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P R O C E E D I N G S .

The M. Ex. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of 
Alabama held its Forty-sixth Annual Grand Convocation 
at the Masonic Hall, in the city of Montgomery, on Tues-
day, the 3d day of December, A. D. 1872, A. L. 5872, Anno 
Inv. 2402.

PRESENT s

H ENRY  CL.VY A R M STR O N G ., ....................................G rand  H igh  P riest.
JA M E S B. L U C K IE ........................................   D epu ty  G. H. F riest.
JA M E S  M. D ED M A N .............................. •>.........................G rand  K ing.
M YLES J . G R E E N E ...............................    G rand  Scribe.
W ILLIA M  H . D IN G L E Y ....................................................G rand  T reasu re r.
D A N IE L  SA Y R E   G rand  Secretary .
M ARTIN G. S L A U G H T E R G rand Chaplain.
JA M E S M ILTON a s G rand 0 . of th e H.
GEOR G E W . TAYLOR a s .................................................G rand P . Sojourner.
W IL L IA M W. M cC O LLU M G rand R . A. C aptain .
W IL L IA M  E. B E A IR D ..........................................   G rand  M. 3 Veil.
B ENJA M IN  F . P O P E ..........................................................G rand  M. 2 Veil.
H O M ER  N. SN EED  a s  G rand  M. 1 Veil.
JA M ES D A V ID SO N  G rand  Sentinel.

PAST GRAND OFFICERS.

DAVID C LO PTO N ..............................................................G rand  H igh P riest.
P E L E G  BRO W N .................................................................. G rand  H igh P rie st
JA M ES M cCALEB W IL E Y ............................................D epu ty  G. H . P rie s t.
R IC H A R D  F . K N O T T .......................................................D ep u ty  G. H. P riest.
JA M E S M, B R U N D ID G E  ........ G rand  K ing.
JA M E S H . JO IN E R  ..................   G rand  K ing.
S T E P H E N  C. W IL L IA M S ................................................G rand  Scribe.
PA L M E R  J . P IL L A N S ....................................................... G rand  Scribe.
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And H igh Priests, Kings, Scribes, and Proxies, from 

Subordinate Chapters, as follows :
No. 1 T uscaloosa........................... Jo h n  M. M a rtin  H . P .

5 E u n o m i a . . . . ......................  S tephen  H . M urphy*..............  “
6  C y ru s .....................................  H en ry  W . S am ple   “

t A ugustus P . E v a n s .................  “
9 C lin to n  1 Brice M. T ow n send ........................ K .

(  M yer G oldsm ith*  .................... S.
ln  , .  ) Jo h n  C. Goodloe* H . P .10 T u scu m b ia ............................j Jo h n A. S teel* .................................K .
. n , ,  . \ George P . L. R e id  H. P.
1 2  M a rlo n ..................................  | Jam es O. B ailey* ............................ K.
17 W etum pka.............................  E d w a rd S . R eady*.......................... S.
19 M ount M o riah  .................. John  W . H ardy*  H . P .
20 L iv in g s to n ...........................  R ob ert D. W ebb*................. “
„ . I.,. . . . ( W illiam S. P o s te r .................... “
21 M oblle.................................... ] Oliver C aldw ell...........................- - -K .

t W alter C. J a e k so n  H . P .
22 M ontgom ery ........................•; Jam es D av idson ................................K .

(M eyer U hlfe ld er...............................S.
( Josep h  H . J o h n s o n  H . P .

23 T allad eg a.............................. -j H enry  H. H am ill* ...........................K .
( j a m e s  H . Jo in e r* .............................S.

I Jam es M iltc n  H. P .
24 E u fau la  ........................... < Zadoe J . D aniel* .............................K .

( George A. R o b e r ts .  .................. S-
26 U n io n ....................................  R obert C h ris tia n  H. P .
27 D ay to n ..................................  C harles C. G arre tt* .................  “
no o • t t v. >„ ( Jam es M. D ed m an ...................  “28 S ain t Jo h n .s ..........................j  W inslow  P . B ecker........................... S.
32 F u l to n .....................................  W illiam  E. B ea ird  H . P .
37 C oncord ................................  W illiam T. B row n*.................. “
40 C am den ..........................

43 T u skegee ........................
54 T y r ia n  ..................

62 R ock fo rd ........................
b3 C lay ton ...........................
64 C en tra l............................
6 6  A labam a..........................
67 F a rrio rv ille ............................ Jo h n
70 C hoctaw  C o rn e r.........
71 L a n d m a rk .....................
77 S m edley   ...............
79 H illab ee ..........................
80 L oach ap o k a ..................

L uckie W . J e n k in s ........ ( (
R obert H. E rv in * ............. ............ K.
Josep h  H. B o n n e r......... ............... S.
Jam es E. C ob b ........................ H. P.
Jo h n  R. G oldthw aite* . .
Joel D . M urphree*........... .............K.
Jo h n  A. S e a rs . . . ........ H . P .
Jo h n  A. S u t tle .................. .............K.
P h ilip  W. J o h n s o n * .. . . . . . H .  P .
W illiam M. M cM ath * ... n
Peleg B ro w n ...................... <<
Jo h n  M cCreless............... 11
H oratio  C. G rayson ........................K.
Jam es M. B rid g es........... . . .  H . P .
Jo h n  H. W eed ................. .............K.
Zacliariah H. W illiam s..____H. P.
M artin  G. S lau g h te r___ u
Myles J .  G re en e ............... it
W iley W. B loodw orth*. . ...........K .

*P ro xios
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“  83 B ell........................................... Jo h n  W . G a rr is o n ............... . .H . P .
“ 84 C arro llton .............................. Lewis M. S to n e ....................... K
“  85 G a s to n .................................... Sim eon W alto n ...................... ii

R odolphus 0 . R an d all*___ H P.
“ 8 6 Coosa........................................ <1 B enjam in F. P ope* ............... K

(1 Joseph  H. F ranc is* _______
Thom as M asterson*..............

S
“ 87 M o ulto n .................................. .H . P.

8 8 R o s lin ...................................... T erry  G. T a r r a n t * . . ......... *
“ 89 Som erville............................... Jo h n  F . T urn ey * ................... <‘
“  92 N otasulga............................... H en ry  Clav A rm stro n g .. . . (*
“ 94 t
“ 96 D aniel P r a t t .......................... Jam es K. H azen .....................

f S tephen C. W illiam s...........
(
.

“  98 O x fo rd .................................... - 1 Toliver P . G w in .....................
( W illiam  F . H iggins* ...........

K.
S

“ 99 T hom as M. B ragg ............... W illiam  A. H u n te r ................ .H . P.
“  1 00 R ock Mills..............................! j George W. T ay lo r..................

) W illiam E. W hite* ................ K
“ 101 M ineral C itv ..........................! j Sam uel H . D ay .......................

j Jo h n  A. M ilner.......................
, .H . P.

K

*Proxies.

The M. Ex. Grand Royal Arch Chapter was opened in 
Ample Form.

Prayer by the II. Ex. and Rex. Grand Chaplain, Com-
panion Martin G. Slaughter.

The M. Ex. Grand High Priest delivered his Annual 
Address, and on motion of Companion Benjamin E. Pope 
it w'as referred to a special committee, consisting of Com-
panions Benjamin E. Pope, Henry H. Hamill, and Winslow  
P. Becker.
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m a t ’s  p m m l

Companions o f  the Grand Chapter :
Life, w ith  its  checkered  scenes, p resen ts  to  m e few occasions of sin- 

cerer p leasure th a n  to m eet you in  A nnual C onvocation. T hu s to  m eet, 
w ith in  these consecrated  walls, ou r ind iv idual life-burdens la id  aside— 
th e  cares an d  p erp lex ities, th e  doubts, an d  fears, a n d  anx ieties w hich we 
are accustom ed to  know  in  ou r daily  experience, p u t aw ay for a tim e, an d  
fu ll exercise given to  th e  h ig her sensa tions of ou r n a tu re , is, indeed, an  
event to be h a iled from afar w ith expectan t th rill, an d seized a t its com -
in g w ith a fu ll sense of th e realization of joy w hich will leave an en d u r-
in g  im press u pon  th e  soul.

Surely  we can  feel, w h ils t h ere  a t least, th a t “  th e  lines  are fallen  u n to  
u s  in  p leasan t p laces," an d  th a t, in  th is  deligh tfu l reun io n , we are n o t 
w itho u t com pensation  fo r w ha t of troub le m ay have been  ours in  th e  
p as t year.

A ssem bled, w ith  u n ite d  h earts , a roun d  our holy  alta r, we will give 
th an k s  to  H im  w hose w atchful eye h as  been over us, a n d  whose gu id ing  
h a n d  h as  conducted  us to  th is  hour.

In  recogn ition  of th is  p ro tec tin g  care, w e ra ise o u r voices in  th an k s-
g iv ing  an d  p raise  ; le t us, as well, invoke h is  co n tin u ed  blessing, th a t 
o u r counsels m ay be conducted  in  w isdom  and  harm ony, an d  te n d  to  th e  
advancem en t of a cause w hose aim  is  only  good to  th e  ch ild ren  of m en.

No m a tte r of difficulty has  been  sub m itted  to  m e d urin g  th e  p as t m a-
sonic year, My official co rrespondence has  b een  lim ited, an d  confined 
to  questions already  se ttled  in  th is  ju risd ic tio n  ; hence I  deem i t  u n n ec-
essary  to  give an  ab s trac t of m y ru lings.

N or has  i t  been  in  m y pow er to  m ake extensive v isita tio n . To th e
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C h ap ters  w ith  w hich i t  was m y priv ilege to  m eet, m y th an k s  are due for 
courtesies received.

H arm on y  and  peace re ign  th ro u g h o u t our borders ; an d  w hilst we con-
g ra tu la te  ourselves, le t us have care th a t our h arm ony  does n o t degen-
erate  in to  indifference, n o r ou r peace in to  apathy.

T h is  w arning  sp ring s from  m y apprec ia tio n  of th e  d ig n ity  an d  im -
p ortan ce  of ou r profession , ra th e r  th an  from  any  in tim atio n  offered to  
m e th a t th e  evils dep recated  are  afflicting us.

O ur m ission  is h igh  an d  holy—one well w orthy  of ceaseless v ig ilance 
an d energy. T he years of our h is to ry th a t are gone are illu s tra te d by
nam es an d  deeds well calculated  to  excite em ula tion , an d  a field for th e  
exercise of m asonic v irtu e  an d  influence is p resen ted  to  us as ex tensive 
an d  in v itin g  as ever app eared  to th e  eyes of ou r illu strio us  p redecessors.

T h e  tim es dem and  regene ra tin g  m oral pow er, w hich  th e  p rin c ip les  o f 
ou r order, w hen exem plified in  th e  lives of its  m em bers, em inen tly  
afford.

T here is work for us all, C om panions. May we so address ourselves to  
i t  th a t each one m ay secure to  h im se lf th e  “ w ell-done” p lau d it of an  
ap p roving  conscience, an d  th e  h ap p y  reflection, in  th e  end, th a t  he h as  
n o t lived in  vain  !

A t your la s t C onvocation a p lan  was p roposed  an d  adopted  looking  to 
a general d issem ination of th e w ork. I fear th a t th e re su lt co n tem -
plated has n o t been a tta in e d to th e ex ten t th a t is desirable. A nd yet, i t
seem s to  m e questionable w heth er such  m odification or change as w ill 
m ore surely  m eet th e  end  in  view, can, a t  th is  tim e, be m ade. D eem ing 
th is  a m atte r of p rim e im portance, I  h av e given i t  m uch  th o u g h t, an d  
m u st confess m y in ab ility  to  solve th e  difficulties su rro u n d in g  it . I  
again  su b m it i t  to  you r wisdom, re fra in in g  from  recom m endation .

A nd  now, C om panions, th e  tim e w ill soon arrive, by  co n stitu tio n a l 
lim ita tio n , w hen you m u st choose a n o th e r to  exercise th e  pow ers an d  
m ee t th e  resp o nsib ilitie s  of th e  office w hich  you have been  p leased  to 
confer u pon  m e for th ree  successive term s.

You have h o n ored m e beyond m y deserts, an d I am n o t w ith o u t g ra te -
fu l ap p recia tion of th e repeated evidences of your confidence.

My efforts have been d irec ted by th e single^ an d sincere purpose to
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serve you  to  th e  ex te n t of m y  ab ility . W hatever dere lic tion  you m ay 
have observed, you w ill judge, I tru s t, w ith th a t ch a rity w hich en d ure th
long  an d  is  k in d .

I  lay aside m y  official robes, b u t n o t m y p urpo se  to  w ork in  th e  voca-
tion  w herein  we are  called.

Y our people sha ll be m y people, you r God m y God, th ro u g h  th e  years 
th a t  rem ain  to  m e on earth .

H. CLAY ARM STRONG,
G rand H igh P rie s t.

The Grand Secretary made his Annual Report, and it  
was received and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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GRAND SECRETARY’S O FFIC E,
M o n t g o m e r y , A l a b a m a , D ecem ber 3, 1872.

To the M . Ex. Grand H igh Priest, Officers, and Members o f  the Grand

C o m p a n io n s —H erew ith  I  beg to sub m it m y an n ua l repo rt, to g eth er 
w ith  th e  accounts an d  vouchers. T he residue of th e  m oney has b een  
paid  over to  th e  G rand  T reasu rer, an d  h is  rece ip t w ill be fo u nd  a tta ch ed  
to  th e  account.

T he m oney for th e  C hap ter Codes w hich have been  sold  has  been  paid  
over to  th e  G rand  T reasu re r, an d  th e re  are now  left in  m y h an d s  th re e  
h u n d red  an d  fifty-eight copies.

Chapter :

F ra terna lly ,
D A N IE L  SAYRE,

G rand S ecretary .
G k a n d  C h a p t e e  o p  A l a b a m a ,

In  account with D A N IE L  S A  Y B E ,
Grand Secretary.

CR.
1871.
D ec. 5. B y G rand  C hapter dues 

“ 26. “  C on ting en t F u n d ___
$1,435 25 

700 00
DISPENSATIONS.

7. “ Shelby  No. 97 ........................
“  8 , “  Oxford No. 98....... ..............

1872.
J a n . 22. “  T hom as M. B ragg No. 99
M ay 2. “  R ock M ills No. 100..........
Ju n e  27. “  M ineral C ity No. 101___

$ 90 00
90 00

90 00 
90 00
90 00— 450 00



CODES.

“  11 copies so ld ............................................. 11 0 0

$2,596 25
D R.

1871.
D ec. 26. To paid  G rand  T re a su re r...............................$1,435 25
1872.

“  for postage s ta m p s   25 00
“  B arre tt & B ro w n .............................  358 00
“  R e n t   150 00

Nov. 28. “ G rand  T re a su re r  .................... 628 00

$2,596 25 $2,596 25
D A N IE L  SA TRE,

G rand  Secretary.
M o n t g o m e r y , A l a ., D ecem ber 3, 1872.
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The Grand Treasurer made his Annual Report, and it 
was received and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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||rand |nntral

" W I L L IA M  H . D I N G L E Y ,  G b a n d  T e e a s u e e e ,

In  account w ith  the M. Me. Grand Chapter o f Alabama. 
1871 D E.

D ecem ber To balance on  h a n d ................................  $ 178 90
D ecem ber 28. “  received from  G rand  S ecre tary . .  .$1,435 25

1872
N ovem ber 28.

1871
D ecem ber 6 .

D ecem ber 9.
D ecem ber 9.
D ecem ber 9.
D ecem ber 9.
D ecem ber 9.
D ecem ber 26.
D ecem ber 26.
D ecem ber 26.
D ecem ber 26.

1870
A ugust 5.

1872
D ecem ber 3.

“  received from  G rand  S e c re ta ry ... 628 00 2,063 25
$2,242 15

CE.
By P. J . P illans, Com m ittee on Corres-

p o n d e n ce ..................................... .......... $ 1 0 0  00
“ J .  H . Joh nson , Com. on W o r k . . . .  60 00
“ M. J . G reene, “  “  . . . .  25 50
“  L. W . Jen k in s , “  “  ___  43 00

Jam es D avidson, G rand S e n tin e l.. 15 00
“ “  “ a p r o n s . . ..............  46 75
“  M rs. Glasscock, r e n t   300 00
“  G rand  S ecretary’s sa la ry ...................  400 00
“  G rand  S ecretary, C o n ting en t F u n d . 400 00 
“ G rand T rea su re r.................................. 100 00

“ repa iring  H a ll    50 00 $1,540 25

“  b a lan ce  ............................................  701 90
$2,242 15 

W IL L IA M  H. DIN G LEY ,
G rand  T reasu re r.

M o n t g o m e r y , D ecem ber 3, 1872.

Companion Palmer J. Pillans, chairman of the Commit-
tee on Foreign Correspondence, presented his report, and 
it was received, and ordered to be spread upon the min-
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utes, and printed with the proceedings, and the resolution 
accompanying it was adopted. (See Appendix.) 

Companion James B. Luckie, Deputy Grand High  
Priest, offered the following resolution, and it was 
adopted:

SM ED LEY  C H A PT E R  NO. 77.

Resolved, T h a t Sm edley C hap ter No. 77 be allowed sixty days in  w hich 
to  m ake its  re tu rn s  an d  pay dues, an d  th a t  C om panion Z achariah  II . 
W illiam s, H igh  P rie s t of said C hapter, be allowed a seat in  th is  G rand  
C h ap te r as R epresen tative of said  Sm edley C hap ter No. 77.

Brother Bichard F. Knott, P. D. G. H. Priest, offered
the following resolution, and it was adopted :

IN  MEMORY OF W IL L IA M  H . SADLER.

W h e k e a s , T he chairm an  of th e  Com m ittee on F ore ign  C orrespond-
ence has feelingly, appro pria te ly , an d  fra te rn a lly  no ticed  th e  death  of 
C om panion W illiam  H. Sadler, P . M. M obile Lodge No. 40, P . H . P . of 
M obile C hap ter No. 21, P . T. 111. of M obile C ouncil No. 12, an d  P . E . C . 
o f M obile C om m andery  No. 2 ; therefore,

Resolved, T h a t a  m em orial tab le t be ap p ro pria te ly  in sc ribed  to h is 
m em ory, an d  given a su itab le  place in  th e  p rin te d  proceed ings of th e  
p re sen t G rand  C hapter.

Companion M yles J. Greene, Grand Scribe, offered the 
following resolution, and it was adopted:

TO R E IN ST A T E  CONCORD C H A PT E R  NO. 37.

Resolved, T h a t C oncord C hap ter No. 37, th e  ch a rte r of w hich  has  been 
forfeited for failure to pay th e an n u a l dues to the G rand C hapter, be an d
th e sam e is hereby re in s ta te d on p ay m en t of all dues up to th e d ate of
su ch  suspension.

Resolved, T h a t th e  C om panions of said  C hap ter be au thorized  to hold  
a n  election  for officers a t th e ir  ea rliest convenience, an d  re p o rt th e  re su lt 
to th e G rand Secretary.

Companion M yles J. Greene, chairman of the Committee 
on Work, made report on the Mark Master’s degree, and 
the report was received and concurred in.

The M. Ex. Grand High Priest announced the following
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STANDING C O M M IT T EE S.

On C h a r t e r e d  C h a p t e b s  No. 1.—L uekie W . Jen k in s , P h ilip  W . J o h n -
son , T erry  G . T arran t.

On C h a r t e r e d  C h a p t e e s  No. 2.—Jo h n  W. G arrison , Jo h n  H. W eed, 
Jo sep h  H . B on n er.

On C h a r t e r e d  C h a p t e r s  No. 3.—W iley W . B loodw orth, W illiam  M . 
M cM ath, Charles C. G arrett.

O n D is p e n s a t io n s . —W illiam  E . B eaird, Jam es  M ilton, A ugustus F . 
E vans.

On F in a n c e .—Jo h n  R . G oldthw aite, Jo h n  W . H ardy , S tephen  W. 
M urphy .

On B y - L a w s, S u s p e n s io n s , E x p u l s io n s , a n d  A p p e a l s .—B enjam in  F .  
P ope, George P . L . B eid, Jam es 0 . Bailey.

On M a so n ic  J u r is p r u d e n c e .—Jam es E . Cobb, Jam es M. D edm an, 
R ob ert D . W ebb.

And then, after prayer by the K. Ex. and Key. Grand 
Chaplain, Companion Martin G. Slaughter, the Grand 
Chapter was called from labor to refreshment until to-
morrow morning at 9 o’clock.
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W ed nesday  M o rning , December 4, 1872.
The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to labor 

at 9 o’clock, the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, H. Clay Arm-
strong, presiding; the other Grand Officers at their several 
stations.

Prayer by the It. Ex. and Rev. Grand Chaplain, Com-
panion Martin G. Slaughter.

The minutes were read and approved.
Companion Myles J. Greene, chairman of the Committee 

on Work, made report on the Past Master’s degree, and
the report was received and concurred in.

R E PR E S E N T A T IV E  OF N EW  YORK AND CALIFORNIA.

Companion Itichard E. Knott, P. D. G. H. Priest, pre-
sented his credentials as the Representative of the Grand 
Chapters of New York and California; and was received 
and welcomed accordingly.

Companion Benjamin E. Pope, chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Grand H igh Priest’s Address, made the fol-
lowing report, and the report was received and concurred in.

R E P O R T  ON GRAND H IG H  P R IE S T ’S ADDRESS.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter o f  Alabama :
T he Com m ittee to whom was referred th e able, learned, an d highly

in te re stin g  address of th e  M. Ex. G rand  H igh  P riest, after a careful pe-
ru sa l of said address, ask leave to repo rt, th a t th e  conferring  of th e  office



o f G rand  H igh P rie s t u pon  our M. Ex. Com panion for th ree  successive 
te rm s has  not, as he in sists  in  h is  address, “  h on ored  h im  beyond  h is 
deserts .”

T he address clearly  shows th a t our M. Ex. G rand  H igh  P rie s t has la -
b ored  assiduously for th e  good of C apitu lar M asonry since th e  la s t G rand  
C onvocation of th e  G rand  C hapter, an d  your C om m ittee jo in  w ith  h im  
in  co n gra tu la ting  th e  G rand  C hapter on  th e  re ign  of h arm ony  an d  peace 
th ro u g h o u t our borders.

Your Com m ittee can recom m end no  b e tte r p lan  fo r th e  d issem ination  
of th e  W ork, th an  th a t proposed an d  adopted  a t th e  la s t Convocation, 
an d  alluded to  in  th e  address of th e  M. Ex. G rand  H igh  P riest.

All of w hich is  respectfu lly  subm itted .
B ENJA M IN  F . P O P E ,

C hairm an.

Companion Palmer J, Pillans, Past Grand Scribe, of-
fered the following preamble and resolutions; and the 
former was concurred in and the latter adopted :

S U B S T IT U T E S A LLO W ED .
W h e b e a s , An ed ic t p ro h ib itin g  th e  use of su b stitu te s  w as p rom ulga-

te d  by th e  M . E x . G rand  C hapter o f th e  S ta te  of A labam a in  1853, to  be 
fo u n d  on page 49 of C hap ter Code of A labam a ; and,

W hereas, A closer sc ru tin y  an d  m ore careful research  have fouhd  th a t 
in  th e  o ldest chap te rs  on  th is  co n tin en t th ey  have been  in use from  th e ir 
in cep tio n  to  th e  p re sen t tim e ; and,

W hereas, A t an  assem blage of th e  m ost p ro m in en t an d  learn ed  Royal 
A rch M asons, h e ld d urin g th e p as t year, know n as th e G eneral G rand
C hap ter of th e U n ite d S tates, i t was declared th a t th e use of su b stitu tes
is  n e ith e r unlaw ful n o r a v io lation  of th e  O. B. of a R. A. M ason ; th e re -
fore,

Resolved, T h a t th e  ed ic t above re fe rred  to  be repealed .
Resolved, T h a t th e  use of m ore th an  one su b stitu te  a t  a tim e is  for-

b idden  by  th is  G rand  C hapter, unless a d ispensation  shall first have been
o b ta in ed  from  th e  M. Ex. G rand  H ig h  P rie st.

Companion Palmer J. Pillans, P. G. Scribe, offered the 
following preamble and resolution, and they were laid over 
until the next Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter:

G E N E R A L  GRAND CH A PTER.
W h e b e a s , T h e reason s w hich in d uced  th e  M. Ex. G rand  C hap ter of

1872.] GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA. 15



18 PROCEEDINGS OP THE [1872.
M in e k a l  C i t y  No 1 0 1 .—In itia ls  only given for nam es of m em bers. 
H i l l a b e e  No. 79.—B lanks n o t properly  filled.
R o s lin  No. 8 8 .— B lanks n o t p roperly  filled.
S h e l b y  N o . 97.— No nam e of represen ta tive.
All o f w hich is respectfu lly  sub m itted .

W IL E Y  W. BLOOD W O R TH ,
C hairm an .

Companion William E. Beaird, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Dispensations, made the following report, and 
the report was received and concurred in :

R E PO R T  OF T H E  C O M M IT T EE  ON D ISPENSATIO NS.
To the M . Ex- Grand Chapter o f Alabam a :

Y our C om m ittee on D ispensatio ns have carefully  exam ined th e  p ro -
ceedings of th e  follow ing nam ed C hap ters w ork ing  u n d e r D ispensation , 
and  find them  regu lar in  th e ir  w ork an d  business generally , excep t th a t 
a little  m ore p articu la rity  should  be observed in  o pen ing  an d  closing in  
th e  d ifferent degrees, an d  in  th e  form an d  n ea tn ess  in  keeping  th e ir  
records.

W ith th is  recom m endation , an d  h op in g  th a t by  a s tr ic t adherence to, 
an d observance of, the co n stitu tio n an d edicts of th e G rand C hapter,
th ey  will b rin g  up  m uch square, true , an d  good work, th a t  Will s tan d  th e  
te s t o f th e  M aster Overseer’s square, we recom m end th a t C harters  be 
g ran ted  to  th e  following :

S h e lb y ............................. . . . .  No. 97 R ock M ills................................ N o. 1 0 0
Oxford ................. ....................... “  98 M ineral C ity   “ 1 0 1
T hom as M. B ragg ................. “ 99

R espectfu lly  an d  fra te rn ally  subm itted .
W. E . BEAIRD,

C hairm an.

Companion John B. Goldthwaite, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Finance, made the following report, and the 
report was received and concurred in :

R E P O R T FR O M C O M M ITTEE ON FINANCE.
To the M  E x  Grand Chapter o f  A labam a:

Y our C om m ittee on F in an ce  have carefully  exam ined th e  rep o rts  an d  
vouchers of th e  R . Ex. G rand  T reasu re r an d  the R. Ex. G rand  Secretary, 
an d  beg leave respectfu lly  to  re p o rt th a t they find  th e  sam e correct.
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T he balance in  th e  treasu ry  of th e  G rand  C hap ter on th e  3d day of

D ecem ber, 1872, is   ............................................ ...................................... $ 701 90
E stim ated  am o u n t of dues from  sub ord ina te  C h a p te rs .................  1,400 00

T o ta l .........................................................................................................$2,101 90
Y our Com m ittee recom m end th e  following ap p ro pria tio ns to m ee t th e  

necessary  an n u a l expenses of the G rand  C hapter, to -w it:
To C om panion W illiam  H. D ingley, for sa la ry  as E . Ex. G rand

T reasu re r fo r p a s t m asonic y e a r .................  ................... ...........$ 100 00
T o C om panion  D aniel Sayre, as R. Ex. G rand  S ecretary  for

sam e p e r io d ............................................................................................ 400 00
To Com panion P alm er J . P illans, for services an d  expenses as

C hairm an of Com m ittee on  F oreign  C o rresp on d en ce.......... 150 00
As a C on ting en t F u n d  in  the h an d s  of th e  G rand  Secretary, for

in c iden ta l expenses, in c lud in g  p rin tin g , &c...............................  600 00

$1,250 00
All of w hich is respectfu lly  an d  fra te rn a lly  sub m itted .

JO H N  E . G O LD TH W A ITE,
C hairm an.

Companion Benjamin F. Pope, chairman of the Com-
mittee on By-Laws, Suspensions, Expulsions, and Appeals, 
made the following report, and the report was received and 
concurred i n :

K E PO R T  FROM  C O M M ITTEE ON BY-LAWS.

To Ike M. E x . Grand Chapter o f  A labam a :
T he C om m ittee on By-Laws, S uspensions, E xpu lsions, an d  A ppeals, 

have exam ined th e by-law s sub m itted to them , an d beg leave to re p o rt
as fo llow s:

Y our com m ittee find th e  follow ing by-law s correc t, an d  in  accordance 
w ith  th e .co nstitu tio n  an d  by-laws of th e  G rand  C hapter of Alabam a, viz :
O xfo rd ..........................................No. 98 | T hom as M. B ra g g No. 99

Y our com m ittee recom m end co rrec tions in  th e  various by-laws as: h e re -
in a f te r m en tio n ed :

R o c k  M i l l s  No. 100.—S trike ou t th e  w ord “  G uard” in  first line of 
Art. I , section  7, an d  in se rt in  lieu  th ereo f th e  w ord “ S en tine l.” S trike  
o u t all of section  3, Ant. I I , an d  in se rt in  lieu  th e  fo llow ing, viz : ‘‘ T h e  
fees for th e  degrees shall be th ir ty  dollars, w hich m u st in  all cases accom -
p an y  th e  p e titio n .”
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M in e r a l  C i t y  No. 1 0 1 .— Art. I l l ,  section  1 :  S trike o u t a ll after th e  
w ord “ year.”  Art. V III, section  2 : S trike o u t th e  en tire  section . A rt. 
V III, section  4 : S trike ou t all of said  section after th e  words “ p resid in g  
officer” in  th e  Sth line. S trike o u t th e  words “ p resid in g  officer” w h er-
ever th ey  occur in  said  by-laws, an d  in se rt in stea d  thereo f th e  w ords 
“ E xcellen t H igh  P r ie s t .”

R espectfu lly  subm itted .
B ENJA M IN P . P O P E ,

C hairm an.
Companion James K. Hazen offered the following reso-

lution, and it was adopted:
O R D ER  PO R  JE W E L S  AND COLLARS.

Resolved, T h a t th e  R . E x. G rand  Secretary  be in stru c ted  to  p rocure  a  
se t of jew els an d  collars for th e  use of th e  officers of the G rand  C hap ter ; 
an d  th a t a sufficient am o u n t be, an d  th e  sam e is hereby , ap p ro pria ted  to  
defray  th e  expenses of th e  same.

The Grand Chapter proceeded with the election of 
Grand Officers for the ensuing masonic year, Companions 
George W. Taylor and James E. Cobb acting as tellers, 
and the election resulted as follow s:

E L E C T E D  GRAND O F FIC E R S .
M y l e s  J .  G e e e n e ............................L o ach ap o ka...............G rand  H igh  P riest.
J a m e s M . D e d m a n ...........................S e lm a......................... D epu ty G. II. P rie st.
J a m e s  M i l t o n   ..............................E u fa u la  G rand  K ing.
J a m e s  E . C o b b ..................................Tuslcegee G rand  Scribe.
W i l l ia m  H . D in g l e y ..................... M ontgom ery ............G rand  T reasurer.
D a n ie l  S a y e e  .................................. M ontgom ery ............G rand  Secretary.
R ev . J a m e s  K. H a z e n ................... P ra ttv ille ...................G rand  Chaplain.
W i l l ia m  V. C h a k d e v o y n e  C o u rtla n d ................G rand  C. o f H.

Companion John W. Garrison, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Chartered Chapters No. 2, made the following 
report, and the report was received and concurred in:
R E P O R T  FROM  COM M ITTEE ON C H A R T E R ED  C H A PTER S NO. 2.

To the M. E x. Grand C hattel o f  A labam a:
T ou r Com m ittee No. 2 on C hartered  C hapters, have exam ined th e  re -

tu rn s  sub m itted  to  th em , an d  beg leave to  m ake th e  following r e p o r t :
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C O R R EC T .

C h a n d le r...................................... No. 40
T usk eg ee ...................................... “  43
C hoctaw ........................................ “  44
T y r ia n     “  54
.L eb an o n ...................................... “  57

R ockford ................................ No. 62
C lay ton ..........................................  “  63
C en tra l......................................       “  64
F a rrio rv ille ................................  “ 67
Choctaw  C o rn e r....................   “  70

IN C O R REC T.

F u l t o n  No. 32.—D ues n o t added.
J a m e s  L. D a n ie l  No. 35.—No delegate n am ed  on back  o f re tu rn s . 
A l a b a m a  No. 6 6 .—.Gives nam es of th ree M ost E xcellen t M asters, w ith  

no  dates of advancing  or p resid ing. N um ber of m em bers n o t in  re ca -
p itu la tio n .

All of w hich  is  fra ternally  subm itted .
JO H N  W . GARRISON,

C hairm an.
The Grand High Priest elect announced the following

A PPO IN T E D  GRAND O F FIC E R S .
W i l e y W . B l o o d w o r t h   L o aeh ap o ka................G rand  P. S ojourner.
W in s l o w  P . B e c k e e .....................S e lm a......................... '..G ran d  R . A. C.
P h i l i p  W . J o h n s o n ..................... C lay to n  .' G rand  M. 3 V.
W i l l ia m  F . H ig g in s ................... O xford  G rand  M. 2  Y.
G e o r g e  W . T a y l o r ...................... R ock M ills G rand M. 1 Y.
J a m e s  D a v id s o n ............................. M ontgom ery     G rand  S en tin e l.

Companion Luckie W. Jenkins, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Chartered Chapters No. 1, made the following 
report, and the report was received and concurred in ;
R E PO R T  FROM  CO M M ITTEE ON C H A R T E R ED  C H A PTER S NO. 1

To the M . E x . Grand Chapter o f A  lahama :
Y our C om m ittee No. 1 on C hartered  C hapters beg-leave to  su b m it th e  

following r e p o r t ;
c o r r e c t .

E u n o m ia ...............................  N o. 5 I T allad eg a..................................... No. 23
W etu m p k a ................................. “ 17 | E u fau la ................................. “ 24

IN C O R R EC T.

T uskaloosa N o. 1,—B lank  for an n ua l dues n o t filled.
C ykus No. 6 .—B lank  u n d e r deaths n o t filled,
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C l in t o n  N o . 9 . — S e a l  c r a n k - s i d e d  ; a n n u a l  d u e s  t o  t h e  c h a p t e r  $ 2 3  2 5 ,  

a  m i s t a k e ,  w e  s u p p o s e .
T u s c o m b ia  No. 10.—W ord  ‘‘ p ro xy ” w ritten  on  back  o f re tu rn s  in stead  

of a * ; b lanks n o t filled w ith  th e  w ord “ n o n e .”
M a r io n 'No. 12.—B lanks n o t f i lle d ; m asonic grade n o t given. T he H . 

P . in sign in g his nam e gives w rong n u m b er of chap te r.
M o n t g o m e r y No. 22.—T he in itia ls only of one nam e given ; b lan k s

u n d e r “ rem arks” an d “ d im itted ’’ n o t filled ; b lan k for ch ap te r dues n o t
filled.

M o u n t  M o r ia h  No. 1 9 .— M asonic grade u n d e r R. A. M. p o t given ; 
seal ind ica tes  C lin ton  as place of m eeting  in stea d  of E utaw , as g iven in  
re tu rn s  ; seal b ad ly  execu ted  on wax ; com m ittee recom m end new  s e a l ; 
abbrev ia tions an d  in itia ls  used.

D a y t o n  N o. 27.—Seal to ta lly  illegible.
S t .  J o h n ’s  No. 28 . — R ecap itu la tion  incorrect.

L . W . JE N K IN S ,
C hairm an .

Companion W illiam E. Beaird offered the following 
preamble and resolution, and the former was concurred in, 
and the latter adopted:

RO BES AND JE W E L S  OF H A R T W E L L  NO. 58.
W h e r e a s , H artw ell C hap ter No. 58 has  forfeited its  charter, an d  as 

i t is  n o t likely  th a t app lication  to r its  resto ra tion  will be m ade soon ; and  
as m any  of th e  fo rm er m em bers of said C hapter are now m em bers of 
F u lto n  C hap ter No. 32 ; therefore, be i t  

Resolved, T h a t th e  robes, jewels, an d  o th er p ro p e rty belonging  to said  
C hapier, be loaned  to F u lto n  C hapter No. 32, u n til  app lication  be m ade 
for a resto ra tio n  of H artw ell C hapter.

Companion Isaiah A. W ilson offered the fo llo w in g  pre-
amble and resolutions, and the preamble was concurred in, 
and the resolutions adopted:

P IN E  L E V E L  NO. 75 TO B E R E IN ST A T E D .
W h e r e a s , P in e  L evel C hapter No. 75 has  forfeited its  ch a rte r for n o t 

hav ing  been rep resen ted  for two years ; an d  w hereas, som e of its  m em -
bers  desire th a t i t  shall be re in sta ted  ; therefore, be i t

Resolved, T h a t if  said  C hap ter shall, w ith in  n in e ty  days, m eet an d  
elect officers, an d  re p o rt th e  re su lt of sa id  election  to  th e  G rand  Secre-
tary , an d  pay its  dues, its  ch a rte r priv ileges shall be fully restored .
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Resolved, T h a t Com panion L ee W. B attle is  hereby  duly  au thorized  

a n d  em pow ered to  sum m on th e  m em bersh ip  to  a tte n d  a t th e  M asonic 
H all, in  P in e  Level, a t such  tim e as he m ay elect, for th is  purpose.

IN STALLA TIO N.

The retiring Grand High Priest installed in Ample Form
the officers elected and appointed; P. G. King, James H. 
Joiner, acting as Marshal.

Companion Joseph H . Johnson offered the following 
preamble and resolution; and the preamble was concurred
in, and the resolution adopted :

H U ES R E FU N D E D  TO SELM A  NO. 28.
W h e b e a s , Selm a C hap ter No. 2 8  lo st by fire, a few m o n th s  ago, its  

hall, fu rn itu re , an d  o th er p ro p e rty  ; a n d  w hereas, said  C hapter is anxious 
to  assist in  reb u ild in g  a Lodge H all, an d  to replace its  lo st fu rn itu re  ; 
therefore, be i t

Resolved, T h a t th e  dues of said  Selm a C hap ter No. 28 fo r th e  p resen t 
y ear be rem itted .

t

Companion Isaiah A. W ilson offered the following reso-
lution, and it was adopted:

AS TO HERM ON C H A PT E R  NO. 34.
Resolved, T h a t H erm on C hap ter No. 34 have n in e ty d ays in w hich to

m ake re tu rn s  an d  pay  dues.

Companion James E. Cobb, Grand Scribe, offered the
following resolutions, and they were adopted :

JE W E L S  O R D ER ED  TO PA ST  GRAND H IG H  P R IE S T S .
Resolved, T h a t th e  R . E x. G rand  S ecretary  be, an d  he is  hereby , in .  

s tru c ted  to  p rocure, by  th e  n ex t an n u a l convocation  of th is  G rand  C hap-
te r, a su itab le  jew el to  be p resen ted  to  P as t M. E x. G rand  H igh  P rie s t 
H . Clay A rm strong ; an d  th a t a sufficient sum , n o t to  exceed one h u n d red  
dollars, be appro pria ted  to  pay  for th e  sam e o u t o f an y  funds on hand.

Resolved, T h a t th e  jew el heretofore voted  to  P a s t M . Ex. G rand  H igh  
P rie s t Peleg  Brown, be p ro cu red  b y  th e  R . Ex. G rand  S ecretary  by the 
n ex t an n u a l convocation  of th is  (Jrand  C hapter,



The following are the Standing Committees of the
Grand C hapter:

ON W ORK.
H . Clay Armst rong..................................   N otasulga.
J o s e p h  H . J o h n s o n ...............................................................................T alladega.
L ijc k ie W . J e n k in s .............................................................................C am den.

CUSTODIAN O P T H E  W ORK.
M y l e s  J .  G r e e n e , virtute officii........................................................ L oachapoka.

ON MASONIC JU R IS P R U D E N C E .
J a m e s E . C o b b ........................................................................................ T uskegee.
J a m e s  M . D e d m a n ................................................................................Selm a.
R o b e k t  D. W e b b ..................................................................................L iv ingston.

ON FO R E IG N  CO RRESPO N D EN CE.
P a l m e r  J . P i l l a n s  .......................................................................M obile.
R o b e r t  C h r i s t ia n ................................................................................. U nion  tow n.
J a m e s  H . J o in e r .................................................................................... Talladega.
J o h n W . G a r r i s o n .............................................................................................. L ineville.
J a m e s  M. B r id g e s ................................................................................. Ozark.
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And there being no further business to be brought 
before the Grand Chapter, the minutes were read and
approved.

And then, after solemn prayer to the Throne of Grace
by the It. Ex. and Rev.- Grand Chaplain, Companion James 
K. Hazen, the Most Excellent Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
of the State of Alabama was closed in Ample Eorm.

D A N IE L  SAYRE, 
Grand Secretary,
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Iqrort an f o r e ig n  <Hsarre§ponttmcLe.

To the Most Excellent Grand High Priest and Officers and Members o f the Most
Excellent Grand Chapter o f the State o f Alabama :
The Committee on Foreign Correspondence beg leave to  report, th rough 

th e ir chairman, th a t they have examined the proceedings of the following 
Grand Chapters, and have endeavored to cull therefrom  whatever they thought 
m ight provo either in teresting  or instructive to  th e  C ra ft; and the chairman 
begs leave to s tate that when the proceedings of this Most Excellent Grand 
Chapter were published he was surprised to find him self still the reporter for 
th is  Grand Body, but laying aside all sloth, he girded himself for the task, 
and has endeavored to  m eet the expectations of his companions and of the 
M. Ex. Grand High Priest.

The proceedings th a t have come to  hand are those of
A rkansas.............................................1871
C alifo rn ia...................................... 1871-72
C a n a d a ..................  - .........................1871
C onnecticut ......................................1871
D elaw are............................................ 187
G eorgia:......................................... 1871-72
Ind iana.................................................1871
Iowa ......................  1871
Illinois .................... ............................ 1871
Kansas ............................................ 1871
K en tu ck y ......................................... . .1871
L o u is ia n a ..........................................1872
M aine.............................................. . 1872
M assachusetts. .•..............  1871-2
M ichigan.................... 1872
Missouri  ....... 1871
M ississippi....................... 1872
Making thirty-seven pam phlets.

Maryland..............................................1871
Sew Y ork .   ......................................1872
Nova Sco tia.........................................1871
New H am psh ire ............................  1871
North Carolina........................... 1871-72
N ebraska..............................................1871
Ohio .....................................................1871
O re g o n ..........................   1871
■ 'ennsylvania ..................................... 1871
kouth Carolina ..................................1872
T ex as .................................................  1871
Tennessee.................. : ................... 1871
Virginia ...............................................1872
West V irginia......................................1872
V erm ont.............................................. 1871
Wisconsin....................   1872

ARKANSAS.

The Most Excellm t Grand High P riest, E. H. English, opened th is Grand 
C hapter in  ample form on 2d November, 1871, with the representatives of 
tw enty-four subordinates.



The Most Excellent Grand Higli Priest, in  his address, u tte rs  thoughts of 
love only for his adopted State? and is able to thank God th a t though there 
may be but few m onum ents of civilization to  be found there, there are also to  
be found fewer vices and less crime than  in those communities boasting o f 
their advancement and progress ; and he points with pride “  to  one monu-
m ent which, though incomplete, every mason, as well as all lovers of learn-
ing, will be proud of, and th a t is our M a son ic C o l l e g e .”

Dispensations for the organization of four new chapters were granted.
Whole num ber of chapters 61; whole num ber of affiliated R. A. m asons 

1561.
Companion G. A. Donnelly was elected Most Excellent Grand High P rie st, 

Companion L. E . Barber being retained as Grand Secretary.
There was no report on Correspondence, nor do we see the appointm ent o f 

a  committee.

CALIFORNIA.

The Most Excellent G rand High Priest, G. T. Grimes, opened th is Grand
Chapter in  ample form on 11th April, 1871, with the representatives of twenty- 
nine chartered  chapters and delegates from th ree under dispensation present.

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest promptly arrested the dispensation
of a chapter because it  violatsd the edicts of the Grand Chapter, and also 
suspended one of the officers of the Grand Chapter, the Grand L ecturer, fo r 
counseling this violation, both of which acts m et the approval of the Grand 
Chapter.

Dispensations for four new chapters were granted.
Companion L. C. Owen again presented the report on Correspondence, re -

viewing no less than 46 pamphlets, among which we find th a t of Alabama for
1869. From  th is Companion Owen has extracted all th a t m ight prove profita-
ble to the craft. We m ust here be allowed to express our regrets th a t Com-
panion O. will not prepare the next report. We have been roughly handled 
sometimes by him, but never w ithout having learned some im portant lesson
therefrom . But we see that another fills the Secretary’s desk, and another 
name appears as chairman of this committee. Peace be to him, and honor for 
the work he has so faithfully  perform ed.

He th inks th is Grand Chapter erred  in declaring th a t suspension by a lodge 
for non-payment of dues should not operate a suspension in the chapter.

In this jurisdiction are 1,769 R. A. masons and 42 Chapters.
Companion J . L. English was elected Most Excellent Grand H igh Priest, 

and Companion C. Lewis Wiggin, of San Francisco, R ight Excellent Grand 
Secretary.

We also have the proceedings of th is Grand Chapter for 1872, when it was 
opened in ample form  by Most Excellent J . L. English, Grand High P rie st, 
w ith representatives of thirty-five chartered  chapters and delegate from  one 
TJ. D. present.

Upon perusing the address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, wo 
were covered—yea, overwhelmed with shame and mortification, th a t tho
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gifted and trusted  Grand Secretary should have been found unworthy, and 
been shown to be a defaulter in a very large sum. L et us hope th a t there 
may have been some controlling reason for this, and th a t his m erited expul-
sion from  all the righ ts and privileges of masonry may fit him for th a t better 
world “  where the weary will find re st and the wicked cease from  troubling;”

I t  appears th a t in  accordance with the recommendation of th e  General 
Grand Chapter, a resolution was passed allowing the use of substitutes, b u t  
prohibiting the use of more than one at a time w ithout the perm ission of the 
Most Excellent Grand High Priest.

The report on Correspondence is from the pen of the E ight Excellent Grand 
Secretary, Charles Louis Wiggin, and reviews the proceedings of thirty-two 
G rand Chapters, including those from  Alabama, dealing kindly and courte-
ously 'with us, and displaying true masonic feeling in his general comments.

Among other documents, in the proceedings from Georgia he quotes from 
the address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and comments as fol-
lows**

“  ‘Founded on eternal tru th , as our Order is, no genuine devotee of mason-
ry  can, during these convulsions, lose sight of the unchangeable principles 
th a t govern the institution.

“ ‘In his hours of affliction masonry is a constant solace—in his rounds of
pleasure the teachings of the Order restric t h is passion and increase his joys. 
And in th a t solemn hour, when the soul hovers midway between two worlds— 
when the veil of earthly vision grows transparen t with the dawning light of
eternity—it m ust be a source of comfort to know th a t he possesses the Signet 
of Truth, by which lie may gain admission within the white veil of the sanc-
tuary, while his earthly rem ains will be honored with sepulture and his orphan 
children and destitute widow will be protected. What institution can do 
more ?”

“  We always regret to  see any attem pt made to substitu te masonry for re -
ligion. While each labors in its appropriate sphere to elevate and purify man-
kind, they are separate and d istinct in their natures. * Masonry is a beauti-
fu l system of morality its teachings are pure and noble, and naturally lead 
us to th a t point where religion takes us by the hand and guides us into the 
presence of Him through whose pardoning grace alone we may obtain salva-
tion. By a strict adhesion to the principles and teachings of masonry, a man 
may lead a pure and blameless life ; bu t ‘ in that solemn hour, when the soul 
hovers midway between the two worlds, when the vail of earthly vision grows 
transparen t with the dawning light of eternity** the ‘ devotee of masonry’ will 
find th a t something more is needed to  sustain the drooping spirit and cheer 
i t  with the hope of a blessed imm ortality.”

With all of which we do m ost heartily  concur.
Companion Jacob H art New was elected Most Excellent Grand High P riest, 

and Companion Charles Louis Wiggin, E ight Excellent Grand Secretary.
Forty-one chapters made retu rns, showing 2,013 E. A. masons and 223 exalt-

ations, one chapter having failed to make returns.
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CANADA.

The Fourteenth  Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on the 
9th day of August, 1871, when Most Excellent Companion T. Douglas Har-
rington, Grand Z., presided, with representatives from thirty-six  char-
tered  chapters, and three under dispensation were present.

We learn from the address of the Most Excellent Grand L ecturer th a t—
“ Our Royal Arch affairs have been moving on so smoothly and harmoni-

ously that it is really difficult to prepare an address worthy your considera-
tion.”

Dispensations were granted for the form ation of three new chapters, and 
applications had been made for two others ; and applications for four o thers 
were made to th is Grand Gmvocation.

On the roll of this Grand Chapter are fopnd 41 chapters, with a m em bership 
of 1,814, and 852 exaltations during the year.

Companion Robertson makes report on Correspondence, and among others
we find the proceedings from Alabama for 1870.

As we do not get the proceedings of the Grand C hapter of Scotland, we are 
always delighted to hear of it through th is committee. We therefore trans-
fer the whoie of Companion Robertson’s synopsis to our re p o r t:

“ SCOTLAND.

“ During the year ending March 13, 1871, five charters have been g ran ted  to  
new chapter^, namely—at Perth , New South vVales, New Zealand, Cape of
Good Hope, and Bombay. Two warrants have also been issued to  Mark Mas-
te r Lodges, ai Barrow-on-Furness and Llanduduo. A Provisional Grand Su-
perintendent was appointed in Bombay, and representatives exchanged with
th e  Grand Chapter of the D istrict of Columbia.

“ Statistics.—138 chapters on the roll. Of these, 2 are in  arrears, 25 consid-
ered dormant, and 6 have returned  their c h a rte rs ; leaving 105 as the actual 
number. Among the “ charters re tu rned ,” we notice “ St. John’s No. 75, To-
ronto .” There are also twelve Mark Lodges, six of which make no re tu rn s  
for th a t year. The membership, or the work for the year, is not given in any 
case. Receipts, £420, 2, 5 ; balance on hand, £1,526, 7, 7.

“ At the meeting of the Supreme Committee, on April 7, 1870, permission 
was granted to Union Chapter, of Dundee, to opeii and exalt on one occasion 
in Perth, which action was soon after followed by the establishm ent of a new 
chapter in the la tte r place.

“ On June 15, R. E. Companion Jam es K irkpatrick K err was appointed rep-
resentative a t the Grand Chapter of Canada—an honor worthily bestowed.

“  In  August it was brought to the notice of the Committee that certain offi-
cers of the Rising Sun Chapter, at Shfmghae, had applied for a charter for a 
new chapter, to be hold under the American Constitution, and proposed hold-
ing office in both chapters. The Committee wero of opinion th a t the holding 
office by any companion in two chapters, holding of different governing bodies, 
was entirely contrary to the principles of the constitution of th e  order.
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They believed th a t those named would re tire  from  one of such ch ap te rs ; but 
if not, steps would be taken to prevent the continuance of so anomalous a 
sta te  of affairs.

“ An address of condolence was sent to the Dowager Countess of Hadding-
ton, on the death of her husband, the E arl of Haddington, Past Grand Second 
Principal.

“ Josiak Chapter, a t St. Andrew’s, not having had a deputation from the 
Grand Chapter for fifty years, four members were appointed to visit th a t 
chapter, as requested. Our friends in Scotland do not seem to appreciate the 
inestimable blessings (?) of “ uniform ity of work,” or the utility of a ‘Grand
L ecturer.’

‘‘December 22, 1870.—The Proceedings of Canada were received, and thanks 
voted therefor.

“ On the subject of the Mark Degree, and the Grand Mark Lodge, we make 
th e  following extracts, as worthy of notice. The results attained by the pro-
posed conference will be interesting to us all. I t is to be hoped th a t they will
be such as to remove th is degree from the awkward position it at present oc-
cupies in the m other country, and place it in the same position in each of the 
three kingdoms :

“  * 21s£ September, 1870—(Quarterly Meeting”) —The Supreme Chapter then 
took into consideration communications from Brother Frederick Binckes, of 
London, and Brother the Rev. G. R. Portal, on the subject of the proposed 
conference with the body which the brethren represented, with a view to the 
recognition of th a t body by the Supreme C hap ter; also the copy letters 
therein  referred to, from  the Grand Lodge of England, Deputy Grand Master 
of Ireland, and the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and the 
report of th e  committee there anent. After a long discussion, it wras ulti-
mately unanimously resolved to adopt the recommendation of the committee, 
and to agree to appoint delegates, with a view to a conference, provided dele-
gates were also appointed by the Grand Lodge and Chapter of England, the 
Grand Lodge and C hapter of Ireland, and the Grand Lodge of Scotland. In  
coming to this decision, the Supreme Chapter did not overlook the documents 
laid before them  by Brothers Portal and Binckes, nor underrate their impor-
tan t bearing upon th e  question now under discussion, more particularly in so 
far as they disclosed the sentim ents of indi»idual members o: the Grand 
Lodge of England as such ; but keeping in view (1.) The decided expression 
of the mind of the Grand Lodge and Chapter of England, as contained in the
resolutions of these Grand Bodies, dated respectively 7th June and 2d August, 
1865, not to recognize ‘ the body styling itself the Grana Ledge of Mark Mas-
ters  of England, Wales, and the Colonies and Possessions ot the British 
Crown;’ and (2d.) The serious complications which m ight arise were the 
Grand Lodge of England a t any fu ture tim e to adopt the same view, with re f-
erence to the Mane degree, as has been adopted by the GraDd Lodge of Scot-
land, viz : th a t it  is not a separate degree at all, but a part and portion of the 
Fellow-Craft degree, and to assume th e  management of i t :  while, on the 
o ther hand, weie recognition accorded to a body such as the one now craving
it, which exists in no country except England, and were it insisting on abiding
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by the recognition so given, the Supreme Chapter did not feel disposed to u n -
dertake the responsibility of entering into any negotiations, unless the Grand 
Lodges and Chapters of England, Ireland, and Scotland were parties to them .

“  ‘22d December, 1870—(Quarterly Meeting.)—Having resumed consideration 
of the proposed conference on the subject of the Mark M aster’s degree, with 
the m inutes of the Supreme Chapter of date 21st September, 1870, and of the
committee, of date 14th October, 1870, it was unanimously resolved to  modify 
th e  resolutions of the form er of these minutes to  the effect recommended in 
the la t te r ; and in event of the Grand Lodge and Chapter of England being
formally invited to attend th e  conference, th a t th e  presence of a delegate or 
delegates from either, or both of these bodies, should not be deemed ind is-
pensable. And a le tter having been read from B rother E. Binckes, agreeing 
on the p art of the body he represented that such formal invitation should be 
given, the Supreme Chapter unanimously agreed to send delegates to th e  pro-
posed conference, and rem itted to the committee, with full powers to name 
th e  delegates and make all the necessary arrangem ents. The Supreme Chap-
ter indicated an opinion th a t the delegates should be the Grand Scribes E. and 
N., and Companion William Hay.

“ ‘14th February, 1871—(Committee Meeting.)—I t  was resolved to delay ap-
pointing delegates to  the proposed conference, until the Grand Chapter of 
Ireland had returned an answer.

“ ‘ ls£ March, 1871—( Quarteiiy Meeting.)—The Supreme Chapter thereafter 
resumed consideration of the subject of the prOoosed conference in London, 
as to the position of the Mark degree in England. The Graqd Scribe E . read 
a le tte r from  B rother F. Binckes, intim ating th a t delegates would appear 
from Ireland, and th a t office-bearers of the Grand Lodge and Chapter of E ng-
land would also attend, although not officially. He also read a le tte r from
B rother Entwistle, Provincial Grand Superintendent, under the Scotch consti-
tution, Lancashire. Companion Alexander Hay, Grand Recorder, then in ti-
m ated that? in his opinion, B rother Entwistle ought to be present a t th is con-
ference. After some discussion as to  the mode of carrying out th is sugges-
tion of Companion Hay, of which the Supreme Chapter approved, it  was 
unanimously resolved so far to modify the resolution of last Quarterly Com-
munication, as to  the three delegates to be appointed, and to direct th a t 
Brother Entwistle should be one of th e m ; and the Supreme C hapter rem itted  
to  the committee to appoint three delegates, in term s of the resolution con-
tained in the m inute of date 21st December last, B rother Entwistle to be one 
of them.

“ * 6th March, 1871—( Committee Meeting.)—In  term s of the rem it from  the 
Supremo Chapter, Companions Thomas Entwistle, Provincial Grand Mark 
Superintendent, L ancash ire; Lindsay Mackersy, G rand Scribe E .; and William 
Mann, Grand Scribe N., were unanimously appointed delegates to the confer-
ence, to be held in London, on th e  subject of the Mark degree in  England.’

“ M. E. Companion the Right Honorable the E arl of Rosslyn is F irst Grand 
P rin c ipa l; and R. E, Companion Lindsay Mackersy, Grand Scribe E .”

We are glad to find th a t we have another coadjutor in the position taken by
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us sometime since, th a t the term “ suspension” is improper, when it  is a pun-
ishm ent inflicted by operation of constitution or by-law, as for non-payment 
o f dues. Our Companion, commenting on Georgia, says :

“ Subordinate chapters were allowed to “ drop from  the ro l l” members in 
a rre a r for dues, in place of suspension,—which, we th ink, is th e  proper 
course, and we would like to see the practice of suspending for non-payment 
o f dues abrogated in th is jurisdiction.”

Most Excellent Companion T. Douglas H arrington was again elected Grand 
Z., and R ight Excellent T. Bird H arris, G. Scribe E.

CONNECTICUT.

The Semi-Annual Convocation was held on the 1st of November, 1871, over 
which the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Charles W. Stearns, presided, 
and at which were the representatives of twenty six of the subordinate chap-
ters ; five sending no representatives. The Grand Chapter ordered them  to 
report the cause of their delinquency, or be subjected to punishm ent.

With the aid of a subordinate, th e  Grand Chapter being called to  refresh-
m ent, the several degrees were conferred, and th e lectures given in full.

The 74th annual convocation was held on the 7th of May, 1872, over which 
th e  aforementioned Most Excellent Grand High Priest presided ; and in this 
were represented th irty  chartered  chapters and one U. D.

The address of th e  Most Excellent commences as follows :
“Excellent Companions—‘Agreeable to  an ancient masonic custom ,’ we,are 

again assembled in  our official capacity as Royal Arch Masons ; again assem-
bled around our common altar to counsel with each o ther for the good of this 
branch of our beloved order.

“ In thus assembling, we are forcibly reminded th a t the swift finger of time
has marked the passage of another year. Thus th e  sands of life run, thus we 
reach these mile-stones in our journey to  the presence of our Grand High 
P riest above—pausing to offer oblations of gratitude for the manifold favors
which have contributed, in so great a measure, to render our experience of 
th e  past a pleasure ra th e r than a burden.

“ With hand joined to hand, and heart linked to heart, have we bowed our-
selves in the presence c f  Him who sitte th  between the cherub im ; returned 
our grateful thanks for the life th a t has been spared us, for the health we 
have enjoyed, and for the many comforts with which we have been surrounded 
since last we m et and exchanged our fraternal g ree tings.

“ With a full knowledge of our own weakness, have we sought assistance,
counsel and guidance in the business upon which we are' about to  enter.

“  I  am happy indeed to welcome so many, who, having perform ed their pil-
grim age to  th is sacred tem ple, are prepared, I  tru s t, to faithfully perform  the 
duties which may be imposed upon them , adhering with fidelity to  the land-
m arks of our fa th e rs ; and while we mingle together in th is fraternal manner, 
m ay th e  same spirit of brotherly love animate each heart, and prevail in all 

3
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our counsels. If  any action be required at our hands, le t it  be attended with 
due deliberation and prudence ; if we review the past, let it be done with can-
dor ; if we draw designs upon the trestle-board for our fu tu re guidance, let
them  be such as will bear th e  closest scrutiny and the te s t of the 1 Overseer’s 
square.’

“  Hoping th a t th is  happy gathering may prove a blessing to  one and all, and 
th a t something may be accomplished for the honor and prosperity  of the 
craft, I  extend to  you a cordial and fraternal greeting .”

A dispensation was granted for one new chapter, which, together with two
others, was chartered at this convocation.

The committee on Correspondence for the next year was Companion John 
N. Lewis, of New York city,(?)

There are in  th is jurisdiction 35 chapters, including 1 TJ. D., with a m ember-
ship of 4,091.

Erom th is pam phlet we take a table showing th e  streng th  of Capitular Ma-
sonry in  the United States.

I
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T a b l e  o f  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  G r a n d C h a p t e r s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

Prepared fo r  Publication with the Proceedings o f  the General Grand Chapter. 
B Y  M. E. JOSIAH H. D R U M M O N D ,  G. G. H. P.

G r a n d  C h a p t e r s .

JNo. of 
Subordinates...

M
em

bers..........

Exaltations___

E>B s. °  3 2  -  cr5" S4 a aps od" ao “  3 p,co g
a.

Dim
issions

p-

5o3CO

(Suspensions.. ..
L 

.

Suspensions 
for 

Non-paym
’t 

of Dues. ...

D
eaths...............

(Rejections.........

A labama........................... 53 2,184 147 82 121 2 7 129 50 7
Arkansas............................ 55 1,307 240 28 90 1 21 20
California. ..................... 40 1,769 244 35 115 8 1 33 26 2 i
C onnecticut...................... 30 3,835 248 11 36 1 36
Delaware............................ 4 187 25 1 3 1
D istrict of Columbia___ 7 836 116 23 27 2 42 10 5
F lo r id a ........ ................ 13 496 68 10 25 1 4 9
Georgia............................... 44 2,061 . 187 30 59 1 27 26
Illinois................................ 146 8,405 1,028 73 241 10 89 81
Ind iana............................... 74 3,548 497 54 105 9 37 35
Iowa................................... 60 2,556 427 45 113 3 15 16
K ansas............................... 17 610 91 21 17 3 3 io
Kentucky......„................... 98 3,397 379 59 134 111 44 18
Louisiana........................... 26 1,577 133 23 53 4 24 51
Maine ................................ 35 3,069 381 336 46 8 23 30
Maryland............................ 10 935 84 14 13 2 19 11 3
M assachusetts................. 50 6,129 664 77 5 52 50
M ichigan........................... 75 5,560 504 64 150 7 13 52 l i i
Minnesota.......................... 19 968 126
Mississippi........................ 79 2,583 167 132 132 i 2 169 50
M isso u ri........................... 66 3,009 478 85 160 3 2 20 30 38
N ebraska........................... 5 264 58 13 4 1 2

17 1,804 126
New Jersey ....................... 22 2,233 287 2 33 3 3 15 15
New York.......................... 179 15,733 1,927 146 289 13 7 367 170 223
North Carolina............... 14 608 13 13 7 1 8 8 1
Ohio .................................. 120 6,604 679 134 301 10 4 150 71Oregon................................ 5 176 5 5 1
Pennsylvania,. . . . . . . . . . . 75 6,898 884 62 238 236 39
Rhode I s la n d ........- ........ 10 1,381 177 2 28 7 32
South C aro lin a ............... 37 894 70 5 15 1 2 12 10 1
T ennessee.............  ........ 87 4,161 368 55 180 9 30 63
Texas.................................. 95 3,220 341 124 180 14 230 68
Yerm ont...................... 24 1,562 135 3 22 5 16
V irginia-.......................... 46 1,690 72 1 32 36
Wisconsin.......................... 40 2,4«6 182 38 124 2 49 24 28

Totals.......................... 1,777 104,715 11,486 1,723 3,215 96 457 1,536 1,114 570
The report, on Correspondence is again from the pen of Companion Luke A. 

Lockwood, and in it  he reviews the proceedings of twenty-eight Grand Chap-
ters, among which we find those from Alabama courteously noticed.

In  his review of Michigan, he very properly, commenting on the decision of 
the Most Excellent Grand High Priest th a t a companion objecting to the ad-
vancement of a brother from  one degree to another, m ust p refer charges, or 
his objefction be overruled, says as follows :
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“ All which we cannot approve, holding strictly  to  the ancient law, th a t no 

candidate can receive a degree w ithout the unanimous consent of all th e  
brethren presen t.”

We clip from th is report his account of the dissertation on the G. 0 . W., 
and thank  him for the opportunity. All th is was in the General Grand Chap-
ter.

“ The m eeting was altogether pleasant, and in many respects profitable. 
The learned and most unexpected lecture by Most Excellent Companion Al-
b ert Pike, on D ivinity , Demonology and Geography, was listened to with p ro-
found respect. From it  we learned the u tte r unworthiness of credence of 
Dr. Oliver, Mackey, and other lights heretofore regarded as authority upon 
subjects of masonic research. The final resu lt was, the General Grand Chap-
te r  decided unanimously w hat there never was any dispute about, to-wit, th e  
correct G. 0 . W. Yet the lecture was aimed to destroy the received G. E. A.
W. of York masonry, together with its most impressive, consistent and beau-
tiful symbolism. The question, 4 W hat will he do with it ?* remains yet unan-
swered. I t was not 1expunged’—th a t is, the modern word—but was to be
u se d , bu t for w hat purpose is left a mystery. We say boldly, th a t th e  pre-
cipitation of th is discussion upon the General Grand Chapter without notice, 
involving, as it did and does, the very life of the Eoyal Art, was u n fa ir■; and 
the attem pted ridicule was unworthy of th e  occasion, the subject , and th e  
memory of our worthy ancestors who transm itted  it. For the information of 
th e  Eoyal Craft who were not present to  listen to the attem pted assassination  
of the Eoyal Arch, of the York Bite (we use the word advisedly), we would 
say th a t, upon investigation, we find th a t M .\ E *. Companion Pike’s state-
m ent is not sustained by any authority  we can find ; on the contrary, is op-
posed by all.

“ The devil seemed to possess the minds of many of th e craft, and they
wanted to exorcise him ; but companions should rem em ber th a t Baal, Bael o r 
Bel never meant the devil, except in connection with the word Zebud, which. 
means flies. They being the greatest pests [of the E ast, they inferred th a t 
Baal, Bael or Bel (meaning Master or King) of these pests m ust be the grea t-
est foe of man. Vide any commentary on the scriptures, or marginal read-
ing, and consult any bible dictionary or encyclopedia.

Again, we desire to call th e  attention of the craft to  the fact th a t O dris and 
Isis were the Egyptian deities. Osiris (the sun) and Isis (the moon). T hat 
th e  Egyptian word for the sun was On. T hat the city in Egypt, called by th e  
Greeks Heliopolis (the city of the sun), was by the Egyptians called On—of 
the same meaning. The sun, as a source of light and heat, the luminary, was 
called On ; and as a Divinity, Osiris.

“ The Wise Hebrews, despising idolatry or sun worship, very properly claimed 
th a t the Egyptians worshiped On, th e  m aterial sun, and th a t th is was their 
Divinity. Beference is again made to  any of the encyclopedias under heads 
On and Heliopolis, Osiris and Isis.

“ We will also suggest the peculiar etymology of the word vowel—vox, voice,
breath-spirit; th a t consonants are the mere stops on the voice and unpro-
nounceable w ithout vowels, representing Ihe material, while vowels represen t



1872.] APPENDIX 37
th e  spiritua l; and th a t if  from the body of m an you remove his breath , he is 
dead, so if you remove from the body of the Royal Art its spirit, it is a use-
less mass o f rubbish.

“ The General Grand Chapter, out of detestation of the devil and th e  dis-
tinguished city of Egypt, under misapprehension, came very near repeating 
th e  inconsiderate action of the craftsm en who, in  th e ir foolish wisdom, not 
understanding how anything but an oblong or square could be of service in 
th e  erection of th e  temple, hastily concluded to throw  over among the ru b -
bish, as useless, th a t without which the temple could not be completed.”

Most Excellent Companion Wm. W. Lee was elected Grand High Priest, and 
Companion Joseph K. Wheeler was re-elected Grand Secretary.

DELAWARE.

On the 17th of January , 1872, was held the F ourth  Annual Grand Convoca-
tion of th is Grand Chapter, there being present representatives from  four 
subordinates, presided over by Most Excellent Companion A. V. Lesley, Grand 
High Priest.

The Blost Excellent Grand High Priest say s :
“ Once more, Companions, we have assembled in council a t the appointed

hour, to examine th e  work of the past year ; to  correct errors, if any there 
have been : to  recognize weaknesses, th a t we may guard against them  in fu -
tu re , to strengthen each o ther’s hands in every good work ; to instruct each
other ; to provide for th e  maintenance, growth and increased proficiency of 
our order. I  congratulate you thus early in  the new year, on th is our own 
masonic new year, th a t our number is unbroken, our harmony perfect, our 
working efficient. We have no loss to mourn, no division of sentim ent to re -
g re t, and we meet, I  tru s t, with purposes full of zeal for the advancement of 
th e order, the good and healthy growth of which should be our chief care and
delight, as it is our duty.

“  And to the younger Companions th is duty, it  seems to me, especially is 
committed. In them are to be found the requisite ardor, freshness and
s treng th  ; time and opportunity are more fully in their hands, and while those 
who have borne the heat and burden of the morning and the noon, may not 
withhold their experience and counsel, they may with propriety yield to their
younger b rethren  the position and the honors of th e  working of the fra te r-
n ity .”

There are in  th is jurisdiction four chapters, with a membership of 227.
Companion D. C. Godwin makes repo rt on Correspondence, reviewing the 

proceedings of 25 G rand Chapters, not including, however, those from  Ala-
bama. This, we hope, however, will not again occur, nor ought it  while we 
have such mail facilities.

The report is an excellent resume of the acts and doings of the Royal Craft.
Companion J. R. McFee was elected Most Excellent Grand H igh Priest, and 

Companion J . P . Allmond, Grand Secretary.
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GEOBGIA.
We have before us the proceedings of this Grand Chapter for two years, 

’71 and ’72. The first was held on April 1st, 1871, Companion Moses E . Kel-
logg, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and representatives from forty  chap-
ters present.

The Grand H igh P riest says :
“ Companions—Another year with its freight of labors and cares—its gar-

lands of joys and pleasures—its cypress wreaths of affliction and mourning— 
has come and gone since last we m et in fraternal convocation around th is con-
secrated altar.

“  Which heart now before us has not borne its  own full burden of sorrows, 
and been blessed with rich gifts of heavenly joys ? To repeat th e  m ournful 
tale of each rone’s troubles would draw a sym pathetic tear from  the eye of 
every mason present, and to  recount the scenes of happiness would, doubt-
less, excite the liveliest appreciation in every com panion; but it  is not my 
province, on th is occasion, to list to the one or provoke the recital of the 
other, since each heart knows best its own sorrows, and can best appreciate 
its own blessings.

‘‘Institu tions, like individuals, are subject to  sudden variations of fortune. 
Now, the skies are all serene, and the brigh t rays of noontide splendor charm 
and invigorate.. Anon, thunder-clouds obscure the horizon, and portentous 
darkness settles down upon all th ings, but to  the mason these changes come 
and go like the ebbing and flowing of old ocean’s restless tide.

“  How thoroughly im pressed should we become of the frailty of all hum an 
efforts to  perpetuate our glory by the erection of fane, temple, or tower, when 
we remember th a t th e  magnificent structure of King Solomon stood less than 
the number of years allotted to the present generation! B etter m eet b e -
neath  the shade of some friendly oak—in the depths of some secret ravine— 
or on the summ it of some unprotected hill, with hearts  of true masons and 
the means of relieving the wants of the destitu te—than assemble in the lofty
halls of some frescoed tem ple w ithout means of charity and with hearts  of 
stone.”

Kesolutions repealing the seceding resolution, and comessing penitence for
the past unfilial conduct of the Grand Chapter of Georgia towards the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter, were offered, bu t they were eventually laid over to  the 
next annual Grand Convocation.

Companion M. E. Kellogg was again made Most Excellent G rand High 
P riest, and J. E m m ett Blackshear was re-elected Grand Secretary.

Companion Blackshear agpln reviewed the acts and doings of twenty-five 
Grand Chapters, Alabama le in g  among them , which he reviews m ost courte-
ously.

We regret th a t there is no report from  him in the proceedings for 1872. 
This convocation was held on 24th April, with 40 chapters represented.

The Most Excellent Grand High P riest him self gives us a summary of pro-*
ceedings in the different jurisdictions, and gives his reason for not naming; a, 
Comnaittee on Correspondence ;
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“ As no Committee on Foreign Correspondence 1 was appointed at the 

last annual convocation, th e  Grand Secretary recently addressed me a note, 
inquiring whether or not I  would have a report prepared and presented a t this 
convocation.

“  I t  is well known to some of you th a t, th ree years ago, the treasury  of the 
Grand Chapter was found to be bankrupt—th at, two years ago, it became nec-
essary to issue scrip for one-half the mileage of the m em bers—that, one year
ago, all new representatives were honored with an issue of the same cur-
rency—th a t some of these bondholders are still unable to  very clearly see the 
beauty or utility of th is cabalistic promise of th e  Grand Chapter ‘ to p a y  when 
in funds'—th at soon after the last annual convocation the Grand Secretary in-
formed me th a t there was not sufficient means in  th e  treasu ry  to  pay for 
p rin ting  your last Proceedings, and, if  prin ted, he m ust reso rt to  credit. 
These facts, taken in connection with a unanimous resolution of th is G rand 
Body in  1861, abolishing the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, induced 
me to reply in the negative. I f  you disapprove my action, you can order a 
committee to be raised with instructions to prepare a report in time to appear 
with your Proceedings.”

Which gives a gloomy picture of the finances of our sister. W ith a contin-
uation of th is care, however, she will soon emerge from her trouble, and the 
bondholders may soon be able “ clearly to see” the beauty of th e ir scrip.

We copy his reply to Companion Corson’s comments on his previous ad-
dress :

“ If th e  Companion supposed th a t I  m eant th a t becoming a m ember of a 
masonic body would, per se, without practicing its divine principles, entitle an 
initiate to claim th e  righ t to th e  Signet of T ru th , then  he has grossly misap-
prehended the general tenor of my addresses of 1870 and 1871. In  the one of 
1870 I  attem pted to show that, in  the wide-spread demoralization of society, 
masonry, being founded on the immutable principles of eternal T ru th , had 
been able to withstand all the rude shocks of revolution th a t have shattered  
kingdoms, em pires and republics—to peacefully m inister a t the altars of di-
vine T ru th , Science and Art, numbering am ongst its votaries some of the 
purest, most learned and pious of all ages—the consecrated instrum ent of God 
to  preserve in tact the Holy Book of the Law, at a crisis when all hum an insti-
tutions were unworthy of being en trusted  with the sacred treasu re—to with-
stand all the fierce upheavals of hum an passions, standing to-day a monu-
m ent of inspired wisdom. In my last address I  sought to supplement the 
form er by illustrating the necessity of every mason living up to the high and 
holy standard of being without spot or blemish ere he could reasonably claim 
to be invested with the Signet of T ru th . If such an offering be unacceptable
unto Deity, then I  have read in vain. I t  was the death of such a mason, and 
onlj such, that I  was holding up to view when I  used the language quoted and 
condemned in such strong term s. I had supposed th a t the fact of a man hav-
ing received all the degrees of masonry does not, per se, make him a mason, 
to be too bold a tru th  to require repetition. Does th e  Doctor claim th a t the 
phurch, per se, can save a single soul? If so, it m ust follow as a logical se-
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quence th a t it should saye all who become m em bers. And yet we read  th a t 
on a certain time ‘m any shall cry, Lord! L ord! in thy  name have we done 
many m ighty works.’ The response is too familiar to  require repetition. Mere 
professions, like metalic Signets of T ru th , will fail to  secure admission on th a t 
day—naught b u t T ru th will pass curren t. This, and this only, is what was
meant when I  claimed for freem asonry ‘ the resplendent ligh t of divine inspi-
ration with which God has invested it .’ ”

At th is convocation we find th e  following resolutions adopted :
“  Resolved, That the communication of the General Grand High P riest of 

th e General Grand Chapter of th e United States to th is Grand Chapter, invit-
ing a re tu rn  to  th a t body, has been received and read with m uch pleasure by 
th is Grand Chapter.

“  Resolved, T hat this Grand Chapter deems i t  inexpedient, at present, to  
comply with the request of th e  General Grand High Priest, and th a t the sub-
ject be postponed for fu tu re  consideration.”

Georgia has 61 chapters on th e  roll, b u t so many made no re tu rn s  th a t  i t  is  
impossible to  approximate to the num ber of m em bership.

Companion George W, Adams was elected Most Excellent Grand High 
Priest, th e Secretary remaining the same.

INDIANA.

This Grand Chapter was held on 18th October, 1871, th e re  being p resen t 
representatives of sixty-two subordinate chartered chapters, with those of 
five U. D., presided over by Most Excellent Bees J. Chesnutwood, Grand High 
P riest. From his address we extract as follows :

“  I  tru s t  we each feel tru ly  grateful to  th e  great I  A m  for his unbounded 
goodness and mercy, vouchsafed to us in conducting us thus far safely over 
th e rough paths of life, and perm itting us weary sojourners thus to m eet
once more in annual communication around our m ystic altar. May our f r a -
te rnal greetings be truly  sincere, and may we here, whilst surveying the past, 
learn how to select our designs fo r the fu ture , th a t all we do may be in ac-
cordance with the Divine command, and pass the scrutiny of the Grand Over-
seer’s square.

* * * * * *  * * * * *
“ I  have read with pleasure and satisfaction the proceedings of the follow-

ing Grand Chapters :
“ Alabama, at Montgomery, December 6, 1870. They elected Henry Clay

Arm strong, Grand High Priest, and Daniel Sayre, Grand Secretary.”
And a long list of others. Then—
“ This being all the Grand Chapters with which we are in correspondence, I  

believe, except New Ham pshire, Vermont and Texas, which, for some cause, 
have failed to forward their proceedings. Many of the above Grand Chapters 
speak in flattering term s of this Grand Body, b u t i t  is not expected, in th e  
time allotted me, th a t I  review their acts. This would occupy more time and
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space than  I  have a t p resen t, even had I  the ability to  do th e  subject justice. 
'They all with one accord agree th a t Capitular Masonry in their several ju ris-
dictions is on the increase, as i t  m ust, and will be, wherever true light and in-
form ation is dispensed.

“  Companions, we are living in a time when it may be well to sound a note 
o f alarm. The calm which we are now experiencing may be b u t the precur-
sor to the storm , for i t  is a well known fact th a t there are a t p resen t in  our 
land men, occupying positions of social and moral im portance, who are 
try ing  to sap the foundations of our g rea t moral edifice. From  this, I  appre-
hend, we have b u t little to fear. Our only cause for alarm is within ourselves.
A growing desire is manifest in our chapters to increase th e ir num ber, w ith-
out (I fear, in some instances,) a proper regard  to the quality of the m aterial 
used. Perm it me, then, to urge upon all subordinates the importance of
guard ing  wrell the portals of the sanctuary, and suffer none to enter b u t the 
worthy. Our streng th  does not consist in the quantity, but the quality of the 
m aterial.”

Our companions of Indiana came up nobly to the relief of our distressed 
and destitute brethren in Chicago, Manistee and Peshtigo, and while the whole 
world rung with the notes of sympathy for those of Chicago, they were not 
unm indful of the destitution  of those other localities.

Number of chapters on roll 85 ; num ber of m em bers reported  to  th is con-
vocation 3,757.

Most Excellent Companion Chesnutwood was again elected Grand High 
P riest, and Companion John  M. Bramwell, R ight Excellent Grand Secretary.

IOWA.

The Grand Annual Convocation of th is Grand Chapter was held on the 15th 
o f  October, 1871, R ight Excellent D. Baugh, Deputy Grand High Priest, pre-
siding, with representatives from 44 chartered  chapters and five U. D.

The Most Excellent Grand High P riest, Z. C. Luse, was deterred  from  a t-
tendance in  consequence of wounds o f a painful and serious nature, inflicted 
■by a “ bull of a breed noted for gentleness and good tem per,” bu t sent his ad-
dress, which was read by the Right Excellent Grand Secretary, and we copy :

Companions—In the kind providence of God we are again brought to an-
o ther mile-post in  our masonic pilgrimage. To few of us has the past year 
been one of unalloyed pleasure ; to  many its pathway has been indeed check-
ered with good and ill—to some the dark spots have seemed at times to cover 
alm ost the whole, while occasionally the sunlight breaking through the clouds 
has brightened them  until even the saddest have seemed almost to smile. To 
me, they have come as to others, some b rig h t and some dark, and now from 
th e  stillness of my room where for almost four montlis I  have been confined, 
and  where I  am now lying with a broken limb, I send you these few words of 
.greeting, praying your indulgence for my absence and the imperfection which 
m u st m ark  th is communication. That I have escaped with my life is to  me a
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source of profound satisfaction and thankfulness to  Heaven, though my re -
gret is deep th a t I  cannot be with you.”

The Grand Secretary, in his report, is p retty  severe on chapters not obey-
ing the edicts of the Grand Chapter, and from th is report we learn th a t his 
**barn-loft” had heretofore been the Grand Secretary’s office.

At th is convocation was adopted the following :
“ W h e r e a s , I t  is of importance to Royal Arch Masonry th a t its rites  and 

ceremonies should be uniform  the world over, and th a t Koyal Arch Masons 
should be in accord wherever dispersed ; and, whereas, the dissemination of 
the degrees of our system is greatly to be desired ; therefore,

“  Resolved. That we recognize the establishm ent of the Grand Mark Lodge 
o f England, of which th a t distinguished masonic scholar. Companion William 
Jam es Hughan, of Truro, England, is Provincial Grand Secretary, and extend 
to  it our cordial recognition, p ray ing for it  great success until such time as 
the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of England shall recognize and disseminate 
the degrees in practice among us.

“ Resolved, T hat the action had at the Grand Annual Convocation of 1868, 
requiring English mark m aster masons to be ‘ healed,’ be rescinded, they be-
ing hereby declared to be recognized as regular m ark m aster masons, and re -
ceivable into chapters in th is jurisdiction, when open in the degree of m ark 
m aster, on the same footing as those of our own obedience.

“  Resolved, That the interchange of Representatives with th e  Grand Mark 
Lodge of England is hereby authorized and invited.”

I t  was also resolved, as a general regulation, th a t—
‘‘ No companion shall be elected to the office of Grand High Priest, or 

Grand T reasurer, for more than one successive term .”
Which means, we suppose th a t he shah not be eligible to more than two 

term s, or one term  succeeding another, or one term  successive to another.
Among other votes of thanks, we find one to “  the proprietors of the Pacific 

House for reducing the per diem,v &c. We wonder when so good an example 
will be followed by the proprietors of houses in Montgomery ?

Sixty-five chapters are borne on the roll, having a membership of 2,772.
Companion E. A. Guilbert was made Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and 

Companion W. B. Langridge, Grand Secretary.
Companion U. D. Taylor again made the report on Correspondence, in his 

usual forcible and fluent style, giving Alabama among those reviewed.
After quoting the w^rds of our Grand High P riest reminding the High 

P riests of chapters of the edict of the Grand Chapter in reference to th e ex-
amination of candidates before advancement, he says :

“ W hat is  the use of holding schools of instruction, of the Grand High 
P riest’s annual visit to  almost every subordinate chapter to disseminate the 
work, while we still go^n  grinding out Royal Arch Masons who, when shoved 
out upon the masonic world as such, do not know the first rudim ents of our 
®<rt—in fact, know only, as one recently told me he, “ had been shoved th rough 
th e  Royal Arch ?”

“ Man is prone to laziness—especially intellectual laziness—more especially



1872.] APPENDIX. 43.
th e  masonic man—(N. B. This is not to  be put down as one of th e  seven wise 
sayings of Boston, nevertheless, our experience has proved it true ,) —and only 
by compelling said m an to learn the lectures, will said lectures be learned ; and 
until th is pourse is pursued in Iowa, few and far between will bright, well edu-
cated  Royal Arch masons be. No mason ever became a mason in deed and in 
tru th , unless he began at the beginning—which is the ritual.

“  (2d N. B. The above comes much nearer than N. B. No. 1.)”
And righ t well did he enjoy the vigilance of our committee on C hartered 

Chapters. Hear him  :
“  One th ing we see in the report from the committee on Chartered Chap-

ters, which we cannot resist noticing—it speaks so very well for Alabama. 
The committee find fault with one of the chapter re tu rns because—oh, Hawk-
eyes, especially ye who have served on such committees, guess what ?--------
because “ th e  seal was wrong side up ” ! Happy, happy, thrice happy Ala-
bam a.”

As another phase in the history of the General Grand Chapter, and for th e  
more complete inform ation of our companions, we copy the following from 
th e pen of Companion Langridge :

“ We believe th a t the tru e history of the organization of the General Grand 
Chapter has never yet been written, nor the principles which influenced it 
fully considered. Let us glance at it for a moment—want of time will prevent 
m ore th an  a mere glance.

“  Previous to 1798, the Royal Arch degree in the United Stages was a very 
different m atter from what it is now. Up to th a t time it  had been the com-
pletion of the M aster’s degree—,th a t is to say, D erm ott invented (or found 
and appropriated, which practically amounted to the same thing,) a certain 
ceremony, doubtless very brief and im perfect a t first, which he considered 
necessary to the completion of the teachings of that degree, (itself a com-
paratively new invention, and imperfectly developed,) and which was, in all 
probability, totally unknown to English masons previous to his exhibition of 
it. The innovation “ took,” and, in process of time, came to  be comparatively 
quite widely worked—worked, however, as a kind of “  side degree,” an honor-
arium  allowable only to Past Masters. Its  success soon led its “ p rom oters” 
to  desire for it a more extended scope and greater strength  than it  could have 
while confined to the few who had actifally passed the chair, especially among 
brethren  so slow as were the English masons of one hundred and fifty years 
ago to change the chairman of their “  c lu b ;” so a kind of sub-side'-degree 
was gotten up to avoid the original pretended landmark, and also save the
consistency of Grand Hierophant D erm o tt; those taking th e  so-called P ast 
M aster’s degree, however, being called on to pay a fee for the privilege of the 
sho rt cut-,

“  In  due time this system came to America. Webb, Fowle, Gleason & Co., 
were, ju s t then, or shortly  afterward, flourishing in New England, and, like 
tru e  Yankees, as soon as they laid eyes on a new invention, (new to them, 
however old elsewhere,) they went to  work to “ im prove” it. While one of 
them  added a ‘k tail-piece ” to the lecture of the th ird  degree, another got
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hold (probably via New Orleans and Baltimore, th rough the medium of tho
same Scottish Bite masons who introduced the Council degrees,) of th a t form  
of the Mark and Boyal Arch degrees in use among th e  French masons of the 
West Indies and Louisiana, and probably another made a Most Excellent Mas-
te r ’s degree out of whole cloth, while still another member of the firm manu-
factured  another bran new “ Order of High Priesthood,” and these they 
jointly Arranged into a system topped out with an improved Templar Order to  
follow after the. degrees.

“ They had the shrewdness to see th a t this system would hardly win a foot-
hold unless some special means were made use of to propagate it, nor did 
they, more than others, foresee th e  rapid  advance of our national, m aterial, 
and masonic growth ; so they proposed a revolution, namely, to  make all chap-
te rs  in New England independent of lodges, and to  join them  into a copart-
nership for propagating the system.

“ In  1806 th is had worked so well th a t the “ prom oters ” of the enterprise 
were sufficiently encouraged to extend their revolution over the whole United 
S tates, and to  claim as th e ir own the rig h t of eminent domain in all vacant 
territo ry . In  th is they struck a chord of popular feeling, as is shown by the 
fact th a t this righ t has been, by silence, at least, on the p art of all masons, 
even those in Pennsylvania and Virginia, allowed, and now, after almost sev-
enty years of undisputed yielding, with all the Grand Chapters b u t two “ ille-
gitimately begotten ,” according to Companion Hyneman, b u t begotten by a 
p arty  who went into th e  “ p atria rch al” (or m o n a rc h a l—the General Grand 
C hapter being epicene, the sex question is a little m ixed,) relation, for the ex- 
press purpose of raising th e  stalwart family now existing in some th irty  or 
forty  States of the Union, we subm it th a t it is now a little late in  the day to  
begin to find fault and ask for m arriage certificates.

“  We are willing to admit, th a t although Pennsylvania may be lawfully wed-
ded, and, like Sarah, proud, and ra ther than spoil the comparison, a little 
spiteful and a good deal jealous, while the General Grand Chapter, like Ha- 
gar, can only claim th e  honors of m aternity  with scarce the blessing of a 
hedge-priest on her union, yet, taking success as the criterion of the blessing 
of heaven on her honest endeavor to propagate the species, we can bu t think 
th a t she compares well with even pure, proud, virtuous, but childless Penn-
sylvania.

“ In  other words, and plain English*without comparison, tim e and general 
consent have healed the illegitimacy. B ut even if they had not, still obliga-
tions taken to  the General Grand Chapter being a m atter of individual con-
science, and masons being lovers of “  tru th  in th e  inward p arts ,” Bro. Hyne- 
raan’s argum ent of illegitimacy avails nothing. If  it did, it  would avail too 
much, being a two-edged sword which could be used by every disaffected ma-
son, as it  has always been by anti-masons, to justify  the loosening of ail obli-
gation and the breaking of every solemn vow.

“ But a great deaf of stress is laid on the “ illegal form ation of th e  General 
Grand Chapter ” in 1798 and 1806, for th e  action at these two meetings was 
p art of the formative stage of the cen tral body. We cannot see wherein 
th e re  was anything so unlawful, or even very irregular. The delegates of the
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various chapters in New England met, and did for their section wbat was a t '  
tem pted in Pennsylvania, bu t only from  State pride and jealousy of foreign 
interference prevented, namel)r, form ed a Grand Chapter. W hether th ere  
had been any agreem ent not to do any such thing, or any obligation assumed 
to support the various Grand Lodges as the only ruling head in masonry, can 
not, of course, be known, bu t taking what we know of such m atters by w rit-
ten  evidences which have come down to us, we do not th ink any such vows 
were assumed. If  not, where was the wrong done in  forming a new Grand 
Body outside of the Grand Lodge to take charge of degrees above the th ird , 
especially by those members of Grand Lodges in possession of those degrees 
over which no member of Grand Lodge, not in possession of chapter degrees, 
could have any control? To denounce th a t is akin to th a t o ther folly of de-
nouncing th e taking of side degrees, a th ing which every man has the righ t
to do, and which no more impairs masonic obligation than putting  in a b reast-
pin destroys the texture of a man’s shirt,

“  These representatives of certain New England chapters, then, formed a 
Grand Chapter, and the o ther chapters in New England, which were not rep-
resented  a t the formation, went in  afterwards. A few years later, and the 
body claimed to be formed lor the whole United States. Gradually, the one 
o r two chapters existing in the States, or the Grand Chapters in them, except-
ing Pennsylvania and Virginia, joined the organization. Royal Arch masons 
forming the first chapters in States took their organization, by a kind of com-
mon consent, from  th is general body, and obtained its permission to form  
State Grand Bodies ; not from any necessity, but because there  is in all men a 
kind of hero-worship, which makes a strong central body, or one even claim-
ing to be such, a good thing to be connected with, and because, in tim es be-
fore reports on foreign correspondence came into vogue, the uncertain claims 
of th e General Grand Chapter loomed up through the m ists of ignorance
m uch larger than they do now. So the same power th a t should establish all 
governm ents—the consent of the governed—legitim atized any irregularity  
th a t m ight have attached to the origin of th e central body, if any did.

“ But, as Companion Hyneman says, we shall rejoioe to see the General 
G rand Chapter pass quietly out of existence by its own act, and we do not 
know bu t th a t a sine die adjournm ent would be as good a way of accomplish-1 
ing it as any. We wish for this because it is a useless and expensive, and may 
become, a dangerous body, because itds inefficient for good, and its history 
is only remarkable for attem pted aggressions on the righ ts of subordinates i 
because its day of usefulness is p a s t ; and, in a word, it is out of date—super-
annuated. For this reason, and because masonic obligation is a reality, and 
therefore no power but itself can loosen the bonds holding the large m ajority
of Royal Arch masons to* its obedience, we desire to  see all who are of its 
family fully represented at its m eetings until the almost universally expressed 
desire fo” its  disbandment shall take the form of definite affirmative action to  
th a t end.”

“  ‘ Now what yer got to say, e h ? ’
“ We have given so much space to th is m atter we cannot copy any of th e

good things in  th is report, as we would like to  do.
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“  G. W. Merrill was elected Grand High P r ie s t; Grand Secretary re-elected.
“ Number of chapters 19 ; members 968.”
As we have no proceedings from New Jersey on our table, we will copy from  

Companion Taylor’s report a beautiful poem by Companion Corson.
“ Were we not Taylor, we would try to be Corson, ra ther than one of his de-

tractors. N. B.—The w riter of the above never saw Companion Corson, nor 
has Companion C. ever said or written one word, good or bad, of us, to our 
knowledge; but we love tru th , and justice, and downright, outspoken hon-
esty, and who ever saw a glum man honest from principle ? Or who ever saw 
a jolly, rotund corpus leading a mob? No, no ; go look on the rostrum  of any 
anti-masonic convention, one look at the cadaverous specimens of hum anity— 
he’s and she’s—is enough to make any good man bilious for a month. This
class of people have been called, in Arabian metaphor, the scourge of the 
dessert; always waiting, knife in hand, ready at any moment to assault th e  
best after-dinner joke or pun ; in the words of Milton,

“    they instead of fruit,
Chewed b itter ashes, which the offended taste*
With spatt’ring noise rejected.”

B ut why waste our time railing at them  in defense ? He who is impervious to  
the point of a good pun, is past the point of punishm ent. Out upon these
wit-whippers, these pun pun-ies, who would rejoice to see the whole pun-kin 
“ baked in a pie,” th a t they m ight cut them  u p ; such men, like th e  conse-
quences of small-pox, are to be pitied, fo r w hat they call a nuisance is in tru th  
a new sense to  our language.

“ So much has been said of Companion Corson’s ‘ doggerel,’ we m ust give 
room for the following beautiful poem with which he closes his re p o r t;

“ The way is dark my F a th e r! Cloud on cloud 
Is  gathering thickly o’er my head, and loud 
The thunders roar above me. See, I  stand 
Like one bewildered. Father, take my hand,

And through the gloom 
Lead safely home 

Thy ch ild !
“ The day goes fast, my F a th e r! and th e  night 

Is  drawing darkly down. My faithless sight 
Sees ghostly visions. Fears, a spectral band,
Encompass me. 0  F a th e r! take my hand,

And from the night 
Lead up to light

Thy child!
“ The way is long, my F a th e r! and my soul 

Longs for the re st and quiet of the g o a l;
While yet I  journey th rough  th is weary lahd,
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Keep me from  wandering. Father, take my hand 

Quickly, and stra ight 
Lead to heaven’s gate 

Thy child I
‘ ‘ The path  is rough, my Father 1 Many a thorn  

Has pierced m e ; and my weary feet, all torn 
And bleeding,"mark the way. Yet thy  command 
Bids me press forward. F ather, take my hand,

Then, safe and b lest,
Lead up to re st

Thy child!
“  The throng  is great, my F ather! Many a doubt 

And fear and danger compass me ab o u t;
And foes oppress me sore. I  cannot stand 
Or go alone. 0  F ather I take my hand,

And th rough the throng 
Lead safe along

Thy ch ild !
“ The cross is heavy, F a th e r! I  have borne 

I t  long, and still do bear it. Let my worn 
And fainting spirit rise to  that blest land 

W here crowns are given. Father, take my hand,
And, reaching down,
Lead to the crown 

Thy ch ild !
“ I f  I  do my duty, F a th e r ! if I  strive 

To live like T h ee ; may I  not drive 
All doubts and fears away ? May I  
Not hope to  join Thee, when I lie 

Me down to  rest,
Upon thy  breaBt 

Thy child!
“ B ut if  we manfully do our duty—if we live in  accordance with our profes-

sions—if we place our firm reliance upon the Lord of the tribe of Judah, all 
doubts will vanish, all fears will be dissipated, and our souls will be cheered, 
our hearts gladdened, and our spirits invigorated by th e  gracious answer to 
our earnest p ra y e r:

“ The way is dark, my child! bu t leads to light.
I  would not always have thee walk by sight.
My dealings now thou canst not understand.
I  m eant it  so ; b u t I  will take thy  hand,

And through  the gloom 
Lead safely home

My ch ild ! ”
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ILLINOIS.

The Twenty-second Annual Convocation was held on 6th  October, 1871, Most 
Excellent Companion Augustus A. Murray, Grand High P riest, in the east, 
with representatives from 125 subordinates.

I 'h e  Grand High P riest, in his address, says :
“ We stand before the world in  an im portant aspect. Intelligent, well- 

meaning men recognize in us and our noble frate rn ity  no second-rate moral 
power, and while croakers and fogies are content to live within the limits o f 
their own sordid and selfish aims and deeds, and to condemn whatever m ight 
help m ankind to  rise to b e tte r and nobler views of hum an life and destiny, 
th e  benedictions of the tru ly  wise and good re st on our noble and glorious 
work.

“ And why should they not ? Our banner floats on every breeze, bearing on 
its ample folds an influence sufficient to convince the wondering world th a t 
our motive is progress, growth, improvement, and th a t the welfare of an un-
divided and indivisible hum anity is our noble inspiration.

“  Under Him who presides in the Grand East, we feel encouraged to go on 
to even grander achievements th an those recorded in the past history of our
order.

“ With the m ost fertile soil in th e  world, the broadest prairies, the grandest 
commercial in terests, th e  best schools, and the indomitable spirit of Ameri-
can people, who are always rushing to th e  accomplishment of impossibilities, 
and solving problems before which the old world stands in dumb amazement, 
who can conceive of the glorious fu tu re th a t awaits us ?”

A num ber of companions petitioned for a dispensation, stating that they 
had  applied for the necessary recommendation from  neighboring chapters, 
which was granted, and immediately reconsidered and postponed. TheM.*. 
E.*,, after inquiry, becoming satisfied th a t a dispensation ought not to  be 
issued, declined it, and ordered the high priest of the chapter having the rec-
ommendation under consideration to  stop all fu rther act ion, and to “ expunge 
from the records so much as related to the petition for recommendation,” etc.

T hat he was righ t in not granting  a dispensation, for th a t is confided to his 
discretion, bu t to  order any portion of the records of a chapter to  be de-
stroyed is beyond his prerogative. Maybe we don’t know w hat is expunging, 
and we don’t believe we do.

Within th is jurisdiction are 145 chapters, with a m embership of 8,840. 
There are also 6 U. D., with 160 members, making, in all, 9,000 Royal Arch 
masons.

Companion J . H. Miles makes report on Correspondence, m aking very jud i-
cious selections from the proceedings of no less than 38 Grand Chapters, in-
cluding ours.

From his closing we copy :
“ And now, Companions, our task  is ended. Im perfect as it seems to  us, 

we leave it with you, trusting  it will receive from you th a t charity its m erits 
or demerits may demand.
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cc In  culling from the pages of the many and voluminous proceedings before 

us, we have endeavored to select th a t which would best in te rest the Royal 
C raft and advance the in terests  of Capitular Masonry in our jurisdiction, and 
if  we have at all succeeded it is well, and our reward is ample.”

To this same Companion as Grand Secretary our thanks are due for th e  
beautiful style of the pamphlet.

Companion James A. Hawley was made Most Excellent Grand High P riest, 
and Companion Jam es H. Miles, Grand Secretary.

KANSAS.

The Seventh Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on 17th 
October, 1871, the Most Excellent Deputy Grand High Priest, E. D. Hillyer, 
presiding, a t which there were present representatives from 14 chapters. The
Most Excellent Grand High P riest was absent, but his address was read by the 
D eputy G rand High Priest. In  this we find he says :

“ To ourow n grand jurisdiction the past year b rought nothing of special 
in te re s t; ordinary prosperity has followed our masonic tabors, and we have 
been exempt from those th ree grea t scourges of the hum an family—war, pes-
tilence and famine. Although we have not had the visible presence of the 
G r ea t  I  A m with us, as he manifested himself to  the Israelites when the She- 
kinah rested  above the mercy-seat, yet we have no more doubt th a t He has been 
with us, watched over and protected us ; although we have not heard  His 
voice as did tiie priests in  the ancient temple within the m ost holy place, when 
th e  Bathkol, from  between the Cherubim, announced the Divine pleasure, yet 
we have heard  th a t unfailing mentor which speaks so plainly to our con-
sciences, and informs us of His will, and thereby have we been directed to 
perform the obligations enjoined on us to keep inviolably th e  m ysteries un-
folded to us, and invariably to practice all those duties demanded of us.”

He ruled th a t a brother having taken the M. M., P. M. and M. E. M. degrees 
in  one jurisdiction, and having moved into and resided in another for a period 
of twelve m onths, then petitioning for the it. A. degree, presenting at the 
same time the consent of the chapter where he had been initiated, and being 
elected to receive, and receiving the R. A. degree, is a member of the chapter 
first acting on him. But the Committee on Jurisprudence differ with him, 
and declare th a t “ upon being duly exalted and complying with the by-laws, 
gains membership in  the chap ter,” which was declared to  be and made “ a 
standing regulation of.thir Grand Chapter.” We think th is is the opinion en-
tertained here.

Our Royal Craft seems to be in a prosperous condition in th is jurisdiction,
and exercising their powers for the encouragement of the righ t. This Grand 
Chapter suspended Companion F. A. Bettes, high priest of one of the subor-
dinates, from membership in his chapter.

There are within this jurisdiction twenty-seven chapters, with a m ember-
ship of 650.

4
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Companion E. D. Hillyer was made Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and

Companion E. T. Carr re-elected Grand Secretary.
Companion E. T. Carr makes the report on Correspondence, reviewing the 

proceedings from thirty-six Grand Chapters, among which we find ours.
We like what he says below, and therefore copy it, and also because it is 

the expression of our own sentim ents. Referring to  the recommendation of 
the Grand High P riest of Maine th a t the Grand Council be allowed to retain  
tlu  ir  clothing during their term , th a t when making official visits they might, 
be properly clothed, provided they gave bond for their safe re tu rn , he says : 

“ He suggests th a t it m ight be well to make some provision which would
enable the members of the Grand Council to re tain  possession of the insignia 
of their office in order th a t they m ight appear appropriately clothed in their 
official visits to  subordinate chapters, and to th a t end propf sea that they give 
a bond in a sufficient sum for the safe restoration of the clothing at the expi-
ration of th e ir term  of office. Good joke cn th e  Grand Council. Will our 
Companion give us the probable value of such a bond, or cite us to a case 
where a bro ther or companion, having become surety in such cases, was held 
personally liable by the failing of the party  to comply with his bo:.d? If  we 
had 110 confidence in the party, we should not place him where a bond would 
be necessary. If we do, and he fails to comply with his contract, are we to  
ask a compai ion to  make good our loss by the companion’s failure ? This 
may do iu the commercial transactions of the world, bu t i t  is not m asonry.’’ 

The report is exceedingly in teresting  throughout, b u t we have not time for 
fu rther extracts.

KENTUCKY,

The Fifty-sixth Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter wa3 held on 16th 
October, 1871, Most Excellent Grand High P riest Henry Bostwick, presiding. 
Representatives from 74 chartered chapters and 5 U. D. were present, but on 
th e  following day those from 7 others were admitted.

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest, in his address, say s:
“ On the subject of Uniformity of ‘ Work,’ I  would say, th a t while I  am? 

fully satisfied th a t the chapters are endeavoring to do * good work’ and true , 
I find great want of uniformity, and the difficulty seems to be, th a t no one
knows which is the correct work (this. Grand Chapter never having adopted 
any system of work) ; and my firm conviction h ,  th a t i t  will be impossible to  
have anything like uniform ity in the work of our chapters until th is G rand
Chapter adopts a system of work, and then employs one or more lecturers to  
visit the Chapters and exemplify the sam e.”

At this convocation it was
“  Resolved, T hat a select committee of three be appointed, to  report a t th e  

next annual convocation of this Grand Chapter, the best mode of having a 
uniformity of work in th e  chapters under this ju risd ic tion; and to report a 
system  of work.”



1872.] APPENDIX. 51
Companion J . P. Rascoe Mas elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and 

Companion Philip Swigert re-elected to his forty-eighth term  as Grand Secre-
tary.

There are 110 chartered chapters, with 8 U. D ., having reported 3,469 m em -
bers.

The Oorrespondence report was made by Companion Henderson, Grand 
Chaplain, reviewing the proceedings of 31 Grand Chapters in a very discrim i-
nating  and courteous manner, including those from  Alabama.

From it we take the following:
“  We have noticed th a t nearly every professional lecturer upon masonry in-

troduces into the work some legendary, dramatic, or rhetorical conceit of his 
own. The tem ptation is to appear to know som ething th a t the craft in gen-
eral do not know—to make a sensation by th e  introduction of something con-
sidered  very beautiful or startling. We, therefore, have been opposed to the 
system  of G rand L ectureship, believing, as we do, th a t it is th e  fruitful cause 
of interpolations, and th a t it introduces more errors, in  the shape of modern-
isms, into the work than  it eradicates.”

He discourses well on the preservation of th e  languageof the ritual, and 
believes th a t in  conveying the essence we should do i t  by th e  le tte r of m a-
sonry. But we will let him speak for h im self;

“  As every masonic idea has its own proper sign th a t expresses it better 
th an  any other can, we should seek to preserve uniformity of language as well 
as spirit. We are to teach masonry as we received it, and not as we have for-
gotten  and substitu ted  some words of our own. An interpolated word here 
and there, by one and another lecturer, would, in the course of time, entirely 
destroy the original text of masonic instruction.

“ In the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, we once heard  Dr. 
Breckinridge oppose a revised edition of the Scriptures, issued by the Ameri-
can Bible Society, in which had bee i elim inated some obsolete words, on the 
ground th a t the Bible is the anchorage ground of the English language, 
which ought to be preserved, as far as possible, from eclecticism, in its native
Anglo-Saxon simplicity.

“ This view, with others, prevailed, and the Bible Society had to abandon 
its action and cease publishing this edition, or lose the patronage of the Pres-
byterian Church.

“ Masonry is one of the agencies to preserve the purity  of the E iglish 
tongue, and the moment We begin to admit words of modern coinage, or of 
philological construction from foreign tongues, th a t moment we weigh anchor 
and set sail on uncertain seas, where a maelstrom may wait to engulph us.

“ The normal language of masonry is simple, and pure men of correct 
tastes  will admire the sublime simplicity of our ritual much more than when 
clothed in the meretricious rhetoric of every lectu rer who thinks he can beau-
tify  i t  by his own expurgations and substitu tions. No license to change 
should be allowed any one, or we will be at last confounded in a Babel of 
tongue^. We heard of an artis t who once took a pure white lily and sought
to  improve it by penciling on its petals the parti-colored fancies he had mixed
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on his pallet. He committed floral sacrilege, and violated the first principles 
of art, which is s tric t conformity to nature. Paint is good in its place, bu t 
not to improve flowers. ‘ Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like one 
of these.’ Moral tru th s  are g randest when clothed in severe attire . The 
adornm ents of a rt cannot add to the charms of tru th . :Let us continue m a-
sonry in th a t uncorrupted form  in which our fa thers taugh t i t—free from the 
garish decorations of the modern drama, and the high-sounding periods of 
bombastic oratory and poetry. We want no Johnsonianism  in m asonry, and 
naught of the spectacular style.”

One more extract, and we have finished. Some yer rs  since we recommended 
to  our Grand Chapter to  adopt the plan then  proposed in Wisconsin of requir-
ing the report on Correspondence to be printed and distributed among th e
members of the Grand Chapter, and have repeated the recommendation, bu t 
to  no purpose. Some of th e  Grand Chapters have followed Wisconsin, and 
our Companion gives strong reasons why this should be so ; hear him :

“ I t  is quite the custom in Grand Chapters to  receive the report on Foreign 
Correspondence by its title, and to dispense with its  reading. We have in a  
previous report expressed our dissent from  this practice. We hardly would 
trea t a friend’s le tter with such incivility, and our Foreign C orrespondents 
certainly ought not to be dismissed so unceremoniously. The object of th is  
repo rt is to  inform us of the views obtaining, and the decisions upon, ques-
tions of jurisprudence rendered, th a t we may learn wisdom and profit there-
by. If  read in Grand Chapter, it would be fru itfu l of suggestions, and cer-
tainly would be as much a m atter of in terest as o ther repo rts.”

LOUISIANA.

This Grand Chapter was opened in ample form , in Annual Convocation, on 
th e  13th day of February 1872, by Most Excellent Michel Eloi Girard, G rand 
High Priest. There appear to have been nine chapters present, who resolved 
th a t o thers in  certain  circumstances be allowed representation, which raised 
th e  num ber of chartered chapters represented to  sixteen, w ith three U. D.„ 
when the Most Excellent Grand High Priest proceeded to deliver his address, 
from which we make copious extracts. We are induced to do th is because the 
same subject has at times given us trouble, doubting, as we do, which course 
would be the proper one to ‘pursue whenever the question should arise. Yet 
we are inclined to agree with the M .\ E .\  in his opinion.

i : Ih a v e been called upon to decide b u t few questions, among them one
arising from  the interpretation of a portion of section 4, Article V, of the 
Constitution : W hether the recommendation required by th a t section to au-
thorize a chapter to receive the application for capitular degrees from an ap-
plicant who had been rejected  by another chapter, should be granted  upon a  
unanimous vote, or simply a m ajority vote of th e  chapter ; and, secondly, in 
what time after a refusal to  g ran t the recommendation, the applicant could 
renew his application for i t ; whether the six m onths prohibitory clause had 
any application to this case.



“  These questions arose evidently from the want of .explicitness in  th a t sec-
tion, leaving these points open to a difference of opinion and inviting discus-
sion. I t  affords us a practical illustration of the necessity of so fram ing our 
constitutional rules as to leave nothing to intendm ent.

“ I  held th a t the recommendation should only issue upon the unanim ous 
consent of the chapter, and th a t the application for the recommendation 
could be renewed at any time and before th e  expiration of six m onths.”

‘‘ In some jurisdictions unanimity is required, and in others a m ajority is 
declared sufficient. As a general rule, it may be- said th a t when a unanim ity 
is  not expressly required, it is understood th a t the majority should rule. But 
I  conceived th a t on this particular subject such a construction m ight lead to 
evil consequences. Bearing in mind th e  stringency of the landmark requ ir-
ing unanim ity to gain admission into a chapter, and, as a consequence, into 
the order, and impressed with the importance of m aintaining th a t law in all 
its  force and effect, I  was induced to hold th a t th e  recommendation should be 
granted  only upon the same vote th a t is required in cases of application for 
degrees or affiliation. Were it otherwise, the law of one negative ballot 
m ight be avoided and a bare majority substitu ted  in its  place by the rejected 
candidate applying to another chapter, where he would not be so well known, 
perhaps, and not likely to meet with any opposition, and upon a recommenda? 
tion issued from the rejecting chapter, notwithstanding the opposition of a 
num ber ot' the members thereof, he would be accepted in th a t other chapter, 
where he would receive the degrees and become a member of the order. The 
law of the ballot m ight thus be virtually, and, perhaps, purposely set aside, 
and m aterial declared unworthy by one chapter be accepted and worked up by 
another, through, perhaps, a reprehensible evasion of a salutary law.

“ Besides, what is the im port of a recommendation ? Doubtless, th a t the 
applicant is worthy, and as sucli entitled to favorable consideration. If  it be 
so, how could a chapter issue such recomm endation when the applicant 
stands upon th e ir record legally declared unworthy, and whilst some of the 
members consider him as such.

“  A single objection is sufficient to  arrest a candidate even after a favorable 
ballot, and another ballot may be ordered, for i t  is the spirit and intention of 
our law th a t unworthy m aterial be kept out, and it could not have been the 
intention of the fram ers of our constitution, or of the Grand Chapter in 
adopting th a t constitution, to afford refused m aterial opportunities of being 
taken in somewhere.

For these reasons, as the constitution was not explicit in this particular, 
and having no doubt that the order could not be injured by such a construc-
tion on my part, th a t would impede, ra ther th an  facilitate, the reception of 
m aterial declared unworthy, I  did not hesitate to say th a t the safest course 
would be to require for a recommendation the same unanimity as in cases of
application for degrees or affiliation.

“ If  you think th a t i t  ought to be otherwise, then it should be clearly ex 
pressed in the law.

“  The refusal to recommend should not be considered a rejection, however 
much it may partake of that character ; for one can only be said to have b e e n
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rejected when he has applied for degrees and been denied h is request. Al-
though a chapter should refuse to  recommend a rejected applicant to the fa-
vorable consideration of another chapter, still he may re-apply at once to the 
same chapter for the degrees, if the six m onths delay has. elapsed since his 
rejection, and he can certainly apply again and at any time for the recommend-
ation.”

We again give his views on a subject which agitated our Grand Lodge, and 
recommends a course almost identical with its action, but which was found
impracticable, and subsequently abandoned. We, however, copy as follows :

“ Your Committee on Revision of the Constitution and By-Laws will p resen t 
th e ir report, which should be carefully considered. There is a portion of our 
constitutional rules which, in my opinion, should be prepared with care, and I 
would call your attention to it speciallv: F irst, the subject of dismission, and 
th e  non-affiliation consequent therefrom . I t  certainly is the spirit of our laws 
th a t there should be no drones in our m idst, and still I  fear the different 
bodies are too willing to  allow companions to  discontinue their membership. 
Often the applicant for a dimit does not intend to  affiliate with any o ther 
chapter, and he only applies for a dimit to  withdraw, as he thinks, perhaps, 
not dishonorably, from the order. That is eminently wrong. I t is not in ac-
cordance with th e spirit of the ancient charge. ‘ Every bro ther ought to be-
long to one lodge'and be subject to its by-laws and general regu la tions/ (and 
I  th ink every companion ought to belong to one chapter, and be subject to  its  
by-laws and general regulations.) Sometimes, too, afte r having been dim it- 
ted, his application for affiliation is refused, and thus he may be unwittingly 
m ade to remain a non-affiliate.

“  Whilst we have legislated against non-affihation and endeavored to recall 
in to membership those who were out, we should have directed our efforts to  
re tain  those who are m em bers by not allowing any companion to  lose his 
m em bership in his chapter until he has been accepted a m ember in another. 
By enacting a by-law th a t a dimit will not have the effect of dissolving mem-
bership until the dim itted companion has been accepted a member by some 
o ther chapter, or th a t one dim itted, who has not applied for membership in  
some regular chapter for twelve m onths, should be considered as suspended, 
and reported as such, non-affiliation would be stopped at once, and it  is only 
by arresting  the evil th a t we may hope to ever see the last of craftsm en 
lounging about w ithout asking or receiving wages. I t  were much b ette r for 
the craft th a t those who have failed to appreciate the sublimity of the teach-
ings of our order, and have become desirous of being relieved of the noble 
duties of a m ason, should be also deprived of the rights of one, They should 
be cut off as dead branches and stand as suspended, and thus deprived of all 
righ ts , even masonic communication. W ithout some penalty affixed to con-
tinued non-affiliation, it m ust increase and become a sore evil not to be easily
cured.

“  I f  these views are correct, the practice of striking from t! e roll for non-
payment of dues m ust be wrong in principle. I t  may and does afford the 
chapter some relief, as it has no contribution to make to the Grand Chapter 
or the delinquent m ember ; b u t it also has the bad effect of increasing the
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num ber of loungers, without any adequate good result. The member stricken 
from  the roll rem ains in good standing, since he is not suspended, he may 
no t even have been reprim anded, and is, therefore, still entitled to  all the 
righ ts  of a Royal Arch mason, w ithout having to  bear any of the burdens. 
T here is another subject which deserves some attention . A Royal Arch ma-
son, who is suspended or expelled by the lodge of which he is a member, is 
thereby  considered as suspended or expelled from the chapter, and there 
should be some mode provided for notifying th e  several chapters ot th a t sus-
pension or expulsion by the lodge. Some official notice of it should be given 
to the chapter by a certificate issued by th e  secretary of the lodge, and the 
inform ation could then be transm itted  by the secretary of the chapter to  the 
Grand Secretary, who would repo rt it in his monthly reports to the constitu-
en t chapters, and thus the Royal Arch Craft generally would be advised of it.”

The officers of the Grand Chapter were all re-elected.
Thirty-seven chapters in the jurisdiction, having membership of 1,576.
The report on Correspondence is again from  the pen of Companion Horner, 

and in his usual racy style he reviews the proceedings of 34 Grand Chapters. 
We are surprised that among these we do not find ours. This astonishes u s , 
as we are so near, and communication is so ready and easy.

In his review of Florida  we think he strikes righ t boldly and properly at one 
of the fancies of Companion Carutli, as follows :

“ The views expressed in the report are generally sound, bu t we m ust dis-
sent from the proposition th a t masonic or any o ther kind of temperance 
means to tal abstinence; the term s are by no means synonymous, and none of 
th e  masonic sages of either ancient or modern times, from Solomon down, 
ever taug h t such a lesson, and to preach such a doctrine is casting a slur 
upon more than a majority of our best and ablest b re th re n ; neither can we 
find any precedent for the position assumed th a t the business of selling spir-
ituous liquors is unmasonic and inhuman. Masonry has her mission, and that 
mission does not include the prosecution of a fanatical crusade in the cause of 
to ta l abstinence, and an a ttem pt to draw masonry from her own path  of use-
fu lness m ust necessarily always have a detrim ental result. L et our Florida 
companions prescribe, each for himself, his course of conduct, and walk up-
rightly in his proper station before God and man, and bear ever in mind th a t
great commandment, “  mind thy own business,” and they will find th a t the 
fraternity  is not injured by refraining from dictating to its votaries what and 
how m uch they shall eat, drink, and sell. “ Our duty to ourselves ” requires
th a t “  no man or body of m en ” shall in terfere with our private m atters, so 
th a t they offend no one, and we have no notion of having the “ Blue Laws” 
revived in our Masonic Temple. Nor can we be frightened from our position
by the Companion calling th is “ an apology for the rum seller,” as he stigm a-
tizes some of th e  dissenting opinions of o ther reporters, bu t i t  is a p ro test 
against th e  prostitu tion  of masonry to purposes foreign to its o bjects; against 
the uncharitable, erroneous and false in terpretation  of one of our great ma-
sonic v irtues; and against the would-be fanatical, uncalled for, and almost 
im pertinent interference with the private affairs of individuals, which is rep -
robated by all our teachings.”
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We would like to  clip more, b u t fear to  flatter our friend at th e  expense of 

your patience. %
MAINE.

The Annual Convocation of th is Grand Chapter was held on May 7th, 1872, 
Most Excellent Stephen J . Young, Grand High P riest, presiding, and repre-
sentatives from  every chapter within the jurisdiction—85. W hat an admirable 
exam ple!

The address of the Most Excellent Grand High P riest is strictly  confined to  
business, and from it we make the following e x tra c t:

“ I  have made b u t one decision which is new to  masonic law in this jurisdic-
tion, and I  herewith subm it it for the consideration of the Grand Chapter.

“ An officer is legally elected and presents him self for installation, when a 
companion objects to his installation on account of h is bad m oral character. 
Can he be installed ?.

“ Ans. He cannot be installed until the charges are investigated and refuted.
T he objection of one companion, if found valid, is sufficient to  prevent th e  
installation of any officer of a chapter.”

And we also, in th is place, copy the report of the committee to  whom th is 
portion of the address was referred, which was adopted :

“ The committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to which was referred  the de-
cision of the Grand High P riest in relation to objections to the installation of 
an officer, ask leave to  report, th a t the same is undoubtedly correct, and 
should be approved.

“As the question is a new one in th is jurisdiction, th e  committee deem i t  
proper to make a more detailed statem ent of th e  law bearing upon it.

“ When objections are made by a member of a chapter to the installation of
an officer, elect or appointed in such chapter, the installing officer should a t 
once require the reasons for such objection. I f  the reasons are not given, or 
are deemed by him insufficient, if sustained, he should proceed with the in-
stallation. If  the reasons given are deemed sufficient, the installing officer 
should fix a time and place for a hearing, and notify the parties and hear them . 
If, upon such hearing, th e  objections are sustained in his opinion, he should 
so notify the parties, forbidding the installation, and a new election should be 
ordered. This ends th e  m atter, unless an appeal is taken. I f  the installing 
officer is not the Grand High Priest, either party  may appeal to  him , and h is  
decision is final.

“ If the Grand High P riest investigates the m atter End sustains th e  objec-
tions, w hether originally or on appeal, his order in the prem ises should be 
entered of record in the chapter, and th a t vacates the election, and it is no 
longer of any more force than if i t  had never taken place, and his decision is  
final, and from  it th ere  is no appeal. If the objections are not sustained by 
him, th e  officer should of course be installed.

T im o t h y J. M u r r a y ,
JOSIAH H . DlUJMMON'D,
D a v id  C a r g i l l ,

Committee .*
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The Correspondence is from the pen of one of our ablest reporters, who 

has closely studied masonic history and jurisprudence, and whose judgm ent is 
as sound as his knowledge is extensive. In  it he reviews the proceedings of 
■the General Grand Chapter and 38 Grand Chapters. Alabama is of th e  num -
b er, and to your reporter he devotes a considerable space, or ra th er to  the 
question of the position occupied by Alabama in relation to the General G rand 
Chapter. We do not intend to  enter into any controversy on this subject. 
We gave the reasons th a t actuated us previously, but we are frank to state 
th a t those which controlled our judgm ent then do not exist now, and th a t the 
objections to the General Grand Body which were to  us then param ount, have 
alm ost entirely been removed. If Companion Drummond will recollect, 
ou r g reat objection to entering the family was because of the evident want of 
harmony among its members. This appears to have been dispelled, and steps 
taken to render many of the previously entertained apprehensions for the 
fu tu re  groundless. We now give our companion’s whole a r tic le :

“ Companion P. J , Pillans presented the report on Correspondence (55 
pages). In  his review of Arkansas, while adm itting th a t suspension for un- 
masonic conduct in the lodge suspends in the chapter, he doubts whether
restoration  by the lodge restores to membership in the chapter.

“ He discusses the General Grand Chapter, b u t does not reply to our ques-
tions of last year. He’s tarts  by asking, “ B ut whence did the General Grand 
Chapter derive its powers ?” and answers i t  as follows : “ From those certainly 
who constituted i t—the State Grand C hapters.” He founds liis remaining 
argum ent upon this. I t  is evident that he is entirely in  error, and we ask him 
to examine the Compendium of the Proceedings of the General Grand Chap-
ter. He will find th a t, as we have been telling him, he reverses th e  facts. 
T he General Grand Chapter was not created by State Grand Chapters, but it  
antedates every one of them which are its constituents, and every one of them 
was created by its authority and under its constitution.

* * Let us examine its history briefly. Delegates from  the subordinate chap-
te rs  of several States m et January 24, 1798, and formed a Grand Chapter for 
th e  N orthern States. I t  was-provided in its constitution th a t there should be 
in  each of the States within its jurisdiction, a Deputy Grand Chapter, consist-
ing of a Deputy Grand High P riest, King, Scribe, &c., who should be the rep-
resentatives of their Deputy Grand Chapter in the Grand Chapter. Accord-
ingly, “ agreeably to  the sixth article of the constitution of the Grand Chapter 
of the N orthern States of America,” the representatives of the chapters in 
New York m et March 14, 1798, and organized the Deputy Grand C hapter o f 
New York. In  the same manner, on the twelfth of June, 1798, the Deputy 
G rand Chapter of M assachusetts was organized ; the same thing was done in 
Bkode Island in March, 1797, and in Connecticut May 17, 17D8. There were 
no other Grand Chapters in the country, save one in Pennsylvania appended 
to , and under the control of the Grand Lodge. I t  has, however, recently 
been discovered th a t one had been formed in Maryland, but how, it  is not 
known, as none of the records have been found.

•“ On January  9,1799, the Grand Chapter of the N orthern States m et, having 
under it the four Deputy Grand Chapters above named, being all there then
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were in the country. I t  then  amended its constitution, taking the name of 
the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter for the N orthern States, and pro ided 
that the Deputy Grand Chapters should in fu tu re  be styled “ State Grand 
Chapters.” ^n d they were granted power to issue w arrants for new chapters 
in their several jurisdictions, except th a t (until Grand Chapters should be 
form ed therein,) Vermont wa* placed under the jurisdiction of New York, and 
New Hampshire under th a t of M assachusetts. Subordinate chapters when
constituted were required to conform, “ in all their doings, to the constitution 
of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter.” In  1804 th e  Grand Chapter of 
Verm ont was formed under th is authority.

In  1806 the General Grand Chapter m et again, all the Grand Chapters then  
existing (excepting the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania, which had not then 
become independent, but was still governed by the Grand Lodge,) being rep -
resented, and amended its constitution by changing its name to the General 
Grand Chapter of ihe Unired States, and giving to State Grand Chapters the 
power to issue w arrants for new chapters in their several jurisdictions, and
reseiving to itself the sole power to issue them for chapters in  any State in 
which there was not a Grand Chapter. I t  also provided that when th ree chap-
ters had been formed in any State under that constitution, a Grand Chapter 
m ight be formed therein with the approbation of one of the first four General 
Grand officers, in one year alter the establishm ent of the junior chapter in the 
State. Two dispensations (one for South Carolina and one for Georgeia,) 
having been issued by the General Grand officers, they were confirmed by the 
General G rand Chapter.

‘ I t was fu rther provided th a t every officer on his installation, and every
candidate on his admission, should take the following obligation : ‘ I , A. B., do 
prom ise and swear, th a t I  will support and m aintain the General Grand Royal 
Arch Constitution ’

“ I t  next m et in  1816. The Grand Chapter of Maryland had then been re -
organized and was adm itted under the authority  of the General Grand Chap-
te r ; the Grand Chapter of Virginia had been formed by chapters appendant 
to  lodges, and has remained independent ever s ince; and the Grand Chapter 
of South Carolina had been formed under its authority by chapters chartered 
by it.

“ I t  next m et in 1819. The Grand Chapters of Kentucky, Ohio and New 
H am pshire had then been formed under its authority  and were adm itted to 
representation.

“ I t  next m et in 1826. The Grand Chapters of Maine, Georgia, North Carolina, 
Alabama, Tennessee, New Jersey and the D istrict of Columbia had been 
form ed in accordance with its constitution and under its authority, and, most 
of them , by chapters chartered  directly by it. No o ther Grand Chapter was 
formed., except as hereinafter stated, till 1845 ; and in the meantime the Grand 
Chapters of Vermont, New Jersey , D istrict of Columbia, North Carolina and 
Georgia had succumbed to the anti-masonic storm , and only one (Georgia in
1841) had been reorganized. B ut the General Grand Chapter had held its 
regular convocations.

“ Now, Companion Pillans, does not th is history completely dispose of your
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argum ent th a t the State Grand Chapters are the parents of the General Grand 
C h a p e r ?

“ But we are not yet done with you. We have given the general history, 
and we now propose to make an application to Alabama in particular. We 
have stated th a t the Grand Chapter of Alabama was formed in 1823. An a t-
tem pt was made to do so. Four chapters had been chartered by the General 
Grand High Priest. A meeting was called for May 19, 1823, but there was a 
disagreement as to  the tim e and place, and only two chapters were repre-
sen ted ; on the 21st, no delegate from the other two had arrived, but a consti-
tu tion  was adopted, and on the next day a Grand Chapter was organized ; 
whether more than two chapters were then represented does not appear, but
as the junior chapter was not a year old, the General Grand Chapter, in 1826, 
decided th a t the action was void, and the Grand Chapter could not be recog-
nized.

“ It, however, confirmed the charters which had been issued by that Grand 
Chapter, authorized and recommended the four chapters created by itself to 
form  a Grand Chapter at an early day. Accordingly the delegates from those 
fou r chapters m et June 2, 1827, and formed a Grand Chapter, which m et reg-
ularly till 1830, but then susoended. On Dec. 8, 1837, the representatives of 
the chapters then working in Alabama m et and adopted the following resolu-
tion :

“ ‘Resolved, That the representatives of the several chapters, now present, 
proceed to form a Grand Royal Arch Chapter according to the provisions o f the 
General Grand Royal Arch C hapter o f the United States, the form er Grand 
Chapter of this State having failed to hold its constitutional meetings for ihe
last seven years.’

“  And in accordance therewith organized the Grand Chapter.
“  For more than th irty  years every officer a t his installation, and every can-

didate a t bis admission, in Alabama, took a solemn obligation to support and 
m aintain the constitution of the General Grand Chapter as the supreme gov-
erning body in the Un ted States : the constitution of the Grand Chapter de-
clared that i t  was under the jurisdiction ot' the General Grand Chapter, and 
adopted the constitution of ihe la tter as a part of itself. In  December, 1860, 
a  revised constitution containing the same provisions was reported, received, 
and in accordance with the requirem ents in amending the constitution, en-
tered  on the m inutes, published with the Proceedings, and laid over to the 
next Convocation for action, when it purports to have been unanimously 
adopted. But a t th a t same Convocation (1861) the following resolution was 
adopted with but one dissenting vote :

“ ‘Resolved, That the connection subsisting between the Grand Chapter of 
Alabama and the General Grand Chapter of the United States be and the same 
is hereby d ssolved.’

“ This seems to be an attem pt to amend the constitution by simple resolu-
tion ; but it may be th a t th e re v h e d  constitution was amended accordingly 
and unanimously adopted, without lying over one year , as the coyistitutiou it-
self required It we look to the validity of the proceedings, either horn of the 
dilemma would seem to be fatal to  them . But we do not mention th is to make
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a point of it. We desire to ask Companion Pillans if  this action was consist-
en t with the obligations which he and his associates have many tim es taken in 
relation to  the General Grand Chapter. I t  was taken in dark and troublous 
tim es, but now it can be examined in the light of history and in th e  absence 
of the terrible excitement attending its adoption. Can it be sustained? I f  
not, we know our Alabama companions too well to argue th a t if it cannot be 
on the score of duty, considerations of policy and usefulness do not have a 
feather’s weight.

“ We call upon our Companion to point out, if he can, a single erro r in our 
historical s ta tem en t; and if he cannot, to  answer the question squarely, 
whether the General Grand Chapter is not the parent of th e  Grand Chapters ; 
and if it is, w hether the jurisdiction it has over them  can be thrown off by 
them  without its co n sen t; and whether we can thus be absolved from the ob-
ligations we have voluntarily taken to support it.

“  We have devoted this space to th is question to  dispose of i t  once for all, 
and because Companion Pillans invited this discussion by taking issue with us 
in  a form er report, and m aintaining th a t the State Grand Chapters consti-
tu ted  the General Grand Chapter, as he does in the report now under review.” 

We sincerely reg re t to see the attack made by Companion Mason, D. C., on
Companion Drummond, but still more the exhibition of ill tem per by th e  la t-
te r, and the announcement th a t the form er had been making statem ents of 
him which are “ not true.” ’Twere b etter to have passed the m atter in si-
lence.

On th e  subject of dispensations he says :
“  The granting  of dispensations for new lodges is comparatively a modern 

practice. Form erly chapters were granted  by the Grand M aster. The char-
ters of Portland Lodge, granted, one in 1762 (under which no organization 
was effected), and' one ii. 1769, were granted  by the Provincial Grand Masters, 
and they confer all th e  powers of modern charters. In  fact, Portland Lodge 
is still working under the 1769 charter. Webb makes no mention of lodges 
U. D. in h is editions of 1797 or 1802. In  them  he states th a t a new lodge c'an 
be formed only under a charter granted upon application to the Grand Lodge. 
In  his edition of 1805, he says :

“ ‘I f  th e  petition meets the approbation of the Grand Lodge, they generally 
order a dispensation to be issued, which is signed by the Grand or Deputy 
Grand Master, and authorizes the petitioners to assemble, as a legal lodge, for 
a  certain specified term  of time.

“  ‘In  some jurisdictions the Grand and Deputy Grand M asters, respectively, 
are invested with authority  to g ran t dispensations a t pleasure during the re-
cess of the Grand Lodge ; in others, they are never iosued w ithout the special 
direction of th e  Grand Lodge.’

“ We have looked into the early proceedings of some of the older of the 
Grand Lodges, bu t have not been able to discover the origin of dispensations. 
In  New Jersey, lodges were invariably created by charter till long after 1805, 
but we find in the constitution of 1790 the following :

“  ‘I t  is the prerogative of the Grand Lodge, and the Right W orshipful Grand
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M aster has full power and authority, when the Grand Lodge is duly assem-
bled, to make, or cause to be made in his Worship’s presence, masons at 
sight, and such making is good ; but they cannot be made out of his presence 
w ithout his written dispensation for th a t purpose ; nor is any warranted lodge 
obliged to receive any of the persons so made as members, except by vote and 
with the full consent of the body of such lodge. But the Right Worshipful 
Grand Master, with the authority of the Grand Lodge, may gran t them  a war-
ran t and form them  into a new lodge.’

“ We find no express authority  in the early constitutions of the Grand Lodge 
o f New Hampshire, but it is declared in 1803 th a t no lodge can be holden in 
th a t State without first having obtained a w arrant or dispensation from th e  
Grand Master or the Grand Lodge.

“ The constitutions of the Grand Lodge of M assachusetts, as late as 1811, 
give no authority, unless it is contained in the declaration, th a t th e  Grand 
M aster has all the powers and prerogatives conferred by the ancient constitu-
tions and the usages and landmarks of th e  craft.
, “ In th e  Massachusetts ‘ Book of Constitutions,’ published in 1792, in  the 
form s of constituting a new lodge, it is stated  that on the presentation of a 
petition for a new lodge, the Grand M aster ‘ g ran ts a dispensation authoriz-
ing the brethren specified in th e  petition to assemble as masons for forty 
days, or until such time as a constitution can be granted by command of th e
Grand Lodge, or th a t authority be recalled.’ I t  is fu rther said th a t the trans-
actions are c equally valid for the time being with those of a regular constitu-
ted lodge, provided they are afterwards approved 'by the brethren at the time o f
constitution,’

“ In the edition of th e  Constitutions published in 1798, all allusions to 
lodges U. D. are omitted, and the only m ethod given for forming a new lodge
is by petition to the Grand Lodge.

“ The power to issue dispensations to form  new lodges was n o t expressly 
given in ihe constitutions of the Grand Lodge of Maine till since 1844.

• “ The constitution of the General Grand Chapter gave the power to issue 
w arrants up to 1829, when the language was changed to ‘dispensations and 
charters’ ; th is continued till 1844, when their power was limited to the issue 
of dispensations.”

“ The form of dispensations authorizes upon its  face the conferring of the 
degrees ; hence, inasm uch as they are of recent origin, they confer no further
powers. T hat it is  in the power of any Grand Body to  vary their form  and 
give greater powers, seems questionable. We believe th a t they should be em-
powered to do for the time beiQg all th a t a regularly chartered  body may do, 
except such th ings as are necessarily incident to  constitution under a 
ch arter.”

In consequence of some rem arks which we copied in  relation to a difficulty 
between the Grand Chapter of Scotland and the Grand Lodge of Mark Masters 
in England, we extract from  Companion Drummond’s report the following:

“ GRAND LODGE OF MARK MASTER MASONS O F ENGLAND,

“ We have already referred  to this b ody ; but as the m atter will require th e
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action of onr Grand Chapter a t an early day, we give a fuller statem ent of its 
origin and organization.

“ From  time immemorial the Mark degree has been worked in England. At 
th e union of the two craft Grand Lodges in 1813, the Mark degree was ex-
cluded from the system then adopted. But it continued to be worked exten-
sively, the lodges being held under immemorial constitution derived from  the 
old Athol York Grand Lodge. But there was no governing body in the coun-
try. The Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter ignored it. I t  was a necessary 
qualification to the Royal Arch in America. Much confusion naturally arose. 
An effort was made in  1855 to obtain its recognition, as a separate degree from  
the Grand Lodge of England, but it failed.

“ Thereupon certain brethren  applied to the Supreme Grand Chapter of 
Scotland for charters, under the authority  of which they founded lodges in 
England. The “ time immemorial ” lodges in England did not approve of th is, 
and in June, 185G, th ree of them united and formed a Grand Mark Lodge for 
England. This movement caused the warm expression of a desire for a gen-
eral union of all the Marx Blasters in England under one head, and a m eeting v 
was held Blay 30, 1857, of representatives from  all existing Mark Lodges in 
England, wherever they could be found. In  1858 the lodges holding under 
the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland gave in their adhesion. Ten “ time 
im m em orial’’ lodges and seven Scottish lodges acknowledge the supremacy o f 
the new Grand Lodge.

“ I t is understood that now every lodge or body conferring the degree of 
Mark Master in England holds under its  authority. I t  has been recognized 
by the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland, which had granted  their charters 
to seven of its constituents.

“ W hether the original organization of this Grand Lodge by only three 
lodges, when there were at least five times th a t number in existence in E ng . 
land, was masonically regular, so th a t its exclusive authority in that country 
would have been sustained, has now become of i;o consequence, inasmuch as 
all the lodges have voluntarily given in their adhesion to it. Wo are clearly of 
opinion that it is the legitimate supreme masonic authority  over the Mark de-
gree in England, and th a t all M ark Master Masons made in England under its 
authority, or recognized by it  as regular, are entitled to recognition as such 
everywhere.

“ Some Grund Chapters have exchanged representatives with it, but we are 
not prepared to advise th is Grand Chapter to do so. Recognition does not 
necessarily imply exchange of representatives. This Grand Chapter recog-
nizes the Grand Lodge of Blaine as the supreme masonic authority  over craft 
masonry in this jurisdiction, and the Grand Lodges of the o ther States as su-
prem e in the same m anner in their respective jurisdictions ; but an exchange 
of representatives would be universally deemed absurd. This case is not ab-
solutely parallel, it  is true, because the Grand Lodges do not recognize the 
Grand Chapters ; b u t the difference in  grade seems to us a sufficient reason 
for not exchanging representatives. However, if, upon fu rther consideration, 
i t  is deemed proper to exchange representatives, it may be done, there being 
no necessity for finally deciding th a t question at the present tim e.”
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Companion Drummond having been made General Grand High P riest, (and 

none is worthier to receive th is high honor,) retires from the position so ably 
filled by him for eight years ; and we confess to  sorrow, for to him have we 
looked for knowledge and advice. May he, however, enjoy the elevated posi-
tion to  which he has been called, and if possible heal th e  bruises of th is Gen-
eral Grand Body.

Companion John W. Ballou was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 
and Companion Ira  Berry again Grand Secretary.

MASSACHUSETTS.

The proceedings for 1871 are before us, containing an account of the Quar-
terly  Convocations, and the Annual Convocation held on the 13th December,
1870. At the several Quarterly Convocations nothing of general in terest 
transpired, save the granting  dispensations for new chapters The Mo-t Ex-
cellent Grand High P riest, Henry Chickering, however, in his address to the 
Annual Convocation, says t

“ The past year has been one of almost uninterrupted prosperi'y throughout 
our jurisdiction, and we have the m ost abundant cause for thankfulness for 
the harmony th a t has prevailed, and for the steady growth and progress of 
our order in every p art of the State.”

And again, what is equally true of other jurisdictions as of hip own :
“ I t is unquestionably true th a t in some localities, in years past, the chapter 

has been used as a sort of stopping stone to other degrees and orders. Many, 
I fear, have taken the chapter degrees for the mere purpose of complying 
with the legal requirem ent for advancement, while the internal requirements 
and proficiency have been lost sigh t o f ; and such having never fe lt any real 
in terest in the chapter work, ritual, and lectures, have neglected, and almost 
or quite deserted our meetings I fear that in some cases, a t least, th is idea
of the chapter as a stepping-stone has been too common, and th a t out of it 
has grown a somewhat careless execution of the chapter work and r i tu a l ; and 
th a t the beauties and moral teachings of these sublime degrees have not been 
sufficiently studied and under-tood. In  my visits to the chapters, I  have tried 
to impress on the minds of th e ir members, as I  would on each of yours to-
n ight, the im portance of studying these degrees till we each understand and
feel th e ir meaning, and see their beauty and force; and then shall we impress 
them upon the candidates. Work, to be impressive and effective, m ust be fe lt 
by those pei’forming it, and though a careful adherence to the ritual is impor-
tan t, an impressive rendering of it is certainly no less so. The chapters are 
beginning to feel th is as they never felt it before, and have made vast improve-
m ent ; but it cannot be too often or too deeply im pressed on all our minds. 
And not only m ust i t  be felt and understood by the officers, but the most 
effective and impressive work,—and in fact, any th a t we ought to be satisfied 
w ith,—will be in those chapters whose members, each and all, have studied 
and comprehended its meaning and its teachings. When they do, instead of 
for instance—a senseless shuffling of feet, on certain occasions, there will be
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an appropriate conversation, full of meaning to all, and conveying to the mind 
of the candidate an intelligence which will do much to make him understand
and comprehend the ceremonies th rough which he is passing.”

He alludes to  a custom prevailing in th a t jurisdiction, which does not p re-
vail here, of doing business in any degree, and recommends th a t it be ordered 
th a t in the R. A. degree alone 6hall business be transacted. This, however, 
th e  Grand Chapter refused to  indorse.

Companion Chickering was unanimously elected Most Excellent Grand High
Priest, and Companion Alfred F. Chapman was elected Grand Secretary, vice 
Companion Thomas Waterman.

Companion John W. Dadmuu made the report on Correspondence, reviewing
forty-five volumes of proceedings, among which we find those of Alabama for 
1869. Of course we come in for a good share of notice, because of our aver-
sion heretofore to the General Grand Chapter. But as we have had our say,
wo are done, and having a p retty  thick hide, can stand any quantity of pound-
ing. We don’t like it to be said th a t what we wrote was unmasonic, but we 
can’t control the sentim ents of others, and don’t intend to try to.

We give below his views on a subject which has been written about a g reat 
deal, though th e  other view is generally given ;

“ W ithout attem pting a defense of Companion Corscn—for we think he is
“ big enough” to take care of himself—we would respectfully ask if an appli-
cant for th e  degrees in  Chapter Masonry is an “  outsider” ? When th is  ques-
tion is properly settled, it will settle many others th a t have been raised in the 
discussion of th is  subject. All candidates for the chapter degrees belong to  
th e  brotherhood of masons, and net to the profane. They have taken the 
first three degrees which are the foundation, aye, the chief corner stone of all
th e  degrees m freemasonry. They have claims on every master mason, which 
he is bound to respect while they are in good standing in the fraternity. In  a 
word, th is is a fa m ily  m atter,—we are brethren. Now, when a brother applies 
to  the chapter for the degrees, he expects th a t ail the members will exercise 
their righ ts under th e‘secret ballot. He is balloted for, and admitted. He is 
informed of th a t fact, and notified to appear and receive th e  first degree. A 
member of the chapter comes forward and objects. T hat objection is not a 
seo'et ballot, it is an open, negative ballot, and the objector should be required 
to see the applicant and try  to have the grounds of the objection removed, or 
make them known to th e chapter, th a t they m ight judge between their b re th -
ren. Masonic obligations set too lightly on a great many of our b rethren  at 
the present day. We talk about “  unsea tin g ” a member in the chapter. I f  a 
companion cannot sit with a brother in  the chapter, how can he sit with him 
in the lodge ?”

There are many o ther good things in th is report, bu t there are others, and 
we m ust reserve some space fo r them .

After writiug the foregoing, the proceedings for 1872 were placed on our
desk, and we will look into Companion Dadmun’s good face before taking a 
peep at the Grand Body itself. While taking a glance from  his traveling car=- 
riage at Alabama, he quotes our resignation of the reportorial office, and
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greets us fraternally, nay warmly. But he finds us still in  harness, still seek-
ing for work fit to pass the square, still bringing up for the inspection of our 
companions such specimens as from th e ir beauty may in terest us, or from 
th eir utility may prove acceptable to the craft. Nor will we weary in well
doing.

On the subject of representatives appointed a t and to the several Grand 
C hapters, he says, with grea t p ertinency :

“  We will say ju s t here ,.tha t Massachusetts also c has failed to see th a t any 
possible good can resu lt from the system of representation’ as adopted by 
some of the Grand Bodies. One fact is very significant, namely, th a t noth-
ing is ever heard from  these representatives except th a t their credentials were 
presented, and th a t they were received with appropriate honors.

“  This system is unlike every other system of representation. Instead of 
the Grand Chapter appointing ond of their own members to  represent them  
in another Grand Chapter, they appoint a representative in the body where
they wish to  be represented. And what does he know about the foreign body 
he represents ? No more, and perhaps not so much as the other members of 
th e  chapter from which he has been selected. Suppose Massachusetts should 
appoint Companion Corson to represent her in the Grand Chapter of New J e r -
sey—than whom a better representative could not be found outside of our 
own jurisdiction—what does he know of M assachusetts more than  a score of 
companions in th a t Grand Chapter ? and what could he do for her more than 
he is already bound to  do as a mason, or as th e  chairm an of the Committee on 
Correspondence ? He could not be expected to  go against his own chapter in 
any question th a t m ight arise affecting the two jurisdictions. He could do 
th is—‘present his credentials and be received with appropriate honors,’ and 
then—‘ look wise.’ ”

Throughout this whole repo rt sentim ents of kindness and courtesy shine 
out as th e  guides and beacons for others, and by them  we know “ th a t we 
should like to cross palms with” Companion Dadmun.

At the several quarterly convocations of this Grand Chapter bu t little busi-
ness was transacted, and none b u t of purely local in terest

There were also several special convocations for constituting and consecrat-
ing new chapters.

At one of the quarterly  convocations a testim onial was presented to  both 
th e  Grand Secretary and G rand Treasurer for long continued faith fu l service. 
In  each instance it consisted of a fine watch and chain.

At the annual convocation Companion Allred F . Chapman was elected Most 
Excellent Grand High Priest, and Z. H. Thomas Jr., Grand Secretary.

Within th is jurisdiction are 57 chapters, with a membership of 6,853.

MICHIGAN.

The Twenty-third Annual Convocation was held January 3d, 1872, Hugh Mc-
Curdy* Most Excellent Grand H igh P riest, presiding. We give below the 
opening paragraph of his add ress:

5
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“  Officers and Companions—Coming as you do from  the subordinate tribu-

nals and working chapters of our jurisdiction, and knowing each throb and
pulsation of the great heart of masonry, you m eet again upon the threshold 
of a new convocation, to survey its progress and unite your counsels for its 
fu tu re welfare. The cycle which brings you again in general consultation
proclaims th a t another year has been harvested  to eternity  : b u t w hether the 
stores garnered by you in the field of our Companionship, during its revolu-
tion, have been for weal or woo, is now to be considered by you as stewards of 
a great and exalted charity. In  the olden theocratic governments i t  was wisely 
taugh t th a t man’s necessities required not alone fixed periods for rest, but also 
fixed times for reflection. Animated, then , by the spirit of love and fra te r-
nity, and forsaking for a time the cares of daily avocation and the comforts of
home, you come up here in a spirit frag ran t with the blossoms of love and the 
flowers of obedience, to  give such direction to united labors as will continue 
to strengthen the bonds and increase the usefulness of our beloved order.
Not in  the spirit of the old Egyptian do you come up to th is  temple to bow 
down to the idols of Isis, nor yet like the haughty Roman whose love i t  was to 
worship the sceptre of the Csesars; for you have come imbued with ‘ Faith  in 
God, Hope in Im m ortalitv, and Charity to all Mankind,’ that you may legislate 
for our common brotherhood, to the end th a t additional strength  and vitality 
may be given to an institution which has accomplished for man more true 
glory than was ever reflected from  Egyptian altar-fires or the halo th a t 
sparkled from  the jewels of Caesar’s crown. Into your hands, companion leg-
islators, is entrusted the continued welfare of our order. We have built a 
gorgeous temple whose foundation, if well guarded, m ust endure until ‘ the 
last syllable of recorded tim e.’ Upon its golden altars let the ruder and
darker shades of hum anity be mellowed into light, and around th e  pillars 
which sustain the edifice let there be engraved, in le tte rs of living fire—This 
our mission, and this oUr work—to refine society and cultivate m an’s moral
power—to strengthen  our faith in the grea t law of compensation, giving di-
vinity to hope and eternity to time. For these splendid results, which the 
instrum entality of man has brought about, and upon which we may look with 
such admiring affection, it becomes us always to  lay the tribute of our fer-
vent gratitude a t th e  foot of that throne, whose Almighty occupant has nour-
ished our weakness into strength , and rendered harm less the darts of detrac-
tion ; and le t us, with these thank-offerings, send up earnest petitions to our 
good Father, gushing warm from the heart, th a t His protecting  arm may 
never be withdrawn, but th a t in His all-wise counsels it may be ordained th a t
our beloved order shall still advance in its hallowed mission of Faith, Hope 
and Charity.”

And also his answer to the question—W hat is to be done where one has been 
elected, taken one or more degrees, and is objected to ?

‘ ‘ Answer—By our constitution, when a chapter elects a bro ther to  receive 
the degrees, he is entitled to all the degrees w ithout fu rthe r ballot* An edict 
of th is Grand Chapter provides * “ th a t when a candidate shall have been duly 
elected, but before he receives a degree, i f  objection shall be made to his ad-
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vancement by a companion who was not present at the election, such objection 
shall operate as a rejection of the candidate, and his money shall be re-
funded.’

“  This edict trea ts the question how a candidate shall be disposed of after 
election, and before he is made a brother. When he crosses the threshold, and
receives one or more degrees, he has the rig h t to sit in the lodge in which he 
has received masonic light, whatever th a t may be—he now stands as a 
brother—not as a candidate. If  he applies fo r advancement and is refused, he 
has  a masonic righ t to know what is the cause of the confusion among the 
craft, th a t he may have a chance to m eet th e  accuser face to face—meet th e  
accusation, and have the judgm ent of his peers. I  m ust, therefore, decide 
th a t when a companion objects verbally to a b ro ther receiving th e  P ast Mas-
te r’s Degree, being acknowledged a Most Excellent Master, or being exalted to  
th e Holy Royal Arch, the high priest shall request the;objector to file charges
and specifications against the bro ther ; and in case of his neglect or refusal so 
to do, the high priest may proceed to confer the degrees.”

The Committee on Jurisprudence agree with this decision, and the Grand 
C hapter adopted th e  following resolution, after full discussion :

“  Resolved, That whenever a candidate shall have been duly elected to  take 
th e  chapter degrees, and shall have received either the degree of Mark Mas-
te r, P ast Master, or Most Excellent Master, if objection be made by a com-
panion to his fu rther advancement, i t shall be th e duty of the high priest to
require the objector to  file charges and specifications against the brother, and 
in case he neglects or refuses to  do so, the high priest may proceed to  confer 
th e  remaining degrees upon the candidate.”

The m ost of the work done by the Grand Chapter seems to have been in 
making amendments to their constitution. This is not a very favorable token,
and indicates a restless spirit, which, if not rebuked, will eventuate in evil.

There are 82 chartered  chapters in this jurisdiction, with one U. D., having 
an aggregate membership of 5,927.

We are glad to see th a t the lectures of th e  several degrees were a t this con-
vocation “ rehearsed” and the work “ illustrated ,” and not “ read” and “  de-
posited,” as heretofore. We have some hope yet for our companions “ over 
th a r .”

Companion J. Eastm an Johnson again made the repo rt on Correspondence, 
in  his usual thorough, complete and masonic manner, noticing our proceed-
ings for 1870.

Companion Leonard H. Randall was made Most Excellent Grand High 
P riest, and Companion J . Eastm an Johnson continued as Grand Secretary.

MISSOURI.

An Annual Convocation of th is Grand Chapter was held on 5th October, 
1870, Companion John F. Houston, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, presid-
ing, with representatives from  forty-three chapters.

From the address of the Most Excellent, we copy :
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“ On th e  16th day of the present month, nearly twenty-five years ago, th e  

representatives of four chartered chapters m et in Masonic Hail, in the then 
small city of St. Louis, and constituted the Grand Royal Arch Chapter for to e  
State of Missouri. Our present- venerable and much loved Grand Treasurer 
was a member of th a t convention, and has contributed greatly t  ward mak-
ing the Grand Chapter what we claim for her t«'-day. Within the sacred pre-
cincts of fifty-four chartered  an d  th irteen  U D. chapters scarcely a sourd  is 
heard save the busy hum of harm onious labor, and, in many portions of our 
Grand Jurisdiction, zealous companions are asking for authority to erect 
‘ tem porary tabernacles’ to  serve as * coverings’ for the portion of th a t m ighty 
wave of population pressing in upon us from the eastern and northern por-
tions of our continent, who are able to prove themselves ‘ lineal descendants/ 
in  possession of the necessary information to pass the veils of the same.

“ But a few years have elapsed, my companions, since our fathers made
their appearance in this beautiful valley, the richest, and, by nature, the most 
beautiful on th  e face of the globe. Then it was the abode of the prowling 
beast of the forest and th e wild, untutored Indian. What now do we see?
The advance of science, the increase of intelligen e, and the spread of knowl-
edge have congregated here over three hundred and twelve thousand souls, 
and thousands are coming who have b u t as yesterday heard of our delightful 
abode, of the peaceful homes and pleasant vineyards of our adopted Judah, 
beside the flow of th a t  mighty river whose waters, fifty years ago, had only 
been disturbed by the floating barge or the Indian canoe.”

And again, what we m ost heartily indorse, and would that the sentim ent 
would strike so deep into the hearts of our companions as to give a hue and
color to  every ac tion :

“ If, then, our institu tion  was founded for the purpose of spreading the 
blessings of morality and science, of exhibiting a stupendous fabric erected 
on the b-oad basis of ut iversal brotherhood, unfolding its massive gates to 
receive w ithout prejudice or discrimination the worthy of every religion, and 
th e good and tru e  of every country, clime, and tongue, much*more could be 
accomplished by impressing upon the mind of the recipients of the several 
degrees the absolute necessity of conforming their practice out of the chap-
te r to the g reat moral lessons taugh t in it, than by laboring so assiduously to  
acquire the exact language of another, to  be used in im parting the ritualistic 
and traditional forms of the several degrees. I f  men, with all their differ-
ences of intellect, and habits of thought, and with all the diversity of man’s 
nature , are to bo brought to a full comprehension and realization of the moral 
ethics of Royal Arch Masonry, and only to th a t point, umform ity m ust be in 
th e  principle, and the application of the principle m ust be in th e  spirit, and 
not in the le tter. Again, when we reflect th a t the work and lectures of Royal 
Arch Masonry are oral, and can only be recorded in the book of m an’s mem-
ory, we may well wonder and rejoice to find our lecturers succeeding so 
well.”

On the subjects of intemperance and profanity, two growing evils, he says :
“ There is also another subject which should claim our m ost earnest atten-
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*

fcion, and th a t is intemperance in the use of ardent spirits and profanity. Can 
nothing be done to check the one and prohibit the o ther?  Intem perance has 
swayed the fortunes of men long enough. Its  high pretensions in soothing 
th e  sorrows and bluniing the afflictions of our race are no longer accredited 
am ongst men. Instead of its acting as a balm and a cordial in m itigating the 
woes th a t fester the human heart, and thereby release the broken and wound-
ed spirit, it but adds to the to rtures of our pilgrimage on earth  and leaves 
the soul exposed to the te rro rs of th e  fu ture iu unmitigable despair. W ith 
th is fact kept steadily in  view, and with a grateful recognition of th a t gor-d 
Providence who smiles upon our order, Jet us at once address ou’selves with
masonic unselfishness to the duty of beseeching and imploring our compan-
ions to cease from  self-immolation ; to cease the indulgence of a practice that 
will, like the blasting and blighting Sirocco of the desert, wither and parch
the m ost lovely and exalted name that ever wore human form, and dry up the 
holiest and noblest fountain th a t ever gushed forth  from  th e  heart or bosom 
of m an.”

I t  was ordered th a t no subordinate should meet during the annual session 
of the Grand Chapter, and also th a t the use of substitu tes is “ allowable.”

Companion Gouley again gives the report on Correspondence, reviewing 
thirty-two pamphlets of proceedings, including ours for 1869, fie devotes 
m uch space to the insubordination of Mobile Chapter No. 21, and makes very 
ju s t and discriminating rem arks, but if he has read our report for 1871 (F lor-
ida) he will see that the high priest of the chapter nor the chapter were 
guilty  of any offense, but only a single companion. This last was one of the 
tru ly  good stones of the building, and he has now gone to  present his work to 
the Grand Overseer to be tried  by the te s t of His unerring  square. May we 
all live and die no worse than he. Companion W. H, Sadler was no ordinary 
man. Gifted with a clear understanding, imbued with an unswerving deter 
m ination to walk uprightly and act conscientiously, no earthly power could
bend him from the course he thought was righ t. He held th a t he, and he 
alone, was the keeper of his own conscience, and th a t in  becoming a compan-
ion he had not placed the control of his conscience in the keeping either of a
high priest or a Grand Chapter. By us who knew him he was elevated to the 
presiding position in all the bodies of masonry, and not one among all th is
large community can be found who will not agree th a t he was “  the noblest 
work of God”—an honest man.

The report has m uch th a t is of deep in terest, bu t most of it has been 
touched on heretofore. We copy, however, from  his conclusion what we 
heartily  indorse :

“  A few years more of energetic action upon the part of the proper author-
ities m ust resu lt in placing Iioyal Arch Masonry, in the United States, upon 
an enviable pedestal. When freemasons learn that freemasonry is a sublime 
science, to implant wise and serious tru th s  upon immortal minds ; th a t it is a 
philosophy, teaching principles which bear a close affinity to the E ternal God -̂
head, and 'h a t each candidate is a neophyte seeking the light which shall 
guide him  through the doctrinal labyrinth of the world to the open haven of 
individual action and responsibility, tjifin they will realize the solemnity of a
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masonic degree, and will assist in conferring it with th a t spirit which th e  oc-
casion demands. We are glad to  know and see th a t this idea perm eates the 
institu tion  to-day, and it is only necessary to  im plant it upon the human heart 
and it will become eternal.”

MISSISSIPPI.

Next come “ tidings from  the South,” from  which we learn th a t th e  Grand 
Chapter of this State held the Twenty-fourth Annual Convocation on 18th Jan- 
uary, 1872, Companion Charles T. Bond, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 
and Companion J. L. Power, Grand Secretary. Chapters represented, fifty- 
six.

From the address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest we copy :
“ Companions, it is our duty to protect Royal Arch Masonry in th is Grand 

Jurisdiction. Let us see th a t all candidates for our institu tion  are in charac-
te r  and standing what a man should be. We should be very careful to admit 
none among us but those who will fully appreciate the sublim e teachings and 
principles of the institution. Merit and qualification should be th e only test.
B etter th a t we have a small, united, true band of faithful companions, dis-
posed to study m asonry and carry into practice its  lessons of philanthropy, 
than to have a large num ber ignorant of its work or lectures, or indifferent to
its teachings. L et us sacredly guard  th e  im portant tru s t committed for a 
brief period to our charge, and when our labors in these earthly chapters are 
over—as they soon will be, with many of us—may it be found th a t our work 
has been such as to meet the approval of the Supreme High P riest above.”

From  the report of the Grand Secretary we learn th a t th e  finances of the 
Grand Chapter are in a very em barrassed condition. But the Grand Secretary
makes the proper recommendations. If  one has not the means of living as 
h is neighbors, i t  is his first duty to  live as his m eans may w arrant. The 
mileage and per diem  should be scaled so as to  pu t th e  Grand Chapter in  a 
healthy condition, and we have no doubt our companions over the line will do 
what is right.

We the more regret th is want of fu .d s, as thereby we are deprived of the
report on Correspondence, by Companion Patton.

Companion H. C. Robinson was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 
and Companion J. L. Power, Grand Secretary.

MARYLAND.

Most Excellent Grand High P riest Charles H. Orr opened in ample form this 
Grand Chapter on 13th November, 1871. In  his address he says :

“  D uring the past year peace has prevailed in our borders and prosperity  
within our walls ; no sound of discord has arisen, and our chapters have with
zeal and fidelity been successfully engaged in buildigg up the walls of our 
sacred Temple, the ashlars which have been added to its walls have passed the 
inspection of the overseers, and been received as good and true. Peace, har-
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mony and prosperity  prevail within our borders, and le t us with g rateful 
hearts  to  Him whose omnific fiat brought light out or darkness, steadily per-
severe in the practice of every commendable virtue.”

Within this jurisdiction are nine chartered  chapters and two U. D., having 
a m em bership of 1,100, which gives a very large average membership per 
chapter.

Companion George L. McCahan was elected Most Excellent Grand High 
P riest, and Companion W. A. Wentz was re-elected Grand Secretary.

Companion Hermon L. Emmons Jr. subm itted the report on Correspond-
ence, reviewing and m aking judicious extracts from the proceedings of 36 
G rand Chapters.

From these proceedings we take the following table of statistics, thanking 
Companion Went? for furnishing i t ;
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NEW YORK.

The Seventy-fifth Convocation was held on 6th  February, 1872, Most Excel-
lent Reese G. Williams, Grand High Priest, presiding, with representatives 
from  one hundred and seventy-five chapters.

In  the High P riest’s address we find :
“ During the heat of summer, however, when th e  chapters generally sus-

pend work, leave of absence for six weeks was granted to the Grand L ecturer 
to  visit London, England, with authority to exemplify the Capitular Degrees 
before the Royal Craft of th a t city, and also to confer the Most Excellent Mas-
te r’s Degree upon Royal Arch Masons who had petitioned for the same. This 
was done by the assistance of four companions from this jurisdiction, and at 
the Free Masons’ Tavern. The opportunity of witnessing the exemplification 
of the degrees was highly appreciated, and the companions of London ex-
pressed themselves as delighted and even surprised a t the perfectness of the 
work in all its d e ta il; and the m anifestation of their gratitude was earnest 
and heartfelt a t being placed in possession of one of the m ost beautiful de-
grees in m asonry.”

And the Committee on Jurisprudence says :
“ With respect to the authority given by the Grand High Priest to confer

the Most Excellent M aster’s degree upon, companions in London, the commit-
tee entertain very serious doubts, but are inclined to give the m ost favorable 
construction to its exercise in this particular. The companions in London
asked for a warrant for a-Councilin London to confer th a t degree. The Grand 
High Priest did not accede to th a t re q u e s t; but did authorize the Grand Lec-
tu re r to confer that degree upon properly qualified candidates, and to exem-
plify the capitular degrees.

“ Now, as a m atter of instruction merely, the Grand L ecturer did not need 
such authority, if he conceived he had a righ t to communicate i t ; and the au-
thority  thus given had no force or power beyond the limits of this jurisdic-
tion, and the giving it did not pu t the companions receiving it in lawful pos-
session of the degree in question. We believe th a t i t can only be properly 
conferred by a chapter within our limits, upon proper application. But we 
are confident th a t the officers in question intended nothing im proper or un-
lawful, but only m eant an act of kindness and courtesy, and above all no in-
tention  or wish to invade or in trude upon the jurisdiction of our Royal Arch 
companions in E ngland; an act which would meet with the most unqualified 
disapprobation of this Grand Chapter ; and so believing, we pass the m atter 
over, hoping th a t an experiment so doubtful and dangerous may not be re-
peated. If  our companions in England desire to possess th is degree, an ap-
plication upon the part of the Grand Body to the proper officers of the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter, would m eet with the m ost prom pt and respectful atten-
tion.”

The chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence receives two 
R undred and fifty dollars.

The Grand Secretary reports a m embership of 16,812.
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Companion Joseph White presented the report on Correspondence, review-

ing 36 pamphlets, and th a t of the General Grand Chapter. When on Louis-
iana Companion White say s :

“  Companion H ornor quotes freely from th e  several reports, and criticises 
the action of New York for adopting the Order of High Priesthood as prelimi-
nary  to  installation and entering upon the duties of presiding over a chapter. 
He says, “ The Order of High Priesthood has no connection with Capitular 
Masonry, or its legislative or executive functions. I t  is no qualification for 
th e  chair.” Yet M ost Excellent Companion Mackey says, (see Masonic Lexi-
con,) “ This degree is to the office of High Priest, what th a t of P ast M aster is 
to  the office of Worshipful Master of a Symbolic Lodge.” W hatever may be 
individual opinions, one thing is certain : th a t most, if not all, of the Grand 
Chapters are adopting, in some form, the H igh Priesthood in connection with 
th e ir proceedings. The Order of High Priesthood as conferred in New York, 
in  former times, by Ebenezer Wadsworth, Joseph Enos, Benjamin Enos, Syl-
vester Gilbert, Achille J . Bousseau, who were among th e  early members of 
our Grand Chapter, but who have gone to  their rest, E zra S. Barnum, yet 
with us—and God long preserve him here—with a host of white-headed com-
panions, who could testify  to  the direct application of th e  Order of High 
Priesthood, as conferred in th is jurisdiction, to  the duties of the head of the 
chapter.

“ Our respected correspondent wishes to  know “  w hether the degree of P ast 
Grand Master is conferred in  Grand Lodge ? ” We reply, th a t certain instruc-
tions are given a Grand M aster elect in  th is (New York) jurisdiction, by P ast 
Grand Masters, before he assumes the gavel as Grand Master. How is it in  
Louisiana, companion ? ”

In  reference to  the instruction to the Grand M asters elect, we have none 
here in Alabama, o ther than  is contained in th e  installation ceremony.

We copy a p art of Companion W hite’s Conclusion, because we so entirely 
agree with the sentim ents expressed :

“ Uniformity of ritual is still a subject of rem ark. W hat makes a m an a 
mason ? I t  would not be very difficult to obtain absolute uniformity in  regard  
to  th a t question. The ceremonies are illustrations, which may be, and are 
exhibited with m ore or less formality w ithout injury to  the vital points. The 
uniformity of laws, rules and regulations throughout th e several grand ju ris-
dictions, appears to  your committee to  be of as much if not more importance 
to  th e  well being of th e  fraternity , than a verbatim  uniformity of ritual. With 
th is view we append a resolution with regard th e re to :

“Resolved, T hat a committee be appointed to  collate the rules, regulations, 
decisions, &c., of each of the Grand Chapters of our country, and subm it 
them to the General Grand Chapter at its next session for comparison and re-
vision, if necessary to  secure uniformity of action with each o ther grand 
jurisdiction.

“A man once a member of the masonic fraternity, is th rough life a member,
unless such membership is forfeited by a wilful neglect of masonio duties, or 
unmasonic conduct whereof he is duly convicted. With these views, we hold
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th a t a brother or companion removing from  one jurisdiction to another, hav-
ing paid his dues and taken his dimit in  good standing, ought not when seek-
ing admission to membership in his new residence, to  be charged with adjoin-
ing fees, beyond the Grand Lodge or Grand Chapter registry  fees, to preserve 
his identity. He paid for his membership when initiated, and ought not to be 
chargeable a second time for it. We think all such charges are a violation of 
equitable masonic principles; therefore,

“ Resolved, That no adjoining fee shall be demanded of any companion when
applying for membership, beyond the Grand Chapter registry fe e s ; which 
registry  is necessary to  trace his identity.

“  The returns of the several Grand Lodges in  the United States and Terris 
tories, and the British Provinces in America, show an aggregate of 7,595 sub-
ordinate lodges, 5,411 of which made re tu rns of membership, &c.i reporting 
40,649 initiations, 4,944 deaths, and 445,245 members. About one-fourth of 
the lodges made no returns, and allowing said lodges to be less numerous in 
membership than those returned, we may yet safely add one-seventh to the 
num ber, which would give an aggregate of 508,851 m aster masons in good 
standing.”

ttOVA SCOTIA.

Two em ergent Convocations of this Grand Chapter were held on the 4th and 
11th of April, 1871, because “  no motion for the repeal or alteration of any ex-
isting  law, or fo r the introduction of a new one, shall be made, w ithout notice 
being given in a previous Grand Chapter.” This la tte r was a wise provision, 
intended to prevent hasty legislation in relation to the fundamental law, th a t 
none of these changes m ight be made in heat. B ut the very object of this 
provision is defeated when an emergent convocation is called, and seven days 
after another emergent convocation considers and adopts the amendments pro-, 
posed at the first. And we confess to our inability to discover any emergency
in the m atter. None of the amendments were of such a character as m ight 
not have been made in due course, although a year would intervene, without 
serious detrim ent to the craft.

The second Annual Convocation of th is Grand Chapter was held on the 6th  
of June, 1871, Most Excellent Companion S. R, Sireom, Grand Kin£, acting 
Grand High Priest.

We did not receive the proceedings of their first convocation, and are 
greatly pleased to find these on our table.

From the address of the Grand King, we learn th a t the Most Excellent
Grand High P riest was absent because of disease in his eyes, for the cure of 
which he was then  in the United States. And we also learn th a t the Grand 
C hapter is financially in good condition. There is no doubt th a t capitular ma-
sonry will rapidly enlarge its influence under the supervising care of a local 
general governing body. Already do we see the formation of a new chapter.

The report on Correspondence is required to be placed in the hands of the 
Committee of General Purposes, and afterwards published, “ if approved of.”

An effort was made to  make “ open nom inations” for officers, b u t this un-
usual m ethod was overruled, and the election was “ by written ballot,” when
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Most Excellent Companion S. R. Sircom was elected Grand High Priest, and 
Companion Jam es Gossip, Grand Secretary.

Companion J. Conway Brown reviews th irty  pam phlets of proceedings, among 
which we find those of Alabama for 1870. Companion Brown gives us a very 
fraternal notice, but we beg to  correct a misapprehension into which he has
fallen as to our sentiments on th e  subject of preserving the work and ritual. 
We do not approve of what we understood as the Illinois method, though th a t 
certainly rendered it impossible for High Triests to make m ; stakes ; that was 
all. A “ published work,” “ in the hands of all the High P riests!” Otem- 
pora ! 0 m ores!

We have enjoyed the reading of Companion Brown’s repovt, and vote him a 
righ t good fellow. He, we know, will excuse us fo' copying his historical nar-
rative of the M. M. M. in the earlier lodges of the “  ancient province.”

We shall know him no more on earth  1 A few pages fai ther, and we read, 
“ Since the foregoing proceedings were prepared, th is Grand Chapter has m et 
with a loss they find it difficult to realize, but which is a melancholy reality— 
Companion J o s e p h  C onw ay B r o w n  is dead.”

“  Last year we expressed the hope th a t the masonic records of th is ancient 
Province m ight afford s >me in teresting  and useful inform ation to the craft a t 
large. Through the kindness of Companion J. D. Nash, P ast High Priest of
Royal Union Chapter, who has always taken a deep in terest in the preserva-
tion  of information in  connection with the early history of the craft in this 
province, we have obtained the original minute book of the first Mark Lodge
on th is continent.

“Upon examining these old documents, they are found to range from Novem-
ber 16th, 1784, to April 25th, 1825, and refer to the Mark degree in St. Andrew’s 
Lodge No. 155, (now No. 1, R. N. S.), Artillery Lodge No. 2. (now Virgin No. 
3, fi. N. S.), and a Lodge No. 210, whose record has passed from the memory 
of all here.

“  The charter to  St. Andrew’s is a peculiarly interesting document, if only 
from bearing in three places the signature of Laurence D erm ott. We make 
no apology for giving it in f u l l :

“  ‘ No. 4, Halifax. ’ •
* T. L. P. M a t h ew , Grand Master.

ft {L. Dermott, for the S. G. W., Wm. Dickey, D. G. M., L. Derm ott, for the 
J . G. W.

No. 155 \ p 0 whom it may concern:
transferred, r

Now 188. r  We, the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable
No. 137 J of Free and Accepted Masons, (according to th e  old Constitu-

tions granted by His Royal Highness Prince Edwin, a t York, Anno Domini
Nin*: hundred twenty and -ix, and in the year of Masonry, Four thousand nine 
hundred twenty and six ) in ample Form assembled, viz : The Bight Worship-
ful and Honorable Thomas Matthew, of Thomas Town, in  the Kingdom of 
Ireland, Esquire, new residing in th a t p art of Great B ritain called England,
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Grand Master of M asons! The Worshipful Mr. William Dickey, Deputy Grand 
M as'er. The Worshipful Edmund Butler, Esq., Senior Grand Warden, and 
th e  W orshipful Henry Allen, Esq., Junior Grand Warden, (with the approba-
tion and consent of the Warranted Lodges held within the cities and suburbs 
of London and W estminster,) do hereby authorize and impower our trusty  
and well-beloved brethren, v iz : Mr. John Cody, one of our Master Masons, 
Mr. Thomas McLemon, his Senior Warden, and Mr. John Woodin, his Junior 
Warden, to form and hold a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons aforesaid at 
th e  sign11 of *the ^G eneral Amherst, in th e  town of Halifax and Province of 
Nova Scotia, North America, upon the first Tuesday of every Kallendar 
m onth  and on all ^asonable times and lawful occasions ; and in said Lodge 
(when duly congregited) to admit and make Free Masons, according t<> the 
Most Ancient and Honorable Custom of the Royal Craft in all ages and nations 
th roughout the known world. And we do hereby fu rther authorise and im-
pow er our said trusty  and well-beloved brethren , Messrs. John Cody, Thomas 
McLemon, and John Woodin (with the consent of the members of their Lodge) 
to  nominate, chu^e, and install their successors, to  whom they shall deliver 
this W arrant, and invest them with their Powers and dignities as Free Masons, 
&c And such successors shall in like manner nominate, chuse, and install
their successors, &c., &c., &c. Such Installation to be upon (or near) every 
St. Jo h n s  Day during the continuance of th is Lodge forever. Providing the 
above-named brethren  and all their successors always pay due Respect to this 
E ight Worshipful Grand Lodge, otherwise this W arrant to be of no Force, 
nor Virtue.

“  ‘Given under our hands and the seal of cur Grand Lodge, in London,, 
th is twenty-sixth day of March, in the year of our Lord. One 
thousand seven hundred sixty and eight, and in the year of Ma-
sonry, Five thousand seven hundred sixty and eight.

(Signed) Lau. D e r m o t t ,
Grand Secretary.’

“ N o t e , — This W arrant is registered in the Grand Lodge, Vol. 6, L etter F.
“ N o t e  —The seal attached consists of a Square and Compass, both p ints 

Ridden, and underneath is a dagger. The whole inscribed in a circle, around
which is written, “ Grand Lodge, London.”

“ Owing to the age of the charter and the quality of paper upon which it is 
p rin ted, many words are hard to decipher. I t  is uncertain w hether to read 
“ at the house of General Amherst,” or “ at the sign o f the General A m herst,” 

“ I t is known that most of the British officers then stationed here were ma-
sons, and that, at a subsequent period, II. E. H. the Duke of Kent donated to 
the craft a m ost valuable block in the heart of the city—alas ! for its present 
size. Our “ ancient brethren ” m ust have called too often to refreshm ent, and
thereby consumed their patrimony. These and other facts lead some of 
our brethren to place the first reading on the words, whereas others, in view 
of the prevalent English custom of holding lodges in taverns, are inclined to 
adopt the second.
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"W e now give from the original m inute book the first record of the Mark 

degree known to exist on th is continent, but m ust first explain th a t Virgin 
Lodge, E. E., was originally established a t Halifax, on the 18th day of Febru-
ary, A. D. 1782, under a dispensation granted by the E. W. John  George Pyke, 
Grand Master of Nova Scotia, under the title  of Artillery Lodge No. 2, on the 
Eegistry of Nova Scotia, under which warrant the lodge continued working
until the 22d of September, A. D. 1800, when th e  body, by the permission of 
th e  Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, resum ed its original name of Virgin Lodge.

“ Up to 1781 the records of th is lodge show the singular fact of two W. Ms. 
in  each year, and B rother Adam Fife was the second m aster in th a t year, and 
it may be presumed th a t in  November he was acting as such.

“ ‘Halifax, 16th Novr., 1781. 
‘“ Upon application to  the W orshipful Brother Fife, he was pleased to open 

a M aster Mark Masons Lodge.
“  ‘ Worsh. Bro. Fife, Master, formerly of 213, a Square.

Bro. H all......................................................8 . W.
“  Allen.................................................... J . W. of L. No. 155.
“  Lewis.............................. ......................Tyler, “  “  210.

“  ‘ The following brethren  received the degree of M aster Mark Masons, and 
made choise of the following marks, viz :
Wm. Matthews, of Lodge No. 155.................................. Mark—A Bible.
HughM cBean, “  “  2 A rtillery...............................  “  —Level.
Jno. Wigton, “  “  “    “  —Compass.
And. Gray, “  “  “    “  —Keys.
Edwd. Byrn, “  “ “    “  — 5 Points.
Jas. Johnston, “  “  “    “  —Plumb Eul

‘“ These b reth ren  having justly  paid the demands for such M arks, hath  
received the same with proper instructions. The business of the night being 
finished, the Lodge was closed in due form.

(No signature.)

“  ‘Ha lifax, Deer. 9th, 1785.
‘ A Master Mark Masons Lodge opened a t the house of Bro. Andw. Gray, 

under the Artillery W arrant No. 2.
Worship. Bro. Fife, Master.

“  Allen, S. W.
“ Matthews, J . W.
“  McBean, S. D.
“  Gray, J . D.
“ Byrn, Tyler.

When the following B rethren  upon application were found worthy and initia-
ted, and paid for th e ir Marks as u su a l:
William Hogg, of Lodge No. 155...................................... Mark—Triangle.
Eobt. Geddes, “  “      “  —Urika.
Bobt. Bucan, “ “    “  —Oblong.
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David Darling, 
Eobt. Logan, 
Alex. McIntosh, <c

Artillery No. 2 “  —Dove.
“  —Hour Glass.
c * — S w O l’d,forme* m ark.)

“  * Bro. Darling proposed by the Worshipful M aster as Secretary, and unani-
mously chosen. Lodge closed a t 9 o’clock in order and harmony.

“ The descriptions of the Marks are copied verbatim, b u t in the original 
book there is a rough sketch of them . No. 432 Broome street, New York, did 
not then exist in its present shape.

“ The following shews how the degree was handed from one lodge to an-
o th er :

“  ‘ Worship. Bro. Fife :
In  behalf of th e  B rethren of Lodge No. 155, who received the Mark under 

the sanction.of your Worshipful Lodge, beg leave to inform you, we have 
come to a re |olution of having the above degree established under the sanc-
tion cf our w arrant.

“ ‘I  fu rther beg you will, in order to  enable us to  carry our design into exe-
cution, transm it to us a list of the members of our Lodge who received the 
above degree, together with their M arks; your compliance will be conferring 
additional obligations on us, particularly on

“ CA M aster Mark Masons Lodge opened at the Pontac, under Artillery 
W arrant No. 2, (now Virgin 3, E. N. S.,) Nova Scotia.

Wl. Bro. Fife in  the Chair. 
“  W ig to D , S. W.
“  McBean, J. W,
* ‘ Darling, Secty.
“  McIntosh, S. D.
“  Gray, J . D.
“  King, Tyler.

“  ‘ The Worshipful M aster read the following letter, received from Bro. 
Allen, when it was unanimously resolved th a t their request should be granted.

‘ ‘ ‘ Bro. McIntosh informing the Body th a t he was formerly a Mark Mason, 
b u t had forgot the Landmarks, and th a t upon recollection found the Sword to
be his form er Mark, and th a t the Lodge would indulge him to keep the same, 
which was unanimously agreed to.

“ ‘ Business being over, th e Lodge was closed in 'L ove and Harmony, at
seven o’clock.

(No signature.)

“  ‘ H a l i f a x , 1 4 th  Jan ry ., 5786.

Your very humble servant,
And affectionate Bro.,

(Signed) J n o . A l l e n ,
Nc. 155.

‘ H a l i f a x , 10th February, 5786.

(No signature.)
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“  ‘ H a l i f a x , 1 0 th  Febry., 5786.

“  ‘ Worshipl. Brethren:
I  haye laid your le tter to me, dated the 14th Janry ., 5786, before the Mark 

Lodge, held under sanction of W arrant No. 2, Begistry of Nova Scotia, and we 
have considered your request respecting those B rethren  th a t belongs to  your 
Body th a t are members of our Mark Lodge. I  have th e  pleasure to inform 
you, th a t it  was unanimously resolved, th a t your request be granted.

‘“ I  accordingly transm it you a list of your members, together with th e ir 
m arks, hereby transferred from our W arrant to yours.
Bro. Wilbam Hogg..................................................................Mark—Triangle.

“  William H ogg................................................................ “  —A Bible.
“ Kobt. Geddes................................................................. “ —Urica.
“  Bobt. Bucan  “  —Oblong Square.

W orshipful B rother,
I remain,

Your most obedient, humble servant,
(Signed) A daai F i f e .

“  1 H a l i f a x , 21 Feby., 5786.
“  ‘ A Master Mark Masons Lodge opened in due form  at the Pontac.

Worshfl. Bro. Fife in the Chair.
“  McBean, S. W.
“  Wigton, J . W.
“  Darling, Secty.
“  McIntosh, S. D.
“  Gray, J . D.
‘, King, Tyler.

When the following, upon application, were ballotted, found worthy, received 
the degree of M. M. M., with proper instructions, and paid for their Marks as 
usual, their choise of which are as follows, v iz :
Worshpl. Bro. Duncan Clarke ...................................... Mark—Urica.

Charles Goddes................................    “  —Ladder.
Wm. M illett....................................................... “ __Sun.
Geo. Thom as................................................... “  —Hand in  Hand.
Bobt. W estern............... . . . , .......................... “  —Hammer.
Jno. Tyson......................................................... “  —Triangle.

•“ Upon a request of W. Bro. Clarke, in  behalf of th e  B rethren  of Lodge 
No. 210, who received their Marks under Artillery Warrant No. 2, th a t their 
Marks, &c., should be transferred  from th is W arrant to their own, was unani-
mously Esolved, th a t the said request should be granted and th a t the M aster
should transm it the same upon written application.

“  ‘The business of the night being over, the Lodge was closed in Love, 
Harmony and due form, a t nine o’clock.’

“ What were the “ ju st dem ands” is as yet a mystery, as no cash account 
appears.
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“ As yet we can find no trace of the first Records of Royal Union Chapter,

b u t ere long may do so.”
NEW HAMPSHIRE.

The Annual Convocation of th is Grand Chapter was opened in  ample form 
by Companion John A. H arris, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, on th e  16th 
of May, 1871, with representatives from 13 chapters.

We find in  the address of the Most Excellent Grand High P r ie s t :
“ Companions o f the Grand Chapter : In  addressing you at th is your fifty- 

th ird  Annual Convocation, i t  gives me pleasure to  say th a t the utm ost har-
mony continues to prevail throughout th is  jurisdiction. No notes of discord 
a re  heard. No words of complaint have reached me during the year.

“  So carefully were the foundations of the Royal Arch Bodies of New Hamp-
shire laid at their origin, so cautious and discreet has been the course of the 
several chapters, th a t during the long period of sixty-four years, the tim e 
which has elapsed since chapters were first organized in this State, dissensions 
have been unknown.

“ We have cause for gratitude to the Supreme Ruler th a t this Grand Chapter
has been able tp preserve, amid the vicissitudes of tim e, an unbroken exist-
ence for more than  half a cen tu ry ; th a t so many illustrious masons, distin-
guished for their knowledge of the Royal Art, and for their practice of the 
pure and sublime teachings of masonry, have been connected with this Grand 
Body.”

The report on Correspondence is from the pen of Companion Joseph W. 
Eellows, who reviews the proceedings of thirty-eight Grand Chapters, includ-
ing those from  Alabama for 1870. These receive a very kind notice.

We have nothing in the proceedings which gives the slightest clue to ascer-
taining the condition of the craft, neither the num ber of chapters being 
given, nor the m embership, exaltations, &c.

Officers re-elected.
NORTH CAROLINA.

The Twenty-fourth Convocation was held on 3d June, 1872, Companion John 
Nichols, Most Excellent G rand High Priest, and Companion Thomas B. Carr, 
Grand Secretary.

In his address the Most Excellent Grand High P riest says, very beautifully :
“ I f  the uninitiated ask why we thus assemble, or question us in  regard  to 

what constitutes masonry, we can answer in  the language of a distinguished 
companion of our State : c Masonry avoids strife and controversy. I f  there  
are neighborhood disputes, she is n eu tra l; in the arena of politics, she is of 
no party ; in theology, she is of no s e c t; in war, she goes not to battle, ex-
cept as an angel of mercy ; when reviled, she reviles not again ; she invites no 
one into her councils, and tu rns  none away who comes of his own free will 
and accord, and is w orthy ; she has nothing to ask as a favor and nothing to

6
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fear as a harm —a blameless life of centuries is her safety, ancl the mountains 
are not h igher nor the sea broader than her fame.’”

He urges the repeal of the resolution severing connection with the General 
Grand Chapter ; deplores the lukewarmm ss of many chapters, and wishes 
some plan devised for inducing more general attendance on Grand Chapters.

He then talks well of our duty  as m asons—the great business of masonry— 
th a t of subduing our passions and learning charity—not alone th a t charity 
which relieves the dis ressed—which tu rns a listening ear to the moan of the 
widow and the cry of the orphan—but that charity which causes us to look 
with pity and even k irdness on an erring bro ther—which leads us to reflect 
that we are all im p erfec t: th a t we all have our foibles and frailties—that char-
ity which shows us some good in every human character—a charity which
w uld prom pt us to withhold condemnation of a bro ther until we have en-
quired into all the facts, and learned the motives, and if we then find him in 
the wrong to “ whisper good counsel” in his ear, and endeavor to aid a ref-
ormation.

An evil word, o ra  word of harsh condemnation, often alienates masons and 
destro) s th a t cordiality which should ever exist among brethren  of the mystic 
tie.

“  The gavel in the instrum ent used by operative masons to  break off the 
corners of rough stones, the better to fit them for the builder’s use. I t is to
us an emblem of enlightened reason ‘which curbs ambition, depresses envy, 
moderates anger and encourages good dispositions.’ "What profit will it  be to 
us if we listen to  this g reat lesson of ‘ divesting the h ea rt and conscience of 
the vices and superfluities of life, and thus fitting our minds as living stones 
for the spiritual tem ple,’ and do not apply the lesson to our own hearts ? 
W hat profit will it be to us if we hear the lesson of the plumb , admonishing 
us to walk uprightly, and we 1 eed it not ? W hat profit will it be to us, if we 
attend  the lodge or chapter regularly, pay particular attention to the confer-
ring of the degrees, and never apply the lessons there taugh t to our own 
hearts ?

“ Has it ever occurred to you, companions, th a t if the Grand Overseer
should call for our blocks to be tried by his unerring square, how rough they 
would appear ? How unfit for the Temple ? How little squared, how much of 

•the d irt <-f the quarry—envy, discord, malice, and hypocrisy, would be found 
clinging to them, and how these th ings would m ar the symmetry and beauty 
of the building ?

“  We m>iy hear the lessons of masonry for a life-time, but if we do not re -
duce the theories to practice they will avail us nothing. Practice is every-
thing. ‘ We may talk of religion, its doctrines, its precepts and its privi-
leges ; we may talk of philos phy, with all its train  of human perfections and 
human acquirem ents; we may become masons, boast of its secrecy, its 
science and its morals ; put on all ils gaudy trappings and ornaments, and
decorate ourselves with its richest external jewels, but if our religion is des-
titu te  of love to God and of charity towards our fellow-creatures, if our phi-
losophy is destitute of philanthropy, or if our masonry is destitute of the 
activity of doing good—away with religious profession, it is but an empty
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Marne; away with philosophical sentim ent, it is bu t as sounding brass ; away 
with masonic pretensions, they are as tinkling cymbals.’ ”

The Grand Chapter re-established its connection with .the General Grand 
Chapter.

I t  also declares th a t, although it is desirable th a t every Royal Arch mason 
shall also be an affiliated m aster mason, yet it is not necessary th a t he shall be 
such, and thinks th a t all efforts tending to compulsory membership “ will 
strike a blow th a t majr be more disastrous to  our order than anything th a t 
has y et befallen i t .”

No report on Correspondence.
Officers re-elected.

NEBRASKA.

The F ifth  Annual Convocation was held on 20th June, 1871, Companion E . 
A. Allen, Most Excellent Grand High Priest.

We give below the ruling of the M .\ E . \  on a point of masonic law, and his 
reasons in fu l l :

“  ‘A m aster mason in th is jurisdiction applies for the degrees in Keystone 
Chapter, and is re jected , afterward he removed out of our jurisdiction, and
sends his petition for our recommendation t o  Chapter for the deg! ees.
Question :

“  ‘1st. Will th is petition for recommendation have to lay over the usual 
th ir ty  days, or may we pass upon it instan ter ?

fi£ ‘2d. Must the ballot be by a three-fourths vote, or entirely in the affirma-
tive'?

“ ‘In  the absence of a by-law, or legis’ation by the Grand Chapter of this 
State, I  am a t a loss to  know what to do in  the premises. Your answer will 
be anxiously looked for by our chapter.’

“ The following were my decisions thereupon and some of the reasons 
th e re fo r;

“ 1st. The petition m ust lie over the usual th irty  days, or one lunar 
month.

“ 2d. The ballot m ust be unanimous in  his favor in order to  recommend 
him.

“  The petition should lie over from one sta ted  meeting to another to give 
such as had previously voted to reject th e  applicant, as well as all other mem-
bers, due notice, and an opportunity to be present when action is ta k e n . 
thereon.

“  The ballot should be unanimous, else you m ight be placed in  the peculiar 
position of having rejected a candidate as unfit to  belong to your chapter, 
b u t recommending him as good enough for the chapter to which he is now 
applying.

“ These are questions of importance, and worthy of your consideration. I  
therefore recommend th a t, when fully advised in  the premises, you adopt 
such a regulation in connection therew ith as in  your judgm ent may be most 
expedient and requisite to govern like cases in the fu ture, should any arise.”
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Which was sustained by the repo rt of Committee on Jurisprudence, and 

ratified by resolution of the Grand Chapter.
Prom the table of re turns we derive th e  information th a t there are in  th is  

jurisdiction six chapters, with a total m em bership of 359.
T here is a very hasty  yet creditable report, w ithout a name, from  the Com- • 

m itteo on Correspondence, courteously reviewing Alabama for 1870.
Companion E . A. Allen was re-elected Most Excellent G rand H igh P riest, 

and Companion R. W. Purnas, Grand Secretary.
We now tu rn  to  th e  proceedings of the Eifty-Fifth Annual Convocation of

OHIO,

Which was held on 26th September, 1871, Most Excellent Charles C. Keifer, 
Grand High Priest.

The Grand High P riest delivered an in teresting  lecture on the duties of m a-
sons, and the uncertainty of life, paying glowing tributes to th e  memory of 
th ree of the past and present Grand officers.

The Grand Chapter of Ohio thinks th a t one who has lost an arm  or a leg  
may properly be made a Royal Arch mason, provided the companions of any 
chapter think so.

Companion J. Kelly O’Neal read the Correspondence report, giving Alabama 
proper notice.

Commenting on the position of the M .\ E .'. of Connecticut th a t he had 
been “  led to  fear th a t the black ball is made use of from personal motives,” 
he says that bad the black ball been more freely used there in Connecticut, 
th e  same address would not have contained “ utterances” “  on th e  subject of 
profanity  and intem perance.”

The whole report is judiciously and frankly made.
Officers re-elected.

OREGON.

This Grand Chapter was convened on the 16th of June, 1871. We had to
look on the baok lo r th e  year, the proceeding bearing no date. Most Excel-
lent Jam es K. Bayley, Grand High Priest, who in his address says :

“ I  congratulate you upon the favorable circum stances under which we as-
semble. Continued prosperity  has attended us, and so far as I  am advised, 
not a single note of discord has been heard  among the workers in  our m ystic 
tem ple.”

We repeat of this address what we said of an address of the same M .\ E .\
Companion in our report in 1870, “ th a t the Grand High P riest’s address is 
wonderfully short.” The wonder was th a t he had not “ followed in the foot-
steps of illustrious predecessors” and spun it out as long as possible, but we
much prefer th e  m udum  inpareo, and so, we think, do all reporters.

The Correspondence rep o rt is by Companion T. McF. Patton, and a very 
readable one it is, too. We ra,ther like the way he h in ts i t ’s a “  git-out-of-me-
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hoose-or-I’ll-kick-ye” style. He ought n o t to blame, us for what the types do,
th e  more particularly in regard  to names. If he will look a t the proceedings 
of Ohio, he will there see th a t we could hardly recognize our name without 
sounding it.

On Arkansas, he says ;
“ The candidates were tendered by Companion English, H. P. of Union

Chapter No. 2, and the work perform ed by the officers of th a t chapter, at the 
request of Grand Chapter. We admire th e  pluck shown by our companions 
in th is jurisdiction on this question. While some condemn and censure them
for so doing, they continue to pursue th e  even tenor of th e ir way, as if no 
objections whatever were made. Perseverance will te ll.”

Too fast, Companion P atton, for the o ther time the b reth ren  had not been 
elected by any chapter, but were taken by Grand Chapter and m ade w ithout 
having been subjected to the constitutional tests  as to fitness. Here the case 
is  very different—quite au regie.

We like th is :
“  We don’t go much on titles, but it seems to  us th a t ‘ B rother Lieutenant- 

Colonel Chamberlain’ is overhonored with them  in th is instance. Fenian raids 
and Royal Arch masonry, like oil and water, don’t mix w ell; would greatly 
prefer to take ours in separate doses.”

This is a m ost excellent report, characterized by good judgm ent, not un-
mingled with humor. I t needs no apology, bu t, as he makes one, we give it
to  the c r a f t :

“ Companions, our task  is now complete. We accepted the duty imposed 
with many misgivings as to our fitness for the position, and our ability to p re-
pare a report with any degree of satisfaction to  ourselves, much less to our 
companions whom we represent

“ I t is a new business to us ; not being professional reporters, doctors, law-
yers, or editors. We have perform ed th e  labor w ithout experience, and we 
th ink  by the tim e we read th e  reviews of our several correspondents on this 
report, we will L ave a more comprehensive view of the situation. If we get 
elected by the * M utual Adm irationists’—we do not expect to make the riffle 
with the ease and elegance which characterized the admission of Companion 
Isaacs, of Virginia—we expect not only a black eye, b u t a bruised head ; and
in anticipation of th is have secured the professional services of Companion 
Corson as chief of our medical staff, who, with his tonics, plasters, and 
poetry, wi'l soon restore us to health and happiness.

F raternally  subm itted,
T. McF. PATTON,

F or Committee.
PENNSYLVANIA.

At th e  Quarterly “  Communication” of February 2d, 1871, we find th a t the 
Committee on Appeals recommended a resolution, which was adopted, which 
lays down what w7e believe is received in th is ju risd iction  as law—th at objec-
tion made by any member of the chapter after ballot, and before the candi-
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date lias been advanced, shall be esteemed and received as a ^ejection of the 
candidate.
, At th a t of August 3d, 1871, there was adopted, in  response to  the invitation 

of the General Grand Chapter to unite with it, the following :
“  W h e r e a s , The Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania has received from the 

General Grand Chapter of the Uni ted States a request to send delegates to 
the Triennial Convocation, to  be held in Baltimore, in September next, as a 
Committee of Conference to arrange term s of union, if practicable, with th e  
General Grand Chapter ; and 

“ W hereas, This Grand Chapter cannot see the advantages to be derived 
from any such union, but, on the contrary, many disadvantages ; therefore, 
be it

“  Resolved, That the Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania m ost 
fraternally declines to send such delegates as are requested .”

At the quarterly  “ communication” of November 2,1871, Companion Charles 
E . Meyer was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and Companion John 
Thomson, Grand Secretary. There was also adopted a resolution confirming
th e  sentence of expulsion o f ------------by a subordinate, which is certainly
dealing very mildly with M r.------------, and leaves us a t a distance liable to be
imposed upon b y ----------- .

At this “ communication,” also, there was adopted a revised “ Constitution, 
Rules and Regulations.” And at these several quarterly “  communications 
w arrants for new chapters were granted.

The annual “ communication ” was held on the 27th of December, 1871, Most 
Excellent Companion Michael Nisbit Grand High P riest, who rendered an ac-
count of his stewardship before laying aside the m itre. Afterwards he in-
stalled the officers elected previously, when the new. Grand High P riest deliv-
ered an address to the companions. In  th is he gives the resu lt of a corres-
pondence with Companion W. J  Hughan, of Truro, Cornwall, England, an 
untiring  investigator of masonic history, which we take the liberty of copying 
in full. This was preceded by a short history of the Chapter in Pennsylvania, 
which we also lay before our readers for their inform ation :

“ The early history of Royal Arch Masonry in Pennsylvania is no doubt inti-
mately connected with a chapter or chapters worked by officers of the British 
army, stationed in Philadelphia, about the middle of the last century. I t  will 
be found by reference to  the reprin t of the proceedings ot the Grand Chapter, 
th a t Lodge No. 3 claims the honor of having, as far as known, the oldest 
records of the Royal Arch degree in th is country, its records dating as far 
back as 1767. In  1795 the g reat innovator, Thomas Smith Webb, and a few 
others from the New England States, made strenuous efforts to  form a Grand 
Chapter in Pennsylvania; owing, however, to the influence of many members 
of the Grand Lodge, they were not successful, and the very object they tried  
to  accomplish was carried out by th e  Royal Arch Masons of Pennsylvania in 
form ing a Grand Chapter, subordinate, however, to  the Grand Lodge.

“  A few years after this, in 1797, a Grand Chapter of the N orthern States o f 
America was formed by Webb and his coadjutors. The present General Grand



1872.] APPENDIX. 87
C hapter of the Uuited States was not formed until 1806, at which time, if we 

‘ are not mistaken, they first claimed jurisdiction over the P ast M aster’s so- 
called degree.

“ In  1820, the members of the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania endeavored 
to  make the Grand Chapter an independent body, not subordinate to or under 
any control of the Grand Lodge. This movement was strenuously opposed 
by many distinguished masons, led by Brother Josiah Randall, more particu-
larly on account of the intended incorporation of the degree of Most Excellent 
Master. To the Mark M aster’s degree there appears to  have been not so much 
objection, as Brother Randall and others had previously received it, b u t how 
or where we have not been able to learn.

“ After a series of motions, pro and con, on the 17th day of December, 1824, 
the Grand Chapter became independent, and from that time Royal Arch ma-
sonry has prospered in th is jurisdiction.

“ At the November Grand Communication, the Grand Chapter unanimously 
recognized the Grand Mark Lodge of England and Wales as a legitim ate 
Grand Body, and it gives me great pleasure at tin's time to  extend a hearty 
w elcm e and to express the wishes of this Grand Chapter for its fu tu re pros-
perity. The Grand Mark Lodge of England and Wales was established in 
June, 1856, and now numbers over one hundred and th irty  lodges. I t  is pros-
perous and harmonious, and, when the question of jurisdiction is settled 
between it and the Grand Chapter of Scotland, will increase wonderfully.

“ Dering the past year, in order th a t I m ight be able to lay before the Grand 
Chapter as much information as possible on the subject of Capitular Masonry 
in Great Britain and Ireland, I  entered into correspondence with th a t d istin-
guished masonic historian, Companion William James Hughan, of Truro, 
Cornwall, England, who has kindly furnished me with answers to the follow-
ing questions, together with a short history of the Mark degree in th e  coun-
tries above nam ed :

“  ‘ m a r k  m a s t e r  m a so n .
Ques. Is  the Mark degree, as worked in England, the Mark Man or the Mark 

Master Mason ?
‘Ans. The Mark Man and M ark Master are both worked in g en era l; the 

first a^ preparatory to the la tter, but, generally speaking, only the Mark Mas-
te r’s. The “Ark,” “ Mark and Link or W restle,” are now obsolete. The Mark 
Man or Mason was given to FeUow Crafts on January 7,1778, at Banff, Scotland; 
b u t the Mark Master a t the same time was at the same meeting restric ted  to 
Master Masons. This is im portant, as the la tte r has been restricted to  m aster 
masons in Englad, Ireland, and Scotland.

‘Ques. Is it  recognized by the Grand Lodge or Grand Chapter of England ?
‘ A ns . The Mark is not recognized by the Grand Lodge or Grand Chapter of 

England. I t is, however, by the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter of Scot-
land,* and by the Grand Chapter of Ireland. The Mark in England is under

“ * The Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Scotland say s: ‘All lodges
holding of the Grand Lodge of Scotland are strictly  prohibited and discharged
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a  separate jurisdiction, called the Grand Lodge of Mark Masters, numbering 
over one hundred lodges, established in June, 1856. I t  is prosperous. A few 
lodges are granted for England by the Grand Chapter of Scotland, pro tempore.
The Grand Lodge of Mark Masters is recognized by the Grand Chapter of Ire-
land and the Grand Chapter of Canada.

‘Ques. W hat are the requirem ents of an applicant? Must he be a Fellow
Craft or M aster Mason, and m ust he “ pass the chair,” or be an “ installed 
M aster ” before applying ?

(Ans. The requirem ent is simply to be a m aster m ason; no m atter how short
a time.

‘Ques. How many candidates can be Marked at one and the same time, or is 
th ere no limit as to num ber ?

‘Ans. Any num ber can be advanced a t one time.
‘Ques. Who are its officers?
‘Arts. I h e officers are, Worshipful M aster, Senior and Junior W ardens, th ree

Overseers, Treasurer, Chaplain, Secretary, two Deacons, D irector of Ceremo-
nies, Assistant D irector of Ceremonies, R egistrar of Marks, Inner Guard or 
Time Keeper, Stewards, and Tyler. The Worshipful Master and W ardens, 
with the Overseers, are members officially of Provincial Grand Lodge and 
Grand Lodge. The Worshipful M aster m ust have been Worshipful Master of 
a craft lodge (actually), and been a warden of a Mark lodge for twelve m onths.

‘Ques. Is the Mark degree as worked in England the same as th a t worked in 
Ireland and Scotland ?

‘ Ans. The Mark degree is virtually the same in the three countries.
‘Ques. Are lodges of Mark M asters separately constituted and consecrated, 

and what degree is it numerically ?
‘Ans. Mark lodges are generally consecrated or constituted. No regular 

ceremony is generally worked, and none is authorized. Numerically, in Scot-
land, it is the fourth  degree, and so in Ireland. In  England there is no actual 
numeration whatever. I t  is, however, considered to  be numerically as in ter-
m ediate to th ird  degree and Royal Arch.

‘ PAST MASTEB.

‘Qp.es. Is the “ P ast M aster,” or ceremonial of “ Passing to  the Chair,” or 
“ installed M aster,” recognized by the Grand Lodge or Grand Chapter of Eng-
land?

‘Ans. In  England, the P ast Master means one who has served twelve m onths 
as worshipful m aster of a lodge, (actually). No honorary degree is allowed 
at all for such rank, and it is under Grand Lodge only, although it  is not term ed 
a separate degree. In  Scotland, it is the fifth in  rank under Grand Chapter, 
and is preparatory to the Arch, as is also the Mark, (fou rth ,) and Most Excel-
lent. (sixth.)
from holding any other meeting than those of the th ree Orders, viz, Appren-
tice, Fehow Craft, and Master Mason, denominated c S t. John’s Masonry,’ th e  
Mark forming p a r t of th e  second degree, though only to be conferred on mas-
te r  masons.’
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‘ B rother Laurence Dermott, Grand Secretary of the ‘‘Ancients,” (and sub-

sequently  Deputy Grand Master,) was installed Master of No. 26, Dublin, Ire-
land, 24th of June, 1746. The Constitution of the Grand Lodge of England, 
1723, speaks of the installation of the Master as “ certain significant ceremo-
nies and ancient usages.” The ceremony, however, was observed in the pres-
ence o f even the Apprentices.

‘Dr. Dassigny, of A. D. 1744, mentions b rethren  as “ having passed the 
■chair.” I  think the Installed M aster was originated about 1738, when the 
Boyal Arch was instituted, and by the “Ancients.”

‘I  notice in an edition of the Constitution of th e  Grand Lodge of England, 
A. D. 1738, the forty-seventh problem of Euclid is inserted , w ithout note or 
comment, a t the end of the work.

‘ m o s t  e x c e l l e n t  m a s t e r  m a so n .

‘Ques. Have you such a degree? I f  so, where and by what and whose 
.authority is it conferred ? If  conferred, is it recognized by the Grand Lodge 
o r  Grand Chapter ? Have they such a degree in Ireland and Scotland ?

‘Ans. Worked in England in connection with th e  Mark Grand Lodge. In  
Scotland, sixth degree, as above mentioned,

‘ r o y a l  a r c h  m a s o n .

‘Ques. Under what and whose authority is the Royal Arch conferred?
‘Ans. By Grand Chapters in England, recognized by Grand L odge; in Scot-

land, not recognized by Grand L odge; in Ireland, virtually recognized by 
Grand Lodge. In  Scotland, Grand Lodge only recognizes the three craft de-
grees and the Mark.

‘Ques. Is  the Grand Chapter a separate organization, (that is, independent,) 
and are subordinate chapters distinct organizations, and do they work under 
chapter w arrants ?

•‘Ans. Grand Chapters are separate organizations.
‘Ques. W hat are the qualifications of candidates for the degree ?
‘Ans. In  England, twelve months a m aster mason, unless by dispensation. 

Any number, even one, may be exalted the same evening. We never have or 
have had any rule requiring three candidates, proxy or otherwise, in this
country.

‘Ques. Who are its officers?
‘Ans. (Z.,) Zerubbabel or F irst Principal, (H.,) Haggai or Second Principal,

;(J .,)  Jeshua or Third Principal, Chaplain, T reasurer, Scribe E., (Ezra,) Scribe 
N., (Nehemiah,) Principal Sojourner, Assistant Senior and Junior Sojourners,*

“ * The three Sojourners are mentioned in the Constitution of Royal Arch, 
1778 and 1782, and so in all since under the “  M oderns,” so called, but really 
th e  “Ancients.”

“ From  Laws fo r  Society o f Boyal Arch Masons, 1778 and 1782, (London,) 
“Moderns f  I  have made the annexed extracts :

“  1. ‘ That, according to ancient custom, a complete Chapter of the Supreme 
Degree of Masonry consists of th ree Principals, who, when in chapter assem-
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Director of Ceremonies, Sword Bearer. Stewards, Banner Bearer, and Janitor. 
All are elected by members bu t Assistant Sojourners, who are chosen by the 
Principal Sojourner. The th ree Principals m ust be actual past m asters of 
craft lodges, and ihey m ust be taken seriatim annually.

'Ques. Have you such a degree or order as High Priesthood?
‘Ans. High Priesthood not recognized. Separate ceremonials, however, a t 

installation of each of the Principals, and at opening only P ast or Present
Principals are present.

‘Ques. To whom are your chapters dedicated?
'Ans. Dedication mainly as craft dedication.
'Ques. Does suspension or expulsion in blue or craft lodges work suspension 

or expulsion in the chapter ?
'Ans. Yes, in England and Ireland.
'Ques. Is there any difference in ihe work of England from that of Ireland, 

Scotland, and the United States ? and have any changes been made within a 
few years ?

'Ans. None of much importance, excepting in Ireland, where the officers are 
more after the American style. No change made of late years.

'Ques. Is the degree as worked now in England th a t of the Ancients o r
M oderns—Anderson or Derm ott ?

'Ans. A union of both iD 1817.
'Ques. Do you use the words “ Holy Royal Arch ?”
'Ans. “ Holy Royal A rch” never occurs in our Regulations, and is never 

used by Grand Chapter. The degree is often so called in our chapters, and so- 
designated in our summons. The term arose with the Ancients, b t in th e ir
constitution for 1756 it is called “ Royal Arch.” In  1807 it is styled the “ Holy 
Royal Arch ” by the same body.

'Ques. Have you a separate installation ceremony for each of the Principals 
in the chapter ? and who are present at the installation ?

'Ans. We have a separate installation ceremony for all the Principals, viz 
Zerubbabel, Haggai, and Joshua-, I t  is ra ther an elaborate affair. In England 
and Scotland you m ust serve as Jeshua before Haggai, and Haggai before 
Zerubbabel; and in England either Principal m ust be a past master before in-
stallation, unless by dispensation. None but possessors of the Principal’s 
degree to be installed can witness the ceremony.

'Ques. W hat is the Royal Ark 1 ariner’s .degree ?
'Ans. The Royal Ark Mariner’s degree is a side degree. I t is worked under

the Grand Chapter of Scotland, and given only to Royal Arch Masons. I t  has 
be n worked off and on for a century. In Eng'and it  is given to Mark Masons, 
and has a governing body. Excepting as a curiosity, i t  is useless.’ ”
bled, are to be considered conjointly as the Master and each severally as a 
M aster; two Scribes, th ree Sojourners, (the edition of 1778 has f>r Scribes 
th ree Sojourners,) and seventy-two others, as council ; and th a t no regular 
chapier of th is exalted degree can consist of m«»re ; but th a t any number may 
be exalted and received as companions, though not to hold the staff of office 
or be considered as councillors when more than  th a t number are present.’
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And we give his opinion of parliamentary rules in Grand Bodies. We do 

this, because Companion Hazlerigg, of Indiana, th inks all of these rules are 
applicable to our legislative Grand Body, which we noticed last year, and be-
cause the sixth rule for the regulation of our Grand Chapter allows, nay pro-
vides, for the motion to “ lay on the table 

“  W ithin a few years a custom has grown up in subordinate chapters and 
Mark lodges, and even in the Grand Chapter, of introducing w hat is term ed 
< parliamentary usage ’ in  the government of the chapter. Such motions as to 
“ lay upon the table,” “ indefinitely postpone,” “ the previous q u estio n ,& c ., 
when offered for the sole purpose of stopping debate and lulling the subject 
m atter under consideration, are, m ost undoubtedly, unmasonic, and should 
no t be tolerated,

“  The high priest has discretionary powers vested in him to decide when the 
debate is to eease and the question to be taken. He is bound to govern his 
chapter with justice, equity, and prudence, allowing the youngest member the
fullest privilege of the oldest, ever rem em bering th a t the peace and harmony 
of the chapter has been confided to hi? hands, No question should be taken 
until the fullest and freest debate has been allowed.”

The report on Correspondence is by Companion Griscom, from  whom we 
have heard so agreeably before. We know he will excuse us if we only thank 
him for his courteous mention of our proceedings, as we have already occu-
pied much space in extracts from the Grand High Priest’s address on a m at-
te r so universally in teresting and instructive. We have not been more agree-
ably entertained by the perusal of any of the proceedings, and even with the 
fear of being esteemed prolix, we will give the le tte r of Companion Hughan. 
Those who may read this report, and we fear they will be few, will thank us 
foi* i t :

APPENDIX “ A.”
Capitular Freemasonry in  Great Britain and Ireland.

BY COMPANION W ILLIAM  JAMES H U GHAN .

“ In response to the invitation of my esteemed friend, M. E. Companion C.
E. Meyer, I  will endeavor, as time permits, to afford the companions in Penn-
sylvania a glimpse of British Capitular Freemasonry.

“ To commence the series according to custom, the Mark degree should of 
coursq first receive notice.

“ In Ireland Mark masonry is comparatively quiet at present.
“  Chapters are not compelled to give the degree as preparatory to th e  Royal 

Arch, and although it is under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter, but
little attention is paid to its  peculiar and impressive ceremonies, a  distinctive 
m ark m ay  (not must) be adopted, and separate certificates are issued, i f  re-
quired. S ix  m ark m asters are required  to be present at the opening, who 
m ust be duly qualified to fill the offices of m aster, wardens and overseers. 
Members are accepted as m ark m asters under that constitution w ithout any
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intention of being exalted, ju s t as with b rethren  who join the m ark lodges in 
Philadelphia and in England, &c.—being, of course, m aster masons.

“  Some of the foregoing rem arks having been made by me, and questioned, 
I  subm itted the points in dispute to  the Assistant G rand Secretary to  the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, and th a t m ost obliging companion confirmed my 
statem ents in full. In a le tte r dated 1 July , 1871, he observes : * I t is quite 
optional with b rethren  taking the Royal Arch to take the Mark degree, i. e 
as far as Grand Chapter is concerned; but very many chapters, by their by-
laws, make it a prerequisite. Hence it  is clear th a t, in  Ireland,

“ (a) The m ark degree is not a prerequisite for Royal Arch masonry, ac-
cording to th e  laws of the Grand Chapter.

“ (b) That some chapters do not work the degree.
“  (c) That lodges work under the chapter warrants.
“ (d) T hat m ark masonry has not the prominence as in other countries.
“  In  Scotland the mark degree is in a unique position. The Grand Lodge 

recognizes it, and so does the Grand Chapter. Any craft lodge, under its  
constitution, has a righ t to  work the degree, in Scotland, as a craft lodge, and 
many exercise th a t privilege ; and, in fact, all can. I t  is considered by some 
authorities to belong to the second degree, but no evidence in support of this 
position has been adduced. The earliest m inute known which alludes to  the 
degree is dated A. D 1778, of which we have a copy, and unequivocally con-
nects the mark m aster’s degree with the m aster mason.

“ T h e ‘m ark’ is a prerequisite for Royal Arch masonry under the Grand 
Chapter, and candidates for exaltation who have been ‘ advanced’ in a craft 
lodge, are accepted as m embers of th e fourth  degree.

“ The Grand Chapter has granted w arrants to form mark lodges in England 
from  A. 1). 1856, but never many a t any time have been working. Some of 
these, however, have been most successful, particularly one now working at 
M anchester. Some brethren , like the w riter, belong to both  jurisd ictions, 
and hope soon to see all undue rivalry a t an end. The w arrants contain a 
proviso th a t in the event of any governing body being recognized for the de-
gree in England, they should ipso facto  be canceled. I t  is believed by many 
th a t the tim e has come for these w arrants to be recalled, as a properly con-
stitu ted  governing body exists in England for th e  presen t time, with more 
than one handred m ark lodges on its roll and some thousands of members.

“ Unfortunately one of the lodges th a t took p art in the form ation of the 
Grand Lodge of Mark M asters (only one out of several) fo r England and 
Wales, A. D. 1856, viz, the ‘ Bon Accord Mark Lodge,’ held in London, m et by 
v irtue o f a w arrant from  the Bon Accord Chapter, in Aberdeen, Scotland, 
which was illegally granted.

Chapters, a t th a t time, had power to issue w arrants to work the mark de-
gree in  Scotland, but not in  England , which of course was masonically beyond 
the jurisdiction of Scottish chapters. This m isfortune has contributed, I  
fear, to induce the Grand Chapter of Scotland to continue the m ark w arrants 
in  England, although of course the m istake of some Scottish brethren cannot 
invalidate the position of the several m ark lodges which united to form the 
Grand Lodge in question, some o f which have worked the degree fo r  m any years 
before even the Grand Chapter o f Scotland was instituted. .
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“ We anticipate ere long th a t the good understanding and fellowship always 

subsisting between the members of both organizations will be indissolubly 
cem ented by the withdrawal of the warrants for Scottish m ark lodges in Eng-
land.

“  Companions in the United States can feelingly sympathize with those who 
are  suffering from ‘ invasion of ju risd iction,’ and although we in England as 
m ark m asters are content to wait patiently for free and full recognition of our 
•claims by the Grand Chapter of Scotland, we nevertheless shall be glad of a 
prom pt response.

“ In  Scotland, then, the m ark degree
“  (a) Is  recognized by the Grand Lodge and Chapter.
“  (b) I t is a prerequisite for Eoval Arch masonry.
“  (c) I t  can be given in a craft lodge, mark lodge, or as p reparatory  for the 

chapter.
“ (d) The Grand Chapter has lodges in England.
“ (e) Joining companions not ‘ m arked’ m ust be before the affiliation is 

complete.
‘ ‘ In  England the only degrees recognized by the Grand Lodge are th e  three 

first, the past m aster (viz, an installed master o f a lodge only, who has been 
duly elected, and formerly served as warden) and the Royal Arch.

“ The ‘articles o f uniorC of 1813, which bound the two rival Grand Lodges 
to  certain degrees, and no more, om itted any mention of mark masonry ; and 
although the Grand Chapter of Scotland and m ark m asters in England have 
•endeavored to secure the recognition of the degree by the Grand Lodge or 
G rand Chapter of England, they have signally failed. We say unhesitatingly, 
unless the Grand Lodge breaks its pledge, m ark masonry cannot be recognized in  
E nlgand.'

“ The solemn promise made in 1813 effectually shu ts out th e  m ark degree,* 
and it  is of no service to inquire whether the members were wise in so prom -
ising, as the pledge was given, and therefore m ust be honored by all who 
value treaties among masons.

“ This being so, the members of mark lodges were averse to  remain as a 
body without a head, and, naturally objecting to any foreign rule, formed a 
Grand Lodge, A. D. 1856, with many lodges under its jurisdiction. The de-
gree has rapidly spread, and the Grand Lodge has prospered exceedingly—so 
m uch so tliat now the lodges m uster more than  one hundred. Lord Leigh, 
the first Grand Master, is an esteemed Provincial Grand Master in  the craft. 
The next Grand Master was th e  E arl of Caernarvon, who is a Provincial Grand 
Master, and the present Deputy Grand Master of England (i. e., the next in 
au thority  to the Marquis of Eipon). The third Grand M aster was Viscount 
Holmesdale, also a Provincial Grand M aster ; and the Grand M aster a t the 
present time is a deservedly esteemed and respected well known craft mason

“ * I t  equally excludes from recognition the ‘ Grand Conclave of the 
K nights Tem plar,” (a most powerful and influential body,) the ‘ Ancient and 
Accepted E ite ,’ and the Eed Cross of Eome and Constantine. These three 
great organizations all recognize the Grand Lodge o f M ark Masters.
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and estimable clergyman.f Many well known noblemen and brethren trader 
the banner of English freemasonry are proud to acknowledge their member 
ship of th is Grand Lodge, many of whom are Past Grand Wardens of the 
Craft Grand Lodge. Some of the lodges are of ‘ time immemorial’ age, and 
have worked the degree no one knows how long, bu t certainly during the last 
century. W ithout such a Grand Lodge having been formed, the degree would 
have been little known in England, and although it is certainly a novel feature 
to  have a Grand Lodge for the mark degree, it is justifiable under the circum-
stances. The same novelty as a governing body was in stitu ted  for Royal Arch 
masons about the middle of the last century. Before then there was not a 
Grand Chapter anywhere over the globe, and never had been. The Royal Arch 
Chapters had no governing body before A. D. 1750, and, in response to  th e  
wants of the companions, the * Ancients’ form ed a Grand Chapter, and the 
‘ Moderns’ followed about A . D. 1766—new bodies entirely, as much as th e  
Mark Grand Lodge in 1856, but, like it, much wanted.

‘•The Grand Lodge of Mark Masters has the pleasure of knowing all its  
certificates are recognized by the Grand Chapters of Ireland  and Canada, and 
we feel sure th a t, whenever the ardent and enthusiastic companions in the 
United States are asked to  g reet English Mark Masters with a friendly grasp , 
they will do so. Indeed, already we rejoice to know th e  Grand Chapters of 
Pennsylvania and Iowa have decided to do so.

“  W i l l ia m  J a m es  H u g h a n .
“ Tnuao, E n g l a n d , November 24, 1871.”

SOUTH CAROLINA.

The Most Excellent Grand Royal Arch Chapter of th is  State convened on 
13th November, 1871, Most Excellent Jam es A. Hoyt, Grand High Priest, in 
th e east, with representatives from 27 subordinates.

From  the address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, we learn of 
complete harmony, and the proceedings show th a t zeal is being awakened, 
and that some of the chapters which had not m et since the war are yet not
w ithout life, and are struggling into warm th and life. The finances of the 
Grand Chapter are in a depressed condition, but our companions seem to be 
looking the m atter squarely in the face, and preparing to escape from their
em barrassm ent by “ re trenchm ent” and by “ contribution.”

T here are re tu rn s  from 27 chapters, showing £07 members.
Companion Hoyt ivas again made Most E xctllent Grand High Priest, and

Companion Augustine T. Smythe, Grand Secretary.
This la tte r made the report on Correspondence, reviewing 34 proceedings, 

Alabama being of the number.
“  t  His Deputy Grand M aster is Earl Percy. The Order, however, has been 

careless of appointing brethren  to office from mere social position only 
Hence, although many noblemen grace its ranks, and are on the roll of offi-
cers, there are also to be found in its highest posts the hardworking members 
of the fraternity.
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And while we thank him for the lengthy and courteous notice of us, we 

refer him to our remarks under the caption Maine for onr answer to the a t-
tacks on General Grand Chapter views. From his review of ourselves we 
learn th a t in the jurisdiction of South Carolina “ the rule is general, both 
with lodge and chapter, that no one suspended for non-payment of dues can 
be again admitted a member except by payment, petition, and unanimous bal-
lot, as with any other unaffiliated m ason.” The italics are ours. Does Com- 
pan;on Smvthe intend to imp'y th a t a brother suspended for non-payment of 
dues stands toward-; the fraternity in the position of an unaffiliated mason ? 
Can any masonic intercourse be held with him? We would prefer that Grand 
Bodies should make the rule imperative th a t one in default should be cited by 
the lodge or chapter and put upon trial for unmasonic conduct, and the pun-
ishm ent awarded bv vote of the body, then he stands fully suspended from 
all rights and privileges, and n > one could then doubt the position. On the 
o ther hand, can any brother be suspended as intended and understood in the 
O. B., except after he shall have been accused and tried ?

On a much mooted question as to the effect of objection by a member after
ballot, he say s :

“ There are certain requirem ents laid down for admission into a chapter, 
which are publicly made known, to -w it: that a petition setting for li ceriain 
facts, and duly recommended, m ust be presented at d read at one convocation, 
referred  to  a committee, and, upon their favorable report, be subm itted to the 
suffrages of the chapter, not earlier than the next convocation, when an unan-
imous ballot is required. Now what is the reason for this, b u t to notify mem-
bers of the chapter as publicly as possible, who are the candidates, and give 
ample opportunity for any one having objections to reject an unworthy appli-
cant. I t  is the duty of every member of the chapter to be present, and if not 
on hand at each convocation, he can be thoroughly posted by attending alter-
nately. If not there, he loses the privilege accorded to him, and is not true in 
his duty to the craft. B ut is the candidate at fault? He has fulfilled all that 
has been required of him ; and is not Companion Corson correct in holding 
th a t he can claim that the chapter also fulfill its promise ? Were the contrary 
ru le adopted, the candidate would be obliged not to stand one ballot, but an 
indefinite ballot, dep< ndent upon the time when he may chance to obtain his 
degrees, and the pleasure and convenience of the member to attend. And if 
it be considered as one of the righ ts of a m ember of a chapter to have his 
wishes as to candidates considered at any time, should not the committee be
instructed  to call on or communi 'ate with each companion, and ascertain 
whether he desires to object before any degree is given ? No, the rule and 
manner of admission is well linown, and if a candidate does all we claim of him 
he is entitled to his degrees, unless the objection be accompanied with rea-
sons sufficient to authorize the chapter’s refusing him. A companion so dere-
lict as to know not. the proceedings of his own chapter, deserves no favor 
from the c ra f t ; and while as anxious as any cne to preserve the purity  of the 
order, we m ust stand up for fair play and justice.”
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No more courteously written report appears before us, nor one bearing such 

unmistakable masonic spirit.

TEXAS.

Grand Chapter convened on 12th June, 1371, Companion S. S. Munger, Most 
Excellent G rand High Priest, and representatives from forty-four subordi-
nates.

The Most Excellent draws a nice distinction between affiliated and non-affil- 
iated  Royal Arch masons, when he decides th a t the regulation which reads,
“  This petition  m ust be signed by nine Royal Arch masons, accompanied with 
their certificate of dimit and recommendation of nearest chapter, means th a t 
those who are members of a chapter shall so state in the petition, and non-
affiliated masons only shall file their dimits. Otherwise, his rulings seem to 
be in accordance with the practice in th is jurisdiction.

One of the Grand Visitors reports th a t one of the Chapters which he had 
visited had had the m isfortune “ to lose the broom, in consequence of which 
th e  room appeared to g rea t disadvantage.” Won’t somebody send th a t chap-
te r a broom?

This Grand Chapter’s head seems to be “ level” on the subject of affiliation 
fees. S ee :

“  Resolved, That chapters under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter be, 
and they are hereby, instructed to abandon the practice of charging fees fo r 
affiliation.”

There is no report on Foreign Correspondence.
Chapters—91 chartered, 3 U. D . ; members 3,268.
Companion J. B. Jones was made Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and 

Companion Robert Brewster, Excellent Grand Secretary.

TENNESSEE.

This Grand Chapter held its Annual Convocation on 8th  November, 1871, 
Most Excellent Wm. H. Armstrong, Grand High P riest, with representatives 
from  seventy-four chartered chapters and six U, D.

The address of th e  M ost Excellent, as weil as the general business of th e  
Grand Chapter, are indicative of prosperity, and business capacity.

Eighty-seven chapters have a membership of 4,161.
The repo rt on Correspondence is by Companion Blackie. In  his introduc-

tion, he says :
“ We have endeavored to  be brief, to say as little of our own as possible, 

and to pu t before you a fair statem ent of what our companions in other ju ris-
dictions have been doing. We hope our efforts will give satisfaction.

“ We are glad to say that Royal Arch Masonry has never been so prosper-
ous, contented and happy. Long may it continue so. Recent events in the 
Northwest have in a terrible manner dem onstrated our liability to the vicissi-
tudes and changes of fortune, and th a t the noblest and most prosperous can-
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no t claim exemption from the common ills of life. Charity is now called for— 
charity to those who, once our political foes, are still our companions, and we 
have all had the opportunity to test our masonry by practical actions ra th er 
than  by lofty expressions. Let each of us help to bear our companions’ bu r-
dens, and endeavor to  lighten the burthen of their care. The night cometh 
when no man can work, but the present is ours, and can be woven by kindly 
words and generous deeds into a pleasingly remembered past. The knowledge 
th a t we have striven to do our best for the comfort of our feliow-creatures
will not only make us happy now, bu t in  th a t awful time when th e  soul is 
about to leave this earthly mansion, our thoughts will not be haunted by vis-
ions of forgotten vows, opportunities wasted, and param ount duties neg-
lected, Let us, then, prove the value of our lessons by caring for the unfor-
tunate, the widow and the orphan, and providing raim ent, shelter and provis-
ions for those who have suffered from the vicissitudes of God.”

We take the liberty of copying his entire history of a “ Masonic Conference” 
between delegates from the Grand Lodge of Scotland and other Grand Bodies
mentioned, which contains much valuable information :

“ m a so n ic  c o n f e r e n c e .
“ A conference of delegates from the Grand Lodge of Scotland, th e  Grand 

C hapter of Scotland, the Grand Chapter of Ireland, and the Grand Lodge of 
Mark Master Masons of England on the subject of the position of the Mark
Degree in England, was held in  the Freem asons’ Hall, London, on the 3d of 
April, 1871. Brother E arl Percy M. P. and Deputy Grand M aster of E n g -
land, was in the chair. Scotland was represented by Brothers Hay and Kerr, 
of the Grand Lodge, and Companions Mann, Mackersy and Entwisle, of the 
Supreme Chapter, and the Grand Mark Lodge by Brothers P ortal and Binckes. 
The Grand Lodge of Ireland was not a t first represen ted , bu t afterwards 
B rother B urdett appeared though not as a delegate. B rother Binckes stated  
th e  object of the conference to be the bringing about an understanding with 
the Grand Bodies of Scotland and Ireland by which the Grand Mark Lodge 
should be recognized as the conservator of the m ark degree in England, but 
th e  Grand Master of England had declined to send any representative, on .the 
plea that the mark degree is not recognized by the Grand Lodge or Chapter 
of England, and all he could do was to wish them  well as m aster masons. The 
Grand Master of Ireland stated  th a t in  Ireland the m ark degree is worked un-
der the exclusive control of the Grand Chapter, and all th e  degrees in Ire -
land, from the 1st to  the 33d, work harmoniously together and in unison, and 
he could see no reason why the mark degree should not be worked as in Ire -
land, and thought the proper step to be taken was to get the Grand Lodge of 
England to recognize the governing bodies o ther than th e  Grand Chapter. 
He had asked B rother Burdett to be present, but not in any way to commit
the Grand Chapter. Brother Mackersy, of Scotland, opened the debate. 
Some of his statem ents are of g reat interest. In  England, the B. A. degree 
follows immediately the M. M., but in Ireland, America, Canada and Scot-
land, the rite  is verj7, similar. As a consequence, when companions of I re -
land, Canada, or America visit Scotland, they can be present during all the 

7
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ceremonies, bu t English companions m ust be excluded during a great p art of 
them  disagreeable to the hospitable Scotch, but more so, we should think, to  
English. He deemed it of importance that, at least, the British Islands should
have uniform work, and hoped this conference m ight lead to such a happy re-
sult. I t  seems th a t in the year 1856, a subordinate chapter of Scotland, Bon- 
Accord, in Aberdeen, had taken of itself the righ t to g ran t a charter to a 
number of English brethren , who had been in Scotland and were much strucK 
with th e  beauty of the mark degree, and th a t they had with th is authority  
opened and worked a mark lodge in London. The natural resu lt of th is was,
of course, the death of Bon-accord Chapter, and the suspension of its offi-
cers. But the mischief was done, and the Grand Chapter could not get back 
the illegal charter. I t  was worked under in England, and at last the Grand 
Chapter allowed itself to be led into the doubtful position of yielding to the 
entreaties of the English brethren  and granting them  a legal charter. In  
consequence of the first action, other warrants were granted  in the territory, 
and th is went on for a year or two, but then the English brethren started  a 
Grand Mark Lodge of their own, and the mark degree came to have two grow-
ing heads in England. There seems some little m ystery  as to how th is Grand 
Mark Lodge was formed, but B rother Mackersy called attention to a curious
fragm ent of history in this connection. For a long time certain old operative 
lodges in Scotland had been in the practice of working the m ark degree, but 
in th e speculative lodges th e degree had never been worked. So little was
generally known of the existence of the mark as a craft degree, that in Glas-
gow an operative lodge, in the year 1860, had conferred it under St. John’s 
charter, and this coming to the knowledge of the Provincial Grand Lodge, 
was regarded as an irregularity, and the St. John’s Lodge was suspended. 
They made a bold appeal to the Grand Lodge, adm itting they had worked the 
degree, and said : c We have worked nothing more than we were entitled to  
do, as a part of ancient masonry, and have not introduced a new degree, be-
cause the m ark degree is not a new degree; i t  is the completing part of th e  
second degree.’ This came before the Grand Lodge, the lodge produced all 
its  evidence, and the resu lt was that the Grand Lodge was compelled to  admit 
th a t the mark degree, as practiced by them, was, in point of fact, a p art of 
the fellow-oraft degree, and was not a separate degree at all. Thus it became 
apparent th a t two jurisdictions in Scotland claimed to superintend th is de.- 
gree, and it became necessary for an agreement to be made between the Grand 
Lodge and Grand C hapter on the subject. The resu lt of rhis was th a t they 
stated  th a t the mark degree was wrought by operative St. John’s masons be-
fore the establishm ent of the Grand Lodge of Scotland ; th a t since then  it  
had been almost entirely abandoned by the lodges, and the Grand Chapter had 
assumed its managem ent. B ut th a t now they enacted and declared th a t all 
lodges holding of Scotland had the rig h t to work the m ark under their pres-
ent c h a r te rs ; but th a t to prevent confusion, th is degree, although held by 
the Grand Lodge to  be a second part of the fellow-craft degree, should only 
be conferred on m aster masons, and only in presence of those’who had re-
ceived the degree in a lodge or chapter ; th a t the same ritual should be used 
in  both bodies ; th a t any candidate for the R. A. who was already a mark m as-
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te r  of a St. John’s lodge, should not be required to take the degree again in 
the chapter ; th a t in the chapter it shonld be reckoned as the fourth degree in 
masonry, and th a t these rules should not in terfere with the superintendence
the Grand Chapter held over m ark masonry out of Scotland, or with lodges 
holding of it in England. This agreement made Grand Lodge and Grand 
Chapter one on the subject. When the Grand Mark Lodge was organized in 
England, the Scotch had no hostility  to  it, and indeed would have preferred  
to  have the degree of M. M. M. recognized by the Grand Lodge and Chapter 
of England, in which event they would have withdrawn all their warrants, and 
ceased from granting more to m ark lodges in th a t country. But until this 
was done, they would not take the initiative in recognizing the Mark Masters 
Grand Lodge. This was in  1864. The reply of the Grand Lodge of England, 
in 1865, was substantially th a t they recognized but four masonic degrees, and 
did not acknowledge the m ark as pure masonry, nor the pretensions of the
body calling itselr the Grand Mark Lodge, etc. Tbe Grand Chapter of Eng-
land said the same thing, nominis mutandis In  consequence the Grand Chap-
ter of Scotland declined to recognize the Grand Mark M aster’s Lodge. The 
m atter came up again in 1870, and was decided as we have told in  our notice of 
the Grand Chapter of Scotland, in this report. He believed the proper course 
was to lay before the Grand Lodge and Chapter of England the reasons which 
induced the Grand Lodge of Scotland to admit th a t the m ark is a p art and 
portion of the E. C. degree, and lay a report of all their proceedings before 
the Grand Lodge and Chapter of Ireland. I f  these Grand Bodies take the 
same view th a t was taken in Scotland, all difficulties are forever removed, be-
cause if this degree is taken up by St. John’s masonry, then the Grand Lodge 
and Chapter of Scotland will be in  a position to make a proper arrangement. 
B ut should the Grand Bodies of England decide that they never would recog-
nize the mark degree in  all time coming, then he thought the day might not 
be far distant when Scotland and Ireland m ight recognize the Mark Grand 
Lodge. He wished first to try  England, and if she recognized th e  m ark de-
gree, the work was done. If not, then Scotland was at liberty to co-operate 
with Ireland, and he thought there was no doubt what they would do. The 
discussion is then continued at great length. We cannot epitomize i t  all, but 
some points are of such interest th a t we are constrained to put them entire
before the companions of Tennessee. At one time in this discussion Brother 
Kerr, the present historian of the Grand Lodge, says :

“  ‘I t  was stated  that the Lodge of Glasgow, St. John, had conferred the de-
gree of m ark master, as a section of the second degree, in a regular working 
lodge. This was called in question and disposed of in the way which has been, 
stated  by Brother Mackersy, because it  was in accordance with their ancient 
working, and the Supreme Chapter of Scotland arranged to have all the can-
didates for the Royal Arch degree initiated as m ark m asters before they took 
th a t degree. Previous to coming to a decision on the subject, the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland appointed a committee of investigation, who conferred 
with the lodge of St. John, which is No. 3 bis on roll of Grand Lodge. This 
lodge holds a charter from Malcolm Canmore, against which some objections 
have been s ta te d ; but they have another from William the Lion, which is in-
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disputable, dated 1174. Thpy also state th a t as representing the ancien^ 
builders of Glasgow Cathedral, they only now practice tl>e traditional masonry 
received at that early period ; and on consulting their oldest members* they 
found th a t the ritual which they were practicing in 1860, was stated  to be ex-
actly the same as those old men, seventy or eighty years ago, had practiced 
when young. This statem ent was confirmed by their books, which were 
brought forward. I t was then shown from various sources th a t some of the
old lodges in Scotland had existed from a very early period—for example, the 
Lodge of Edinburgh, No. 1, Mary’s Chapel—went so far back in her history as 
to say th a t the lodge was originally brought to th is country by David the
F irst, and as a traveling lodge erected the Chapel Holvrond in 1128 ; also Mel-
rose Abbey, and various o ther buildings, and came back and settled in Edin-
burgh. They were a lodge of operative masons, and continued so until the
last century. From this body rose the Incorporation of Masons. They had 
g rea ter powers by their charter of incorporation than as a lodge, none else 
being allowed to do masons’ work within Burgh. I t  was also found th a t in 
th e  Lodge of Edinburgh, Mary Chapel, the members signed the books with 
their marks. “ At a Conference or Grand Lodge held in Holyrood Palace in 
1598,” it was ordained : “ That no master or fellow-craft be received or admit-
ted  without the number of six m asters and two entered apprentices, the war-
den of th a t lodge being one of th e  said six, and th a t the day of the receiving 
of the said fellow-craft or master be orderly buikit (booked), and his name
and mark inserted in the same book.”

*  *  *  *  * * * * * * *

“ ‘From the unwillingness of members of the old lodges to  commit any-
thing to writing it is difficult to find direct evidence. However, under date 
1559, on the sill of one of the windows of the choir of Glasgow Cathedral we 
find the square and compass engraved; the All-seeing Eye above ; the ladder 
with three steps ; the sun, moon and stars ; and a finger pointing to the three 
steps. In  those times when the secrets of the craft were very much looked to 
and preserved with jealous care, you cannot expect very much explanation of 
the system then practiced ; but you can see by those symbols th a t at th a t time 
speculative masonry did exist. There are also lodges which state distinctly 
th a t they follow out those signs and symbols which had been tran sm itted .to  
them from time immemorial. In  the year 1707 a lodge of operative masons, 
styled the Edinburgh Journeymen Masons, to which I  belong, separated from 
the parent stock Mary’s Chapel. They had a dispute about a benevolent fund, 
and the m atter came before the Supreme Courts. By that proceeding we h-tve 
it  recorded th a t the lodge made entered apprentices and fellow-crafts, bu t I 
believe no o ther degree of masonry except the m ark master, who was m aster
of the lodge. In (he judgm ent which was given by the Supreme Courts they 
not only gave power for thif Lodge Journeymen to exist, but to give the m a-
sonic word and receive dues therefor, but also to sue the Lodge St. Mary’s 
Chapel for such fu rther portion of masonry which they were not then pos-
sessed of. Twenty years after, it is recorded th a t the Lodge Journeym en re -
ceived the th ird  degree from the parent lodge.

“ ‘Brother Binckes : Then, you say the Overseer Tvas the Chief officer ?
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“  ‘ Bro. K err : Yes ; because a large portion of the lodges are fellow-craft 
lodges.* * * * * * * *

“  £Bro. P o r ta l: On whom was the m aster’s degree conferred?
“ ‘Bro. K err:. Upon men who designed and planned work for those em-

ployed under them  to execute. These were men of intelligence, who instructed 
others th rough symbolical teaching and otherwise. The subordinate lodges 
were composed of workmen who were taugh t in the lodges. Yet m asters may 
even be reduced from th a t position to a fellow-craft. In  the Regulations re-
ferred  to as having been adopted at the meeting in  Holyrood Palace, in 1598, it 
is stated, c That all m asters undertaking work be very careful to see their scaf-
folds and footgangs securely set and placed, to the effect th a t through their 
negligence and sloth no h u rt or injury come to any person employed at the 
work, under the pain of discharging them thereafter to  work as masters hav-
ing charge of work; but shall ever be subject, all the rest of their days, to 
work under or with another principal m aster having charge of the work.’

* * * * * * * *
“ ‘Bro. Kerr : These rules of 1598 were promulgated during the time the 

head of the Rosslyn family was Hereditary Grand M aster Mason. Copies of 
the rules were sent to the lodge at Aitcheson’s Haven, and they are now pre-
served there. I  need not show fu th er that the Grand Lodge of Scotland in-
vestigated this subject very fully. The greatest difficulty arose in getting 
written evidence; because from the strictness of the obligation, even in the 
old m inute book there is very little information concerning masonry to be got. 
There is, indeed, very little in them beyond the names of those who were 
present a t the meetings, and the am ount of money received. As to marks 
being used at an early period, you have doubtless at the present day the tra -
ditional practice of operative masons of using them  on implements, tools, 
chisels, and in many cases upon the stones they work. Some < pera ive lodges 
took apprentices bound to the lodges up to about the year 1780, and these 
young lads while out with a F. C. or' Journeym an, working along with him, 
used a mark, called a blind mark, frequently placed in connection with the 
regular mark of the fellow-craft. There was also the official mark or equilat-
eral triangle. In Rosslyn Chapel upon four ruined altars th a t were dedicated
to the four Evangelists, every stone was marked with an equilateral triangle. 
So far we show their early use from ancient customs, and the existing marks 
on buildings and the continuation of the practice both by operative masons 
and existing operative lodges. In  many of the old m inute books the name is 
not only signed, but the m ark is p u t behind it, in some places before. In  the 
ritual practiced, even in the oldest forms you have of it, it is stated  th a t the 
stones were hewn at a  distance, marked and num bered; but there is nothing 
whatever in the instruction now given that describes the m anner of marking 
or anything else relating to  i t ; but in the Mark ritual the whole is fully de-
scribed, and i t  is shown th a t each individual has a mark, the apprentice and 
fellow-craft. Looking to the lodge, you have the junior warden telling you 
thau his duty is to m ark the time, in other words, he takes account of the 
time. The senior warden tells you th a t he has to pay all the wages; he is 
paym aster. This has reference to something th a t m ust have been done, some
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work th a t has been perform ed. What are yon to  pay for ? W hat amount are 
you to pay ? Yet you are brought into a chamber to receive wages. You have 
an indication of something that is incomplete in th e  second degree. Whereas 
in the Mark ritual you are told th a t the overseer or foreman m ust examine the 
work done. He then records the amount of work th a t has been sent forward 
to  the building, properly marked, which he states opposite the corresponding 
mark in his book. And when the workman comes forward to receive the 
wages, you have the treasurer called upon to pay the amount due as entered 
against those marks. I  mention th is to  show th a t the reference made in the 
two first degrees is to  something w ithout which they are not complete, and 
th a t the section of the f ellow-craft degree, now called the m ark m aster degree,
supplies what is required. I t  is not a separate degree, but a superior or clos-
ing section of the F. C. degree. I t  is to be remembered th a t a foreman is a
F. C. He may be a foreman to-day. The m aster may say at th e end of the
day, I have no fu rther employment for you in th a t capacity ; but if you like to 
work for me as a F. C. fo r two or three days, I  will gladly give you work until 
you find employment as a foreman or overseer. In  a m ark lodge the office 
bearers are only overseers, styled junior, senior, and m aster overseers—show-
ing clearly th a t they are in charge for a superior authority. These overseers 
not only directed the workmen, but gave an account of the time employed, 
and received plans and instructions from the m aster, to  be communicated to 
th e  workmen, whether relating to plain or m ore intricate portions of thp 
work. Passing onward, we have the th ird  degree in two parts. The first in-
troductory, and the la tte r containing a legend, where a reference is made to a 
superior order of fellow-craffcs who bore rule over the others, having conspired 
together. In  the present course of instruction, there is only one order of 
fellow-craft recognized. Yet reference is distinctly made to a superior order, 
which can only be reconciled by referring  10 the teaching given in the Mark 
ritual. There is a very general idea, I  am sorry to say, th a t the th ird  degree 
is a very modern invention, while i t  is the best authenticated portion of the 
th ree degrees. I t is simply an astronomical problem showing the state of the
heavens at the time the foundation stone of the Temple of Solomon was laid 
We have notes of it in Scotland. I  recollect seeing it worked out upon two. 
large te rrestria l and celestial globes by an eminent astronom er. The globes 
were properly rectified and the state of the heavens m inutely noted. Tho 
signs and words of the degree were obtained, and the reason of the imple-
m ents being used in the legend of the th ird  degree, also the nam e being thrice 
repeated—why the ear of corn and the waterfall are depicted, and the direc-
tions in which the procession moves. I t  has proved itself to  be one of th e  
best authenticated of the th ree degrees. The astronomer asked whether I  
would mind leaving the notes with him. I  did so, and he afterwards informed 
me th a t he went over the whole with a very learned Professor, who expressed 
his opinion that it was evidently a very ancient system of some kind or other. 
He did not care whether it was masonry, or w hat i t  was ; i t  appeared to  be of 
undoubted antiquity.

“  ‘Bro. M ackersy: Were these gentlemen masons ?
** ‘ Bro. K err : N o ; I  may mention that what I  have stated , as a short sum-
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mary, occupied many long meetings of the Committee of Grand Lodge, when 
they were considering whether they would recognize the Mark degree as a 
p a rt of the fellow-craft. They investigated the subject very fully. The then 
Deputy Grand Master, B rother Whyte Melville, also made inquiry and found 
the marks to have been used in the older lodges, as already stated. After-
wards the late Dr. Walker A rnott, who was very much opposed to Grand
Lodge taking up the m atter, made the same inquiry, and the evidence he col-
lected was corroborative. He intim ated to Grand Lodge th a t mark masonry 
m ust have been a portion of the old masonic system. That body then directed
their Committee with the Supreme Royal Arch Chapter to prepare a ritual- 
The only difference being th a t the old lodges speak of a square stone, and the 
Royal Arch of a keystone.’

“ These points of in terest are all th a t we feel a t liberty to extract, as our 
space is limited. We would recommend the reading of the whole debate to 
the conference. On April 4th the conference m et again, Col. B urdett, of the 
Grand Chapter of Ireland, occupying the chair. After a  considerable amount 
o f very interesting discussion, the following resolution was adopted :

“ ‘jResolved, 1. That the delegates report the proceedings of this conference
to their respective constituents.

‘ 2. That in event of all, or either of, the sister Grand Lodges and Chapters 
considering it advisable to bring the proceedings of th is conference before
th e  Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter of England, and of the la tter Grand 
Bodies declining to recognize the Mark degree, or, in event <>f its being con-
sidered unnecessary to approach the Grand Lodge and Grand C hapter of Eng-
land, the Grand Lodges and Grand Chapters of Scotland and Ireland be recom-
mended to recognize a goyerning body in England over the Mark degree,’ 

“ This being disposed of, Brother Portal attem pted to introduce the subject 
c f  other degrees, and asked “  the representatives of the Grand Chapters of 
Ireland and Scotland if they would be prepared to concur with him in the 
creation of some body, either to be called cThe Council of Excellent M asters,’
or any name th a t m ight be agreed upon, for working such degrees as the Ex-
cellent, Most Excellent, and Super-Excellent Master, and the Knights of the 
Sword, and of the East, and of the East and West, so th a t Royal Arch Masons 
leaving this country may be furnished with all those degrees under the Royal 
Arch system which the Royal Arch Chapter of England does not include.

“ Bro. Mackersy, on behalf of the Grand Chapter of Scotland, sympathized 
with the remarks, but was not authorized to act in reference to any thing but 
the Mark degree. After some few rem arks the conference closed in hearty 
friendship and good will. We expected to  have heard more of th is before 
present convocation of the Grand Chapter. A private le tte r from Companion 
Mackersy that the question and the report from which we have quoted were 
brought before the Supreme Chapter on the 22d of June, and was rem itted to 
committee for the purpose of bringing up at the next quarterly convocation a 
full report on the subject embraced in the conference. A number of questions 
as to the working of the chapter degrees in Tennessee and other portions of 
th e  United States, were subm itted to us, to which we made a full reply. But 
we have heard nothing of the result of the September convocation.”
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Companion A. J . Wheeler was made Most Excellent Grand High P riest, and 

Companion John  Frizzell, Grand Secretary.

VIRGINIA

Had a Convocation of its Grand Chapter on the 13th of December, 1871; Most 
Excellent John P. Little, Grand High Priest, and representatives from 32 sub-
ordinates.

The council degrees form a p art of their chapter degrees, and in conse-
quence, a visitor from this jurisdiction who has taken these degrees in  a 
council, cannot sit in  chapter conferring them , and one who has not taken 
these degrees, cannot be allowed to be present in the chapter conferring them. 
Can this n o t ' e remedied ?

Companion William B. Isaacs, from  Correspondence, thus excuses himself, 
with a fraternal adieu to the other members of the—wb at you may call our
society :

“ He is again compelled, by force of circumstances, to throw himself on the 
indulgence of the Grand Chapter. His public duties and private engagements 
have been such constant and unceasing consumers of his tim e, by day and 
by night, as to prevent him from taking even a cursory glance over the pro-
ceedings with which he has been favored. As he advances in years, his en-
gagem ents appear to increase pari passu , and he would respectfully request 
the Grand Council to relieve him, at least for the present, from further ser-
vice in th is branch of the Royal Art, from which he, personally, ha** derived 
so much instruction and pleasure, without, he fears, making a corresponding 
re tu rn , either to  this Grand Chapter or to his companions of the “  reportorial 
corps.” In  asking thus to be relieved, he would beg to say to his fellow mem" 
bers of the “ Mutual Admiration Society,” th a t he has lost none of his zeal in 
th e ir cause. While their criticisms have, at times, been severe, doubtless 
they were deserved ; and he begs to re tu rn  them, collectively and individually 
his thanks for the kindnesses and courtesies he has received at their hands.” 

Forty chapters made re tu rn s ; members 1,841.
Companion Robert E. W ithers was mace Most Excellent Grand High P riest, 

and Companion John Dove, Grand Secretary.

WEST VIRGINIA.

We have the proceedings of sundry chapters in West Virginia, which, under 
permission of the Grand Chapter of Virginia, proceeded to organize a Grand 
Chapter for th a t State, by convention of delegates from five chapters, held on
the 16th of November, 1871, when they elected officers, and the Grand High 
P riest of Virginia proceeded to “ consecrate, constitute, and dedicate th e  
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of West Virginia in due and ancient form .” 

Companion L. A. Luce was their first Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 
and Companion A. S. Chambers their first Grand Secretary.

We wish them  God speed in their mission of love and adoration.
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VERMONT.

We have the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of th is  State, held on the 
16th of June, 1871, over which presided Most Excellent E A. Jew ett, Grand 
H igh Priest. We greatly like the following sentiment, taken from  the Grand 
H igh P riest’s address:

“ I  have received during the recess of the Grand Chapter, two applications 
for permission to confer degrees, w ithout the delay required by the General 
Regulations. Believing th a t such privileges should be used with g reat cau- . 
tion, I  declined to give the desired permission. Another has well said, ‘ Ma-
sonry seeks no man, but quietly waits to be sou gh t; and he who desires to 
enjoy the rights, privileges, and benefits of freemasonry, m ust abide masonry’s 
own time to confer those rights, privileges, and benefits upon him.” *

The address contains a lengthy and strong argum ent for the Grand Chapter 
to  reunite with the General Grand Chapter.

Companion Squire Marcy gives us the report on Correspondence, fraternally 
noticing our proceedings for 1870; and we sincerely regret th a t we will lose so 
courteous a reporter. But he says, “ Our official relations with the capitular 
fratern ity  will cease with the present convocation. Age, infirm health, and a 
desire for repose, all conduce to th is step.”

The Grand Chapter determined to present to  another aged companion, P ast 
Grand Secretary, some memento of their esteem, the notice of the acceptance 
of which is as follows ;

“  Companion Hollenbeck accepted the cane, and in a voice choked by emo-
tion, attempted to reply, but his feelings overpowering him after a few words 
of thanks, he was obliged to sit down. The Grand Chapter then saluted him 
with the private grand honors. I t  was an occasion th a t will long be remem-
bered by every one present.”

Chapters, 24; members, 1,562.
Most Excellent Grand High Priest, E. A. Jew ett.
Excellent Grand Secretary, W. H. S. Whitcomb.

WISCONSIN.

We hail the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of this State, held on Janu-? 
ary, 17, 1872, with Most Excellent Joseph Y atts, Grand High Priest, and Com-
panion William T. Palmer, Grand Secretary, and representatives from forty 
chapters.

The Grand High Priest’s address is purely devoted to m atters of local in-
te rest, and is a straightforw ard document.

The Jurisprudence Committee reported the following resolution, which was 
adopted:

“ Resolved. That voluntary non-affiliating in a lodge, of over one year’s con-
tinuance, shall subject the companion to suspension from the chapter, and his 
sta tus during the fu rther continuance of such non-affiliation with a lodge,



106 APPENDIX. [1872.
shall be th a t of a companion suspended for non-payment of dues, and his re-
storation effected by again becoming affiliated.”

And also recommended the adoption of the following, and i t  was adopted: 
“Resolved, That the examination of candidates for advancement, provided 

for in Art. 5, sec. 11 of the constitution of this Grand Chapter, shall be limited
to the obligation of the degree and knowledge of means of recognition; and 
th a t the candidate shall be able not only to repeat the obligation,‘but to give 
evidence th a t he understands what it means, and has a proper conception of 
his masonic duties under, and by virtue thereof. This provision is not to be 
construed as an amendment to the constitution, but simply declaratory of its 
true intent and meaning, and as such, shall have the same force and effect as
if particularly stated therein.”

Companion J. P. C. Cottrill makes a most admirable repo rt on Correspond-
ence, and we copy his views dissenting from  the decision of our Most Excel-
lent Grand High P rie s t; but with this exception, he says, *4 the address is 
m ost excellent, and worthy of its honored author :”

44We notice a decision of the Grand High Priest, which was approved by 
the Grand Chapter, to which we cannot assent. C.. rta in  m aster masons re-
siding in Georgia, but nearer to an Alabama chapter than  their own, desired 
to  petition the Alabama chapter for the degrees. I t  was held th a t the Ala-
bama chapter m ight take jurisdiction of these applicants upon consent of the 
Georgia chapter. The correspondence in the case was kind and fraternal, and
exhibits a m ost commendable courtesy and brotherly consideration. Yet, we 
cannot agree to the proposition th a t a chapter in one grand jurisdiction may 
surrender its m aterial to a chapter in another, o r th a t the latter may take
jurisdiction in such cases even on the form er’s consent. No masonic body 
should surrender its m aterial to another body even in the same grand jurisdic-
tion. A mason should be made at home, where he is known—where he will 
certainly receive justice, if worthy, and where he will m ost certainly get his 
deserts if unworthy. Of course, we admit th a t a prophet is not without 
honor except in his own country, but we are not speaking of prophets. We 
have seen so many cases where m aterial has been rejected in the jurisdiction 
to  which it belonged, and where weak men, strangely enough, had pluck 
enough to black-ball in their own body, but hadn’t enough to refuse to le t the 
candidate apply elsewhere, and thereby have so often seen strangers take in 
the men whom their own neighbors would not, th a t we have long ago bebome 
convinced th a t jurisdiction of a candidate ought in  no case whatever to be re- 
linguished. Especially should i t  not in favor of a body in a foreign State.” 

Well, Companion Cottrill, we can’t  say whether we, or the report, is an ap-
pendix. But we can truly  say, th a t although we, perhaps, would not have 
read so much of masonic proceedings had it not been made our imperative 
duty, yet we would willingly again undergo the same labor, to receive the 
same pleasure and instruction. Yet we feel sure th a t only a few of the com-
panions of our own jurisdiction, for whom we toil and write, ever read these 
reports. They are, as you suggest, 44 the main part of the proceedings,”  
whether quantity  or quality be considered.” I t  is here th a t is found the com-



1872.] APPENDIX. 107
parison of diverse views, and these reports have done more to harmonize, and 
render uniform the general rulings, than anything else. I t is from these that 
we learn the opinions prevalent in o ther jurisdictions, and it is here th a t these 
are debated, and the opinions derived by which many questions are se ttled ; 
and when settled, in a manner producing harmony throughout the system.

Ju s t listen to Companion Cottrill on non-payment of dues. We agree with
him, but we hold th a t however mean, however debased a mason may be, the 
very essence of our institution requires th a t he shall be held and received as 
a  brother until he has been charged with his meanness, had an opportunity 
given him of disproving the charge, and been punished by his brethren . We 
hold th a t it is contrary to the spirit of our institution to allow the dictum of a 
by-law, or the provision of a constitution, to say th a t he is not our equal, and 
cannot meet us on the square :

“ Non-payment of dues may be, and probably is, a small offense ; bu t as it 
grows to smallness, it intensifies in m eanness; and as it becomes intensely 
mean it  also becomes egregiously unmasonic. Of course we mean here those 
who can, and will not pay. Let the dead-beats be weeded out, in all depart-
m ents and by all lawful means.”

We are glad to see th a t Companion Cottrill will repo rt again next year, Leo
'Golente.

Companion C. F. G. Collins was made Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 
and Companion W. T. Palmer was continued Grand Secretary.

Thus, Companions, we have attem pted faithfully to perform the duty as-
signed to us, and though at times we may seem to have been prolix, in every 
instance we have selected what we thought would be instructive as well as in-
teresting. The greatest difficulty we have had to contend with is the ever- 
recurring  conviction th a t our production will be read by only a few of our im -
mediate family and the reporters.

The Grand Chapter ought to hear and be willing to listen to these reports
for oftentimes they contain m atter of g reat importance to the craft, and al-
ways more or less of masonic law, and we are satisfied th a t if they were more 
generally read, as well as the repo rt of the Grand Lodge, our presiding offi-
cers of both lodge and chapter would less frequently  annoy the Grand Officers 
with oft-repeated enquiries on the most absolutely established points 01 ma-
sonic law.

Below we presen t for your adoption a resolution in relation to the Grand 
Chapter of West Virginia, a new star in the Royal Arch firmament, and which 
we recommend for adoption.

Respectfully submitted,
* P . J . PILLANS,

Chairman.
Resolved, That the Most Excellent Grand Chapter of Alabama m ost fra ter-

nally and warmly greets the advent of the Most Excellent Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of West Virginia, and congratulating its Companions, this Grand
Chapter extends to it  the righ t hand of fellowship, expressing the hope that 
its career may not only be honorable but useful in exciting zeal and advancing
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Representatives of Other Grand Chapters Near the Grand Chapter 
of Alabama.

R ic h a r d  F .  K n o t t . .
P e l e g  B r o w n ..........
P a l m e r  J .  P i l l a n s . 
D a v id  C l o p t o n . . . . .
D a n ie l  S a y r e ..........
R ic h a r d  F. K n o t t . 
R ic h a r d  F . K n o t t .

.Mobile...........
Mobile .
.M ob ile ..........
. Montgomery. . 

..Montgomei'y.

, .Minnesota.
.Indiana.
.Louisiana.
, .Mississippi.
..Oregcn.

.M obile ....................................... New York.

. Mobile........................................California.

Representatives of the Grand Chapter of Alabama Near Other
Grand Chapters.

G eo r ge R. F e a r n .  ........................ ..Canton....................................  Mississippi.
R ic h a r d P. E a r h a r t .................................Salem .........................................Oregon.
J o h n  W. S i m o n s .......................................... New Y o rk ....................................New York.
H a rvey G . H a z e l r ig g ..............................Indianapolis............................... Indiana.
J o na t h an  S. D a w so n ................................ P a r i s . . . . .....................................Tennessee.



Names and Numbers of Chapters,
With the number o f members, amount o f dues paid to the Grand Chapter, and 

the number o f those advanced, presided, received and acknowledged, exalted,
affiliated, rejected, and dimitted, since last return.

St*1
Bcra>
*1 Names of Chapters.

No. M
em

bers.

s
£
eercw

o.
BPC5tt>&

Presided........

Rec'd & 
Ack’d.

Exalted 
----

Affiliated.......j
Rejected.......

||D
im

itted.......

1 Tuscaloosa............................ 41 30 75 5 5 5 3 i
5 E unom ia................................... 54 40 50 3 3 3 3 2
fi Cj'rus ......................................... 46 34 50 6 6 9 9
9 Clinton........................................ 31 23 25

19 Tnscumbia................................. 36 27 00 3 3 3 3 i
12 Marion .................................... 47 35 25 2 2 4 3 5
17 W etumpka................................. 21 18 00
19 Mount M oriah.......................... 37 27 7ft
20 Livingston.................................. 82 !i 00 3 3 3 6 4
21 Mobile........................................ 76 57 00 9 6 6 6 7
22 Montgomery............................... 61 45 75 2 2 3
23 48 36 00
24 iiiifaula............. . .................. 38 24 75 1 1
25 tlou rtlan d .................................. 69 i 2
26 Union................................... 25 18 75 3 3 3 3 1
27 Dayton......................................... 24 18 (0 3 3
28 Saint John 's .............................. 83 62 25 7 7 7 7 4 i
80 James Penn .............................. 64 2 4
32 Fulton........................................ 19 14 25
34 Herm on.......... ....................... 68
35 James L. Daniel...................... 22 16 50 2
36 Pickensville............. ........... 22 16 50 2
37 Concord..................................... 34 17 00
40 Camden..................................... 32 38 00 2 3 3 3 1
43 Tuskegee................................... 19 14 25 1
44 Choctaw...................................... 34 36 51 8 8 6 6 1 3
54 Tyrian............................. ......... 38 28 51 3 1
57 Lebanon.................................... 44 i 1
62 Rockford .................................. 44 33 00 3
63 Clayton ...................................... 55 82 50 6 6 6 6 1
64 Central....................................... 20 15 00 2 2 2 i 1
65 Russell....................................... 26 1 1
66 Alabama.................................... 48 36 00 6 6 9 6 6
67 F arrio rv ille ............................. 14 10 5(1 2
70 <.hoc taw Corner...................... 17 12 75
71 L andm ark ................................. 38 58 50 1 1 4 4
72 Vlidway.............................. 26
76 Elyton....................................., . . 75 12 12 12 12 7
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NAMES AND NUMBERS OP CHAPTERS— CONTINUED.

78
79
80 
81
83
84
85
86
87
88 
89
91
92 
94
96
97
98
99 

100 
101

N am es op Ch a p t e r s .

Danville. .............
H illabee................
Loachapoka.........
Jefferson................1
Bell ......................
C arro llton .............
Gaston...................
Coosa ................... .
Moulton................
Boslin...................
Somerville.............
George D. Norris'
Notasulga.............
Cowikee...............
Daniel P ra tt.........
Shelby....................
O xford .................
Thomas M. Bragg
Rock Mills...........
Mineral C ity .. . . . .

21 00 
9 00 

18 00
30 75 
16 50 
18 00 
18 75 
30 00 
15 75
34 50
35 00 

00
12 75 
12 00

15 00

Litfced
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BEST.

Benjamin N. Sawtelle, February 13...
Peyton R. Mason, May 1 ........................ )
Lewis 0. T utt, September 11.................j
John Weiss, March 19 ............................ /
William C. Penick, October 1 6  j
John W. Harris, March 2 ......................
Abram J. Walker, April ‘2 5 .................
Eliphalet Yeal, December 23, 1871 j
John  Hartung, April 8 ....................... '
John Black, April 1 9 .........................
John Gill Shorter, May 29.................
George R. Taliaferro, March 31........
P eter 0. Terrell, February 15.........
Jam es W. Buck, April 13...................
John  G. Avery, March ......................
Robert Hatcher, May 25....................
Matheson J. Williams, August 29... 
William A. Aikin, December 20, 1871 
Jackson J . G. Whitesides, March 6 .
William T. Bell .................................
Benjamin E. Cobb, March 30...........
Henry 0. H atcher, October 5 ................ )
Henry C. Hooten, August 14...............
John  R. Peck, August 19 .....................
John  0  Moorhead, March 26.................)
Carl F. Yagle, July 27..............................\
Jam es L. Linam, February —............... (
Henry Boltz, October 1 8 .......................j
Robert L. Mitchell, July 4 ....................
Benjamin U. Glover, January 3 ........... )
G. Franklin Smith, February 16....... \
Peter E. Temple, July 25......................
Philip R. Salter, April 2 ..........................)
William M. Reeves, October 20............. j”
William P. Bryant, January  25..............'
John N. Chancey, November 1, 1871..
Jonn  T. Register, March 1871.............
John W. Bledsoe, December 27,1871.. \
John L. Oliver, September 24.................j
Alfred H. Roebuck, January  —...........
Edmond Dismukes, January 28...........
Basil Grant, March 30 ..........................
William P. Martin, February 22..........
Goodwin Streater, June 1 5 ...................

Tuscumbia. 
Marion........
W etum pka..
Livingston
Montgomery

Eufaula.

Courtland___
Union.............

Saint John’s. 
James Penn

F u lto n .
Herm on  . . .
James L. Daniel.
Pickensville
Camden........
T uskegee. . .
Choctaw___
Rockford___
Farriorville

Land Mark

M idway___
E ly ton .......
Loachapoka 
Jefferson...
B e l l ...........
Cowikee___
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Suspended for Non‐Payment of Dues.

E u n o m ia  No. 5.—A. L. Wilkerson, J . 0 . Loganian, Albert R. Erskine, T. H. 
Dale, B. P. Stines, William Lawler.

Marion No. 12.—Edwin H. Bernhard, Samuel R. Freem an, Algernon S. 
Hinton.

W e t u m p k a  No. 17.—William L. Cunningham, Robert S. Williams. 
L iv in g s t o n  N o . 2 0 .—Byron B. Saunders, Daniel O . White.
M o b i l e  No. 21— Thomas B. Lyons, Solomon Markstein, Francis L. E. Nord- 

man, Starke H. Oliver, John M. Taylor, John B. Bacon, Jacob F. Holland, Al-
gernon S. Carrington, Simon Weiss, William W. Wilcox, G arrett Van Ant-
werp.

M o n t g o m e r y No. 22.—Noah B. Cloud, Stephen B. Pleasants, Thomas M.
Gilmer, Charles P. May, Samuel S. Harvey.

T a l l a d e g a  No. 23— Lewis E. Parsons, Jam es Barker, Jam es Embry, Jasper 
N. Haney, Thomas Hayden.

E u f a u l a  No. 24.—Sigmund Landower, Thomas S. Sm art, Patrick O’Byrne, 
Eugene Moore, Frederick L. Robertson, Sion W. Smith, Patrick F . Towers, 
E rnest L. Catteville, J. M. B. Kelly.
.  C a m d e n  No. 40.—Thomas Dunn, Joseph B . Holloman, Alexander B. Matfie- 
gon, John P. Marsh, Green F. Spurlin 

C h oc  r a w  No- 44.—Harrison Griffis, W alter D. Campbell, Abel G. Campbell, 
William McLean, Green G. Miller, R. M. H arper, Francis M. Hill, John W. 
Henson.

T y r ian  No. 54 Jam es Thaddeus, Wiley Williams.
R o ck fo r d  No. 62 John Smith, Meredith S. Bazemore, Thomas Smith, Allen

Mooney, Alfred Massey, Joel W. McClendon.
C l a y t o n  N o . 63.—William King, W. John  Miller, Jam es Lang, William A. 

Seales.
A l a b a m a  No. 66.—Augustus W. C ortright, Quincey A. Kellog.
L a n d  M a r k N o . 71 David Chancey, John C. Dean, John F. McLendon, C .

H. Kiser, Isaac N. Preston, James W. Pettis, Jam es D. Slaughter, M. D. 
Schloss, T. H. R. Spivey, Moses Spivey, John W. Simmons, James Turlington.

M id w a y  No. 72 Jam es R. Stewart, Haywood Pipkin, Benjamin F. Coleman,
William H. Thomas.

D a n v i l l e  No. 78 W. Rhodes, Jam es L . B ritton, Manoah V. Henry, John
Dutton, H enry L. Cowan, Anderson G. Copeland.

L o a ch a eok a No. 80.—Mark S. Andrews, Jam es J. Bedell.
B e l l  No. 83.—W. D Hood, John Lucius, A. J . Ashcraft, John P. Shaffer. 
C a r r o l l t o n  N o . 84.—George M. Lyles.
G a s t on N o. 85 J . Robert McElroy, J. Wesley Johnson, William Y. Peteet,

Needham W. Canaday, James C. Morgan, Jobn W. Taylor, Joseph C. Wood-
ward, William H. Evrington.
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E u n o m ia  N o . 5.—.Robert C. Brickell.
M a r io n  N o . 12.—S. L. W ashburn, Albert P. H inton.
E u f a u l a  No. 24.—Theodore Spurlock, Henry Thomas.
P ic k e n sy i l l e  No. 36.—Carl F. Yagle, Henry W. Doss, Joseph S. Walker, 

Sampson N. Ferguson.
Ca m d e n  N o. 40.—Malcom McNeill.
C ho c t aw  N o . 44.—John A. Russell,
R o ck f o rd  No. 62—John  R. Steely, Isam  L. Lee, John W. Bailey, Joh n  C. 

Penton, R. Simeon Penton.
M id w ay No. 72.—Jam es McCormick.
D a n v i l l e  No. 78.—W. B. Carter.

#

Suspended for Unmasonic Conduct.

John Pnreell........
■William N. Hayes

Tuscaloosa 
.Clinton___

No. 1 
“  9
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1 8 7 2 .

RlCUkPITOLATlQII.

C hapters th a t were represented.............................................  15
Members reported at th is Convocation .................................................  1,914
Dues received a t this Convocation...................................  $1,229 50

WORK OP THE TEAR.

Advanced............................................................................   . . .....................138
P resided ................................................................................................................  131
Received and Acknowledged.................................................................................... .132
E xalted .....................................................   123
Affiliated.......................................................     33
R e je c te d .. . . . ...........................   9

* D im itted ..............     76
D ied!...........................................................   44
Suspended for nnmasonic conduct.........................................................................  2

Expelled..........................      0
Suspended for non-payment of dues.....................................................................  99
R e in s ta te d ...............................................     18

STATE OP THE CHAPTERS.

Chapters square upon the books................................................................................45
C hapters delinquent....................................................................    18
C harters forfeited ................ 38

Whole num ber a t the end of the y ear............................................................ 101
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Notice to Subordinate Chapters.

Officers of Subordinate Chapters, and especially High Priests and Secreta-
ries, are requested to  take particular notice of the following :

“  Any Chapter under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter failing to  as-
semble once in any year, (at least once in  any year, is the meaning,) or being 
represented in this Grand Chapter for th ree years successively, or fail for two 
successive years to make their returns, and pay the dues required by the th ird  
section of th is article, the charter of such chapter shall be fo rfeited .”— (See 
Section 2, Article I I I ,  o f the B y-Law s o f the Grand Chapter.)

BEWMt<pe»T Gifii&PTIEIS 1872.
DELINQUENT IN  REPRESENTATION ONE YEAR.

No. 85...................................................................................... . . . . . J a m e s L.D aniel.
“  8 6 ..............................................................................................Pickens ville.
“  44............. ................................................................................Choctaw. *
“  65..............................................................................................Kussell.
“  78...............................................................................................Danville.
“  81................................................................................ ...Jefferson.
“ 9 1 . . . , .................................................... ................................... George D. Norris,

DELINQUENT IN  REPRESENTATION AND DU ES ONE TEAR.

No. 11..............................................................................................Phenix.
“ 25 .............................................................................................Courtland.
“  30.................................................... ...................................... .James Penn.
“  34..............................................................................................Hermon.
“ 53.............. ...............................................................................Uchee.
“  55................................................................... ...........................Suggsville.
“  57..............................................................................................Lebanon.
“  69..............................................................................................Lower Peach Tree.
“  76..............................................................................................Elyton.
“  90........... ....................................................................................Greenville.
“  9 3 ............................................................................................. Columbus.

CHARTERS FO RFEITED .

Numbers 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 29, 81, 33, 38, 39, 41, 42, 45, 46, 47, 48, 
49, 50, 51, 52, 56, 58, 59, 60, 61, 68, 72, 73, 74, 75, 77, 82, 90, 95.
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0. Alabama.......................... . .Daniel Sayre.............................. . - Montgomery.
1 . Arkansas ........................ . .Luke E. B arber..........................
2 . California ...................... . .Charles L. Wiggin.....................
3. Canada ........................... ..Thom as B. H arris .....................
4, Connecticut................... ..Joseph  K. Wheeler . .  .......... . Hartford.
5. D istrict of Columbia.. ..C harles W. Hancock.................
6 . D elaw are........................ ..Jo h n  P. Allmond.....................
1. Florida .......................... . .William M. M cIntosh...............
8 . Georgia............................ . Jam es E m m ett B lackshear.. .. Macon.
9. Illin o is .......................... . . .Jam es H. Miles ........................ . Chicago.

10. Ind iana............................ .. John M. B ram w ell...................
11. Iow a................................. . .William B. L angridge............. .. Muscatine.
12. Kansas ............................ ,. .Erasmus T. C arr......................
13. K entucky........................ ..Jo h n  M. S. McCorkle............. . .Louisville.
11. Louisiana........................ ..Jam es C. Batchelor. M. D ___
15. Maine ............................. . . I ra  B erry ....................................
16. M ary lan d ....................... . .William A. W entz ....................
17. M assachusetts............... . .Zebulon H. Thomas, J r ........... . Boston.
18. M ichigan........................ ..Jam es Eastm an Johnson .......... .  Centreville.

20. M ississippi..................... ..Jo h n  L. Power.......................... . .  JacKson.
21 . M issouri...................... . .George Frank Gouley............. . Saint Louis.
22. N ebraska........................ . .Daniel H. W heeler.....................
23. New H am pshire............ . .  Abel H utchins............................
24. New Jersey .................... . .John  W oolverton...................... . .Trenton.
25. New Y ork........................ ..C hristopher G. F ox ................. .. Buffalo.
26. North C a ro lin a ........... . .Thomas B. C arr........................
27. Nova Scotia.................... . .James Gossip..............................
28. Ohio........... ...................... ..Jam es  N esbitt............................ . .Troy.
29. O regon............................ ,. .  Richard P. E a rh a rt................. . Salem.
30. Pennsylvania................. . .John Thomson...........................
31. Tthode Is land .................,. .George H. B urnham ................ . .Providence.
32. South Carolina............... . .Augustine T. Sm ythe..............
33. Tennessee....................... ..Jo h n  Frizzell.............................
34. Texas ............................... . .Robert B rewster....................... ...H ouston.
35. Vermont.......................... ,. .William H. S. W hitcomb......... . .Burlington.
36. V irginia........................... . .John Dove, M. D........................ . Richmond.
37. West Virginia.................,. .Odell S. Long..............................
38. Wisconsin........................,. .William T. P alm er.....................
39. United S ta tes....................C hristopher G. F ox ................. . ..Buffalo.
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M o n t g o m e r y ,  December 0,1872.
The Council of High Priests for the State of Alabama 

met at its Hall, in the city of Montgomery, at 3 o’clock P. M.

PRESENT.

C o m p . N a t h a n i e l  T. L u p t o n .......................... President.
C o m p . E i c h a r d  P. K n o t t .................................Vice President.
C o m p . A n d r e w  J. B l a i r ,  a s . . ........................Chaplain.
C o m p . J a m e s  M i l t o n .........................................Treasurer.
C o m p . L e e  W. B a t t l e ,  a s ..............................Becorder.
C o m p . M y l e s  J. G r e e n e ................................ Master of C.
C o m p . H e n r y  C l a y  A r m s t r o n g ,  a s ...............Conductor.
C o m p . P e l e g  B r o w n ,  a s .................................. Herald.
C o m p . J a m e s  M. B r u n d i d g e ,  a s    .Steward.

MEMBERS p r e s e n t .

Companions Augustus P. Evans, Benjamin Dowd, Isaiah
B. Smaw, Palmer J. Pillans.

A Council of High Priests was opened in Ample Form,
with solemn and appropriate ceremonies.

Petitions for the Order of High Priesthood, accompanied 
by the proper and necessary vouchers of having been 
elected and installed to preside over Chapters of Eoyal 
Arch Masons, and the requisite contribution, were pre-
sented by—
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Companion James E. Cobb, of Tuskegee No. 43. 
Companion George W. Taylor, bf Kock Mills No. 100. 
Companion William S. Foster, of Mobile No. 21. 
Companion W alter C. Jackson, of Montgomery No. 22. 
Companion Henry W. Baker, of Eufaula No. 24. 
Companion John N. Browder, of Montgomery No. 22. 
Companion Zadoc J. Daniel, of Eufaula No. 24.
And were referred to a committee of three companions, 

who recommended that they be admitted to the Order; 
and a ballot was accordingly had, and they were elected.

The applicants (except Companion Henry W. Baker,
who was absent,) were then introduced, set apart, and con-
secrated to the Order of High Priesthood in solemn form.

The Council proceeded to the election of officers for the 
ensuing year, and the following companions were duly 
elected :
N a t h a n i e l  T. L u p t o n ........................ ...............President.
B i c h a r d  E. K n o t t .............................................Yice President.
J o h n  N. B r o w d e r ..............................................Chaplain.
J a m e s  M i l t o n ..................................................... Treasurer.
L e e  W. B a t t l e   ..................................... Eecorder.
J am es E . C o b b ..................................................................M a s te r  o f  C .
I s a i a h  B. Smaw...................................................Conductor.
W i l l i a m  S. F o s t e r .     ................................... Herald.
G e o r g e  W. T a y l o r ............................................Steward.

The minutes were read and approved.
The Council of High Priests was closed in Solemn Form  

until the next Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter 
of Alabama.

LEE W. BATTLE,
Recorder.


