n o w  n o t w h a t w as done 
w ith th em , no action b e in g h a d as w e cou ld see.

Com p. G o u ley  rev iew ed  th ir ty -s ix  p roceed ings, A lab am a  h ead in g  
th e  lis t, a n d  w e copy h is  v iew s on  th e  above  action  o f th e  G enera l 
G ra n d  C hap ter, as p u b lish ed  in  th e  “  F re e m a so n ,” g iv en  b y h im  in  
re p ly  to o u r  s ta te m en t o f th e  u sag e  in  th is  ju r is d ic tio n  :
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A STRANGE AND STRONG DECISION.

A t th e  la s t tr ie n n ia l  convoca tion  o f th e  G en era l G ran d  C h ap te r o f 
th e  U n ited  S ta tes, th e  C om m ittee  on J u r isp ru d e n c e  decided  th a t a n y  
can d id a te  fo r th e  c ap itu la r  degrees, w h o  h a d  been  p re v io u s ly  re jec ted , 
cou ld  n o t be  a d m itte d  in to  a n y  C h ap te r in  th e  U n ited  S ta tes w ith o u t 
first o b ta in in g  th e  co n sen t o f  th e  re je c tin g  C hap te r. I n  o th e r w o rds, 
in  1845, J o h n  S m ith  w as re jec ted  b y  J o h n  Jo n es, in  M isso u ri C hap ter 
No. 1, and S m ith rem o v ed th a t y e a r to S an F ran c isco , w h e re he s ti ll
re sides , a n d C om panion Jo n e s s ti ll re m a in s a m e m b e r o f th e C hap ter
h e re , an d  s ti ll  ob jects to  co nsen t b e in g  g iv en  o u t o f p e rso n a l p iq u e . 
T h e  decision  does n o t say  w h e th e r  th e  co n sen t sh a ll be u n a n im o u s  o r 
b y  m a jo rity , b u t  as a  vo te  for a  co n sen t is  a  m ere  farce b y  a m a jo rity , 
we p re su m e  i t  is  m ea n t to  be  u n an im o u s . Such  a  decision , w h ich  
na ils  a  can d id a te  to  th e  c o u n te r  for life b y th e  v in d ic tiv e  h a m m e r o f 
one m an , is  w ith o u t a  p re ce d en t (to o u r  k n o w led g e) in  M asonic j u r i s -
p ru d en ce .

R ejection  has here to fo re  a lw ay s been  lim ited  b y  tim e  (g e n era lly  b y  
tw e lv e  m o n th s ) , and  w e n e v e r  before sup p o sed  th a t  w e h ad  to  g e t 
som e C h ap te r in  L ondon  to  rev erse  its  b a llo t cast fifty  y e a rs  ago on  a  
can d id a te  w ho  has stood  w ell in  o u r  L odge  h e re  fo r n e a r ly  a ll th a t  
space o f tim e . T he G enera l G ran d  C hap te r, G ran d  C hap ters a n d  s u b -
o rd in a te  C hap ters n e v e r g e t ou ts id e  o f th e  w ell estab lish ed  usages o f 
B lue  M asonry , b u t  th e y  a lw ay s “ p u t  th e ir  foot in  i t ,” an d  th is  la s t 
p e rfo rm an ce  is  no  ex cep tion .

U n d e r  D is tric t o f C olum bia , on  m aso n ic  b u r ia l  serv ices, he  say s :

T he A m erican  sy s tem  o f th e  Y o rk  R ite  can  now  g iv e  th e  Scotch 
R ite  tw o  in  th e  gam e, so  far as p la n tin g  h u m a n  bod ies is  concerned , 
for w ith  th ir ty - th re e  deg rees th e y  hav e  o n ly  one c e rem o n y , w h ile  w e, 
w itli o n ly  tw e lv e  deg rees, have  th ree , so th a t  if  one o f  o u r  m em b e rs  i s  
b u ried  b y  th e  blue  o f th e  L odge, th e  scarle t o f th e  C hap ter, a n d  th e  
black  o f  th e  C om m andery , h is  frien d s on  re su rrec tio n  m o rn in g  w ill 
th in k he d ied of sp o tted fever, an d if th e B ay State w ill o n ly in v e n t
th e p u rp le ce rem o n y of th e C ry p tic degrees, th e n e v e ry fellow w ith
w in g s w ill sw ea r th a t th e  m an  su rfe ited  h im se lf  to  d ea th  on  sp eck le d  
t r o u t:  a n d  if  th e y  h ad  ev er liv e d  in  th e  N o rth w e s te rn  S tates, th e y  
w o u ld  n o t b lam e  h im  for it, e ith e r. “  P lease  do n o t c row d  th e  
m o u rn e rs .”

I f  a n y  o th e r G ran d  C h ap ter has  som e ch ro n ic  p a ll-b ea re r  w ho  is  
c h u ck  fu ll o f b u r ia l  pe rfo rm an ces, w e beg it to e x p e l h im , o r p u t h im  
on  a  co m m ittee  to b o rro w  th e  one f ro m  M assachuse tts , e lse  w e  w ill 
have  tw o fo rm s in  th e  C hap ter, and th en  th e  G enera l G ran d  C h ap ter 
w ill be d ra w n in to  th e  v o r te x  to decide w h ich  is r ig h t, an d  th a t  m ig h t 
b e  th e  d ea th of th a t  d ig n ified  body , w hose  p rin c ip le  fu n c tio n  a t 
p re se n t is to so lem n ly  e lect officers an d  sh a k e  h a n d s  l ik e  th e  e lders 
a t  a  Q u ak er m ee tin g . F o r  m erc y ’s sak e  d o n ’t  s t i r  up  a n y  m ore.

I n  re p ly  to  Com p. Corson, w ho ban g s aw ay  a t a n y  one th in k in g  an  
ob jec tion o u g h t to stop a cand idate a fte r e lection , a n d w hose stro k es
a re  g e n e ra lly  in g en io u s  a n d  s tro n g , he  s a y s :

Y o u  a re  s t i ll  p eg g in g  aw ay  a t th e  “  ob jection  ” b u sin ess . N ow , w e  
to ld  y o u  sev e ra l y e a rs  ago th a t  i t  w as no  use . T he r ig h t  o f ob jection
to ad v an cem en t a fte r e lection  m u s t a lw ay s re m a in , w ith o u t th e  n ece s-



62 A PPEN D IX . 118T5.

s i ty  o f p re fe rr in g  charges. S uppose  you  w ere  th e  p a r tn e r  o f J o h n  
S m ith , a n d  a  d ifficu lty  b e tw een  y o u  a n d  h im  w o u ld  be y o u r  financ ia l 
ru in . S m ith  has rece ived  th e  M ark  D egree, a n d  in  th e  m ean tim e  y o u  
hav e  fo u n d  o u t th a t  he is  a  bad  m an , a n d  th a t  y o u  can n o t p re fe r 
ch arg es w ith o u t d ra g g in g in som e resp ec tab le lad ies a n d s tir r in g u p a
m u ss  g en era lly , a n d  p u tt in g  y o u rse lf  in  h is  pow er before y o u  can  
ex tr ic a te  y o u rse lf  from  h is  b u sin ess c lu tch es—an d  a ll for th e p u rp o se  
o f k e e p in g  h im  from  a d v an c in g  ! H o w  m u ch  b e tte r  to r th e  H . P . to 
s im p ly  stop  h im u n til  th e  ob jec tio n s a re  w ith d ra w n ?  T h ere  is  no  use
s t ir r in g  u p  a  sea to  d ro w n  a su c k e r, a n d  a t th e  sam e tim e  e n d an g e r 
v a lu ab le  liv e s  afloat.

87
4,331

30G

Com p. C harles P . L eav itt, M. E x . G. I f .  P .; Com p. G eorge F ra n k  
G ouley , G ran d  S ec re ta ry .

N O R TH  C A R O L IN A .

T he A n n u a l C onvocation  o f th is  G ra n d  C h ap te r w as h e ld  on th e  7 th  
o f  J u n e ,  1875. Com p. H o race  H . M u n so n , M. E x . G. I I .  P., w ho, in
h is ad d ress  says :

I  ta k e  p lea su re  in  again  c a llin g  y o u r  a tte n tio n  to  th e  h e a lth fu l 
g ro w th  o f our  O rp h an  A sy lu m , a n d  b espeak  for i t  y o u r  c o n tin u e d  
efforts, p ra y e rs  a n d  offerings. D u rin g  th e  p a s t y e a r i t  has e x te n d ed  
i ts la b o rs ,”a n d n ow boasts o f an o u tg ro w th , loca ted in th e w este rn
p a r t o f o u r State . T h ro u g h th e in d u s try a n d p e rsev e ran ce of its c ap -
ab le  a n d  en erg e tic  S u p e rin te n d en t, its  in flu en ce  for good is g ra d u a lly  
b u t  su re ly  w id en in g , a n d  its  p e rm a n en c y  is  no lo n g er a  m a tte r  o f 
d o u b t. A lth o u g h  y e t in  i ts  in fan cy , i t is  e n tw in in g  I tse lf  a ro u n d  th e  
sy m p a th e tic  cho rd s o f  o u r  n a tu re s , in  a  m a n n e r  w h ich  ev idences no  
fa llin g  off o f th a t  m ate ria l a id  so n ecessa ry  for th e  fu ll a cco m p lish -
m e n t o f its  p u rp o se s a n d  designs. L e t o u r  efforts n o t re la x . L et 
o u r  o fferings be in creased . L e t o u r  p ra y e rs  a n d a lm s go up  to g e th e r, 
a n d  H e, “  w ho  d o th  n o t s lu m b e r  o r  s le ep ,” w ill, in  h is  ow n good tim e , 
g ra n t th e  fru itio n  o f o u r  fondest hopes.

W h ich show s th a t th o u g h o u r C om panions o f th e o ld N o rth S ta te
have  b een  so re ly  tr ie d , a n d  th o ’ th e ir  a lta r  fires p a led  before th e  d is -
tre sse s  u n d e r  w h ich  th e y  lab o red , y e t th e  fire o f M asonic C h a rity  s t i ll  
w a rm ed th e r  h e a r ts  an d  th e  fru its  a re  sh o w n  above. “  B y  th e ir  fru its  
sh a ll ye  k n o w  th e m .”

A g a in  h e  s a y s :

T he past y e a r  has in a  m easu re  b een  a p ro sp e ro u s  one, th e  h a rm o n y  
o f o u r  C hap ters h a s  been  u n d is tu rb e d , th e  o p en in g  u p  o f  a  n ew  one, 
th e re v iv in g o f th re e d ecay in g ones, a n d th e in creased in te re s t m a n i-
fest in a ll, en courage u s to look fo rw ard to s ti ll g re a te r re su lts in th e
fu tu re . T he p a ra ly zed  co n d itio n  o f o u r  c o u n try  w o rk e d  a  c o rre sp o n d -
in g  p a ra ly za tio n  in  R oyal A rch M asonry , h u t from  o u t th e  g loom  of 
th e  past, th e  l ig h t o f th e  fu tu re  b reak s , p re sag in g  g re a te r  zeal, w ith

N u m b e r of C hapters.
“  M em bers.
“  E x a l te d .
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m o re  co m m endab le  efficiency a n d  h a p p ie r  re su lts  in  th e  ad v an cem en t 
o f  th e  R oyal a r t. W ith  w ise  leg is la tio n  a n d  a h e a r ty  c a rry in g  ou t o f 
th e  p rin c ip le s  w h ich  sh o u ld  g o v e rn  th e  co n d u ct of e v e ry  R o y a l A rch  
M ason, N o rth C aro lina C a p itu la r M aso n ry w ill y e t gain a n d m a in ta in
a  p ro u d  p o sitio n  a m o n g  h e r  s iste rs.

Com p. Ja m e s  S ou th g a te  m ade  th e  r e p o rt  on C orrespondence , rev iew -
in g  th e  p ro ceed in g s o f th i r ty  G ran d  C hap ters, a m o n g  w h ich  we find 
A labam a.

U n d e r  C alifo rn ia  h e  ad voca tes th e  re p re se n ta tio n  sy s tem .
U n d e r  Iow a, he  s a y s :

W h ere  sh o u ld  th e  C h a rte r  be  ? C e rta in ly  th e  room  w h e re  th e  
C hap te r m ee ts is  th e  m o st ap p ro p ria te  place, b u t  i t  is, in  o u r  ju d g -
m en t, n o t a b so lu te ly  n ecessa ry  th a t  i t  sh o u ld  be  a c tu a lly  p re se n t to 
legalize th e  o rd in a ry  b u sin e ss  o f th e  L odge a n y  m o re  th a n  a c le rg y -
m a n ’s c red en tia ls  a re  ab so lu te ly  necessa ry  to be  in  h is p o ck e t to m ak e  
h is  se rm o n  o rth o d o x . T he c h a r te r  is o n ly a  co m m ission  to do c e rta in  
th in g s  acco rd in g  to specified ru le s  a n d  re g u la tio n s , a n d  th a t co m m is-
sion  sh o u ld  be  in  som e safe p lace convenient to th e  L odge  o r C hap ter, 
o n ly  because  i t  m a y be d em an d ed  b y  a  v is ito r a n d ean  be  reached  
w ith o u t tro u b le .

W c k n o w  th a t  w e a re  g e tt in g  old, p e rh ap s  w e a re  o ld  fogy ish , b u t  
w e can  s ti ll  reco llec t th a t  w e  w ere  once ta u g h t th a t  w ith o u t th e  c h a r te r  
■present, w e w ere  n o t a  lodge. I f  th is  be tru e  o f  th e  L odge, i t  is also 
tru e o f th e C hap ter. B u t i t is b a re ly possib le , th a t in th e v a rio u s
changes w h ic h  th e  deg rees hav e  u n d e rg o n e  a n d  a re  s till  u n d e rg o in g , 
(n o tab ly  th e  P . M . degree) th a t th is  d o c tr in e  is no  lo n g er tau g h t, and  
a  c h a r te r  h a v in g  once issued , a n d  b een  re ad , m ig h t be  d e s tro y ed  a n d  
s t i ll 'th e  L odge go on. W e th in k  th a t  i t  is n ece ssa ry  th a t  th e  M aste r 
sh o u ld  hav e  h is  “  w a r ra n t  ” a t  a ll  tim es  p re sen t, as w e ll as h is  “  g re a t  
lig h ts ,”  else  th e re  w o u ld  be  no  “  c o n stitu ted  ” Lodge.

Com p. T hom as W . D ew ey w as e lected  M. E x . G. I I .  P ., an d  Comp* 
D onald  W , B ain , G ra n d  S ecre ta ry .

N E B R A S K A .

W e have  th e  p ro ceed in g s o f  th e  se v e n th  a n d  e ig h t G ra n d  C onvoca-
tio n s  o f  th is  G ran d  C h ap te r in  one p a m p h le t. T he se v e n th  w as h e ld  
o n  th e  11th o f N o v em b er, 1873, M. E x . G. H . P . R o b e rt R . L iv in g s to n  
p re s id in g . I n  h is  ad d ress  o u r  C om pan ion  c o n g ra tu la te s  h is  C om -
p an io n s  “ u p o n  th e  h e a lth fu l a n d  v ig o ro u s  co n d itio n  of o u r  no b le  
O rd er.”

H e  s ta te s  th a t  ho re fu sed  sev e ra l ap p lica tio n s to “ con fer d eg rees o u t 
o f  tim e ,”  b e lie v in g  th a t  th ese  d isp e n sa tio n s  sh o u ld  n o t b e  g ra n te d  
u n le s s  th e  c ircu m stan ces “  im p e ra tiv e ly  d e m a n d  th e  in te rfe re n c e  o f 
th e  p re s id in g G ran d  Officer. T h e  less  w e h av e  oi th em , th e  h e a lth ie r
w ill be  o u r  n o b le  o rd e r.”



64 A PPEN D IX . [1 8 7 5 .

H e  rem o v ed  th e  G ran d  M aste r o f 3 V eil b ecause  h e  h a d  been  e x -
p e lled  b y  h is  L odge for “  h a v in g  tran sg re ssed  M asonic  law .”

A t th is  convocation  Com p. R o b e rt W . F u rn a s  w as e lected  M . E x . 
G. H . P , a n d  W illia m  R . B ow en, G ran d  S ec retary .

N o re p o rt  on  co rrespondence.

1875.

T he e ig h th  convoca tion  w as h e ld  on  th e  5th  o f J a n u a ry ,  o p en in g  
w ith  Com p. C harles P . G oodm an , I ). G. H . P , as G. H . P .

T he ad d ress  o f  G. H . P . F u rn a s  w as re ad  b y  th e  G ra n d  S ec re ta ry  
a n d  is  v e ry  sh o r t  a n d  e n tire ly  local in  its  charac te r.

B usin ess  lo c a l ; no  re p o rt  on  co rrespondence.
T h ere  a re  11 c h a r te re d  C hap ters, a n d  one U . D. N u m b e r  m em b ers , 

479; n u m b e r e x a lted , 70.
Com p. C harles F . G oodm an w as e lected M . E x . G. H . P ., a n d Com p.

W illia m  R . B ow en, G. S.

N E W  JE R S E Y .

W e h av e  before u s  th e  p ro ceed in g s o f th e N in e te en th  A n n u a l C on-
vocation  o f th e  G ran d  R o y a l A rch  C hap ter o f th is  S ta te , h e ld  on th e  
9 th  o f S e p tem b er, 1875.

M. E x . Com p. J o h n  W o o lv e rto n , G. H . P .
T he G ran d  H ig h  P r ie s t re n d e re d  th e  fo llow ing  decisions, w hich , 

w ith th e re p o rt o f th e C om m ittee on C o n stitu tio n s, a n d th e su b se -
q u e n t  ac tion of th e  G ra n d  C h ap te r th e re o n , w e g ive. W e are  in -
c lin ed  to  ag ree  e n tire ly  w ith  th e  M . E x . G. H . P ., a n d  be liev e  th a t  he  
w as r ig h t  in  h is  op in ions.

d e c i s i o n s .—N o. 1.

N o. 1. T he re in s ta te m e n t o f an  e x p e lled  m em b e r, in  h is  Lodge, 
does n o t re s to re  h im  to  m e m b e rsh ip  in  th e  C hap ter.

No. 2. T he p e titio n  o f a can d id a te fo r in it ia tio n  to  th e  C ap itu la r 
D egree  o f M aso n ry m u s t b e  reco m m en d ed  b y  a t  lea s t tw o  m em b e rs  
o f th e  C h ap te r to  w h ich  h e ap p lie s  for ad m iss io n .

N o. 3. A n e x p e lled  C om pan ion  can o n ly  be re s to red  b y p e titio n  
a n d  ba llo t, w h ich  b a llo t m u s t be  u n an im o u s.

I am aw are th a t h o n es t d ifferences of o p in io n e x is t a m o n g som e of
o u r b es t M asonic m in d s in re g a rd to one o r m ore of th e above deci-
sions, b u t th e y w ere re n d e re d in th e b e lie f th a t th e y w ere good
M asonic law , a n d  i t  w ill n ow  re s t  w ith  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r to app ro v e
o r re je c t th em .

N o. 2.

N o. 1. Y o u r  co m m ittee co n cu r in th is decision , a n d  base  th e  con -
c u rren ce  on  th e  ac tion  o f th e  G en era l G ran d  C h ap te r a t th e  la s t 
T rie n n ia l C onvocation, i t  b e in g  th e h ig h e r  law  to  w h ic h  th ey  bow, 
b u t  y o u r  co m m ittee  can n o t, in  ju s tic e  to  th em se lv es , p ass fro m  th e  
su b jec t w ith o u t e x p re ss in g  th e ir  v iew s, w h ich  th e y  fin d  e n d o rsed  by
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e m in e n t a u th o rity , th a t th e  law , as la id  dow n, is  u n m aso n ic  in  its 
deg ree  o f c h a rity , a n d  u n fo u n d e d  in  ju stice .

No. 2.—Y o u r co m m ittee  app rove  th is  decision, a n d  reco m m en d  its  
adop tion .

No. 3. Y o u r  com m ittee  a re  p leased  to  fin d  th a t  th e  G ra n d  H ig h
P rie s t, in  h is  ad d ress  re fe rs to  th e  fact o f “ d ifferences o f op in ion  e x -
is tin g  am o n g so m e o f o u r  b e s t M asonic m in d s  re g a rd in g  M asonic law ,” 
to u ch in g  these  decisions, an d  th ere fo re  app ro ach  th e  co n sid era tio n  of 
th e  3d decision  w ith  th e  u tm o s t freedom .

Y o u r co m m ittee  re g re t  th a t  th e y  m u s t n ece ssa rily  differ w ith  th e  
G ra n d  H ig h  P r ie s t in re g a rd  to th e  vo te  n ecessa ry  to resto re  an  e x -
p e lled  C om panion . T h e ir  o p in io n  is  th a t  th e  vote w h ic h  inflic ts  th e  
p e n a lty  is  th e o n ly  co m p e ten t v o te  to  re sto re  a fte r p e titio n  a n d  
ba llo tt.

R esp ec tfu lly  su b m itted ,
GEO. B. E D W A R D S ,
W . W . G O O D W IN ,
W. I I .  M c l L H A N N E Y ,

T r e n t o n , S ep tem b er 8, 1875.
T he re p o rt  of th e  com m ittee  w as ad o p ted  as p re sen ted , ex cep t so 

m u ch  as re la te s  to  D ecision No. 3, o f  th e  G ran d  H ig h  P r ie s t , w hich  
w as re jected , an d  th e  decision  of th e  G ran d  H ig h  P r ie s t w as con firm ed  
b y  th e  G rand  C hapter.

Com p. C orson com es fo rw ard  a n d  a fte r  m ak in g  h is  bow  as re p o rte r  
sp eak s  th e  fo llow ing  “  p iece ,” a n d  as he  in tro d u c es  h im s e lf  m u c h  
b e tte r th a n w e can, w e g ive it to y o u :

To the G rand R o ya l A rc h  Chapter o f  N ew  J e r s e y :

I n  p re se n tin g  h is te n th  a n n u a l rev iew , y o u r  R ep o rte r  tak e s p leasu re  
in  an n o u n c in g  th a t  th ro u g h o u t th e  w o rld  o u r  in s titu tio n  is in th e  
v e ry  zen ith  o f p ro sp e rity . P ro m  e v e ry  q u a r te r  com e tid in g s  o f  g re a t 
jo y , a n d  th e  M ystic  T em ple  re so u n d s  w ith  th e  a lle lu ias  o f d evo ted  
w o rsh ip e rs . T he C raftsm en a re  active  a n d  zealous, a n d  th e  R o y a l 
A rch , w h ich  no w  sp an s o u r  co n tin en t, sh in e s  w ith  a  b rillian c y  a n d  
sp le n d o r u n p re ce d en te d  in  th e  h is to ry o f th e  w orld .

Y o u r  R e p o rte r  does n o t in te n d  to  m ak e  a n y  apo logy  o r ex cu se  fo r 
th e  m an n e r  in  w h ich  h is  w o rk  has been  done. I t  w ill p ro b a b ly  b e  
co n sid ered  fit w o rk  to  be  p re sen te d  b y  o n e  w ho  is  n o t in  “  good 
s ta n d in g ” in  th e  M asonic F ra te rn i ty , w h ich  is  th e  co n d ition  in  w h ich  
th e  w r i te r  is  a t  p re se n t placed. I n  fact, i t ’s v e ry  lit t le  “ s ta n d in g ” 
th a t  he  does a t a ll, an d  h e  c e rta in ly  doesn ’t  “ r ise  to  e x p la in  ” n e a r ly
so fre q u e n tly  as he  w as w o n t to do in fo rm er y ears . T h ere  seem s to 
be  considerab le  d iv e rs ity  o f  op in io n  am o n g  th e  m em b e rs  o f h is  L odge 
as to  w h e th e r  he sh o u ld  be  considered  a “fixed l ig h t ”  o r  an  “  im m ova-
ble j e w e l w h i l e  so m e  w ho  a re  in c lin ed  to  be  ir re v e re n t, se t h im  
dow n  as a n  “  a n c ien t la n d m a rk ,”  w h ich  o p in ions a ll seem  to b e  based  
on th e  fact o f h is  fo ndness for re m a in in g  in  one place. H e  can  v e rv  
a p p ro p ria te ly  adop t th e  lan g u ag e  o f  th e  v a lia n t F alstaff, “  e ig h t y a rd s  
o f u n e v en  g ro u n d  is th reesco re  an d  ten  m ile s  afoot w ith  m e .”

W ell, a lth o u g h h e has “ suffe red m an y th in g s o f m a n y p h y sic ia n s,”
w ith no o th e r effect th a n to confirm th e b e lie f th a t

“  A ll th e  D octors in  th e  land ,
C an’t m ak e  H u m p ty -D u m p ty  s ta n d ,”
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s t i ll  lie is no t go ing  to p e rm it h im se lf  to be  co n v erted  in to  a  g ro w lin g  
g ru m b le r . A n d  a lb e it he is  ra th e r  sh a k y  as to legs, s t i ll  h is  h e a r t  has 
lo st no n e of its love for F re e m a so n ry , n o r does he feel a n y less in te re s t
in  th e  good c a u s e ; a n d  he  w ill be  h a p p y  w h ile  h e  h a s  su ffic ien t 
s tre n g th  a n d  e n e rg y  left to  enab le  h im  to w o rk  w ith  an d  for h is  com -
p an io n s , for su ch  lab o r sw eetens so rro w  a n d  assuages grief.

Once m o re  g re e tin g  y o u , C om panions, a n d  co n g ra tu la tin g  y o u  u p o n  
th e  peace, h a rm o n y , a n d  a b u n d a n t p ro sp e r ity  w h ich  b less u s  as a 
F ra te rn i ty ,  w e proceed  to o u r  lab o r of love.

W e w o u ld  s ta te  to Com p. C arson, th a t  w e find  th e  “ b u t t e r ” p ro v i-
d ed  b y  o th ers  so m u c h  b e tte r  th a n o u r  ow n th a t  w e p re fe r  g iv in g  
th a t.

W e  find  h im  lik e  o u rse lv es  ob jec ting  to th e  M assachuse tts  R , A. 
b u r ia l  se rv ice  in  th e  fo llow ing  lan g u ag e  :

W h e n th e tim e sh a ll a rr iv e for o u r b o d y to be co m m itted to its la s t
restin g -p lace , le t su ch re lig io u s serv ices as o u r fam ily m ay w ish be
p e rfo rm ed , a n d th e n le t th e b e au tifu l an d im p re ss iv e L odge serv ice
b e  read , a n d nothing more. W e hope to  be in  good s ta n d in g  as a  K n ig h t 
T em p lar, a t th e  tim e  o f o u r  d eath , a n d  also in  o th e r  a n d  h ig h e r g rad es 
s t i ll  o f M asonry , b u t w e w a n t no o th er M asonic cerem on ies th a n  those  
o f  th e  L odge p e rfo rm ed  a t o u r g rav e . A n d  th is  we a sk  because  w e 
wro u ld  n o t have th e  h u m b le s t  B ro th e r  p re v en ted  from  p a rtic ip a tin g  
th e re in . I f  a n y w h e re  in  th is  w o rld , th en  su re ly  a t th e  g rav e  sh o u ld  
a ll m ee t u p o n th e  le v e l—th ere , a t least, sh o u ld  a ll be equal.

F ro m  h is  co m m en ts  on  F lo r id a  w e e x tra c t  h is  v iew s on u n ifo rm ity  
o f  w o rk , en d o rsin g  th em  in  to to , because  u n d e r  w h a t w e w ere p lease 
to  s ty le  “  t in k e r in g ,” w e hav e  seen th e  C hap ter so “ d is in te g ra te d ” 
th a t  a  m ee tin g  cou ld  w ith  d ifficu lty  b e  h ad , n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e re  
wrere  m em b e rs  an d  officers too w ho  cou ld  fu lly  ap p rec ia te  th e  b e au ty  
o f th e  lessons tau g h t, a n d  w ho  fe lt an  in sp ira tio n  w h ile  w o rk in g , an d  
teach in g  ad o ra tio n  o f th e  G reat I  A m .

Com p. B rig g s declares th a t  “ th e  w a n t o f u n ifo rm ity  in  th e  esoteric  
w o rk  is th e  b an e  o f M aso n ry  in  a n y  ju r is d ic tio n .” W e u t te r ly  r e p u -
d ia te  th is  apo thegm . I n  th e  first p lace ab so lu te  u n ifo rm ity  in  la n g -
uage  is  u t te r ly  u n a tta in ab le . N o tw o m en  can te ll th e  sam e s to ry  in  
th e  sam e w ords. M atthew , M ark , L u k e  a n d  J o h n  a ll  g ive  th e  sam e 
h is to ry  o f th e  M aste r’s life, b u t th e y  do n o t u se  th e  sam e language. 
F o r  tw e n ty  y ea rs  w e have  h e a rd  en th u s ia s ts , h o n est b u t  c razy , ad v o -
cate  th e  n ecessity  o f ab so lu te  u n ifo rm ity  o f “  w o rk ;” w e  hav e  h ea rd  
i t  rep ea ted  o v e r a n d  over again  th a t  u n ifo rm ity  w as th e  v ita l s tre n g th  
to  M asonry  ; wo hav e  k n o w n  G ran d  L ec tu re rs  w ho  hav e  been  a lm o st 
p a ra ly zed  w ith  h o rro r , i f  th e y  h e a rd  a n  “ if ,” “  a n d ,” “  b u t ,” “  to ,”  o r 
“  o r ,”  m isp laced , as if  th e  w hole  fab ric  o f M aso n ry  w o u ld  b e  sh a t-
te re d  th e re b y . W e h av e  som e k n o w led g e  o f “ M n em o n ics,” •“  C usto -
d ian s  o f th e  W o rk ,” “ K ey s,”  “  C iphers ,” & c.; a n d  y e t w e n e v e r  
k n e w , w e n e v e r h e a rd  of, a n y  ju r is d ic tio n  w h e re  th is  w ill-o -th e -w isp  
w as secured . I t  is  r ig h t  a n d  p ro p e r th a t  a  c e rta in  a m o u n t o f u n ifo r -
m ity sh o u ld be o bserved ; b u t w h e n y o u in s is t th a t a b so lu te ly th e
sam e w ords, th e sam e p h rases , th e sam e gesticu la tio n s , th e sam e m o d -
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u la tio n s  o f voice sh o u ld  he u se d  ev e ry w h e re  a n d  b y  e v e ry  one w ho  
does th e  w o rk , y o u  m ak e  m ere  au to m ato n s , c h a tte rin g  P o ll P a rro ts , 
o f th e  officers, an d  c ru sh  the  v e ry  life ou t o f M asonry . I n  p re sen tin g  
o u r  tith e s  o f m in t, an ise  and c u m in  in  su c h  m in o r  a n d  u n im p o r ta n t  
m a tte rs , w e n eg lec t th e  w e ig h tie r m a tte rs  o f th e  law . In  w astin g  o u r 
energ ies in s tu d y in g  w o rds, w ords, w ords, w e h av e  no  tim e to devo te  
to  th e  h is to ry , sy m b o lism  a n d  real sign ifica tion  o f M asonry . L e t us 
see how th is devo tion to “ u n ifo rm ity ,” th is close o b servance o f m in o r
d e ta ils , succeeded in b r in g in g th e b en ig h ted d en izens o f A frica, u n d e r
th e in s tru c tio n of a s k ilfu l G ran d L ec tu re r, to a rea liz in g sense of th e ir
igno ran ce , u n t il  th e y  w ere  e v en tu a lly  led  to

A CH RISTIA N  FRAM E OF MIND.

T h ere w as once a colonial B ishop, w hose see w as on th e coast o f
A frica. H e  w as an  en erg e tic  B ishop, w ho lab o red  nob ly , acco rd ing  to 
h is ow n view s, an 1 no m an g a in say ed h im .

I n  h is im m ed ia te ne ig h b o rh o o d  resid ed  a b a rb a ro u s  t r ib e —th e  tr ib e  
o f th e  C an o o d le-d rum m ers. Y o u  hav e  h eard  of th em . T h ey  w ere  
ido la to rs. T h ey  w ere  a  s im p le  race, w ith  a  p r im itiv e  re lig ion . T h ey  
w e re  a  m ild  a n d  peaceable people, a n d  liv ed  in  perfect h a rm o n y  w ith  
one  ano th e r.

T he B ishop  sa id  (and  v e ry  p ro p e rly )  “  I  w ill co n v ert these  poor, 
b e n ig h te d  h e a th en s .”

H e  e n te red  am o n g  th em , an d  th e y  rece iv ed  h im  hosp itab ly . H e  is 
in d eb te d  to  th em  for teach in g  h im  "the flavor o f  th e  ape, w h ich  to th is  
d ay , is a lw ays se rv ed  in  v a rio u s fo rm s a t b an q u e ts . T here  a re  few  
p lea sa n te r  d ish es th an  ape  s tew ed  in  o y ste rs  an d  po rt-w in e . B u t, on 
th e  o th e r han d , he  fo u n d  th e m  b u t"  little  p re p a re d  to  lis te n  to th e  
b eau tie s  ol th e  re lig io n  he  w as ab o u t to un fo ld  to them .

H e  began  b y  e n te r in g  in to  con v ersa tio n  w ith  th e ir  ch u m , o r  h ig h  
p r ie s t—th e  h ead  o f th e  C an o o d le -d ru m m ers’ faith . H e  found  th a t a t 
su n r is e  th e y  w ere  su m m o n ed  to p ra y e r  by  th e  b ea tin g of a  to m -to m  
o r th e  b lo w in g  o f a  h o rn —“ it does n o t m a tte r  w h ich ,” said  th e  ch u m . 

“  H ow  is th is  ?” sa id  th e  B ishop. “  I t  does n o t m a tte r  w h ic h ? ”
“  I t  does n o t in  th e  least m a tte r  w h e th e r  i t  is a  to m -to m  or a  h o rn ,” 

sa id  th e  ch u m . “  W h y  sh o u ld  i t? ”
“  Oh !” sa id th e  b ishop , “ th is  is a te rr ib le  s ta te  o f th in g s .” A n d  h e

th o u g h t to h im se lf :  “  I t  is use less, j u s t  a t th e  p resen t, to  en d eav o r to 
in cu lcate  th e  beau ties  o f  C h ris tia n ity  am o n g  th is  ig n o ran t, a n d  u n so -
ph is tic a ted  people. I n  th e ir  p re se n t sta te  o f m in d  th e y  w ill n o t 
ap p rec ia te  w h a t I  have  to te ll  th em . I  w ill b eg in  b y  e n d eav o rin g  to 
in s til l a h e a lth ie r m o ra l tone, so th e y w ill m ore re ad ily a p p re h e n d
th e  d o c trin e  th a t  I  sha ll lay  before th em .”

W ith th e p e rm iss io n of th e ir ch ie f h e su m m o n ed th e tr ib e . T h ey
cam e lik e lam bs.

“ Oh ! C an o o d le -d ru m m ers,” sa id  he, “  I  am  pa in ed  to find  th a t  y o u  
a re  in d iffe ren t as to w h e th e r a  to m -to m  o r  a  h o rn  is  u sed  to su m m o n  
y o u  to  y o u r  dev o tio n s.”

“  W e a re  q u ite  in d iffe ren t,”  sa id  th ey , w ith  one voice, “ so w e  a re  
su m m o n e d .”

“  B u t,” sa id  th e  B ishop, “  observe ; i f  a  h o rn  is r ig h t, a  to m -to m
m u st be w rong . So, lik ew ise , it a  to m -tom  is r ig h t, a  h o rn  is o u t of 
th e  q u es tio n .”

“  B ut, w h y ? ” sa id  th e  C anoo d le -d ru m m ers.
“  W h y ? ” echoed th e  B ishop, in d ig n a n tly —“ w h y , o f cou rse  !”
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“ I  see !” said  each C ano o d le -d ru m m er, th o u g h tfu lly  ; and  th e  m e m -
b e rs  o f th e  tr ib e  lo oked  askance  a t each o th er, a n d  each ed ged  aw ay  
from  h is ne ig h b o r. A n d  the  n e x t  d ay  tire tr ib e  w as d iv id ed  in to  tw o 
m ig h ty  re lig io n s factions—those w ho stood u p  for th e  h o rn , a n d  those 
w ho  stood  u p  for th e  tom -tom .

T he ch u m , o r h ig h  p ries t, en d eavored , b u t  in  va in , to reconcile
th em . “  W h y ,” sa id  th e  ch u m , “  sh o u ld  y o u  q u a rre l  on su ch a point?  
Y o u  a re  a ll good m en . Y o u  a re a ll am iab le , su ffic ien tly v ir tu o u s , 
to le rab ly  sober, ch aritab le , a n d g e n era lly  w e ll conducted . Y ou  agree  
on  a ll v ita l p o in ts  o f  y o u r  re lig ion , w h y  d iv id e  on  m a tte rs  o f u n im -
p o r ta n t d e ta ils? ”

“ W h y , in d eed ?” sa id th e t r ib e ; a n d th e tw o factions em braced .
“ S to p !” sa id  th e B ishop. “  I  am  p a in e d b ey o n d  m easu re  to see th is . 

W h a t a re  th e  in g red ien ts  o f a p lu m -p u d d in g  to  th e  sh ap e  o f th e  m old  
in  w h ich  i t  is b o iled ?”

“ N o th in g  a t a l l ! ” sa id  th e  t r ib e ;  a n d  th e y  w ere  again  fina lly  d i-
v ided .

T he B ishop  p e rsev e red . H e  add ressed  th e  h o rn  p a r ty  a n d  sa id  :
“  I  n otice w ith  pain  th a t som e of y o u r  h o rn s  a re  long , an d  som e arc 

sh o rt. T h is sh o u ld  n o t b e .”
“  W h ich  is r ig h t? ” sa id  th e  h o rn  p a rty .
“  I  am  n o t o f y o u r  re lig io n ,”  sa id  th e  B ish o p ; “ so l  can n o t u n d e r -

tak e  to offer an op in ion . Hut one  th in g  is c erta in , if  one is r ig h t, th e  
o th e r is  w ro n g .”

So th e  h o rn -p a r ty  w as d iv id ed  in to  tw o sec ts --th e  “ lo n g  h o r n s ” an d  
th e  “  sh o r t  h o rn s .” A n d  th e  long  h o rn s  h a ted  th e  sh o r t h o rn s  even 
m o re  th a n  th e  h o rn p a r ty  h a ted  th e  tom -tom  p a r ty , a n d  th e  sh o r t 
h o rn s  re tu rn e d  th e  co m p lim en t.

T he B ishop  th e n  add ressed  th e  to m -to m  p a r ty , an d  said  :
“  I  am  g riev ed  to  see th a t  som e of y o u r  to m -to m s a re  lo n g  and  

n a rro w , w h ile o th ers are sh o rt and sto u t. I f i t is r ig h t th a t a tom -tom
sh o u ld  be long  an d  n a rro w , i t  is a  s in  to  u se  those  th a t  a re  o f d iam e t-
rica lly  opposite  fo rm .”

A n d  th e  tom -.om  p a r ty  w as acco rd in g ly  d iv id ed  in to  tw o sec ts—th e  
lo n g -an d -n a rro w  to m -to m s a n d  th e  sh o rt-a u d -s to u t to m -tom s.

A n d  th e  feud  th a t  ex is ted  be tw een  th e  h o rn  p a r ty  an d th e  tom -tom  
w as as n o th in g  c om pared  to th a t  w h ich  ra g e d b e tw e e n th e lo n g a n d  n a r -
row tom -tom  p a r ty  an d  th e  sh o rt and  s to u t tom -tom  p a rty . T he B ishop  
s till  p e rsev e red . H e  p o in ted  ou t to th e  long  h o rn  p a r ty  th a t som e of th e  
lo n g h o rn s  w ere  v e ry  sh a rp  an d  som e flat. So th e long  h o rn  p a r ty  w as 
su b d iv id ed , a n d  becam e th e sh a rp  long  h o rn s  an d  th e  fla t long  h o rns. 
H e  po in ted  o u t to th e  sh o r t h o rn  p a r ty  th a t som e of th e  sh o rt h o rn s 
w ere  cow 's h o rn s  and  som e w ere  ra m ’s h o rn . So th e  sh o rt h o rn  p a r ty  
w as su b d iv id ed , an d  becam e th e  sh o r t cow  h o rn s  a n d  th e  sh o r t ram  
ho rn s.

T he B ishop s ti ll  p e rsev e red . H e  p o in ted  o u t to th e  long  and  n a r -
row  tom -tom  p a r ty  th a t  som e o f th e ir  long  a n d  n a rro w  to m -to m s w ere
h ead ed  w ith  the  sk in  o f sheep  an d  som e w ith  th e  s k in  o f p igs. So
th e  lo n g  a n d  n a rro w  tom -tom  p a r ty  w as su b d iv id ed , a n d  becam e th e  
lo n g and n a rro w sheep -headed tom -tom p a r;y an d th e long an d n a r -
ro w  p ig -headed to m -to m  p a rty . H e  p o in te d  o u t to th e  sh o rt and, 
s to u t to m -to m  p a r ty  th a t  som e of th e ir  sh o rt a n d  s to u t to m -to m s w ere  
b o x ed  in  w ith  w ood a n d  som e w ith  iro n . So th e  sh o r t an d  s to u t 
to m -to m  p a r ty  w as su b d iv id ed  in to  th e  sh o r t a n d  s to u t w ooden- 
b o x e d  tom -tom  p a r ty  an d  th e  sh o r t a n d  s to u t iro n -b o x ed  to m -to m  
p a rty .
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A n d  h e re  th e  B ishop  to o k  b re a th  a n d  re s ted —for b y  th is  tim e  th ere  
w as o n ly  one m an to each su b -d iv is io n , a n d th e  p rocess o f d is in te g ra -
t io n  co u ld  b e  c a rr ied  on  no  fu rth e r .

L e t u s  hope, ho w ev er, th a t  he w as as successfu l in  co n v ertin g  th em  
to  C h ris tia n ity  as h e  w as in  b r in g in g  th em  to a  C hristian  fram e  of 
m in d .

W e hav e  re ad  th is  r e p o rt  w ith  p e cu lia r  p lea su re , a n d  w e hope  w ith  
so m e  p ro fit, fo r th e re  is th ro u g h o u t, a m id  th e  je s ts  an d  j ib e s  and 
ra ile ry  w h ich  i t  con ta in s, su ch  a  con fiden t re liance  upo n  th e  goodness 
o f  th e  G reat One, th a t  w e  feel th a t  o u r  o w n  fa ith  has  b een  s tre n g th -
e n ed . W e e x tra c t  th e  c losing  p a rag ra p h  o f h is  conclusion , h o p ing  
t he e x h o rta tio n  m a y  b e  re ad a n d  h eeded  b y o u r  C om panions :

L e t u s  re m e m b e r, C om panions, th a t  each o f u s has so lem n d u tie s  to 
pe rfo rm , a n d  le t us p erfo rm  those  d u tie s  w ith  a ll o u r  h e a r t a n d  soul, 
o u r  m in d , bo d y  a n d  s tre n g th , for su ch  serv ice  o n ly  w ill be accepted  
b y  o u r  M aster. E ach  has h is  b u rd e n s  to bear, h is  so rrow s to  e n d u re , 
a n d  “ th e  h e a r t  k n o w e tli h is  ow n b i tte rn e s s ;” b u t  how  lig h t  a n d  
an d  tr if l in g  a re  th e y  w h en  com pared  to  th e  re w a rd  w h ich  w ill follow  
w ell-do ing . L e t each o f u s , th en , b e a rin g  w ith  pa tien ce  a n d  re s ig n a -
tio n  su ch  tr ia ls  as m ay  fall to o u r  lo t, be co n stan t in  d u ty , a n d  le t us 
a n d a ll tim e s be re ad y to obey th e M aste r’s call, “ F o llow m e.”

N E W  Y O R K .

T he S e v en ty -e ig h th  A n n u a l C onvocation o f th is  G ra n d  C h ap te r w as 
h e ld  on  2d F e b ru a ry , 1875, M. E . Com p. Thos. C. C assidy , G. H . P .

W e e x tra c t  th e  conclusion  o f th e  M. E x .  G. I I .  P r ie s t’s ad d ress  :

C om panions :—R oyal A rc h  M aso n ry  w as n e v e r in  so f lo u rish in g  a 
co n d itio n  as to th e  n u m b e r  o f  i ts  C h ap te rs and  m em b ers , a n d  a t no 
p e rio d  w as th e re  ev er su ch  a  g en era l d iffusion  o f M asonic k n o w ledge  
am o n g  th e  C raft as n o w  p rev a ils . One o f  th e  d an g ers  o f th e  h o u r, 
w h ich  has p rev a iled  in  som e ju risd ic tio n s , is  experim enta l leg isla tion . 
W e sh o u ld  no t, ind eed , be  opposed  to p ro g ress  in  th e  r ig h t  d irec tion , 
b u t  ex ceed in g ly  cau tio u s to  w eigh  w ell th e  m e rits  o f th e  p ro g ress  
p ro p o sed  before e m b a rk in g  o u r R oyal C raft u p o n  an  u n k n o w n  m ain .

B u t th e  g rea tes t p re se n t d a n g e r is th e p o p u la r ity  o f o u r  in s titu tio n . 
W h en  th e  e n em y  w as a t th e  gate  o u r  se n tin e ls  w ere  ev e r w a tch fu l and  
g u a rd ed . T h ere  is  no  open  e n em y  n o w ; le t  u s  see to  i t  th a t  o u r 
g u a rd s  a re  s t i ll  se t a n d  v ig ila n t, a n d  o u r  cam p-fires b r ig h tly  b u rn in g , 
le s t un aw ares, tre a ch e ry  u n d e r  th e  g a rb  o f f r ien d sh ip  en te rs  o u r 
sac red  p rec in c ts  a n d  w o rk s  confusion  am o n g  us. L e t e v e ry  C om pan-
io n  feel a n d  ac t as th o u g h  th e  safety  an d  ho n o r o f R oyal A rch  
M aso n ry dep en d ed u p o n h is actions, a n d th a t he alone is resp o n sib le
for a n y d isaster. T h en w ill o u r C hap ter be secu re ly g u a rd ed , a n d
good m en a n d tru e alone w ill be fo u n d w ith in o u r citadel.

U n d e r  th e  G reat A rch ite c t o f th e  U n iv e rse , to  w h o m  be a ll th e  g lo ry , 
w e are  in d eb te d  to th e  w isdom  a n d  v ir tu e  o f o u r  fo refa thers for th e  
r ic h in h e ritan c e  w e hav e  so free ly  re c e iv e d ; th e y  h av e  passed  aw ay  
fro m  th e ir  labo rs , a n d  a re in  peacefu l rest. I t  is o u rs  to  p re se rv e  th is  
g lo rio u s legacy , a n d  h a n d  it  u n ch an g ed  a n d u n ta rn ish e d to th o se  w ho 
s h a l l  com e a fte r us. L e t us a ll see to  i t  th a t w e act w ell o u r  p a rts , an d  
are  n o t fo u n d  u n w o r th y  o f  th is  h ig h  an d resp o n sib le tru s t .
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T he b u s in e ss  o f th e  G ran d C h ap te r w as a lm o st ex c lu s iv e ly  o f local 
in te re s t.

T he re p o rt  on  C orrespondence  ap p ea rs  to be  th e  jo in t  w o rk  o f 
C om ps. D. A. O gden, W . B. C h u rch  an d  L . G. H offm an , th o u g h  w e 
p re su m e  w e m a y  sa fely  a ttr ib u te  th e  p ro d u c t to Com p. O gden, as 
C h a irm an . A m o n g  o thers , A lab am a  fo r 1873 is  rev iew ed , in  w h ich  
h e  quo tes lib e ra lly  fro m  th e  ad d ress of th e  G. H . P . Com p. O gden
fu lly realizes th e difficu lties u n d e r w h ic h th e C raft lias lab o red since
th e  w ar, a n d  l ik e  o u rse lv es hopes for “  th e  b e tte r  d ay  co m in g .”

W e copy h is  co m m en ts  on  o u r  o p in io n s in  re la tio n  to th e  action  oi 
th e  G. G. C hap ter in th e  m a tte r  o f th e  G. O. W . W ith  h is  conclusions 
w e agree , y e t  w e confess to a  h o rro r  o f n o v e lty  a n d  in n o v a tio n  in  
th in g s  M a so n ic :

O ver tw e lv e  pages a re  d ev o ted  to th e  re p o rts  .made to th e  M assach u -
se tts  G ran d  C hap te r, on  th e  reco m m en d a tio n of th e  G en era l G ran d  
C hap ter o f th e XT. S., in re fe rence to th e G ran d O m niflc W ord . I t is
q u ite  a p p a re n t th a t  Com p. P i1 Ians is in  fu ll sy m p a th y  on  th is  su b jec t 
w ith th e lead in g m in d s o f th e G ran d C h ap ter of th e o ld B ay State , a n d
n e ith e r he n o r th e y seem w ell p leased w ith th e action of th e G enera l
G ran d  C hapter. W h ile  w e re g a rd  th e  su b jec t as one  fu ll o f in te re s t, 
y e t  w e  can n o t see its tra n sc e n d e n t im p o rtan ce , a n d  feel d isposed  to  
acquiesce  in  th e  action  o f th e  G enera l G ran d  C hap ter. S ta n d in g  in  
tru s t in g  confidence, o r b o w in g  in  h u m b le  ado ration  a n d  in  con fid ing  
fa ith  before  th e  G rea t I  A m , i t  is  n o t so m u ch  m atte r, w h e th e r  th e  
lan g u ag e o r th e  n am e  be  E g y p tia n  in  p ro n u n c ia tio n , o r  S y riac  o r 
C haldaic  in  fo rm . W e seek  a tte r  G od in  o u r  devo tion , a n d  i f w e find 
H im  an d  re v e re n tly  sp eak  h is  nam e it  w ill suffice us, a n d  w e sh a ll 
n o t be d is tu rb e d  ab o u t the  fo rm  of w ord  in w h ich  h is  n a m e  is  g iven , 
o r th e to n g u e  in  w h ic h  i t  is  sp oken . W e w o u ld  n o t say  th e re  is  no 
significance in  th e  w o rd , no  in te re s t  in  th e  r ig h t id iom , o r p ro n u n c ia -
tion '; b u t  th is  w e w o u ld  say  : God is God, b y  w h a tso ev er n am e, a n d  
i t  is  to  h im  w e bow  a n d  w o rsh ip  in  s p ir i t  a n d  in  t ru th ,  a n d  n o t in  
n am e  a n d  form  o n ly —if  th e  su b s tan ce  be r ig h t  th e  shad o w is o f lit t le  
w orth .

I n  h is rev iew  o f N ew  H a m p sh ire  he  advoca tes th e  p ro p r ie ty  o f a  
L odge b e in g  called  off w h en  it  has b u sin e ss  y e t u n f in ish ed , a n d  w h ich  
sh o u ld  be  co m ple ted  as soon as p o ss ib le - T h is u se d  to  be th e  
p ractice , a n d  i t  is  q u ite  re ce n tly th a t  G ran d  B odies a re  ru l in g  th a t  a 
L odge m u s t  a lw ays b e  c losed fro m  one d a y  to a n o th e r. W e hav e  
n e v e r y e t b een  sa tisfied  w ith  th e  reaso n s g iven  for th is  ru lin g , th o u g h  
w e hav e  m e e k ly  su b m itte d  to  th e  “  ed ic t,”

Com p. Jo sep h  B. Chaffee w as e lected  M . E x . G. H . P ., a n d  C hris-
to p h e r  G. P o x , w as e lected  G ran d  S ec re ta ry .

N u m b e r o f C hap ters....
“  M em bers....

E x a lta tio n s
18,894 
. 1,428
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N O V A  SCO TIA .

T he p a m p h le t before  u s  con ta in s th e  p ro ceed ings o f  a  specia l C on-
vocation o f th is G ran d  C hap te r, for th e  p u rp o se  o f co n secra tin g  a 
C h ap te r a n d in s ta ll in g th e officers thereo f, as w ell as those of th e F if th
A n n u a l C onvocation  o f  th e  G ran d  C hap ter h e ld  on  2d J u n e , 1874, o ver 
w h ich  M. E . Com p. S. R . S ircom , G. H . P r ie s t ,  p resid ed .

T h e  G ran d  C hap te r w as in  sess io n  one day , d u r in g  w h ich  i t  com -
p le te d  its  lab o rs—th e  b u sin ess  b e in g  p e cu lia rly  local in  i ts  charac te r. 
I t  seem s to be in  a  p ro sp e ro u s cond ition , a n d  its  su b o rd in a te s  w o rk in g  
w e ll. G od speed th em .

Com p. Gos sip , G rand S ecre tary , m ade th e re p o rt on C orrespondence,
re v ie w in g  th e  p roceed ings o f A lab am a  am o n g  o th e rs . U n d e r M ich i-
g an  fo r 1873, h e  g ives h is v iew s on  th e effect o f su sp en  slon  from  the  
L odge on  C h ap te r m em b ersh ip . I f  th ese  w ere  to  p e r ta in , th e n  th e  
com m on  b o n d  w h ich  is  th eo re tic a lly  said  to  u n ite  th e  b u ild in g , w ou ld  
b e  b ro k e n , o r  as som e o th e r  has said , th e  second  s to ry  w o u ld  be 
ex p ec ted  to re m a in  a fte r  th e  f irs t h ad  been  rem o v ed  from  th e  b u ild -
in g . W e g ive h is w ords :

O ur in d iv id u a l o p in io n  is  th a t  su sp en s io n  from a B lu e  L odge sh o u ld  
n o t affect th e  s ta n d in g  o f a  m e m b e r  o f  a  C hap ter u n til  he  has b een  
tr ie d an d  conv ic ted  on  th e  charges re g u la r ly  p re fe rred  a g a in s t h im  
u n d e r th e  law s g u id in g  C apitu lar  M asonry . I f  such is no t th e cgse, 
th en , w e  fail to  see th e  n ecessity  for a  C o n stitu tio n  an d  L aw s for Capi-
tu la r  M aso n ry  a t a ll, a n d  w h y  th e  en ac tm en ts  o f G rand L odges on  a ll 
m a tte rs  sh o u ld  n o t hav e  fu ll force in th e  C h a p te r ;  b u t w e  h a rd ly  
th in k  th e  C om panions p ro m u lg a tin g  th ese  v iew s w ou ld , a t p re sen t, 
a t a ll even ts, w ith  th e ir  several C o n stitu tio n s in force, a rg u e  for su ch  
a  s ta te  o f  th in g s  w hich  c e rta in ly  w o u ld  e n tire ly  rev o lu tio n iz e  R oyal 
A rc h  M aso n ry  on  th is  C ontinen t.

W e can u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  su ch  en ac tm en ts  m ig h t an sw e r in  E n g lan d , 
b u t  th e  question  assu m es q u ite  a  d iffe ren t aspect w h en  a p p lied  to  R . 
A . M aso n ry  on  th is  side  o f th e  A tlan tic .

Com p. S ircom  w as again  e lected  M . E x . G. I I .  P ., a n d  Com p. G os-
sip , G rand  Secretary .

N u m b e r  o f C h a p te rs ........................................................................................... (>

H e ld its F if ty -e ig h th A n n u a l C onvocation on 9th S ep tem b er, 1874,
M. E . Com p. J . K e lly  O’N eall, G. I I .  P rie s t, an d  from  h is  add ress w e 
q u o te :

T he h is to ry  o f R oyal A rch  M aso n ry  in  Ohio d u r in g  th e  p a s t y e a r 
has  been  ch aracte rized  b y  no  u n u su a l even t. T he C raft have  p u rsu e d  
th e ir  lab o rs  w ith  zeal, an d  w hile  as c itizens th e y hav e  p a rtic ip a te d  in  
th e  ex c itin g  q u estio n s o f th e  day, as M asons th e y  hav e w ise ly  ad h ered

M em bers
E x a lted ...

25(1
44
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to  th a t “  tem p eran ce  a n d  p ru d en ce  ” w h ich  sh o u ld  he  “  the  co n stan t 
p rac tice  o f  e v e ry  M ason,” a n d  h y  w h ich  th e ir  liv es  sh o u ld  be  ch arac -
te rized : a n d w h ile h o n estly e n te r ta in in g th e ir ow n view s, l ib e ra lly
to le ra n t to th e op in io n s of o thers , th e y h av e en jo y ed th e b lessin g s of
su b s ta n tia l peace, a n d  th e  e rec tion  o f o u r  m y stic  tem p le  on  th e  b ro ad  
fo u n d a tio n  o f c h a r ity  a n d  v ir tu e , so w ise ly  a n d  f irm ly  la id  b y  o u r 
fa th e rs, lias ste ad ily  p rog ressed . D ifferences o f op in io n  hav e  occu rred , 
b u t  th e y  have  b een  th e  m an ifes ta tio n s o f an  ea rn e s t d esire  to p ro m o te  
th e g en era l w elfare , p ro tec t in d iv id u a l r ig h ts  a n d  rem o v e  ev ery  
obstacle  to  th e  g e n e ra l h a rm o n y  an d  p u r i ty  o f o u r  b e loved  I n s ti tu tio n .

Com p. S. M. S u lliv an  su b m itte d  th e  re p o rt  on  C orrespondence, 
in c lu d in g th e p ro ceed ings of A lab am a for 1872-’78.

U n d e r  M ississipp i w e find  som e co m m en ts  on  a sen tence  from  th e
6 .  H . P r ie s t ’s ad d ress  th a t  hav e a  sm ack  o f po litics  in  th em , an d  
w h ich look as if  th e  “ b loody  c h a s m ” w as n e v e r  to  b e  filled, n e v e r 
to be  o b lite ra ted , b u t, as occasion allow s, som e ta u n t  o r sn e e r is  to  lie 
u t te re d  w h ich  sh a ll b ru ise  th e  co v erin g  w h ich  w e h ad  h o p ed  w o u ld  
h av e  been  a llow ed  to  g row  o ver th a t  sore , an d  ir r ita te it  ag ain . M is-
s iss ip p i h as p ro d u ced  som e v e ry  ab le  in te llec ts , s ta te sm en , so ld iers 
a n d m asons, a n d to -d ay , am id h e r p o v e r ty a n d h u m ilia tio n , sh e is
s tr iv in g  ag a in st c o rru p tio n  im p o rted , im p o r te d ! n a y , th r u s t u p o n  
h e r , to  re k in d le  h e r  a lta r  fires a n d  b y  se lf  d e n ia l to  p lace  h e rse lf  
w h e re  she  belongs in  th e  M asonic circle . F o r  th e  in fo rm a tio n  o f th e  
C om panions o f o u r  Ju risd ic tio n , w e qu o te  th e  passage, th a t  th e y  m ay  
see th e  fire  th a t  sm o u ld e rs  am o n g  th e  m em b e rs  e lsew here . P o o r 
M iss is s ip p i! D on’t k ic k one w h en  he  is  d o w n :

“  I f  I  h ad  th e  pow er I  w o u ld  conso lidate  sym bo lic , c ap itu la r , a n d  
c ry p tic  M aso n ry  u n d e r  one G ran d  L odge an d  G ra n d  M aste r.”

A n d th e n follow s a  d eclara tio n , th a t  n o  good re su lts  from  su b o rd in -
a tio n  to th e  G enera l G ran d  C hap ter, an d  he  reco m m en d s th a t step s be 
ta k e n  to d isso lve  th e ir  connec tion  th e re w ith .

T h is inconsistency  can  o n ly  be accoun ted  for, in  m y  m in d , th a t  M is-
siss ip p i m a la ria  has a lw ay s im p re g n a te d  th e  m in d s  o f th e  g rea tes t 
an d  w isest m en  w ith  secession, a n d th e n follow s th e  w ild es t schem es.

M y  earlie st reco llec tio n s o f th is  S ta te  w as th e  M ississipp i schem e 
a n d  re p u d ia tio n , w h ich  T h ad  hoped  h ad  passed  aw ay  w ith  th e  fo rm er 
g en era tio n  o f  m en , a n d  am  so rry  to  find  a n y  seeds o i 'i t  in  R oyal A rch
M asonry .

Com p. O’N eal w as ag a in  elected  M. E . G. H . P rie s t, an d  Com p. N es-
b itt ,  G ran d  S ecretary .

N u m b e r  o f  M e m b ers ..................................................................... 8,298
E x a lte d  ................................................................................  603

OH IO.

A t th e  v e ry  la s t m o m en t w e hav e  fro m  th e  post-b o y  the  p roceed ings 
o f  th e  G ran d  C h ap ter o f th is  S ta te  for 1875. T he G ran d  C onvocation 
b e in g  h e ld  on 8tli S ep tem ber, 1875, Com p. J .  K e lly  O’N eal, M. E . G.
II. P ., w ho in h is  add ress  fo rc ib ly  re m in d s  p re s id in g  officers o f th e ir



1 8 7 5 .] A PPEN D IX .

d u tie s  a n d resp o n sib ilitie s  w hen  p laced  in  those  p ro m in e n t p o sitio n s ,
in  th e  fo llow ing  m a n n e r :

I

T he p rin c ip les  o f th e  O rder on  th e  su b jec t o f a ll  in tem p eran ce  an d  . 
excess  a re  c lea rly  defined  a n d  w e ll u n d ersto o d . N o one can  v io la te  
th e  m o ra l law s, "disregard h is  d u ty  to  society , o r  debase  in  h is  ow n 
perso n , th e  d ig n ity  a n d  b e au ty  o f th e  tem p le , e rec ted  b y  th e  S u p rem e  
A rch itec t for th e  in d w e llin g  o f a  h u m a n  soul, a n d  n o t v io la te  th e  
M asonic  law s. Y e t su ch  offenses a re  even  h a b itu a lly  co m m itted  by 
M asons. T he facts k n o w n  a n d  re g re tte d  b y  officers a n d  m em b e rs  ; 
b u t  o u r  law s n o t enforced  ; th e  F ra te rn i ty  suffers, b u t  th e  offender r e -
m a in s  a  m em b er an d  p u b lish es  o u r d isgrace, a n d  h is ow n, b y  a p p ea r-
in g  as a  M ason on a ll p u b lic  occasions. To th e  officers o f o u r  su b o r-
d in a te s  especially , is in tru s te d  th e  re p u ta tio n  a n d  w e ll b e in g  of o u r  
O rder. T h ey  a re  to g u a rd  th e  m o ra ls  a n d  co rrec t th e  ir re g u la r i t ie s  of 
th e i r  m e m b e rs ; a n d  i t  is o n ly  th ro u g h  th em , th a t  th e  a u th o r ity  o f 
th e G ran d C h ap ter a n d its officers can effic ien tly a c t : an d sh o u ld th e y
neg lec t o r d isre g a rd th e ir ob liga tions, i t is upon th e m th a t th e a u th o r -
i ty  o f th e  G ran d  officer m u s t fall. T he n ecess ity  for a  m ore  v ig ila n t 
a n d  effectual su p e rv is io n  o f th e  co n d u c t o f  th e ir  m em b e rs  b y  th e  
officers o f y o u r  su b o rd in a te s  w as p a in fu lly  m an ifes t w h en  re ce n tly  I  
saw a m em b er, a n d  u n til  th e  p re se n t y e a r  th e  H ig h  P r ie s t  o f one of 
y o u r  su b o rd in a te s , g ro ss ly  in to x ic a ted  w h ile  a tte n d in g  co u rt an d  in 
th e  a tte m p te d d isch arg e o f h is p rofessional du tie s , a n d  b e in g  c red ib ly  
in fo rm ed  th a t  su ch  m an ifes ta tio n s w ere  n o t u n fre q u e n t, I  ag a in  felt 
com pelled  to  exerc ise  u n u su a l a u th o r ity , a n d  d irec ted  h is  successor 
to cause  th e  rem o v a l o f so ev il an  ex am p le b y  e ith e r  th e  re fo rm atio n  
o f th e  co m pan ion  o r  h is  e x c lu s io n  from  m em b ersh ip .

T he C om m ittee  on G rievances h av e  n o th in g  to re p o rt, w h ich  show s 
a n h a rm o n io u s  co n d itio n  o f th e  O rder.

C om p. W in . L . B u e ch n e r p re sen te d  th e re p o rt  on  C orrespondence, 
w h ich  p ro v es h im  e q u a lly  w e ll sk ille d  in  th e  u se  o f th e  p en  as th e  
scalpel. H e  rev iew ed  th e  p roceed ings o f  th ir ty -n in e  G ran d  C hapters, 
a n d  som e for tw o  a n d  th re e  y ears, am o n g  w h ich  w e find  A labam a.

U n d e r  In d ia n a  h e  ex p resses  so u n d  v iew s on  th e  su b jec t o f in te m -
peran ce :

W h ile  w e do n o t ag ree  w ith  Com p. P ie rso n on to ta l ab stin en ce , n o r  
th e  te rr ib le  effects o f l iq u o r  on  th e  h u m a n  sy s tem , w e  fu lly  co n cu r 
w ith  h im  w h en  he  opposes th e  in tro d u c tio n o f th e  liq u o r q u estion  in  
o u r M asonic bodies. W hile  w e despise  in tem p eran ce , w h ile  w e des-
p ise  a  d ru n k a rd , w e d e n y  th e  r ig h t  to  a n y b o d y  to te ll u s  w h a t to eat 
o r d r i n k ; a n d  w o u ld  i t  n o t be w ell for som e o f o u r  b re th re n  to  u se a  
lit t le M asonic c h a r ity  in  th is m atte r, a n d  n o t call e v e ry b o d y  w ro n g  
w h o  does n o t su p p o r t th e ir  fanatica l v iew s.

W e qu o te  h is  v iew s on  th e  su b jec t o f ob jection , as i t  is a  q u estio n  
w h ich  has b een  a g ita tin g  th e  C raft o f  la te , a n d  th e  advocates o f b o th  
v iew s hav e  w r it te n  e a rn e s tly  on  it. W e hav e  g iv en  from  y e a r to  y e a r  
th e  o p in io n s a n d a rg u m e n ts  o f C orson a n d  o th ers , b o th  for an d  
ag a in st, a n d  co n tin u e  to in fo rm  th e  com p an io n s o f  th is  ju r is d ic tio n ,
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u n t il a s e t t le m e n t w h ic h sh a ll be g e n e ra lly accep tab le , sh a ll be
a t ta in e d :

T h is  ob jection  q u estio n  h as b een  a  p o in t o f v e ry  m u ch  d ifference o f  
op in io n am o n g th e re p o rto ria l s ta ff ; w e are s tro n g ly in favo r o f th e
r ig h t o f sim p le objection , w ith o u t b e in g com pelled to sta te th e objec-
tions, o r to  p re fe r charges, as th a t  w o u ld  re q u ire  so m etim es th e  o b jec-
to r  to  d iv u lg e  secre ts th a t  a re  confided to  h im . W e sp e a k  in  th is  
m a tte r  from  p e rso n a l ex p erien ce  ; a  g e n tle m a n  ap p lied  to  o u r  L odge ; 
h is  re p u ta tio n  w as g o o d ; h is  s ta n d in g  in  society  e x c e l le n t ; h e  w as 
elected  ; w e rece ived  a fte rw ard  th e  f irs t in fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  app lication , 
a n d  ob jected  to  h im  b e in g  in i t ia te d ; because  we lcnew as his physic ia n  
th a t  h e  w as an  im m o ra l m an.

W as i t  o u r  d u ty  as a  M ason to  object ? W e say  i t  w as.
W o u ld  i t  hav e  been  r ig h t  o f u s  to  s ta te  o u r  ob jec tions a n d  b e tra y  

th e  confidence th a t  h e  h ad  p laced  in  u s ?  W e  w o u ld  hav e  deg rad ed  
o u r  no b le  p ro fession  by so doing .

I f a n y of th e com pan ions, w ho are in favor o f s ta tin g ob jections, o r
p re fe rr in g  charges, can tell u s  how  to g e t o u t o f a  sc rape  o f th a t  k in d  
w e w o u ld  be  g lad  to h e a r it.
No. o f  C h a p te r s ...............................................................................................  —

Com p. R e u b en  C. L e m m o n  w as m ad e  M. E . G. H . P ., a n d  Ja m e s  
N esb itt, G ra n d S ecre tary .

OREGO N.
W e hav e  th e  p ro ceed in g s o f  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r o f th is S ta te  a t i ts  

convocation , h e ld  on th e 11th o f J u n e , 1875, M . E x . J a m e s  R . B ay  ley , 
p resid in g .

T he G. H . P re s t ,  in  h is  ad d ress , co n g ra tu la tes  h is  C om panions on 
th e co n d itio n o f th e craft, “ for, in d eed , w e h av e b een b lessed as a
p ecu lia r  peop le , in  o u r  b e au tifu l S ta te , h a v in g  h a d  a ll  th e com forts 
a n d  favors m o st couJd ex p ec t, a n d  no n e  o f th e  tr ia ls  a n d  tro u b le s  o f  
o u r  less favo red  co m p an io n s.’1

W e find  th a t  he  is an n o y ed  a t the  d iv e rs ity  o f w o rk  w ith in  th e  j u r -
isd ic tio n  a n d  reco m m en d s th a t  som e m eth o d  for th e  p ro p e r d isse m in -
a tio n  o" th e  t ru e  w o rk  b e  adop ted , a n d  th e  G ran d  C h ap ter d e te rm in e d  
to, a n d  d id , e jec t a  G ra n d  L ec tu re r  a t  th is  convocation.

W e g ive  liis  c lo sing  p a ra g ra p h .
F in a lly , m y  C om panions, le t  m e ad m o n ish  you no t to be  w eary  in  

w e ll do ing , n u t to co n tin u e  o u r  beloved w o rk  w h ile  p e rm itte d  here  
on  earth , a n d  so to  liv e  w ith  a  su re  a n d  s tead fast eye  on  th e  
fu tu re , w h e n  th e  tim e  m ay  com e w h en  th e  G avel so u n d ed  h e re  sh a ll 
w ak e us no m o re  to  assem b le  a ro u n d  o u r  M asonic A ltar, th a t  w e 
m ak e  s u re  o f  h e a r in g  th e  w elcom e so u n d  o f th e  G avel fro m  th a t  o th e r  
shore , ca lling  u s  to g a th e r  a ro u n d  th e  a lta r  o f G od’s e te rn a l love, 
n ev e r m o re to p a r t, w h e re no n e b u t th e good a n d th e tru e m a y hope
to g a th e r, a n d w h e re th e H ig h P r ie s t is th e o n ly tru e a u d liv in g God,
th e sou rce o f a ll l ig h t a n d th e G iv er of e v e ry good a n d p erfec t gift.

Com ps. J .  R . B ay ley  a n d  R . P . E a rh a r t  w ere  re -e lec ted  to  th e  
sev e ra l positio n s o f M. E x . G. H . P . a n d  G. S.

“  o f M em bers 
“  E x a l t e d ......

8,475
589
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Com p. T. M . P a tto n , th e  sam e w h o m  th e  G ran d  C h ap ter “  caned,"  
in  to k e n  o f th e ir  ap p rec ia tio n  o f h is  serv ices, conies fo rw a rd  ag a in  
w ith  th e  re p o rt  on  C orrespondence, rev iew in g , v e ry  h an d so m ely , th e  
p ro ceed ings o f th ir ty  G ran d  C hap ters, in c lu d in g  o u rs  fo r 1874.

U n d e r  A lab am a  h e  an sw ered  a  q u e s tio n  p u t  b y  u s  b ecause  w e 
th o u g h t o f th e  inco n v en ien ce  a n d  d ifficu lty  o f ta k in g  th e  reco rd  of 
each C h ap ter an d  th e ir  ex am in a tio n  b y  th e  G ran d  C hap ter. T h is 
m a y  be  no w  w h ile  th e re  a re  no  g rea t n u m b e r , b u t  h a rd ly  a f te r  th e  
su b o rd in a te s  sh a ll hav e  becom e n u m ero u s . T he p ractice , w7e d o u b t 
no t, is  p ro d u c tiv e  o f  good, a n d  to  le t  o u r  C om pan ions in  A lab am a  see 
how th o se o f O regon do th in g s , w e co p y :

A re  o u r  C om panions in  O regon to  c a r ry  to  e v e ry  G ran d  C onvocation 
o f th e  G ran d  C hap ter th e ir  record  o r m in u te  books, as w o u ld  seem  to 
be in d ica ted  in  th e  fo llow ing?

To w h ich  w e an sw er. Y es, su ch w as th e design , a n d  i t  w ill be 
done. T he custom  has p re v a ile d  in  o u r  G ran d L odge for m a n y  y ears , 
a n d  h as b een  com plied  w ith . N o t o n ly  p ro d u ced , b u t c a re fu lly  e x -
am in e d  b y  th e  m o st e x p erien ced  c raftsm en . T he re su lt  is  th a t  o u r  
reco rd s are  a  c red it to a n y  j u risd ic tio n .

W e g ive  h is  v iew s on  th e  effect on  C hap ter m em b ersh ip  b y  re s to r-
a tio n  in  th e  Lodge.

Com p. E m m o n s d o u b ts  th e  ju s tic e  o f th e  ru le  re q u ir in g  a  C om -
pan ion , to p ass th e  o rd ea l o f a  b a llo t in  a  C hap ter a fte r re s to ra tio n  b y  
Iris L odge. Com p. P illa n s  o f A lab am a  co n ten d s t h a t  re s to ra tio n  b y  
h is  Lodge, re s to res  h im  o n ly  to th e  position  o f an  unaffilia ted  C om -
pan io n . W e agree w ith  C om panion  E . a n d  th in k  th e  W eight o f a u th -
o rity  is  on  h is  side.

A s w e  c o n tin u a lly  see so m e th in g  on  th e  su b je c t o f L a n d m a rk s , w e  
g ive  w h a t h e say s on  th is  su b jec t u n d e r  N ew  Y o rk . T h is  w e  do  
because  w e  k n o w  th a t  th e  q u es tio n  o f th e  v a lid ity  o f  ob jec tion  a f te r  
e lection  is a t p re se n t a g ita tin g  th e  Craft, a n d  d o u b tle ss  som e G. H . o f 
th is Ju r isd ic tio n w ill soon be called u p o n to ru le on it.

W e h e a r  a  g re a t deal sa id  a b o u t th e  la n d m a rk s , a n d  e v en  o u r  w o r-
th y  C om panion  in  th e  case before  u s , tak e s  occasion to  say  “  by  s tr ic t  
logic a n d  o b se rv in g  th e  landm arks, th e re  is no  o th e r  ru le  b u t  to stay  
p ro g ress , h o ld  th e  can d id a te  in  sta tu  quo u n t i l  th e  ob jec tion  is w ith -
d ra w n .” N ow , as a n  in d iv id u a l, w e a sk  C om panion  O gden to  p lease  
p o in t o u t am o n g  th e la n d m a rk s as defined  b y  a n y ju r is t  recogn ized  
am ong  th e  Craft, w h e re a  s in g le  re fe rence  is  h a d to  “ objection” a fte r a 
a  u n a n im o u s  ballo t. Com p. A. G. M ackey  e n u m era te s  as la n d -m a rk s  
tw en ty -five , Com p. L ockw ood  n in e teen , a n d  C om p. S im ons f i f te e n ; 
from  th ese  w e lea rn  “ T h a t no can d id a te  can  b e  rece ived  ex cep t b y  
unanim ous ballot, a fte r due  no tice  o f h is  app lica tion , an d  d u e  e n q u iry  
as to h is q ua lifica tions.”

T h is is th e te s t req u ired , and o n ly one th a t w e hav e fo u n d th a t has
th e sem blance o f ju s tic e ab o u t ft. O bjections w ith o u t a ss ig n in g
cause and  p e rp e tu a l ba llo tin g s , c rea te  m o re  d iscord , confusion  a n d  ill-
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fee ling  th a n  a n y  o th e r  th in g , a n d  a re  th e  las t th in g s  w e w o u ld  re so rt 
to to  p ro d u ce  h a rm o n y .

O ur C om panions w ill n o tice  th a t  Com p. O gden sp eak s o f d e m a n d -
in g  a  ballo t, 'when he  objects. N ow  w e a sk  fo r in fo rm a tio n if  i t  is no t
good law , tha t the ballot is invariab ly  secret f  I f  th is  is tru e , a B ro th e r 
ob jec ting , p laces h im se lf  in  a  po sitio n  w h e re  th e  c h arac te r o f h is  
b a llo t is  k n o w n .

W e hav e  p en n ed  th e  fo rego ing  o n  o u r  ow n ' in d iv id u a l re sp o n si-
b ility . O ur G rand  C hap ter has  n e v e r  h a d  occasion to g ive  ex p ress io n  
on th is  q u e s tio n ; b u t  as th e  m em b e rsh ip  is com posed  la rg e ly  of 
ac tiv e  m em b e rs  o f o u r  G ran d  Lodge, i t  is fa ir  to  p re su m e  th a t  sh o u ld  
a n  occasion p re sen t itself, th a t th e  sam e ju d g m e n t w o u ld  be re n d e re d  
as w as g iven  b y  th e  G ran d  L odge, v iz : T h a t a  B ro th e r can  ob ject a t
a n y stage w ith o u t assig n in g reasons th ere fo r ; and as a good M ason we
a re b o u n d b y th is ru l in g u n til rev ersed .

W e th in k  th e  positio n  of th e  G ran d  L odge is th e  co rrec t one.
W e have  before o f ten  in tim a te d  to o u r C om panions w’h a t is  s ta te d  

in  the  a n n ex e d  q u o ta tio n  fro m  C om panion  P a tto n , a n d  w e hope  th a t  
G ran d  C hap ters w ill dev ise  som e p la n  for m ak in g  th e  H ig h  P rie s ts  
e x an jin e proceed ings. I f th e y w ill no t, th en sav e th e p r in tin g of
th em .

H ow  often do w^e h e a r  s im ila r  re p o rts  co n ce rn in g  q u estio n s o f law , 
w h ich  hav e  b een  decid ed  tim e  a n d  again . I f  th e  C raft wmuld devo te  
as m u ch  tim e  in  th e  ex am in a tio n  o f a u th o ritie s , a n d  ev en  th e ir  G rand  
L odge o r G ran d  C h ap ter p roceed ings, as th e y  do in  w ritin g  to  th e  
G ran d  Officers p ro p o u n d in g  th e  q u estio n s ,, th e re  w o u ld  be  a m ark e d  
im p ro v e m en t in  th e  v a rio u s su b o rd in a te s , a n d  th e  lab o rs  o f G rand  
Officers m a te ria lly  lig h ten ed .

T h is is  th e  o n ly  d isco u rag in g  fea tu re  in  th e  p re p a ra tio n  o f  o u r 
re p o rts—afte r la b o rin g  for m o n th s  in  read in g , se lec ting  an d  w ritin g , 
to  k n o w  th a t  so few  re ad  th em , s im p ly  because  th e y  a re  filed aw ay  
a n d  com e to s ig h t o n ly w h en  p ro ceed ings a re  p r in te d . E v e ry  G ran d  
C hap ter sh o u ld  b y  re g u la tio n  p ro v id e  th a t  th ese  re p o rts  sh o u ld  be 
p r in te d  in  advance o f th e  a n n u a l C onvocation, a n d  d is tr ib u te d  d u r in g  
th e  session  to  re ad in g  M asons w ho  w o u ld  ap p rec ia te  th em .

W ith  th ese  notices w e m u s t pass th is  in te re s tin g  re p o rt.

P E N N S Y L V A N IA .

T he u su a l q u a r te r ly  convocations o f th is  G ran d  C h ap te r w ere  he ld  
a t  w h ich  th e  u su a l local b u s in e ss  w as tran sac te d  a n d  th e  A n n u a l 
G ra n d  C om m unication  w h ich  w as h e ld  on th e  28th o f D ecem ber, 
1874, Com p. A n d re w  R obeno, M. E x . G. 11. P . F ro m  th e  a d d re ss  w e 
e x t r a c t :

N in e ty -sev en  C hap ters a n d  th re e  M ark  L odges, in  a ll one  h u n d re d , 
a re  th e  n u m b e r  o f bod ies in  th is  ju r is d ic tio n , w ith  m em b e rsh ip  o f 
te n  th o u san d , o v e r w hich  th e  G ran d  C h ap ter ex erc ises h e r  a u th o r i ty . 
D u rin g  th e  y e a r  v e ry  lit t le  h as tra n s p ire d  to call for a n y  specia l r e -
m ark s . I  hav e  n o t b een  called  u p o n  for a n y  decisions, a n d  conse-
q u e n tly  hav e  m ad e  none . P eacefu l an d  h a rm o n io u s  a re  th e  in -
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ftuences p e rv ad in g  th e  e n tire ju r is d ic tio n , a n d  w ith  b u t  one o r tw o 
ex cep tions, th e  C hap ters are  in  a  stro n g , h e a lth y  an d  p ro sp e ro u s 
state .

I n  th is  a d d re ss  w e  fin d  a  le tte r  fro m  th a t  d is tin g u ish e d  E n g lish  
sea rch e r a fte r M asonic an tiq u itie s , W illiam Ja m e s H u g h a n , from
w hich  w e  m ak e  a sh o rt e x trac t, as follow s :

I n  o u r  n ew  w o rk  w ill also be fo u n d  a r e p r in t  o f  Dr. D ass ig u y ’s 
“  E n q u iry  ” o f  1744, w h ich  co n ta in s th e  first ty p o g rap h ica l re fe ren ce  
to Ito y a l A rc h  M aso n ry k n o w n , a n d  w h ich  is  p r in te d  from  one copy 
be liev ed  to be u n iq u e . T he da te  is  o f im p o rtan ce , as i t  a b u n d a n tly  
co n firm s th e  fact th a t  th e  degree  w as w o rk ed  p r io r  to  1744, an d  w as 
con ferred u p o n P a st M asters.

M y a tte n tio n  o f la te  has been  especially  d irec ted  to  o u r  legends, 
a n d  in th e Freem ason  (E n g lan d ) for N o v em b er 21st, 1874, I  hav e  
g iv en  tw o re m a rk ab le  quo ta tio n s fro m  w o rk s  o r m an u sc rip ts  w h ich  
p ro v e  th a t one  o f o u r  R oyal A rch  leg en d s w as k n o w n  in  th e  fo u r-
te e n th  c en tu ry  (for i t  was th en  th a t  C alistus N icep h o ru s flou rished , 
w ho m en tio n s  the  legebd), an d  i t  is a lso  to  be  fo und  in  p r in t  in  th e  
sev en teen th  c en tu ry . D oubtless, C om panion  M acCalla w ill p u b lish  
m y  com m u n ica tio n  in  h is  v a lu ab le  K eystone, as th e  m a tte r  is w o rth y  
o f co n sid era tio n , and as o u r  re sea rch es a re  n o t  y e t ended , i t  is l ik e ly  
to  be one of a  series.

Com p. W illiam  J .  K e lly  p re sen te d  th e  re p o rt  on  C orrespondence  
h a v in g  am ong  o th e r  p ro ceed ings those  o f A lab am a  for 1873. I t  is a 
long  tim e  now  since  w e  hav e  seen  a n y  th ru s t in g  in to  th e  re p o rts  o r 
p ro ceed in g s a n y o f th e title s o f o th e r rite s . T he a tte m p t w as so
ro u g h ly  a n d  u n sp a r in g ly  h a n d le d  a t f irs t th a t  i t  w as im m e d ia te ly  
ab andoned , b u t  Com p. K e lly  goes for these  title s  in  th is  w a y —u n d e r  
Canada.

W h ere in  h e  sp eak s o f  T . D ouglas H a rin g to n  as 330, a n d  A r th u r  
F le tc h e r as 320 — to be etc., we do n o t u n d e rs ta n d  h im . W e a re  w ill-
in g  to  concede o u r  ig n o ran ce  as R oyal A rch  M asons in  th is  q u a r te r  o f 
th e  w o rld  to  those  h ie ro g lyph ics , i f  th e y  a re  p a r t  o f th e  w o rk  in  
y o u r  G ran d  C hap ters w e sh o u ld  l ik e  to be  posted  th a t  w e m a y  h e lp  
en lig h ten  o th e rs ; i f  th e y  a re  no t, th e y  hav e  no  b u sin e ss  in  th a t  a d -
d ress, an d  w e a re  so rry  to see th e m  o r a n y  o th e r  m a tte r  n o t u n d e r -
stood b y  th e  g re a t b o d y  o f those  to  w hom  th ese  p ro ceed ings a re  re ad  
an d  for w hom  th e y  a re  p rep ared .

I t  is  from  th is  re p o rt  th a t  w e le a rn  so m eth in g  o f th e  G ran d  M ark  
M aste r M ason’s L odge o f E n g la n d  a n d  W ales, a n d  w e a re  free  to con-
fess th a t  w e, th e re in , see n o th in g  w o rth y  o f  im ita tio n .

B elow  w e g ive  h is  co n c lu d in g  sen ten ce  :

W e a re  g ra tified  a t b e in g  ab le  to re p o rt  th e  stead y  an d  h e a lth fu l i n -
c rease o f R o y a l A rch  M aso n ry  th ro u g h o u t th e  w o rld , an d  if w e a re  
p e rm itte d  to read  th e  “  s ig n s ' o f th e  tim es ” a r ig h t, w e a re  s im p ly  on 
th e  th re sh o ld  o f o u r success, a n d  h ow  d e v o u tly  m ay  w e a sp ira te  “ so 
m o te  i t  be !” for, to o u r  m in d , success in  o u r In s t i tu t io n  m ean s h ig h e r 
c iv iliza tion , p ro g ress  in  th e  cause o f h u m a n ity , an d  increased  h a p p i-
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n e s s in m a n y fam ilies. W e hold , a fte r m a n y y e ars ex p erien ce , th a t
no m an can p a r ta k e of th e r ig h ts a n d cerem onies, th e p riv ileg es an d
m y ste rie s  of o u r  In s t i tu t io n  a n d  n o t be a  b e tte r  m an . So le t u s  hope 
th e  tid a l-w av e m ay  se t in  o u r favor s tro n g , a n d  c o n tin u e  its  ro llin g  
u n t i l  th e  e n d  o f iim e.

Com p. R obeno w as e lected  M . E x . G. H . P ., a n d  Com p. J o h n  
T hom son , G. S.

SO U T H  C A R O L IN A .

Com p. A u g u s tin e  T. S m y th e , M. E x . G. H . P ., o pened  th e  a n n u a l 
convocation o f th e G ran d C hap ter on th e 9th o f F e b ru a ry
1875. I n  h is  ad d ress  he  s ta te s :

I  can again  m o st h e a r tily  c o n g ra tu la te  you , C om panions, u p o n th e  
co nd ition  o f th e  C raft th ro u g h o u t th e  ju r isd ic tio n . S ince o u r  las t 
convocation , h a rm o n y  an d  peace have  p re v a iled  in  o u r m id s t, w h ile  
p ro sp e r ity h as  a tte n d ed  o u r  steps. R ip p les  th e re  hav e  been  u p o n  th e  
su rface , b u t  only  r ip p les , ten d in g  b u t  to g ive  fresh n ess to  th e  scene, 
a n d  to b re ak  th e  m on o to n y , a n d  im p a r t  a  h e a lth fu l life a n d  in te res t. 
W ith  fo re ign  ju r is d ic tio n s o u r  in te rc o u rse  h a s  b een m o st p leasan t, 
n o r  has a n y th in g  o ccu rred  to m a r  in . a n y  w ay  o u r  in tim a te  an d  
fra te rn a l re la tio n s .

T he G ran d  C hap ter, a t i ts  la s t  convocation , su sp ec tin g  th a t  cy p h er 
o r o th er b o oks w ere  b e in g  u sed  re so lv ed  th a t  th e sam e sh o u ld  be  
called  in , w h ich  th e  H ig h  P r ie s t  p ro ceed  to  do, a n d  h e  say s th a t he  
w as “ as to n ish ed a t th e m ag n itu d e o f th e ev il, a lth o u g h I h a d reason
to  be lieve  i t  w id e sp read .” H e th en , in  v iew  o f th e  n ecessity  for som e 
m ean s o f teach in g  th e  r i tu a l  su g g es ts a  p lan  q u ite  s im ila r  to  ours, 
b u t  u n d e r  a  d ifferen t n am e. In s te a d  o f th e re  b e in g  a  C om m ittee  on 
W o rk se lec ted  fro m  v a rio u s p o rtio n s of th e  ju risd ic tio n , som e one o f 
w hom  can re a d ily  be  reach ed b y  th e officers o f C h ap ters n e ed in g  in -
s tru c tio n , h e  su g g ests  th e s a m e  th in g  u n d e r  th e  d en o m in a tio n  o f “  C us-
to d ian s o f th e W o rk .”

Com p. J . E . B u rk e p re sen te d th e re p o rt on C orrespondence, c u r tly
n o tic in g  th e  p ro ceed in g s o f th ir ty - fo u r  G ran d  C hap ters. A m o n g  
th ese  w e fin d  A lab am a  fo r 1873.

T h ir ty  C hap ters m ade  r e tu rn s  sh o w in g  a  m em b ersh ip  o f 910 and  
143 exalted .

Com p. S m y th e , w as again  m ade G. I I .  P ., a n d  Com p. M oses, G ran d  
S ecre tary .

T E N N E S S E E .

T he A n n u a l C onvocation w as h e ld  on  th e  4th  o f N o v em b er, 1874, 
M . E . C om p. Jo sep h  M. A n d erso n , G. H . P r ie s t . F ro m  h is  ad d ress  
w e t a k e :

I t  w ill b e  o bserved  th a t  th e  reco rd  I  have  p re sen te d  y o u  of b u sin ess
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done, show s th a t  no  g re a t a m o u n t o f lab o r has fallen  to  m e, a n d  y e t a 
so u n d  g ro w th  o f th e  O rd er is seen  in  th e  e s tab lish m en t o f n ew  C hap-
te rs . I  do n o t k n o w  th a t  too ra p id  a  g ro w th  o f C hap ters a n d  m em b e rs  
is d esirab le . G reat care sh o u ld  be h ad  for th e  m ate ria l selected , a n d  
th e  g re a te s t c ircu m sp ec tio n  sh o u ld  be  ex erc ised  in  th e  fo u n d in g  o f
C hapters, a n d  in  th e  election  o f C om panions. I t  is  a  lam en tab le  fact 
th a t  a ll m en  a re  n o t fitted  a n d  w o rth y  to be  ad v an ced  in  M asonry , 
a n d  i t  is  a  m a tte r  o f re g re t  th a t  v e ry  m an y  of u s  w ho hav e  been  
ad v an ced , fa ll sh o rt o f o u r  d u ty  a n d  ob ligations.

T he p as t y e a r  has been a  h a rd  one in a ll th e  lan d . T he m o n ey  
pan ic , th e  d ro u th a n d  th e  g en era l d estru c tio n  o f  a n d  s ta g n a tio n  in  
business m atte rs , have forced n eed , g loom a n d su ffe rin g th ro u g h o u t
th e c o u n try , and i t is f ittin g th a t B ro th e rs o f “ th e M ystic Tie ” sh o u ld
engage ac tiv e ly in th e g ra n d m issio n a n d w o rk of love, in m in is te r -
in g  w ith  th e  afflicted, re liev in g  th e  d is tressed , a n d  m a k in g  g lad  th e  
h e a rts  o f  those  bow ed  dow n  in  grief.

H e  w ish es som e change in  o u r  M asonic ch ro n o lo g y , w h a t change  
w'e can n o t w e ll g a th e r  fro m  th e  ad d ress , b u t  in  sp e a k in g  o f i t  he 
m ak es som e v e ry  b e au tifu l re m a rk s  on  M asonry , w h ich  w e g iv e :

T he g ra n d  p rin c ip les  o f  M asonry , fou n d ed  as th e y  are, on  e te rn a l 
t r u th  a n d  ju s tic e , a re  in v a r ia b le  and  u n c h an g in g , a n d  m u s t fo rev e r so 
rem a in . O nly  in  th e lig h t and  g lo ry  o f th a t  u p p e r  a n d  b e tte r  w orld , 
to w h ich a ll M asonic teach in g s d irec t us ,w ill w e be able to co m p reh en d
a n d en jo y th e fu ll and u n re s tr ic te d b e au ty an d g lo ry o f th e p rin c ip les
w e a tte m p t to  follow  an d  ex p o u n d  on  earth . I n  th e  p resence  o f th e
“ G rea t I  am  th a t I  A m ,” w^e wdll co m p reh en d  a ll goodness, a n d  a ll 
g rea tn ess . W e do n o t  m ean  to  teach  th a t  M aso n ry  sh a ll tak e , o r does 
ta k e  th e  p lace  o f re lig io n , an  e le m en t w h ich  com es from  on h igh , 
a n d  is in  th e  g ra n d  co m m u n io n  o f sp ir its . B u t M aso n ry  is, a n d  ev e r 
h a s  been , th e  h a n d m a id  o f t ru e  a n d  u n d e filed  re lig ion , w h e th e r found  
in  th is o r th a t  sect, o r in  th is  o r th a t re lig io u s  p e rsu as io n . B eyond  
th e  reco g n itio n  o f a G reat A ll W ise  a n d  O m n ip o te n t a n d  e v e r m e rc i-
fu l  G od, w ho  a d m in is te rs  n o t o n ly  th e  ea rth , b u t a ll C reation , w e do 
n o t  seek  to go fo r lig h t an d  p rin c ip le . I t  is enough . B eyond  th e  
d u tie s  a n d  o b liga tions w h ich  flow from  such  a p rin c ip le , accep ted  b y  
a ll, w e do n o t seek  to  advance. P r in c ip le s  so d iscovered  a n d  p racticed  
a re  g ran d . T h ey  a re  estab lish ed  in  th a t im m o rta l h o u r  w h e n  H e  w ho 
ru le s  all, c o m m a n d e d : “  L e t th ere  be  lig h t, an d  th e re  w as l ig h t .”

T h is G ran d  C hap te r d eclared  th a t one  e x p e lled  o r in d e f in ite ly  s u s -
p e n d ed b y a Lodge, a n d a fte rw a rd re s to red b y th e Lodge, is also
re s to red  to m em b e rsh ip  in  th e  C h ap ter to  w h ic h  he  be longed .

N o re p o rt  on  co rrespondence. Com p. W ilb u r  P . P o s te r , w'as m ade
G. H . P ., a n d  Com p. J o h n  F rizze ll c o n tin u ed  G ran d  S ec re ta ry .

N u m b e r  o f C h a p te rs .................................................................    —
“ M e m b ers ........................................................................................ 4,010
“ E x a lte d ...........................................................................................  207

V E R M O N T .

T he G ra n d  C onvocation  o f th is  G ra n d  C h ap te r w^as he ld  on  12th of 
J u n e ,  1874, M . E . Com p. J o h n  W . C lark e , G. I I .  P rie s t.
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T he G. H . P r ie s t  decided  th a t  “ m em b ersh ip  fo llow ed th e  c o n fe rrin g  
o f th e  d eg rees ,” a n d  th a t  th e  s ig n in g  o f th e  C o n stitu tio n  a n d  B y -L aw s 
w as n o t n ecessa ry  “  to  com p le te  h is  m e m b e rsh ip , an d

To an  in q u iry  as to w h e th e r  th e  n am e  of a  C om panion m ig h t be  
s tru c k  off th e  ro ll o f m em b e rsh ip  o f a  su b o rd in a te  C hap te r for n o n -
p a y m e n t of d ues, X m ad e th e fo llow ing  r e p ly :

“ I f  a  C om pan ion  sh a ll re fu se  to  p a y  th e  d u es to  h is  C h ap te r as 
p re sc rib ed  b y  th e  by -law s he  v io la tes h is  ob liga tion  ; a n d  u p o n  p ro p e r  
proof, a t a re g u la r C onvocaton a n d afte r a d u e tria l, h e m a y be in d efi-
n i te ly  su sp en d ed  a t th e  p lea su re  o f h is  C hapter.

“  S tr ik in g  the  n am e  of a  m em b e r from  th e  ro ll, w ith o u t p ro p e r tr ia l  
an d  conv ic tion  o f th e  offense, is  in ad m iss ib le .”

I n  o u r  ju r is d ic tio n  th e  G ran d  C hap te r h as  h e ld  th a t  i t  is  p e rm iss ib le  
fo r a su b o rd in a te  to  m ak e  a  b y -law  to  th is  effect, ar.d  som e C h ap ters 
h av e  su ch  a  p ro v ision .

Com p. J .  M. P o la n d  p re sen te d  th e  re p o rt on  C orrespondence , am o n g  
o th e rs  re v iew in g  th e  p ro ceed ings o f A labam a. On these  re p o rts  u n d e r  
G eorgia, he  say s :

F o r  o u rse lves, h o w ev er, w e  ack n o w led g e  th a t  wTe d e riv e  no  l i t t le  
sa tisfaction  fro m  le a rn in g  th e  p ro g ress  o f o u r  O ra e r in  o th e r  ju r is d ic -
tio n s  th a n  o u r  o w n  ; an d  w e c e r ta in ly  k n o w  of no  easie r, ch eap er, o r 
m o re  accep tab le  m e th o d  of d iffu sin g  th is  k n o w led g e  th a n  b y  th is  
m eans. A n d  th is  feeling , w e a re  su re , is  g e n e ra lly  sh a red  in  am o n g  
th e  C raft w h e rev e r  d isp e rsed , w ith  th e  possib le  e x cep tio n  of those  in  
G eorgia.

T he fo llow ing , u n d e r  M assach u se tts , on  R o y a l A rc h  b u r ia l  se rv ice , 
is  e m in e n tly  p ro p e r.

O ur M assach u se tts  C om pan ions hav e  adop ted  a  n o v e l p ro p o sitio n — 
no v e l to us a t least, a n d  w e d o u b t n o t i t  w ill p ro v e  so to  m o st o f th e  
C raft—in th e  p re p a ra tio n  o f a  R oyal A rc h  b u r ia l  se rv ice  for use  in  
th a t  ju r isd ic tio n . T he serv ice  is  v e ry  in g en io u s ly  g o tten  up , a n d  
m ig h t be m ad e  v e ry  b e a u tifu l a n d im p ress iv e . W e c e r ta in ly  k n o w  
of no  law fo rb id d in g th e  p re p a ra tio n  o r use  o f a  R o y a l A rc h  b u r ia l  
o r m arriag e  se rv ice , i f  th e  C om panions chose to  do so. To o u r  m in d  
i t is s im p ly a m a tte r o f taste , b u t i t seem s to u s th a t b e tte r tas te w o u ld
have b een d isp lay e d in a d h e r in g to th e o ld p rac tic e o f u s in g th e
M aster M aso n ’s serv ice , in  p lace o f  a d o p tin g  a n y  in n o v a tio n  upo n  
th e  e stab lish ed  usages o f o u r  O rder.

T he re p o rt  is  a  good one, a n d  q u ite  so u n d  in  th e  v iew s ex p ressed  
b y  th e  w rite r , w ho  in  co n clu sio n  m o d es tly say s th a t

I f  th e  m a n y  e rro rs  in to  w h ich  w e  hav e  u n d o u b ted ly  fa llen  a re  n o t 
so consp icuous as to ad m o n ish  th e  G ran d  H ig h  P r ie s t  o f th e  im p ro -
p r ie ty  o f  c o m m ittin g  th is  im p o r ta n t ch arg e  in to  th e  h a n d s  o f one o f 
th e  y o u n g e s t o f th e  C raft in  h is  ju r is d ic tio n , w e  sh a ll be m o re  th a n  
satisfied.
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V IR G IN IA .

H e ld  an A n n u a l C onvocation  on 17th D ecem ber, 1874, w ith  M. E . 
C om p. B. M . H a rr is ,  G. H . P ., w ho  in  h is  ad d ress  s a y s :

T he d iv e rs ity  o f  w o rk  am o n g  th e  v a rio u s  S u b o rd in a te  C h ap te rs 
w ith in  th is  G ran d  Ju r isd ic tio n  has caused  co n sid erab le  inconven ience, 
a n d  in som e cases an n o y an ce , an d  I  can n o t too s tro n g ly  u rg e  upon 
th e  officers o f each S u b o rd in a te  C h ap te r th e  im p o rtan ce  o f a cq u ir in g  
th e  p ro p e r  w o rk  w ith  as lit t le  d e lay  as possib le . M uch has a lre ad y  
been done in som e localities to  re m e d y  th e  defect, th ro u g h  th e  in s t ru -
m e n ta li ty  o f th e  G ran d  L e c tu re r  ; b u t  m u ch  re m a in s  to be done.

T he b u sin e ss  o f th e  G ran d  C h ap te r w as b o th  l it t le  a n d  local in  
in te res t, sh o w in g  h a rm o n y  in  th e  C raft.

M. E . B . M . H a rr is , an d  E . J o h n  D ove w ere  again  p laced  re sp ec tiv e ly  
in  th e  positio n s p re v io u s ly  held  b y  th em , o f G. 11. P r ie s t  a n d  G ran d  
S ec retary .

T h ere  a p p ea r to be th ir ty -se v e n  C h ap ters h a v in g  a  m em b ersh ip  in  
th e  ag g reg a te of 1,027 m em b ers , a n d  106 w ere  ex a lted  d u r in g  th e y ear.

Com p. Isaacs again p re sen te d a sp r ig h tly re p o r t on C orrespondence
“ m ix in g  up  ”  th e  p ro ceed ings, a n d  m a k in g  w hat he  seem s to d e lig h t 
in , a  “  m u d d le  o f i t .”  A labam a, ho w ev er, w e fin d  th e re .

U n d e r  F lo r id a w e find  :

W h e n e v e r a M aste r M ason w ho is also a m em b e r of som e R oyal
A rch C hap ter, sh a ll becom e non-affilia ted , a n d w ilfu lly rem a in so for a
p e rio d of m ore th a n one y ear, he sha ll be co n sid ered su sp en d ed from
liis C hap ter, u n t i l  h e  sh a ll hav e  becom e affiliated  w ith  so m e  p a r tic u la r  
Lodge.

W ith  deference w e th in k  th e  G ra n d  C h ap ter in  e rro r. O ur o rg a n i-
zation  is  a  v o lu n ta ry  one. N o one sh o u ld  be  fo rced  to re ta in  m em - 
sh ip  in  e ith e r  o f th e  O rders, b u t  l ik e  a ll o th e r  v o lu n ta ry  o rgan izations, 
fou n d ed  u p o n  th e  im m u ta b le  p rin c ip le s  o f t r u th  a n d  ju s tic e , ho sh o u ld
be e n title d  th h is ow n e lection , w h e th e r  one, o r  a ll  o r n o n e  sh o u ld  
cla im  h im . A ll w e ll in fo rm ed  M asons k n o w  th e  p e n a ltie s  for n o n -
affilia tion , a n d  are  p re su m ed  to  be  capab le  o f ju d g in g  a n d  ac tin g  for 
them se lv es .

A llu d in g to o u r co p y in g a g re a t deal in re la tio n to “ th a t h u m b u g ,” '
th e  T e trag am m ato n , ho says, “  for th e  sak e  o f th e  C raft, do  to r  G od’s 
sak e  le t th e  tilin g  a lo n e ,”  a n d  w e confess th a t  w hen  wo saw  o u r  re p o rt  
in  p r in t  w e th o u g h t so too. B u t in  th e  v e ry  l im ite d  tim e  h ad  fo r its  
p re p a ra tio n  w e cou ld  n o t rev iew , a n d  it  w as se n t ou t, a n d  w e  th in k  
in d isc ree tly .

Com p. Isaacs w an ts  no  m ore  fu n e ra l serv ices, b u t  th in k s  one su ffi-
c ien t for th e  dead , w h ile  th e  liv in g  su re ly  d o n ’t  d esire  a n y  m ore.

W e  conclude  th is  rev iew  b y  e x tra c tin g  h is  re m a rk s  o n  th e  leg a lity  
of th e  fo rm aiion  o f th e  G ran d  C h ap ter o f W es t V irg in ia , o f  w h ich  wo 
n e v e r  e n te r ta in e d  a  d o u b t, b u t  w hose recogn ition  b y  K an sas w as

6 .
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co u p led  w ith  th e  co n d itio n  “ w h en ev e r th ey  sh a ll p lace th e m se lv e s  
u n d e r  th e  fo ste rin g  care  o f th e  G. G. C h ap te r.”

T he G ra n d  C h ap te r o f V irg in ia  w as o rg an ized  in 1808. P re v io u s ly  
to th a t y ear, a n d in d ee d to th e p re se n t m o m en t, th e law w as an d i s :

Ef T he m em b e rs  o f th e  G ran d  L odge a n d  o f  a ll w a rra n te d  L odges 
w ith in  th e ir  ju risd ic tio n , so fa r as th e y  h ay e  ab ilitie s  a n d  n u m b e rs , 
h av e  a n  u n d o u b ted  r ig h t  to  exerc ise  a ll deg rees o f th e  A n c ien t Craft, 
a n d  co n seq u en tly  th e  R oyal A rch  ; b u t  no M ason o f  a n y  d e n o m in a -
tio n  can h o ld  a n y  L odge w ith o u t w a rra n t for th e  p lace w h e re  held .

T h a t law  h as n e v e r b een  repealed . I t  is  n o t p ro b ab le  th e  G ran d  
L odge w ill e v e r a sse rt its  a u th o r i ty ; b u t  th a t  does n o t change th e  
courtesy  th ro u g h  w hich  th e  G ran d  C h ap te r co n tro ls  th e  degrees. It 
is w ith in  th e  M asonic reco llection  o f th e  p re se n t w rite r , w h en  efforts 
w ere  co n stan tly  a n d  p e rs is ten tly  m ade  y e a r a fte r y e a r  b y  som e of the  
m o st e lo q u en t a n d  in f lu e n tia l m em b e rs  o f  th e  G ra n d  C h ap te r to  
in d u ce  i t  to becom e a m em b e r o f th e  G enera l G ran d  C hap ter, so p e r -
s is te n tly  w as i t  p ressed , as to cause an  a n n u a l d is tu rb an c e  o f th e  peace 
a n d  h a rm o n y  o f th e  d e lib e ra tio n s o f  th e  B ody. B u t th a t  sou rce  of 
c rim in a tio n  a n d  re c rim in a tio n  w as con sig n ed  to th e  to m b  of th e  
C apulets in  1853, th e re  to  re m a in  u n til  th e  la s t  tru m p  sh a ll sound . 
D u rin g th e re ce n t w a r efforts w ere m ade to estab lish a G enera l G ran d
C h ap ter for th e C onfedera te S tates. V irg in ia , co n sis ten tly w ith h e r
p as t h is to ry , took v e ry decided g ro u n d s ag a in st it, a n d w as one of th e
in s tru m e n ts  in  i ts  defeat. W o p re su m e it  w ill be conceded, w ith o u t 
fu r th e r  te s tim o n y , th a t th e  G enera l G ran d  C h ap ter w as fo rm ed  in  
1797, as a  B ody  for th e  gov ern an ce  o f th e  N ew  E n g lan d  S ta tes o n ly  ; 
th a t  i t  d isch arg ed its  fu n c tio n s as such u n t i l  1799, w h en  i t  chan g ed  th e  
ch a rac te r  o f its  o rg an ization , b y reso lu tio n , to a  G enera l G rand  C hap-
te r  o f th e  U n ited  S ta tes, to m ee t th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f an  ap p lica tio n  
fro m  S o u th  C aro lina  for a  C harte r, an d  a t th e  sam e tim e  to  ta k e  con-
c u rre n t ju r is d ic tio n  o n ly  w ith  G ran d  C hap ters th e n  in  ex is ten ce  an d  
o v e r su ch  o th e rs  as m ig h t be  fo rm ed , w hose  jra te rn ity  w as to  such  
G ran d  C hap ters. P ro m  y e a r  to  y e a r  i t  has  in c reased  its  p o w e r s ; 
w h e th e r  for good o r ev il, i t  is no t o u r  p re se n t p u rp o se  n o r  b u sin e ss  to 
d iscuss. E ffo rts  have  been  m ad e  by som e o f its associate  G rand  C hap-
te rs  to w ith d raw , b u t  th e  “ d isc ip lin e  ” has b een  ap p lied  w ith  such  an  
u n sp a r in g  h a n d  a n d  trem en d o u s  p o w er (r ig h t o r w rong), th a t, o u r 
im p re ss io n  is, th e y  h av e  a ll r e tu rn e d  to  th e ir  a lleg iance—d isp lay in g  
cou n ten an ces, w e im ag in e , as ra d ia n t a n d  c h ee rfu l as th e  fox had  
w h en  h e  tr ie d  to m ak e  h is  frien d s  believe  a c u rta ile d  ta il  w as fash ion -
able. W e m ean  no  d isre sp ec t by  th e  co m parison . O ur p u rp o se  b e in g  
s im p ly  to p re sen t o u r  v iew  of th e  lega l s ta tu s  o f W est V irg in ia  as a 
linea l descen d an t o f V irg in ia , a n d  as th e  L odges (C hap ters), fo rm in g  
th e  G ran d  C hap ter o f V irg in ia  long  an te -d a te  th e  G en era l G rand  
C hap ter, a n d  a ll th e  C h arte rs in  W est V irg in ia  w ere  d e riv ed  fro m  th e  
p a ren t stock , no  fu r th e r  reco g n itio n  sh o u ld  be deem ed  n ecessa ry  to 
e stab lish h e r in “ th e hou seh o ld of fa ith ” a m o n g a ll th e peop les o f th e
w o rld th a n th e action o f V irg in ia in th e p rem ises . E n te r ta in in g these
v iew s, w e rep ea t, w ith o u t “ p re ju d ice ,” b u t as th e con v ic tio n s—th e
h o n est con v ic tio n s—of o u r h earts , th e adv ice g iv en b y o u r th e n M ost
E x c e lle n t G ran d  H ig h  P r ie s t  to th e  G ran d  C h ap te r o f W es t V irg in ia  
as “ m o st a d m irab le ,”  a n d  “ fu ll o f p rac tic a l w isdom  an d  com m on  
sen se ,” to w i t : “ One tilin g  I w a rn  you  ag a in st, a n d  th a t is th e  sed u c-
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tiv e  in flu en ces w h ich  m ay  in d u ce  y o u  to becom e a m em b er o f tho G en -
e ra l G ra n d  C hap ter, for th is  w ill be  to g ive  up , in  p a r t  a t least, y o u r  
so v e re ig n ty . I t  w ill d iv id e  y o u r  pow ers, in te rfe re  w ith  y o u r  ivork 
b y  d e p r iv in g  y o u  o f  th e  C ouncil degrees, a n d  re n d e r  y o u  a  su b o rd i-
na te  llo d y .” T ak e  heed  to o u r  advice, d a u g h te r.

W IS C O N S IN .

W e hav e  th e  p ro ceed ings o f th e  tw en ty -fifth  a n n u a l convocation  
h e ld  on  16th F e b ru a ry , 1875,C o m p . J .  H . E v an s , M. E . G. I I ,  P rie s t.

W e find  n o th in g  o f g en e ra l in te re s t  in  tho  p ro ceed ings o f th e  G rand  
C hap ter. C om panions J .  H . E v an s  a n d  J o h n  W . W o o d h u ll w ere 
re sp ec tiv e ly  re-e lec ted  M. E . G. II . P r ie s t ,  a n d  E . G ran d  S ecre tary .

C om p. .T. P . C. C o ttrill again p re sen te d th e re p o rt on co rresp o n -
dence, a n d  w e th e re  fin d  ou rs . In  th is  he  w e ll sta te s  th e  v a lu e  o f  these  
re p o rts , a n d  w e believe  th a t from  those a  so u n d e r  v iew  o f m ason ic  
law , an d  Tjetter an d  m ore  re liab le  in fo rm a tio n  in  re la tio n  to m ason ic  
h is to ry  and  m oo ted  q u es tio n s  th a n  can  b e  found  in  th e  sam e space 
an y w h ere . W e w ell re m e m b e r  th e  g ra d u a l changes w h ich  hav e  been  
w ro u g h t in  th e  decisions o f  G ran d  C hap ters on  m a n y  d isp u ted  p o in ts  
a n d th e stead y ap p ro ach to one ru le o f action , all, as w e th in k , p ro -
du ced  b y  these  rep o rts . A n d  w e a re  sa tisfied th a t he  w ho  occupies 
th e  E a s t in  a  C hap ter w ho  w ill c o n sta n tly  re ad  these  re p o rts  m ade  to 
h is  G ran d  C hap ter, w ill se ldom , if  ever, tro u b le  th e  51. E . G. II. P rie s t 
w ith  any  o f th e  in n u m e rab le  q u estio n s a n n u a lly  p u t, an d  w h ich  
o u g h t to be decided  b y  th e  I I .  P . o f th e  C hap ter w ith o u t delay .

In  a llu sio n  to G ran d  V isfla lions he  says :

No b e tte r  o r m ore  u se fu l p ractice  ex is ts  th an  th a t w hich  p re v a ils  in  
som e ju r isd ic tio n s , a n d  w h ich  o u g h t to p rev a il e v e ry w h e re , o f h a v -
in g  e v e ry  su b o rd in a te  v is ited  officially  once a t least each y e a r by  
som e one of th e  G ran d  officers. I t  does n o t in v o lv e  ju n k e t in g  o r 
b an q u e tin g , b u t  i t  does re v iv e  in te res t, s tim u la te  e x e rtio n , in c ite  
a m b itio n  and  increase  M asonic zeal.

( '(IN C LU SIO N .

T h u s  C om panions have  w e d isch arg ed  th e  d u tie s  d ev o lv in g  u p o n  
us, w h e th e r i t sh a ll p ro v e accep tab le to you , w h e th e r y o u w ill d e riv e
a s m u ch  in s tru c tio n  from  o u r lab o rs  as w e  have  from  tho lab o rs  o f
o th e rs  d ep en d s g re a tly upon  th e  sp ir i t  in  w hich y o u  app roach  th e  p e -
ru sa l as w e ll as u p o n  th e  s k il l  a n d  ju d g m e n t d isp lay ed  b y  us. W e 
h av e  co n sc ien tio u s ly  a tte m p ted  to d ischarge  o u r  d u ty .

W h ile  a lm o st in  con v ersa tio n  w ith  o u r  confreres, we have  been  
fo rcib ly  re m in d ed , th a t  life is u n stab le , flee ting  as a  shadow . E v e ry  
w h e re  a lo n g  th is  jo u rn e y  in  o th e r  ju r is d ic tio n s  have  w e seen  m o n u -
m en ts  to  d ep arted  w o rth , e v e ry w h e re  have  w e b een  re m in d ed  th a t  w e 
m u s t hasten  to seek  a place in th a t  “  T em ple  n o t m ade  w ith  han d s 
e te rn a l in  th e  heav en s,”  for th is is no t o u r a b id in g  place. Peace  be  to
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th e  a shes o f o u r  d e p a rted  co m pan ions a n d  m ay  th e ir  v ir tu e s  be  e m u -
la ted  b y  us.

C om p. L ew is, o f  C onn ec ticu t has  w e ll sa id  th a t  “ t r u e r  ta le n ts  a n d  
c irc u m s ta n c e s” m u st be in co n ju n c tio n to m a k e a good re p o rte r , an d
Com p. K e lly , o f P e n n sy lv a n ia , says th a t  a lth o u g h  w e d ep recate  
c h an g in g  o f re p o rte rs , w e  th in k  th e  p ro p e r  w ay is  to  e lect som e com -
p an io n  w ith  th e  a b il i ty  n ece ssa ry  to  p re p a re  th e  r e p o r t s ; th e  tim e  to 
sp a re  to  dev o te  to  i t ; a n d  th e  d isposition  to  feel h o n o red  b y  th e  p r iv i-
lege, an d  th en  ho ld  on  to  h im , h o p in g  th a t  he  w o n ’t re sig n , an d  m ay  
n e v e r  d ie. T hese  qua lifica tio n s w e  a lso th in k  re q u is ite , a n d  as w e 
feel th a t  w e do n o t possess th em , a n d  th a t  th e  in te re s t  o f  th e  G rand  
C h ap te r o f A lab am a  m ay  be  e n h an ced  b y  a change , w e  hope  th a t  th e  
in co m in g  G. II . P r ie s t  w ill fin d  som e m ore  su itab le  p e rso n  to se rv e  
y o u  for th e  fu tu re .

D u rin g  th e y e a rs  th a t w e  have  se rv ed  th is  G ran d  C h ap te r w e are  
n o t aw are  o f  h a v in g  sa id  a u g h t th a t sh o u ld  g riev e . W e k n o w  th a t i t  
lias b een  o u r  d esire  to e x p re ss  f irm ly , b u t  M aso n ically  o u r  op in ions, 
and  w e  hope  th a t  none  hav e  b een  ag g rieved . I f th e re  b e  an y , to  th em  
w e m ak e  th e  am en d e  M ason ique , a n d  hope th a t  sh o u ld  w e  m ee t, w e  
m a y m ee t a n d p a r t as b ro th e rs . W e w ould u rg e u p o n th e H ig h
P r ie s ts  o f o u r  C h ap ters p a r tic u la r ly  a care fu l p e ru sa l o f these  rep o rts , 
k n o w in g  fu ll  w ell th a t  th e y  w o u ld  be  in s tru c te d  as w e ll as in te re s tin g , 
a n d  th a t  th e  M. E . G. H . P r ie s t  w o u ld  be  sav ed  th e  n ecessity  o f con-
s ta n tly  ru l in g  on q u estio n s p re v io u s ly  decided .

To th e  M . E . G. C h ap te r o f  A lab am a  o u r  th a n k s  a re  d u e  for th e ir  
c o n tin u ed  confidence  in  us, a n d  fo r th e ir  c h a r ity  to w ard s o u r  re p ea te d  
sh o r t com ings.

R esp ec tfu lly  su b m itte d ,
P . J .  P  I CLANK, 

C hairm an .

W hereas, A  suffic ien t n u m b e r  o f C h ap te rs  in  th e  S ta te  o f Colorado, 
d id  on th e  11th o f M ay, 1875, “  o rgan ize  ” an d  “  c o n stitu te  ”  in  a lega l 
an d  p o p e r m a n n e r  a  G ran d  C h ap te r for th e  S ta te , there fo re :

Resolved, T h a t th e M . E . G ran d C hap ter o f th e S ta te o f A labam a,
m o s t co rd ia lly  ex te n d s  th e  r ig h t  h a n d  o f  fe llow sh ip  to th e  M . E . 
G ran d  C h ap te r o f th e  S ta te  o f Colorado, a n d  h e a r tily  w elcom es h e r  to
th e  G ran d  co n ste lla tio n  o f sis te rs , an d  p ra y s th a t h e r  cat e er m a y  be 
lo n g an d  usefu l am o n g  m en .
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Grand Secretary’s Annual Report.

G R A N D  S E C R E T A R Y ’S O F F IC E .
M o n tg o m e ry , A d a ., D ecem ber 7, 1875. 

To the M . E x . G rand Chapter o f  A la b a m a  :

M y accoun t fo r th e  e x p ir in g  M asonic y e a r  is  h e re w ith  su b m itte d . 
T h e  u n e x p e n d e d  ba lan ce  o f th e  c o n tin g en t fu n d , a n d  th e  a m o u n ts  
rece ived  for b ack -d u es have b een  paid  o v e r to  th e  -G rand T re a su re r , 
an d  h is  rece ip ts  a re  h e re w ith  inclosed .

A il o f w h ich  is re sp ec tfu lly  su b m itte d ,
D A N IE L  S A Y R E ,

G ran d  S ec re tary .
G r a n d  C h a p t e r  o f  A l a b a m a ,

I n  account w ith D A N I E L  S A Y R E ,
G rand  Secretary.

1874. OR.
Dec. 8. B y d u es a t th is G ran d C onvocation $1,133 .00
Dec. 23. “  a m o u n t o f  C o n tin g en t F u n d   000 00

1875.
F eb . 22. B v Jefferson , No. 81 for d u e s ........................ 8 28 50
M ar. 1. “ “ “ “ 21 00 49 50

81,782 50
1874. DR.

D ec. 23. To p a id  G ra n d  T re a su re r ...............No....1...... 1,133 00
1875.

A pl. 16. To p a id B a rre tt & B ro w n “ 2 184 00
A pl. 15. “ “ P o s ta g e “ 3 30 00
J u n . 14. “ “ C en tra l C hap ter, N o. 64.. “ 4 9 75
A ug. 11. “  “  D. B. H o w ell & & o   “  5 .....  128 35
Sep. 22. “  “ C. P a ra v ic in i   “  0..... 21 50
Sep. 25. “ . “  A . M . K e n n e d y   “  7  5 00
Sep. 28. “  “  D. B. H o w ell <fc Co  “  8..... 18 10
Sep. 28. “  “  W a rn e r  & S o n .....................  “  9 ....  1 50
Oct. 1. “  “  B a rre t t  & B ro w n ...............  “  10....  9 00
N ov. 10. “  “  E x p re s sa g e ............................  1 00
N ov. 10. “  “  G ran d  T re a s u re r ................  241 30 1,782 50

M o n t g o m e r y , D ecem ber 7, 1875.
D A N IE L  S A Y R E ,

G ran d  S ecre tary .
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Grand Treasurer’s Annual Report.

W IL L IA M  II . D IN G L E Y , G r a n d  T r e a s u r e r ,
I n  account with the G rand Chapter o f A la b a m a .

1874. D R.
Dec. 8. To B a lan ce ........................................  $ 633 90
Dec. 23. “  rece iv ed  o f G ran d  S e c re ta ry ..................  1,133 00

1875.
N ov. 10. To rece ived  o f G ran d  S e c re ta ry  241 30 2,008 20

1874. CR.
Dec. 10. B y  C om m ittee  o n  W o rk , L . W . Je n k in s ..  42 00
Dec. 10. “  “  “  J . I I .  Johnson.... 35 00
Dec. 10. “  C om m ittee  on F o r. Cor., P . J .  P illans.. 150 00
Dec. 11. “  G ra n d  S e n tin e l.............................................  15 00
Dec. 11, “  G ran d  T re a su re r     100 00
Dec. 23. “  G ran d  R eco rd e r, S a la ry   400 00
Dec. 23. “  G ran d  R eco rd e r, C o n tin g en t  600 00

“  B a lan ce   666 20 2,008 20"
M o n t g o m e r y , A la . ,  D ecem ber 7th, 1875.

W IL L IA M  II . D IN G L E Y ,
G ran d  T rea su re r .



► -875.] A PPEN D IX . 87

Report on Finance.

To the M . E x. G rand  Chapter o f  A la b a m a :

Y o u r  C om m ittee  on  F in a n ce  hav e  ex am in ed  th e  re p o rts  an d  
v o u ch ers  o f  th e  R . E x . G ran d  T re a su re r , a n d  th e  R . E x . G ran d  
S ec re tary , a u d  h eg  leave to  re p o r t  th a t  th e y  fin d  th e  sam e correct.
T he ba lan ce  in  th e  T re a su ry  o f the  G ran d  C h ap te r on th e

7th d a y  o f D ecem ber, 1875, is .............................................. i.......GOG 20
A m o u n t o f  d u es  fro m  S u b -C h a p te rs ............................................  1,182 50

T o ta l.......................................................................................................... .$1,848 70

Y o u r C om m ittee  reco m m e n d  th e  fo llow ing  a p p ro p ria tio n s  to m ee t 
th e  n ecessa ry  a n n u a l ex p en ses  o f th e  G ra n d  C hap ter, to  w i t :
To C om panion  W illiam  TI. D ing ley  fo r sa la ry  as R . E x .

G ran d  T re a su re r for th e  p a s t M asonic y e a r .. ,$  100 00
To C om panion  D an ie l S ay re  for sa la ry  as R . E x . G ran d

S e c re ta ry ..................................................................................... 400 00
To C om panion  P a lm e r  J . P illa n s fo r se rv ices a n d  e x p en ses  as

C h a irm an  o f C om m ittee  o n  F o re ig n  C o rrespondence   150 00
A s a  co n tin g en t fu n d  in  th e h an d s  o f th e  G ran d  S ec re ta ry  Im-

p rin tin g , in c id en ta l expen ses, e tc   500 00

T o ta l.....................................................................................................   91,150 00
A ll o f w h ich is fra te rn a lly su b m itted .

JO H N  W . G A R R ISO N ,
C hairm an .
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Names and Numbers of Chapters,
W ith th e n u m b e r o f m em b ers , am o u n t of d u es p a id to th e G ran d

C hap ter, an d  th e  n u m b e r  o f those  advanced , p re sid ed , rece iv ed  a n d  
ack n o w led g ed , ex a lted , affiliated , re jec ted , a n d  d im itte d , since  last 
r e tu rn .
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1 T uscaloosa .......................... 41 $57 00 2 2 4 3 g
5 E u n o m ia ............................ 1
6 C y ru s .................................... 30 22 50 2 9

111 T u s c u m b ia ........................ 41 30 75 1
13 G a in e s v ille ....................... 15 00 3 g 4 4 1
17 W e tu m p k a ........................ 19 14 25 4 4 4 4 2
1!) M o u n t M o riah .................. 510
■>(l L iv in g s to n ......................... 80 41 25 3 3 g 3 3
•’1 M o b ile ................................. 40 34 50 0 9 9 9 1 |
22 M o n tg o m e ry .................... 50 42 00 1 1 1 3
83 T allad eg a ............................ ‘>7
24 E u fau la ................................ 81 23 25 4 4 5 •8 2 1
85 C o u r t la n d .......................... 48 32 25 1
26 U n io n .................................. 10 12 00
23 S a in t J o n n ’s ...................... 4K 36 00 1 4
30 Ja m e s  P e n n ...................... 29 21 75 1
38 F u l to n .................................. 10 7 50
35 Ja m e s  L . D an ie l.............. 15 11 25 1
37 C oncord .............................. 22 16 50 3 3 g 3 1
40 C am den .............................. 21 15 75 1
44 C h octaw ............................. 27 75 3 3 3 3 2
63 C lay ton ................................ 81 21 75 1 1 o 2
64 C en tra l................................. 18 0 75 1
65 R u sse ll................................ 28
66 A la b a m a ............................ 84 25 50 4
67 F a r r io r v i l le ...................... 14 10 50
70 Choctaw  C o rn e r .............. 12 9 00
71 L a n d m a rk .......................... 45 33 75 3 3 2 3 2 1
72 M id w a y .............................. 10 12 00
76 E ly  to n ................................. 21
78 D a n v ille .............................. 26 41 50 3 3 g 3 1
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N A M E S  A N D  N U M B E R S  O P C H A P T E R S —Co n t i n u e d .

80!
81
83
84
85 
87 
00 
91
93
94 
96 
98

100
102
103

N am es o f C hapter.

L o a c h a p o k a .........
Je ffe rso n .................
B e ll..........................
C a r ro ll to n .............
G aston .....................
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NOTICE TO SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS.

Officers o f S u b o rd in a te C h ap te rs , a n d esp ecia lly  H ig h  P r ie s ts  an d
Secretaries, a re  re q u es te d  to  ta k e  p a r tic u la r  n o tice  o f th e  fo llow ing  :

“ A n y  C h ap te r u n d e r  th e  ju r is d ic tio n  o f  th is  G ra n d  C h ap te r failing' 
to a ssem b le  once in  a n y  y e a r, (at least once in  a n y  y e a r, is  th e  m ea n -
ing ,) o r b e in g  re p re se n te d  in  th is  G ran d  C h ap te r fo r th re e  y ears
su ccessively , o r fa il fo r tw o successive y ea rs  to  m a k e  th e ir  re tu rn s ,
a n d  p a y  th e  d u es re q u ire d  b y  th e  th ird  section  o f th is  a rtic le , the 
c h a r te r  o f sa id  C h ap te r sh a ll be  fo rfe ited .” (See Section  2, A rtic le  I I I , 
o f  the B y -L a w s  o f  the G rand Chapter.)
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Grand Secretaries and their Address.

4). A la b am a ...................... D aniel S a y r e ...........................M o n tgom ery .
1. A rk a n s a s .....................L u k e  E . B a rb e r ......................L ittle  R ock.
2. C alifo rn ia .....................C harles L. W ig g in ................S an  F ran c isco
3. C an ad a ......................... J o h n  J .  M aso n ...................... H am ilto n , Ont.
4. C o lo rad o ..................... E d w a rd  C. P a rm e le e ...........G eorgetow n.
5. C o n n e c tic u t............... Jo sep h  K . W h e e le r .............. H a rtfo rd .
4i. D is tric t o f C o lum bia .L ew is G. S te p h e n s .............. W ash in g to n .
7. D e law a re .....................J o h n P . A llm o n d ..................W ilm in g to n .
8. F lo r id a ......................... D eW itt C. D a w k in s .............. Ja ck so n v ille .
!). G eo rg ia ........................ Ja s . E m m e tt  B lackshear....M acon .

10. I l l in o is ......................... J a m e s  I I .  M iles......................Chicago.
11. In d ia n a ........................ J o h n  M. B ra m w e ll ...............In d ian ap o lis .
12. I o w a ............... ............. W illia m  B. L an g rid g e ........ M uscatine .
13. K a n sa s ......................... E ra s m u s  T . C a rr ....................L eav en w o rth .
14. K e n tu c k y .................... Jo sep h  I I . B ra n h am ............ L o u isv ille .
15. L o u is ia n a ................... J a m e s  C. B a tc h e lo r .............. N ew  O rleans.
16. M a in e ........................... I r a  B e r ry .................................. P o r tlan d .
17. M a ry lan d .................... W illiam  A. W en tz .................B altim ore .
18. M assach u se tts ........... Z ep h an iah  H . T hom as Jr....B o sto n .
10. M ic h ig a n .................... Ja m e s  E as tm a n  Jo h n so n .—C en trev ille .
20. M in n e so ta ...................A m os T. C. P ie rso n ...............Sain t P au l.
21. M iss iss ip p i................. J o h n L . P o w e r.......................Ja ck so n .
22. M isso u ri  .....................G eorge F r a n k  G ou ley ........S a in t L ou is.
23. N e b ra s k a ,...................W illia m  R . B o w en ...............O m aha.
24. N ew  H a m p sh ire  J o h n  A . H a r r is .....................C oncord.
25. N ew  J e rs e y ................T hom as J .  C orson................. T ren to n .
26. N ew  Y o r k ..................C h ris to p h er G. F o x .............B uffalo.
27. N o rth  C a ro lin a ..........T hom as M. G a rd n e r .............W ilm in g to n .
28. N ova  Scotia .................Ja m e s  G o ssip ..........................H alifax .
29. O hio............................... J a m e s  N e sb it t ........................T roy .
30. O reg o n ......................... R ich a rd P . E a rh a r t .............. P o r tlan d .
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31. P e n n s y lv a n ia ............J o h n  T h o m so n ........................P h ilad e lp h ia .
32. R h o d e  I s la n d .............G eorge H . B u rn h a m ............P ro v id en ce .
33. S o u th  C aro lin a ......... M y e r R. M oses.......................S u m te r.
34. T en n essee ................... J o h n  F r iz z e ll ........................... N ashv ille .
35. T ex a s ............................R o b e rt B re w ste r    H ou sto n .
3(5. V e rm o n t...................... W illia m  I I .  S. W h itc o m b ...B u rlin g to n .
37. V irg in ia ...................... J o h n  l)o v e ..........................  R ich m o n d .
38. W e s t V irg in ia ...........O dell S. L o n g ........................... W hee lin g .
39. W is c o n s in .................J o h n  W . W o o d h u ll............... M ilw aukee .
40. U n ited S ta te s ............C h ris to p h er G, F o x ...............Buffalo, N . V.



COUNCIL OF HIGH PRIESTS.

SEV EN TH  CONVOCATION.

M o n t g o m e r y , December 8, 1875.

The Council of High Priests for the State of Alabama met at the 
Masonic Hall, in the City of Montgomery, a t 3 o’clock, p. m .

P R E S E N T .

P e l e g  B r o w n ..................................................................  ............ ........P re s id e n t.
M y l e s  J .  G r e e n e , a s .................................................................V ice  P re s id e n t.
M a r t i n G. S l a u g h t e r , a s ....................................... ............. C haplain .
J a m e s  M . B r i d g e s , a s ..............................................................T rea su re r.
W i l l i a m W . H a r d e r , a s ......................................................B ecorder.
J a m e s K e n t , a s ................. ......................................................... M aste r o f C.
J a m e s  H . J o i n e r , a s ................................................................ C onducto r.
W i l l i a m  S. F o s t e r .................................................................. H era ld .
W i l l i a m  H . D i n g l e y , a s ...................................................... S tew ard .

A Council of lligh  Priests was opened in Ample Form, with solemn 
and appropriate ceremonies.

The President made the following address, and it was ordered to be 
spread upon the minutes.

Com panions o f  the Council o f  H ig h  P riests  o f  the S ta te  o f  A  labam a :

I t  is  w ith  no  o rd in a ry  p lea su re , a n d  w ith  g ra te fu l ack n o w led g e -
m e n ts  to  th e  G reat A u th o r o f  o u r  b e in g , th a t I  am  once m ore  p e rm it-
ted  to  a ssem b le  w ith  y o u  in  so lem n  council for th e  pe rfo rm an ce  o f 
th e  d u tie s  th a t  d ev o lv e  on  u s  as m em b e rs  o f th is  o rd e r ;  a n d  a s  y o u r  
p re s id in g  officer, i t  is m y  d u ty  to re p o rt  to y o u  m y official ac ts since  
w e la s t assem bled . I th e re fo re re p o rt th a t, b y v ir tu e of th e p ow er
v ested  in  m e  b y  o u r  code o f ru le s , Sec. 8, on  th e  30th d a y  o f A p ril  
la s t, I  co n v en ed  a  co u n cil o f  H ig h P r ie s ts  in  th e  c ity  o f M obile, for 
th e  p u rp o se  o f  co n secra tin g  M . E x . C om pan ion  T h o m as P . B rew er, to 
th e  o rd e r  o f  H ig h  P rie sth o o d , he  h a v in g  b een  e lected  to  rece ive  th e  
sam e  a t o u r  las t A n n u a l C o u n c il; and  h a v in g  p re sen t C om pan ions



102 A PPE N D IX . [1 8 7 5 .

P a lm e r  J .  P illa n s , J o h n  C o rtrig h t, W illiam  S. F dk ter, D an. H a rr is , 
a n d  Je fferso n  F a u lk n e r .  I  o p en ed a  C ouncil in lega l form . C om pan-
ion  T hom as P . B rew er, w as th e n  in tro d u c ed , se t a p a rt, a n d  consecra-
te d  to  th e  O rd er of P ligh  P rie s th o o d in  so lem n  fo rm . T he C ouncil 
w ?s th e n  c losed in  leg a l fo rm .

I n  accordance w ith  th e  in s tru c tio n s  o f th e  C ouncil, a t  o u r  A n n u a l 
S ession in  D ecem ber 8 th, 1873,1 issu ed  tw o D isp ensa tions each  to  th ree  
C om panions, to open  a  C ouncil a n d  consecra te  tw o C om pan ions each 
a n d  re p o rt  a t  o u r  n e x t  A n n u a l C ouncil. F ro m  th a t issu e d  to  C o m -
p an io n s G eorge D. N o rris , M o rris  K . T ay lo r, a n d  a n o th e r, w e have  
no  re p o rt. T h a t to C om pan ions II . C lay A rm stro n g , M yles J . G reene 
a n d  Ja m e s  E . Cobb, w as re p o rte d  on  a t  o u r  las t a ssem b ly , and. n o t 
h a v in g  b een  ab le  to  convene  a  C ouncil a sk e d  for a  co n tin u an ce  o f  
th e ir  D ispensa tion , w h ich  on  m o tio n  w as g ra n te d , a n d  I  t ru s t  th a t  
d u e  re p o rts  w ill be  m ade  a t th e p re se n t C ouncil.

N ow , h a v in g  se rv ed  y o u  th e  p a s t tw o  y e a rs  to th e b e s t o f m y  a b il i ty  , 
a n d  th a n k in g  y o u  for y o u r  confidence a n d  th e  d is tin g u ish e d  h o n o r 
y o u h av e confered , I feel th a t th e m an tle of y o u r p re fe ren ce sh o u ld
b e  p laced  u p o n  a n o th e r, a n d  one m ore  co m p e ten t a n d  w o rth y  to  w ear 
th e sam e, a n d w ith  a sin cere  d esire  th a t  w e m ay  a ll p ro v e  fa ith fu l to
th e  teach in g s o f o u r  O rder,

I  re m a in  ev e r F ra te rn a lly ,
P E L E G  B R O W N , 

P re s ’t. C ouncil I I .  P . S ta te  o f A lab am a.

On the Dispensation to Companions Armstrong, Greene, and Cobb, 
a report was made that they had been unable to convene a Council.

On the Dispensation to Companions Norris. Taylor, and another, 
no report was received.

Petitions for the Order of High Priesthood, accompanied by the 
proper and necessary vouchers of having been elected and installed to 
preside over Chapters of ltoyal Arch Masons, and the requisite con-
tributions were presented from :

C om pan ion  W illiam  W . M cC ollum , o f  S a in t J o h n ’s C h ap te r N o. 28.
C om panion  W illiam  D. W ad sw o rth , o f M o n tgom ery C hap ter No. 22.
C om panion  G eorge I .  T u rn le y , of J a m e s  P e n n  C h ap te r N o. 30.
C om panion  Ja m es  K . H azen , o f D an ie l P ra t t  C hap ter No. 96.
C om panion  A n d rew  J .  S itton , o f Cross P la in s  C h ap te r No. 102.

And were referred to the Committee of the Whole, and a ballot was 
had, and they were elected.
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The applicants were then introduced, set apart, and consecrated to 
the Order of High Priesthood in solemn form.

The Council proceeded to the election of officers for the ensuing
year, and the following Companions were duly elected :

And there being no further business to he brought before the
Council of High Priests, the minutes were read and approved.

The Council of High Priests was closed in Solemn Form until the 
next Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of the State of 
Alabama.

P e lcg B ro w n ....................
M yles J .  Gtreene..............
M a rtin  Gt. S la u g h te r .....
J a m e s M ilto n ..................
W illiam  W . H a r d e r ......
W illia m  S. F o s te r ..........
J a m e s  I I  J o in e r .............. .
J a m e s K e n t .......................
W illiam  I). W ad sw o rth

.P res id en t.
•Vice P re s id e n t.
C haplain .
T rea su re r.
.R ecorder.
.M aster o f C.
.C onductor.
.H era ld .
.S tew ard .

WILLIAM W. HARDER,
Recorder.




