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PIiOOEEI)IN G S-

Tlie M. Ex. Grand Royal Arch Chapter,of the State
of Alabama held its Forty-seventh Annual Grand
Convocation at the Masonic Temple, in the City of
Montgomery, on Tuesday, the 2nd day of December,
A. D. 1873, A. L. b873, Anno Inv. 2408.

PRESENT.

MYLES T

JAMES M.

JAMES M

JAMES E.

WILLIAM

DANIEL S

REV. JAM . H h P

WILLIAM W. HARDER, as....ccummmrn Grand Q. of the H

WILEY W. BLOODWORTH..oorr. Grand P. Sojourner,

WILLIAM W, McCOLLITM, aS....v. Grand R, A. Captain.

JOSEPH H. JOHNSON, 85 ...ccocuovvrirrnn Grand M. 3 Velil.

JAMES M. E, as.. GrandM. 2 Vell.

GEORG Grand M. 1 Veil.

JAMES Grand Sentinel.
PAST GBAJfD OFFICEKS.

PELEG BROWN....ococooviitsrrsnsinnn Grand High Priest.

HENRY CLAY ARMSTRONG......... Grand Higli Prigst. m

JAMES McCALEB WILEY ... Deputy G.H. Priest.

JAMES M. BRUNDIDGE........cccocnn Grand King.

JAMES H. JOINER......cormmrmrrsrnsnn Grand King.

PALMER J, PILLANS .. Grand Scribe.
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And High Priests, Kings, Scribes, and Proxies,
from Subordinate Chapters, as follows:

No. 5- Eunomia........ Bernard F. LUdwig....ccccocevenne R.

f Augustus F. Evans..
) Joseph A. Moore....

<William W. Weatherford* . H. P.

9. Clinton...

10 TuscUmbia s (John C. Goodloe.*.....ccoevvervncreenne S.
“ . j Thomas R. Ward* .H. P.
11, PheniX .. {Victor G. Snedecor o . s
" 12, Marion.....icn Thomas S. Lowry*. . P*

17. Wetumpka...
20. Livingston
“ 21. Mobile

Robert D. Webb*.

mes Davidson....
“ 22, Montgomery........e. pollas Harris

hn Gano Winter

" 23. Talladega.....ccooiiiiin, seph H. Johnson. . P.
ames H. Joiner*. K.
“ 24, Eufaula....coooeieniniiniciienens -
illiam H. Burr...
“ 28 SaintJohns........ James Milton.... H.P
« 35. James L. Daniel.... (James M. Dedman.
\ Isaac A. Me M llan ... K.
“ 40, CamdeN ... Americus C. Mitchell*.. P.
(Luckie W. Jenkins.
«  44- ChOCEAW .o  Robert H. Ervin*...
(Frank P. M. Gilbert*....
" 54- Tyrian ... Benjamin H.Warren* . . . . H. P.
(Yohnafhy Goldthugice .
“ 62, ROCKFOrd.oooriieneecnne Y 10fRImlds MUTRRFgRSon g
( Robert H. Gulledge* . . . . . . S.
“ 63. Clayton . Alto Velo Lee
j Edward G. W alker.
64. Central.......cooiiiiiinnnne \William M. McMath*.
65. ‘I homas B. Foster...

“ 66. Alabama... Peleg Brown . “P

“ 67. Farriorville......ccccovvvevennenen. Abijah Haley ..o “

“ 71. Landmark.......

“ 78. Danville...ccoeviiicnncinn, Jesse J. Woodall™ ... H. P.
(Myles J. Greene

“ 80. Loachapoka......iiin Wiley W. Bloodworth*.
(George P. Harrison jr*...

“ 84. Carrollton......cccceviieiineeens

*proxies.
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TRobert L. Seale

No. 85. Gaston . 4 William R. HOrN oo
(Simeon Walton™*......cccovvivinnnnnns

87 Moulton 11Pﬁ0\lr\rl1%1'st a¥¥erlls"§n*
89. Somerville....ccovviiiiins jJohn F. Turney™ ...
90. Greenville....cccoviiivciincnne George W. Thigpen............... H. P.
91. George D. NOIriS...cccoeeenene Morris K. Taylor....in. “
92. Notasulga......cvereneinen Henry Clay Armstrong . “
96. Daniel Pratt........ccccoeiiinnns James K. Hazen.............

97. Shelby.......... Rufus, W. Cobb .ccccovvnirnririnas “
98. OXfOord...cooicvnviiiiniciiiiis William J. Borden ..o, S.
99. Thomas M. Bragg......c...... George W. Jones

“ 100. Rock Mills..ccoviniiiiiiiinnnnn j George W. Tay,Qr  .ovveviieennnn, "

*Proxies.

I Benjamin S. Y%athers ................... K.

The M. Ex. Grand Roj"al Arch Chapter was opened

iu Ample Form.,

Prayer by the R. Ex. and Rev. Grand Chaplain,

Companion James K. Hazen.

The Most Ex. Grand ngl,h Priest delivered his An-
nual Address, and on motion of Companion Joseph
H, Johnson, it was referred to a special committee,
consisting of Companions Palmer J. Pillans, Isaiah

A. Wilson, and James H. Joiner.
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Grand High Priest’s Annual Address.

Companions of the Grand Chapter:

Another year has sped its rapid flight since last we met to
take counsel together, and legislate for'the good of our order. A
year, burdened alike with pains and pleasures, hopes and fears,
joys and sorrows, triumphs and defeats. Yet, amid all life's
vicissitudes, we are constrained to acknowledge, that *good-
ness and mercy have followed us,” and that pea e, and a reas-
onable prosperity, has been our goodly heritage. .

While some localities in our jurisdiction have been visited
by the “pestilence that walketh'in darkness, and the destruc-
tion that wasteth at noonday,” and ever and anon the solemn
death-roll has sounded, summoning some loved companion
from terrestrial labor to celestial rest, yet, a kind Providence
has spared our lives, and, in the main, the priceless booh
of health has been vouchsafed us, by Him who holds the des-
tinies of the universe in the hollow of His hand.

_Then, with becoming humility, let us give praise and adora-
tion to our Great High Priest, for His abundant mercies past,
and especially for the high privilege we now enﬁoy of assem-
bling within this ample and’ beautiful Hall, for the first time,
ap{groprlated to the grand object for which it was erected.

he erection of this splended Temple should, and does, mark
an era in the history of Freemasonry in Alabama, And I trust
the truly masonic enterprise and liberality here displayed, may
incite our Companions of Subordinate Chapters to increased en-
ergfy and zeal, 1n prowdmgI for themselves suitable and com-
forable, if not elegant, Halls. But, while we duly appreciate
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these blessm%s, let us not losesightof the important truth, that
the real greatness of Masonry does not consist in her grand
Temples, though their splendor may dazzle the eyes of every
beholder; nor in the display of costly and elegant parapher-
nalia, necessary and right as these, in themselves, are. Be it
ever remembered, that that which entitles Freemasonry to the
respect and consideration of the wise and t};pod of all lands, and
all ‘ages, is to be found in the_exem?llflca ion of her high and
ennobling virtues, and in the lives of her votaries.

_ This is the humble, yet mighty foundation stone, upon which
is erected that great edifice, before whose moral grandeur, the
most brilliant friumphs of architectural genius “ pale their in-
effectual dres,”

While, then, we give due attention to the external adorning
of the body of Mason_ry,let usget more sedulously cultivate those
“internal “qualifications,” which alone will fit us to be living
stones in our Mystic Temple. Let us kindle anew, in our own
h]garts éh%flres of devotion to theet ernal and immutable tenets
of our Order.

Society is heaving to and fro, like the incipient warnings
of an earthquake. Mighty and radical changes are being
wroughtiri our social fabric. The tendency downwards, in the
scale of morality is fearfully rapid. Corruption stalks abroad
iu the laud with bold and “defiant mien; and public oplnlqn
has resigned her whilom throne, as the regulator of PUb ic vir-
tue. In view of the darkness that threatens to envelop our so-
cial and moral horizons, the good and the true are seeking a
refuge from the impending storm. The fixed and steady pur-
pose to pursue the right, seeks to be buoyed up, by association
with those who haye banded themselves together, Tor the culti-
vation and promotion of virtuous conduct.

These, Pl,y companions, are the times to try ;flo,ur masonic
spirit. It ‘with firm resolve, and unfaltering Taith, you are
true to your principles npw, the feeble, erring, or wayward
companion, groping amid the turbid waters of temptation and
sin, catchinga glimpse of the beacon ||(};ht ofKQur pure example,
may be cheered and encouraged; and from his humble and re-
pentant heart Will come the Yearmn_? cry for help, when the
ever-ready hand of brotherly love will hasten to hisTelief, and
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elevate him to a dignified and noble manhood. And thus

will anotherchampion be sent fourth to battle for the right an

tooedxhlblt apractical illustration of the beautiful precepts of our
rder.

Suffer not your energies to be repressed, nor the voice of con-
science to be silenced, by the apparent hopelessness of accom-
plishing great results. For, as an aggregation of little drops
constitutes the ocean, so an aggregation of individual and asso-
%ated e{(fjort, attended by the divine blessing, is to regenerate

e world.

Then, companions, let us utterly discard every selfish aim, ev-
ery unworthy motive, which looks not beyond the narrow
bounds of personal preferment, and, actuated by that only ma-
sonic “ambition or rather emulation, of who can best work and
best agree,” endeavor to elevate the moral standard of Freema-
sonry, by exemplifying in our lives, and in our chapters, all
those exalted virtues,'included in her comprehensive vocabula-
ry. Then will our spiritual and moral edifice rise to heaven
with asplendor thatout shines earth’s grandest temple ; and
intelligent and virtuous mankind, with united voice shall speak
our praise, and God Himself shall be our God.

So far as | have been able to survey the field, Royal Arch
Masonry, in this jurisdiction, has enjoyed a year of uninter-
rupted peace, as well as a reasonable degree of prosperity. We
cannot, however, be too frequently, nor tog deeply, |mFressed
with the fact, that true prosgerlty consists, not onty, nor
chiefly, in accessions to our nempers, but in the zeal and fidelity
of our members. With unceasing wﬂllance,,then, let us guard
the portals of our sacred sanctuary, thus taking “special care”
that difficulties do not arise “by "the introduction of strangers
among the workman.”

| regret, exceedingly, that | have been unable to meet the
reasonable expectation of the Grand Chapter, in the way of of-
ficial visitation. But the demands of private and professional
engagements have heen imperative, and compelled me to forego
that pleasure.

A number of questions have been submitted for official de-
cision, all which, however, have been settled by past legisla-
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tion ; thus rendering a recapitulation of my rulings unneces-
sary.

On the 30th of Mag | granted a dispensation to the High
Priest of Talladega hapterNo. 23, to use a substitute to com-
plete a class, for the purpose of exalting a candidate.

At different periods, dispensations were granted the follow-
ing Chapters to elect their officers out of the usual time, satis-
faCtory reasons havm? been assigned, in each case, why this
duty had not been performed at the proper period.

Clinton Chapter......mmmmmsmnninnn No. P.
Marion CRAPLEr ... “12,
St. John’s Chapter....mmmmmmnnnns “28.
Farriorville Chapter. .., “7.
Choctaw Corner Chapter........mn “10.

From a somewhat careful investigation of the subject, | am
convinced that capitular masonry in this jurisdiction; is suffer-
ing for the want of a more general dissemination of the work
of the Grand Chaﬁ)ter among her subordinates. | am also con-
vinced that the plan adopted two years ago; Iooklnlg to this
end, has, up to the present time, accomplished but little. Still,
in _the present depressed condition of our finances, immediate
action, is perhaps inexpedient.

Your attention is directed to this subject now mainly in the
hope that it will receive at your hands ‘that careful and delib-
erate consideration which its importance demands. So that, at
some Berlod,_ in the—not distant—future, some plan may be de-
vised by which the work and lectures of the Grand Chapter
may be made attainable by the officers of Subordinate Chapters
generally.

At present, the rehearsal of the work in the Grand Chapter,
furnishes the prlnmPal means for its dissemination. It is then,
obviously important, that a full and comPIete report should be
made by'the Committee on Work, and I trust, ample time will
be allowed for that purpose.

| cannot conclude, without expressing the hope, that you will
look with generous forbearance,on whatever |mPerfectlons | may
exhibitasyourpresidiugofficer. In my feeble etforts todischarge
jhe responsible duties of the exalted station to which your kind
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partiality has assigned me, I desire, and feel assured I shall re-
ceive, your hearty co-operation and support.

Until a very recent period | had hoped that the roll of present
and Past Grand Officers would mercifully escape the casualties
and diseases which have hurried so many worthy and excellent
companions,to their long homes, But, alas, for human hopes!
when the time of our convocation had so nearly approached
that we had almost begun to realize the many joys and pleas-
ures incident to our annual reunions, we are sud enlz shocked
by the intelligence that a stately “column” was broken, and a
prominent “light” forever extinguished. Most Excellent Com-
panion Richard P, Knott, Past Deputy Grand High Priest of the
Grand Chapter ie no more. He died of yellow fever, at 11J
o’clock a. m., on the 22nd of November, 1873, at his residence in
the city of Mobile. The Masonic positions and relations of Com-
panion Knott are so prominent and so widely known as to ren-
der unnecessary any attempt on my part to portray to you the
many excellencies of hismind and lieait, Possessinga vigorous
and “cultured intellect he was prepared creditably to till the
requirements of the many various and responsible stations to
which he was exalted. With a warm heart and an enthusiastic
nature, he was ever among the foremost in extending symPa-
thy and material suw)_ort to those who had fallen beneath the
frowns of fortune. His devotion to Masonry was proverbial.
Upon her loved altars he sacrificed much of his time and talent,
and the last conscious and audible word uttered by his feeble
and dying tongue was given to her interests.

But he isgone. And now that his once busy brain and cun-
mng hands have ceased to labor in temples below, let us hope
tha througw_the abounding mercy and all-prevailing merits of
our Great I(I]h Priest his disencumbered spirit has been per-
mitted to enfer the all-glorious and happy presence of the
Supreme Grand Council above.

The Grand Chapter will, of course, adopt the necessary
measures with reference to his death.

With united heart and purpose, and in the exercise of broth-
erly love and charity toward each other, let us address ourselves
to the important duties of the present convocation, h_umbI?/
asking that divine wisdom and guidance, without which all
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our efforts, however wisely conceived, will be in vain ~ Labor-
ing and living thus, uot only while here, but through life, we
ma}/ safell){ and confidently “indulge the hope, that when our
earthly pilgrimage ends, we may each aﬁproPrlate to himself
the “proud title of aworkman that needeth not to be ashamed.”
MYLES J. GREENE,
Grand High Priest.

The Grand Secretary made his Animal Report,
I%nd it was received and referred to the Committee on
inance.
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Grand Secretary’s Annual Report.

GRAND SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

Montgomery, December 2, 1871,
To the M. Ex. Orand Chapter of Alabama :

| herewith submit my annual report, together with the ac-
count and vouchers. The residue of the Con_tlngent fund not
expended, and the amounts which | have received through the
year, have been paid over to the Grand Treasurer, and his re-
ceipt will be found attached to the account.

The jewels and collars ordered to be purchased by the Grand
Chapter, and also the presentation jewels, have been obtained.
The former have been delivered to the Grand Sentinel, and the
latter await the order of the Grand Chapter.

Since the last Convocation of the Grand Chapter, nine copies
of the Masonic Code have been disposed of, leaving in my
hands three hundred and forty-nine copies.

Fraternally,
DANIEL SAYRE,

Grand Secretary.
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GRAND CUAI'TEB OF ALABAMA,
In account with DANIEL S8AYItE,
Grand Secretary.

CR.
Dee. 3. ByDues at Grand Convocation
1872 $1229 50
“ 238 “ Contingent Fund....ooonn 600 00
Back Dues.
“ 26, * Dues from Russell Chapter
1873 oI $ 1950
Feb. 10. *“ Dues from Gaston Chapter
O T 875 3B/
“ Cash for 9 Codes 9 00
$1876 75
DR.
1872, _
Dec. 23 Topaid Grand Treasurer ~ § 1229 50
1873 “ Barrett & Brown 462 50
“ Expressage 6 00
“ Code to Grand Secretary
of Vermont 100
“ paid to Grand Treasurer 177 75
$1876 75

Montgomery, December 2. 1873.

DANIEL SAYRE,
Grand Secretary.

The Grand Treasurer made his Annual Report,
;’%’Jd it was received and referred to the Committee on
inance.
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Grand Treasurer’s Annual Report.

WlLLlAM H. DlNGLEY, Grand Treasurer,

In account with the Grand Chapter of Alabama.

1872. DR,
Dec. 3. ToBalance....eis e 370190
“ 23 " received from Grand Secre-
tary 1229 50
1873. _
Nov, 28. “ received from Grand Secre-
tary I
$2101) 15
DR.
1872. _ _
Dec. 5 By Grand High Priest, H. C.
LY §11 T A (0] [V — $ 2500
“ Committee on Work, .Tos.
H. JONNSON..ciinn 40 00 o
“ Committee on Work, L.
W, JenKinS..innn 38 00
“ Committee Foreign Cor.
P. J. LilianS...mrrrriiins 150 00
“Grand Sentinel......... 15 00

Grand Secretary’s salary... 40000
Grand Secretary for Con-

tingent FUNd...onnn 600 00
Grand Treasurer 100 00
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1873,
Feb. 7. “ Refunded St. John's Chap-
ter NO. 28.....crnnnn 92 2a
Sept. 17, * Masonic Pub. Company
(0] QRN ATTEC] 430 09
‘ Balance on hand................ 248 00
$2109 lo

Montgomery, Dec. 2, 1873,
WILLIAM H. DINGLEY,
Grand Treasurer.

Companion Palmer J. Pillans, Chairman of the
Committee on Foreign Correspondence, presented his
report, and it was received, and ordered to he spread
upon the minutes, and printed with the proceedings.
(See Appendix.)

REPORT ON WORK.

Companion Henry Clay Armstrong, Chairman of
the Committee on Work, "made report on the Royal
Arch Degree, and the report was received and con-
curred in. o

The M. Ex. Grand High Priest announced the fol-

lowing
STANDING COMMITTEES,

OnChartered Chapters No. L—Wiley W. Bloodworth,
Thomas Boyd Foster, Abijah Haley.

On Chartered Chapters No. 2.—William S. Foster,
Jesse J. Woodall, R ibert H, Gulledge.

On Chartered Chapters No. 3.—Edward G. Walker,
John M. Simpson, John H. Weed.
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On Dispensations.—Morris K. Taylor, Frank P. M. Gil-
bert, George W. Jones.

On Finance.—John R. Goldtwhaite, Robert L. Seale, Jas.
M. Bridges.

On By-laws, Suspensions, Expulsions, and Appeals.—

William R. Horn, William J, Borden, Benjamin F, Mat-
thews.

On Masonic Jurisprudence.—James E. Cobb, Janies M.
Redman, Robert D. Webb.

Companion Robert D. Webb presented a petition
as to Gainesville Chapter No. 13, at Gainesville, in
Sumter County, and it was referred to the Committee
on Dispensations.

Companion Grand Secretary offered the following
resolution, and it was adopted.

COOSA CHAPTER NO. 8.

Resolved, That Coosa Chapter No. 86 be allowed 00 days in
which to make returns and pay dues.

And then, after prayer by the R. Ex. and Rev.
Grand Chaplain, Companion James K. Hazeu, the
Grand Chapter was called from labor to refreshment
until to-morrow morning at ~ o’clock.
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| n §jRAP 8 hapteif

Wednesday Morning, December 3, 1873,

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to
labor at  o’clock, the M. Ex. Grand High Priest,
Myles J. Greene, presiding; the other Grand Officers
at their several stations. _

Prayer by the R. Ex. and Rev. Grand Chaplain,
Companion James K. Hazen.

The minutes were read and approved. .

Companion John R. Goldthwaite, Chairman of the
Committee on Finance, made the following report,
and the report was received and concurred in :

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alabama :

Your Committee on Finance have examined the Reports and
Vouchers of the R. Ex. Grand Treasurer and the R. Ex. Grand
Secretary and beg leave to report that they find the same cor-
rect.

The balance in the Treasury of the Grand
Chapter on the 2nd day of December,

1873, is _ s 248 gl
Estimated amount of dues from Subordinate
Chapters 1400 00

Total s § 1648 90
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Your Committee recommend the following appropriations to

me,gt the necessary annual expenses of the Grand Chapter, to-
wit:

To Companion William H. Dingley for sal-
ary as It. Ex. Grand Treasurer for past

R TRTLCT: U $ 10000
To Companion Daniel Sayre for salary as It.
Ex. Grand Secretary for same period.... 400 00

To Companion Palmer J. Pillaus for services

and eerns_es as Chairman of Commit-

tee on orelgn Correspondence........... 150 00
As a Contingent Fund in the hands of the

Grand Secretary for printing, inciden-

tal EXPENSES, &Currvmrrmmrmmsmrssrmsrrmsrmsssssrssins 600 00

$ 1250 00

All of which is respectfully and fraternally submitted.

JOHN It. GOLDTHWAITE,
Chairman.

Companion Palmer T Pillans, Chairman cf the
Committee on the Crand High Priest’s address,
made the following report, and"the report was re-
ceived and concurredin::

REPORT ON GRAND HIGH PRIEST'S ADDRESS.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alabama:

Companions :

The Committee to whom was referred the ad-

dress of the M. Ex. Grand High Priest beg leave to report:
That they have carefully examined the same, and have been
charmed with its eloquence, and the earnest love evinced to
Masonry, and thorough and heartfelt devotion to Deity. Your
Committee recommend its perusal to the Companions of this
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jurisdiction generally, that if possible they may ever so slightly
catch the spirit of devotion displayed throughout, and be stim-
ulated to a more energetic exercise of the masonic virtues in-
culcated.

They also recommend that so much as relates to the death of
Companion Richard F. Knott, R. Ex. P. 1). Grand High
Priest, be referred to a special committee of three.

In relation to the better dissemination of tire work your Com-
mittee agree withthe M. Ex. Grand High Priest, that at pres-
ent nothing morecan be done, than is now being done by this
Grand Chap_ter; but the Committee express the hope, thata
full exposition of the several deqrees, by the Committee on
(\1N0¥|k annually made, will yet bring forth fruit most abun-

antly.

Fraternally submitted.

F.' Q\P%'Il[é & }/Committee.

J. H INER.

~ Companion Luckie W. Jenkins offered the follow-
ing resolution, and it was adopted:

ELYTON NO. 76, AND SUGGSVILLE NO. 5.

Resolved, That Elyton Chapter No. 70, and Suggsville Chap-
ter No. 65, have sixty (60) days in which to pay their dues to
the Grand Chapter.

Companion Wiley W. Bloodworth offered the f'ols
lowing resolution, and it was adopted.

ZERUBBABEL CHAPTER NO. 56 REINSTATED.

Resolved That Zerubbabel Chapter No. 56, at Waverly, in
Lee County, (formerly Chambers,) be reinstated on the pay-
ment of back dues;and that it be allowed four monthsin
which to elect officers.
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The Grand Chapter proceeded to the election of
Grand Officers for the ensuing masonic year, Com-
panions James H. Joiner and William "W. Harder

iactmg as tellers, and the election resulted as fol-
OWs

ELECTED GRAND OFFICERS.
Myles J. Greene Loacliapoka.......Grand High Priest.

Tames M. Dedman .....SelMa..onnn Deputy G. H. Priest.
James Milton . Eufaula...e.. Grand'King.

James E. Cobb LI T[] — Grand Scribe.
William H. Dingley..Montgomery Grand Treasurer.
Daniel Sayre . M ontgo_mery ......... Grand Secretary.
Rev.James K. Hazen...Prattville........ Grand Chaplain.

Luckie W. Jenkins....Camden .. Grand C. of H.

The Grand High Priest elect announced the foG
lowing

APPOINTED GRAND OFFICERS.
Wiley W. Rloodworth .. Loachapoka..Grand P. Sojourner,

William W. McCollum Selma... Grand R. A.C.
William R. Horn . Gaston Grand M. 3.V.
William E. Beaird LOrrville Grand M. 2.V,
Georcie W. Taylor.. ..Rock Mills ~ Grand M. LV.
James Davidson . Montgomery..Grand Sentinel.

JEWEL TO P. G. H. P., PELEG BROWN.

The M. Ex. Grand High Priest presented a jewel
to P. G. H. P., Peleg Brown, in terms as follows :

GRAND HIGH PRIEST’S ADDRESS TO COMPANION
BROWN.

M, Ex. Companion :

Perhaps no duty is more clearly recognised iu Masonry, than
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that of rewarding the diligent and faithful laborer. And this
duty becomes imperative, when an abundant harvest of good
has followed as the hapjy result of such a labor.

In conformity to the principle enunciated, and in grateful re-
cognition of the arduous, long-continued, and invaluable service
which you have rendered Royal Arch Masonry in Alabama, the
Grand "Chapter has commissioned me to presént you this Past
Grand High Priest’s Jewel.

Accept it, Most Excellent Companion ; and | trust_rou_wnl
wear it with as much pleasure to yourself as I know it will be
an honor to the fraternity that bestows it.
~ May you yet be spared many years, to enjoy the uudimin-
ished "confidence and grateful estéem of your companions, and,
when your long pllﬁrlmage shall cease, may all your life-work
have been such as shall bear the test of the “Great Overseer’s
Square,” and may there be administered to you an abundant
entrance upon that inheritance that is “incorruptible, unde-
filed, and fadetli not away.”

To which Companion Brown replied in appropriate
and eloquent terms, hut of his speech his great mod-
esty has prevented him from supplying the Grand
Secretary with a copy.

JEWEL TO P. G. H. P,, H. CLAY ARMSTRONG.

The M. Ex. Grand High Priest presented a jewel
Ito P. G. H, P., H. Clay Armstrong, in terms as fol-
WS :

GRAND HIGH PRIEST'S ADDRESS TO COMPANION
ARMSTRONG.

M. Ex. Companion :

Labor omnia vincit IS an adage which loses none of its force
or truth by being trite; and though your masonic career has
been comparatively brief, yet, by-a diligent observance of this
ancient proverb, such has been your proficiency in the study
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and practice of the excellent precepts enjoined by our Order,
that you have been thrice elevated to the highest office in the
gift of the Grand Chapter. And in view of the fidelity and
ability with which you have discharged the duties of this of-
fice, as well as those'of other exalted ‘and responsible stations
that have been assigned you, and as an evidence of its high ap-
preciation ofdyour zeal, fidelity and attachment to Freemason-
ry, the Gran Chaﬁt_er has imposed on me the pleasant duty of
presenting to you this Jewel. ~Accept and wear it, Companion,
and while it ‘will remind you of the good inclination’ of the
Graud Chapter towards you, it will also incite you to contin-
ued and increased diligence and zeal in behalf of our beloved
Order. May many long, J)rosperous, and happy years be
added to your useful life ; and when the trials ot your proba-
tionary state are over, may you be admitted into the “Temple™
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

To which Companion Armstronﬂ also replied in
appropriate and fitting terms, as follows:

COMPANION ARMSTRONG’S REPLY.

M. K.r. Grand High Priest and Companions of the Grand
Chapter of Alabama:

1 cannot express the emotions with which 1 receive this
testimonial at your hands.

You are my Companions, with whom my relations, official
and social, have been uninterruptedly pleasant and endearing;
and the cause in which we have labored together, is_one that
commends itself to our judgments and affections. To you |
am indebted for many,” very many acts of kindness—many
hours of pleasure and profit; to Masonry-—the inspiration of
my purest purposes—I owe life-long devotion. Coming from
those who are at once endeared to me as friends and as the rep-
resentatives of so noble an Order, this beautiful jewel has for
me @ value beyond all price. 1 receive it to wear through the

|cor{nngyears, trusting that no act of mine will ever dim its
ustre.

Companions, | sincerely thank you for this beautful testimo-
nial of your esteem.
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~ Companion H. Cla¥ Armstrong, offered the follow-
ing resolutions, and they were adopted.

LAWRENCEVILLE CHAPTER NO. 73.

Resolved, That the Charter of Lawreneeville Chapter,(which
has been declared forfeited by this Grand Cha terg be and the
same is herebg restored, and that the dues of said Lawrence-
ville Chapter be remitted, and the Chapter be allowed ninety
(90) days to elect officers.

Resolved, That Lawreneeville Chapter No, 73, be allowed to
change its name to Gordon Chapter No. 73.

HERMON CHAPTER NO. 34.

Resolved, That Hermou Chapter No. 34, be allowed thirty
(30) days in which to make returns and pay dues.

Companion William S. Foster, Chairman of Com-'
mittee on Chartered Chapters No. 2, made the fol-
lowing report, and the report was received and cons
curred in ;

REPORT PROM COMMITTEE ON CHARTERED CHAPTER
NO. 2

To the M. Ex. Grand Charter of Alabama :

Your Committee on Chartered Chapters No. 2, beg- leave to
report that they have examined the returns submitted to them,
and find the following

CORRECT.
FUlton....... No. 32 Alabama......... No. 66
James L. Daniel “ 35 Farriorville..... ‘67

Choctaw........... “ 44 Choctaw Corner “ 70
Rockford........ Y6
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INCORRECT.

Piokensville, No. 36.—No seal.

Concord, No. 37.—Two officers suspended for non-payment
of dues. Officerspro tem ought to have been inserted. Names
abbreviated. A.Inv.  notfilled up. Should be 2403.

Camden, No. 40.—A neat return and correct, except that
the seal is defective; and under the head of “Degrees Con-
ferred,” the names are repeated under all the sub-heads of
“Most Excellent Masters” “Past Masters” and “Mark Masters”
whereas the¥ should onli have been under the first with the
dates of conferring the other degrees.

Tuskegee, No.43.—Names abbreviated and initials.

Tyrian, No. 54—N o Post-office.

Suggsvitie, NO. 55—No seal. High Priest’s name in the
wrondg place. No date to two deaths, names of which are abbre-
viated and initiated.

Lebanon, No. 57—Heading not tilled up. No seal. No
date to suspensions, N. P. D.

Clayton, No.63.—Initials and abbreviations.

Central, No. 64—~ . Seal. Dues short $3.

Russell, No. 65—Time of reqular convocations not put
down.

Lower Peach Tree, No. 69.—Dues incorrectly put down at
25 cents instead of 75 cents.

Fraternally, WM. S EOSTER

Chairman.

. Companion Joseph H. Johnson offered the follow-
ing resolution, and it was adopted.

MOUNT MORIAH CHAPTER NO. 19.

_Resolved, That Mount Moriah Chapter No. 19 be allowed
sixty (60) days in which to pay up its dues.
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INSTALLATION.

The following Grand Officers, not before installed
were installed in Ample Form by the M. Ex. Grand
High Priest:

BUCKiEe W . JNKINS s Grand C. of H.
Wil liam W. McCol TUM s Grand R. A. 0.
William R. Horn Grand M. 3. V.
William E. Beaird s Grand M. 2. V.

Companion Morris K. Taylor, Chairman of the
Commitee on Dispensations, made the following, re-
port, and the report was received and concurred’in :

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON DISPENSATIONS.

The Committee on Dispensations, to which was referred a
etition from certain companions of Sumter and Gainesville
hapters, beg leave to offer the following resolution and re-
commend its adoption : _ _
Resolved,, That the petitioners be authorized to reorganize
Gainesville Chapter No. 13, iii the count)[/ of Sumter, with the
officers named in said petition, and that the back dues of said

Chapter be remitted. _
MORRIS K. TAYLOR, Chairman.

DEATH OF COMPANION RICHARD F. KNOTT.

The committee appointed to report a suitable notice of the
death of Companion Richard F. Knott, P. Deputy Grand High
Priest, made the following report:

The Death 0f Companion Knott has come upon us so sud-
denly that we are scarcely able, as yet, to realize the fact that
he has really gone. It seems to the writer that it was but the
other day that he met him in Grand Chapter, in the full vigor
of manhood; redolent of life, and joy, and merriment; for
there could hardly be sadness where he was present. It is rather
a sad thing to dié in the full vigor of health and strength ; and
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now especially, when events of “ great pith and moment - are
taking place all over the world, and when Masonry is hewing
out for itself astandm([;, a prominent niche, a place in the esti-
mation of the people, that is to result in great good to the fra-
ternltg,_and consequently to the generations of men. But apart
from this sadness inherent in death itself, and at this particular
time, it is Hratlfymg to be able to say, that our companion re-
ceived with complacency the announcement that he was wanted
elsewhere; that his time in the chapter below was about to
expire; and that soon he would be translated to another
sphere.  But this is not the place to moralize or mourn. Here,
we can only bid our companion — farewell ! Perha{)s we may
meet him on the other shore ; in the Grand Chapter above’;
in presence of that ommPotent and all-gracious Grand Master,
that doeth all things well.
Farewell, and yet again, farewell.

HENRY CLAY I/E-\RMSTRONG,
Committee.

REPRESENTATIVE OF NOVA SCOTIA.

Companion Henry Clay Armstrong was received and wel-
gomted as the representative of the Grand Chapter of Nova
cotia.

Companion Wiley W. Bloodworth, chairman of the Com-
mittee’ on Chartered Chapters No. 1, made the following
report, and the report was received and concurred in :

REPORT FROM COMMIT'I’;I%E ?N CHARTERED LODGES

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alabama:

Your committee on Chartered Chapters No. 1, have carefully
examined the returns submitted to them, and beg leave to
make the following report:
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CORRECT.

Tuscaloosa...... No. 1|Mobile..........
EUUOmMia........ 5 Montgomery.
Clinton...uo.. .9 Talladega......
PhoeniX........ .1 Eufaula......
Marion.......... 12 Saint John’s
Wetumpka... 17 James Peun
Mount Moriah
INCORRECT.

Tuscumbia, No, 10.—No name or number on the back of the
returns; blanks in headings not tilled; no county or Post
Office given.

Livingston, NO. 20—No name on the back of the returns.
Courtlan_d, NO.ZS.-NOSG&'. .
All of which is respectfully submitted.

WILEY W. BLOODWORTH,
Chairman.

Companion Edward G. Walker, Chairman of the
Committee on Chartered! Chapters No. 3, made the
following report, and the report was received and
concurred in.

REPORT FROM COMMITTENEOOSN CHARTERED CHAPTERS

To the M. Ex. Grant], Chapter of Alabama :

Your Committee on Chartered Chapters No. 3, have examined
the returns submitted to them, and beg leave to make the fol
lowing report:

CORRECT.
Landmark Noi 71 Gaston No. 85
Danville... “ 78 Somerville. “ 89
Jefferson .. “ 81 Rock Mills - 100

Carrollton ‘84
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INCORRECT.

Midway, No. 72—No date to suspensions for N. P. D. Dues
not opposite names of members; no date to degrees conferred.

Elyton, No. [6.—Initials used; no date to suspensions 1'orN.
P. D., norecapitulation.

Loachapoka, NO, 80.—Initials and abbreviations used; no
date to suspensions N. P. D.

Moulton, NO. 87.—a . Inv. wrong—should be 2403, by adding
530 to the common era; seal not right side up.

Greenville, No. 90.—Initials used ; two reported dead are
returned in the list of members; no date to deaths ; seal on the
wrong side of the returns; date of certificate not tilled out.

George D. Norris, N0.91.—Abbreviations used.

Notasulga, No.92—Returns very much defaced by putting
on the seal with printer’sink.

_columbus, No. 93.—Returns very carelessly made out; in-
itials used; seal illegible ; one P. M. put down’as M. M .; dues
estimated at $1.25, but the right amount set down on the back.

Daniel Pratt,No.9.—Date not filled out.

shelby, No. 97 —a. Inv. not filled up; no seal; no date to
2 exaltations.

Oxford, No. 98.—No seal.

Thomas M. Bragg, No. 99.—Abbreviations used ; no seal;
A. Inv. Wrong.

Mineral City, No. 101.—Ahbbreviations and initials used ;
no seal; one reported dead and same name among the mem-
bers; no date to death ; time of regular convocations not put
down.

Fraternally,

EDWARD G. WALKER,
Chairman.
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The following are the Standing Committees of the
Grand Chapter:

ON WORK.
H. Clay A rmstrong e, Notasulga.
Joseph H. Johnson . Talladega.
LuckieW.Jenkins .................................................................. Camden
CUSTODIAN OF THE WORK.
Myles J. Greene, Virtute OffiCii s .Loacliapoka.

ON MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE.

James E. Cobb Tuskegee.
James M.Dedman ..................................................................... SE|ma.
Robert Di W ebB s Livingston.
ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

Palmer J.Pilt.ans ............................................................ MOblle
George W.Taylor ................................................................. Rock Mills.
George W.Thigpe/i ............................................................... GreeﬂVIHG.
DeWitt C.W h it e v MOU|t0n
ThomasS.Lowry ....................................................................... Marlon

And there bemgCno further business to be brought

before ti&e Grand Chapter, the minutes were read and

approved.

IO/gnd then, after solemn prayer to the Throne of

Grace by the R. Ex. and Rev. randChaPIaln, Com-
anion “James K. Hazen, the Most Excellent Grand
oyal Arch Chapter of the State of Alabama was

closed in Ample Form.
DANIEL SAYRE,

Grand Secretary.
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MEMORANDA.

REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND CHAPTERS NEAR THE
GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA.

Peleg Brown  .veeveeiieinenns Mobile Indiana.
Palmer \]. Pillans. ... Mobile .. Louisiana.
David Clopton . Montgomery........... Mississippi.
Daniel Sayr e .. Montgomery............. Oregon.
Henry Clay Armstrong Notamlga......... Nova Scotia
Peleg Browhn i Mobile.....coooeiii, M issouri.
Peleg Browhn s Mobile....cooviniene. Tennessee.

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA
NEAR OTHER GRAND CHAPTERS.

George R. Fearn auummmmmmn, CantoN..mn, MlSSISSIppI.
Richard P Earhar tummm ST U LY DR Oregon.
John W. Simons.m. NEW YOIk New York.
Harvey G Hazelriggaumm Indianapolis...uu.. |nd|ana

Johnathan S. Dawson ... Paris..iee Tennessee.
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To the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, Officers and Companions of the M. EXx.
Grand Chapter of Alabama :

Your Committee on Correspondence beg leave to say that the following re-
port was prepared under very unfavorable conditions, the Chairman having
received the proceedings of the several Grand Chapters on the eve of his depar-
ture from home and to which he had but few opportunities of returning before
the session of your Grand Body. He therefore hopes that a fair allowance be
made for imperfections, and we throw ourself upon the well known and oft ex-
perienced charity of our companions.

We, however, lay before you so much of the following proceedings as may
be deemed either interesting or instructive,

ARKANSAS

Sends us greeting the proceedings of 23rd Convocation held in October, 1872,
presided over by the Most Excellent Past Grand High Priest, E. H. English,
who announced that the Convocation had been postponed until a later period
on account of the State elections coming on at this period, but to conform to
constitutional requirements the Grand Chapter was now opened, when by reso-
lution it was closed until first Monday in January, 1873.

On this day the Grand Chapter was opened in Ample Form hy the Most Ex-
cellent Grand High Priest, G. A. Dannelly, and L. E. Barber, Grand Secre-
tary, with representatives from 26 Subordinates.

The Grand High Priest announced harmony among the Craft with zeal in-
spiring them. He counsels to avoid intemperance and profanity.

Dispensations for 7 new Chapters were granted.

He ruled that a R. A. mason desiring to affiliate must also be an affiliated
blue lodge mason at the time. Which, however, was reported upon unfavorably
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by Committee on masonic law and usage and was not approved by Grand
Chapter.
We notice that this Grand Chapter has adopted as an amendment to their

Constitution that “no vote (for officers) shall be counted unless the Companion
be placed in nomination and the nomination seconded.”

As usual our Companions in Arkansas are alive to the educational wants of
the youth, and appropriate their surplus funds to this end in the maintenance
of St. John’s College.

Number of Chapters 65; number making returns 47 ; number exaltations
171; whole number R. A. masons 1498.

Most Excellent Companion Dannelly again elected Grand High Priest.
Excellent L. E. Barber again elected Grand Secretary.
No report on Correspondence.

CANADA.

Most Excellent Companion T. Wilson, as Grand Z., opened this Grand
Chapter, on 14th August, 1872, the Most Excellent Grand Z., T. Douglas Har-
rington being absent.

There were representatives from 37 chartered Chapters and 3 U. D.
present.

We learn from the address of the Most Excellent Grand Z. that a G. R. Ark
Lodge has been organized in Canada. Of this we know nothing, but Com-
panion Harrington says, in reference to application of the G. R. Ark Lodge of
England seeking recognition, “I failed to understand its connection with
Royal Arch Masonry.”

There appears also a desire on the part of the Grand Mark Lodge of Eng-
Tind to establish a foothold on this continent and Companion Harrington, in ref-
erence to this says, “Any mark warrant issued from and by England could not
be recognised, and ought to be withdrawn and cancelled, and that any other
course could not fail to seriously imperil the friendly relations now existing be-
tween the two bodies.” This course, on the part of the Grand Mark Lodge of
England would be an infringement of the jurisdiction of the G. R. A. Chapter
of Canada, which could not be tolerated by any of the various G. R. A. Chap-
ters of the United .States.

Companion Harrington having presided for 11 years offers his farewell to the
Grand Chapter.

Dispensations for 6 new Chapters were granted.

At this convocation an effort was made so to alter the constitution as to je-
cognize all the degrees of the A. A. Rite, and also the degrees of Cryptic Ma-
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sonry, but the matter was referred to the Executive Committee, and therefore
lies over until the next annual convocation.

R. E. Companion S. B. Harmon was elected M. E. Grand Z., and the Grand
Chapter unanimously adopted the following:

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter cannot permit its esteemed M. E. G. Z.,
T. D. Harington, to retire from the honorable position of its chief presiding offi-
cer— the enormous duties of which office he has ably discharged for the past
eleven years—without recording its warmest appreciation of the untiring zeal
and eminently sound judgment displayed by him in the multifarious questions
that have, during that lengthened period, required his careful consideration and
decision ; and to mark in a more substantial manner that appreciation, it is here-
by resolved that the E. Council be a Committee to prepare an address in accord-
ance with this resolution, to be accompanied with a suitable testimonial, on
which shall be inscribed the high regard entertained for our M. E. Companion,
and the eminent services rendered by him to Capitular Masonry.

Number of Chapters on roll, 50; Members of Chapters on roll, 2154; Exalt-
ations, 252.

Companion Henry Robertson on behalfof the Committee on Correspondence,
made report on thirty pamphlets of proceedings, among which we find ours for
1871.

We again express our obligations to our companion for the proceedings from
Scotland, and make no apology for extracting the whole of his report, because
we wish to give the Companions of this jurisdiction all information available on
this subject.

A very important change was made in the working of the degrees sanctioned
by the Grand Chapter, being nothing less than the total erasure of the Past
Master’'s Degree. The Grand Lodge of Scotland, having agreed to adopt a
degree to be conferred on Masters of Craft Lodges, the Grand Chapter gave up
the degree of Past Master, and ordered it to be expunged from the series of de-
grees, authorized to be worked by virtue of charters granted to the subordi-
nate Chapters by the Grand Chapter.

This change comes into operation on the 23rd September next, and until
then Chapters may work the degree or not as they see fit. The alterations thus
introduced into the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter will have the effect of as-
similating the working in Scotland to that of England and Ireland.

The Supreme Chapter resolved not to extend recognition to the Grand Chap-
ter of Nova Scotia. The reasons are given in the report of the Committee, as
follows :

"From this last mentioned document, it appears that there are three Chapters
on roll of the ‘Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Nova Scotia." That
the total number of members of Chapters holding of it is 136. That during
last year the number admitted was 30, and that the balance at the credit of the
‘Grand Chapter’ is $146 46, or in English money ~30, is. ud.

“In these circumstances the Committee cannot recommend recognition.
To recognize as a Grand Chapter a body having fewer members, fewer ad-
missions during the year, and less funds at its credit, than each of several sub-
ordinate Chapters holding of the Supreme Chapter, which could be named,
appears to your Committee to be making a burlesque of Grand Chapters, and
has a manifest tendency to lower the dignity and impair the efficiency of Grand
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Chanters in general. Moreover the Chapters holding of the Supreme Chapter
in Nova Scotia do not desire such recognition to be accorded, and the Com-
mittee think it would be most inexpedient to give any countenance to the
body now seeking recognition.”

We continue our extracts relative to the Conference on the Mark Degree,

and give the legislation on the degree of Past Master as connected there-
with.

‘‘In obedience to a remit from the Supreme Chapter, the Committee have
carefully considered the published report of the proceedings of the Conference
in London, and as copies of that report are in the hands of all members of the
Supreme Chapter, it is unnecessary to say anything in addition to the facts
therein contained. The object of the Conference primarily was to make some
arrangement for the working of the Mark Master’s Degree in England, but the
more general and infinitely more important question has been raised, as to the
possibility of bringing about uniformity of working the degrees in three coun-
tries of England, Ireland and Scotland, and as tbe greater of these questions
necessarily includes the lesser, the Committee will deal with that.”

At the outset, and with the view of considering this question, it is of the
greatest importance to keep in view the differences in the working in the differ-
ent countries where the English language is spoken, in order that it may appear
what changes would he necessary to harmonize these workings.

i. England,—According to the constitutions and practice of the Grand
Lodge and Chapter of England, no Degrees are sanctioned or wrought except
the three Degrees of St. John’s Masonry, viz : Entered Apprentice, Fellow
Craft and Maslei Mason, and the Royal Arch Degree, the latter being thus the
fourth degree in their series. In addition to this, the Chair Degrees are con-
ferred upon the Masters of Lodges and the three Principals of Chapters. These
Chair Degrees, however, are not viewed as parts of Ancient Masonry, but the
Committee believe rather as ceremonies with secrets attached to them. Be-
yond this, no degrees are sanctioned by the Grand Lodge and Chapter of Eng-
land. It may also be noticed that these two Grand Bodies in England, al-
though under different names, are, for all practical purposes, but one body.

2. SCOTLAND,— In Scotland the governing bodies of St. John’s and Royal
Arch Masonry are quite distinct, and, although maintaining most friendly re-
Titions, and presided over by the same Brother and Companion, yet have no
connection the one with the other.

The Grand Lodge of Scotland recognizes only the three degrees ofSt. John’s
Masonry, including the Mark, the latter being held to be a part of the Fel-
low Craft Degree, although its working by Lodges is optional, and, to prevent
c infusion with Brethren admitted under different: constitutions, only con-
ferred upon Master Masons and in a separate Lodge. The Grand Lodge has no
Cha:r Degree for its Masters of Lodges. It has a Ceremonial for their in-
s illation,but this Ceremonial contains no secrets.

The Grand Chapter of Scotland recognizes and works the degrees in the fol-
lowing order:— (i.) Mark Master. (2.) Past Master. (3.) Excellent Master,
including the.Super Excellent Degree or passing the Veils ;and (4.) The Royal
Arch, the Excellent, Super Excellent, and Royal Arch Degrees are, however,
never separated. In addition to these there are some side degrees which may hi
working, be worked under the Chapter Warrants, but which can be conferred
on only Royal Arch Masons in possession of Diplomas, these are, (1.) The Royal
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Ark Mariners’ Degree, and (2) The Red Cross Degrees, consisting of Knights of
the Sword, Knights of the East and Knights of the East and West. There are
also the three Chair Degrees, restricted to the three Principals of Chapters.

3. Iretand.—The Grand Lodge and Chapter of Ireland are, as regards
constitution, more nearly akin to England, but as to the degrees recognized by
them and worked by their Lodges and Chapters, they more nearly resemble
Scotland.

The Grand Lodge of Ireland recognizes the three degrees of St. John's Ma-
sonry only, but it has a degree or ceremonial conferred on Masters of Lodges
on their taking the Chair as in England, and no one can speak or vote at meet-
ings of GrandjLodge as a'Master, unless he be.registered as the installed Master
of a Lodge of St. John’s Masonry, and possess a certificate.

The Grand Chapter regognizes, (1.) The Mark Master. (2.) The Excellent.
(3.) The Super Excellent, and (4.) The Royal Arch. These last three degrees
now, as in Scotland, form in Ireland one ceremony, although formerly they
were worked separately. The “ Virtual Past Masters" Degree, which was
formerly given in Ireland, has been abolished. The Chapters in Ireland do not
work the Ark Mariners Degree, but the three Principalsof the Chapters receive
Chair Degrees, applicable each to his Chair.

The Red Cross Degrees, consisting of Knights of the Sword, Knights of the
East, and Knights of the East and West, are worked in Ireland under the
Grand Conclave of Knights Templar.

4. AMERICA.— The American working is almost identical with the Scottish.
In America there is a separate Grand Lodge and Chapter in every State of the
Union, but these all agree in their system of working, excepting only the State
of Pennsylvania, which adopts a slightly different view of the Past Master's De-
gree, which in the State is conferred under dispensation from the Grand Lodge,
but in all the other States the following is the order of the degrees.

Under the Grand Lodges the three degrees of St. John’s Masonry. These
Grand Lodges have no Chair Degrees.

The Grand Chapters reeognize the Mark Master, the Past Master, the Mo:-t
Excellent Master, and the Royal Arch. In some States the degrees of Royal
and select Master are worked, but in each of these States there is a separate
governing body for these degrees. The Ark Mariner is not worked under the
Chapter Warrants and the Red Cross is worked as in Ireland, under the Grand
Temple Encampments.

5. Canada.— The working of the Grand Lodge and Chapter of Canada so
much resembles the American working (except Pennsylvania) that it is un-
necessary more particularly to notice it.

From the foregoing analysis of the workings of the Degrees in the different
countries mentioned, it will he seen that all agree, with unimportant differences,
except England— but that the English working is so very different from all the
rest that much practical inconvenience arises in the case of English Compan-
ions visiting any otheer country where the English language is spoken.

With regard to the Scotch working, although in all essentials it corresponds
with Ireland, America and Canada, still the Committee think that advantage
might be taken of the present movement to assimilate the working of the
Degrees in the different countries, to make some improvements upon the Scotch
system, and with this view they would now suggesti—

1. That an attempt should be made to induce the Grand Lodge of Scotland
to sanction a Ceremonial with Secrets to be given to theactual Master ofa Craft
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Lodge on his taking the Chair, similar to that conferred in England and Ireland,
and

2. ‘Fhat the Supreme Chapter should give up the working of the Past M
ter’s Degree, as has been done in Ireland.

The advantages arising from these changes, both in the case of the Grand
Lodge and Chapter of Scotland would be great. If the Grand Lodge would
sanction such a ceremonial as has now been indicated, and would keep a record
of the names of all installed Masters, and, if thought necessary, furnish them
with a Certificate or Diploma, for a small charge, as is done in the case of the
Installed Principals of Scotch Chapters, not only would the Scotch working in
this respect be brought into harmony with the English and Irish, but it would
be a great boon to the Masters of Scotch Lodges themselves, aud, by tending to
raise their status, would be an encouragementto a better class of Masons to
seek the honor of passing the Chair. At present there is no check upon any one
calling himself a P2st Master, and wearing the insignia of that rank, nor do any
means exist by which a bcnajfidePast Master can establish his claim ; but were a
record kept and Diplomas issued an effectual remedy against these evils would
be provided, and a Past Master would have evidence of his rank which he could
carry about with him.

Again, as regards the Past Master's Degree, the Committee look upon it as a
very undesirable one to keep up, if the Grand Lodge would consent to have genu-
ine installed Masters. It is undoubted, that some very awkward mistakes have
occurred in consequence of Companionswho had received that degree fancying
themselves entitled to the rank of Past Masters in Craft Lodges, and, looking to
the whole circumstances, the Committee would recommend the Supreme Chap-
ter to take steps for the purpose of expunging that Degree from the series.

The more important matter, however, to be considered undoubtedly is the
English working. As appears from the report of the Conferrence, and also from
the analysis now givenf there are no intermediate Degrees in England between
the Master Mason and Royal Arch Degrees. This is so practically inconven-
ient in the other countries referred to that the Committee would recommend the
Supreme Chapter once more to bring the whole matter before the Grand Chap-
ter of England, and ask that Grand Body either to assume the management of
the Degrees worked in all the other countries refeired to, or to recognize some
Grand Body in England to which the superintendence of these Degrees could
be committed. But should the Grand Chapter of England decline to adopt
either course, the Committee would recommend the Supreme Chapter in con-
junction with the Grand Chapter of Ireland, to consider as to according recog-
nition, in so far as they are concerned, to a Governing Body in England over
these Degrees.

As will be seen by referring to the Report of the Conference, the propriety of
again approaching the Grand Lodge and Chapter of England was strongly
deprecated by the representatives of the English Mark Lodge present at the
Conference, and the Committee are not prepared to say that there may not
be some force in the remarks then made, but from various considerations the
Committee think another attempt should be made toget the Grand Lodge and
Chapter of England to assume the management of the Degrees referred to.

I, The Committee are much impressed by the remarks of Bro. W. W. B.
Beach, M. P., at page 37 of the Report of the Conference, and which are as
follows:

“Bro. Beach.—There is considerable similarity in the working in Scotland
and Ireland, America and Canada, and if certain points of want of similitude
were conceded, the whole of the working might be made almost identical or
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uniform. The English working seems to be the only working different to agen-
eral system prevailing through the rest of these countries. Hitherto Grand Lodge
and Grand Chapter of England have laid down the abstract rule that no new
Degree shall be considered or recognized, because at the time of the Union
certain conditions were agreed to and insisted on. They have had 10 special
reason since that time to reverse the decision at which they then arrived. They
did so on one occasion with reference to the Mark Degree, but on the confirma-
tion of the minutes they repealed their own deliberate opinion. But if they
were to be approached in a different manner, and told that though they might
believe these Degrees to be intrinsically ofno importance as far as the integrity
of Freemasonry goes, but that a general system of uniformity being arrived at,
if they could be induced to join or to consent to a general system, the whole of
the system of Freemasonry of these various countries might be made almost uni-
form ; then I think a degree ofinfluence would be brought to bear, to which
hitherto they had been strangers. There would be two courses for them to
adopt, the one would be to consent to recognize those Degrees by themselves,
and the other would be to give a tacit acknowledgmentof them, They might be
told that if they would not consent to work themselves—which they might
reasonably consent to do— they should give a consent to some organization
which would take the position they themselves were not anxious to occupy.
That seems to me a most desirable state of things to arrive at; and I, for my-
self, considering the number of Masons in England who are interested in pro-
moting such a change, see no reason why it should not be promoted and ar-
rived at."

2. In all other countries where the English language is spoken, except Eng-
land, the Grand Lodges and Chapters are the recognized guardians of these
Degrees, and there seems no good reason why England should stand alone,
when the only effect of her system is to exclude her Members from Lodges in
countries.

3. The Committee would also remind the Supreme Chapter, that any former
communications made to the Grand Chapter of England had reference to the
Mark Degree alone, and contained merely a narrative of its position in Eng-
land— but now a good deal of information as to the origin and history of the
Degree, and the practical inconvenience arising from different workings under
different constitutions, and the propriety of assimilating them is fully brought
out, and it is right the Grand Chapter of England should have an opportunity
of considering these.

4. The Committee would not desire the recognition of any new Masonic Gov-
erning Body in England if this step could possibly be avoided, (1.) Because such
body exists in no other country, and (2.) because were such body recognized
and becoming numerically very powerful, as it undoubtedly would, it might
affect prejudicially the Grand Lodge and Chapter of England.”

“ Copies of this Report having been printed and circulated among the mem-
bers of Supreme Chapter, a long discussion ensued, when ultimately it was
moved by Companion Mann, G. S. N., seconded by CompanionJohn' Laurie,
P. Z., No. 72, and unanimously agreed to, that the Report of the Committee be
approved of, and that the M. E. First G. Principal be requested to Communi-
cate the same to the First Grand Principal of the Grand Chapter of England,
with a view to ascertaining if any and what arrangement can be made for giving
effect to the objects of the Report; and, further, that the Report be also commu-
nicated to the Grand Lodge of Scotland, specially with reference to the Past
Master’s Degree."”

“ 20TH December 1871.— Some discussion thereafter ensued as to the course
the Supreme Chapter should take in the event of the Grand Lodge agreeing to
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sanction a Ceremonial or Degree to be conferred on the actual Masters Lodges;
and, with the view of putting the matter in shape, Companion Mann, G. S. N.,
tabled the following motion for discussion to next Quarterly Communication :

That, in event of the Grand Lodge of Scotland resolving to confer a Chair
Degree upon actual Masters of Lodges, the Supreme Chapter shall give up the
working of the Past Masters Degree, and expunge it from the series of Degrees
worked under Charters granted by the Supreme Chapter.”

Copy of resolution passed by the Grand Lodge of Scotland at the Quarterly
Communication, on 5th February, 1872 :

1. " That the Grand Lodge shall recognize a Ceremonial or Degree to be
conferred on Masters of Lodges on their taking the Chair of a Lodge, similar to
that conferred in England and Ireland.”

2. “ That a Register shall be kept, by the Grand Clerk of Installed Masters,
and he shall record the name of every Installed Master therein, and furnish a
diploma upon a certificate being sent, signed by three recorded Installed Mas-
ters, that the Ceremonial or Degree has been duly conferred. The fee for reg-
istration and Diploma to be 2s. 6d.

3. “ That this Cermonial or Degree shall under no circumstances whatever be
conferred on any one except the actual Master of a Lodge, or one who pro-
duces a certificate from the Lodge that he has occupied a chair as duly elected
Master.”

4. “That with the view of carrying out these resolutions, three or more Mas-
ters of Lodges or Past Masters, to be selected by the Grand Lodge, shall pro-
cure themselves duly installed by three or more English or Irish Installed Mas-
ters, and shall thereupon adjust the Ritual to be used in the future.”

5. “That thereafter the said Installed Masters shall duly install three or more
Past Masters in the cities of Glasgow, Aberdeen, Dundee, Perth, etc., and in any
of the larger towns, the Brethren in which may desire it.”

6. “That the Ceremonial of Degree shall only be conferred when three or
more Installed Masters are present, and any Lodge having that number of In-
stalled Masters present at a meeting may confer the Ceremonial or Degree up-
on its Masters; but in the event of any Lodge not having a sufficient number of
Installed Masters, it shall be competent to the Master of that Lodge to procure
himself installed at any Lodge having three Installed Masters, provided he pro-
duce evidence to the satisfaction of these Installed Masters that he is a bonafid*
Master of a Lodge.”

Eo die.— Thereafter, Companion Mann, G. S. N., proposed the motion on the
subject of the Past Masters Degree, of which he had given notice at last quar-
terly communication, and the same having been seconded by Companion William
Hay, a discussion ensued, in which Companion Matier and others took part.
The Supreme Chapter unanimously resolved, in consequence of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland having agreed to confer a degree upon the Actual Masters
of Lodges to give up the working of the Past Masters degree, and to ex-
punge from the series of degrees worked under Charters granted by the Su-
preme Chapter. Farther, with the view of carrying this resolution into effect,
and to notify the same to all Chapters holding Charters from the Supreme
Chapter, itwas remitted to the Committee, with powers to make such alter-
ations upon the Ritual, Charters, Diplomas, and Laws of the Supreme Chap-
ter, as would meet the existing state of matters; also, to fix the date at which
the law should come into operation, keeping in view the necessity of intimating
the same to Foreign Chapters.”

“March ii, 1872.— Having taken up Remit fiom the Supreme Chapter as
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to the Past Masters Degree, and carefully considered the Ritual, Charter and
Diploma and By-Laws, at present in use, the Committee made the
necessary alterations on them, to meet the changes in the law when the
same came into operation ; and, as it was necessary to communicate these
changes to Chapters abroad, it was resolved that the New Law should be bind-
ing on and after 23rd September, 1872, and that until then itshould be optional to
Chapters to work the degree or not as they pleased; but that new Charters
granted should not contain any power to~work the degree.”

The Right Hon. the Earl of Rosslyn is Grand Z. and R. E. Companion Lind-
say Mackersey G. Scribe E.

The proceedings of our Grand Chapter receive courteous notice at his
hands.

DELAWARE.

The fifth Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was opened by Most Ex-
cellent Companion J. R. McFee, Grand High Priest, on the 15th of January,
1873-

We copy the following from the address of the Most Excellent Grand High
Priest:

“And now, Companions, in entering upon the labors of this Convocation, let
us cherish the mysterious and solemn ties which unite us together, and let us
pledge anew our vows of Holy brotherhood. Let us remember that we owe it
to ourselves to maintain harmony, to soothe irritation, to aid and assist, to pro-
mote Charity; and that we owe it to our noble Institution to advance its best
interests, to examine its movements, to regulate its progress, to protect it from
danger, and to see that the snow-white banner of its purity receives no spot or
stain. So shall we depart from this Hall with the testimony of a good con-
science, and the proud satisfaction that our work has been good work, square work,
such as there are orders to receive. And so, if true to ourselves and to our
God, shall we pursue our journey of life that leads to the City and the Temple,
treading with the confidence every dangerous path and every rugged way, pen-
etrating, humbly yet fearlessly, every solemn veil; comforted and cheered by
every mysterious sign and word of exhortation ; and when the great proclama-
tion shall be proliounced from the Throne, we will go up to the New Jerusalem
duly and truly prepared to aid and assist tn rebuilding that house, beneath
whose living arches the mysteries of the future will be revealed.”

Number of Chapters 5; number of members 225 ; exaltations 43.

Companion G. W . Stone was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and
notwithstanding his earnestly expressed wish to be relieved Companion J. P.
AUmond was re-elected Grand Secretary.

There is no report on Correspondence.

GEORGIA.

W e have the proceedings of this Grand Chapter for its Convocation held oll
30th of April 1873, at which Companion G. W. Adams, Most Excellent Grand
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High Priest, presided, and at which the representatives of 38 Subordinates were
present.

In reference to the address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest we beg
leave to quote, as our own, the opinion of the Committee on High Priests ad-
dress, who say :

“The Committee take pleasure in expressing high commendation at the terse-
ness, and practicability of the address, and would characterise it as a model for
conciseness and common sense."

But we may be allowed to differ with him in regard to the value of corres-
pondence committees. Indeed, those proceedings which have no such report
are to a great extent insipid and uninstructive, and we think that evidences are
not wanting to show that where the knowledge of the doings of our companions
of other jurisdictions is most thorough and extensive, there also are to be found
most masonic harmony and zeal. Had Companion Blackshear been allowed to
lay before the Companions of Georgia, his able and interesting reports, doubt-
less an exhausted treasury, and expiring altar fires would not now have been the
wailing cry of our neighbors. We copy from the address, Companion Adams’
opinion of these reports, and the opinions of Companion Taylor, one of the re-
porters of Illinois, that the Companions of this jurisdiction may contrast them
and solve this question for themselves.

Companion Adams says:

“As there was no Committee on Foreign Correspondence appointed at our
last Convocation, | have notfelt it my duty to make any report thereon, as | am
skeptic as to any value to be derived by our members from the long Reports on
Foreign Correspondence, which appear in our printed proceedings, cumber our
minutes, and tax our treasury."”

And Companion Taylor says :

“While we defer much to Companion Griscom’s great talent and long ex-
perience as a member of the reportorial corps— he having furnished these re-
ports to his Grand Chapter for the last twenty years or thereabouts—we
must beg leave to differ most completely and entirely from his estimate of the
duties of Correspondence Committee. We regard them as appointed to
present and discuss everything, whether law, decisions or resolutions reported
in the proceedings laid before them. They are the Areopagus so to speak, of
the order, and are, we think, selected to challenge every new comer into the
realm of masonic thought or action, and to require of him that he give a good
account of himself before he is allowed to enter the lines, and be recognized as
properly there. No writer of these reports can do his duty and shirk the free,
fearless and well-considered expression of his views, backed with such argu-
ments as he may be able to adduce in their support. By this collision of minds
presenting the carefully digested result of study and care, the masonic society
is rendered wiser, and the standard of its literary character is raised to respec-
tability. These reports, while discussing the very subjects objected to by Com-
panion Griscom, have done more to elevate Freemasonry into respectability,
and to give it self-respect, than all other appliances put together; and to do them
away or to cripple their efficiency, is to'remand the society to its old position—
the one it holds now in countries where such reports are not known— that of a
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mere dining club, where feeding is the great business, and the remainder is
shoved out of sight or slurred over as of the least importance. Companion
Griscom’s own reports are proofs of the error of his views, as he is unable to
content himself with merely giving the bald statistics of Royal Arch Masonry,
but in spite of himself brings in discussions of law and points decided. His
abilities and experience would be of great advantage if he could see it to be
his duty to go yet further and in hiscourteous manner and with his logical mind,
discuss the questions constantly lying in his path.”

A reference to the table of Chapters shows that the Royal Craft is by no
means prosperous in our sister jurisdiction.

Chapters on roll 63; number of members 1927; number exalted 152; num-
ber forfeiting charters 7 ; number making no returns 12.

Old officers re-elected.

ILLINOIS.

Of this jurisdiction the Grand Chapter was opened in Ample Form by Most
Excellent Companion, James A. Hawley, Grand High Priest, on 24th October,
1872, there being present representatives from 119 Subordinate Chapters.

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest alludes in most touching terms, to tha
great calamity which overwhelmed Chicago in October, 1871 ; and of the open-
handed relief extended to the helpless and the needy by the Companions of
that and sister jurisdictions.

O fthe condition of the Craft he says:

“The record of my official acts during the past year will be quite brief. The
prosperity of our beloved institution is everywhere apparent, not only in this
jurisdiction, but throughout our entire country. The gratifying intelligence
comes up to us from all quarters that the Royal Craft are uniformly pursuing
their labors in peace and harmony, and are quietly but steadily ‘erecting a sec-
ond Temple, which we hope will be indeed that Spiritual House not made with
hands, eternal in the Heavens." Owing to this happy and prosperous condition
of our Order, in Illinois, there have been but few demands for official interfer-
ence. None of these have been of a very grave or serious character, and have
by generous concessions, been happily settled without engendering bad feel-
ings, and to the entire- satisfaction of those concerned: and | do not deem it
necessary or advisable to occupy your time with a recital of grievances that
have already been healed.”

He closes his address as follows;

“And now, Companions, my official duties are nearly completed ; | am about

to return to you this emblem of honor and authority which you so kindly placed
in my hands one year ago. But before doing so, allow me to express—so far as
words can— my grateful appreciation of your kindness, and thank you for the
many honors you have conferred upon me. In the discharge of my official du-
ties I-have endeavored to be guided, so far as possible, by the Golden Rule.
That | have made mistakes, and fallen short of your expectations, is more than
probable. Yet | have the consciousness of having endeavored to discharge the
duties of this high position faithfully, and by precept and example to inculcate
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those great moral truths—Temperance, Fortitude, Pruduce, and Justice—
knowing that an institution founded, as ours is, upon these cardinal virtues, can-
not be shaken or destroyed by any attacks that may come from without, and
that to insure the perpetuity of our grand old Order we have only to see that
its members practice what they profess. In conclusion, let me urge you, my
Companions, to banish intemperance and profanity from our Chapters, and let
us endeavor, so far as in us lies, to make them *“as beautiful as the Temple—
peaceful as the Ark—and sacred as the Most Holy Place and may you all,
my Companions, “be endued with every good and perfect gift while traveling
the rugged path of life, and finally be admitted within the veil of Heaven to the
full enjoyment of life eternal.”

The Committee on Lectures reported as follows:

“Your Committee on Lectures, appointed at the last Convocation, have
given the subject such consideration as their opportunities would allow, and re-
spectfully report that they find the subject fraught with many difficulties, and
that in their opinion, with the work now promulgated in this jurisdiction, and the
monitors published by Eminent Companions, there really exists no pressing
need of any system of lectures more than we now have, and recommend no
action in the case, and ask to be discharged from any further consideration of
the subject.

“ Respectfully submitted.”

Number of Chapters on roll 151 ; number of members 9378 ; number ex-
alted 711 ; number vacant Chapters 6.

Most Excellent Companion A. W. Blakesley was made Grand High Priest
and Excellent Companion J. H. Miles Grand Secretary.

Companion Miles made report on Correspondence, reviewing the proceed-
ings of 33 Grand Chapters, among which we find ours.

Liberal extracts are made from the address of our Past Grand High Priest
Armstrong and a fraternal notice of ourself.

INDIANA.

“The Grand Chapter of this State assembled in Annual Communication”
on 23rd October, 1873, Most Excellent Companion Rees J. Chestnutwood,
Grand High Priest, presiding. The representatives of 75 Subordinate Chapters
were present.

From the address of the Grand High Priest we learn that harmony prevails,
and a perusal of the proceedings shows that though in places the fires are be-
coming extinguished or allowed to languish and flicker, yet in others they are
burning brightly and new ones are being lighted and new alters erected.

Number of Chapters on roll, 88 ; number vacant, 5; number of members,
4116; number Exalted, 420.

Companion Chesnutwood submitted report on correspondence and we regret
that the proceedings from Alabama, are not among those received. He how-
ever, very approvingly quotes from the address of P. G. H. P. Armstrong, his
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remarks on the granting of dispensations quoting from the proceedings of
Canada.

We beg Companion Chesnutwood to call upon that printer and anihilate
him for making us P. J. Penan as he has in his comment on Maine. We
know of nothing more unendurable than fo have our laurels bestowed upon
some other fellow.

IOWA.

The Proceedings of the eighteenth Grand Annual Convocation come to us
with a very finely engraved portrait of Companion E. A.'Guilbert. the E. G. H.
P. and tell us that he opened the Grand Chapter on the 16th of October 1872, in
ample form. In his address he says :

“ The capitular year is ended, and again we have assembled in our annual

feast of tabernacles,” to review the labors of the past and take counsel to-
gether concerning the weal of the royal craft, whose constituted legislators we
are. Glad and thankful am | to be able to announce that, so far as | am in-
formed, none of the officers or members of this Grand Chapter have been re-
moved from our companionship by death ; and that, asa rule, " peace has been
within our walls, and prosperity within our palaces.” It is likewise a source of
gratification to me, that, during the year, the communication between the Grand
High Priest and the official members of the Chapters has been so general. It
has sufficed to give me a somewhat intimate knowledge of the doings of the
craft, and has been exceedingly pleasant besides. In the absence of any regu-
lations concerning official visitations, such free and frequent communication is
the only way in which the official head of the Order can become advised as to the
needs and condition of the craft, and | would be very glad to see the custom
grow more general from year to year.”

W e cannot agree with the High Priest in this decision. By it he would in-
troduce discord among the craft rather than disappoint a profane.

“ Third Query. ‘A Master Mason, in good standing, petitions our Chapter
for the degrees. A companion who, as it now appears, was unfavorable to his
election, was present when the petition was received, but made no ohjection to
its reference to a committee of investigation. It was so referred. The com-
panion knew when the petition matured, but was not present at the balloting,
although he acknowledged that he could have been present; neither did he
make objections to the committee. The petitioner, who is one of our best citi-
zens, was elected. Now the companion claims the fight to prevent me from
conferring the degrees. Has he the rightto-do'this under these circumstances ?’

Answer. It would be rank injustice, and therefore an unmasOnic act, for
you, as High Priest, to heed objections made under the circumstances detailed.
The objector should be required to state his objections fully; and you should
judge as to their efficiency. If he fails to do this, you should pay no further at-
tention to him, but proceed to confer the degrees on the candidate, who has
been lawfully elected, and that, too, with the-full knowledge of.the Objector.”

And below we give tbe report of Committee on Jurisprudence on this sub-
ject which we hold to be sound.

"We recommend the approval and adoption of the decisions made by the
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M. E. Grand High Priest, referred to in his address, except the answer to the
third query. 'The right of any companion in good standing to object to the
conferring of the Degrees of Royal Arch Masonry upon a brother Mason, we
claim to be inherent, and, whenever made, must be respected. If the objector
shall, in a captious spirit, actuated by unworthy motives, for the purpose of
seeking revenge for supposed personal injuries upon frivolous pretexts, in this
manner seek to frustrate the objects of the Order, and prevent the advancement
of a worthy brother, it would be the duty of the Chapter promptly to visit, with
condign punishment, the.Companion who thus grossly offends; but to us it is
clear, that a companion thus objecting cannot, in the summary way, be over-
borne, and his solemn protests disregaded. Upon charges properly preferred,
and due trial had, alone should the matter be determined. Any other course to
us seems fraught with danger, and an infringement, upon the individual rights
of the members. For these, and qtfrer reasons that might be urged, we are of
the opinion that any companion has the right to object to the conferring of
capitular degrees, or any of them, upon any one at any time before it isactually
done, and that when such objection is made by a companion in good standing
it must be respected.”

The following was referred to Committee on Jurisprudence :

"Resolved, as ageneral regulation, That no Chapter in this jurisdiction shall
retain any companion as a member in good standing who is not affiliated with
some Lodge, but that if he has dimitted from his Lodge, he shall occupy a cor-
responding position in reference to’his Chapter.”

Who reported as follows :

“Beg leave to report advising the adoption thereof, with the following
amendment, viz : that it shall be of force in cases of a continued dimission of
one year, or where the party has not applied for membership in a Lodge
upon his dimit and been rejected ; recommendations contained in the report of
the Committee on address of the M. E. Grand High Priest having rendered
such action necessary, which is getting along pretty fast.”

Number of Chapters on roll 67; new Chapters 2; number making returns
64; number exaltations 424; number.members in 64 Chapters 3059.

Companions Guilbert and Landridge were again elected Grand High Priest
and Grand Secretary.

Companion W. D. Taylor again, in his happy vein, made a report of his re-
view of the proceedings of 31 Grand Chapters, together with those of the G.
Grand Chapter and the Grand Lodge of M. M. Masons of England and Wales.
Among these we find those from Alabama for 1871, which receives a courteous
notice. We are sorry if we should have said or written anything offensive to
Companion Taylor, and we know that we held Companion Wright up as a pat-
tern for imitation by our own Grand High Priests. We think too much of
both the Grand High Priest and the reporter to want to quarrel, so we thank
Companion Taylor for his consideration.

Just before closing this report on the eve of the Annual Convocation we have
received the report of Companion Taylor for the following year, but must lay
it over.
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KANSAS.

The Grand Chapter was opened in Ample Form by Most Excellent E. D.
Hillyer, Grand High Priest, on 14th October, 1872, with representatives from
14 Chapters present.

From the address of the Grand High Priest we clip the following :

"Whoever is not willing to sacrifice his personal preferences and individual
tastes for the welfare of the Order, should never have been admitted into the
Tabernacle. If Royal Arch Masons are content to stand upon the common
level of conventional morality, they are wholly deficient in that lofty spirit and
laudable ambition which should ever inspire a Companion of the Order. While
there isignorance to be enlightened, suffering to relieve, intolerance to be van-
quished, or sorrows to soothe, the Companions of the Order may not stand by
idly in listless inaction. The field of masonic labor before us is as extensive as
the vices and weaknesses of man; and the masonic laborer who works to extir-
pate these, that wisdom and virtue may grow and flourish uninterruptedly,
must bring to his task undoubted moral courage, enlightened wisdom, fraternal
charity, and undying zeal. And it is this high standard of moral excellence
which gives to Royal Arch Masonry the power and influence for good which
it has, and exerts, and will continue to exert, upon society.

"1t is not through strength of numbers, O*even by intellectual ability, that
the Order can hope to accomplish its high mission. To these must be joined a

determination to act justly, and a spirit of fraternal benevolence embracing the
brotherhood of man.”

Harmony seems to prevail within this jurisdiction.

Number of Chapters on roll 21 ; number failing to make returns 1; number
members 755 ; number exalted 99.

Companion E. T. Carr, Grand Secretary, made report on Correspondence,

reviewing 34 pamphlets, among which we find ours. He quotes from address
of Past Grand High Priest Armstrong.

The officers were re-elected.
LOUISIANA.

Michel Eloi Girard, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, opened the Grand
Chapter of this $tate on nth February, 1873, with 21 Chapters represented, and 1
U. D.

From the address of the Grand High Priest we extract:

"The sinister messenger, Death, has not, | believe, summoned any member of
this Grand Chapter from the scene of his labors among us ; no mournful expres-
sion of grief from friends sorrowing for the loss of their companions check the
demonstrations of grateful happiness which animate us at this annual re-union ;
and we should, first of all, improve the occasion to lift our hearts to the Author
of so much good and happiness; show our appreciation of His favors by giving
Him praise for such visible marks of his presence and assistance in our labors,
and implore Him that he turn not from us the light of his countenance, but con-
tinue to us his presence, protection and blessing,
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"My official labors during the past year have been light indeed. | have not
had to answer many enquiries; and none but usual dispensations have been
granted for holding elections after the constitutional limit: this speaks well for
the Rulers of the Craft, and evidences in them a knowledge of masonic law
and jurisprudence more general and extensive than has been.usual; such re-
sult can only be ascribed to an increase of fervency and zeal in the discharge
of these important duties ; inducing them to study and become better and fully
qualified to perform with satisfaction to themselves the arduous duties assigned
to them, and thus reflect lustre and honor upon the Order and make it efficient
for good works.”

He objects, with very good reason too, to the method of enquiry into the
character of an applicant for the degrees and the making a report in writing.
He thinks this tends in no small degree to destroy the secrecy of the ballot,
and to introduce discord and hard feeling into the Chapter. He then makes
this suggestion :

“ However, if you should be ofopinion that the work is better done by a small
committee, then 1 would suggest that you make a change in the appointment
of the committee, and the mode of making their report. The names of the
committee, should not be announced publicly by the High Priest; but having
been selected by him, each member thereofmight be notified (by the High Priest
or Secretary,) privately of his appointment, without his being informed even who
the others are ; each would report to the High Priest alone, and he would make
known to the chapter the facts reported and the result of the investigation of
the committee; thus, if any one of the committee should make an unfavorable
report, and a black-ball was cast which might be imputed to him, none but the
High Priest could entertain any suspicion as to who might have voted it. By this
mode, which is in use in some of the Masonic bodies in Massachusetts and per-
haps other States, the action and report of the committee as well as the ballot
are as nearly secret as they can be made, whilst using the agency ofa special
committee to do the work that it would be more in accordance with ancient
Masonic usage to have done by each and every member of the body. | think
this mode has a decided advantage from more guarded secrecy, in making the
committee more free and independent in expressing the exact result of their in-
vestigations without fear or probability of producing any bad feeling, or direct-
ing the wounded sensibilities of any of the friends of rejected candidates to any
particular member of the chapter. 1 think a change is needed, and any course
that may tend to ensure peace and harmony, and at the same time maintain in
its integrity and unabated force and power for good, an important landmark of
the Order, instead of impairing it, is worthy of a trial.

There is a practice prevailing in some chapters which 1 think should be dis-
continued and prohibited : | mean the requiring an affiliation fee to be paid. T
never could understand why a Mason should be subjected to such an exaction.
Take forinstance a case like this: A companion finds it necessary to change his
residence with a view of bettering his fortunes, on account of his health per-
haps or for any.other reason, and removes far from his chapter; still he is desir-
ous to participate in the active labors of Royal Arch Masonry ; to do so he
applies for and obtains a dimit from his chapter with a view ofjoining the mem-
bership of the chapter at his new home : but, before he can be received into
fellowship with the companions at his new home as a member of the chapter,
he must pay a tax of so many dollars! | cannot see any Masonic spirit in such
a regulation. Several Grand Chapters already have abolished it and | think it
ought to be prohibited in every jurisdiction.”
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The Committee on jurisprudence thinks the recommendation of a candidate
rejected by one chapter who has subsequently applied to another chapter may
be made by a mere majority vote.

Number of Chapters on Roll, 38; number U. D., 1; number of members
1617; number exalted no.

Companion Horner, late Deputy Grand High Priest, but now deservedly re-
warded with being elevated to the exalted position of Grand High Priest. Hor-
ner the humorous, Hornor the satirical, and Horner the prince of good fellows,
made the correspondence report, reviewing the proceedings from Alabama tor
1871, with 35 others. His review of Alabama is courteous and cordial.

When receiving the report of the Committee on Correspondence in Indiana,
and Companion Chestnutwood’s views on the selling of liquors, Companion
Horner says:

“ In our opinion, itis the abuse and not the use of anything that is given to
us in this world which constitutes a crime; and ifa man should be expelled from
Masonry because he sells liquor which makes other men drunk, so should a
druggist be expelled because he sells poison by which men may kill themselves.
A hundred other instances, it seems to us, might be adduced to show the simple
absurdity of the course pursued by our companions in Florida and Indiana on
this subject. Again, we say that we cannot understand why Masonry should
be attempted to be converted into a total abstinence society; why the private
habits of members of the Older, in their business and social relations, should
be so strictly inquired into as to prohibit members of the fraternity from engag-
ing in certain kinds of business. Might itnot be just as well urged that he who
sells a pistol with which one man can kill another, is just as guilty as he who
sells liquor to be used, perhaps, by a third or fourth person, or even to be used
immediately? Can the results be said to be more disastrous in one case than in
another? And if we arewrongin this,and it is the mission of Masonry to pro-
voke investigation into the private conduct of its members, where is this to stop?
Would it not lead to the re-enactment of the old Blue Laws, which directed how
often a man might kiss his wife on Sunday, or what he should have for dinner?
And would not all this be impracticable ? Temperance is defined by the most
ancient of Masonic writers, as that due restraint upon our affections and pas-
sions which renders the body tame and governable and frees the mind from the al-
lurements of vice, and which teaches us to avoid excess. And so itis laid down
to this day in all Masonic monitors, used in all our lodges ; but where can our
zealous brethren find any Masonic authority, which prohibits the use of wine
or spirits? Does not indeed all our Masonic history tell us that the use of
exhilarating beverages has been common in the fraternity from its first establish-
ment? Do we not know from history, that there has always been a convival
side to Masonry? Does not the very fact that we are not always at labor, but
sometimes at refreshment conclusively show that we are not always expected to
hold a tight rein over ourselves, and behave as though we were about immcdiatly
lobe called to judgment? In fact, would not the theory of total abstinence
abolish all good feeling, bring usall to labor more, and to enjoy ourselves less,
and at last arrive at that stage so aptly described by the homely poet—

*Allwork and no play
Makes Jack a dull boy.”
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MARYLAND.

The Grand Annual Convocation for this Jurisdiction was held on nth of
November, 1872, presided over by Companion George L. McCahan, Most
Excellent Grand High Priest, the representatives from 10 Subordinates be-
ing present.

We copy, for the information of our Companions, the following from the
address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest in relation to the Coun-
cil Degrees:

“The subject of the Council Degrees has been so' often before this Grand
Chapter, that | doubt if I could overcome my reluctance to speak of them were
it not that 1 am imbued with the hope that the legislation in regard to them
will be final.

“This Grand Chapter became a member of the General Grand Chapter of the
United States in the year 1816, under the express agreement, that it should not
be forced to alter its mode of working— the Council Degrees being then as now
conferred, prior to the Royal Arch.

“Companion Philip P. Eckel claimed the control of the Select Degree,and con"
sidered it of such importance that this Grand Chapter was induced to recognize
it in the Constitution revised in 1824. wherein itwas placed in order immediately
before the Royal Arch and so remained until the Constitution was revised in
1856, to conform to an amendment then recently made, to the Constitution of
the General Grand Chapter in which the Degrees of Mark Master, Past’'Master,
Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch were only recognised. No prohibi-
tion however as to any Grand Chapter— in whose jurisdiction no Grand Council
existed— exercising control over the Degrees was promulgated, and conse-
quently no occasion occurred, requiring this Grand Chapter to assert its rights
in the premises, further than by continuing its recognition of the rights of its
Subordinates to confer said degrees according to usage in this jurisdiction.

“Maryland occupies indirectly, a prominent part in the interest attracted to
these degrees and their early dissemination throughout a large portion of the
country, from the fact that Companion Jeremy L. Cross, who had been appoint-
ed Grand Lecturer of the General Grand Chapter, visited Baltimore in 1816, and
received from Companion Eckel and Niles the Degree of Select Master, with
authority to confer it, without charge, upon Royal Arch Masons. Companion
Cross violated the confidence reposed in him, by charging a fee for conferring
the degree, as well as establishing Councils “Independent of Royal Arch Ma-
sonry’ which had never been contemplated by Companions Eckel and Niles,
and which action was pronounced by this Grand Chapter, in 1827, as "a great
mistake or actual abuse of any authority delegated, or meant to be delegated in
relation to the Select Degree.” On the other hand Companion Cross set up
the claim that he “received from Companions Eckel and Niles a warrant to
confer the Royal and Select Master's Degrees they being explanatory of the
Royal Arch, and to establish Councils in all places where there was a Royal
Arch Chapter, if they so desired,” under cover of which he established, between
the autumn of 1816 and the summer of 1819, thirty-three Councils throughout
the States of Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, Mississippi, Delaware, New Jersey,
Connecticut, New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Vermont. The greater num-
ber of these Councils subsequently joined in the formation of Grand Councils
in the several States named, whilst Grand Councils in the other States have
been formed mostly by Subordinates chartered either by the Supreme Coun-
cil of the Ancient Accepted Rite, to which it is conceded these degrees origin.-
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ally belonged as “side degrees,” or by Grand Councils established by authority
derived from that source.

“Maryland has ever maintained that the Council degrees should be under
the control of the Chapters, and be conferred before the Royal Arch, but we
find at the present time but three other Grand Chapters who think alike with
us ; the remainder all have regularly organized Grand Councils, which exercise
jurisdiction over them, and under whose fostering care their usefulness and
value are undoubtedly greatly enhanced.

“In order then to aid in the perfection of the “American System” and to
place ourselves in unison with the great majority of Grand Jurisdictions of our
country, | urge upon the Grand Chapter to forbid her Subordinates conferring
these degrees, and let us as Select and Royal Masters proceed to organize
Subordinate Councils, and at as early a date as possible, a Grand Coun-
cil. No change will be required in our Chapter work, as the committee on
its revision so arranged it in anticipation as to preclude any such neces-
sity.”

Very eloquent addresses were made by three Companions on the lives and
virtues of three deceased Past Grand Officers.

Number of chartered Chapters 12 ; number U. D. 2; number of mem-
bers 1207 ; number exalted 418.

The same Companion was elected Grand High Priest, and Companion W.
A. Wentz re-elected Grand Secretary.

Companion Henry L. Emmons made the report on Correspondence, very
ably reviewing the proceedings of almost all the jurisdictions, His views in
relation to non-payment of dues so fully coincides with our own heretofore
fully expressed, that we give them to our readers:

“The payment of dues is a subject demanding careful consideration. If
the degree fees and other sources of revenue are sufficient to meet the nec-
essary expenses c' a chapter, it is a doubtful question whether membership
dues should be required. They certainly should be fixed at the lowest sum
requisite to meet current expenses after all other revenues have been ap-
plied to their liquidation. If a member is derelict in payment of dues, he
should be notified thereof. If, after a reasonable time has elapsed, his dues
remain unpaid, he should be summoned to show cause why he has not
obeyed the by-laws imposing them. If upon due investigation it appears
the member is unable to pay them, they should be remitted.

“I1f able but he refuses or persistently neglects to pay them, he thereby
doubly violates bis obligations to the Royal Craft: First, by disobeying the
by-law; and second, by wronging his companions in compelling them to
bear his pecuniary obligations in addition to their own, and he should be
indefinitely suspended or expelled, and only be re-instated through the bal-
lot box.”

NEW JERSEY.

The Sixteenth Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on
nth September, 1872, Companion Rev. William H. Jeffers, Most Excellent
Grand High Priest, presiding, with representatives from 21 Subordinates
present.
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From the address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest we copy:

“We to-day occupy the position of a company of travelers whose path may
have led over “rough and rugged roads'l or “desert sands,” but who are
now permitted to occupy a delightful eminence where beautiful trees are
growing, whose spreading branches afford a sheltering shade where we may
rest and be refreshed ; and from this eminence wie may not only obtain an
oitlook upon the road that lies before us, but we miy also carefully review
the journey we have already accomplished, and thus learn those practical
lessons which experience alone can teach. On the 30th of December, in the
year 1856, the representatives of three Royal Arch Chapters then in exist-
ence in this State, met, by previous arrangement, in the city of Burlington,
and resolved to organize a Grand Chapter for New Jersey. The utmost
harmony prevailed. There was no contention about who should fill the
Grand offices. No companion either sought or refused official position, but
they seemed only to compete with each other in obeying an ancient ma-
sonic precept, ‘In honor, prefer one another.’ The Grand Body thus har-
moniously organized, entered upon a career of prosperity that has not been
exceeded by any Grand Chapter on this continent; that prosperity has con-
tinued uninterrupted during a period of sixteen years. Each Annual Con-
vocation has been a duplicate of its predecessor, with only an addition of
numbers, interest, and consequent enjoyment.”

We heartily concur in the sentiment expressed in the closing sentence of
the following paragraph :

"The inordinate desire for official position sometimes manifested in Subor-
dinate Chapters by newly exalted companions, who show that their only ob-
ject in paying their admission fees, and undergoing the ceremony of initia-
tibn, has been to become candidates for election to the chief offices in the
Chapter, is a growing evil which deserves a mosl severe rebuke. When such
professed Royal Arch Masons having gratified their inordinate ambition by
securing an election in their Subordinate Chapters, come with the same pur-
pose to this Grand Body ; here, if nowhere else, they should receive such
treatment as their unmasonic conduct demands. All volunteer candidates
EalrSHoff‘i‘cial preferment should be sent out to ‘DIG AMONGST THE RUB-

And also in the following:

“In making my visits during the year, | have frequently been obliged to
reprimand the companions severely for a habit which seems to be growing
in some of our Chapters,— that of causing fun during the working of the de-
grees, to make it a scene of mirth and jollity rather than solemn impressive-
ness. It is so inconsistent with all the teachings and ceremonies connected
with our sublime institution, that it has been a matter of surprise to me
that it has been even countenanced, much less practiced. | have never yet
been able to discover in any degree of masonry, that which would cause me
to laugh and make fun. Our Order is sublime, and it should be our
aim to elevate .it rather than degrade it, so that it may commend itself to
all who seek to be encircled in its folds.”

This Grand Chapter amended its constitution so as to allow any Chapter
to strike from the rolls “by a two-thirds vote of the Chapter any member
who shall be in arrears for dues for twelve months,” and after payment of
the dues to restore to membership by the same vote. We, however, think
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it exceedingly questionable if one can be deprived of his masonic standing,
without due trial and conviction, and we much prefer the Maryland rule,
which requires one months notice that the Chapter will <'consider such de-
linquincy.”

Companion T. H. R. Redway was elected Most Excellent Grand High
Priest, and Companion Woolverton continued Grand Secretary.

Number of Chapters 29; number of members 2402.

The report on Correspondence is by Companion Corson again, and we
sincerely hope it will be a very long time before he may be disqualified for
the duty from any cause, even so good an one as is assigned by Compan-
ion Drummond. We are anxious to meet our companion, because we want
him to confer that degree upon us; we mean the degree 101. Perhaps we
may meet him in N. O.

His notice of Alabama is, as the reader would expect, fraternal, and we
are obliged to him for the gentle manner in which he has thought proper to
handle us. He did it with his gloves on.

Our Companion, we know, will pardon us if we copy a portion of his re-
ply to Companion Kellogg, of Georgia, who seemed to have greatly mis-
apprehended Companion Corson’s meaning, as to the value of masonry.
The sentiments are our own, and for this reason we here reproduce
them :

“W e are very often pained to find Masonic speakers and writers claiming for
Freemasonry powers and attributes which she does not possess, for such claims
work great injury to our institution. A recent writer has well said, “ Masonry
is a system of morality, but not a system of religion. We have no right to its
sacraments, and to assume to have it is to lay ourselves open to misconstruction
at best, and to falling into positive error at worst." The Lodge room can never
be made the vestibule of heaven ; although if the lessons there taught are prop-
erly considered and applied, our hearts may thereby be prepared for the recep-
tion of those religious truths which are necessary to salvation. In our opin-
ion, no human institution is so nearly perfect as Freemasonry: but it is not, as
it is too frequently claimed to be, a "divine institution." More will be required
of us than we can gain from Freemasonry. The young man, mentioned in Scrip-
ture, thought he lacked nothing to entitle him to “inherit eternal life,” because
he had kept all the commandments from his youth up, but he found that he was
in grievous error, and that he must, to attain the longed for goal, sell his posses-
sions and take up the cross and follow his Divine Master. So itis with us. We may
comply with all the requirements which Masonry demands— we may obey her
edicts to the letter—we may be honest, just, truthful, sober and honorable—
but if we would secure eternal life we will find that higher and holier duties await
us. Freemasonry teaches us love and charity, and these constitute a large part
of the requirements of religion, so that Masonry may wellprepare us to be re-
ligious; but it cannot complete the work of salvation. That requires divine in-
tervention. Let us then carefully practice the beneficent teachings of our be-
nign institution, that our hearts may be softened and prepared for that religion of
love which is freely offered to all. Let us learn to love our fellow men, that we
may come to realize the height, the breadth and the depth of that divine love
which alone can save us, for “God is love."
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The harsh thunders of Sinai are hushed into silence by the sweet melody of
Calvary’s sublime sacrifice; and love has conquered fear. Freemasonry can
do much towards overcoming the errors and correcting the vices of frail human
nature; and thereby makes us better men, better sons, better husbands, better
fathers, better citizens. But far superior to this— far above and beyond all this
— in power, purity and sublimity— Religion fulfills her divine mission, by lead-
ing us onward and upward to that heavenly home where holiness and happiness
forever abide ; and this she does by kindness and gentleness, not by force, ever
seeking our good and ever persuading us to the pleasant paths of duty and de-
light; in her service no sariflces are required which are not for our good: she
compels us not by fear, but, pointing to the bright rewards which await him who
valiantly fights the good fight, she gently leads us along to pastures green and
never ending joys. “Her ways are ways of pleasantness and all her paths are
peace."”

“They make religion be abhorred,
Who 'round with fear engulf her,
And think no word can please the Lord
Unless it smell of sulphur.”

On the matter of unaffiliated companions he expounds thus :

The day is not far distant when the question of unaffiliated membership (this
seeming contradiction in terms expresses our idea, for these very men who re-
main unaffiliated with any Masonic Body, still claim to be affiliated with the
institution, and claim to be as good Masons as those of us who retain member-
ship and pay dues,) will give rise to very great trouble, unless we take measures
to check the evil which has already assumed such alarming proportions. We
candidly confess that we are not able to suggest the. proper course to be pur-
sued in regard to this matter, which is fraught with such serious consequences,
and which threatens to inflict great damage upon Freemasonry.

NEW JERSEY.

The proceedings of the Seventeeth Annual Convocation, held on the ioth of
September, 1873, have just come to hand in time for a hasty notice. Companion
T. H. R. Redway, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, opening it in Ample
Form. Twenty-six Chapters were represented.

W e find here that our friend and companion, T. J. Corson, was made Grand
Secretary, the late Grand Secretary having been been elevated to the position
of Deputy Grand High Priest, and Companion Mcllhanney Most Excellent
Grand Pligh Priest.

There are, in thisjurisdiction, Chapters chartered, 29; Chapters U. D., 3;
number of members, 2,583 ; number of exaltations, 308.

The report on correspondence is of course from the pen of Companion Cor-
son, who speaks kindly of Alabama, and expresses the hope that she will yet
return to the fold of the General Grand Chapter. He thinks “ a volume of Ma-
sonic proceedings, without a report on correspondence, is as insipid as an egg
without salt.”

In commenting upon the action of Massachusetts on the Royal Arch Word
he says:
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At one of the Convocations the Grand High Priest, Companion Alfred F.
Chapman, gave a most profound and erudite disquisition upon the Tetragram-
maton, in which he proves, or attempts to do so, that the action ofthe General
Grand Chapter in changing the Grand Royal Arch Word was entirely wrong.

This is a subject which' we acknowledge that we do not understand-~-as we
are not acquainted with the Hebrew language. In fact we can almost say with
good old Cowper,

“ Small skill in Latin, and still less in Greek,
Is more than adequate to all | seek.”

If Companion Chapman is right, then Mackey and Pike are wrong, although
their fame as learned Hebraists is fully equal to that of Companion Chapman,
even when the latter is “ boosted” up by a Cambridge Professor. Let Chap-
man and Lockwood settle this matter with Mackey and Pike, but in the mean-
time, whom are we to obey, Companion Chapman or the General Grand Chap-
ter? We are under obligations to obey the edicts of the General Grand
Chapter, and “as forme and my house" we will fulfill ourobligations. We
were under the impression that the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts was su-
bordinate to the General Grand Chapter, but the following resolution, adopted
by this Grand Chapter, shows that we were sadly mistaken, and convinces us
that this Grand Body is so wise and perfect that she needs no light from any
source but herself, and that she will disregard all obligations, unlessin her sov-
ereign wisdom, the power to which she acknowledges herself subordinate is
correct in its conclusions and decisions.

For the suffering and distress of Companion Corson we have a heart full of
sympathy, and sincerely regret that so greata misfortune should have befallen

him. We give below his apology for a most excellent report, though lacking
much of his usual fire :

CONCLUSION.

Thus, Companions, | present you my annual report, which can hardly be
called mine, inasmuch as not one single word of it has been written by myself.
The entire report has been written by a faithful little daughter, who wrote as |
dictated. Those who have prepared such reports know how much labor is re-
quired in the performance of the task, even under the most favorable circum-
stances ; and they can understand, to some extent, how very tedious and tire-
some the work must be when performed by the slow process of dictation and
copying. But for the assistance of my daughter, who sacrificed her pleasures
to aid me in my work, and faithfully wrote during the most sweltering days of
summer, when her inclinations and natural choice would have made her join
her youthful associates, this report could not have been prepared. Nor would
I have undertaken the work, had | not believed it my bounden duty to do so.
I know how very imperfect and incomplete the reportis. | know that | must
have failed to notice very many matters of interest in the various proceedings
received by me, for reading is such painful work for me that my examination of
them has been very cursory and superficial. But | can truthfully say to the
Companions of the Grand Chapter that | have done the best that I could under
the adverse circumstances which have surrounded me, to present them a faithful
and truthful account of the condition, as well as the doings and sayings of the
Royal Arch Fraternity in other jurisdictions. And to the Companions of other
States, | wish to say that | have endeavored to do them full justice, and if | have

neglected any, or overlooked matters of importance, such neglect and oversight
have not been intentional.
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| submit the report as it is, trusting that the generosity of the Companions at
home and abroad will make them as lenient as possible in their criticism of the
document. And | hope that the “work,” although not such as the “overseers”
may desire for the building of our Temple, shall not be entirely rejected, but
that its “singular form,” if nothing else, may ensure its acceptance. For many
years | have had the pleasure of preparing annnal reports, but none has cost me
so much labor as this, and none has given me so little satisfaction.

Justice to myself, as well as to the Companions of this and other jurisdictions,
requires that some explanation should be given of my reason for thus apologet-
ically appearing before them. For nearly three months (most of which time |
was compelled to sit with bandaged eyes in a darkened room) | was confined to
the house by a severe disease of the eyes, {lritis,) which deprived me of the
ability of reading or writing. And even now the sight is so much impaired
(which impairment | have reason to hope will eventually be greatly relieved if
not entirely removed) that reading and writing are performed with so great dif-
ficulty that these luxuries (and none can tell, until deprived of these pleasures,
what luxuries they are), have to be indulged in very sparingly. But though the
eye may be dimmed for a time, the heart has lost none of its zeal for the good
cause, nor has it abated one jot or tittle of interest in all that concerns the wel-
fare of our beloved Institution, and its love for Masonry and Masons can never
grow cold while life lasis.

While I have a very vivid recollection of the intense pain which the disease
inflicted, and while 1 shall not very soon forget the sad condition to which 1
was reduced, when my wife and children were indeed eyes to the blind and
hands to the helpless, still 1shall never cease to remember, with devout grati-
tude, the many comforts which surrounded me. The gentle ministrations of
those about me, and the warm sympathy of friends, showing itself by number-
less acts of kindness, sank deep into the heart, and taught me that human love
is an emanation from a Divine source. O ! Companions, earth is indeed the
vestibule of Heaven, while we have such comforts as Wife, Children and
Friends.

MASSACHUSETTS.

The proceedings of this Grand Chapter come to us in a pamphlet of more
than two hundred pages, containing matter of more than usual interest. At the
third Quarterly Convocation held on ioth September 1872, a report was made
by Companion Alfred F. Chapman, Most Excellent Grand High Pritst on the
recommendation of the G. Grand Chapter to change the Grand Omnific R. A.
Word and which from the notice which we had of it we thought was the same
as the one in use in this Jurisdiction. But we find from this report that our
companions in Massachusetts and ourselves have the same, and that we erred
last year when v»ossupposed that the word of the G. Grand Chapter was ours.
W e copy the report entire, hoping that it may prove as absorbingly interesting to
our companions as ithas tous. We have italicised some parts because those ex-
press sentiments exactly in accordance with our own, and are almost in the lan-
guage once recently used by us in opposing a change in work suggested when a
committee on work had just reported:

“ The Subject of the Tetrag'rammaton, and the action thereon by the Gen-
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aral Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States, having been referred to
the Grand Council, the Grand High Priest, in their behalf, made the following

REPORT.

Companions

At the Triennial Convocation of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of
the United States, held in the city of Baltimore in September. 1871, the ‘Grand
Royal Arch word,’ together with the name of Dety,i became a subject for dis-
cussion.

It was held to be an error to give the word as it has hitherto been given in
this and many other jurisdictions in the United States, and elsewhere. Jah,
was by all, admitted to be the Hebrew name of God; but it wasbroadly stated
that Baal or Bel, was the name of the devil, while On, was a city in Egypt;
hence theerror, and hence the impropriety of using them, or of alluding to Gecd
under either of those names.

This view was urged apparently with great confidence by eminent and
learned Companions, though | did not admit either its disinterestedness or cor-
rectness ; nor has such aview ever been taken by this Grand Chapter, either in
theory or practice.

I expressed my disbelief in the right of the General Grand Chapter to elimi-
nate those words from our practice ; and, by suggestion, gestioned its power to
enforce such a decision.

To the Christian worshipper, Baal, or Bel, may stand as the name ofa false
god or devil; but ‘the Assyrians, Babylonians, Phoenicians and Carthagenians,
all possessed a nearly identical religion. They all believed in a Supeme God,
called by the different names of Ilu, Bel, Set, Hadad, Moloch, Chemosh, Jaoh,
El, Adon, Asshur.’

Among the Assyrians as among the Egyptians, the gods were often ar-
ranged in triads, as that of Anu, Bel and Ao/’

This isthe opinion and conclusion of James Freeman Clarke, after having
consulted no less than one hundred and ninety-eight different authorities,—
some in the original, and others being translations,— previous to publishing a
work of great research by himself, wherein he treats of “ Ten Great Religions.” m

And here let me say, that although this work is not so exhaustive for our
purpose as | could wish, yet it amply sustains our practice, in giving the names,
or word, as we do, both in pronunciation and in the triad form.

To this last we shall again refer.

In “ Lippincott's Biographical Dictionary,” we find that “ Baal was also the
Bel or Belus of the Babylonians, and his worship became almost universal un-
der several of the Jewish Kings.”

In support of this, | cite the following Passages from the Old Testament:—

And they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, which brought them out of
the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of the people that were
round about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and provoked the Lord to
anger.”

“ And they forsook the Lord, and served Baal and Ashtaroth.”

“ And Joash said unto all that stood against him, Will ye plead for Baal?

Will ye save him? . . . If he be a god, lethim plead for himself, because one
hath cast down his altar.”
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“ Then the children of Israel did putaway Baalim and Ashtaroth. and served
the Lord only.”

And Elijah came unto all the people and said, How long halt ye between
two opinions? If the Lord be God, follow him ; but if Baal, then follow him.”

“ And Jehu gathered all the people together, and said unto them, Ahab served
Baal a little ; but Jehu shall serve him much.

“ Now, therefore, call unto me all tbe prophets of Baal, all his servants and

all hispriests; let none be wanting; for I have a great sacrifice to do to
Baal.” . . . .

“ But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law ofthe Lord God of Israel.”

Manasseh “ reared up altars for Baal, and made a grove, as did King Ahab,
of Israel, and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served them.”

Josiah afterwards “ put down the idolatrous priests, whom the Kings ofJudah
had ordained toburn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in
the high places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto

Baal, to the sun and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of
heaven.”

The Old Testament gives evidence of great difference in religious opinion,
and since the era of Jesus Christ as great differences have continued to exist,—
in some cases piety without morality, in others morality without piety, have
distinguishad the worshipers. Under different forms and by different nations,
religion has been characterized as ' Struggle, Independence, Conservatism, Va-
riety. Divine Will, Development, Progress, Unity;’, each has recognized a
Supreme Power, a Creative Intelligence, a God to worship, in places sacred to
him, or at altars erected for the purpose ; but to say that they or either of them
worshiped the devil as they understood the altogether bad, or as Christians
understand that character, is an assertion void ofcharity and void of jnstice.

It is true that gods were worshiped under the name or character of the De-
stroyer, but with such were associated others possessing the powers of creation
and restoration. Good in Deity always has been stronger than evil; even as
it is this day.

In referring to the word Bel, Dr. Oliver says, “The compounds of this
divine name, Bel, are of greatvariety. Belus was used by the Chaldeans; and
the Deity was known amongst the Celtse by the name of Bel or Belenus, which
title, by modern authors, is identified with Apollo. The primitive name of Bri-
tain was Velynys, the Island of Bel; and the fireslighted up on May-day were
in honor of this Deity, and called Bel's fire.”

This is also corroborated by Thomas Bulfinch.who says, “ The Druids taught
the existence of one god, to whom thy gave the name of “ Beal,”” which Celtic
antiquaries tell us means “ the life of everything,” or “ the source of all beings,”
and which seems to have affinity with the Phoenician Baal. What renders this
affinity more striking is that the Druids as well as the Phoenicians identified
this, their Supreme Deity, with the sun. Fire was regarded as a symbol of the
divinity.

The Latin writers assert that the Druids also worshipped “ numerous inferior
gods.” .

" The Druids observed two festivals in each year. The former took place in
he beginningof May, and was called Beltane, or ' fire of God.””

The Druids, be it remembered, “were the priests or ministers of religion
among the ancient Celtic nations in Gaul, Britain, and Germany ;” and says

Bulfinch. “ They stood to the people of the Celtic tribes in a relation closely
analagous to that in which the Brahmans of India, the Magi of Persia, and the
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priests of the Egyptians, stood to the people respectively by whom they were
revered.”

In the earliest and latest editions of Mackey’s “ Lexicon,” he discourses as
follows :

1. "Jah. This name of God is found in the 68th Psalm, verse 4: *‘Extol
him that rideth upon the heavens by his name yah." It is the Syriac name of
God, and is still retained in some of the Syriac forms of doxology, according to
Gesenius.

2. “Belor Baal. This word signifies a lord, master, or possessor; and
hence it was applied, by many nations of the East, to denote the Lord of all things,
and the Master of the world. Baal was worshipped by the Chaldeans, the Mo-
abites, the Phoenicians, the Assyrians, and sometimes even by the Hebrews. It
has been supposed that the first Baal was the Chaldean Nimrod. This word is
repeatedly met with in Scripture, both in allusion to the idolatrous worship of this
God, and, in connection with other words, to denote the names of places.

3 "On. This is the name by which Jehovah was worshiped among the
Egyptians. It is this God of which Plato speaks in his Timseus, when he says,
‘Tell me of the God On  which is, and never knew beginning. The Egyptians
gave to this God the same attributes that the Hebrews bestowed upon Jehovah,
and though we are unable to say what was the signification of On in the ancient
Egyptian, we know that this word in Greek, ON, has the same signification of
being or existence as has in Hebrew. The Hindoos used the word Anm
or Aun.

“ | have made these remarks on the three names of God in Syriac, Chaldaic,
and Egyptian,—Jah, Bel, and On,—in the expectation that my Royal Arch
Companions will readily recognize them in a corrupted form, and thus be
enabled to understand a mystery which, | confess, was to me, at first, unin-
telligible.”

Again, Bel, Baal, or Bui, is the name of God as worshiped among the
Chaldeans and Phoenicians.” (p. 59.)

On. "An ancient Egyptian word signifying the Sun, which was at one time
worshiped by the Egyptians as the Supreme Deity. The City of On, in Lower
Egypt, which contained a temple dedicated to the worship of this divinity is
called, in the Septuagint, ‘ Heliopolis,’ or the City of the Sun, and by Jeremiah
(43, verse 13), ‘Beth-shemesh,” which has the same signification. In Genesis
(41, verses 45-50), we are informed that ‘Pharaoh gave Joseph for his wife
Asenath, the daughter of Potipherah, priest of On' On may therefore be con-
sidered as equivalent for yehovah among the Egyptians, as yah was among the
Syrians, and Bel among the Chaldees. The modern Masonic corruption of
this word into *Lun’ is sheer nonsense.” (Mackey, pp. 333, 334.)

"Aum, Aun, or On. The Hindoo aud Egyptian Chief Deity.” (p. 50,
Mackey Lex.)

When Companion Mackey published the first edition of the work from
which we have quoted, he had discovered that the practice or saying " Lun”
was wrong, and declared it to be "sheer nonsense.”

Nevertheless, Companion Loring Chase, now living in Winchendon, Mass.,
who was exalted to the degree of Royal Arch Mason in a Chapter in Bath, New
Hampshire, upwards of fifty-one years ago, received the word and used it in
that form ; he afterwards removed to Danville, Vermont, and became a mem-
ber of Zerubbabel Chapter, where it was pronounced in like manner; but no
doubt Lun was a corruption of the word we now use.

Companion Thomas Waterman, so long Grand Secretary of this Grand
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Chapter, was exalted in St. Andrew’s Chapter, in Hanover, New Hampshire, in
181.9, and the word was then so used.

Companion Abraham A. Dame, the intimate friend and Masonic co-worker,
with Henry Fowle, who was also an intimate co-worker with Thomas Smith
Webb, one of the founders of the General Grand Chapter, received and always
gave the word in the same way according to our practice; but whether Lun or
On, the same significance was attached to it then as now.

Here, then, we have a Companion now living possessing a complete knowl-
edge of our traditions, with a memory of most remarkable tenacity, still vigorous
and healthy ; and, though associated with those who founded the General
Grand Chapter, yet had no other teaching, and never heard of any other form,
or by, the illustrious Companions referred to.

Of like character is the experience and testimony of venerable and excellent
Companion John Willis, now residing in St. John, New Brunswick.

In promoting his business interests in early life, Companion Willis was, for a
time, in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, where he was exalted to the Royal Arch De-
gree; afterwards removing to New York, he was certified in that State as quali-
fied to receive the Order of High Priesthood, September 25, 1829. He after-
wards lived in Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and in March, 1849,
was duly appointed as Provincial Grand Superintendent of Royal Arch Ma-
sonry for the Grand Chapter of Scotland, he being then in Halifax, Nova
Scotia; which office he held for four years, with so much credit to himself and
satisfaction to the parent body, that he was reappointed, and continued to dis-
charge its duties for many years. Perhaps no man in the British Dependencies
is more thoroughly versed in the knowledge of the rituals in Scotch, Irish and
English Royal Arch Masonry than he.

| have had the pleasure of examining the numerous testimonials in his pos-
session, as well as important and valuable correspondence with distinguished
Masons in Europe and America, much of it relating to the rituals of the several
grades; but nothing in bis possession or experience is at variance with the
teaching and practice of this Grand Chapter, while to him the desire for change
is wholly inexplicable.

Yet twenty years ago, more or less, Companion Mackey declared Lun to be
“sheer nonsense,” and that On was the proper word (admitting that the Hindoo
word Aum is equivolent) and the Egyptian name of Deity ; while in September,
1871, he declares what all are too wise to deny, namely, that On is the name of
a city in Egypt: but when he asks us for that reason to abandon its use alto-
gether, we must, unhesitatingly, confront innovation and say to it, Thus far
sfialt thou go, and no further.

Nothing in the whole Body of Masonry is more sensitive than its ritual; touch
it, though it he ever so gently, in the spirit of change or of innovation, and at
once it becomesfeverish with discontent; being non-aggressive itself, none are
admitted to its priviliges to make constant or occasional inroads upon its organ-
ic domain ; conservative in character, charitable in opinion, generous in judg-
ment, all its members are under the obligations which these qualities impose to
protect, defend and transmet its traditions

It is not given, therefore, to any man, or body of men, to find opportunities
for change, as egotism, caprice or self-interest may dictate.

If it was claimed a score of years ago that “ Lun” should be eliminated, that
might be justified on philological grounds, or by the light of history, which
shows the variety of names under which Deity was worshipped by the Hindoos,
Egyptians and Greeks; but to now eliminate On and its association is to
abandon our traditions and to destroy the triliteral form and significance of the
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word, as well as to cut the line of descent by which we may trace-the antiquity
of our inheritance.

We have already quoted Companion Mackey, in support of the traditional
form of alluding to Deity; we have shown that he was dissatisfied with the
practice of the Craft some years ago, and advocated a different pronunciation ;
that in September, 1871, he advocated a more radical change, amounting to pos-
itive innovation; while in a “carefully revised” edition of his book referred to,
bearing the imprint of 1872,— a little more than three months later,— he reprints
his first opinion, without any reference to his intermediate verbal declaration of
error and advocacy of elimination.

Doubtless it is, and will be, very interesting to know what Companions
Mackey and Pike, in their great learning, may be pleased to write or say ; but
very unsafe, doubtless and dangerous to adopt their conclusions.

But let us examine the reasons given for the change. On, called by the
Greeks Heliopolis, is a City in Egypt, and as such, is said to have no Masonic
significance, and ought to beeliminated.

If this were true, it might be dignified by a serious consideration ; but the
statement is too narrow, and is not a sufficient reason for change, even ifOn had
no other significance.

The science of Comparative Philology shows that the Hindoos, Persians,
Greeks and Romans, who emigrated to the south, and the Kelts, Teutons and
Slavi, who entered Europe on the northern side of the Caucasus and the Cas-
pian Sea, originally composed one pastoral race, known as the Aryan; that they
lived in the great plains of Central Asia, and in their descent to the valleys of the
Indus and tne Euphrates they gradually changed their habits. These seven
races composed one great family,— the Indo-European,—which Mr. Clark
declares has done most of the work of the world.

In the Institutes of Hindoo Law, or the Ordinances of Menu, translated by Sir
William Jones, in the Second Book on “Education and the. Priesthood,” we
read:

“A Brahman beginning and ending a lecture on the Veda must always pro-
nounce to himself the syllable om ; for unless the syllable om precede, his learn-
ing will slip away from him; and unless it follow, nothing will be long retained,”

“A Priest who shall know the Veda, and shall pronounce to himself, both morn-
ing and evening, that syllable, and that holy text preceded by the three words
shall attain the sanctity which the Veda confers.”

“And a twice-born man, who shall a thousand times repeat those three (or
om, the vyahritis, and the gayatri) apart from the multitude, shall be released in
a month even from a great offence, as a snake from his slough.”

“The three great immutable words, preceded by the triliteral syllable, and fol-
lowed by the gayatri, which consists of three measures, must be considered as
the mouth, or principle part of the Veda.”

“The triliteral monosyllable isan emblem of the Supreme; the suppression of
breath, with a mind fixed on God, are the highest devotion; but nothing is more
exalted than the gayatri; a declaration of truth is more excellent than silence.”

“All rites ordained in the Veda, oblations to fire, and solemn sacrifices, pass
away; but that which passes not away is declared to be the syllable om, thence
called acshara, since it is a symbol of God, the Lord of created beings.”

“The act of repeating his Holy Name is ten times better than the appointed

sacrifice ; an hundred times better when it is heard by no man ; and a thousand
times better when it is purely mental.”
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Please to observe the analogy to the word om, its sacredness, and the rela-
tionship of the families from whom it descends.

Carleton ChapterM St. John, New Brunswick, received the ritual from, and
works under, the high authority of, the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of
Scotland, and | submit the following copy of a note in the possession of that
Body, explanatory of the ritual furnished it by the Parent Body, and which con-
firms our position and practice:—

"The chiefvariations of the Sacred Word among the inhabitants of different
nations were Jah, Ei, On, and perhaps Bon. Of the first of these there were
many fluctuations, as Jehovah, Javo, Jao, Jabe or Jave, Jahoh. Javu, Juba;
these, and Javod or Jod. which is the tenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, and
the initial one of nearly all of these expressions.”

From Ei we have Eli, A1and Ali; and by having the Hebrew or Coptic pre-
fix, we get Bel, Bui, Baal or Bal the God of the Canaanites, Sidonians and Phoe-
nicians.

The third variation was On. Under this appellation the Deity was worship-
ped by the Egyptians, and acknowledged as "He who is,"

Oannes, O* Ocins, was the God of the Chaldeans, Dag-on of the Philistines,
Eli-own of the Phoenicians, and Eli-on, a name ofthe true God among the Jews,
which two last are, perhaps, compounded of both El or Eli, and On

In India, the Deity was represented by the triliteral monosyllable Aum,
which was pronounced Om.

In their initiations the Egyptians informed the candidates, as an ineffable se-
cret, that the mysteries were received from Fathers Adams, Seth and Enoch,
and in the chief degree the perfectly initiated aspirant was named from the
name of the Deity,— Al, Om, Jah, pronounced Alma, Armiyah,—a compound,
in short, of the three variations just mentioned.

With regard to Bon, it does not occur by itself in the remains of any ancient
language; but, that it is a radical, representing the Tauriform God, is obvious
from the manner that it enters frequently into composition, and it seems, from
the bellow of a bull, represented by On, or the Greek S, the symhol of a bull’s
head, and the character still used for that constellation of signs with the an-
cient prefix.

"The object of this note is to explain how the three parts of the Grand
word are each the name of God in different languages. It is also spoken of in
Lecture Third. There is no essential difference between On and Om ; it is
sometimes pronounced one way, sometimes another. The Egyptian word Al-
om-Jah is the same as Jah-al-om, or, introducing the prefix B, which denotes
the male principle, we liave Jah-Bal-om, a very remarkable coincidence.”

The last part of the note is introduced for this reason. Sir William Drum-

mond maintained that the word was Jah-Bow-Elion, and that the Hebrew was
,* moreover, that the letter or B, simply means with;

so although pronounced, it was not found engraved on the mysterious triangle,
and that when pronounced, it merely meant that together with (that
is Tah with On), was the---------- Elion or Most High ; now with the
ineffable najne of God, which is capable of being pronounced many different
ways, according as we suppose the Hebrew letters to be purely vowels or con-
sonants, about which there is much discussion.

Sir William inferred from this that Ja-ow, or Yu-an, was the ancient pronun-

* Where the blanks are the words in Hebrew are omitted for want of Hebrew type
by the Printer.
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ciation ; he also inferred that it was never pronounced except with two distinct
aspirations, and usually with the letter — or B, put between them. As to he
or B, it depends on circumstances whether it is sounded as a B or V ; and
hence Ja-Bow is the same as Ja-vow, from which comes the word Jove.

Jah signifies “ 1 am ” in Chaldaic, and in Hebrew it signifies “ I shall,be.”
A Jew cannot pronounce it aloud.
Baal, in Syriac, signifies “ Lord,” or “Powerful.” Itis likewise a compound

word, being formed of a preposition, Beth or B, and another expression, which
signifies in heaven or on high.

The third, which is an Egyptian word, signifies “Father of All,” also a He-
brew word implying “ Power.”

The three syllables, or whole expression, convey the following divine im-
port :

I am and shall be, “ Lord in Heaven,” on High, The Powerful, the Father
of All.

Under this appellation the Deity was worshipped by the Egyptians, and
acknowledged as “ He who is.”

If we regard “On " in the character of a city only, it still has a sacredness
about it which lifts it out of the association of purely secular things, and in-
vests it with sufficient traditional sanctity to commend it to the reverence of the
Craft.

Mr. Clark says that “In Lower Egypt the highest god was Pthah, whom the
Greeks identified with Vulcan, the god of fire or heat, father of the sun.”

“ The inscriptions call Pthah, Father of the Father ot the Gods,” “ King of
both Worlds,” the “God of all Beginnings,” the “ Former of all things.”

His Son Ra, the Sun-God, had his temple at On, “ which the Greeks called
Heliopolis, or City of the Sun.” “Ra is the vitalizing God, the active ruler of
the world, holding a sceptre in one hand, and the sign of life in the other.”

Truly his temple and city of residence must have been sacred in the eyes of
the devout Egyptian, while antiquity and tradition alike commend its pre-
servation.

In the beginning, Moses speaks of God as Elohim, or God Almighty. This
form is said to have continued two thousand one hundred and six years. Next
he is called EI Shaddai, or God Almighty. This name was continued four
hundred and seven years. And then the Jehovah— the I Am, the I Am,— which
covers all others; though it by no means denies their use, or their significance.

The Old Testament speaks of God under the following different names :

“God Almighty,” “Jehovah-nissi,” “Jehovah;” “Jah—1 Am;” “I am the
Lord;” “ Maker;” “The Lord of hosts is his name;” “ Thy Redeemer,” is
the “Holy one of Israel;” “ The God of the whole earth shall he be called ;”

“ The Great;" “The Mighty God;" “ Saith the Lord, whose name is the God
of Hosts.”

An array of names sufficient to render it pardonable to continue an allusion
to him either as Baal, Bel, Om, or On; biit, in addition to all these, he thus
speaks by his prophet Hosea :

“ Saith the Lord, that thou shalt call me Ishi, and shalt call me no more
Baali.”

This was because “he would take away the names of Baalim,” and himself
tell by what name he had been, and by what he would be called,—but elimi-
nating nothing,— for each word has the saine meaning,—“my man,” or my
husband.”



64 APPENDIX, [1873

God is also represented by Fire, and by Light. See both the Old and New
Testament.

Following the authority of the Scriptures, the Ancient Accepted Scottish
Rite teaches the multiplicity of names; but on this head | will again quote
Companion Mackey, who says of the true name of God, that

“ Iranasus calls it Jaoth; Isidora says it is Jodjod; Diodorus Sicilus, Jao;
Clemens of Alexandria, Jau; and Theodore says that the Hebrews pro-
nounced it Ja, and the Samaritans Javah."

In another rite, we are told "that the pronunciation varied among the partri-
archs in differentageshence itwas pronounced Julia, Java, Jova, Jevo, Je-

vah, Johe, and lehovah, with the implied information that neither of these is
correct; but says Mackey;—

“This dispute is not likely to be terminated by reference to ancient authori-
ties, among whom there is too gieat a discrepancy in relation to the name to
be easily reconciled.”

If this last be true, how unwise is the effort, and how great the mistake, in
attempting now to change the word to eliminate its use, or to declare or expect
that such a proceeding shall settle it!

The Sixth Book of the Laws of Manu makes it incumbent upon a Brahman
to “meditate upon the Supreme Spirit, without any earthly desire.” He is to
meditate on the “subtle, indivisible essence of the Supreme Being;” to be care-
ful not to destroy the life of the smallest insect; and if he shall cause the death
of any in ignorance, he must atone for it by making six suppressions of his
breath, repeating, at the same time, the triliteral syllable A U M. “ He will
thus at last become united with the Eternal Spirit, and his good deeds will be
inherited by those who love him, and his evil deeds by those who hate him.”

The importance which the Brahmans attached to this syllable, pronounced by
the Grand Chapter of Scotland Om, and quoted by Companion Mackey as Aum.
Aun, or On, which he says was the Hindoo and Egyptian chief Deity, leads us
now to consider the system of triads, and what influence it may have on our
rite.

The Assyrian Triad was Anu, Bel and Ao.

In the religion of Egypt, the Triad was of Osiris the Creator, Typhon the
Destroyer, and Horus the Preserver ; in Persia, of Ormazd the Creator, Ahri-
man the Destroyer, and Mithra the Restorer; in Buddhism, of Buddha the
Divine Man, Dharmma the Word, and Sangha the Communion of Saints; the
Indian Trinity of Brahma, Vischnu and Siva, expressing Creation, Destruction
and Restoration ; and besides this, we learn that images of Trimurtti, or three-
faced God, are frequent in India, and Ire is still the object of Brahmanical wor-
ship. Mr. Clark claims that, beside other motives, “the tendency of thought is
always toward a triad of law, force, or elemental substance, as the best explana-
tion of the universe.

If we attempt an analysis of the Triad, or of the Ethnic religions, wherein it
held so prominent a place, we shall, no doubt, conclude, that it was human
nature aspiring to, or feeling after, God. In the Christian religion we find the
triad as Father, Son and Holy Ghost, as Creator, Preserver and Benefactor, as
Omnipresent, Omniscient and Omnipotent, and these "came not to destroy, but
to fulfil."

We, like the Hindo and Egyptian, have not only felt after, but have had a
light revealed, whereby we may attain unto God. The reverence of the ethnic
or heathen worshipper is expressed by us in the more profound veneration of
the Christian; but the influence coming from the suppressions of the breath, the
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pronouncing of His Name, the mystery attending their religious rites, neither
we nor our institution has outgrown; all are reproduced in a modified form, in
our manner of giving the word, our "due reverence for his Holy Name, and the
mystery which shrines our rites from the curiosity of the profane.”

The practical motive of the Hindoo Triad, no doubt “came from the effort of
the Brahmans to unite all India in one worship.”

Surely, then, we who learn in our first step that Freemasonry “unites men of
every country, sect and opinion,” may justly frown upon any sectarian attempt
to corrupt out ritual, and as justly strive to preserve the Triad unimpaired, as
received from the Fathers, of Jah the Creator, Bel the Powerful,and On as “ He
who is,” or, if so be, the City of the Sun, the fountain of Light, before which,
in the Burning Bush, " Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look upon
God.”

Hence the sum of the argument is, that the Jews referred to Deity under
many different names, and they have left the question so unsettled, that scholars
are undecided still as to what was the true name; but whether as Jah or Je-
hovah, as the God of Abraham, or the Lord of Hosts, their faith was in one
living God; and they treated other nations as idolators, worshipping "strange
Gods; but give no proof that the Jewish, Assyrian, Chaldean, or Egyptian Devil
was worshipped by either one of those nations.

The Scriptures disclose that Baal or Bel was worshipped as God, though not
strictly of the Jewish standard. The Jews, however, acknowledged him as a
God. The Assyrians, Phoenicians and Chaldeans worshipped him as such.
Companion Mackey declared it to be so, and put his opinion in print. The
Grand Chapter of Scotland has so taught it, and so teaches it. Historyand tra-
dition alike prove it; philology criticises the claim, and finds it to be correct.
Baal, therefore, was no Devil to be worshipped, but the God of his people,
powerful to save as to destroy.

The statement in regard to On has no force, and should not be considered of
a feather's weight; if it were but a city, only, as well might we attempt to sink
"Joppa” in the depth of the sea, or invoke the dead " Giblim” to arise from
their tombs in the City of Gebal, and hew down the structure which the fathers
have raised, as to attempt to found an argument satisfactory or creditable to the
Craft on so illogical and revolutionary a basis.

To give the word as decided by the General Grand Chapter would practically
exclude the Assyrian, the Hindoo and the Egyptians from the rites, while we
theoretically proclaim Fremasonry universal; we should retain the Triad, and
give it in that form, because it more than any thing else shows a legitimate de-
scent, and connects our present traditions with the mysteries and antiquities of
the past.

The voices of the Fathers now living give no uncertain sound ; for the half
century and more, through which they have borne the "burden and heat of the
day,” we owe them many thanks and much regard ; as they have reared, so let
us preserve the ancient usages, customs and landmarks of the order, that the Tern
pie wrought upon by their hands and built by the sweat of many Generations,
may, by its stability as much as by its grandeur, continue to excite the aston-
ishment and admiration of its beholders.

Since the Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter, | requested Grand
Chaplain Rev. Companion Bland, who is himselfan accomplished linguist, to
give me his opinion in regard to the subject discussed, and also to ascertain the
opinion of the authorities at Harvard University ; and by their kindness | have
recently received the following interesting and instructive communication:—«
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Cambridge, Sept. 4, 1872.
To the M. E. Alfred F. Chapman, G. H. P., of the G. R. A. C. of Mass.:

Dear Companion Chapman: — The general questions you were pleased
to submit to me concerning the exact meaning and signification of the words
Jah, or Jehovah, Bel, or Baal, and On, together with the more special questions
as to whether Baal was formerly used to designate Satan, and On was simply
and solely the name of an Egyptian city; assisted, and in conjunction with my
friend, the Rev. E. J. Young, Professor of Hebrew and oriental languages in
Harvard University, | have carefully examined and considered, and would beg
to submit the following as the result of our joint investigations. Quotations
given from languages other than the English, | have translated, in most cases,
omitting the original.

Concerning the signification of Jah, or Jehovah, (--------- ,) there can be no
difference of opinion. It was the name of the Supreme Deity among the He-
brews : it is derived from the verb , meaning to be, and referred to God as

the eternal, immutable. See Gesenius, Schenkel, Cassel, Winer, Herzog, Deli-
toch, Kitto, Davidson, Smith, etc., etc.

The meaning of Bel or Baal, is equally unquestionable. The name is de-
rived from the Hebrew verb (baal) which means to be lord or master-
over anything. It was the name of a tutelary god of the Phenicians, Tyrians
and Hebrews of Samaria. See Gensenius, Winer, Shenkel, Buxtorf, Kitto, or
any standard authority or common encyclopedia. It would be easy to quote
authorities and give extracts ad infinitum on this point, but | will cite only
three, from works in our own language, easily accessible to all.

Gesenius' Hebrew and English Lexicon, p. 146, says: “ Baal, i. e. the Lord,
——————————————— (by pre-eminence,) as the name of a chief domestic and tutelary
god of the Phenicians, and particularly of the Tyrians: worshipped also by
the Hebrews, especially of Samaria, with great pomp, along with Astarte."

Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible, edited by Hackett & Abbott, vol. 1, p. 206,
says: “ Baal, the supreme male divinity, of the Phenician and Caananitiih na-
tions, as Ashtaroth, was their supreme female deity."

New American Encyclopedia, vol. 2, p. 436, article “Baal,” says: “ This
word (Baal) is of Phenician origin, and signifies lord or ruler, and was used to
designate the supreme deity by the Phenicians and the Chaldeans, and most of
the oriental nations of the time of the Exodus."

That Baal and Bel are synonymous,— Bel being the Chaldaic form and the
Babylonian name of the God Baal,— may be seen by reference to Gesenius,
Eurst, Buxtorf, and others.

Baal or Bel, then, is recognized by all our oriental scholars as being the
name under which many of the early nations worshipped God, or a god ; and
the statement reported to have been made at the last meeting of the General
Grand Chapter, that it was the name of the devil, has, apparently, not the
slightest foundation; in faCt, is not alluded to in so far as | can ascertain by
any authority whatever; certainly in no standard authority of the present day.

On or was both the name of an Egyptian city and the Coptic
name for light, or the Sun, As the name of an Egyptian city, it was ca led
by the Hebrews, Bethshemesh, or “house of the sun." By the Greeks, Heli-
opolis, or “city of the sun." By the Arabs, Ainshems, or “fountain of the sun,"
and it was celebrated for the worship and temple of the sun, one of the gods of
the Egyptians.

The primitive meaning of On, however, was sun, or light, and under the
name On, the ancient Egyptians worshipped God. To the faCt that On meant
the sun or light, we have the testimonies of Cyrill (Bishop of Alexandria,) Jab-
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lonski, Champollion, August Knoble, Gesenius, Ritter, Winer, Herzog, Ham-
berger, Kitto, and many others. In proof of this, I will give a few, from
many references that | have collected, principally from English and~German
authorities.

Gesenius, in his Thesaurus, p. 52, says : “ --—— (On.) Gen. 41: 50, 41, -
45,46 : 20. A proper name of an ancient Egyptian city, Ezek. 30, 17, called by
the Hebrews “ house of the sun,"” Jeremiah 43 : 13; by the Greeks Heliopo-
lis, by the Arabs “ fountain of the sun." In Coptic books it is constantly
called (see Exodus 1: 11: Ezek. 30: 17, Gen. 41 : 45)) and On, with-
out scarcely any doubt signified, in the old language, light, especially the
sun."”

Dr. Fried Tuch. Com. on Genesis, p. 448, 1871, quoting Cyrill of Alexandria,
says: “ Cyrill on Hosea, p. 145, says : “ (sc. )
— —— (On, which is according to them, i. e. the Egyptians, the sun,) which
is confirmed by the Coptic obein, light, sunlight, in Jablonski Panth. 1. p. 137;
Ap. I, p. 185 ;Champollion, C Eg. Phar. Il., p. 41; in Hieroglyphic---- -
Champ. ~Egypt, p. 79.

Dr. G. B. Winer, Biblisches Real-Worterbuch, 1., 175, says : “ In Egyptian,
On means light, sun."

Kitto, Cyclopaedia of Biblical Literature, vol. 3, p. 365, says : “ On isa Cop-
tic and ancient Egyptian word, signifying light and the sun."

Lastly, Herzog, in his Real Encyclopaedia, X., 610 says: “ This worship of On
was, without doubt, the most spiritual of all the Egyptian worship ; this priest-
hood was, without doubt, not only the most influential in the State, but
also the most fitted to draw a worshipper of Jehovah into, its circle “ since
On was the city of the temple of the sun, and On, in Coptic and old Egyptian,
means sunlight.”

In conclusion, permit me to say that | have examined these questions, not as
a Mason, but as a scholar. The authorities, to whom | have referred, are
scholars who are masonically unknown, and whose opinions on these and simi-
lar questions are of the very highest authority, and their opinions on the ques-
tions submitted by you to me for examination are,

First, That Jah or Jehovah was the name by which the Hebrews knew the
Supreme Deity, and signified the eternal, the immutable.

Second, That Bel, or Baal, was worshipped both as the Supreme God, and as
a god by many of the early nations, such as the Phenicians, Tyrians, Babylon-
ians and Hebrews; and there is no evidence to show that it was ever applied
to Satan.

Third, On was the name both of an Egyptian city, celebrated for its temple
and worship of the sun, and also of the sun and light itself; and by that name
God was anciently worshipped.

Most sincerely and fraternally yours,
John P. Bland,b. D.,
Grand Chaplain.

The desire to legislate seems to be increasing among the Craft, and its influ-
ence becomes more and more apparent; opinions and practices that have long
prevailed, and by which stability has been acquired and prosperity achieved,
are too frequently chafed and fretted, even in the house of their friends. The
deed long since done, and the word expressed, finds no favor in the eyes of the
self-appointed and self-styled reformer ; ready with motions to amend or to
correct, the whole Body of the Fraternity is plunged into the whirl of debate
without any corresponding benefit.

Hasty and unnecessary legislation begets evils greater than it seeks to correct;
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trifles magnified, become mountains without weight; brushing these aside, we
come to this conclusion, that the action of the General Grand Chapter was
hasty and ill-advised, taken without any previous notiee having been given to
the represented, unless it may be considered sufficient to have referred to it in
1868; but its members in 1871 were many of them new, their several Grand
Chapters had not been consulted; the question was discussed by those pre-
pared for it, and wishinga change ; hence, through indifference, hesitation
and doubt, all apparently like nothing, against the advocacy of Companions
Mackey and Pike, a conclusion was reached which cannot be sustained bv the
facts of Tradition, of History,of Science, or of Masonry.

We therefore recommend that this Grand Chapter continue to instruct in the
Ritual in the future, as it has in the past, believing that the interests of Royal
Arch Masonry will be best promoted byprotecting the Landmarks against inno-
vation, and transmitting, unimpaired, the traditions received from the foundersof
the Orderin the Old World, as well as in*the New.

It is also recommended, That it will not violate any allegiance to this Grand
Chapter, if its Subordinates shall instruct their members in the way and man-
ner of the change attempted to be made by the General Grand Chapter; to
the end that they may be skilled workers wherever they may visit.

On motion of M. E. John McClellan it was Voted, That the report be ac-
cepted and the recommendation adopted.

The Grand Annual Convocation was held on 10th December, 1872, Most Ex-
cellent Alfred F. Chapman, Grand High Priest, and Right Excellent Zeph-
aniah H. Thomas, Grand .Secretary. Before the delivery of the address the
Grand Lecturer with a full corps of officers proceeded to exemplify the several
degrees of which the proceedings speak thus :

“During the afternoon the Royal Arch Degree was fully exemplified; the
whole being in the presence of the largest annual assemblage of R. A. Masons
yet held within the jurisdiction, who gave the usual close attention to its prog-
ress and details. Much credit is due the Grand Lecturer and bis able corps of
assistants for the very satisfactory manner in which the Work and Lectures

were rendered ; and at the close were highly complimented by the M. E.
Grand High Priest.”

The Grand High Priest in his address says :

"The Chapters are generally reported to be in good condition, a more than
average amount of work has been done, good material has been wrought into
our structure and harmony has characterized the labors of the Craft.”

Our Companions have been trying the plan of districting the jurisdiction as
in Canada, and the High Priest “feels disposed to suggest" its continuance.
By this means each Chapter is officially visited, its zeal stimulated, and without
doubt greater perfection in the work and lectures attained. We have urged
either this or the system of Grand Visitations in this jurisdiction, and though
provision was made for defraying the expenses of the Most Excellent Grand
High Priest, yet we have not heard of his acting on the suggestion.

The address is devoted to rebutting the idea that the Most Excellent Degree
is the work of Companion Thomas S. Webb as we have frequently heard here,
and much is said and many dates and records are brought forward to prove
that it was in use in St. Andrews Chapter prior to the masonic life of Webb.



[1873. APPENDIX.

It also repels the charges that the R. A. Degree “wants force and character, is
feeble ancl weak.”

We give this extract:

In preserving the tetragrammaton, the most essential landmark has been
preserved ; forby this we are constantly reminded that"” The Lordis our God,”
and that we should pay due reverence to his “ Great and Holy Name and
though we pay due respect to all things else, “ our duty to him should ever
claim the priority of obedience to man.”

Not by dumb signs and symbols alone, not by their preservation or elimina-
tion merely ; butby the knowledge of duty done, of conscience heeded, of
wrongs righted, and the practical living that each is his brother’s keeper, shall
the traditions of the Craft be best preserved, and the true principles of Masonry
best exemplified. But does the Royal Arch Degree give no “ pure teaching of
a great dogma or idea ?” Has it “ no lofty aim?”

“ He that humbleth himself shall surely be exaltedand this is strongly im-
pressed upon tbe mind of every candidate before lie can pass even the outer
courts of the Sanctuary. No degree more zealously inculcates the weakness of
man and the power of God, than does the “ Royal Arch;” if it seeks for
“ dramatie effect,” it is to more strongly enforce the hitherto unquestioned
Christian dogma, that God is equally the God of the Jew and the Gentile; that
he is Omnipresent, Omnipotent anrl Omniscient; and that every “ creature
whom he has made is to him equally near and equally distant.” Is it “ weak
and feeble?” No ; because in its teaching itis especially strong in the Lord
and in the power of his might. Has it “ no lofty aim?” Yes; it takes man
by the hand, raises him in his humility, and gives him to know that by industry
and fidelity, he may stand unimpeached in the presence of kings. Nay, more;
it teaches him that through great trial and tribulation he may safely pass to the
presence of the Deity, and be as welcome there and as dear to his love as
the most exalted.

Let the ungenerous and the indifferent cease from their complaints. Within
our time changes have been urged and made in every grade and degree of Ma-
sonry; why, then, should the Capitular degrees be reviled or exempt?
Or, who shall be deemed the proper censors? And yet these changes have
been principally in non-essentials, touching not the great body of the Craft to
its injury.

At this convocation the Grand Chapter of West Virginia was recognised and
welcomed.

Companion Chapman was re-elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest and
Companion Thomas Grand Secretary.

Number of Chapters, 62 ; number of members, 7468 ; number exalted. 800,

The report on correspondence is from Companion John W. Dadman who
very kindly notices Alabamawho “ will persistin being seated No. 1."

The report throughout is full and interesting, giving a goodandfair picture of

the condition of the Craft throughout our land, but having already occupied so
much space with Massachusetts, we can do no more than copy from his conclu-
sion :

“To our Companion Reporters we wish to say, that we really enjoy a “feast
of reason and a flow of soul” while reading their reports on Foreign Corres-
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pondence. The ability and variety of talent displayed in this Masonic Corres-
pondence is perfectly charming. All seem to keep a sharp lookout for any en-
croachments on the landmarks of the Order, and see eye to eye on all the
great essentials of our beloved Institution. The Fraternity of feeling created
is in perfect keeping with the principles inculcated, and the memory thereof will
be sweet while time shall endure. We know our own productions are not per-
fect by any means, and we often wish we had more, time to devote to them.
Accept our thanks for the kind notices we have received thus far, and we will
try and do better in the future.

MICHIGAN.

The twenty-fourth convocation of Grand Chapter washeld on ist January 1873.
Most Excellent Leonard H. Randall Grand High Priest, all save two subor-
dinates being represented.

The Grand High Priest says :

The year, now closed, has been a signal one in the history of Royal Arch
Masonry in Michigan. The Craft has been prosperous beyond precedent; the
utmost harmony has prevailed within the limits of our jurisdiction, and the ma-
terial selected for our Mystic Temple has been such that it has not only passed
the “ overseer’s square,” but is fit and worthy to become “the headstone of the
corner.”

It gives us great pleasure to make the following extract, which evinces a firm-
ness so in contrast with the actions of many other High Priests, and which we
so heartily admire:

“1 have also received quite a number of petitions for Special Dispensations
to receive petitions and confer degrees out of the usual course, which, upon a
careful examination and consideration, | have in each instance refused to grant,
believing as | do that the frequent granting of such applications is not calcu-
lated to promote the good of the Craft, and ought to be done only in extreme
cases. When a Mason has resided within the jurisdiction of a Chapter a num-
ber of years, and has had occasion to observe the workings of our institution,
and has had 110 desire to become a member thereof until a time when he deter-
mines to change his residence or go abroad, and then makes his application, it
carries with it a strong presumption that he is influenced by seifish and merce-
nary motives, instead of a desire to be serviceable to his fellow-creatures, and
of uniting in the grand design of being happy himself and communicating hap-
piness to others. The Temple at Jerusalem was seven years in building, which
ought to teach us this lesson : That we should not be hasty in the selection and
preparation of material for our moral and masonic edifice, remembering always
that our strength does not consist in the number of Royal Arch Masons, or the
rapidity with which we make them, so much as the material we use.”

W e differ with our Most Excellent Companion when he rules that a compan-
ion suspended by his Lodge and thereby suspended in his Chapter under sen-
tence of suspension “from all the rights and benefits of Masonry” is restored to
membership in his Chapter when the Lodge thinks proper to restore him to
membership in his Lodge. While under the sentence he is no longer to us a
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companion or a mason, and when relieved he is only restored to his position of
an unaffiliated companion, else the action of a Lodge may both unmake and
make the membership of the Chapter. The committee on jurisprudence, how-
ever, sustain the position of the Grand High Priest. And the Grand Chapter
adopted the following resolution. Waith the first we heartily concur, leaving out
the exception in last line, and with the third we also concur saving the ex-
ception :

“Resolved ist—That no Royal Arch Mason shall be reprimanded, suspended
or expelled by a Subordinate Chapter for non-payment of dues, or forany other
offense, without charges in writing having been first filed in his Chapter, due

notice to the accused, and a fair trial, except in pursuance of resolution sec-
ond.

Resolved, 2nd,— That, as every Royal Arch Mason must be a Master Mason
in good standing ofa Regular Lodge of Master Masons, therefore, when a Roy-
al Arch Mason shall be suspended or expelled by a Lodge of Master Masons,
he shall stand as suspended or expelled from the Chapter of which he is
a member, without charges, notice, or trial, until he shall have been restored to
membership of a Regular Lodge of Master Masons.

Resolvedjd — That it is unlawful for the Chapter to strike the name ofany of
its members trom the roll of membership without charges, notice and trial, ex-
cept in pursuance to the above resolution, No. 2.”

Number of Chapters chartered, 82; number of chapters, U. D. 3; number of
members, 6280; number exalted, 642;

Companion J. W. Finch was elected Grand High Priest, and Companion J.
Eastman Johnson Grand Secretary.

Companion J. Eastman Johnson made another of his thorough and judicious
reports on correspondence, noticing our proceedings fraternally.

MISSISSIPPI.

We miss the proceedings from our neighbor, but in lieu we have a circular
letter from the Grand Secretary, stating that the “Grand Chapter resolved to
defer the publication of proceedings in the usual pamphlet form, until next
year, so that all the income of the Grand Chapter might be applied to the pay-
ment of its debts.” However much we may deplore their absence, and the ne-
cessity which has induced this course we cannot but admire the pluck and hon-
esty of our Mississippi companions, who would rather be just than gen-
erous.

Our-Companions we hope will soon be in a better financial condition that we
may again hold that pleasant intercourse which uncontrollable circumstances
have thus rudely broken.

Most Excellent Companion George R. Vance was made Grand High Priest
and Companion J. L. Power retained as Grand Secretary.
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MISSOURI.

Most Excellent Companion Joseph M. Fox, Grand High Priest opened in
Ample Form the Twenty-Sixth Annual Convocation of Grand Chapter on 10th
October, 1872, with fifty-one Chapters represented.

We congratulate the Most Excellent Grand High Priest on the condition of
the Craft in Missouri, and in their selection of their Superior Chapter Officers.
He speaks of them as well versed in masonic law and attributes their intelli-
gence to the very thorough rulings of his predecessors. Now we are certain
that to this must also be added that they read the report on correspondence.

But we will let our Most Excellent Companion speak for himself:

During the past two years, my Companions, no question has been submitted
for my acStion, the proper solution of which could not be found in the plain
written law. And you will notice that, in this, as well as in the first report |
had the honor to make to this Grand Body, there is no special mention of any
decisions. This is, in my opinion, a most gratifying, and, I may say, so far as
the Chapters are interested, a most complimentary showing. For, as in the
case of nalions, whose prosperity is best attested by the absence, rather than
the presence, of great statutory bulk, so in this instance it is with ourselves.

When men are well informed and adt intelligently on their information, the
necessity for specific direction becomes reduced to a minimum. The absence,
therefore, of official decisions in the records of the past two years, is a fadt
upon which J must congratulate the real friends of Capitular Masonry. It is the
best evidence that can be adduced to show the zeal, industry and knowledge
of the brethren, and to display the admirably harmonious working of the mul-
tifarious interests that attach themselves to our order. And this is the more
gratifying, as indicative of a high degree of information in the knowledge of
Lodge work, Lodge laws and Symbolic Masonry generally. For so beautifully
accurate and progressive are the blendings of the Lodge with the Chapter, that
when the Master Mason thoroughly understands and appreciates his Lodge,
he cannot fail to become an efficient and intelligent worker in his Chapter.
The industry and erudition of my predecessors in office, have also contributed
no slight share to the result of which Tspeak.

This Grand Chapter provides for the use of paper ballots on questions of
guilty or not guilty.

Companion James E. Carter was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest.

Companion Gouley again presents the report on correspondence in his usual
lively style. For the information and guidance of our Grand Secretary, who
by the way, is most worthy and well qualified to read the proof of this report,
we will quote what he says about our report for 1871. After the usual “ mu-
tual admiration clause ” he says :

W e regret very much that the whole report, original and quoted, is printed
in solid type, instead of the former being leaded; and this will debar us, on
account of time, from giving the report that thorough review which it would
otherwise receive. We have not got time to read every word.

011 the subject of the G. O. W. as discussed before the G. G. Chapter, be

says to Companion Lockwood :
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Companion Lockwood can rest assured that the aim of Companion Pike
was not to improve the Royal Arch Work by getting at the right O. W.; but
we are perfectly satisfied that that text was used as a mere blind, behind
which to assassinate the York Rite. This is no new subject to us, nor a pleas-
ant one to refer to, but having gone to the bottom of Companion Pike's hos-
tility to our Rite, we feel conscientious in making the above charge.

MAINE.

M. E. Companion John W. Ballou, G. H. Priest, opened the Grand Chap-
ter of this State on 6th May, 1873, having representatives from 32 out of 35
Chapters. For the consideration of the craft in this jurisdiction, we refer to
the following from the Address of the M. E. G. H. P.:

The year past has been one of prosperity to our Order; not that the addition
to our numbers has been larger than in the average of years, but in that higher
prosperity which is the very essence of our institution— true fraternal inter-
course, love to the brotherhood and'a just regard for the landmarks of our Or-
der. For this measure of success, as well as the satisfaction of being enabled
to meet so many of those we hold in such high esteem, around one common
altar, at this our Annual Convocation, let us show a fitting appreciation and a
true thankfulness by a renewed determination to discharge the duties of the
hour with fidelity and alacrity ; abjuring the evil, adhering to that we have
found to be good and true; thus showing to those who may come after us,
that we, in our day, discharged our obligations conscientiously, and were fit-
ting exponents of the principles of our noble institution,

W e confess to feelings of surprise that the M. E. G. H. Priest should have
found it necessary to make any rulings.

1st. That no special meeting of a Chapter can be called without the knowl-
edge and consent of the High Priest, provided he has not permanently re-
moved from the jurisdiction; this being, by the old landmarks, the preroga-
tive of the High Priest.

2d. That no competent election or business meeting can be had without
there are present at least nine members of the Chapter holding said meeting.

For we had thought both of these points to have been so clearly in accord-
ance with Masonic usage as never to have been a matter of dispute. We arc
certain than if our Maine Companions had read Comp. Drummond’s reports
they would not have entertained a doubt on the subjecSt.

At this convocation it was asked that “ no candidate shall be advanced to the
Royal Arch degree until he shall have selected a Mark and presented it to the
Secretary for record.”

No. of Chapters, 35 ; No. of members, 3,319; No. exaltations, 278.

Companion Horace H. Burbank was elected M. E. G. H. Priest, and Ira
Berry was re-elected Grand Secretary.

Companion Stephen A Young came forward wearing the mantle of Com-
panion Drummond as reporter, and well does he discharge the dirties, though
modestly, as will appear from the following, makes his debut:

The Chairman of the Committee Ol Foreign Correspondence would gladly
begin his duties with an apology for presuming to undertake the labor which
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Comp. Drummond has so long performed with marked ability and to the very
general acceptance of the craft. The elevation of the former Chairman to the
highest position in the gift of the Royal Arch Masons of this country, is an en-
dorsement of his masonic ability which mustbe very gratifying to him, but can-
not prove otherwise than embarrassing to his humble successor. We expect
to distinguish ourselves rather by temerity in accepting the position, than by
ability in fulfilling its duties. “ An two men ride of a horse, one must ride be-
hind,” says Dogberry.

Alabama receives full and fraternal notice.

Having copied much from the proceedings of Massachusetts about the G. O.
W. for the information of our Companions, we now copy a little more from
Companion Young on the same subject, all of which will go to show what rad-
ical changes the General Grand Chapter seeks to make in our ritual.

The Grand Chapter of Massachusetts adopted the following recommenda-
tion :

“We therefore recommend that this Grand Chapter continue to in-
struct in the ritual in the future, as it has in the past, believing that the interests
of Royal Arch Masonry will be best promoted by protecting the landmarks
against innovation, and transmitting unimpaired the traditions received from the
founders of the Order in the old world as well as in the new.

“It is also recommended, that it will not violate any allegiance to this Grand
Chapter, if its subordinates shall instruct their members in the way and manner of
the change attempted to be made by the General Grand Chapter; to the end
that they may be skilled workers wherever they may visit.”

Whatever may be the opinion as to the propriety of such action upon the
part of Grand Chapter of Massachusetts, there can be but one opinion about
the incorrectness of the reasoning of those by whom the change was effected.

The religion of the Chaldasans was to a certain extent astral, and bore a very
striking resemblance tp the old classical mythology.

Bil or Be1 is one of the gods who composed a triad, which reminds us of
the familiar jupiter, Pluto and Neptune of our early school-days. The prin-
cipal deity of the Chaldsean Pantheon was called IL or Ra, who had two sons
AnaandBei. The word Be 1 is but another form of the Assyrian or Semitic-
Babylonian word B i1 or BILU, which means lord, corresponding to the Hebrew
Baal. The word Il is only a variant of the root El, which appears in the He-
brew Elohim and the Arabic Allah, and signifies God.

Ra, the other name of the same deity, is the Cushite equivalent for the same
idea, and appears again in the Egyptian mythology as the name of the sun,
which was an object of adoration among many races as the source of light,
heat and life. It is hardly a matter of doubt that he was worshipped at Heli-
opolis under the name of On, inasmuch as Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, says
that the sun was called on among the Egyptians. The city was also known by
the same name—a coincidence which, though not very appalling in itself, seems
to have struck terror to the hearts of the General Grand Chapter.

Be 1 was held in high esteem among the ancient Babylonians, who made him
the tutelar deity of their capital. Their king Nabonidus gave his eldest son
the name of Belshazzar, which ifidicates that the prince was placed under the
special care of Be 1. This would indicate that the king did not feel that horror
for Be 1, which seems to have seized the great expounders of masonry, as we
cannot assume that any king would name the heir to his throne after a person-
age of such unfortunate antecedents and bad personal character as were at-
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tributed to the Babylonian deity by his enemies in the General Grand Chapter!

Max Muller, in his article upon Semitic Monotheism (Chips from a German
Workshop, vol. i p. 360,) says :
“ Like Dyans, like Indra, like Brahman, Baal and EIl and Moloch were
names of God, but not yet of the one God."
* 3
“ There is hardly one single Semitic tribe which did not at times forget the
original meaning of the names by which they called on God. If the Jews had

remembered the meaning of El, the Omnipotent, they could not have wor-
shipped Baal, the Lord, as different from EI."

We think that the members of the General Grand Chapter acted upon an
ex parte statement, and without proper deliberation upon a subject which re-
quired a considerable amount of research in order to be treated intelligently.
There were probably but few members present at the Convocation who had
ever heard the subject discussed at all, and they took the remarks of promi-
nent masons as their guide in voting upon a question which they were totally
unprepared to decide.

A few minutes spent in consulting Appleton’s Cyclopedia or Worcester’s
Dictionary would have put them in a way to have at least an intelligent doubt
as to the absolute trustworthiness of the theory, which has led to the abolition
of what had almost become a landmark.

If the General Grand Chapter decides to make any more changes in our
ritual, we hope that its actions will be based upon a better foundation than the
arguments adduced for the support of this innovation.

A moderate fear of the devil has been supposed to be beneficial to the
greater part of mankind, but the mere mention of his name ought not to have
caused such a complete “demoralization” among the representatives of our
Grand Chapters, that they should utterly desert the standards under which they
had fought so long. They did not even stay to learn whether it ever was his
name, but surrendered at once unconditionally, although they had history and
masonic tradition on their side.

With this quotation we are compelled to leave this very interesting report.

MINNESOTA

W e have before us the proceedings of the Convocation held on 9l January,
1872, and which ought to have been before us in time for our last report. But
the Secretary, in a note, informs us that it had been withheld until the 1st of
September for the report on correspondence, and at last was published without
it.

Most Excellent G. W. Merrill, Grand High Priest, presided, and sixteen
Chapters were represented.

At the previous Convocation the Grand Chapter ordered a re-print of its
proceedings which had been destroyed by sfire, and to defray the expense lev-
ied an assessment of one dollar per capita. Three Chapters avowing full loy-
alty declined to make payment because of its unconstitutionality and the Grand
High Priest in his address expresses great indignation thereat, and astonishment
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at the position. The committee on jurisprudence, to whom the matter was re-
ferred, made both a minority report affirming its legality and constitutionality
and a majority report denying it. The latter was adopted.

The Grand High Priest deplores the fact that more attention is given to An-
cient Craft Masonry than to the Capitular Degrees, and recommends that the
Grand Chapter be held at a time different from the Grand Lodge.

Companion j. H. McKenney was elected Most Excellent Grand High
Priest and Companion W. S. Co'mbs was elected Grand Secretary.

There is no report on correspondence though Companion Combs, one of the
committee, publishes a synopsis of the origin and formation of the Grand
Chapter of the District of Columbia, and of its acts to the present.

NEW YORK

Most Excellent Companion Reese G. Williams, Grand High Priest, opened
the Seventy-Sixth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of this State on
4th February, 1873, at which there were present representatives from one hun-
dred and eighty Subordinates.

Of the condition of the Craft the Most Excellent Grand High Priest thus
speaks :

“The year has been reasonably fruitful of prosperity to the craft. Individ-
ual and united effort to widen its influence and correspondingly extend the
sway of the beneficent spirit of Masonry has been earnest and effective on the
part of companions throughout the jurisdiction ; and | am able to report that
our Chapters have had, as a rule, a wholesome sufficiency of employment, and
that the ranks of the Royal Craft within our borders have been reinforced with
all the rapidity necessary to a healthful growth. We are thus encouraged to
anticipate a further goodly fruitage from our field. In our prosperity let us not
forget to recognize the wise and gracious Providence that has so directed our
course and blessed our labors in the.past, and to render thanks to the Most
High for it."

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest granted a dispensation to hold an

election to fill a vacancy occasioned by removal from the jurisdiction. Query.
— Has not the King the right then to preside?

The committee on correspondence submitted a resolution looking to the re-
cognition of the Grand Chapter of West Virginia, which was referred to a spe-
cial committee which made the following report thereon :

“ To the M. E. Grand Chapter of New York :

The committee, to which was referred the resolution of the committe on for-
eign correspondence, respectfully report:

That having carefully considered the principle involved in the resolution,
and with an earnest desire to establish the most friendly and courteous rela-
tions with our esteemed companions of West Virginia, and at the same time
mrespect our solemn obligations to the General Grand Chapter, the committee
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have unanimously come to the conclusion to recommend the following as a
substitute for the resolution under consideration :

Resolved. That we have witnessed with pleasure the increasing prosper-
ity of Royal Arch Masonry in West Virginia, as evinced in the recent or-
ganization of a “Grand Chapter” therein; and, when this new body shall
place itself under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter, and has
been recognized by it, we will with great pleasure extend to it the right
hand of fellowship, and welcome it among the Grand Chapters of the
Union.

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary transmit a copy of this resolu’ion
to our companions of West Virginia.

Respectfully submitted.”
Upon the consideration of which a substitute was offered as follows:

“ Resolved', That this Grand Chapter will not by any action on its part, ad-
judicate upon any question, or forestall the action of the General Grand
Chapter in the matter of jurisdiction, which is peculiarly the prerogative of
the General Grand Chapter; and, while we extend the hand of fraternal
friendship to the members individually and the Chapters collectively of West
Virginia, we decline by our action as a subordinate body, to place ourselves
in an antagonistic position to what may be the decision of the General
Grand Chapter, in reference to the rights or privileges of either the General
Grand Chapter or the body which has been organized as the Grand Chap-
ter of the State of West Virginia.”

But subsequently the whole matter was postponed until “after the Trien-
nial Convocation of the General Grand Chapter in 1874.”

Number of Chapters chartered 263 ; number Chapters U. D. 4; number
members 17467 ; number exalted 1621.

Most Excellent Companion Thomas C. Cassidy was elected Grand High
Priest, and Companion C. G. Fox continued Grand Secretary.

Companion D. A. Ogden presented the report on correspondence, in
which he reviewed the proceedings of 31 Grand Chapters including those
from Alabama for 1871. Companion Ogden succeeds Companion White in
this position, and thus introduces his report:

“The committee, on entering upon the duty assigned to them, feel it incum-
bent, as well as a pleasant duty, to pay a tribute of respect to the venerable
Chairman of the Committee who immediately preceded the present one, and
who for sixteen years, has so ably and faithfully performed the labor incident to
the position. He held the pen ofa ready writer, and with a sound head, an
honest Masonic heart, a well-poised and instructed mind, his reports were al-
ways instructive and entertaining. W e regret his inability to continue his labor,
for we can only hope to imitate, but not to excel or equal his efforts or labors.

With this expression of good will to our predecessor, we enter upon the dis-
charge of the duties incident to the place, and which belong to it— asking char-
itable judgment for our errors, and respect for our good intentions and honest
endeavors to execute the trust delegated to us. We do not assume the char-
acter of simple critics upon the proceedings of the various Grand Chapters
whose proceeding have been received and examined; ours is rather the office of
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inquiry and search for information, wisdom and truth, which may serve to in-
form and enlighten us on matters of general and mutual interest, and in which
Royal Arch Masons are everywhere interested ; and, in addition, to cultivate a
closer union and a broader fraternal feeling, reaching out to the ends and em-
bracing the entire land. Our masonic, like our political organization, is co-equal
with the union of the States, and should be and is one of the elements of
the nation’s power and strength, one of the ties that bind together this great
people.”

His notice of Alabama is very kind and in it he suggests that uniformity in
work can best be attained by employing, as in New York, a well skilled
Grand Lecturer.

When commenting on Maine he makes the following well timed remarks on
a question not very likely to occur, but yet possible.

In the general proceedings there occurred nothing worthy of special remark
or comment; except, perhaps, the decision of the Grand High Priest that the
installation of a regularly elected officer could not proceed if objection was
made by a companion at the time he presented himself for installation. This
decision was sustained by the Grand Chapter. It is, however, questionable
whether it is good law or safe practice. The most, it seems to us, that the in-
stalling officer could do, would be to require at once the objecting member
to prefer in due form charges with specifications of misconduct, and then with
this tangible evidence before him, he might suspend the installation until trial
was had, and its result ascertained. If the result was expulsion or suspension,
then of course the installation could not take place, and the office would be va-
cant. But an objection, not founded upon conduct or reasons which would not
expel or suspend, or an objection without specific charges under which he
might be tried, should not, in our opinion, stay the installation of an elected
officer. The report of the Committee on Jurisprudence substantially covers the
ground. The action isnot likely to occur often, yet it becomes important as a
question of principle. A very different principle or rule applies to a case ofin-
stallation from that of the advancement ofa candidate in the Degree ; in the
one case, a single objection, unquestioned, and without power to question, stops
the progress ; while in the other, the objection calls at once for reasons and for
f.ill investigation, and without which he who had by the suffrages of his com-
panions been honored with power, place and responsibility, would have a right
to demand the consummation of the act of election by installation.

W e would copy much from this truly excellent report but that we wish to

copy entire the address of the Grand Chaplain Rev. James Byron Murray
which we think will prove of interest and also instructive :

ADDRESS BY REV. JAMES BYRON MURRAY, G. C.

Most Excellent Grand High Priest and Companions:

Our subject is the Tabernacle in the Wilderness and its Furniture.

Before considering the subject, however, it may be well to give you a brief
outline of the journey of the Israelites from Egypt into the desert. Fcr the fact
that the children of Israel were for so many years awandering people, will
serve to furnish a reaso’n why their house of worship should partake of the na-
ture of a tabernacle rather than thatof a permanent building. The journey into
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the wilderness was the beginning of the journey up and down and through the
wilderness, until the chosen people reached the land promised to their fathers. It
was the first step in, obedience to the call of God ; it was to impress upon that
people a distinct and special character, to educate them into a higher and
grander ideal of life than the life of Egypt, and to fashion them by a constant
witness of God’s power into faith in Him as their King, their Protector and
their Worship. And as this journey was to be the journey for years, a Taber-
nacle with its pillar of fire and cloud was to be the perpetual pledge of God’s
presence with his people.

Jehovah, through Moses and Aaron, sent the call, and the Israelites obeyed
and undertook that journey whose issue was to make them a free people. Out
then, from the doorposts sprinkled with the blood of the slain lamb; out from
the bitter cry of the Egyptians mourning for their first born, the excellency of a
parent's strength, the chosen people passed into the night and darkness, from
the house of bondage on thatjourney, shadowed or glowing with type and
symbol, in which man in every age has found lessons for his own life, gleaming
prophecies also of his journey as he passed onward to the other life and its per-
Jectrestin God. They had at that time become a vast multitude; for
we read that the little band which, four hundred years before, had gone down
with Jacob into Egypt, had increased to a nation; and as they went foith, apart
the old men, the women and children, they went forth an army of six hundred
thousand footmen. They were led by Moses and Aaron, and marched from
Egypt, harnessed in ranks of five. Thus equipped as soldiers for the conflict,
and guided by the Lord, their leader and commander, also, in the pillar of fire
and cloud, surrounded by those dearestto them, they journied onward to pos-
sess the land so long foretold.

The way they took, however, was not the nearest or the most direct to Pales-
tine ; but was one which led them south-eastward through the wilderness of the
Red Sea. This sea, we may state here, is so called, either from the sandstone
and granite which tinge the generally clear blue of the waters, or from the coral
branches which line the shore and look like a sunken forest still retaining its
rich autumnal hues. Close beside the people as they moved on was the long
mountain range of Atakah, which shut out from their view Egypt, with its wor-
ship of living creatures, its gigantic pyramids, its mysteries and enchantments,
its collossal but rude civilization, and its barbaric despotisms. This route seems
to have been chosen for them by Jehovah himself; for to them as they lay en-
camped on the green fringe of the desert, there came a message which was also
acommand : “ The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, speak unto the children of
Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pihahiroth, between Migdol and the
sea, over against Baalzephon ; before it shall ye encamp by the sea.” The
course which they had taken according to this direction led them into a wild
ravine, with the Egyptian power behind them, and the deep sea before them.
To the purged eye there was a divine purpose in all this. Doubtless it was in-
tended to show the chosen people that human wisdom could not devise a way
to escape. Doubtless it was intended to show them that nothing but the out-
stretched arm of the almighty power could save them from death. Doubtless
it was intended to show them, and all men after them, that every great crisis
which shapes a nation to a higher destiny, and lifts it up to a grander life, is
fashioned by the unseen, but divine hand.

As they halted in that ravine, the seawith its impassable barriers before them,
and the mountain hemming them in with its thick ribbed sides, a cry of terror
spread far and wide through the camp. The Israelites lifted up their eyes, and
over the rough crests of the hills, they beheld the chariots and horsemen of the
Egyptians, pursuing after them to overtake and destroy them. So runs the
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history, they were sore afraid ; but in their terror, the word of the Lord came to
them: “Fear ye not, standstill and see the salvation of God; the Lord shall
fight lor you, and you shall hold your peace. As for the Egyptians whom ye
have seen to-day you shall see them no more forever.” And when the last rays
of the sun which had burned like sentinel fires on the mountain peaks had died
down utterly, and the shadows had fallen on the trembling host and on the
water, in the thick covering of the night that encompassed them, and in the
turbulent womb of the sea, Israel was born a free people—redeemed from
Egyptevermore. The Lord had looked from the pillar of fire and troubled the
Egyptians, as they tried to follow the Israelites into the sea, and they sank as lead
in the mighty waters. So the children of Israel were delivered from their ene-
mies; and when the morning sun kindled down into the plains with a rich
flame of life, and the air blew fresh upon their faces, amid the clash of symbols
there broke forth the anthem of victory, “Sing ye unto the Lord, for he has tri-
umphed gloriously ; the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea!” And
there comes rolling up to us also, the echo of that mighty song, but only to sweep
past us and swell on from century to century, till it is caught up by all the ran-
somed of the Lord, redeemed from more than Egyptian bondage, on the great
day when they shall stand on the sea of glass mingled with fire, and sing the
song of Moses, the servant of God and the Lamb.

Having thus introduced the Iraelites, so to speak, into the desert, we will not
follow them in their manifold journeys, in their wars with hostile races, in their
victories over their enemies, but suppose them encamped at the foot of Sinai,
and so arrive at the subjectin hand. During the eleven months in which the He-
brews were encamped there before the Lord, Moses was twice called up into the
mountaiu, and had magnificent visions vouchsafed to him. There, as it were,
the courts of heaven were laid open to his imitation in the structure he was
to fashion for God's people; there he received the law which he was carefully
to guard in the most sacred part of the structure ; there he was taught that sys-
tem of religion, with its types, which were but splended forecasts of larger out-
goings of God's will. And thus he was fully instructed as to the Tabernacle,
out of which, in later years, grew the temple, the glory of the whole earth.

The word Tabernacle means tent. The chosen people had not yet reached
the land promised to their fathers; for forty years they were to be a nomadic
or wandering people ; for forty years they were to go up and down with the trial
and discipline of the wilderness upon them; for forty years they were to be
dwellers in tents, and shift from place to place as they were divinely directed.
And in the house of God, inwhich Fie was to manifest Hispresenc, was tp have
his character of a tent. His Tabernacle of worship was to form the centre
around which their tabernacles were to be pitched, and He Himselfwas to be
among them as in the Holy place of Sinai.

The space which inclosed the Tabernacle was about one hundred and sev-
enty feet long, by seventy-five feet wide, and was screened by curtains suspen-
ded from pillars. On the north side, at a distance ofseven feet and a half apart,
were twenty of these pillars; on the south side were the same number, and at
the same distance from!]Jeach other. At the west end there were ten pillars, and
at the east end four, with three pillars on each side of them, so arranged as to
leave a space of thirty-five feet for an entrance or door. All these pillars were
covered with brass, and were adorned with fillets of silver. Their chapiters,
the hooks which were fastened to them, and which served for suspending the cur-
tains, were all overlaid with the same costly material. They were supported
by bases of brass, securely placed in the ground. Brass rods passed through
the hooks at the top of the pillars held the curtains in their place; while cords
which hung down from rings at the top, also, were fastened by metal pins in the
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ground, and rendered the solid work of the inclosure safe and firm, Around
the space thus inclosed, but at a distance of a Sabbath day's journey, or seven-
eighth’s ofa mile, the twelve tribes of Israel were arranged in divisions of three
tribes each. In this way they formed what is known in military language as
the hollow square, a mode of arrangement which has been eminently successful
in modern warfare. Forming the east side of this square were the tribes of
Zebulon, lIssachar and Judah, which bore a blue banner emblazoned with a
lion. The west side was formed by the tribes of Benjamin and Manasseh witli
Ephraim in the centre, bearing a scarlet standard, on which was the figure of
an ox or bull. On the south side of the square were Gad, Simeon and the
tribe of Reuben, which carried a purple ensign, bearing the face or head of a
man. The north side of the square was completed by the tribes of Naphtali,
Asher, and the standard-bearing tribe of Dan, on whose banner of pure white
was the dark figure of a flying eagle. All this military arrangement was doubt-
less ordered by the Unseen Leader or Captain of the Host.

The inclosure thus fenced and guarded by the Israelites in their tribes and
order, was known as the outer court. Near this court, on the north, south and
west, the Levites, or lower order of the Hebrew ministry, pitched their tents;
while 011 the east side were to be found the tents of Moses and Aaron. Within
this inclosure the Tabernacle was set up. This structure was an oblong, about
fifty-five feet in length, eighteen feet wide, and eighteen feet high. The sides
and one end were framed of boards of acacia wood, placed in an upright posi-
tion, and fastened at the bottom by tenons resting in mortices in the foundation.
They were fastened at the top by links, and at the sides bv bars of wood run-
ning through rings in the boards themselves. Each side contained twenty
boards, while the end contained eight. These boards and rings were overlaid
with plates of gold. The foundations on which these boards rested were of
very costly material; they were solid silver bases, about ninety-six in number,
and every silver block weighed one hundred weight each. Besides these, there
were four bases of silver, also, for the gold-covered pillars, which supported the
veil or curtain that divided the inside of the Tabernacle into two apartments.
These golden columns on their white silver bases, doubtless suggested to the
Greek architects of a later age, the custom of placing columns of porphyry on
white marble bases— the Tabernacle in the wilderness thus casting some rays of
its glory on the sculptured work of the most refined and cultured nation of
antiquity.

The outward frame of the Tabernacle thus fashioned, had four different cur-
tains or coverings, placed over each other and reaching down to the silver
foundations. The first curtain, or veil, was made of fine twined linen, splen-
didly embroidered in blue, purple and scarlet, adorned with figures of cheru-
bim wrought by cunning and artistic hand. This curtain contained ten widths
of material, which were fastened together by blue rings and loops of gold; it
was arranged so as to form a ceiling for the Tabernacle. The second curtain
was of a less costly material, called mohair, and was joined together by brazen
clasps. The third curtain was of rams’ skins colored red ; and the fourth was
of tachash, ora kind of sealskin, and served as a protection lor the other three.
The structure was in thisway thoroughly screened from dust and rain.

As the cast end had no boards, there was suspended from five acacia pillars
overlaid with gold a magnificently embroided veil, whose flowing drapery hung
in heavy folds to the ground. This served as a protection to the east end, and
when raised, formed a door or entrance to the Tabernacle. Thus the ‘outside
of the structure was complete.

The Tabernacle itself was separated by a veil into two distinct parts; the
division between the parts was formed by four pillars of acacia covered with
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gold, and resting, as before stated, on bases of silver. The veil which hung on
these pillars was of the finest workmanship ; it was embroidered like that which
formed the ceiling, with figures of cherubim, its deep blue mingled with the
rich purple set off by the contrast of scarlet. The first of these apartments was
about thirty-six feet long and eighteen wide. It was used asthe room for the
priests, the servants of Jehovah the King of Israel. It was known as the Holy
Place, because sacred to the service performed by the priests. The second
apartment was about eighteen feet square, and was the earthly dwelling place
of Jehovah himself. The whole structure was framed without windows for the
admission of light; accordingly, there was artificial light in the first room to
give light to the priests in their ministrations. In the smaller room we find no
artificial light, for there was the glory of God giving perpetual light, and fore-
casting for us that time when in our glorified state we shall need no candle,
neither light of the sun or the moon, for the Lord God will be the light thereof*
This apartment was called the Holy of Holies, or Most Holy Place, because it
was sacred to the special presence of Jehovah. Into this place none were
allowed to enter, with the exception of the high priest, and that but once a year,
on the Yom Kipparim, or Great Day of Atonement. Into the second place
none were allowed to enter except the priests. The outer court was free to all
the people.

This, then, was the Tabernacle which was set up in the wilderness, according
to the pattern showed Moses in the mount. This was the special dwelling place
of Jehovah with His people as they journeyed in the wilderness ; this, the sanc-
tuary in which He would commune with them, and reveal His will as they
bowed in worship before Him.

Having thus contemplated the structure itself, let us, with the Israelites, as it
were, enter the outer court and examine its furniture. Immediately on enter-
ing, we discover the brazen altar, or large altar for burnt offerings. This was
placed in front of the entrance, and at such a distance from the Tabernacle
proper, that the smoke of its sacrifices could not stain the curtains of the tent.
It was about seven feet six inches square, four feet six inches high, and was made
of acacia wood thickly plated with brass. On each side were two rings of brass,
through which poles were passed, so that it could be carried by the priests when-
ever it was necessary to move it. At each corner was a horn or projection ;
these horns either served as a place of refuge to those who fled to the altar and
laid hold on them, or they were used as points to which the victims for sacrifice
could be fastenecj; their full purpose, however, is lost in obscurity. But if the
latter use is the true one, then we have their meaning read out to us by David,
“ Bind the sacrifice with cords even to the horns of the altar.” The necessary
utensils of the altar were all of brass; they consisted of a shovel to remove the
ashes, a pan to receive them, hooks for turning the sacrifice, and vessels to hold
the blood of the animal when slain. On this altar burned night and day the
sacred fire which had descended from heaven. The lesson taught us by the
position of the altar and the victim consumed upon it, is the lesson that he who

would seek the presence of God must enter the door of the holy place by
sacrifice.

As we move on, we find standing between the altar and the door of the Taber-
nacle, the brazen laver. It rested on a stand or foot, made out of the mirrors
furnished by the women who assembled in the outer court. The shape of this
laver is not known, though it is generally supposed to have been somewhat like
an urn. It was always filled with pure water, for washing the hands and feet of
the sacrificing priests. This symbolized the purity which God always demanded
of those who would serve in His house ; no priest could offer sacrifice without
first'washing his hands. From this we learn our lesson of clean hands and a
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pure heart, as we offer up our sacrifices to the Lord our God. Solemnly across
the ages, therefore, do the words of the Psalmist speak to us: “ I will wash my
hands in innocency, O Lord, and so will I go to thine altar.”

Lot us now lift the first veil, and enter with the priests, the Holy Place or
Tabernacle itself. ; We find here the golden candlestick. This candlestick, with
its necessary furniture, was of pure beaten gold; it consisted of a main stem,
from which spread out six branches, three on each side; the branches were at
the same distance front each other, and from the central stent; they were
exquisitely adorned with gold flowers, representing pomegranates, lilies and
half almonds ; they contained, at the end, seven golden lamps, which were con-
stantly fed with the purest oil of beaten olives. These lamps were trimmed
regularly, and furnished with oil to last during the night. All the lamps were
lighted at night, but only three of them during the day; as they burned they
threw a beautiful light on the objects in the sanctuary— figuring and symbolizing
the truth, that they who minister in holy things are to be burning and shining
lamps, burning always with the beauty of purity and the reflected glory of God.
With this candelabrum were snuffers to remove the snuffings, dishes to receive
them, and vessels for holding oil, all made of wrought gold.

On a side table, which was covered with beaten gold, were twelve loaves or
cakes of unleavened bread, made of the finest flour. These loaves were
arranged in two rows of six ; each loaf represented one of the twelve tribes of
Israel. These loaves were renewed once a week, and at the end of that time
were eaten by the priests. On the top of each row was placed a golden dish
with a handful of frankincense, which, when the cakes were removed, was
burned as incense before the Lord. These loaves were known as the shew-
brcad, the bread of the Presence, of the faces or setting before the Lord. As
the bread of the Presence, the reference is most solemn ; for it is not made to
material food simply, but to that spiritual food which comes from the presence
of God. Two things are typified by this shew-bread : God’s good gifts to man,
and man’s gratitude in offering a portion of these gifts in return. The first
thought is interpreted for us in the inspired words which speak of the blessings
of the sanctuary, “ 1 shall be satisfied with the provisions of thy house.”

The third article of furniture was the altar of incense. This was made
acacia wood, and thickly overlaid with gold ; its position was near the inner veil
and opposite the ark of the covenant. It was a foot and a half square, and
about three feet high ; at each of its four corners there was a horn covered with
gold, and around its top there was a twisted moulding or crown of the same
material. Just below the moulding and at the corners were four rings, through
which the staves or poles were passed for the purpose of carrying it, whenever
it was necessary. The roof of the altar served as a stand, to hold the censeror
vase of burning incense as it rose with its sweet savor of offering to God. Ev-
ery morning when the lamps were trimmed, every evening when the lamps were
;ill lighted, there was placed in it by the officiating priest incense, lighted from the
sacred fire of the brazen altar. It drew all its meaning and all its beauty from
the fact that its fragrance was thus kindled by the holy fire. In this way, also,
flic two altars, so to speak, were bound together in a solemn fellowship of serv-
ice. This golden altar tells us that the prayer of which its incense is the sym-
bol, must ever arise out of the fires of sacrifice. When, for the first time, sac-
rifice was placed on the larger altar, fire came down from heaven and consumed
it, and bore its bright witness that God had accepted the sacrifice. This fire was
to be perpetual, and no sacrifice could be consumed but by it, and no incense,
which is the prayer of holy men, could be kindled save by the same divine fire.
So sacrifice and prayer arc bound together by one living flame, and rise up with
fragrant incense from the hearts of men to Him who ordains the offering, and
whose hand sends down the.holy fire.
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We are now prepared to see the high priest, as it were, on the Great Day of
Atonement, lift the second veil and enter the most Holy Place. All thatwe
have been looking at up to this time has reference to the people of God, and the
things necessary, for them to celebrate God's worship. In this most Holy Place
we find what Jehovah is to his people." As we moved along in our examination
of the furniture of the Tabernacle, every object that we met had its special les-
son for us. As we entered the outer court, we found sacrifice necessary to be
offered; we advanced and received the lesson of clean fiends ; and when we
lifted the first veil, we saw the need of the incense of a pure heart pointed out
to us by the golden altar. We were thus taught the lesson, that sacrifice and
prayer were the.meins by which the veil is lifted, and by which we can gaze
into the presence chamber of our God and King.

The'first object we behold In this most sacred place, is the ark of the covenant.
This was an oblong chest or coffer, about three feet nine inches in length, and
two feet three inches in width and hight. Itwas made of the same wood as the
rest of the Tabernacle, and covered both within and without with the finest
beaten gold. On its upper edge was a crown or moulding of wrought gold;
and oil its sides were rings which held poles of acacia wood overlaid with the
s,ime metal; these poles were not removed, and served to carry the ark when
it was necessary lo bear it along with the Tabernacle. The lid, or covering cf
the ark, was called the mercy seat; at each end of this was the figure of a
cherub with outspread wings, overshadowing the whole thing, and with eyes
bent down in earnest inquiry, as if to penetrate its sacred mystery.

In the ark were the tables of the ten commandments, written by the finger
of God— sometimes known as the tables of the testimony, or proof of the cov-
enant, madedy God with His people. Itwas from this fact that it received the
name of the Ark of the Testimony, or the Ark of the Covenant. Besides the
book of the law, it contained a pot of manna, and Aaron's rod which had so
miraculously budded. The pot of manna contained about an omer or three
quarts of that food, and was a constant memorial of the goodness of God in
feeding Israel in her desert journey.

Aaron’s rod. furnishes a brief history of a fact, which is not without interest.
After the rebellion of Korah and his company, and their attempt to assume the
priesthood, to prevent Aaron’s authority from being again questioned God con-
firmed it by a very special and beautiful miracle. By order of Moses, the
prince or head of every tribe was to appear before him, with a rod or branch
cut from the same almond tree ; on the twelve rods, each chief respectively was
to write the name of his tribe, with the exception of the tribe of Levi, which
was to substitute instead the name of Aaron. These rods were then to be
placed in the Tabernacle until the following morning, at which time Jehovah
would declare in favor of that tribe whose rod indicated any change. On the
next day, when Moses entered the Tabernacle, he found that the rod which
bore Aaron’s name had budded and brought forth buds and bloomed blossoms,
and yielded almonds. This sacred witness of Aaron’s call to the high priest-
hood was made known to the people by the exhibition of the rod. The rod was
then laid up in the ark, as a testimony to after generations of the choice of the
family of Aaron to the most important office in Israel, and as a token of the
rebellion of.a portion of the chosen people

Above the ark was the Shekiiiah, me most sacred thing of all— that miracu-
lous light or visible symbol of God’'s presence, as He dwelt between the cher-
ubim. This poured a marvellous splendor 011 the Holy of Holies. But of this
He made known His will concerning the' people of Israel, when consulted by
the high priest in their behalf. In this fact we read the meaning of the phrase,
“ Thou that sittest between the cherubim,” that is, thou that givest tokens ot
thy presence, by replying to the questions of thy people Israel.
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These cherubim were symbolic forms, in which were united ihe greatest kind
of life in created beings. The ox, or bull, the emblem of patience and labor,
the lion the emblem of kingly authority, the eagle the emblem of liberty and
rapid motion, were combined with man, the being of thought, of knowledge, of
intellectual power and moral freedom. Thus these cherubim.stood foY the
creatures of God's hand in their worship before Him. They tell us that strength,
kingly glory, and mental power are to acknowledge the God that gave them
being. They proclaim, also, God’s mercy; for it is above the mercy seat they
take their position, and by this would tell us, that it is as a God of mercy He
would be known to His people. And as they stand above the law and covenant,
they would indicate His love and mercy to those who would obey His laws and
keep His covenant.

Thus have we seen the Tabernacle and its Furniture, fashioned according to
the pattern shown Moses in the mount when he talked in sacred audience with
God.

Having stated that the journey of the Israelites.would explain in part the
reason why a Tabernacle, rather than a permanent building, would be suited to
the condition of Israel, let us see what provision was made for its removal from
place to place in that strange desert journey. Whenever the Tabernacle was
to be moved, it was done in very solemn order., At the first sound of the
trumpet, those who had pitched theirtents on the cast side of the hollow square,
got ready to move. At the second blast of the.trumpet, those on the south side
made themselves ready to march. At the third, sound, those in charge of the
Tabernacle took it apart, and proceeded to carry it in their midst; the Levites
superintended this work. At the last signal, those .on the west and those on the
north side removed their tents. The Tabernacle was carried along, with six
tribes before and six tribes behind. The Gershonites carried it with its covering,
its curtains, and its cords. For this purpose they were permitted to use two
wagons, drawn by two oxen each. The Kohathites carried the ark, the vesels
of the holy place, both altars, and the special articles of furniture belonging to
them. The Merarites bore the bars,.columns, bases, boards of the Tabernacle,
the pillars of the outer court with their foundations, cords and pins. In this
order the Israelites proceeded from one place to another; and when they halted
to set up the Tabernacle again, the tribes pitched their tents respectively on the
west, south and north of it, with Moses, and Aaron, and the priests on the east
end. Such was the provision for the removal and setting up of the Tabernacle,
during the journey of the people of Israel in the wilderness.

It may be well to mention here, two who bore a prominent part in the con-,
struction of the Tabernacle. These were Bezaleel of the tribe of Judah, and.
Aholiab of the tribe of Dan. To the former was intrusted the plan and execu-
tion of the works of art which were needed in the structure; he had charge of
Jill the work in wood, in metal, and in stone ; while Aholiab attended, under his
supervision, to the embroidery and the work necessary in the curtains. Their
names are thus associated with that of Moses in one of the grandest works ever
vouchsafed to man.

The structure which we have, so to speak, set up again, we must remember,
is but a type of a yet nobler building fitly framed together, growing into a holv
temple in the Lord. Itis a type, also, of what every man should be in this life,
that he inay be so in the next—a tabernacle pure and holy for the dwelling place
of God. Let us meditate on this thought more and more, that from the
thought we shall pass into action, and frame ourselves, by the aid which shall
be given us from above, into a structure meet for Jehovah's use. And then,
with cleansed eye and purified vision, we can read the outline of that Taber-
nacle in which we shall be with God forever and ever. “I saw a new heaven
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at)d a new earth; for the first heaven and first earth were passed away; and
there was no more sea. And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Be-
hold the Tabernacle of God is with men, and he shall dwell with them, they
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.”
And to show us how one Tabernacle was the type of the other, and how the
resting place of one was the type of the more glorious structure, the divine
.mWordsgo on @ “And the city had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels,
aitd names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the
children of Israel. And the pillar of fire and cloud in the earthly Tabernacle
is lost in the eternal light of the everlasting throne; for the city had no need
of the sun, neither of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God did
lighten it.”

Meantime, Companions, while we remain as servants and moral workers in
our Masonic Tabernacle, as sojourners moving onward toward the fulfillment
of the type we possess, let us frame two lessons practically for ourselves and
our Order.

First, the lesson of the call of God to us, to come out of the bondage into
that freedom toward which He is ever leading us. The path by which we are
led, may be into the desert; it may be by the way of the sea. Enemies may
beset us, but trust in His right arm will help us to overcome, and the difficul-
ties which rise mountains high on each side of us, and swell like Egyptian
hosts, under His leadership will vanish and the waters open a pathway to the
freedom and moulding discipline of a better life. Let that journey of Israel be
a type of our journey ; but a journey in which we shall conquer, because we
obey our Leader and Commander. Let us hear the call of God, which comes
ringing down the centuries, speak unto the children of Isreal, that they go for-
ward. The rest He promises might be given by a more direct and shorter
route; but the discipline which moulds the material bearing which comes from
training, the boldness that is bom out of struggle and hard won victories,
would be wanting to make us men in faith and moral stature. The wilderness
is the way to God's blessedness at the end of the mortal life, when not in type,
but in reality, we shall enter into the rest and the light of His revealed glorv.

Second, the lesson of our work for our Order. We must strive to find mean-
ing in every symbol, new light, new lustre in the furniture of our Tabernacle.
H must he so, if in any measure we would make it like the Tabernacle of old
in the wilderness. Every ordinance of that was a forecast of things to come,
and was impressed on the people of Israel as a portion of the covenant which
God made with them, educating them by repeated promises and the ever re-
newed beauty of symbol. Let us find a lesson in this, and make every ordi-
nance, every symbol in our institution speak of better things for our Order
among men. Let us, in our strength, and according to our measure of know-
ledge, seek to make this so, that our branch of Masonry, and the other branches
of it, by the law of association and influence shall rise higher and higher be-
fore men, spreading out over the land as a veal good ; higher and still higher in
all the attributes of morality, of truth and charity ; higher and still higher in
all that will draw the eyes of the good and great upon it; higher and still
higher till, like the tallest mountain peak which catches the first beams of the
sun kindling and glowing over the awakened earth, our Order shall catch the
warmest rays of the sunlight of man’s approval, as it rises above all lesser
human institutions, in the moral dominion, the throne and empire of a
continent.
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NORTH CAROLINA

W e hear from the Convocation held on the 2nd of June, 1873, Most Excel-
lent Companion J. Nichols Grand High Priest.

In his address he says :

“The year has not been an eventful one as regards Capitular Masonry in our
jurisdiction. We can only say that we have made another twelve month's jour-
ney over the rough and rugged road of life, and some of our companions have
finished their pilgrimage; and while we meet amid the ruins of our earthly
Courts as weary sojourners, they have reached the Heavenly Temple, and
are filling its arches with the melody of praise.”

Having shown that there were a sufficient number of R. A. Masons to con-
stitute a chapter as early as 1790 and that as many as 47 chapters had existed,
and that at present there are less than 20—

He says :

“Chapters that once flourished have, in some instances, succumbed to the de-
structive influences of internal disorder, and surrendered their charters, others
went down from causes unknown, while some are still struggling for an exist-
ence on account of a seemingly incurable apathy that pervades them."

From these as well as from the whole tenor of the address we infer that our.
companions there have not improved in zeal, but are still depressed and
gloomy.

Companions Gardner and Munson made report on correspondence and we
find the proceedings of Alabama for 1872 among those reviewed. They say,
“we have our own opinion on this substitute question. We dont believe in
them."

They pitch hot shot into Companion Larner, of District of Columbia, as
follows:

“Companion Nichols was delighted with the “open arm reception” which
greeted him and his colleague at the General Grand Chapter in Baltimore,
and the “prodigal” returned to his parent.”

We would like to ask Companion Larner in what respect the G. Chap-
ter of North Carolina may be considered a “prodigal returning to its parent.
When we see theword “prodigal” used, our thoughts atonce recur to the beau-
tiful parable in Holy Writ. Let us see what the Scripture saith : “A certain
man had two sons : and the younger of them said to his father, Father give me
the portion ofgoods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living."
Did the G. G. Chapter give us any of the general fund when the prodigal left
its parent’s house? Again, the prodigal wasted his substance with riotous liv-
ing. Companions, have we been converting the means of refreshment into
purposes of intemperance and excess ? After much suffering the prodigal re-
turned to his father. The father said to his servants, “Bring forth the best robe
and putit on him, and put a ring Ol his hand and shoes on his feet; and bring
hither the fatted calf and kill it." Comp. Nichols says he had an “open arm’s
reception"—but did he see any of the fatted calf, or in lieu thereof, was not the
“prodigal” he represented taxed one cent per capita to support the parent?
Comp. Larner may be able to run the parallel, but we “can’t see" the force of
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the comparison. All joking aside, we left the G. G. Chapter, for what we then
considered good cause, in nil candor and honesty. Since that time we
have seen fit to correct the error, (if error it was,) and renew our allegiance. If
we have done wrong we regret it, but don't call us “prodigal” again Comp,
Lamer, and we may perhaps promise, “not to do so any more.’

We thank the Committee for coming to our aid and giving us a little encour-
agement in our contest with Companion Drummond about the General Grand
Chapter. We always thought we had the better side, but we can't write like
Drummond. Here is what they say:

The Report on Foreign Correspondence was prepared by Companion Drum-
mond, who is a vigorous writer, and evinces by his writing deep research in
Masonic History, and familiarity with Masonic law and jurisprudence. He
appears to have the best of the argument in the case of Companion P. ]. Lil-
ians, of Alabama, in reference to the origin and powers of the General Grand
Chapter. But there are two sides to this very interesting and important ques-
tion, and we think Comp. Lilians has the better side, but as North Carolina is
somewhat in the same category as Alabama, we had better keep quiet until we
are “ pitched into,” and then it will be time for us to take part in the discus-
sion.

Companion Il. H. Munson was elected M. E. G. H. P., and T. M. Gardner
Grand Secretary.

OREGON.

Twelfth Convocation Companion James R. Bayley M. E. G. H. P., and rep-
resentatives from five subordinates. The address is short and pertinent to the
business of the Grand Chapter.

Companion T. McF. Patton reported Ol correspondence giving Alabama a
full and courteous notice. Having been necessariiy absent from home we now
before meeting of the Grand Chapter, have only time to glance at this report.
We, however, copy from his notice of Nebraska.

“In the examination of these proceedings, our thoughts naturally revert to
the scenes of other days. Twenty one years ago this day (May 5th), the
writer of this Report crossed the Missouri River and camped where the city of
Omaha now stands— a pilgrim seeking a home in the “land of promise.” The
bright anticipations of our boyhood were then, as we thought, about to be rea-
lized, but, alas! those bright fancies of gay festivities and unalloyed pleasure to
be derived from bivouacking in the open air, upon the boundless praries, were
soon dispelled ; and as we traveled up the valley of the beautiful Platte, and
enjoyed the gentle showers of that delectable region, and occasionally sought,
refuge under wagons to preserve our unprotected pate from the calcareous for-
mation which fell from the celestial regions, we felt as did the Prodigal of old;
and while we longed for our father’'s house, we realized the truth of our
motto, ‘root hog or die.”"

Again, under the head of Nova Scotia, he says:

“Companion John B. Nash gave notice, ‘That nt the next Convocation of
Grand Chapter, he would move a resolution in reference to-canvassing for offi-
cers of this Grand Chapter.’
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We don't like this canvassing business; we tried our hand at it for a short
time for a political office, and although we came out conqueror, we are deci-
dedly of the opinion that it is small business.

In Masonic bodies, the old plan is the best, and should be adhered to : ‘All
preferment among Masons is granted upon real worth, and personal merit on-
ly." If a Companion’s merit and real worth are not known, itis, in our opin-
ion, not worth while to canvass the matter. lie should be allowed to remain
on the floor a quiet member, until he gives evidence of fitness.

We are opposed to canvassing and open nominations, as being contrary to
the true spirit of Masonry.”

Good and true!
We copy again, arid concur :

“ It is our opinion now, always has been, and always will be, that the report of
the committee on foreign correspondence is the same as the report of any other
special or standing committee, and should be dealt with in the same manner.
It should not only be read in the Grand Chapter, but it should be discussed,
and if any opinion is expressed by the committee upon any subject touching
the welfare of Capitular Masonry, it should be well considered, and a formal
expression given by the companions assembled.

The opinions and decisions of G. H. Priest arc generally referred to commit-
tee on jurisprudence, and their report either affirming them or dissenting there-
from, is adopted by the companions. These reports in a majority of cases, are
the result of careful thought and great labor, and are prepared as a general
rule by the most experienced members of the Craft. We can refer to many,
very many, throughout the jurisdictions of the United States, whose opinions,
as expressed in these reports, are held in high estimation. They should never
be suffered to go forth without the expressed sanction and approval of the
Grand Chapter.”

Companions Bayley and Earhart were re-elected to their several offices.

Most Excellent Companion Charles C. Kiefer, Grand High Priest, opened in
Ample Form the Fifty-Sixth annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter, on
ist October, 1872.

Companion Kiefer says:

“Companions: For the fourth and last time, | address you as your presiding
officer. Preserved by Power Divine, our gratitude is due to Him who doeth
all things well, and under whose watchful care, we are again assembled in Grand
Council. There is a tinge of sadness in my mind, as | address these words to
you, from a consciousness that | have so poorly discharged the duties assigned.
If | have been a cause of stumbling to any of you during the past four
years, | trust you will charge it to my head and not to my heart. 1 have
always meant to do right, and as | now retire to the private ranks, I shall
carry with me the memory of your kindness and forbearance, in helping me
in the duties of the position you assigned me."

Companion J. Kelly O'Neall was made Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion J. Xesbitt continued Grand Secretary.
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There are on the roll Chapters Chartered 109; Chapters U. D. 9; No. of
Members 7647 ; No. Exalted 701.

Companion O’'Neall made the report on Correspondence, in which he cour-
teously reviews Alabama. Of ourself he says :

Companion P. J. Pillans again presented the report on foreign correspond-
ence, reviewing the proceedings of twenty-seven Grand Chapters, among which
is Ohio for 1870. He finds his name as given in our own and several other re-
ports so different from that to which he is accustomed, that he is in doubt
whether the reports reviewed were written by himself or “that other fellow.”
The committees OL1 correspondence, however, have found no difficulty in recog-
nizing and greeting with pleasure his candid and judicious reports, and until
the “other fellow” can produce a report of at least equal merit, we hope that
our excellent Companion, whether he be recognized by his own or a “fancy
name,” will continue in the discharge of the correspondent’s duties.

PENNSYLVANIA

The usual quarterly Convocations of this Grand Chapter were held, and the
Annual Convocation on 27th December, 1872. At one of the quarterly Com-
munications it was

Resolved, That the incorporation of all Chapters and bodies subordinate to
this Grand Chapter be and the same is hereby forbidden, and notice of this
resolution shall be sent to each Chapter and Mark Lodge.

At another resolutions greeting the new Grand Chapter of West Virginia
were passed.

The Annual Grand Communication was presided over bv Companion Chas.
E. Meyer, Most Excellent Grand High Priest.

We copy another letter from Companion W. J. Hughan on the “Past
Master” for information.
Truro,England, October 1. 1872.
My Dear Friend and M. E. Grand High Priest :

I am anxious to write you re, the Past Master’s Degree, according to promise
made by me last year, and desirous of doing so before your next annual
meeting.

As a fact, however, 1 have found it a most difficult subject to write about, as
so little is discoverable of its early history.

When the Degree first took its rise | know not as yet, but am continuing mv
researches, and may yet be able to elucidate the point. | might write a great
deal on the subject, but cui bono? A deal would be purely apochryphal, and
so, it is better left unsaid than written.

It seems to have been the custom (in fact was) of the “Grand Lodge accord-
ing to the old Constitutions” (called the "Ancients") to confer the Past Mas-
ter's Degree in a Craft Lodge to candidates for Royal Arch Masonry. No
separate Chapters or warrants were required to work the Royal Arch Degree
under the “ Ancients,” and it seems to me most probable that the “ Installation
Ceremony ” originated with that Body ; at least became prominent, and a sepa-
rate Degree under their management. If so, it isno older than, say about 120
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years. The Grand Lodge of the “Ancients” was not actually formed, and
no regular Records kept, until after A. D. 1750. The minutes still exist, and
commence A. ). 1752. The Grand Lodge of England is the custodian
thereof.

Whether the regular Grand Lodge, or in other words, the Grand Lodge
which was formed A. D. 1717, had a knowledge of the DEGREE so early as
7750, 1cannot yet say positively, although there does appear evidence that a
ceremony of some sort was observed at the installation of a Worshipful Mas-
ter of a Lodge. In the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of England, published
A. D. 1738, there is an engraving of the “47th Problem of Euclid,” which is
the Jewel of the Past Master’s Degree.

Under the “Moderns" (so called, or the Grand Lodge of 1717) separate war-
rants were required to work the “Royal Arch," as that Degree was not actually
recognized until the “ Union of 1813." (It virtually was, however, as the lead-
ing members of Grand Lodge, from the Grand Master downwards, were the
officers of the Grand Chapter.) Their first Royal Arch Constitution was pub-
lished A. D. 1778, and second edition, 1782, both of which 1have. The use of
substitutes, or any law requiring a certain number to be exalted, was unknown.
Since the “Union of A. D. 1813,” the Past Master’s Degree has been confined
to the elected Master of a Lodge, and to such alone. Hence all Past Masters
in England, have actually served the office of Master of a Lodge for a period of
twelve months. The only prerequisite, masonically, for Royal Arch Masonry,
being twelve months a member of the Third Degree. Until recently, in Scot-
land, the system of Capitular Freemasonry prevailing in the United States was
adopted, but at the Grand Lodge held the 5th February last, it was decided to
return to the old English system, and hence the Grand Chapter of Scotland has
retired from the control of the Past Master's Degree, and left it entirely in the
hands of the Grand Lodge.

The following are the terms of the agreement :

1. That the Grand Lodge shall recognize a Ceremonial or Degree to be
conferred on Masters of Lodges on their taking the Chair of a Lodge similar
to that conferred in England and Ireland.

2. That a register shall be kept by the Grand Clerk of Installed Masters,
and he shall record the name of every Installed Master therein, and furnish a
diploma upon a certificate being sent, signed by three recorded Installed Mas-
ters, that the Ceremonial or Degree has been duly conferred. The fee for reg-
istration and diploma to be 2s. 6d.

3. That this Ceremonial or Degree shall under no circumstances whatever
be conferred Ol any one except the actual Master of a Lodge, or one who pro-
duces a certificate from the Lodge that he has occupied a chair as duly elected
Master.

4. That with the view of carrying out these resolutions, three or more Mas-
ters of Lodges or Past Masters, to be selecetd by the Grand Lodge, shall pro-
cure themselves duly installed by three or more English or Irish Installed Mas-
ters, and shall thereupon adjust the Ritual to be used in future.

5. That thereafter the said Installed Masters shall duly install three or more
Past Masters in the cities of Glasgow, Aberdeen, Dundee, Perth, See, and in
any of the larger towns, the Brethren in which may desire it.

6. That the Ceremonial or Degree shall only be conferred when three or
more Installed Masters are present, and any Lodge having that number of In-
stalled Masters present at a meeting may confer the Ceremonial or Degree upon
its Master ;—but in the event of any Lodge not having a sufficient number of
Installed Masters, it shall be competent to the Master of that Lodge to procure
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himself duly installed at any Lodge having three Installed Masters, provided he
produce evidence to the satisfaction of these Installed Masleis that he is a
bona fide Master of a Lodge.

In Ireland, the Past Master's Degree is also confined (or supposed to be) to
the Masters elect of Craft Lodges, and a ceremony of some sort is worked, as
in England, and as it is to be now in Scotland. The ceremony itself is most
interesting and rather lengthy. The charges to the officers are valuable if only
followed as they should be, and altogether an installation according to the En-
glish Ritual is most imposing.

In Ireland there is much irregularity as to the installation ceremony, but the
three countries now agree in having a distinct ceremony or degree, for the
Worshipful Master elect of a Craft Lodge, and more correctly speaking, it
should be termed the Installation Master's Degree, rather than the Past
Master’s.

With every respect and good wishes to you, Most Excellent Grand High
Priest, and the Supreme Grand Chapter,

Believe me, fraternally and faithfully yours,
W illiam James Hugiian.

Companion William j. Kelly made the report on correspondence, who in-
troduces himself gracefully thus :

Making our bow on this our first appearance before our Companions, we do
so with all the more confidence, because we generally find a kind fraternal
spirit pervading the whole corps reportorial. In the very few instances which
are exceptional, we think it the duty of all to admonish the erring Companions
kindly, but sufficiently forcible to make harshness unpopular ; for while we per-
sonally believe in the widest scope of criticism, we do not think it either credit-
able to our intelligence as men, honorable to our Order as being governed by
the broad principles of Charity, or desirable to the unification of our different
Grand Jurisdictions, lo have harsh, unbecoming and unkind sentiments ex
pressed where apparently we cannot agree upon some point of law or custom

Of Companion Mason, of District of Columbia, in a manner peculiar to him-
self, which we hope we may not be tempted to imitate. Companion Mason is
unquestionably one of the thinkers of the age, and expresses his views clearly,
forcibly and accurately, whenever commenting upon any point of Masonic law
or usage ; but there seems to be a crank in his head that every once in a while
gives him a sudden twinge, when, lo ! his manner changes into coarseness, un-
mixed with any of the intellect or refinement of the gentleman. His course, we
think, is much to be regretted and condemned, for while the corps of reporters
generally are severe when a good opportunity offers, yet they are always fair
and just, and they never lose sight of the fact that they are speaking of Com-
panions and brethren, and that their audience is composed of material whose
duty it is to regret the actions of an erring brother. We propose to clip from
some of the most intelligent reports their opinion of Companion Mason’s
course, not in anger, but because we hope it may cause him to reflect over the
past, and in that respect reform the future, that we may have all the good that
he is capable of, without those objectionable features which are so unworthy of

- SOUTH CAROLINA

Most Excellent Companion James A. Hoyt, Grand High Priest, presided
over the annual Grand Convocation of the M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chaj -
ter of this State, held on the nth May, 1873, at which there were represen-
tatives from twenty-five Chapters.
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The Grand High Priest, after paying proper homage to the God of our
lathers, speaks of the Craft as being in a prosperous condition, harmoni-
ously and zealously working to increase the happiness of the companions.
Old fires have been relit upon disused altars. He regrets that returns arc
made so late as to preclude the possibility of embodying the condition of
the Craft in the annual address, and recommends the districting of the
State, and requiring the Grand Officers to make official visitations. This we
have previously stated, we believed would be productive of great good to
us in this jurisdiction. He also recommends a modification of the rule
which requires the applicant for the degrees to be a perfect man.

Below we give a portion of the report of the committee to whom was re-
ferred the address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest.

report:

Your Committee are gratified to learn, from the address under consideration,
that the Chapters throughout this jurisdiction arc blessed with prosperity and
health : That nothing of an unpleasant nature in the Masonic relations of this
Grand Body has arisen to disturb its harmony, but under the protection and
blessing of the God of our fathers, we have passed another year in peace at
home, and in fraternal concord with the Masonic world.

The monitory words of our M. E. Grand High Priest, reminding us of our
dependence upon God, and ofour duty to render to Him the incense of grateful
hearts, should be thoughtfully considered and practically observed.

Well would itbe for Masonry, if herchildren fully realized the truth, that in
her mystic symbols there is a spirit as well as a form. Beautiful and sublime
as arc her rites and ceremonies, these rites have no beauty, and these ceremo-
nies no sublimity, compared to the loveliness of the spirit which they enshrine.
The great Temple, in the construction of which Masonry first assumed body
and regularity, was but a symbol of that Spiritual Temple, which we are called
upon to erect, for the glory of God and the happiness of man. As Solomon
called together the workmen to construct the house of the Lord, so God calls
upon us, not only to build this Spriritual Temple, but to bring therein our offer-
ings of silver and gold, to fill His tabernacle with incense, and to make it vocal
with His praise.

Let us ever be mindful of this solemn duty, and, linked by an indissoluble
bond, let every word and act of our lives be conformed to the law of love,
which alone can bring peace and hope to the human heart.

In reference to that portion of the Address which considers the physical
qualifications of applicants for the Capitular Degrees, your Committee have
been led to the inquiry, whether the subject considered isone which involves an
ancient landmark, or is one of those general questions which is open to the or-
dinary regulations of Masonic policy. As a question of Masonic law, vour
Committee do not believe that the rule now in force can be considered as an
ancient and essential landmark, which is to be construed as forever immutable.
On the contrary, they consider it a question of Masonic polity, which may be
properly modified by competent Masonic authority. Your Committee there-
fore, recommend the following as a substitute for Section 2, Chapter XX., of
the Constitution :

"A Master Mason who has become maimed in person, is not thereby abso-
lutely disqualified from receiving the Capitular Degrees ; but, when the degree
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of injury or maiming is minutely and accurately reported to the M. E. Grand
High Priest by the High Priest ot the Subordinate Chapter, if, in the judgment
ofthe M. E. Grand High Priest, the injury or maiming does not essentially dis-
qualify the applicant from conforming to the ceremonies and requirements of
the Chapter, he may by dispensation authorize the Subordinate Chapter to re-
ceive the petition of the applicant.”

Number of Chapters 27 ; No. of Members 911 ; No. Exalted no.

Companion James Biinie was made Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and
Companion Myer B. Moses Grand Secretary.

Companion Smythc made the report on correspondence, reviewing the pro-
ceedings of thirty Grand Chapters including Alabama. The financial condition
of the Grand Chapter is urged by him for “"short rations,” though his happy
style induces regret that he should have felt so constrained.

TENNESSEE.

The Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on 6th November,
1872, presided over by M. E. A. J. Wheeler, Grand High Priest, there being
representatives from seventv-five Chapters present.

The Grand High Priest thus practically opens his address :

As the representatives of four thousand Companions in this State, you have
again assembled in Annual Convocation to review the transactions of the past
year, hold social and pleasant communion with each other, and if need be,
make laws for future government. When | review the proceedings of this
Grand Body for past years, and note the amount of business that was trans-
acted necessary for the prosperity and peace of our Order, the question arises,
would it not be a great saving of expense, and' as beneficial to our Order, to
extend our convocations to biennial instead of annual sessions? Considering
the saving of from one to three thousand dollars every year, the small amount
of business necessary to transact for our continued prosperity, that returns
could be required as regularly and promptly from subordinates as now, that
should the dues from subordinate chapters not be reduced, the surplus funds
of this Grand Body could be expended to much greater advantage than by pay-
ing yearly representations and other expenses connected therewith. All things
considered, 1 must Submit, that if annual convocations arc necessary, it must
be justified 011 the ground that social entertainment is the main object of yearly
meetings. As all the teachings of masonry are practical, | deem this a practi-
cal question for your consideration, and respectfully recommend that such ac-
tion may be taken as may look to the amendment of the Constitution of the
General Grand Chapter on this point.

He desires to know if Grand Representatives cannot be made useful as well
as ornamental as follows :

It may not be inappropriate here to make some remarks on the system of
Grand Representation. The system as now conducted appears to be simply a
social exchange of empty honors ; an interchange of civilities between Grand
Bodies that prescribes no duties, nor grants no powers; dummies marked with
the names of the various grand jurisdictions that have appointed them. Could
not the system be used for some good and practical purpose ? Could
not these representatives be required to make themselves familiar with the his-
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torv, rules regulations, and ritual of the grand jurisdiction they represent, and
give us yearly a synopsis of the same in so far as they differed from our own ?
Could they not be made as ministers in charge of foreign affairs, and give pass-
ports as it were to Companions that come from other jurisdictions to visit us,
more especially if asking charities or privileges ? Coulcl they not be used as a
means of better safeguard to our Order, and of improving our intellectual and
Masonic standing; as now | submit to you the question, arc they of any benefit
to the craft?

Number of Chapters 91 ; Members 4211; Exaltations 296.

Companion John W. Paxton was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion John Frizzell was elected Grand Secretary.

Companion George S. Blackic gave, as usual, an admirable report Ol cor-
respondence.

TEXAS.

T he proceedings of the Convocation of this Grand Chapter held on 10th June,
1872, are before us. Companion J. B. Jones, Most Excellent Grand High
Priest, in his address displays great business tact, and from it we learn that
though there be some causes for regret, yet on the whole, Capitular Masonry is
growing, and increasing in harmony and prosperity in that jurisdiction. The
address refers to matters of local interest only, and the legislation of the Grand
Chapter is of the same tenor. We find that the Council degrees arc here con-
ferred by the Council of the several Chapters, but not as in Virginia before the
Royal Arch, but afterwards, and they seem not to be a partof the Chapter work
though conferred by the same officers.

We have no report on correspondence. This we much regret for We think
we learn as much of the lone of the Companions and habits of thought, through
this medium as we do from the proceedings of the Grand Chapter itself.

Companion Norton Moses was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion Robert Brewster was elected Grand Secretary.
Number of Members 3268 ; Exaltations 392.

VERMONT.

T his Grand Chapter was opened in ample form by E. John W. Clark, 1). G.
H. P., 011 the 13th June, 1873, with representatives from all but two of the sub-
ordinates, twenty-three being present, including one U. D.

The D. G. H. P. delivered a very short address, having been notified very
late that the M. E. G. IT. Priest, E. A. Jewett, would not be in attendance,
though assigning no reason for his absence.

We copy from this address the opening clauses, as follows:

We have assembled again after the lapse of twelvfc short months of joy anti
sorrow, smiles and tears, pleasure and pain, to offer up our heart-felt thanks to



96 AFPKMUX. [1873.

the Supreme. Giand Architect of the Universe, that His mercy, which endureth
forever, has spared us the sorrow, the grief, and the death, which has been the
lot of so many ; that His mercy has permitted us to come together around our
Sacred Altar in this beautiful city and quiet retreat, to exchange greetings; to
grasp warm hands in friendship and brotherly love ; to review the labors of our
subordinate organizations ; to render an account of our proceedings for the past
year ; lo devise means whereby the errors of the past may be mended so that
the least possible evil may come, and avoid in the future the things which the
light of reason and experience has shown us were not approved by the Grand
Overseer who never slumbers nor sleeps, and who knows us and our works
which do foilow us ; who has given us to know that by our acts, and not our
professions, we shall be judged ; that by our acts we shall be known; that if
our ways please the Lord, He will make even our enemies to be at peace
with us. Also, to legislate for the best interests of the Craft in our juris-
diction.

My companions—virtue, modesty, truth, justice, temperance, love, these
tilings we know" are the things which make (when practiced, not professed alone,)
for our eternal peace and present best good.

Let ui, then companions, so follow in our daily walk these things, stand-
ards of our high calling, that we may become as a city set upon a hill, shedding
its light afar off. Faithfully following these standards, life, progress and glory
will be awarded to our beloved institution ; turning our walk from our profes-
sions, disaster, shame and death will surely be allotted to us and our institution.
Let us, then, companions, turn our eyes inward, and see if "Holiness to the
Lord” is inscribed upon our hearts.

In my official capacity as Deputy G. H. I\ | have not been called upon du-
ring the year up to this hour of our convocation to perform any duties. | have
been informed that the M. E. (if. High Priest would not be present at this con-
vocation, to give us the light of his knowledge garnered during the year.

The complaint of one George Simpson against the action of a chapter and
the decree of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest Jewett was referred to the
committee on grievances, who reported thereon. And as the report explains
the whole matter we copy entire.

"Your committee, to whom was referred the appeal of George Simpson, re-
spectfully report:

That 011 the day following the,regular convocation of Burlington chapter in
November, 1871, said Simpson made a petition for the Chapter Degrees, and
left it in the hands of the M. E. H. Priest, who, after consulting with compan-
ion Brinsmaid, Scribe, appointed an investigating committee of three, Ol the
same day, and directed the secretary to enter it on the records as if received at
the previous regular convocation. The record was made. The committee, in
December, 1871, reported favorably. The ballots were spread and declared
clear. At the January convocation the degree of M. M. and P. M. was con-
firrcd Ol1 the said Simpson. Subsequently the M. E. G. Il. P. of this Grand
Chapter, upon complaint being made to him, ordered the H. Priest to stay the
conferring of further degrees upon him, because the proceedings were irreg-
ular.

Your committee consider the action of the H. P., in receiving and referring
the. petition, and the action of the chapter thereon, erroneous, and that the de-
grees thus conferred were irregular, and that said Simpson should not hold in-
tercourse with the brethren upon those degrees,until he shall be healed. All
action afterwards taken by said chapter with said Simpson your committee
consider void.
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Your committee would respectfully recommend that this Grand Chapter at
this session take such action as shall heal the said Simpson and restore him to
the full masonic privilege as a.M. M. M. and P, M. M.

Your committee would further recommend that this Grand Chapter so far
censure Burlington chapter as shall tend to prohibit a repetition of any further
such irregularities.

All of which is respectfully submitted,
S. BROOKS, )yn "
J. B. DEARBORN, J Committee.

Whereupon Brother Simpson was healed and the edict of the Most Excel-
lent Grand High Priest, E. A. Jewett, repealed by resolution of the Grand
Chapter.

Companion John W. Clark was elected Most E. Grand High Priest, and
Companion W. H. S. Whitcombe was elected Grand Secretary.

Number of chapters 25; number of members 1744; number exalted 98,

Although the report of committee Oll correspondence/ was said to be
nearly ready and was voted to be accepted, and published with the pro-
ceedings, yet we find a note from the Grand Secretary stating that he was
obliged to send out the proceedings without it, because it had not been
furnished. To prevent future accident the Grand Chapter ordered that
hereafter the report be printed before the annual convocation.

VIRGINIA.

We have the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Virginia for the Con-
vocation held on 12th December, 1872, before us. Over its deliberations
the Most Excellent Robert E. Withers, Grand High Priest, presided, there
being thirty chapters represented.

The address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest furnishes an excel-
lent model for its conciseness and pertinency. Nothing is brought forward
but business, no bunkum.

It was resolved “That any companion has the right to object to the ad-
vancement of a candidate at any time but the objection shall be submitted
to the council who shall determine, to its efficiency.”

Companion Dove, Grand Secretary, made the report on correspondence,
reviewing forty-one pamphlets in a truly admirable style, chary in comments
but liberal in extracts. This we take it is what companions want, a full
view of other jurisdictions ; at least those who read these reports.

The committee has thus completed its labors in reviewing the proceedings
which have come to hand, and now bring the work up for your inspection,
hoping that you may find something that will interest and much that will
improve. Everywhere we see the Craft harmonious— everywhere zealous and
progressive, and if we may judge from«thc addresses of the Most Excellent
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Grand High Priest, everywhere impressing upon the members the beauty of
Godliness and the necessity of “Holiness to the. Lord." Many have fallen
by the wayside and praises have been chanted to their memory but the
Craft grows in numbers and we sincerely hope in the beauty of devotion.
Respectfully submitted,
P. J. PILLANS,
For the Committee.



Names and Numbers of Chapters,

With the number of members, amount- of dues paid to the Grand Chapter, and
the number of those advanced, presided, received and acknowledged, exalted,
affiliated, rejected, and dimittcd, since last return.
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11 PheniX....n 37 e
12 Marion.. . 47 35 25
*7 Wetumpka . . . . 20 15 09 I 2
19 Mount Moriah . . .. 3o | |
20 Livingston........... 2Q 21 75 2
21 Mobile . . . . 77 5775 4 8 8 8
22 Montgomery . . . . s3 43 50 2 3 3 1 2
23 . 38 28 50
x4 Eufaula....einnn. -3 16 50
§§ Courtland . 44 25
Saint Johns..................... 67 50 5 10 10 10 10 1 y
3° James Penn.. 63 50 00 1
32 Fulton . . . . 13
35 fames L. Daniel... 14 10 50
g6 Pickensville... 19 14 25
37 Concord ... 22 16 50 6 6 6 6 3
4o Camden. 30 2250 2 2 0 2
43 Tuskegee 23 0 6 6 6 2
44 Cho_ctaw 30 22 50 4 4 s 6 1
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55 Suggsville 28
57 Lebanon 40 !
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65 Russell... 24 18 00
66 s3 3975 & 6 6 9
67 12 Qoo O (0]
69 21 10 15
70 Choctaw Corner... 13

71 Landmark 4 3000 5 5 6 6
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NAMES AND NUMBERS OP CHAPTERS—CONTINUED.

X

Names of Chapters.

Midway .

Elyton .

Danville .
Loachapoka
Jefferson .
Carrollton .
Gaston . .

Moulton .
Somerville .
jGreenville

George 1). Norris .
Notasulga
Columbus.. .
Daniel Pratt .. ..

Thomas M. Braggm..
Rock Mills . . . .
Mineral City .

25
15

14
17

19
17
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25
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16
14
12
16
22
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00
50j
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AT BEST.

Samuel Coltart, June 17 . . .
Andrew Tannook, July 15 .
Stephen H. Murphy, June 28 ..
Thomas A. Johnston, Nov. 16,1872
James Branch, Nov. 8, 1872 .
William H. .Sadler, Nov. 18, 1872
Thomas Christian, Jan. 18 . .
Thomas .S. Merriman, May 12 .
Samuel Wolff, Sept. 2 . .
Micah Taul, Feb. 13
Daniel H. Savage, Aug.
Putnam Larkins, Oct. 3. .
George Il. B. Mathews, Oct 23
William Y. Hendrick, May 24 .
Milton H. Sheater, Sept. 18 .
Thomas T. Gamble, Aug. 2.
Jamas E. Barnett, Jan. 10 .
Nathaniel Hood, May 18 .
William A. Cochran, Feb. 1
Franklin L. Milhous, July i]
Frank Y. Gaines, Jan. 26 . .
William A. Morris, Jan. 31 .
W. W. McGowin
Thomas J. Nichols.. .
William A. Odom, Sept .
Grandison Galloway, Aug. 5
Benjamin F. Gibson, Feb. 2
James S. Conway, Jan. 28 .
John McCreless, Feb. 12 . .
Solomon W. Portis,
George S. Houston, Dec. 13, 1872
Wilson Jowers, July 7 ..

Gilbert T. Deason, March 13 .
William M. Nabors, July 9.
James T. Gardner, March 20
Philip H. Lundy
William M cLain

Dec. 9, 1872 .

[i.viﬁgston...

—v =,

Mobile “

Montgomery.......cccooeeeiiiniciee *

Talladega...cocoevininieniiciecne “
Eufaula
Courtland.
Saint John’s .
James Penn..

Fulton “

ChOCtaAW ..o “

»
c
«
«
w
<
o
=

Farriervillc..
Lower Peach Tree

\%

Choctaw Corner “

| Elyton “
| Carrollton......ccoevvvviiiiiiicie “
- Greenville “

[1873,

20

21

22

23
24
25
28
30

32

55

64
65
66
67
69

70

76
84
90
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SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES.

Eunomia, No. 5—William D. Humphrey, Moses Miller, James J. Yen-
able, George W. Smith, Gross H. Scruggs, William S. Kerr, Bartley M.
Lowe, John H. Reedy, William W. Darwin, Leroy IT. Seruggs, Samuel IT.
Moore, IT. E. Willard, James K. Legg, William Fagan, Robert L. ITolin-
quist, John J. Fackler.

Clinton, Xo. 9.— Robert A. Wilson.

W etumpka, Xo. 17.— McKinney Thomas.

Mount Moriaii, Xo. 19.—John Frankcll, Benjamin F. Gordon, Charles
Hays, William R. Hardaway, James W. Miller, Sidney P. Steele, Willis
Wills, Robert H. Williams, Robert Caskey, Samuel IT. Ferguson.

Livingston, Xo. 20— William D. Battle Sr., Joseph C. McGowan, Jno.
D. Mclnnis.

Montgomery, No. 22.—James R. Stewart, Frank M. Hereford.

Talladega, No. 23.—William W. Huston, Alonzo Montgomery, James
W. Riley, John X. Wills, Gordan Mynatt, Benton W. Groce.

EUFAULA, Xo. 24.—Thomas Cargile, Henry W. Baker, Henry Thomas,
Jacob Lorch, John F. Kehoe, Seaborn J. Cummings, Hardy W. B. Price, Jas.
W. Young, Eli S. Shorter.

St. John's, No. 28— Nathaniel R. Chamblis, John McGrath, George W.
Morris, Henry G. Xoble, Richard X. Oakman jr., William K. Payne, Wil-
liam A. Rogers, Richard .S. Steadman, Charles IT. Stephens, John J. Thomp-
son, James P. Milton, John J. Elliott, John M. Haney, William Johnson,
Jeremiah Johnson.

James L. Daniel, Xo. 35.— Reuben Y. Langston, Andrew J. Coleman,
Thomas J. Dismukc, David W. Johnston, Andrew J. Gordy, John Curry,
Henry M. Vann, Dennis Paschal.

Pickensville, X0. 36.— Robert m. Xoland, William IT. Herron, Albert
T. ITcnly, Jesse Peeples.

Concord, No. 37,— Lewis Schuesler James T, Brooks, James M. Mc-
Xamecc, William A. Whitlow, William B. Brooks, Bird IT. Ford, John Plu-
guly, Thomas C. Garlinglon, Charles Hucklcy, Eliot IT. Muse, Leroy L.
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TeBow, Robert J. Kellutn, William M. Robinson, Vincent Dallas, Joseph
B. McDonald, George W. Allen, John F. Carter, Charles Johnston, Junius
P. Oliver, McClelland Rocheford, John 'T. Shepard.

Camden, No. 40.—Samuel G. Cochran, Reginald 11. Dawson, William
G. Fail, George S. Gullctt, John A. C. Horn, Neil McArthur.

Ciioctaw, No. 44— Andrew O. DuBose, Benjamin Terry, Robert S.
Wharton, David W. Brock, William P. Evans, Jesse Wright, Thomas Bon-
ner, John Russell, Charles W. Moody, John T. Wilson.

Tyrian, No. 54.— Henry Urquhart.

Lebanon, No. 57.—James Penn, Lewis P. Ward.

Rockford, No. 62—John R. Slceley, James Vansandt, A. J. Vansaridt,
James W. Perkins, James D. Wall, Joel W. McClendon, Andrew J. Grooms,
Joseph Dewpriest.

Cilayton, No. 63.— George c. Reynolds, council Bush, Thomas J. Greg-
ory. Hart Collins, Bcthune B. McKinzy, S. Brown Bush, Jerc N. Williams,
Richard Williams, W. J. Peacock, John Davis, James 1,. Cruthers, A. A.
McLean, Richard C. Reynolds.

Alabama, No. 66,— John B. Williams jr., George K. Bennett.

Farriorville, No. 67.— Thomas J. Williams, Christopher C. Kindred.

Landmark, No. 71.—William T. McCall, John C. Jolly.

Midway, No. 72— Robert D. Thornton, John C. Ray, Ferdinand P.
Finney, Green B. Turner, William B. Hall, William Il. Thomas, Matthew
W. Hall, William A. Mallory, Robert Il. King, William A. O’'Hara,

Elyton, No. 76.—Wiley Russell.

Danville, No. 78.— David Gibson, Thomas B. Nesmith, John A. Baty.

LOACHAI'OKA, No. So.— W. S. J. Lampkin, Martin W. Smith, W. W.
Peel, W. C. Quillen.

Jefferson, No. 8l.—James T. Jones, Albert A. Breton, William F. Glo-
ver, Robert A. Morgan.

GASTON, No. 85.—William Y. Peteet, Needham W. Cannady, William H.
Evington, Nat. A. Gilmore, John W. Taylor.

Notasulga, No. 92—John McLaren, Thomas D. Riley, Joseph H.
Norton.

Columbus, No. 93.-—S. F. Fain, A. Outlaw, George Deal, D. Carmichael
jr., M. B. Hargroves.
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TuskalOOS.a, No. i ,—John Purcell.

Montgomery. No. 22,—Coleman B. Ferrell,

EVFAULA, No. 24.--Frederick I.. Robertson,

SAINT JOHN S No. 28.— Augustus (j. Thompson, John M. Tillman.

James Penn, No. jo .— George M. MoCurry.

Camden, No. 40— James P. Fairley, Joseph B. Holloman, Green p.

Spurlin.
Choctaw, No. 44— Walter D. Campbell.

CLAYTON, No. 63.—William M. Russell.
FARRIORVIL.I.E, No. 67.— John M. lLinlon.

Danville, No. 78.—William Brown, John Dulton, James !.. Britain, Hen-
ry L. Cowan, Robert E. C. Puckett.

Loaciiapoka, No. 80.—John B. Ross.
Moulton, No. 87.— Thomas M. Peters.

EXPELLED.

Thomas J. Coleman . . Carrollton No. 84



108 AVIMCNPLX 11878,
1573,

RECAPITULATION.

Chapters that were represented........cccccevvvcvneenens 37
Members reported at this Convocation .. 1691
Dues received at this ConvoCatioN......cccoiviiiiiiiciic e $1,085 65

WORK OF THE YEAR.

Advanced 101
Presided ... s 105
Received and Acknowledged......cccooeiiviiiiiienciniieees 108
Exalted . 112
Affiliated .. 20
Rejected....cccovvrviirnicninnnnn 7
DiMITEEO . 80

Suspended for non-payment of dues

Reinstated 19
STATE OF THE CHAPTERS.

Chapters square upon the DOOKS ...t 38

Chapters deliNQUENT e 27

Charters forfeited. ... 37

Whole number at the end of the year ..o 102



.1878.J AI'IMCNDIX. 109

Notice to Subordinate Chapters*

Officers of Subordinate Chapters, and especially High Priests and Secreta-
ries, are requested to take particular notice of the following:

“Any Chapter under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter failing to assem-
ble once in any year, (at hast once in any year, is the meaning,) Ol*being repre-
sented in this Grand Chapter for three years successively, or fail for two succes-
sive years to make their returns, and pay the dues required by the third section
of this article, the charter of such chapter shall be forfeited.”— (See Section 2,
Article 111, of the By-Laws of the Grand Chapter.)

DELINQUENT CHAPTERS FOR 1873

DELINQUENT IN REPRESENTATION.

Tuscaloosa.

Pickensville.

B T et .Concord.

“43 o o .. Tuskegee.
Columbus.

No. 6 P T OO P PRSP O P OPUPRPPPPON Cyrus
L0 Mt. Moriah.
e 2 D Courtland.
it 26 Union
it 2T e s Dayton
H B0 . . James Penn.
e B 2 e s Fulton.

Hiin B Hermon.
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( DELIXQI'KNT IN RKI'RESKNTATIOX AM* 1)l ES—CONTINUED.)

No* 55 e S e Suggsville,
L PPN Lebanon.
B9 L. P. Tree.
T 0 et Choc. Corner
T 2 b Midway
T B i Elyton
T'9 e Hillabee,
S OO PPURPPR Jefferson,
B 3 e et ere e Bell
BB i Coosa
B B ittt Roslin.
D4 e Cowikee,
B 10 L e feete ettt en s Miner’l City.

CIIARTERS FORFKII'KY).

Numbers 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18. 29, 31. 33, 38, 39, 41, 42, 45,
46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 56, 58, 59, 60, 61, 03, 72, 74, 75, 77, 82, 90, 95.
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© W N o oK ON PO

2ol e
D

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

GRAND SECRETARIES AND THEIR ADDRESS.

Alabama.....coviiniiciienne, Daniel Sayre. ... Montgomery.
ArKansas.......ccceeviiiiicicins Luke E. Barber.......cococeu. Little Rock.
California.....ccccooeeeninnne. . Charles L. Wiggin . . . . . San Francisco.
Canada .......cccccocevenenns . . Thomas B. Harris . . . . . Hamilton, Ont.
ConnecticUt......ccceceeven . Hartford.
District of Columbia . Washington.
Delaware........ccouennne . Wilmington.
Florida....cccoovivinicinnns . Tallahassee.
Georgia. e . Macon.
HINOIS. e . Chicago.
Indiana.....coevevenennanne . Indianapolis.
TOW @ . . Muscatine.
Kansas.......ccoeueeee . . . ErasmusT. Carr..........

. Louisville.

Louisiana.. . James C. Batchelor, M. D . . New Orleans.

Maine..

Maryland.. . Baltimore.

Massachusetts.... . Zephaniali H. Thomas Jr. . . Boston.
Michigan . ". ... .. Centreville.
Minnesota........cccceeenee. . . Saint Paul.
MisSSiSSIPPI.cccrirerieeene . . . John L. Power . . . .. .. Jackson.

. . Saint Louis.
Nebraska.......ccoeennnne,
New Hampshire . . . . . . John A. Harris.....c.ccoeee e .. Concord.
New Jersey. ... .. Trenton.
New YOrK. .. . . Buffalo.
North Carolina . . . . .. Wilmington
Nova Scotia . . . . . . .. James GOSSiP.uerrcinenns e . Halifax.
O N0 oo e .. .James Nesbitt.....c.coeun. . . Troy.
Oregon . . . .. . . ., .Richard P. Earhart. . . . . Salem.
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30.
31
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

(GRAND BECUKTAKIK8 AND THBIR ADDRESS—CONTINUED.)

Pennsylvania........iinn. John '"ThomSON .o, Pliila.
Rhode Island.......cccoceeiniiinns George Il. Burnham . . . . . Providence
South Carolina.......cccceeceviinnene, Mycr B. MOSeS....ccocerviiiinn, Sumter.
TEeNNEeSSEL ..o John Frizzell....coooovviiiciinns Nashville.
TEXAS i Robert Brewster.......ccocecevvcnnne Houston.
Vermont William H. S. Whitcomb . . Burlington
Virginia.... ..John Dove, M. D.... ..Richmond
West Virginia.. Odell S. Long. ...Wheeling.
W isconsin ...Berlin.
United Slates . ..o Christopher G. Fox. . . . . Buffalo.
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Councit on High Fmjebib,

Montgomery, December 3, 1873,
The Council of Hilgh Priests for the State of Ala-

bama met at its Hall, in the City of Montgomery, at
8 o’clock, A. M.

PRESENT.
Comp. Nathanael T. LItton c e, President.
Comp. George |). Norris, @as s Vice President.
Comp. Thomas R. Ward, @S .iiiiieiieennieenniie s Chaplain.
Comp. James Milton cooooseieseesseesesessesseseseneseeees Treasurer.
Comp. William W. Harder .o, Recorder.
Comp. James. E. Cobb it Master of C.
Comp. Peleg BrowWn, @S .y coenreneneneneneeeeens Conductor.
Comp. William S F O SteTr it Herald.
Comp. George W, Tayior Steward.

MEMBERS PRESENT.

Companions Morris I\. Taylor, James M. Bridges, Simeon Wal-
ton. William IT. Dingley, William R. Horn, John M. Simpson,
Thomas B. Foster, William E, Beaird, Augustus F. Evans, and
H. Clay Armstrong. _ _

A Council of High Priests was opened in Ample
Form, with solemn and appropriate ceremonies.

The Council proceeded to the election of officers
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for the ensuing year, and the following companions
were duly elected:

Comp. Peleg Brown ot President.
Comp. Thomas 1L W ar d e ovessssssneenn Vice President.
Comp. John N.Browder ..................................................... Chaplain.
Comp. James Milton s Treasurer.
Comp. William W. Harder, N ...eien, Recorder.
Comp. James Ev COMMuirrrvnnsisnnssisenssscssssnnssnns Master of C.
Comp. Henry Clay A rmstrong e Conductor.
Comp. William S.Foster ................................................... Herald.

Comp. George Wi Tayior Steward.

Petitions for the Order of High Priesthood, ac-
companied by the proper and necessary vouchers of
having been elected and installed to “preside over
Chapters. of Royal Arch Masons, and the requisite
contribution, were presented by

Companion John A. Milner, of Mineral City No. 1
Companion Alto Velo Lee, of Clayton No. 68.
Companion Theodore L. Eastburn, of Mobile No. 31.
Companion John J. Dement, of Eunomia No. 5.
Companion James Davidson, of Montgomery No. 33.
Companion Robert L. Seale, of Gaston No. 85.

And were referred to a Committee of three Com-
Pamons, who recommended that they be admitted to
he Order ; and a ballot was accordingly had, and
they were elected.

The applicants (except Companion John J. Dement,
who was absent) were then ‘introduced, set apart,
and consecrated to the Order of High Priesthood in
solemn form.
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A Dispensation was granted to Companions Geo.
D. Norris, Morris K. Taylor, and another, to confer
the Order on Companions John J. Dement and W il-
liam B. Jones ; and also a Dlsgensatlon to Compan-
lons Henry Clay Armstron?, ames E. Cobb, an
Myles J. Greeng, to confer the Order on Companions
Benjamin S. Johnson and William S. Ford.

The minutes were read and approved.

The Council of High Priests was closed in Sol
emu Form until the next Annual Convocation of the
Grand Chapter of the State of Alabama.

WILLIAM W. HARDER,
Recorder.



