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PROCEEDINGS.

The M. Ex. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of
Alabama held its Forty-sixth Annual Grand Convocation
at the Masonic Hall, in the city of Montgomery, on Tues-
<Ijay, 52823(1 day of December, A. D. 1872,A. L. 5872, Anno

nv. 2402.

PRESENTSs
HENRY CLVY ARMSTRONG., cooccccerrereccrreeesssssin Grand High Priest.
JAMES B. LUCKIE oo DeputyG.
JAMES M. DEDMAN .oovveeeeesrnn D T Grand King.
MYLES J. GREENE .o Grand Scribe.
WILLIAM H. DINGLEY ..oovvooreeeeesssessssssesssssmseensssnenns Grand Treasurer.
DANIEL SAYRE Grand Secretary.

Grand Chaplain.
Grand 0. of the H.

MARTIN G. SLAUGHTER
JAMES MILTON as

GEORGE W. TAYLOR @S...occrrmmmrnrssnssesesn Grand P. Sojourner.
WILLIAM W. McCOLLUM Grand R. A. Captain.
WILLIAM E. BEAIRD oo Grand M. 3 Veil.
BENJAMIN F. POPE ..o Grand M. 2 Veil.

HOMER N. SNEED as
JAMES DAVIDSON

Grand M. 1 Veil.
Grand Sentinel.

PAST GRAND OFFICERS.

DAVID CLOPTON .o
PELEG BROWN.....conmmvvsmmsissssmssssisssssississsssins
JAMES McCALEB WILEY

RICHARD F. KNOTT

JAMES M, BRUNDIDGE

JAMES H.JOINER

STEPHEN C. WILLIAMS
PALMER J. PILLANS

Grand High Priest.
Grand High Priest
Deputy G. H. Priest.
Deputy G, H. Priest.

Grand King.
Grand King.

................................................ Grand Scribe.

Grand Scribe.

H. Friest.
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The M. Ex. Grand Royal Arch Chapter was opened in

Ample Form. _
Prayer by the Il. Ex. and Rex. Grand Chaplain, Com-

panion Martin G. Slaughter. . .

The M. Ex. Grand High Priest delivered his Annual
Address, and on motion of Companion Benjamin E. Pope
it w'as referred to a special committee, conastmg of Com-
BamBon?(Benjamm E. Pope, Henry H. Hamill, and Winslow

. Becker.
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Companions of the Grand Chapter :

Life, with its checkered scenes, presents to me few occasions of sin-
cerer pleasure than to meet you in Annual Convocation. Thus to meet,
within these consecrated walls, our individual life-burdens laid aside—
the cares and perplexities, the doubts, and fears, and anxieties which we
are accustomed to know in our daily experience, put away for a time, and
full exercise given to the higher sensations of our nature, is, indeed, an
event to be hailed from afar with expectant thrill, and seized at its com-
ing with a full sense of the realization of joy which will leave an endur-
ing impress upon the soul.

Surely we can feel, whilst here at least, that “ the lines are fallen unto
us in pleasant places,” and that, in this delightful reunion, we are not
without compensation for what of trouble may have been ours in the
past year.

Assembled, with united hearts, around our holy altar, we will give
thanks to Him whose watchful eye has been over us, and whose guiding
hand has conducted us to this hour.

In recognition of this protecting care, we raise our voices in thanks-
giving and praise ; let us, as well, invoke his continued blessing, that
our counsels may be conducted in wisdom and harmony, and tend to the
advancement of a cause whose aim is only good to the children of men.

No matter of difficulty has been submitted to me during the past ma-
sonic year, My official correspondence has been limited, and confined
to questions already settled in this jurisdiction ; hence I deem it unnec-
essary to give an abstract of my rulings.

Nor has it been in my power to make extensive visitation. To the
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Chapters with which it was my privilege to meet, my thanks are due for
courtesies received.

Harmony and peace reign throughout our borders ; and whilst we con-
gratulate ourselves, let us have care that our harmony does not degen-
erate into indifference, nor our peace into apathy.

This warning springs from my appreciation of the dignity and im-
portance of our profession, rather than from any intimation offered to
me that the evils deprecated are afflicting us.

Our mission is high and holy—one well worthy of ceaseless vigilance
and energy. The years of our history that are gone are illustrated by
names and deeds well calculated to excite emulation, and a field for the
exercise of masonic virtue and influence is presented to us as extensive
and inviting as ever appeared to the eyes of our illustrious predecessors.

The times demand regenerating moral power, which the principles of
our order, when exemplified in the lives of its members, eminently
afford.

There is work for us all, Companions. May we so address ourselves to
it that each one may secure to himself the “ well-done” plaudit of an
approving conscience, and the happy reflection, in the end, that he has
not livedin vain !

At your last Convocation a plan was proposed and adopted looking to
a general dissemination of the work. | fear that the result contem-
plated has not been attained to the extent that is desirable. And yet, it
seems to me questionable whether such modification or change as will
more surely meet the end in view, can, at this time, be made. Deeming
this a matter of prime importance, | have given it much thought, and
must confess my inability to solve the difficulties surrounding it. |
again submit it to your wisdom, refraining from recommendation.

And now, Companions, the time will soon arrive, by constitutional
limitation, when you must choose another to exercise the powers and
meet the responsibilities of the office which you have been pleased to
confer upon me for three successive terms.

You have honored me beyond my deserts, and | am not without grate-
ful appreciation of the repeated evidences of your confidence.

My efforts have been directed by the single®and sincere purpose to
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serve you to the extent of my ability. Whatever dereliction you may
have observed, you will judge, | trust, with that charity which endureth
long and is kind.

| lay aside my official robes, but not my purpose to work in the voca-
tion wherein we are called.

Your people shall be my people, your God my God, through the years

that remain to me on earth.
H. CLAY ARMSTRONG,

Grand High Priest.

The Grand Secretary made his Annual Report, and it
was received and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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GRAND SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Montgomery, Alabama, December 3, 1872.
To the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, Officers, and Members of the Grand

Chapter :

Companions—Herewith | beg to submit my annual report, together
with the accounts and vouchers.  The residue of the money has been
paid over to the Grand Treasurer, and his receipt will be found attached
to the account.

The money for the Chapter Codes which have been sold has been paid
over to the Grand Treasurer, and there are now left in my hands three
hundred and fifty-eight copies.

Fraternally,
DANIEL SAYRE,

Grand Secretary.
Gkand Chaptee op Alabama,

In account with DANIEL SA YBE,

Grand Secretary.
1871. R
Dec. 5 By Grand Chapter dues $1,435 25
“ 26, *“ Contingent Fund__ 700 00
DISPENSATIONS.
7. Shelby NO. 97 s $ 9000
“ 8, * Oxford No. 98...cconen 90 00
1872,
Jan. 22.  “Thomas M. Bragg No.99 90 00
May 2. “Rock Mills No. 100...... 90 00

June 27. “ Mineral City No. 101 90 00— 450 00
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CODES.
11 COPIES SO 11 00
$2,596 25
1871, . OR.
?86702' 26, To paid Grand Treasurer . $1,435 25
| “ for postage stamps 25 00
‘o Barrett & Brown .. 358 00
“ Rent 150 00
Nov. 28, “  Grand Treasurer . 628 00

$2,596 25 $2,596 25

DANIEL SATRE,

Grand Secretary.
Montgomery, Ala., December 3, 1872.

The Grand Treasurer made his Annual Report, and it
was received and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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| Jrand | nntral

"WILLIAM H. DINGLEY, Gband Teeasueee,
In accountwith the M. Me. Grand Chapter of Alabama.

1871 DE.
ecemper To balance an Nand......c.mgessmmeen 178 90
e mBer 28, raceved from Grad Secretary.."$1,435 25 ’

November28. “ received from GrandSecretary... 628 00 2,063 25

$2,242 15
1871 , CE.
December 6. By P'o%' grl]llgns, Committee on Corres-$100
ecemper 9. ¢ 8 H.JChh'é'f'j'h',""C'('g;rﬁft')'h'W"d"‘r'k".".'."." 69
e ) i
ecemper 9 5'a'n1es' avigson, Grand Sentimet:. Ai
ecemper 9. APTONS. v
Decemper 2. Mrs. Glasscock,,rer?i 3
Decemper 6. * Grand Secretary’s Salary...........
ecemper 2. rang ecretar&,Contl gentFund. 4
e108e7r8 er FANA TIRASUTET oovevvseerssnerrsenensnn 1
August 5. “ repairing Hall 50 00 $1,540 25
December 3. “ balance s 701 90
$2,242 15

WILLIAM H. DINGLEY,
Grand Treasurer.
Montgomery, December 3, 1872.

ComEaniqn Palmer J. Pillans, chairman of the Commit-
tee on Foreign Correspondence, presented his report, and
it was received, and ordered to be spread upon the min-
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utes, and printed with the proceedings, and the resolution

accompanying it was adopted. (See Appendix.) .
Companion James B. Luckie, Deputy Grand High

Priest, offered the following resolution, and it was

adopted:
SMEDLEY CHAPTER NO. 77.

Resolved, That Smedley Chapter No. 77 be allowed sixty days in which
to make its returns and pay dues, and that Companion Zachariah II.
Williams, High Priest of said Chapter, be allowed a seat in this Grand
Chapter as Representative of said Smedley Chapter No. 77.

Brother Bichard F. Knott, P. D. G. H. Priest, offered
the following resolution, and it was adopted :

IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM H. SADLER.

Whekeas, The chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspond-
ence has feelm%ly, ap roprlatelz, and fraternally noticed the death of
Companion William H. Sadler, P. M. Mobile Lod.(ie No. 40, P. H. P. of
Mobile Chapter No. 21, P. T. 111 of Mabile Council No. 12, and P. E. C.
of Mobile Commandery No. 2 ; therefore, . o .

Resolved, That a memorial tablet be appropriately inscribed to his
memorY, and given a suitable place in the printed proceedings of the
present Grand Chapter.

Companion Myles J. Greene, Grand Scribe, offered the

following resolution, and it was adopted:

TO REINSTATE CONCORD CHAPTER NO. 37.

Resolved, That Concord Chapter No. 37, the charter of which has been
forfeited for failure to pay the annual dues to the Grand Chapter, be and

the same is hereby reinstated on payment of all dues up to the date of
such suspension.

Resolved, That the Companions of said Chapter be authorized to hold
an election for officers at their earliest convenience, and report the result
to the Grand Secretary.

Companion Myles J. Greene, chairman of the Committee
on Work, made report on the Mark Master’s degree, and
the report was received and concurred in. _

The M. Ex. Grand High Priest announced the following
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STANDING COMMITTEES.

On Chartered Chaptebs NO. L—Luekie W. Jenkins, Philip W. John-
son, Terry G. Tarrant. ]

On Chartered Chaptees N0. 2.—John W. Garrison, John H. Weed,
Joseph H. Bonner. _ o

On Chartered Chapters No. 3—Wiley W. Bloodworth, William M.
McMath, Charles C. Garrett, , ,
EOn Dispensations,.—William E. Beaird, James Milton, Augustus F.

vans.

On Finance—John R. Goldthwaite, John W. Hardy, Stephen W.
Murphy. -

On By-Laws, Suspensions, Expulsions, and Appeals.—Ben]amln F.
Poge, George P. L. Beid, James 0. BalleE.

N Masonic Jurisprudence.—James E. Cobb, James M. Dedman,

Robert D. Webb.

And then, after prayer by the K. Ex. and Key. Grand
Chaplain, Companion Martin G. Slaughter, the Grand
Chapter was called from labor to refreshment until to-
morrow morning at 9 o’clock.



14 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [1872.

W ednesday Morning, December 4, 1872.

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to labor
at 9 o’clock, the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, H. Clay Arm-
s%r?_ng, presiding; the other Grand Officers at their several
stations.

Prayer by the It. Ex. and Rev. Grand Chaplain, Com-
panion Martin G. Slaughter.

The minutes were read and approved. _

Companion Myles J. Greene, chairman of the Committee
on Work, made report on the Past Master’s degree, and
the report was received and concurred in.

REPRESENTATIVE OF NEW YORK AND CALIFORNIA.

Com%anion Itichard E. Knott, P. D. G. H. Priest, pre-
sented his credentials as the Representative of the Grand
Chapters of New York and California; and was received
and welcomed accordingly. _

Companion Benjamin E. Pope, chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Grand High Priest’s Address, made the fol-
lowing report, and the report was received and concurred in.

REPORT ON GRAND HIGH PRIEST’S ADDRESS.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alabama :

~ The Committee to whom was referred the able, learned, and highly
interesting address of the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, after a careful Pe-
rusal of said address, ask leave to report, that the conferring of the office
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of Grand High Priest upon our M. Ex. Companion for three successive
Eerms has not, as he insists in his address, “honored him beyond his
eserts.”

The address clearly shows that our M. Ex. Grand High Priest has la-
bored ass;duouslr for the 3ood of Capitular Masonry since the last Grand
Convocation of the Grand Chapter, and Kour.Commlttee join with him
in con ratulatlng the Grand Chapter on the reign of harmony and peace
throughout our borders. S

Your Committee can recommend no better plan for the dissemination
of the Work, than that proposed and adopted at the last Convocation,
and alluded to in the address of the M. Ex. Grand High Priest.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

BENJAMIN F. POPE,

Chairman.

Companion Palmer J, Pillans, Past Grand Scribe, of-
fered the following preamble and resolutions; and the
former was concurred in and the latter adopted :

SUBSTITUTES ALLOWED.

W hebeas, An edict prohibiting the use of substitutes was promulga-
ted bg the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of the State of Alabama in 1853, to be
found on page 49 of Chapter Code of Alabama ; and,
~ Whereas, A closer scrutiny and more careful research have fouhd that
in the oldest chapters on this continent they have been in use from their
mce%tlon to the present time ; and, _

Whereas, At an assemblage of the mostErommentand learned Royal
Arch Masons, held during the past year, known as the General Grand
Chapter of the United States, it was declared that the use of substitutes
ifs neither unlawful nor aviolation of the O. B. of a R. A. Mason ; there-
ore,

Resolved, That the edict above referred to be repealed.

‘Resolved, That the use of more than one substitute at a time is for-
bidden by this Grand Chapter, unless a dispensation shall first have been
obtained from the M. Ex. Grand High Priest. _

Companion Palmer J. Pillans, P. G. Scribe, offered the
following preamble and resolution, and they were laid over

until the next Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter:

GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER.
Whebeas, The reasons which induced the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of
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Minekal City No 101—Initials only Piven for names of members.
Hillabee NO. 79.—Blanks not properly filled.
Roslin No. 88 —Blanks notfroperly filled.
Shelby No. 97— No name of representative.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
WILEY W. BLOODWORTH,
Chairman.

Companion William E. Beaird, chairman of the Com-

mittee on Dispensations, made the following report, and
the report was received and concurred in :

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DISPENSATIONS.

To the M. Ex- Grand Chapter of Alabama :

Your Committee on_ Dispensations have carefully examined the pro-
ceedings of the following named Chapters working under Dispensation,
and find them reqular in their work and business generally, except that
a little more particularity should be observed in opening and c.Iosm(h; in
the défferent degrees, and in the form and neatness In keeping their
records.

With this recommendation, and hoping that by a strict adherence to,
and observance of, the constitution and edicts of the Grand Chapter,
they will bring up much square, true, and good work, that Will stand the
test of the Master Overseer’s square, we recommend that Charters be
granted to the following :

?@%z('ﬁa; .... - '.é‘é’é:::::::.....:.:.'..'...fo' §§ OEK A W Ng- 160

Respectfully and fraternally submitted.
W. E. BEAIRD,
Chairman.

Companion John B. Goldthwaite, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Finance, made the following report, and the
report was received and concurred in :

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

To the M Ex Grand Chapter of Alabama:

Your Committee on Finance have carefully examined the reports and
vouchers of the R. Ex. Grand Treasurer and the R. Ex. Grand Secretary,
and beg leave respectfully to report that they find the same correct.



1872, GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA. 19

The balance in the treasury of the Grand Chapter on the 3d day of
December, 1872, 1S v e $ 701 90
Estimated amount of dues from subordinate Chapters.......... 1,400 00

TOLAL s ——— $2,101 90

Your Committee recommend the following appropriations to meet the
necessary annual expenses of the Grand Chapter, to-wit:
To Companion William H. Dingley, for salary as E. Ex. Grand

Treasurer for past MasoNiC YEaAr . s s $ 100 00

To Companion Daniel Sayre, as R. Ex. Grand Secretary for
SAME PEIIOU. oo s ——— 400 00

To Companion Palmer J. Pillans, for services and expenses as
Chairman of Committee on Foreign Correspondence......... 150 00

As a Contingent Fund in the hands of the Grand Secretary, for
incidental expenses, including printing, &C.....mmmmminn 600 00
$1,250 00

All of which is respectfully and fraternally submitted.
JOHN E. GOLDTHWAITE,
Chairman.

Companion Benjamin F. Pope, chairman of the Com-
mittee on BY-LQWS, Suspensions, Expulsions, and Appeals,
made the following report, and the report was received and
concurred in:

KEPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.

To lke M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alabama :

The Committee on By-Laws, Suspensions, Expulsions, and Appeals,
have examined the by-laws submitted to them, and beg leave to report
as follows: _ .

Your committee find the follome by-laws correct, and in accordance
with the.constitution and by-laws of the Grand Chapter of Alabama, viz :
O] Q{0] (1 I No. 98 | Thomas M. Bragg No. 99

Your committee recommend corrections in the various by-laws as. here-
inafter mentioned:

Rock Mills No. 100.—Strike out the word * Guard” in first line of
Art. 1, section 7, and insert in lieu thereof the word “ Sentinel.” Strike
out all of section 3, Ant. 11, and insert in lieu the folloyvm%, viz: “The
fees for the degrees shall be thirty dollars, which must in all cases accom-
pany the petition.”
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Mineral City No. 101—Art, 11l section 1: Strike out all after the
word “year.” Art. VIII, section 2. Strike out the entire section. Art.
V111, section 4 Strike out all of said section after the words *“ presiding
officer” in the Sth line, Strike out the words “ presiding officer” wher-

everthey occur in said by-laws, and insert instead thereof the words
“Excellent High Priest.”

Respectfully submitted.
BENJAMIN P. POPE,

Chairman.
Companion James K. Hazen offered the following reso-
lution, and it was adopted:

ORDER POR JEWELS AND COLLARS.

Resolved, That the R. Ex. Grand Secretary be instructed to procure a
set of jewels and collars for the use of the officers of the Grand Chapter ;
and that a sufficient amount be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to
defraﬁ the expenses of the same.

The Grand ChaRter proceeded with the election of
Grand Officers for the ensuing masonic year, Companions

George W. Taylor and James E. Cobb acting as tellers,
and the election resulted as follows:

ELECTED GRAND OFFICERS.

Myles J. Geeene Loachapoka........ Grand High Priest.
James M. Dedman s 11 I — Deputy G. II. Priest.
James Milton e Eufaula Grand King.

James E. Cobb e Tuslcegee Grand Scribe.
William H. Dingley Montgomery......... Grand Treasurer.
Daniel SAYee e Montgomery.......... Grand Secretary.
Rev. James K. Hazen Prattville ... Grand Chaplain.
Wil tiam V. Chakdevoyne Courtland........... Grand C. of H.

Companion John W. Garrison, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Chartered Chapters No. 2, made the following
report, and the report was received and concurred in:

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 2.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chattel of Alabama:

Tour Committee No. 2 on Chartered Chapters, have examined the re-
turns submitted to them, and beg leave to make the following report:
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CORRECT.
E? ed'%re':::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.N?: i Rﬂf”‘”d """"""""""""""""" Mg b2
[ ——— 44 il . o
LEDANON. o 57 C?] Q‘70

INCORRECT.

Fulton No. 32.—Dues not added.

James L. Daniet N0. 35.—No delegate named on hack of returns.

Atabama NO. 66.—Gives names of three Most Excellent Masters, with
no dates of advancing or presiding.  Number of members not in reca-
pitulation.

All of which is fraternally submitted.

JOHN W. GARRISON,
Chairman.

The Grand High Priest elect announced the following

APPOINTED GRAND OFFICERS.

Wiley W. Bloodworth Grand P. Sojourner.
Winslow P. Beckee.. '.Grand R.A.C.
Phitip W. Johnson.. ...Clayton S Grand M. 3 V.
Wiltiam F. Higgins .Oxford Grand M.2 Y.
George W. Taylor .Rock Mills Grand M. 1Y.
James D avidson s Montgomery Grand Sentinel,

Companion Luckie W. Jenkins, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Chartered Chapters No. 1, made the following
report, and the report was received and concurred in ;

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 1

To theM. Ex. Grand Chapter of A lahama :

Your Committee No. 1on Chartered Chapters beg-leave to submit the
following report;

correct.
EUNOM IR ..o NoSWa}Iaqega ..................................... No, 23
WetUM PKa.ovrvvvvrsvnsrvrsrssenns LT TRUTAUIE™ e 2
INCORRECT.

Tuskaloosa No. 1,—Blank for annual dues not filled.
Cykus No. 6.—Blank under deaths not filled,
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Clinton No. 9.—Seal crank-sided ; annual dues to the chapter $23 25,
a mistake, we suppose.

Tuscombia NO. 10.—Word “ﬁroxy” written on back of returns instead
of a *; blanks not filled with the word “none.” _

Marion'N0. 12.—Blanks not filled; masonic grade not given. The H.
P. in signing his name gives wrong number of chapter.

Montgomery NO. 22.—The initials only of one name given ; blanks
%J_?ldgr “remarks” and “ dimitted”not filled ; blank for chapter dues not
illed.

Mount Morian NO. 19.—Masonic grade under R. A. M. pot given ;
seal indicates Clinton as place of meeting instead of Eutaw, as given in

returns ; seal badly executed on wax ; committee recommend new seal;
abbreviations and nitials used.

Dayton No. 27.—Seal totally illegible.
st. John’s No. 28.—Recapitulation incorrect.
L. W. JENKINS,

) . . Chairman.
Companion William E. Beaird offered the following

preamble and resolution, and the former was concurred in,
and the latter adopted:

ROBES AND JEWELS OF HARTWELL NO. 58.

Whereas, Hartwell Chapter No. 58 has forfeited its charter, and as
itis not likely that application tor its restoration will be made soon ; and
as many of the former members of said Chapter are now members of
Fulton Chapter No. 32 : therefore, be it , .
Resolved, That the robes, jewels, and other property belongmg to said

Chapier, be loaned to Fulton Chapter No. 32, until application be made
for a restoration of Hartwell Chapter.

Companion Isaiah A. Wilson offered the following pre-
amble and resolutions, and the preamble was concurred in,
and the resolutions adopted:

PINE LEVEL NO. 75 TO BE REINSTATED.

W hereas, Pine Level Chapter No. 75 has forfeited its charter for not
havmg been rePtesented for two years : and whereas, some of its mem-
bers desire that it shall be reinstated ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That if said Chapter shall, within ninety days, meet and
elect officers, and report the result of said election to the Grand Secre-
tary, and pay its dues, its charter privileges shall be fully restored.
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Resolved, That Companion Lee W. Battle is hereby duly authorized
and empowered to summon the membership to attend at the Masonic
Hall, in Pine Level, at such time as he may elect, for this purpose.

INSTALLATION.

The retiringi Grand High Priest installed in Ample Form
the officers elected and appointed; P. G. King, James H.
Joiner, acting as Marshal. _

Companion Joseph H. Johnson offered the foIIowmg
preamble and resolution; and the preamble was concurre
In, and the resolution adopted :

HUES REFUNDED TO SELMA NO. 28.

W hebeas, Selma Chapter No. 28 lost by fire, a few months ago, its
hall, furniture, and other property ; and whereas, said Chapter is anxious
to assist in rebuilding a Lodge Hall, and to replace its lost furniture ;
therefore, be it .

Resolved, That the dues of said Selma Chapter No. 28 for the present
year be remitted.

Companion lIsaiah A. Wilson offered the following reso-
lution, and it was adopted:

AS TO HERMON CHAPTER NO. 34,

Resolved, That Hermon Chapter No. 34 have ninety days in which to
make returns and pay dues.

Companion James E. Cobb, Grand Scribe, offered the
following resolutions, and they were adopted :

JEWELS ORDERED TO PAST GRAND HIGH PRIESTS.

Resolved, That the R. Ex. Grand Secretary be, and he is hereby, in.
structed to procure, by the next annual convocation of this Grand Chap-
ter, a suitable jewel to be presented to Past M. Ex. Grand High Priest
H. Clay Armstrong ; and that a sufficient sum, not to exceed one hundred
dollars, be a %roprlated to pay for the same out of any funds on hand.

Resolved, That the jewel heretofore voted to Past M. Ex. Grand Hl%h
Priest Pele% Brown, be procured by the R. Ex. Grand Secretary by the
next annual convocation of this (Jrand Chapter,
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The following are the Standing Committees of the
Grand Chapter:

ON WORK.
H. Clay Armstrong....mmme Notasulga.
J05eph H. J0NNSON s Talladega.
Lijokie W, Jenkins s Camden.
CUSTODIAN OP THE WORK.
MylesJ. Greene, VIFULE OFfiCi..omomrserrsenensmsesrmsrnscrsnn Loachapoka.
ON MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE.
James E. Cobb i Tuskegee.
James M. D edman s, Selma
Robekt Du W ebb .wermrnmrnmnsssmsssssssssssssssssssesssssssssesses Livingston.
ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.
Palmer J.Pil1ans o MObIle
Robert ChrisStian s Uniontown.
James H. J0iner i, TaIIade%a
JONN W, Bar risSon s s sssssssns Lineville.
JaMES M. B Fidges s Ozark.

And there being no further business to be brought
before the Grand Chapter, the minutes were read and
approved.

And then, after solemn prayer to the Throne of Grace
by the It. Ex. and Rev.-Grand Chaplain, Companion James

. Hazen, the Most Excellent Grand Royal Arch Chapter
of the State of Alabama was closed in Ample Eorm.

DANIEL SAYRE,
Grand Secretary,
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Iqrort an foreign <Hsarre§ponttmcle.

To the Most Excellent Grand High Priest and Officers and Members of the Most
Excellent Grand Chapter of the State of Alabama :

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence beg leave to report, through
their chairman, that they have examined the proceedings of the following
Grand Chapters, and have endeavored to cull therefrom whatever they thought
might provo either interesting or instructive to the Craft; and the chairman
begs leave to state that when the proceedings of this Most Excellent Grand
Chapter were published he was surprised to find himself still the reporter for
this Grand Body, but laying aside all sloth, he girded himself for the task,
and has endeavored to meet the expectations of his companions and of the
M. Ex. Grand High Priest.

The proceedings that have come to hand are those of

ARKANSAS.

The Most Excellmt Grand High Priest, E. H. English, opened this Grand
Chapter in ample form on 2d November, 1871, with the representatives of
twenty-four subordinates.
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The Most Excellent Grand Hlogh Priest, in his address, utters thou%hts of
love only for his adopted State? and is able to thank God that though there
ma¥ be but few monuments of civilization to be found there, there are also to
be found fewer vices and less crime than in those communities boasting of
their advancement and proPress ;and he points with pride “to one monu-
ment which, though incomplete, every mason, as well as all lovers of learn-
|n%,,W|II be proud of, and that is Qur Masonic College.”
ispensations for the or?anlzatlon of four new chapters were granted.

15\é\{hole number of chaplers 61; whole number of affiliated R. A. masons

Cdmp@nion G. A. Donnelly was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
Companion L. E. Barber being retained as Grand Secretary. ,

There ,\t/\t/as no report on Correspondence, nor do we see the appointment of
a committee.

CALIFORNIA.

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest, G. T. Grimes, opened this Grand
Chapter in ample form on L1th April, 1871, with the representatives of twenty-
nine chartered chapters and de_Ieﬁates, from three under dispensation present.

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest Promptly arrested the dispensation
of a chapter because it violatsd the edicts of the Grand Chapter, and also
suspended one of the officers of the Grand Chapter, the Grand Lecturer, for
cCo#nsFImgthls violation, both of which acts met the approval of the Grand

apter.

Digpensations for four new chapters were granted.

_Companion L. C. Owen again ?resented the report on Corresgondence, re-
wewquno less than 46 paniphlets, among which we find that of Alabama for
1869. From this Companion Owen has extracted all that might prove profita-
ble to the craft. We must here be allowed to ex%ress our regrets that Com-
panion O. will not prepare the nextreport.  We have been roughly handled
sometimes by him, but never withou havmﬁ learned some important lesson
therefrom. But we_see that another fills the Secretary’s desk, and another
name appears as chairman of this committee. Peace be to him, and honor for
the work he has so faithfully performed. ] ,

He thinks this Grand Chapter erred in declaring that suspension by a lodge
for non-payment of duesshould not operate a suspension in the chapter.

In this jurisdiction are 1769 R. A. masons and 42 Chapters. ,

CompanionJ. L. English was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest
%nd Ctompanlon C. Lewls Wiggin, of San Francisco, Right Excellént Grand

ecretary.

We als% have the proceedings of this Grand Chapter for 1872, when it was
opened in ample form b}/ Most Excellent J. L. English, Grand High Priest,
¥an51 represetntatlves of thirty-five chartered chaptérs and delegaté from one

.D. present.

Upopn perusing the address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, wo
were covered—yea, overwhelmed with shame and mortification, that tho
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%lfted and trusted Grand Secretary should have been found unworthE/, and
een shown to be a defaulter in avery large sum. Letus hope that there
may have been some controlling reason for this, and that his merited expul-
sion from all the rights and,Pr|v|Ieges of masonry may fit him for that better
world “ where the ‘weary will find Test and the wicked cease from troubling;”

It apgears that in actordance with the recommendation of the General
Grand Chapter, a resolution was passed allowing_ the use of substitutes, but

rohlbltlnq the use of more than one at a time without the permission of the

ost Excellent Grand Hl%h Priest. )

The report on Correspondence is from the pen of the Eight Excellent Grand
Secretarel, Charles Louis nggm, and reviews the proceedings of thirty-two
Grand Chapters, including those from Alabama, dealing kmdlY and courte-
ously ‘with us, and displaying true masonic feeling in his"general comments.

Among other documents, In the proceedings from Gedrgia he quotes from
Ehegjdress of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and comments as fol-
ows

“ ‘Founded on eternal truth, as our Order is, no genuine devotee of mason-
r?]/ can, durm% these convulsions, lose sight of thé unchangeable principles
that Igove_rnt e institution, , o

““In his hours of affliction masonry is a constant solace—in his rounds of
pleasure the teachings of the Order réstrict his passion and increase his joys.
And in that solemn Rour, when the soul hovers m|dwaz/ between two worlds—
when_the veil of earthly vision grows transEarent with the dawnln%h ht of
eternity—it must be a Source of ‘comfort to know that he possesses the Signet
of Truth, by which lie may gain admission within the white veil of the sanc-
tuary, whilg his earthly remains will be honored with seRulture and_his orphan
children and destitute widow will be protected. What institution can do

Y We aquYs reqret to see any attempt made to substitute masonry for re-
ligion. - While each labors in ifS apprapriate sphere to elevate and purify man-
kind, they are separate and distinct in their natures. ~ *Masonry is a beauti-
ful system of morality its teachings are pure and noble, and naturallty lead
us t0 that point where rellglon takes us by the hand and guides us info the
P_resence of Him through whose pardoning “grace alone we'may obtain salva-
ion. By a strict adhegion to the principles and teachings of masonry, a man
may lead a pure and blameless life = but “in that solemn hour, whenthe soul
hovers midway between the two worlds, when the vail of earthly vision grows
transparent with the dawning light of eternity** the * devotee of masonry’ will
find that something more is neéded to sustain the drooping spirit and Cheer
it with the hope of a blessed immortality.”

With all of which we do mostheartll¥ concur. ] )

Companion Jacob Hart New was elected Most Excellent Grand ngih Priest,
and Companion Charles Louis Wiggin, Eight Excellent Grand Secre ar)b(.

Forty-one chapters made returns, showing 2,013 E. A. masons and 223 exalt-
ations, one chapter having failed to make returns.
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CANADA

The Fourteenth Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on the
9th day of August, 1871, when Most Excellent Companion T. Douglas Har-
rington, Grand Z., presided, with representatives from thirty-Six char-
tered chapters, and three under dispensation were present.

We learn from the address of the Most Excellent Grand Lecturer that—

“ Our Royal Arch affairs have been moving on so smoothly and harmoni-
?i%snly, that it is really difficult to prepare an address worthy your considera-

Dispensations were granted for the formation of three new chapters, and
applications had been made for two others ;and applications for four others
were made to this Grand Gmvocation. . .

On theroll of this Grand Chapter are fopnd 41 chapters, with a membership
of 1,814, and 852 exaltations during the year.

Companion Robertson makes report on Correspondence, and among others
we find the proceedings from Alabama for 1870,

As we do not %et the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Scotland, we are
aIwastellghte to hear of it through this committee. We therefore trans-
fer the whoie of Companion Robertson’s synopsis to our report:

“ SCOTLAND.

“ Durm% the year ending March 13, 1871, five charters have been granted to
new chapter, namely—at Perth, New South vVales, New Zealand, Cape of
Good Hope, and Bombay. Two warrants have also been issued to Mark Mas-
ter Lodges, ai Barrow-on-Furness and Llanduduo. A Provisional Grand Su-
Perlntendent was apFomted_m Bombay, and representatives exchanged with
he Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia. , _
“ Statistics.—133 chapters on the roll. Of these, 2 are jn arrears, 25 consid-
ered dormant, and 6 have returned their charters; leaving 105 as the actual
number. _Among the “ charters returned,” we notice “ St. John’s No. 75, To-
ronto.” There are also twelve Mark Lodges, six of which make no returns
for that year. The membership, or the work for the7year, is not given in any
case. Receipts, £420, 2, 5; balance on hand, £1,526, 7, 7. o
“ At the meeting of the Supreme Committee, on April 7, 1870, permission
was granted to Union Chapter, of Dundee, to opeii and exalt on one occasion
in Pérth, which action was soon after followed by the establishment of a new
chapter in the latter place. ] ) )
“OnJune 15 R. E. Companion James Kirkpatrick Kerr was appointed rep-
resentative at the Grand Chapter of Canada—an honor worthily bestowed.
“In August it was brought to the notice of the Committee that certain offi-
cers of the Rising Sun Chapter, at Shfmghae, had applied for a charter for a
new chapter, to be hold under the American Constitution, and proposed hold-
mg office in both chapters. The Committee wero of opinion that the holding
office by,any companion in two chapters, holdmﬁ of different governing bodies,
was eritirely contrary to the principles of the constitution of the order.
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They believed that those named would retire from one of such chapters; but
|ft r}ot, fste fs,would be taken to prevent the continuance of so anomalous a
state of affairs.

“An address of condolence was sent to the Dowager Countess of Hadding-
tporrilhcoinatlhe death of her husband, the Earl of Haddington, Past Grand Second

“ Jogiak Chapter, at St. Andrew’s, not having had a deputation from the
Grand Chapter for fifty years, four members were appointed to visit that
chapter, as requested. “Our friends in Scotland do not seem to appreciate the
E}gg%mgearbl,e blessings (?) of “ uniformity of work,” or the utility of a “Grand

urer.

“‘December 22, 1870—The Proceedings of Canada were received, and thanks
voted therefor.

“ On the subject of the Mark De?ree,,and the Grand Mark Lodge, we make
the following extracts, as worthy of notice. The results attained b;/ the pro-
posed conference will be interesting to us all. 1t is to be hoped that they will
be such as to remove this degree from the awkward position it at present oc-
ﬁl}lpleskl_n tge mother country, and place it in the same position in each of the

ree kingdoms

‘ *213£geptember, 1870—(Quarterly Meeting”)—The Supreme Chapter then
took into consideration communications from Brother Frederick Binckes, of
London, and Brother the Rev. G. R. Portal, on the subject of the proposed
conference with the body which the_brethren_represented, with a view to the
recognition of that body by the Supreme Chapter; also the copy letters
theréin referred to, from ‘the” Grand Lodge of England, Deputy Grand Master
of Ireland, and the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and the
report of the committee there anent. ~After a long discussion, it was_ulti-
mately unanimously resolved to adopt the recommendation of the committee,
and to agree to appoint delegates, with a view to a conference, provided dele-
gates were also aEpomted by the Grand Lodge and Chapter o Enqland, the

rand Lodge and Chapter of Ireland, and thé Grand LodPe of Scotland. In
coming to this decision, the S%preme Chapter did not overfook the documents
laid betore them by Brothers Portal and Binckes, nor underrate their impor-
tant bearing upon the question now under discussion, more particularly in so
far as they disclosed the sentiments of indi»idual members o; the "Grand
Lodge of England as such; but keeping in view Igl.) The decided expression
of the mind of the Grand Lod%e and Chapter of England, as contained in the
resolutions of these Grand Bodies, dated, respectlvely Tth June and 2d August,
1865, not to recognize ‘the bod?/ styling itself the Grana Ledge of Mark Mas-
ters of England, Wales, and the Colonies and Possessions ot the British
Crown:” and (2d.g The serious complications which might arise were the
Grand Lodge of ngland at any future time to adopt the same view, with ref-
erence fo the Mane e?ree, as has been adopted by the GraDdLod(t;,e of Scot-
land, viz : that it is not a separate degree at all, but a part and portion of the
Fellow-Craft degree, and fo assumé the management of it: while, on the
other hand, weié recognition accorded to a body Such as the one now craving
it, which exists in no Country except England, and were it insisting on abidin
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by the recognition so qiven, the Supreme Chapter did not feel disposed to un-
dertake theresponsibility of entering into any negotiations, unless the Grand
Lodges and Chapters of England, Iréland, and Scotland were parties to them.

“ ¥22d December, 1870—(Quarterly Me,etmg.i—Havmg resumed consideration
of the proposed conference on the subjfect ot the Mark Master’s degree, with
the minutes of the Su?reme Chapter of date 21st September, 1870, and of the
committee, of date 14th October, 1870, it was unanlmouslfy resolved to modify
the resolutions of the former of these minutes to the effect recommended if
the latter; and in event of the Grand Lod?he and Chapter of England being
formally invited to attend the conference, that the presence of a delegate or
delegates from either, or both of these bodies, should not be deemed” indis-
pensable. And a letter having been read from Brother E. Binckes, agreeing
on the part of the body he represented that such formal invitation should be
given, the Supreme Chapter unanimously agreed to send delegates to the pro-
Posed conference, and remitted to the ‘committee, with full powers to name
he delegates and make all the necessar¥ arrangements.  The Supreme Chap-
ter indicated an opinion that the delegates should be the Grand Scribes E. and
N., and Companion William Hay. ,

* ‘14th February, 1871—Conimittee Meeting.)—It was resolved to delay ap-
Fomtm deleqates to the proposed conference, until the Grand Chapfer of

relandhad returned an answer. _

“ *Is£ March, 1871—( Quarteiiy Meetlng.L—The Supreme Chapter thereafter

resumed consideration of the subject of the PrOoosed conference in London
asto theFosmon of the Mark degree in England. The Graqd Scribe E. read
a letter from Brother F. Binckes, intimating that delegates would appear
from Ireland, and that office-bearers of the Grand Lod?e and Chapter of Eng-
land would also attend, although not officially. He also read a letter from
Brother Entwistle, Provincial Grand Superintendent, under the Scotch consti-
tution, Lancashire. Companion Alexander Hay, Grand Recorder, then inti-
mated that? in his opinion, Brother Entwistle ought to be present at this con-
ference. After some discussion as to the mode of carrying out this sugges-
tion of Companion Hay, of which the Supreme Chapfer approved, it was
unanimausly resolved So far to modify the resolution of last %uart_erly Com-
munication, as to the three deIe?ates to be aﬁpomted, and 1o direct that
Brother Entwistle should be one of them:; and the Supreme Chapter remitted
to_the committee to appoint three delegates, in terms of the resolution con-
tafn}ﬁd in the minute of date 21st Decenber last, Brother Entwistle to be one
of them.
“ *th March, 1871—( Committee Meeting.)—In terms of the_ remit from the
Supremo Chapter, Companions Thoma$ Entwistle, Provincial Grand Mark
Superintendent, Lancashire; Lindsay Mackersy, Grand Scribe E.; and William
Mann, Grand Scribe N., were unanimously aPpomted delegates fo the confer-
ence, to be held in_London, on the subject of the Mark degree in England.’

“M, E. Companion the nght Honorable the Earl of Rosslyn is First Grand
Principal; and R. E, Companion Lindsay Mackersy, Grand Scribe E.”

We are glad to find that we have another coadjutor in the position taken by
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us sometime since, that the term “ susE_ens,ion” is imFroper, when it is a pun-
ishment inflicted by operation of constitution or by-law; as for non-payment
of dues. Our Companion, commenting on Georgia, says :

“ Subordinate chapters were allowed to “drop from the rol|” members in
arrear for dues, in place of suspension,—which, we think, is the proper
course, and we would like to see the practice of suspending for non-payment
of dues abrogated In this jurisdiction.”

Most Excellent Companion T. Douglas Harrington was again elected Grand
Z., and Right Excellent T. Bird Harris, G. Scribe E.

CONNECTICUT.

The Semi-Annual Convocation was held on the Lst of November, 1871, over
which the Most Excellent Grand_ High Priest, Charles W. Stearns, presided,
and at which were the representatives of twenty six of the subordinate chaP-
ters ; five sending no representatives. The Grand Chapter ordered them to
rew_rt the cause of their delinguency, or be subjected to punishment.

ith the aid of a subordinate, th¢ Grand Chapter being called to refresh-
ment, the several degrees were conferred, and the lectures given in full.

The 74th annual convocation was held on the 7th of May, 1872, over which
the aforementioned Most Excellent Grand High Priest presided; and in this
were represented thirty chartered chapters and one U. D.

The address of the Most Excellent commences as follows ;

“Excellent Companions—‘Agreeable to an_ancient masonic custom,’ we,are
a?am assembled In our official capacity as Royal Arch Masons ; again assem-
bled around our common altar to counsel with each other for the good of this
hranch of our beloved order. , _ o _

“In thus assembling, we are forcibly reminded that the swift finger of time
has marked the passage of another year. Thus the sands of life run, thus we
reach these mile-stones in our journey to the presence of our Grand High
Prigst above—pau,smg to_offer oblations of gratitude for the manifold favors
which have contributed, in so great a measure, to render our experience of
the past a pleasure rather than a burden.

“ With hand joined to hand, and heart linked to heart, have we bowed our-
selves in the presence cf Him who sitteth between the cherubim; returned
our grateful thanks for the life that has been spared us, for the health we
have enjoyed, and for the many comforts with which we have been surrounded
since lastwe met and exchanged our fraternal greetings. _

“With a full knowledge of ‘our own weakness, have™ we sou%ht assistance,
counsel and guidance in"the business upon which we are'abouto enter. .

“1am haPp_y indeed to welcome so many, who, havm? performed their Pll-
grlmageto his sacred temple, are preparéa, | trust, to faithfully perform the

uties which mar be imposed upon them, adhering with fidelity to the land-
marks of our fathers: and while we mlngle together in this fraternal manner
may the 53e1me spirit of brotherly love animate each heart, and prevail in all
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our counsels.. If any action be required at our hands, let it be attended with
due deliberation and prudence ; if we review the Past, let it be done with can-
dor; if we draw de5|%ns upon the trestle-poard for our future guidance, let
them be such as will bear the closest scrutiny and the test of the' 10verseer’s
square.’
& Hoping that this happy gathering may prove a blessing to one and all, and
that somethm% may be accomplished for the honor and prosperity of the
craft, | extend’to you a cordial and fraternal greeting.”

A dispensation was granted for one new chapter, which, together with two
others, was chartered at this convacation. )

The committee on Correspondence for the next year was Companion John
N. Lewis, of New York city,(?) , , ,

There are in this jurisdiction 35 chapters, including 1TJ.D., with a member-

shE) of 4,001, _ _
rom this {)Jamphlet we take a table showing the strength of Capitular Ma-
sonry in the United States.
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Table of Statistics of the Grand Chapters of the United States.

Prepared for Publication with the Proceedings of the General Grand Chapter.
BY M. E. JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, G. G. H. P.
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The report, on Correspondence is again from the pen of Companion Luke A.
Lockwood, and in it he reviews the proceedings of twentr-elght Grand Chap-
ters, among which we find those from Alabama courteously noticed. .

In his review of Michigan, he very properly, commentirig on the decision of
the Most Excellent Grand High Priest that a companion objecting to the ad-
vancement of a brother from one deﬁree to another, must prefer charges, or
his objefction be overruled, says as follows :

[
Na— o
[N"]
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“ All which we cannot approve, hpldin? strictly to_the ancient law, that no
candidate can receive a degree without the unanimous consent of all the
brethren present.”

We clip from this report his account of the dissertation on the G. 0. W.,
and thank him for the opportunity. ~All this was in the General Grand Chap-

ter.

“The meeting was altogether pleasant, and in many respects profitable.
The learned and’most unexpected lecture by Most Excellent Companion Al-
bert Pike, on Divinity, Demonology and Geo?raphy, was listened to with pro-
found respect. From it we learned the utfer unworthiness of credence of
Dr. Oliver, Mackey, and other I%gnhts,heretofore regarded as authority upon
subjects of masoriic research. The final result was, the General Grand Chap-
ter decided unammousIY what there never was any dispute about, to-wit, the
correct G. 0. W, Yetthe lecture was aimed to destroy the received G, EA
W. of York ,masonr1y, together with its most impressjvé, consistent and heau-
tiful symbolism. ~ The question, 4What will he do with 1t *remains yet unan-
swered. It was not lexpunged’—that is, the modern word—but was to be
used, but for what purpose’is left amGystery. We say boldly, that the pre-
cipitation of this discussion upon the General Grand Chapter'without notice
involving, as it did and does, the very life of the Eoyal Art, was unfairs an
the attem?ted ridicule was unworthy of the occasion, the subject ,and the
memory of our worthy ancestors who transmitted it. ~ For the information of
the Eoyal Craft who viere not present to listen to the attempted assassination
of the "Eoyal Arch, of the York Bite (weuse the word advisedly), we would
say that, upon investigation, we find_that M.\ E * Companion Pike’s state-
mentd |€ noltI sustained by any authority we can find ; on'the contrary, is op-

osed by all,

g “Theydevn seemed to possess the minds of many of the craft, and they
wanted to exorcise him ; but companions should remémber that Baal, Bael or
Bel never meant the devil, except in connection with_the word Zebud, which.
meansflies. They being the %reatest_pests [of the East, they inferred that
Baal, Bael or Bel (meaning Master or King) of these Pests must be the great-
est foe of man.  Vide any commentary on the scrip

ing, and consult any bible"dictionary or encyclopedia. ,

Again, we desire to call the attention of the craft to the fact that Odris and
Isis were the Egy(ftlan deities.  Osiris (the sun) and Isis (the moon). That
theEgyﬁtlan wQrd for the sun was On. That the'city in E?ypt, called by the
Greeks Heliopolis (the city of the sun), was. by thé Egyptians called On—of
the same meaning. The sun, as a source of light and heat, the luminary, was
called On ; and as a Divinity, Osiris. ] )

“The Wise Hebrews, desplsmgoldolatry 0r sun worship, verx properly claimed
that the Eqyptians worshiped On, the “material sun, and that this was their
Divinity. Beference is again made to any of the encyclopedias under heads
On an Hel|oi)ol|s, Osiris and Isis. ,

“ We will alsp suggest the peculiar etymology of the word vowel—vox, voice,
breath-spirit; that ‘consonants are the mere Stops on the voice and unpro-
nounceable without vowels, representing Ihe material, while vowels represent

ures, or marginal read-
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the spiritual; and that if from the body of man you remove his breath, he is
dead, so if you remove from the body of the Royal Art its spirit, it is a use-
less mass af rubhish. ) , ,
_“The General Grand Chapter, out of detestation of the devil and the dis-
tinguished._ city of E?ypt, under misapprehension, came very_near repeatin
the inconsiderate action of the craftsmen who, in their foolish wisdom, no
understanding how anything but an oblong or square could be of service in
the erection of the temple, hastily concluded to throw over amon? the rub-
bish, as useless, that without which the temple could not be completed.”

Most Excellent Companion Wm. W. Lee was elected Grand High Priest, and
Companion Joseph K. Wheeler was re-elected Grand Secretary.

DELAWARE.

_On the 17th of January, 1872, was held the Fourth Annual Grand Convoca-
tion of this Grand Chapter, there being Fresent representatives from_four
subordinates, presided over by Most Excellent Companion A. V. Lesley, Grand

Hi1gh Priest. ) )
he Blost Excellent Grand High Priest says:

“Once more, Companions, we have assembled in council at the appointed
hour, to examine the_ work of the past year ; to correct errors, if any there
have been : to recognize weaknesses, that we may guard against themi in fu-
ture , to strengthen each other’s hands in every’good work'; to instruct each
other ; to provide for the maintenance, growtli and increased proficiency of
ourorder. I congratulate you thus early in the new year, on this our own
masonic new year, that our number 1s ‘unbroken, ourharmony perfect, our
working efficient. ~ We have no loss to mourn, no division of sentiment to re-
?hret, aind we meet, | trust, with purposes full of zeal for the advancement of

e order, the good and healthy growth of which should be our chief care and
delight, as it is our duty. , , ) o

“And to the younger Companions this duty, it seems to me, especially is
committed. In"them are to be found the requisite ardor, freshness and
strength ; time and opportunlt)B are morefully in‘their hands, and while those
who have borne the heat and burden of the mornm% and the noon, may not
withhold their experience and counsel, they may with propriety yield to their
younger brethren the position and the honors of the working of the frater-
nity.”

here are in this %Jrlsdjcnon four chapters, with a membership of 227.

Companion D. C. Godwin_makes report on Correspondence, reviewing the
Broceedmgs of 25 Grand Chapters, not including, however, those_ from Ala-

ama. This, we hope, however, will not again occur, nor ought it while we
have such mail facilities, )

The report is an excellent resume of the acts and doings of the Royal Craft.

Companion J. R. McFee was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and
Companion J. P. Allmond, Grand Secretary.
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GEOBGIA.

We have before us the proceedmRs of this Grand Chapter for two_years,
7Land 72 The first was held on April 1st, 1871, Companion Moses E. Kel-
Itogg, MostFxceIIent Grand High Priest, and representatives from forty chap-
ers present.

Th% Grand High Priestsays: ) ]

“ Companions—Another year with its freight of labors and cares—its, gar-
lands of Joys and pleasures—its cypress wreaths of affliction and mourning—
has come dnd gone since last we met in fraternal convocation around this con-
secrated altar. ,

“ Which heart now before us has not borne its own full burden of sorrows,
and been blessed with rich gifts of heavenly joys? To repeat the mournful
tale of each rone’s troubles “would draw a Sympathetic tear from the eye of
every masonﬁres,entL and to recount the scénes of happiness would, doubt-
less,” excite the_ liveliest appreciation in every companion; butit is nof my
province, on this occasion, to list to the oné or provoke the recital of the
other, since each heart knows best its own sorrows, and can best appreciate
its own blessings. . . , .

“Institutions, like individuals, are subject to sudden variations of fortune.
Now, the skies are all serene, and the bright rays of noontide splendor charm
and invigorate..  Anon, thunder-clouds obscure the horizon, and portentous
darkness settles down upon aII_thmgs, but to the mason these changes come
and EIO like the ebbing and flowing of old ocean’s restless tide,

“ How thoroughly’impressed should we become of the frailty of all human
efforts to perpetuaté our glory by the erection of fane, temple, or tower, when
we remember that the magnificent structure of King Solomon stood less than
the number of years allotted to the present generation! Better meet he-
neath the shade’ of some friendly oak—in the depths of some secret ravine—
or on the summit of some unprotected hill, with hearts of true masons and
the means of rehevmg the wants of the destitute—than assemble in the lofty
htaIIs of some frescoed temple without means of charity and with hearts of
stone.

Kesolutions repealing the seceding resolution, and comessing penitence for
the past unfilial conduct of the Grand Chapter of Georgia towards the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter, were offered, but they were eventually laid over to the
next annual Grand Convocation. , ]

Companion M. E. Kellogg was again made Most Excellent Grand High
Priest, and J. Emmett Blackshear was re-elected Grand Secretar¥. ,

Companion Blackshear aPp_In reviewed the acts, and doings of twenty-five
Grand Chapters, Alabama [eing among them, which he reviews most courte-

ously.
\(\)é regret that there is no reﬁort from_him in the proceedingis for 1872,
This convocation was held on 24th April, with 40 chapters represented.

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest himself gives us a summary of pro*
ceedings in the different jurisdictions, and gives his reason for not iaming; a
Comnaittee on Correspondence ;
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“As no Committee on Foreign Correspondence 1was appointed at the
last annual convocation, the Grand Secretary recently addressed me a note,
mqumn? whether ornot | would have a report preparéd and presented at this
convocation,

“1t 15 well known to some of t\)/ou that, three years ago, the treasury of the
Grand Chapter was found to be bankrupt—that, two years ago, it became nec-
essary to issue scrip for one-half the mileage of the members—that, one year
ago, all new representatives were honored with an issue of the same cur-
réncy—that some of these bondholders are still unable to verY clearly see the
beauty or ufility of this cabalistic promise ofthe Grand Chapter ‘topay when
in funds'—that soon after the last annual convocation the Grand Secretary in-
formed me that there was not sufficient means in the treasury to pay for

rmtmg ¥our last, Proceedings, and, if printed, he must. resoft to credit,

hese facts, taken in connection with a unanimous resolution of this Grand
Body in 1861, aholishing the Committee. on Foreign Correspondence, induced
me fo reply in the ,ne%atl\_/e._ If you disapprove my action, you can order a
committee to be raised with instrictions to prepare a report in time to appear
with your Proceedings.”

Which gives a gloomy picture of the finances of our sister. Wijth a contin-
uation of this care, however, she will soon emer%e from her trouble, and the
bondholders may soon be able “ clearly to see” the beauty of their scrip.

dWe copy his reply to Companion Corson’s comments on his previous ad-
ress :

“ If the Companion supposed that | meant that becoming a member of a
masonic body would, per se, without practicing its divine prinCiples, entitle an
initiate to claim the rIPht to the Signet of Trath, then he has grossly misap-
Rrehended the %enera tenor of my addresses of 1870and 1871~ In thie one of

870 | attempteq to show that, in'the wide-spread demoralization of society
masonry, being founded on the immutable principles. of eternal Truth, had
heen able to withstand all the rude shocks of revolution that have shattered
kingdoms, empires and rGXUbHCS—tO peacefully minister at the altars of di-
viné Truth, Science and Art, numbering amorgst its votaries some of the
Purest, most learned and pious of all ages—the consecrated instrument of God
0 preserve intact the Holy Book of the Law, at a crisis when all human ingti-
tutions were unworthy of being entrusted with the sacred treasure—to with-
stand all the_fierce upheavals”of human passions, standing to-day a monu-
ment of m,slmred wisdom. In my last address | squght to supftl)lem,ent the
former by iflustrating the necessity of every mason living up to the high and
holy staridard of being without spot or blemish ere he could reasonably claim
to be invested with the Signet of Truth. If such an offering be unacceptable
unto Deity, then | have read in vain. It was the death of such a mason, and
onlj such; that I was holding up to view when | used the language quoted and
condemned in such strong térms. | had supposed that the fact’of a man hav-
mgb received all the degrees of masonry does not, per se, make him a mason,
to"be too bold a truth to require repetition.  Does the Doctor claim that the
phurch, per se, can save a single soul? If so, it must follow as a logical se-
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quence that it should saye all who become members. ~And yet weread that
on a certain time ‘many shall cry, Lord! Lord! in thy name have we done
many mighty works.” Theé responsg is too familiar to require repetition. Mere
professions, like metallcS!ﬂnets of Truth, will fail to secure admission on that
day—naught but Truth will pass current. This, and this only, is what was
meant when | claimed for freemasonry “the resplendent light of divine Inspi-
ration with which God has invested it.””

At this convocation we find the following resolutions adopted

“ Resolved, That the communication of the General Grand High Priest of
the General Grand Chapter of the United States to this Grand Chapter, invit-
ing areturn to that body, has been received and read with much pleasure by
this Grand Chaﬁter. , o ,

“Resolved, That this Grand Chapter deems it inexpedient, at present, to
comply with the request of the General Grand High Priest, and that the sub-
ject bé postponed for future consideration.” o
_ Georgia has 61 chapters on the roll, but so many made no returns that it is
|m8055|ble_ to approximate to the number of memibership. ,

Companion George W, Adams was elected Most Excellent Grand High
Priest, the Secretary remaining the same.

INDIANA.

This Grand Cha#)ter was held on 18th October, 1871, there belngﬁresent
representatives of sixty-two subordinate chartered chapters, with“those, of
five U. D., presided over by Most Excellent Bees J. Chesnutwood, Grand High
Priest. From his address we extract as follows :

“1 trust we each feel truly grateful to the great1 Am for his unbounded
f%oodness and mercy, vouchsaféd to us in conducting us thus far safely over

erough paths of life, and permitting us weary Sojourners thus to meet
once more in annual communication around our mysti¢ altar. May our fra-
ternal greetings be truly sincere, and may we here, whilst surveying the past,
learn how to select our “designs for the future, that all we do may be in ac-
cordance with the Divine command, and pass the scrutiny of the Grand Over-
Seels Sql‘icare * * * * * * * * *
_“ 1 have read with pleasure and satisfaction the proceedings of the follow-
ing Grand Chapters .

Alabama, at Montgomery, December 6, 1870. They elected Henry Clay

Armstrong, Grand High Priest, and Daniel Sayre, Grand Secretary.”

And a long list of others. Then—

“ This beln% all the Grand Chapters with which we are in correspondence, |
believe, except New Hampshire, Vermont and Texas, which, for some cause,
have failed to forward their Proc_eedlngs. Many of the above Grand Chapters
speak in fIattermq terms of this Grand Body, but it is not expected, in the
time allotted me, that | review their acts. TRis would occupy more time and
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space than | have at present, even had I the ability to do the subject justice.
They all with one accord agree that Capitular Masonry in their séveral juris-
dictions is on the increase, as it must, and will be, wherever true light and in-
formation is dispensed.

“ Companions, we are living in atime when it may be well to sound a note
of alarm.  The calm which we are now experiencing may bebutthep,recur-
sor to the storm, for it is a well known fact that there are at present in our
land men, occupying positions of social and moral |m£ortance,, who are
trying to sap the foundations of our great moral edifice. From this, | appre-
hénd; we have but little to fear. Our only cause for alarm is within ourselves.
A %rowmg desire is manifest in our chapters to increase their number, with-
out (I fedr, in_some instances,) aproper reﬁard to the quality of the material
used. Permit me, then, to urge upon all subordipates the importance of
guarding well the portals of the“sanctuary, and suffer none to enter but the
Wogthy.| ,Our strength does not consist in the quantity, but the quality of the
material.

Our companions of Indiana came up nobly to the relief of our distressed
and destitute brethren in Chicago, Manistee and Peshtigo, and while the whole
world run? with the notes of sympath¥ for those of Chicago, they were not
unmindfulof the destitution of ‘those other localities. _

Number of chapters onroll 85 ; number of members reported to this con-
vocation 3,757, ] ) ]

Most Excellent Comﬁ)anlon Chesnutwood was again elected Grand High
Priest, and Companion John M. Bramwell, Right EXcellent Grand Secretary.

IOWA.

The Grand Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on the 15th
of October, 1871, quhtExceIIent D. Baugh,DeputY Grand High Priest, pre-
siding, with representatives from 44 chartéred chapters and fivé U. D.

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Z. C. Luse, was deterred from at-
tendance in consequence of wounds of a painful and serious nature, inflicted
mya “ bull of a breed noted for gentleness and good temper,”but sent his ad-
dress, which was read by the Right Excellent Grand Secretary, and we copy :

Companions—In the kind providence of God we are again brought to an-
other mile-postin our masonic pilgrimage.  To few of us has the past year
been one of unalloyed pleasure ; to many its pathway has been indeed check-
ered with good and ill—to some the dark spofs have seemed at times to cover
almost the'whole, while occasionally the sunlight breaking throu?h the clouds
has brightened them until even the saddest have seemed almostto smile. To
me, they have come as to others, some bright and some dark, and now from
the stilfness of my room where for almost four montlis | have been confined,
and where | am now lying with a broken limb, I send you these few words_ of
.greeting, &ray,lng your indulgence for my absence and the imperfection which
must mark this Communication. That I’'have escaped with my life isto me a
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source of profound satisfaction and thankfulness to Heaven, though my re-
gretis deep that I cannot be with you.”

_ The Grand Secretary, in his report, is pretty severe on chapters not obey-
ing the edicts of the Grand Chapter, and from this report we learn that his
**parn-loft” had heretofore been the Grand Secretary’s office.

At this convocation was adopted the following :

“Whereas, Itis of importance to Royal Arch Masonr&that its rites and
ceremonies should be uniform the world over, and that Koyal Arch Masons
should be in accord wherever dispersed ; and, whereas, the dissemination of
the degrees of our system is greatly to be desired; therefore,

“ ReSolved. That we recog,mz_e the establishment of the Grand Mark Lodge
of England, of which that distinguished masonic scholar. Companion William
James Hughan, of Truro, England, is Provincial Grand Secretary, and extend
to it our cordial recognition, praying for it great success until ‘such time as
the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of England shall recognize and disseminate
the degrees in practice among us. ,

“Resolved, That the action had at the Grand Annual Convocation of 1868,
requiring English mark master masons to be ‘healed,”be rescinded, they be-
ing hereby declared to be recognized as regular mark master masons, and re-
ceivable into chapters in this Jurisdiction, when ogen,ln the degree of mark
master, on the same footing as those of our own obedience.

“ Resolved, That the interchange of Representatives with the Grand Mark
Lodge of England is hereby authorized and invited.”

[t was alsoresolved, as a general regulation, that— , )

“No_companion shall be elected to the office of Grand High Priest, or
Grand Treasurer, for more than one successive term.”

Which means, we suppose that he shah not be eligible to more than two
terms, or one term succeedmg another, or one term successive to another.

Among other votes of thanks, we find one to “ the proprietors of the Pacific
House for reducing the per diem,v &c. We wonder when so7qood an example
will be followed by’the proprietors of houses in Montgomery 7

Sixty-five chapters are borne on the roll, havmgi amembership of 2,772,

Companion E. A. Guilbert was made Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and
Companion W. B. Langridge, Grand Secretary. o

Companjon U. D. Taylor again made the report on Correspondence, in his
usual forcible and fluent st Ie,fqlvmg Alabama among those reviewed,

After ?UOIIH% the whrds of our Grand H(|:qhh Priest reminding the High
Priests,of chapters of the edict of the Grand Chapter in reference” to the €x-
amination of candidates before advancement, he says :

“What is the use of holding schools of instruction, of the Grand HI%h
Priest’s annual visit to almost every subordinate chapter to disseminate the
work, while we still go”n Frmdmg out Royal Arch Masons who, when shoved
out upon the masonic world as such, do not know the first rudiments of our
@t—in fact. know only, as one recently told me he,  had been shoved through
the Royal Arch?

“Man is prone to laziness—especially intellectual laziness—more especially
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the masonic man—(N. B. This is not to be put down as one of the seven wise
sayings of Boston, nevertheless, our experience has proved it true,) —and only
by compelling said man to learn the lectures, will said lectures be learned; and
until this pourse is pursued in lowa, few and far between will bright, well edu-
cated Ro¥al Arch masons be. No mason ever became a mason in deed and in
truth, unless he began at the beginning—which is the ritual.

“(2d'N. B. The above comes much nearer than N. B. No. 1.)"

And right well did he enjoy the vigilance of our committee on Chartered
Chapters. Hear him :

“ One thing we see in the report from the committee on Chartered Chap-
ters, which we cannot resist noticing—it speaks so verg well for Alabama.
The committee find fault with one of the chapter returns because—oh, Hawk-
eyes, especially ye who have served on such committees, %uess What ?-------

%ecaus”e “the "seal was wrong side up ™! Happy, happy, thrice happy Ala-
ama.

As another phase in the history of the General Grand Chapter, and for the
more complete information of oUr companions, we copy the foflowing from
the pen of Companion Langridge :

“ We believe that the true history of the organization of the General Grangd
Chapter has never yet been written, nor thé principles which influenced it
fully considered. Let us glance at it for a moment—want of time will prevent
more than a mere_glance. , _

“Previous to 1798, the Royal Arch degree in the Unifed Stages was a very
different matter from what it’is now. Up to that time it had been the com-
pletion of the Master’s degree—that is to say, Dermott invented (or found
and appropriated, which practically amounted to the same thing,) a certain
ceremony, doubtless very brief and imperfect at first, which he” considered
necessary to the completion of the teachings of that degreE,,(ltseIf a_com-
paratively new invention, and imperfectly developed,)and which was, in all
probability, totally unknown to English masans previous to his exhibition of
It The innovation “ took,” and, in"process of time, came to be comparatively
quite widely worked—worked, however, as a kind of “side de,(I;ree,”an honof-
arium allovable only to Past Masters. 'Its success soon led ifs “,Promoters”
to desire for it amare extended scope and greater strength than it could have
while confined to the few who had actifally passed the chair, espeual!¥ among
brethren so slow as were the English mésons of one hundred and fifty years
ago to change the chairman of their “club;” so a kind of sub-side™-degree
was gotten up to avoid the orlgmal pretended landmark, and also save the
consistency of Grand Hierophant Dermott; those taking the so-called Past
Master’s degree, however, being called on to pay a fee for the privilege of the

short cut-, , ,

“In_due time this system came to America. ~\Webb, Fowle, Gleason & Co.,
were, just then, or shortI}/ afterward, flourishing in New England, and_ like
true Yankees, as soon as they laid eyes on a new invention, (new o them,
however old elsewhere,) they went fo work to “improve” it. “ While one of
them added a ‘ktail-piece " t0 the lecture of the third degree, another got
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hold (grobably via New Orleans_and Baltimore, through the medium of tho
same Scottish Bite masons who introduced the Councildegrees,) of that form
of the Mark and Boyal Arch degrees in use among the French masons of the
West Indies and Lodisiana, and probably another made a Most Excellent Mas-
ter’s degree out of whole cloth, while still another member of the firm manu-
factured another bran new “ Order of High Priesthood,” and these they
JfomtIyArran ed into a system topped out with an improved Templar Order to
ollow after fhe. degrees. , _

* TheY had the shrewdness to see that this system would hardly win a fogt-
hold unless some special means were made use of to propagate it, nor did
they, more than others, foresee the rapid advance of our national, material,
and masonic_growth ; so they proposed a revolution, ,na_mel%, to make all chap-
ters in New England_mdeﬁendent of lodges, and to join them into a copart-
nership for propagating the system, ,

“In 1806 this had worked So well that the “promoters " of the enterprise
were sufficiently encoura(_zed_to extend their revolution over the whole United
States, and to “claim as their own the right of eminent domain in all vacant
territory. In this they struck a chord of ‘popular feeling, as is shown by the
fact that this right has been, bi//sllen,ce, at least, on the part of all masons,
even those in Pennsylvania_and Virginia, allowed, and now, after almost sev-
enty years of undisputed yleldm%, with all the Grand Chapters but two * ille-
gitimately begotten,” accordln? [0 Companion Hyneman, but begotten by a

arty who went into the “ pafriarchal” (or monarchal—the General Grand

hapter being epicene, the sex question is a little mixed,) relation, for the ex-
Press urposé of raising the stalwart fam|I,¥now exmtmgi in some thirty or
orty States of the Union, we submit that it is now a little late in the day to
begin to find fault and ask for marriage certificates.

We are willing to admit, that although Pennsylvania may be lawfully wed-
ded, and, like Sarah, proud, and rather than spoil the comparison, 4 little
spiteful and a (r]o_od deal jealous, while the General Grand ChaBter, like Ha-
%ar, can only claim the Honors of maternity with scarce the blessing of a

edge-priest on her union, yet, taking success as the criterion of the bIess_mE

of heaven on her honest endeavor to ‘propagate the species, we can but thin
thiat she compares well with even pure, proud, virtuous, but childless Penn-
sylvania.
Vi [n other words, and plain English*without comparison, time and general
consent have healed the ille |t|mac¥. But even if the%/ had not, still obliga-
tions taken to the General Grand Chapter being a matter of individual con-
science, and masons,bem,gz_lovers of “‘truth.in the inward parts,” Bro. Hrne-
raan’s arqument of illegitimacy avails nothm%. If it did, it would avail too
much, béing a two-edged sword which could be used by every disaffected ma-
son, as it has always been by anti-masons, to justify the loosening of ail obli-
gation and the breaking of ev,er)i solemn vow.. ,

“ But a great dear of stress 1s’laid on the “ illegal formation of the General
Grand Chapter " in 1798 and 1806, for the action at these two meetings was

art of the formative stage of the central body. We cannot see wherein
here was anything so unlawful, or even very irreqular. The delegates of the
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various chapters in New England met, and did for their section what was at'
tempted in Pennsylvania, but only from State pride and jealousy of foreign
interference prevented, namel)r, formed a Grand Chaptér. = Whether there
had been anﬁl agreement not to do any such thing, or an?{ obligation assumed
to support the various Grand Lodges as the onl rulln% ead in masonry, can
not, of_ course, be known, but taking what we know of such matters by writ-
ten evidences which have come down to us, we do not think any such vows
were assumed. If not, where was the wrong done in forming & new Grand
Body outside of the Grand Lodge to take charge of degrees above the third,
especially by those members of Grand Lod?e_s In possession of those degrees
over which no member of Grand Lodge, not in possession of chapter degrees,
could have anY control?  To denounce that Is akin to that other folly of de-
nouncing the taking of side degrees, a thm% which every man has the right
to do, and which no more impairs masonic obligation than putting in a breast-
pin destroys the texture of aman’s shirt,

“ These representatives of certain New England chapters, then, formed a
Grand ChaPter, and the_other chapters in New England, which were not rep-
resented at the formation, went in afterwards. A few years later, and the
body claimed to be formed lor the whole United States. ™ Gradually, the one
or two chapters,existing in the States, or the Grand Chapters in them, except-
ing Pennsylvania and Virginia, Jomed the organization, Royal Arch masons
forming the first chapters in States took their organization, by a kind of com-
mon consent, from this ?eneral body, and obtained its permission to form
State Grand Bodies ; not from any necessity, but because there is in all men a
kind of hero-worship, which makes a strong central body, or one even claim-
Ing to be such, a good thing to be connected with, and because, in times be-
fore reports on foreign corfespondence came into vogue, the uncertain claims
of the General Grand Chapter loomed up through® the mists of ignorance
much larger than they do now. Sothe same powér that should establish all

overnments—the consent of the, governed—leqltlmatlzed any irreqularity

at might have attached to the origin of the central hody, if any did.

“But, as Companion Hyneman Says, we shall rejoioe’to see” the General
Grand Chapter pass quietly out of existence by itS own act, and we do not
know but that a sine die adjournment would be as good a way of accomplish-1
ing it as any. We wish for'this because it is a useless and expensive, ang may
hecome, a dangerous body, because itds inefficient for good, and its history
is only remarkable for attempted aggressions on the rights of subordinates i
hecause its day of usefulness is past; and, in a word, it is out of date—super-
annuated. For this reason, and because masonic obhélanon is, a reality, and
therefore no power but itself can loosen the honds holding the large majorl_tly
of Royal Arch masons fo*its obedience, we desire to se€ all who are of ifs
family fully represented at its meetlnqs until the almost universally expressed
tdhesgre fdo” its dishandment shall take the form of definite affirmative action to

atend.”

* ‘Now what yer got to say, eh?’ ,

“We have given So much space to this matter we cannot copy any of the
good things in this report, as we would like to do.



46 APPENDIX. [1872.

“G. W, Merrill was elected Grand Hiah Priest; Grand Secretary re-elected.
“ Number of chapters 19; members 968.”

As we have no proceedings from New Jerseg on our table, we will copy from
Companion Taylor’s report'a beautiful poem by Companion Corson.

“ Were we not Taylor, we would try to be Corson, rather than ong of his de-
tractors. N, B.—The writer of the above never saw Companion Corson, nor
has Companion C. ever said or written one word, good or bad, of us, to our
knowledge: but we love truth, and justice, and downright, outsRoken hon-
esty, and who ever saw a glum man honest from principlé ?  Or who ever saw
a olly, rotund corpus leading amob? No, no ; go lookon the rostrum of any
anti-masonic convention, one look at the cadaverous, specimens of humanity—
he’s and she’s—is enough to make a,nygood, man bilious for a month. This
class of people have been called, in” Arabian metaphor, the scourge of the
dessert; always waiting, knife in hand, ready at any moment to asSault the
best after-dinner joke or pun ; in the words of Milton,

“ the,){ instead of fruit,
Chewed bitter ashes, which the offended taste*
With spatt’ring noise rejected.”

But why waste our time railing at them in defense? He who is impervious to
the point of a %ood pun, 1S past the point of punishment. Out uPon these
wit-whippers, these pun pun-ies, who would rejoice tg see the whole pun-kin
“ baked in a pie,” that thetymlg.h_t cut them uP]; such men, like the conse-
quences of small-pox, are o bepitied, for what they call a nuisance is in truth
a new sense to our language. _ _

“So much has been said of Companion Corson’s ‘doggerel,” we must give
room for the following beautiful poem with which he closes his report;

“ The way is dark my Father! Cloud on cloud
Is gathering thickly o’er my head, and loud
The thunders roar-above me. See, | stand
Like one bewildered. Father, take my hand,

And through the gloom
Lead safely home
Thy child!

“ The day goes fast, my Father! and the ni%ht
Is drawmgi darkly down. My faithless sight
Sees ghostly visions. Fears, a spectral band,
Encompass'me, 0 Father! take my hand,

And from the night
Lead up to light
Thy child!

“ The way is long, my Father! and my soul
Lon?s or the rest and quiet of the goal;
While yet I journey through this weary lahd,
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Keep me from wandering. Father, take my hand
Quickly, and’straight
Lead to heaven’s qate
Thy child

““The path is rough, my Father 1 Many a thorn
Has Blerced me; and my weary feet, all torn
And bleeding,"mark the ‘way. Yet thy command

Bids me press forward. Father, take my hand,

Then, safe and blest,
Lead up to rest
Thy chila!

“The throng isgreat, my Father! Man){adoubt
And fear and danger compass me about;
And foes oppress me sore. | cannot stand
Or go alone, 0O Father I take my hand,
And through the throng
Lead safe along
Thy child!

“ The cross is heavy, Father! | have borne
It long, and still do bear it. Let my worn
And fainting spirit rise to that blest land

Where crowns are given. Father, take my hand,
And, réaching down,
Lead to the crown
Thy child!

“If | domy duty, Father!if | strive
To live like Thee; may | not drive
All doubts and, fears dway? May |
Not hope to join Thee, when | lie

e down to rest,
Upon th¥ breaBt
hy child!

_“But if we manfully do our duty—if we live in accordance with our profes-

sions—if we place our firm reliance upon the Lord of the tribe of Judah, all
doubts will vanish, all fears will be dissipated, and our souls will be cheered,
our hearts gladdened, and our spirits invigorated by the gracious answer to
our earnest'prayer:

“The way is dark, my child! but leads tQ|I%hI.
| would not always have thee walk by sight.
My dealings nowthou canst not understand.
| meantit'so; but I will take thy hand,

Andthrough the gloom
Lead safely home
My child!”
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ILLINOIS.

The Twenty-second Annual Convocation was held on 6th October, 1871, Most
Excellent Companion Augustus A. Murray, Grand High Priest, in the east,
with representatives from 125 subordinates.

I'he Grand High Priest, in his address, says

“We stand before the world in an important aspect. Intelligent, well-
meaning men recognize in us and our noble fraternltY, no second-rate moral
Power, and while croakers and fogies are content to Tive within the limits of
heir own sordid and selfish aims and deeds, and to condemn whatever might
help mankind to rise to better and nobler views of human life and destiny,
the benedictions of the truly wise and good rest on our noble and gloriots

work.
~“And whYShouI_d they not? Our banner floats on every breeze, hearing on
its ample folds an influénce sufficient to convince the wondering world that
our motive is progress, growth, improvement, and that the welfare of an un-
divided and indivisible humanity 15 our noble inspiration.

“Under Him who presides in the Grand East, we fee| encouraged to go on
todeven grander achievements than those recorded in the past history of our
or

er.

“ With the most fertile soil in the world, the broadest_?ralrles,,the ?randes,t
commercial interests, the best schools, and the indomitable spirit of Ameri-
can people, who are always rushing to the accomplishment of impossibilities,
and solving problems before whichi the old world stands in dumb amazement,
who can conceive of the glorious future that awaits us ?”

Anumber of companions petitioned for a dispensation, stating that they
had applied for the necessary recommendation from neighboring chapters,
which was granted, and immediately reconsidered and ?,ostponed. TheM.*,
E*, after quI[Y' hecoming satisfled that a dlsPensa ion ought not to be
issued, declined it, and ordered the hlqh priest of the chapter having the rec-
ommendation under consideration to s OR all furtheraction, and to * ,expunfqe
from the records so much as related to the petition for recommendation,” efc.

_That he was right in not granting a dispensation, for that is confided to his
discretion, but t0 order any portion of the records of a chapter to be, de-
stroyed is beyond his prerogative. Mayhe we don’t know what is expunging,
and'we don’t"believe we do. _ _

Within this jurisdiction are 145 chapters, with a, membershlg of 8840.
There are also 6 U. D., with 160 members, making, in all, 9,000 Royal Arch
masons.

_Companion J. H. Miles makes report on Correspondence makm% very judi-
gllaﬁ?nselgﬁpsons from the proceedings of no less than 38 Grand Chapters, in-

Fror% his closing we copy :

“ And now, Companions, our task is ended, Imperfect as it seems to us,

we leave it with you, trusting it will receive from you that charity its merits
or demerits may demand.
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ln culling from the pa?es of the many and voluminous proceedings before
us, we have "endeavored fo select that which would best interest the Royal
Craft and advance the interests of Capitular Masonry in our jurisdiction, and
if we have at all succeeded it is well, and our reward 1s ample.”

To this same Companion as Grand Secretary our thanks are due for the
beautiful style of the pamphlet. o

Companion James A. Hawley was made Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion James H. Miles, Grand Secretary.

KANSAS.

The Seventh Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on 17th
October, 1871, the Most Excellent Deputy Grand High Priest, E. D. Hillyer,
R/rlesmmg, at which there were present representatives from 14 chapters. The

ost Excellent Grand High Priest was absent, but his address was read by the
Deputy Grand High Priest. In this we find he says :

_“Toourown grand jurisdiction the past year brought nothing of special
interest; ordinary %rospenty has followed our masonic tabors, and we have
heen exempt from those thrée great scourges of the human family—war, pes-
tilence and famine. ~ Although’we have not had the visible presence of the
Great | Am With us, as he manifested himself to the Israelites when the She-
kinah rested above the mercy-seat, ;/et we have no more doubt that Hehas been
with us, watched over and "protected us ; although we have not heard His
voice as did tile priests in the ancient temple within the most holy Place, when
the Bathkol, from between the Cherubim, announced the Divine pleasure, yet
we have heard that unfailing. mentor which sBeaks so plainly to our con-
sciences, and informs us of His will, and thereby have we been directed to
?erform the obligations enjoined on_ us to keep “inviolably the mysteries un-
olded to us, andinvariably to practice all those duties démanded of us.”

_ Heruled that a brother having taken the M. M., P. M. and M. E. M. degrees
in one jurisdiction, and having moved into and resided in another for a period
of twelve months, then etltlonlng for the it. A degree, presenting at the
same time the consent o the,chaﬁ er where he had béen initiated, and being
elected to receive, and receiving the R, A. degree, is a member of the chapter
first acting on him.  But the Committee onl Jurisprudence differ with him,
and declare that “ upon being duly exalted and complying with the by-laws,
gains membership in" the chapter,” which was declared {0 be and made “a
?tatndmggj Eegulatlon of.thir Grand Chapter.” We think this is the opinion en-
ertained here,

Our Royal Craft seems to be in a prosperous condition in this jurisdiction
and exercising their powers for the encouragement of the right. " This Grand
Chapter suspended Companion F. A. Bettes, high priest of one of the subor-
dinates, from membership in his chapter. ,

There are within this jurisdiction twenty-seven chapters, with a member-
ship of 65%
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Companion E. D. Hillyer was made Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and
Companion E. T. Carr re-elected Grand Secretary. o
Companion E. T. Carr makes the report on Correspondence, reviewing the
proceedings from thirty-six Grand Chapters, among which we find ours. =
We like What he says below, and therefore copy it, and also becausg it is
the expression of our own sentiments. ~ Referring to the recommendation of
the Grand High Priest of Maine that the Grand Council be allowed to refain
tluir cIothlng| during their term, that when maklnﬁ official visits they might,
be properly clothed,” provided they gave bond for their safe return, he says :
“ He suggests that it might be well to make some provision which would
enable the members of the Grand Council to retain possession of the |_n3|%n|_a
of their office in order that they might %H)ear appropriately clothed in their
official visits tg subordinate chapters, and to that end propf Sea that they give
abond in a sufficient sum for the safe restoration of the clothing at the expi-
ration of their term of office.  Good joke cn the Grand Council. Will our
Companion give us the probable value of such a bond, or cite usto a case
where abrother or companion, having become surety in such, cases, was held
ﬁersonally liable by the ‘failing of the party to compI%, with his bo:.d? I we
ad 110 confidence in the party, we shouldnot place him where a bond would
be necessary. If we do, andhe fails to comply with his contract, are we to
ask a compai ion to make good our loss b%/ the companion’s failure 7 This
may do iu the commercial fransactions of the world, but it is not masonry.”

The report is exceedingly interesting throughout, but we have not time for
further extracts.

KENTUCKY,

The Fifty-sixth Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter wa3 held on 16th
October, 1871, Most Excellent Grand High Priest Heng Bostwick, presiding.
Representatives from 74 chartered chapters and 5 U. D. were present, but on
the following day those from 7 others were admitted.

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest, in his address, says:

“On the subject of Uniformity of ‘Work,”| would say, that while | am?
fully satisfied that the chapters are endeavoring to do *good work’and true,
['find great want of uniformity, and_ the difficUlty seems to be, that no one
knows which is the correct work (this. Grand Chapter never having adopted
any system_of work) ; and my firm conviction h, that it will be impossible to
have anythlnq like Uniformity in the work of our chapters until this Grand
Chapter'adopts a system of work, and then employs one or more lecturers to
visit the Chapters and exemplify the same.”

At this convocation it was

“ Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed, to report at the
next annual convocation of this Grand Chapter, the best mode of havm%a
uniformity of work in the chapters under this jurisdiction; and to report a
system of work.”
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Companion J. P. Rascoe Mas elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and
Companion Philip Swigert re-elected to his forty-eighth term as"Grand Secre-

ary.
' 1yhere are 110 chartered chapters, with 8 U. D., having reported 3469 mem-
ers.

The Qorrespondence report was made by Companion Henderson, Grand
Chaplain, reviewing the proceedings of 31 Grand Chapters in a very discrimi-
nating and courteous manner, including those from Alabama.

From it we take the following:

“ We have noticed that nearly every professional lecturer upon masonry in-
troduces into the work some legendary, dramatic, or rhetorical conceit of his
own. The temptation is to appear to know something that the craft in gen-
eral do not know—to make a sensation by the introduction of somethln? con-
sidered very beautiful or startling, We, therefore, have been oqused 0 the
s¥slem of Grand Lectureship, bélieving, as we do, that it is the fruitful cause
of interpolations, and that it inroduces more errors, in the shape of modern-
isms, Into the work than it eradicates.”

He discourses well on the preservation of the Ianguageof the ritual, and
believes that in conveying the essence we should do’it by the letter of ma-
sonry.  But we will lef him speak for himself;

“ As every masonic idea has its own proper sign that expresses it better
than any other can, we should seek to preserve uniformity of Iangua%e as well
as spirit.  We are to teach masonry as we received it, and not as we have for-
gotten and substituted some words of our own. ~ Aninterpolated word here
and there, by one and another lecturer, would, in the course of time, entirely
destroy the original text of masonic instruction.

“In’the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, we once heard Dr.
Breckinridge oppose a revised edition of the Scriptures, issued by the Ameri-
can Bible Society, in_which had bee i eliminated Some obsolete words, on the
ground that the Bible is the anchorage ground of the English language,
which ought to be preserved, as far as possible, from eclecticism, in its native
Anglo-Saxon mmplmtr. _ _ _

_““This view, with others, prevailed, and the Bible Society had to abandon
its action and cease publishing this edition, or lose the patronage of the Pres-
byterian Church. , , o

“ Masonry is one of the agencies to preserve the purity of the E iglish
ton?ue, and the moment We Degin to admit words of modern com,a%e, or of
phifological construction from foreign tongues, that moment we weigh anchor
and sef'sail on uncertain seas, where a maelstrom may wait to engulph us.

“The normal language of masonry is simple, and pure mén of correct
tastes will admire the sublime simplicity of our ritual much more than when
clothed in the meretricious rhetoric of every lecturer who thinks he can beau-
tify it by his own expurgations and substitutions. No license to change
should be allowed an}/ oné, or we will be at last confounded. in a Babel of
tongue™.  We heard of an artist who once took a‘)ure white lily and sought
to improve it by penciling on its petals the parti-colored fancies he had mixed
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on his pallet.  He committed floral sacrilege, and violated the first principles
of art, which is strict conformity to nature. Paint is good in its place, but
not to improve flowers. *Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like one
of these.” Moral truths are ?randest when “clothed in severe attire. The
adornments of art cannot add to the charms of truth. :Let us continue ma-
sonry in thatuncorrupted form inwhich our fathers taught it—free from the
garish decorations of the modern drama, and the high-sounding periods of
bombastic oratory and ?oetry. We want no Johnsonianism in niasonry, and
naught of the spectacular style.”

Onemore extract, and we have finished. Some yerrs since we recommended
to our Grand Chapter to adopt the plan then proposed in Wisconsin of requir-
ing the report on Corres%ondence to be printed and distributed among the
members of the Grand Chapter, and have repeated the recommendation, but
to no purpose.  Some of the Grand Chapters have followed Wisconsin, and
our Companion gives strong reasons why this should be so ; hear him :

“ It is quite the custom in Grand Chapters to receive the report on Foreign
Correspondence by Its title, and fo dispense with its reading.  We have in" a
Prekus_report expressed our dissent from this practice, ~We hardly would
reat a friend’s letter with such incivility, and our Foreign Correspondents
certainly ought not to be dismissed so unceremoniously. ~ The object of this
report is to_inform us of the views obtaining, and the decisions upon, ques-
tions of jurisprudence rendered, that we may learn wisdom and profit there-
by. If'read in Grand Chapter, it would be fruitful of sug(‘;estlons, and cer-
tainly would be as much a matter of interest as other reports.”

LOUISIANA.

This Grand ChaBterwas ogened in ample form, in Annual Convocation, on
the 13th day of February 1872 by Most Excellent Michel Eloi Girard, Grand
High Priest. There appear to have been nine chapters present, who resolved
that others in certain circumstances be allowed representation, which raised
the number of chartered chapters represented to sixteen, with three U. D.,
when the Most Excellent Grand High Priest proceeded to deliver his address,
from which we make copious extracts. We are induced to do this because the
same subject has at times given us trouble, doubting, as we do, which course
would be'the proper one thursue whenever the question should arise.  Yet
we are inclined to agree with the M.\ E..\'in his opinion.

i:Ihave been called upon to decide but few questions amo_n? them one
arising from the interpretation of a portion of section 4, Article V. of the
Constitution : Whether the recommendation required by that section to au-
thorize a chapter to receive the application for capitular'degrees from an ap-
plicant who had heen rejected by another chapter, should be granted upon a
unanimous vote, or smplkf a méjority vote of the chapter ; and, secondly, in
what time after a refusal fo grant thie recommendation, the_applicant could
renew his aPpllcatlon for it; whether the six months prohibitory clause had
any application to this case.
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. “These questions arose evidently from the want of explicitness in that sec-
tion, Ieavm? these points open to a difference of opinion and inviting discus-
sion. It affords us a practical illustration of the necessity of so framing our
constitutional rules as to leave nothing to intendment, ,

“I'held that the recommendation Should_ only issue upon the unanimous
consent of the chapter, and that the appllcatlon for the recommendation
could be renewed at any time and before the expiration of sixmonths.”

“In some jurisdictions unanimity is required, and in others a majority is
declared sufficient. ~ As a%e,neral rle, it may be- said that when a unanimity
IS not expressly required, it is understood that the majority should rule. But
| conceived that on this particular subject such a construction might lead to
evil consequences.  Bearing in mind the stringency of the landmark requir-
Ing unanimity to gain admission into a chapter, and, as a consequence, into
the order, and impressed with the importance of maintaining that law n all
its force and effect, | was induced to hold that the recommendation should he
%ranted only u;f),o_n the same vote that is required in cases of application for

egrees or” affiliation. Were it otherwise, the law_ of one negative ballot
might be avoided and a bare majority substituted in its place by the rejected
candidate a%plymF to another chaptér, where he_ would not be so well known
?,erhaps, and riot fikely to meet with any opposition, and upon arecommenda?
ion issued from the fejecting chapter,” notwithstanding the opposition of a
number ot the members theréof, he would be accepted in that other chapter,
where he would receive the degrees and become a member of the order. "The
law of the_ballot mlght thus be thuallx, and, perhaps, purposely set aside,
and material declared unworthy by one chapter be accepted and worked up by
another, through, perhaps, a reprehensible evasion of a salutary law.

“ Besides, what Is the import of a recommendation ? Doubtless, that the
applicant is worthy, and as sucli entitled to favorable consideration. If it be
s0, how could a°chapter issue such recommendation when the applicant
stands upon their record legally declared unworthy, and whilst some of the
members consider him_ as such. ,

“ Asingle ob{ectlon is sufficient to arrest a candidate even after a favorable
ballot, and another ballot may be ordered, for it is the spirit and intention of
our law that unworthy material be kept out, and it could not have been the
intention of the framers of our constitution, or of the Grand,ChaPter,m
adopting that constitution, to afford refused material opportunities of being
taken in somewhere. o o ,

For these reasons, as the constitution was not_explicitin this particular,
and having no doubt that the order could not be injured by such a construc-
tion on mdypart, that would impede, rather than facilitate, the recePtlon of
material declared unworthy, | did not hesitate to say that the safest course
would be to require for a récommendation the same unanimity as in cases of
application for degree,s or affiliation. _ ,

If you think that it ought to be otherwise, then it should be clearly ex
pressed in the law. , o

* The refusal to recommend should not be considered a rejection, however

much it may partake of that character ; for one can only be said to have been
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rejected when he has applied for degrees and been denied his request. Al-
though achapter should refuse to reCommend a rejected applicant to the fa-
vorable consideration of another chapter, still he may re-applly at once to the
same chapter for the degrees, if the six. months delay has. efapsed since his
retjectl,g)n, and he can certainly apply again and atany fimefor the recommend-
ation.

We again give his views on a_subject which agitated our Grand Lodge, and
recommends a course almost identical with its action, but which was found
impracticable, and subsequently abandoned. 'We, however, copy as follows :

“ Your Committee on Revision ofthe Constitution and By-Laws will present
their report, which should be carefully considered. Therg is a portion of our
constitutional rules which, in my opinion, should be prepared with care, and |
would call your attention to it speciallv: First, the subject of dismission, and
the non-affiliation consequent therefrom. 1t certainly is the spirit of our laws
that there should be no drones in our midst, and ‘still | fear the different
bodies are too willing to allow companions to discontinue their membership.
Often the applicant Tor a dimit does not intend to affiliate with any other
chapter, and he only applies for a dimit to withdraw, as he thinks, perhaps,
notdlshono_rablh/, from the order. Thatis eminently wrong. Itisnotin ac-
cordance with the spirit of the ancient charge. ‘Every brother ought to be-
long to one lodge'and be subhect to its by-laws and general regulations/ (and
| think every companion ought to belong to one chapter, and be subject t0 ifs
by-laws and general regulations.) . Sometimes, too, after having been dimit-
ted, his application for affiliation is refused, and thus he may be unwittingly
made to remain a non-affiliate. o
. “'Whilst we have legislated against non-affihation and endeavored to recall
in to membership those who were out, we should have directed our efforts to
retain those who_are members bx not allowing any companijon fo lose his
membership in his chapter until_he_has been aCcepted a memper in another.
Byenactlnq,a by-law that a dimit will not have the effect of dissolving mem-
bérship until thie dimitted companion has been accepted a member by some
other chapter, or that one dimitted, who has not applied for membership in
some regular chapter for twelve months, should be considered as sus,?ended,
and reported as such, non-affiliation would be stopped at once, and it is only
by arresting the evil that we may hope to ever See the last of craftsmen
lounging about without asking or Teceiving wages. It were much better for
the craft that those who have failed to appreciate the sublimity of the teach-
ings of our order, and have become desirous of b,elnq relieved of the noble
duties of amason, should be also deprived of the rights of one, They should
be cut off as dead branches and stand as suspended, and thus deprived of all
rights, even masonic communication.  Without some penalty affixed to con-
tlnu%d non-affiliation, it must increase and become a sore evil not to be easily
cured.

“ If these views are correct, the practice, of striking from t! eroll for non-
payment of dues must be wrong in principle. It ma)[/ and does afford the
chaﬁter some relief, as it has no_ contribution to make to the Grand Chapter
or the delinquent member ; but it also has the bad effect of increasing the
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number of loungers, without any adequate good result. The member stricken
from the roll remains in good standing, since he is not suspended, he may
not even have been reprimanded, and"is, therefore, still entitled to all the
rlghts of a Royal Arch mason, without having to bear any of the burdens.
There is another subject which deserves some attention. A Royal Arch ma-
son, who is suspended or expelled by the lodge of which he is @ member, is
thereby considered as suspended of expelled from the chapter, and there
should”be some mode provided for notifying the several chapters of that sus-
Fensmn or expulsion by the lodge.  Some official notice of 1t should be glven
10 the chapter by a certificate issued by the secretary of the lodge, and the
information could then be transmitted by the secretary of the chapter to the
Grand Secretary, who would report it in’his monthIY reports to the constitu-
ent chapters, and thus the Royal Arch Craft generally would be advised of it.”

The officers of the Grand Chapter were all e-glectd. ,

Thirty-seven chapters in the jurisdiction, having membership of 1,576.

The report on Correspandence is again from the pen of Companion Horner,
and in his usual racy style he reviews the proceedings of 34 Grand Chapters.
We are surprised that among these we do not find ours. This astonishes us,
as we are so near, and communication is o ready and easy.

In his review of Florida we think he strikes right boldly and properly at one
of the fancies of Companion Carutli, as follows : ,

“The views expressed in the report are generally sound, but we must dis-

sent from the proposition that masonic or any other kind of temperance
means total abstinence; the terms are by no medns synonymous, and none of
the masonic sages of either ancient or”modern times, from_Solomon down,
ever taught such a lesson, and to preach such a doctrine is casting a slur
upon more than a majority of our best and ablest brethren; neither”can we
find an)(_precedent for the position assumed that the business of selling spir-
ityous |3uors IS unmasonic and inhuman. Masonry has her mission, and that
mission does not include the prosecution of a fanatical crusade in the cause of
total abstinence, and an attempt to draw masonry from her own path of use-
fulness must necessarily always have a detrimental result. Let our Florida
cpmpanjons_prescrlbe, gach for himself, his course of conduct, and walk up-
rightly in his proper station before God and man, and bear ever in mind that
?reat commandment, *“ mind thy own business,” and they will find that the
raternity is not injured by refraining from dlctatm? to itS votaries what and
how much they shall eat, drink, and ‘sell. * Our duly to ourselves ” requires
that “ no-man or body of men” shall interfere with our private matters, so
that they offend no one, and we have no notion of havmg the “ Blue Laws”
revived in our Masonic Temple. Nor can we be frightened from our position
by the Companion calling this “an apologY for the rumseller,” as he stigma-
tizes some of the digsenting opinions of other reporters, hut it is a protest
against the prostitution of masonry to purposes foreign to its objects; against
thie uncharitable, erroneous and false Interpretation “of one of our great ma-
sonic virtues; and against the would-be fanatical, uncalled for, and almost
impertinent interference with the private affairs of individuals, which is rep-
robated by all our teachings.”
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We would like to clip more, but fear to flatter our friend at the expense of
your patience. %

MAINE.

The Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on May 7th, 1872,
Most Excellent Stephen J. You,ngl Grand H|gh Priest, presiding, and repre-
sentatnllels from every chapter within the jurisdiction—g5. What'an admirable
example!

T_hepaddress of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest is strictly confined to
business, and from it we make the following extract: S
_“ I have made hut one decision which is riew to masonic law in this jurisdic-
tion, and | herewith submit it for the consideration of the Grand Chapter.

“An officer is Ie%ally,el,ected and presents himself for installation, when a
companion_objects to Ris installation on account of his bad moral character.
Can he be insfalled ? ] o

“Ans, He canpot be installed until the char?_es are investigated and refuted.
The objection of one_companion, If found valid, is sufficient to prevent the
installation of any officer of a chapter.” _ ,

And we also, In‘this place, copy the report of the committee to whom this
portion of the address was referred, which was adopted :

_“The committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to. which was referred the de-
cision of the Grand High Priest in relation to objections to the installation of
an officer, ask leave to report, that the same is undoubtedly correct, and
should be approved. S ) )

“As the question is a new one in this jurisdiction, the committee deem it
proper to make a more detailed statement of the law bearing upon it,

“When objections are made by a member of a chapter to'the installation of
an officer, eléct or appointed in ‘such chapter, the installing officer should at
once require the reasons for such objection. If the reasons are not given, or
are deemed by him insufficient, if sustained, he should proceed with the in-
stallation. If the reasons given are deemed sufficient, the_installing officer
should fix a time and place Tor a hearing, and notify the parties and hear them.
If, upon such hearing, the objections are sustained in his opinion, he should
s notify the parties, forbidding the installation, and a new election should be
ordered. This ends the matter, unless an appeal is taken. If the installing
officer is nof the Grand High Priest, either party may appeal to him, and his
decision is final. R , ,
_“If the Grand High Priest investigates the matter End sustains the objec-
tions, whether originally or on appéal, his order in the Inremlses should’ be
entered of record in the’chapter, and that vacates the election, and it is no
Iongier of any more force than if it had never taken place, and his decision is
final, and from it there is no appeal. . If the objections are not sustained by
him, the officer should of course be installed.

Timothy J. Murray,

JOSIAH H. DIUIMMOND,

David Cargill .
Committee *
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The Correspondence is from the pen of one of our ablest reporters, who
has closely studied masonic history and jurisprydence, and whose judgment is
as sound as his knowledge is extensive. ~ In 1t he reviews the praceedings of
mie General Grand Chapter and 3 Grand Chapters. Alabama is of the fium-
ber, and to your reporter he devotes a considerable space, or rather to the

uestion of the position occupied by Alabama in relation to the General Grand

hapter. We do not intend to enter into anY controversy on this subject.
We gave the reasons that actuated us revmusg, but we dre frank to state
that'those which controlled ourJudgm nt then 0o not exist now, and that the
objections to the General Grand Bodly which were to us then paramount, have
almost entirely been removed. If” Companion Drummond will recollect,
our great objection to entering the family was because of the evident want of
harmony among its mempers.” This apFears to have been dispelled, and steﬁs
taken to render many of the previously entertained apprehensions for the
future groundless. We now give our companion’s whole article:

“ Companion P. J, Pillans presented the r_eP,ort on Correspondence (55
pages). In his review of Arkansas, while admitting that suspension for un-
masonic, conduct in the lodge suspends in the chapter, he doubts whether
restoration by the Iodge restores to membership in the chapter.

_“He discusses the General Grand Chapter, but does not repg to our ques-
tions of last year. He’starts by asking, “But whence did the General Grand
Chapter derive its powers ?* and answers it as follows : “ From those certainly
who constituted it—the State Grand Chapters,” He founds liis remaining
argument uPon this. It is evident that he iS_entirely in error, and we ask him
to"examine the. Compendium of the Proceedings of the General Grand Chap-
ter. He will find that, as we have been telling him, he reverses the facts.
The General Grand Chapter was not created by State Grand Chapters, but it
antedates every one of them which are its consituents, and every one of them
was created by its authority and under its constitution. ]

**_ et us examine its history brleflg. Delegates from the subordinate chap-
ters of several States met January 24, 1798, and formed a Grand Chapter for
the Northern States. It was_-prowded_ in its constitution that there should be
in each of the States within its jurisdiction, a Deputy Grand Chapter, consist-
ing of a Deputy Grand High Priest, King, Scribe, &, who should be the rep-
reSentatives of their Deputy Grand Chapter in the Grand Chapter. Accord-
qulﬁl’ “ agreeably to the sixth article of the constitution of the Grand Chapter
of the Northern States of America,” the representatives of the chapters in
New York met March 14, 1798, and or?amzed the Deputy Grand Chapter of
New York. In the same manner, on the twelfth of June, 1798, the Deputy
Grand Chapter of Massachusetts was organized ; the same thing was dong in
Bkode Island in March, 1797, and in Connecticut [\/Ialy 17, 1708, There were
no other Grand Chapters in the country, save one in Pennsylvania appended
to, and under the control of the Grand Lodge. It has, however, recently
been discovered that one had been formed i Maryland, but how, it is not
known, as none of the records have been found. _

¥ On January 9,1799, the Grand Chapter of the Northern States met, having
under it the four Deputy Grand Chapters above named, being all there then
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were in the count(rjy. It then amended its constitytion, taking the name of
the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter for the Northern States, and pro_ided
that the Deputy Grand Chapters should in future be styled “ State Grand
Chapters.” "nd they were granted power to issue warrants for new chapters
in their several ]UrISdICtlonS* except that (until Grand, Chapters should be
formed therein,)"Vermont wa* placed under the jurisdiction of New York, and
New Hampshire under that ot Massachusetfs. ~ Subordinate chapters when
constituted were required to conform, “in all their doings, to the constitution
of the General Grand Royal Arch ChaPter.” In 1804 the Grand Chapter of
Vermont was formed under this authori ){ ,

In 1806 the General Grand Chapter met again, all the Grand Chapters then
existing (excepting the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania, which had not then
becomeé independent, but was still_governed by the Grand Lodge,) being rep-
resented. and amended its constitution by.changm% its name'to the General
Grand Chapter of ihe Unired States, and gl,vm% 10 State Grand Chapters the
power to issue warrants for new chapters in their several jurisdictions, and
reseiving to itself the sole power to issue them for chaptérs in any State in
which there was not a Grand Chapter. It also provided that when three chap-
ters had been formed in any State under that constitution, a Grand Chapter
might be formed therein with the approbation of one of the first four General
Grand officers, in one year alter the establishment of the junior chapter in the
State. Two dispensations (one for South Carolina and one for Georgeia,)
having been issued bY the General Grand officers, they were confirmed by the
General Grand Chapter.. . o ,

“It was further provided that every officer on_his installation, and every
candidate on his admjssion, should take the following obligation : ‘1, A.B., do
promise and swear, that | will support and maintain”the General Grand Royal
Arch Constitution

“ It next metin 1816, The Grand Chapter of Maryland had then been re-
organized and was admitted under the authority of the General Grand Chap-
ter ; the Grand Chapter of Virginia had been formed by chapterseg) endant
to lodges, and has remained independent ever since; and the Grand Chapter
of South Carolina had been formed under its authority by chapters chartered

by it.
J. [t next metin 1819, The Grand ChaPters of Kentucky, Ohio and New
Hampsh{ret_had then been formed under its authority and were admitted to
representation. _ . _

“ [tnextmetin 1826. The Grand Chapters of Maine, Georgia, North Carolina,
Alabama, Tennessee, New Jersey and the District of Columbia had been
formed in accordance with its constitution and under its authority, and, most
of them, by chapters chartered directly by it.  No other Grand Chapter was
formed., except as hereinafter stated, till 1845 and in the meantime the Grand
Chapters of Vermont, New Jersey, District of Columbia, North Carolina, and
Geor%la had succumbed to the anti-masonic storm, and only one (Georgila in
1841) had been reorganized. But the General Grand Chapter had held its
regular convocations. o ,

Now, Companion Pillans, does not this history completely dispose of your
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%rgumen; that the State Grand Chapters are the parents of the General Grand
aper’

“But we are not yet done with you. =~ We have ?lven the general h|stow,
and we now ﬁropose to make an “application to Alabama in particular, We
have stated that the Grand Chapter of Alabama was formed in 1823, An at-
tempt was made to do so.  Four chapters had been chartered b{ the General
Grand High Priest.  Ameeting was called for May 19, 1823, buf there was a
disagreement as to the time and place, and only two chapters were repre-
sented; on the 21st, no delegate from the other two had arrived, but a consti-
tution was adopted, and on” the next day a Grand Chapter was organized ;
whether more than two chapters were then regresented does not appear, but
as the junior chapter was not a year old, the General Grand Chapter, in 1826,
demge that the action was void, and the Grand Chapter could not be recog-
nized.

“1t, however, confirmed the charters which had been issued by that Grand
Chapter, authorized and recommended the fouy chapters created by itself to
form a Grand Chapter at an early da¥. Accordingly the delegates from those
four ch,aPters met June 2, 1827, and formed a Grand Chapter, which met reg-
ularly till 1830, but then susoended. On Dec. 8, 1837, the refuresentatlves of
%_he chapters then working in Alabama met and adopted the following resolu-
on:

“ ‘Resolved, That the representatives of the several chapters, now present,

roceed to form a Grand Royal Arch Chapter according to the provisions of the

eneral Grand Royal Arch’C hapter of the United States, the former Grand
Chapter of this State having failed to hold its constitutional meetings for ihe
last seven years.’ , )

“ And in‘accordance therewith organized the Grand Chapter.

" For mare than thirty years every officer at his installation, and every can-
didate at bis admission, in” Alabama, took a solemn obligation to support and
maintain the constitution of the General Grand Chapter as the supreme gov-
ernmé; body in the Un ted States : the constitution of the Grand Chapter”de-
clared that 1t was under the jurisdiction ot the General Grand Chapter, and
adopted the constitution of ihg latter as a part of itself. In December, 1860,
a revised constitution containing the same provisions was reported, received,
and in accordance with the requirements in amending the constitution, en-
tered on the minutes, published with, the Proceedmﬁs, and laid over to the
next Convocation for ‘action, when it purports to have pbeen unanimously
adopted. But at that same Convocation (1861) the following resolution was
adopted with but one dlssentmq_vote L

“ ‘Resolved, That the connection subswtmg between the Grand Chapter of
Alabama and the General Grand Chapter ofthe United States be and the same
Is hereby d ssolved. o ,

_“This seems to be an attempt to amend the constitution by simple resolu-
tion ; but it may be that therevhed constitution was amended according]
and unanimous Y adopted, without lying over one year, as the coyistitutiou if-
self required It we look to the validity of the proceedings, either horn of the
dilemma would seem to be fatal to them. But we do notmention this to make



60 APPENDIX. [1872.

apoint of it. We desire to ask Companion Pillans if this action was consist-
ent with the obligations which he and his associates have many times taken in
relation to the General Grand Chapter. It was taken in dark and troublous
times, but now it can be examined'in the light of history and in the absence
of the terrible excitement attending its adoption. Can 1t be sustained? If
not, we know our Alabama companions too well to argue that if it cannot he
on the score.of duty, considerations of policy and usefulness do not have a
feather’s weight. , , ) ] ,

_“We call upon our Companion to point out, if he can, asingle error in our
historical statement: and if he cannot, to answer the quéstion squarely,
whether the General Grand Chapter is not the parent of the Grand Chapters ;
and if it is, whether theHUFISdICtIOH it has over them can be thrown off by
them without its consent; and whether we can thus be absolved from the of-
ligations we have voluntarily taken to supportit. ,

“ We have devoted this space to this question to,dlsgose of it once for all,
and hecause Compamon Pillans invited this discussion Dy taking issue with us
in aformer report, and maintaining that the State Grand Chapters consti-
tuted the General Grand Chapter, a$ he does in the report now under review.”

We sincerely regret to see the attack made b,%,C_ompanJon Mason, D. C., on
Companion Drummond, but still more the exhibition of ill temper by the lat-
ter, and the announcement that the former had been making statéments of
him which are “ nottrue.” Twere better to have passed the matter in si-

lence. , , )
On the subject of dispensations he says :

“ The granting of dispensations for new lodges is comparatively a modern
Practlce. Formerly chapters were granted bg thie Grand Master. “The char-
ers of Portland Lodge, qranted, one in 1762 (under which no orgamzatlon
was effected), and' one il. 1769, were granted by the Provincial Grand Masters,
and they confer all the powers of modern charters. In fact, Portland Lodge
is stlll,workmg,under the_1769 charter. Webb makes no mention of lodges
U. D. in his editions of 1797 or 1802. In them he states that a new IodEe can
be formed only under a charter granted upon application to the Grand Lodge.
In his edition 0f 1805, he sazs : ,

“‘If the petition meets the approbation of the Grand Lodge, they generally
order a dispensation to be issued, which is signed bg the Grand o Deputy
Grand Master, and authorizes the petitioners to assemble, as a legal lodge, for
a certain specified term of time, _

“ ‘In somejurisdictions the Grand and Deputy Grand Masters, respectively,
are invested with authority to grant dispensations at pleasure during the re-
cess of the Grand Lodge ;1n ofners, they are never iosued without the special
direction of the Grand Lodge.’ .

“ We have looked into the early Froceed|ngs of some of the older of the
Grand Lodges, but have not been able to discover the origin of dispensations.
In New JerSey, lodges were mvanablx created by charter till long after 1805,
but we find iri the constitution of 1790 the followm% - ,

“ 1t is the prerogative ofthe Grand Lodge, and the Right Worshipful Grand
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Master has full power and authority, when the Grand Lodge is duly assem-
bled, to make, or cause to be made in his Worships preSence, masons at
sight, and such making is good ; but they cannot be made out of his presence
without his written dispensation for that‘purpose ; nor is any warranted lodge
obliged to receive any of the persons so made as members, exceﬁt t\%vote, and
with the full consent of the body of such lodge. Butthe Right Worshipful
Grand Master, with the authority of the GrandLodge, may grant them a war-
rant and form them into a new Iod?e.’ o

“ We tind no express authority in the early constitutions of the Grand Lodge
of New Hampshire, but itis declared in 1803 that no lodge can be holden in
that State without first having obtained a warrant or dispensation from the
Grand Master or the Grand Lodge.

““The constitutions of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, as late as 1811
Rlllve no authority, unless it is contained in the declaration, that the Grand
Viaster has all the powers and prerogatives conferred by the ancient constitu-
tions and the usages and landmarks of the craft. o _

. “Inthe Massachusetts ‘Book of Constitutions,’ published in 1792, in the
forms of constltutmg a new lodge, it is stated thaton the presentation of a
petition for a new lodige, the Grand Master ‘grants a dispensation authoriz-
Ing the brethren specified in the ,Pet_ltlon to "assemble as masons for forty
days, or until such time as a constitution can be granted by command of the
Grand Lodge, or that au_thorlt}/ be recalled.” 1t is further said that the trans-
actions arecequally valid for the time being with those of aregular constitu-
ted I??gte, provided'they are afterwards approved 'y the brethren at the time of
constitution,” . o _ _ ,

“In the _edition of the Constitutions publijshed in 1798, all allusions to
lodges U, D. are omitted, and the only method given for forming a new lodge
is by[Retltlon to the Grangd Lodge..

“The power to_issue dispenations to form new lodges was not expressly
given in ihe constitutions o theGrandLo%ge of Mainefill since 1844,

*“The constitution of the General Grand Chapter gave the power to issue
warrants up to 1829, when_the language was changed to ‘dispensations and
charters’; this continued till 1844, when their power was limited to the issue
of dispensations.”. ] ] ) ]

“ The form of dispensations authorizes upon its face the conferring of the
degrees ; hence, inasmuch as they are of recent origin, they confer ng further
powers. That it is in the power of any Grand Bady to varK their form and
give greater powers, seems questionable. We helieve that they should be em-
powered to do for the time beiQg all that a reqularly chartered body may do,
eﬁceﬁ)t such things as are necessarily incident” to constitution under a
charter.

In consequence of some remarks which we cogled in relation to a difficulty
between the Grand ChaPter of Scotland and the Grand Lodge of Mark Masters
in England, we extract from Companion Drummond’s report the following:

“ GRAND LODGE OF MARK MASTER MASONS OF ENGLAND,
“ We have already referred to this body; but as the matter will require the
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action of onr Grand Chapter at an early day, we give a fuller statement of its
origin and organization. _

“From time immemorial the Mark degree has been worked in England. At
the union of the two craft Grand Lodges in 1813 the Mark degree was ex-
cluded from the system then adopted. But it continued to be worked exten-
swek/, the lodges belnE held under immemorial constitution derived from the
old Athol York' Grand Codge. But there was no gove,rnln? body in the coun-
try. The Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter ignofed it. It wasS a necessary

Ualification to the ,Ro%al Arch in America. Much confusion naturally arose.

n effort was made in 1855 to obtain jts recognition, as a Separate degree from
the Grand Lodge of England, but it failed.

“ Thereupon' certain “brethren applied to the SuﬁremeGrand Chapter of
Scotland for charters, under the authority of which they founded Iod?es,ln
England. The “time immemorial ” lodges in England did'not approve of this,
and in June, 185G, three of them united and formed a Grand Mark Lodge for
En?Ian_d. This movement caused the warm expression of a desire for a %,en-
eral union of all the Marx Blasters in England under one head, and a meetingv
was held Blay 30, 1857, of representatives from all existing Mark Lodges in
England, wheérever they could be found. In 1858 the lodges holding under
the Supreme Grand Chiapter of Scotland gave in their adhiesion. Ten “time
immemorial”lodges and seven Scottish lodges acknowledge the supremacy of
the new Grand Lodge. ,

“ It is understood that now every lodge or body conferring the degree of
Mark Master in England holds under jts authormﬁ. It has been recognized
by the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland, which had granted their charters
to seven of its constituents. ,

“ Whether the original organization of this Grand Lodge by only three
Iodges, when there were at least five times that number in existence in Eng.
lan WasmasonlcaIIY regular, so that its exclusive authority in that country
would have been sustainéd, has now become of I:o consequence, inasmuch s
all the lodges have voluntarily given in their adhesion to jt. Wo are clearly of
opinion that it is the legitimate’ supreme masonic authority over the Mark de-
gree in England, and that all Mark Master Masons made in England under its
authorlthy, or recognized by it as reqular, are entitled to recognition as such
everywhere.

“ Some Grund Chapters have exchanged reFresentanveswnh it, but we are
not prepared to advise this Grand Chapter to do so. Recognition does not
necessarily imply exchange of representatives. This Grand Chapter recog-
nizes the Grand’Lodge of Blaine as the supreme masgnic authority over craft
masonry in this jurisdiction, and the Grand Lodges of the other States as su-
preme in the same manner in their respective aurlsdlcnons ; but an exchange
of representatives would be umversallx deemed absurd. This case is not ab-
solutely parallel, it is true, because the Grand Lodges do not recognize the
Grand ChaRters,; but the difference in grade seems to us a sufficiént reason
for not excnanging representatives. However, if, upon further consideration,
it is deemed Prop_er to exchange representatives, it may be done, there being
no necessity for finally deciding that question at the présent time.”
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Companion Drummond havi,n%been made General Grand High Priest, (and
none is warthier to receive this™high honor,? retires from the position so ably
filled b}( him for eight years ; and we confess to sorrow, for to him have we
looked for knowledge and advice. Ma¥he, however, enjoy the elevated posi-
tion to which he has been called, and it possible heal the bruises of this Gen-
eral Grand Body. , )

Companion John W. Ballou was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion Ira Berry again Grand Secretary.

MASSACHUSETTS.

The proceedings for 1871 are before us, contammlg an account of the Quar-
terla/ onvocations, and the Annual Convocation held on the 13th December,
1870. At the several Quarterly Convocations nothing of general interest
transpired, save the granting dispensations for new chapters™ The Mo-t Ex-
cellent Grand High Priest, Henry Chickering, however, in his address to the
Annual Convocation, says t

“The past.year has been one of almost uninterrupted prosperi'y throughout
our%urlsdlctlon, and we have the most abundant cause for thankfulness for
the harmony that has prevailed, and for the steady growth and progress of
our order iri every part of the State.”

And again, what is equally true of other jurisdictions as of hip own :

“ It is unquestionably true that in some localities, in years past, the chapter
has been used as a sort of stopping stone to other degrées and orders. Many,
| fear, have taken the chapter degrees for the mere purpose of complying
with the legal requirement tor advancement, while the internal requirements
and proficiency have been lost sight of; and such having never felt anY real
interest in the chapter work, ritual, and lectures, have neglected, and almost
or quite deserted our meetings | fear that in some cases, at least, this idea
of the chapterasasteppln%-stone has been too common, and that out of it
has grown a somewhat caréless execution of the chapter work and ritual; and
that the beauties and moral teachings of these sublime degrees have not been
sufficiently studied and under-tood. ™ In my visits to the chapters, | have tried
to impres$_on the minds of their members, as | would on each of yours to-
night, the importance of studyjn% these degrees till we each understand and
feél their meaning, and see their beauty and force; and then shall we impress
them upon the candidates. Work, to be impressive and effective, must be felt
by those peiforming it, and though a careful adherence to the ritual is impor-
tant, an impressive rendering of 1t is certainly no less so. The chapters are
beginning 1o feel this as they never felt it before, and have made vast improve-
mént ; but it cannot be to0 often or too deeéﬁl% impressed on all our minds,
And not only must it be felt and understoo Kthe officers, but the most
effective and Impressive work,—and in fact, any that we ought to be satisfied
with,—will be in those chapters whose members, each and “all, have studied
and comprehended its meanln]gl,and its teachings. When they do, instead of
for instance—a senseless shuffling of feet, on certain occasions, there will be
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an appropriate conversation, full of meaning to all, and conve){]i,ng to the mind
of the candidate an intelligence which will do much to” make him understand
and comprehend the ceremonies through which he is passing.”

He alludes to a custom prevailing in that jurisdiction, which does not pre-
vail here, of domg business in any degree, and recommends that it be ordered
that in the R. A degree alone 6hall business be transacted. This, however,
the Grand Chapter tefused to indorse. _

Companion Chickering was unanimously elected Most Excellent Grand High
Priest, and Companion Alfred F. Chapman was elected Grand Secretary, vice
Companion Thomas Waterman. o

Companion John W. Dadmuyu made the report on CorresRondence, reviewing
fortg-flve volumes of proceedings, among which we find those of Alabama for
1869.  Of course we come in for a good Share of notice, because of our aver-
sion heretofore to the General Grand Chapter. But as we have had our say,
wo are done, and ha\,/m? a pretty thick hide, can stand any quantity of pound-
ing. We don’t like it fo be said that what we wrote was unmasonic, but we
can't control the sentiments of others, and don't intend to tr%/ to.

We give below his views on a subject which has been writfen about a great
deal, though the other view is generally given ;

“ Without attempting a defense of Companion Corscn—for we think he is
“big enough” to take care of himself—we would respectfully ask if an appli-
cant for thé degrees in Chapter Masonry is an “ outsider”? “When this ques-
tion is properly settled, it will settle many others that have been raised in the
discussion of this subject. All candidates for the chapterdeﬁrees belong to
the brotherhood of masons, and net to the profane. They have taken ‘the
first three degrees which are the foundation, aye, the chief corner stone of all
the degrees m freemason[?/. They have claims on every master mason, which
he is bound to respect while they are in good standing in the fraternity. In a
word, this is a family matter,—we are brethren.  Now, when a brother applies
to the chapter for the degrees, he expects that ail the members will exercise
their rights under the‘secret ballot. He is balloted for, and admitted. He i
informed of that fact, and notified to aé)pear and receive the first degree. A
member of the chapter comes forward and objects. That objection”is not a
seo'et ballot, it is an open, negative ballot, and tfie obhector,sho,uld be required
to see the aEpllcant and try 1o have the ﬁrounds of the objection removed, or
make them known to the chapter, that they might judge between their breth-
ren. Masonic obligations set too lightlyon a'great many of our brethren at
the present day. We talk about * unSeafing” amember in the chapter. If a
companion cannot sit with a brother in the Chapter, how can he sit with him
in the lodge ?”

There are many other good thmgs in this report, but there are others, and
we must reserve some space for them,

After writiug the foreg0|ng, the proceedings for 1872 were placed on our
desk, and we will look into Companion Dadmun’s good face before taking a
peep at the Grand Body itself. While taking a glance from his traveling cr=
riage at Alabama, he quotes our resignation of the reportorial office, and
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greets us fraternally, na%/ warmly. But he finds us still in harness, still seek-
ing for work fit to pass the square, still bringing up for the inspection of our
companions such specimens as from their “beauty may interest us, or from
their utility may prove acceptable to the craft. "Nor'will we weary in well

0ing.

Ongthe subject of representatives appointed at and to the several Grand
Chae\tlers,_ he'says, with great pertinency: ,

“ We will say just here, that Massachusetts also chas failed to see that any
possible %ood can result from the system of representation” as ado?ted by
some of the Grand Bodies. One factis very significant, namely, that noth-
ing is ever heard from these represgntatives except that their credentials were
presented, and that the,)& were received with appropriate honors.

“ This system is unlike every other system of representation. Instead of
the Grand Chapter appointing ond of their own members to represent them
In another Grand Chapter, they appoint a reﬁresentatlve In the body where
they wish to be represented. And what does he know about the foreign body
he reRresents? 0 more, and perhaps not so much as the other menibers of
the chapter from which he has been selected, Suppose Massachusetts should
appoint Companion Corson to represent her in the Grand Chapter of New Jer-
sey—than whom a better representative could not be found outside of our
own jurisdiction—what does he know of Massachusetts more than a score of
companions in that Grand Chapter ? and what could he do for her more than
he is already bound to do as a mason, or as the chairman of the Committee on
Correspondence ? He could not be expected to go against his own chapter in
any question that might arise affecting thetWOIJUI’ISdICtIO['IS. He could do
this—"present his credentials and be received with appropriate honors,” and
then—"look wise,”” , , ,

Throughout this whole report sentiments of kindness and courtesy shine
out as the gimdes and beacans for others, and by them we know “that we
should like o cross palms with” Companign Dadmiun. ) )

At the several quarterly convocations of this Grand Chapter but little busi-
ness was transacted, and none but of purely local interest
_ There were also several special convocations for constituting and consecrat-
mg_\newchapters. , .

t one of the c}uarterl convocations a testimonial was presented to both
the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer for Ion% continued faithful service.
In each instance it consisted of a fine watch and chain.

At the annual convocation Companion Allred F. Chapman was elected Most
Excellent Grand High Priest, and Z. H. Thomas Jr., Grand Secretary.

Within this jurisdiction are 57 chapters, with a membership of 6,853,

MICHIGAN.

The Twenty-third Annual Convocation was held January 3d, 1872, Hugh Mc-
Curdy* Most™ Excellent Grand High Priest, presiding.” We give below the
openmg paragraph of his address:
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“ Officers and Companions—Coming_as, you do from the subordinate tribu-
nals and working chaPters of our jurisdiction, and knowing each throb and
pulsation of the gi,rea heart of masonry, you meet again upon the threshold
of a new convocation, to survey its progress and unite your counsels for its
future welfare. The cycle which bringS you apam in ,?eneral consultation
proclaims that another“year has been harvested o eternify : but whether the
stores garnered by you In the field of our Companionship, during its revolu-
tion, have been for Wweal or woo, is now to be considered by you as stewards of
a great and exalted chantx. In the olden theocratic governments it was wisely
talight that man’s necessities required not alone fixed periods for rest, but also
fixed times for reflection. . Animated, then bly the spirit of love and frater-
nity, and forsaking for a time the cares of dai y avocation and the comforts of
home, you come up here in a spirit fragrant with the blossoms of love and the
flowers of obedience, to give such diréction to united labors as will continue
to st,ren%then_t,he bonds and increase the usefulness of our beloved order.
Not in the spirit of the old EgyPt!an do r%lou come_up to this temple to how
down to the idols of Isis, nor yet like the haughty Roman whose love it was to
worship the sceptre of the Csesars; for you have come imbued with *Faith in
God, Hope in Immortality, and Charity fo all Mankind,” that you may legislate
for our common bratherhood, to the énd that additional strength and vitality
may be given to an institution which has accomplished for man more true
glory than was ever reflected from Egyptian altar-fires or the halo that
Sparkled from the jewels of Cagsar’s crowf. Into your hands, companion leg-
islators, Is entrusted the continued welfare of our order. We have builta
Forgeous temple whose foundation, if well quarded, must endure until *the
ast” syllable of recorded time.” Upon its %old_en altars let the ruder and
darker shades of humanity be mellowed info light, and around the pillars
which sustain the edifice Iét there be engraved, in" letters of living fire—This
our mission, and this oUr work—to refine society and cultivate man’s moral
power—to strengthen our faith in the great law of compensation, giving di-
vinity to hope and eternity to time. For these splendid results, which the
instrumentality of man has brought about, and upon which we may look with
such admiring affection, it becomes us always to lay the tribute of our fer-
vent gratitude at the foot of that throne, whose AIml(rmty occupant has nour-
ished"our weakness into strength, and rendered harmless the darts of detrac-
tion ; and let us, with these thank-offerings, send up earnest petitions to our
good Father gushlnqb warm from the heart, that His protectmg arm may
never be withdrawn, but that in His all-wise counsels it may be ordained that
ou(rj t&erllov,e}d grdershall still advance in its hallowed mission of Faith, Hope
and Charity.

And also his answer to the question—What is to be done where one has been
elected, taken one or more degrees, and is objected to ?

““ Answer—By our constitution, when a chapter elects a brother to receive
the degrees, he is entitled to all the degrees without further ballot* ~ An edict
of this Grand Chapter provides *“ that'when a candidate shall have been du!}/
elected, but before he receives a degree, if objection shall be made to his ad-



1872, APPENDIX, 67

vancement by a companion who was not present at the election, such objection
?haldl 8gerae as a rejection of the candidate, and his money shall"be re-
unded.

“ This edict treats the question how a candidate shall be disposed of after
election, and before he is made a brother,  When he crosses the threshold, and
receives one or more degrees, he has the rlgiht to sit in the lodge in which he
has received masonic. Ilgzht, whatever thal may be—he now stands as a
brother—not as a candidate. If he applies for advancement and_is refused, he
has amasonic right to know what is the cause of the confusion among the
craft, that he may have a_chance to meet the accuser face to face—meet the
accusation, and have the j,ud?mentof his peers. | must, therefore, decide
that when a companion objects verbally to a brother recelvmg the Past Mas-
ter’s Degree, being acknowledged a Most Excellent Master, or eln?_exaltedto
the Holy Royal Arch, the high priest shall request the;objector to |Iechar?es
and specifications against th brother ; and in case of his neglect or refusal so
to do, the high priest may proceed to confer the degrees.”

The Committee on Jurisprudence agree with this decision, and the Grand
Chapter adopted the following resolution, after full discussion :

“ Resolved, That whenever a candidate shall have been duly elected to take
the chapter degrees, and shall have received either the degrée of Mark Mas-
ter, Past Mastér, or Most Excellent Master, if objection be made by a com-
panion to his further advancement, it shall be the'duty of the high priest to
require the objector to file charges and specifications against the brother, and
in case he neglects or refuses to do so, the high priest'may proceed to confer
the remaining degrees upon the candidate.”

The most of the work done by the Grand Chapter seems to have been in
mak;ng,amendments to their constitution. This is not a very favorable token,
and indicates a restless spirit, which, if not rebuked, will eventuate in evil.,

There are 82 chartered chapters in this jurisdiction, with one U. D., having
an aggregate membership of 5,927, ,

We are glad to see that the lectures of the several degrees were at this con-
vocation " rehearsed” and the work “ illustrated,” and'not “ read” and “ de-
Posngd," as heretofore.  We have some hope yet for our companions “ over

~ Companion J. Eastman Johnson aagain made the report on Correspondence,
in h|sfu5%17lothor0ugh, complete and” masonic manner, noticing our proceed-
ings for 1870.

Companion Leonard H._Randall was made Most Excellent Grand High
Priest, and Companion J. Eastman Johnson continued as Grand Secretary.

MISSOURI.

An Annual Convocation of this Grand ChaPter was held on 5th October,
1870, Companion John F. Houston, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, presid-
mg, with representatives from forty-three chapters.

rom the address of the Most Excellent, we copy :
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“ On the 16th da¥ of the present month, nearly twenty-five years ago, the
representatives of Tour chartered chapters met in Masonic Hail, in the then
small city of St. Louis, and constituted the Grand Royal Arch Chapter for toe
State of ‘Missouri. ~ OQur present- venerable and much' loved Grand Treasurer
was a member of that convention, and has contributed greatly t ward mak-
ing the Grand Chapter what we claim for her t«'-da%/. Within the sacred pre-
cincts of fifty-four chartered and thirteen U D. chapters scarcely a sourd is
heard save the busy hum of harmonious labor, and, in many portjons of our
Grand Jurisdiction, zealous companions are asking for duthority to erect
‘temporary tabernacles’to serve as *coverings’ for the portion of that mighty
wave of pdpulation pressing in upon us from the eastern and northern por-
tions of our continent, who are able to prove themselves ‘lineal descendants/
in possession of the necessary information to pass the veils of the same.

Buta few years have elapsed, my companions, since our fathers made
their appearance in this beautiful vaII%y, the richest, and, by nature, the most
beautifyl on th e face of the globe. Then it was the abode of the prowllng
heast of the forest and the wild, untutored Indian. What now do we see?
The advance of science, the increase of mtelllgen e, and the spread of knowl-
edge have congregated here over three hundred and twelve thousand, souls
and thousandsaré coming who have but as ye_sterdag heard of our delightful
abode, of the peaceful homes and pleasant ‘vineyards of our adopted Judah,
beside the flow of that m!ghtg river whose watérs, fifty years ago, had only
been disturbed by the floating barge or the Indian canoe.”

And a?ain, what we_most heartily indorse, and would that the sentiment
would strike so deep into the hearts of our companions as to give a hue and
color to every action:

“ If, then, our institution was founded for the purpose of spreading the
blessm%s of morality and science, of exhibiting a stupendous fabric erécted
on the b-oad basis 0f utiversal brotherhood, unfolding its massive gates to
receive without prejudice or discrimination the worthy™of every religion, and
the good and true of every country, clime, and tongue, much*more could be
accomplished by impressing upon the mind of the recipients of the several
degrees the absolute necessity of conf,or_mlnﬁ their practice out of the chaP-
ter'to the great moral lessons taught in it, than by laboring so assiduously to
acquire the exact language of another, to be used” in imparting the ritualistic
and traditional forms of the several de%rees. If men, with all their differ-
ences of intellect, and habits of thought, and_ with all the diversity of man’s
nature, are to bo brought to a full comprehension and realization of the moral
ethics of Royal Arch Masonry, and only to that point, umformity must be in
the principlé, and the application of the prmuﬁlemust be in the spirit, and
not in the letter. A%am, when we reflect that the work and lectures of Royal
Arch Masonry are ordl, and can only be recgrded in the book of man’s mem-
oryI1 we may”well wonder and rejoice to find our lecturers succeeding so
well.

On the subjects of intemperance and profanity, two growing evils, he says :
“ There is also another subject which should claim our most earnest atten-
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fcion, and that is intemperance in the use of ardent SPITIIS and profanity. Can
nothing be done to check the one and prohibit the other? Intemperanice has
swayed the fortunes of men long enough. Its high pretensions'in sooth_m%
the sorrows and bluniing the afflictions of our race are no longer accredite
amongst men. Instead of its acting as a balm and a cordial in mitigating the
woes fnat fester the human heart, and thereby release the broken and wound-
ed spirit, it but adds to the tortures of our ‘pilgrimage on earth and leaves
the soul exposed to_ the terrors of the future iu” unmitigable despair. With
this fact kept steadily in view, and with a grateful recognition of that gor-d
Providence who smiles upon our order, Jet'us at once address ou’selves with
masonic unselfishness to'the duty of beseeching and imploring our c,omPan-
ions to cease from self-immolation ; to cease the indulgence of a practice that
will, like the blasting and blighting Sirocco of the desert, wither and parch
the most lovely and ‘exalted name that ever wore human form, and dry up the
h?hest and noblest fountain that ever gushed forth from the heart or bosom
of man.

It was ordered that no subordinate should meet during the annual session
of the Grand Chapter, and also that the use of substitutes is “allowable.” .

Companion GouIer agfam gives the report on Correspondence, reviewing
thirty-two pamphlefs of proceedings, mcl,udmcq1 ours for 1869, fie devotes
much space to the insubordination 0f Mobile Chapter No. 21, and makes very
just an dlscrlmmatm? remarks, but if he has read our report for 1871 (Flor-
|da,? he will see that the hlgih priest of the chapter nor the chapter were
uilty of an¥ offense, but only a single companion.  This last was one of the
ruly”good stones of the building, and he has now gone to present his work to
the Grand Overseer to be tried By the test of His Unerring square. May we
all live and dje no worse than he.” Companion W. H, Sadlér was no ordinary
man. Gifted with a clear understanding, imbued with an unswerving detef
mination to walk uprightly and act conscientiously, no earthly powér could
bend him from the codrse’he thought was right. = He held that he, and he
alone, was the keeper of his own conscience, and that in becoming a compan-
ion he had not placed the control of his conscience in the keeping either of a
high priest or @ Grand Chapter. By us who knew him he was elevated to the
Fresmmg position in all the bodies of masonry, and not one among all this
arge community can be found who will not agree that he was “ the noblest
work of God"™—an honest man. _ ,

The report has much that is of deep interest, but most of it has been
houc?_?d ,or& heretofore. We copy, however, from his conclusion what we
eartily indorse :
o A%w years more of energetic action upon the part of the proper author-
ities must Tesult in placing lioyal Arch Masonry, in the United States, upon
an enviable pedestal.. Wheén fréemasons learn that freemasonry is a sublime
science, to implant wise.and serious truths upon immortal minds ; that it is a
ﬁhllosophy teaching principles which bear a close a_fflnltK to the Eternal God™
ead, and"'hat each candidate is a neophyte seekln? the light which shall
guide him through the doctrinal labyrinth of the world to thé open haven of
individual action and responsibility, tjifin they will realize the solemnity of a

*
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masonic degree, and will assist in conferring it with that spirit which the oc-
casion demands.  We are glad to know and”see that_ this idea permeates the

institution to-day, and it i only necessary to implant it upon the human heart
and it will become eternal.”

MISSISSIPPI.

Next come “tidings from the South,” from which we learn that the Grand
Chapter of this State held the Twenty-fourth Annual Convocation on 18th Jan-
ua&v, 1872, Companion Charles T. Bond, Most Excellent Grand quh Prigst,
and Companion J. L. Power, Grand Secretary. Chapters represented, fifty-
[

X,
From the address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest we copy
“ Companions, it is our duty to protect Ro¥al Arch Masonry in this Grand
Jurisdiction. . Let us see that all candidates Tor our institution are in charac-
ter and standing what a man should be.  We should be very careful to admit
none among us but those who will fully appreciate the sublime teachings and
Brmuples of the institution,  Merit and qualification should be the only test.
etter that we have a small, united, true band of faithful companionis, dis-
?osed to study masonry and carry into practice its lessons of p_hllanthrow
than to have a large number qnorant of its work or lectures, orindifferent o
its teachings.  Let us sacred(}/ guard the important trust committed for a
brief period to our charge, and when our labors in these earthly chapters are
over—as they soon will be, with mam{ of us—may it be found'that our work
has heen such as to meet the approval of the Supreme High Priest above.”
From the report of the Grand Secretary we learn that the finances of the
Grand Chapter are in a very embarrassed condition. But the Grand Secretary
makes the proper recommendations. _If one has not the means of I|vmgr as
his neighbors, it is his first duty to live as his means may warrant. The

mileage andéqe.rdiem should be Scaled so as to put the Grand Chapterin a
hehaIEh C_Ofr]]tltlon, and we have no doubt our companions over the line will do
what I5 right.

We the more regret this want of fu.ds, as thereby we are deprived of the
reEort on Correspondence, by ComFamon Patton. o
ompanion H. C. Robinsori was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion J. L. Power, Grand Secretary.

MARYLAND.

Most Excellent Grand High Priest Charles H. Orr opened in ample form this
Grand Chapter on 13th November, 1871 In his address he says :

“ During the past year peace has prevailed in our borders and prosper!tx
within our'walls ; no sound of discord has arisen, and. our chaﬂters have wit

zeal and fidelity been successfully engaged in bund!?g up the walls of our
sacred Temple, the ashlars which’havé been added to ifs walls have passed the
inspection of the overseers, and been received as good and true. Peace, har-
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mon){ and prosperity prevail within our borders, and let us with grateful
hearts to Him whose“omnific fiat brought light out or darkness, steadily per-
severe in the practice of every commendable virtue.”

Within this jurisdiction are nine chartered chapters and two U. D., having
ahme{nbershlp of 1,100, which gives a very large average membership per
chapter.

Cgmpanion George L. McCahan was elected Most Excellent Grand High
Priest, and Compariion W. A. Wentz was re-elected Grand Secretary.

Companion Hermon L. Emmons Jr. submitted the report on Correspond-
ence, reviewing and making judicious extracts from the proceedings of 36
Grand Chapters, _ . ,

From these proceedings we take the following table of statistics, thanking
Companion Went? for furnishing it;
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NEW YORK.

The Seventy-fifth Convocation was held on 6th February, 1872, Most Excel-
lent Reese G. Williams, Grand High Priest, presiding, with representatives
from one hundred and seventy-five chapters.

In the High Priest’s address we find:

“During the heat of summer, however, when the chapters generally sus-
Fend work; leave of absence for six weeks was granted to the Grand LeCturer
0 visit London, England, with authority to exémplify the Capitular Degrees
before the Royal Craft of that city, and also to confer'the Most ExcellentMas-
ter’s Degree tpon R,oYaI Arch Masons who had petitioned for the same. This
was doné by the assistance of four companions from this jurisdiction, and at
the Free Masons’ Tavern. The opportunity of witnessing the exemplification
of the degrees was hlghlly aPpremated, and the companions of London ex-
pressed themselves as delighted and even surprised at the perfectness of the
work in all its detail; and the manifestation of their ﬁratltude was earnest
and heartfelt at being placed in possession of one of the most beautiful de-
grees in masonry.

And the Committee on Jurisprudence says : , ,

“ With respect to the authority given by the Grand High Priest to confer
the Most Excellent Master’s degree uPon, companions in London, the commit-
tee entertain VE[Y serious doubts, but are inclined to give the most favorable
construction to its exercise in this EartICU|al’. The “companions in London
asked for a warrant for a-Councilin London to confer that degree. The Grand
High Priest did not accede to that request; but did authorizé the Grand Lec-
turer to confer that degree upon properly qualified candidates, and to exem-
plify the capitular degrees. ,

“’Now, as.a matterof instruction merely, the Grand Lecturer did not need
such authority, if he conceived he had a rl%ht to communicate it; and the au-
thority thus given had no force or Fower eyond the limits of this jurisdic-
tion, and the'giving it did not put the companions receiving it in lawful pos-
session of the degree in question. We believe that it can. only be properly
conferred by a chapter within our limifs, upon proper application. ~But we
are confident that the officers in question intended nothing improper or un-
lawful, but only meant an act of kindness and courtesy, and above all no in-
tention or wish to invade or intrude upon the jurisdiction of our Royal Arch
companions in England; an act which would meet with the most unqualified
disapprobation of this Grand Chapter : and so believing, we pass the matter
over, hoping that an experiment so doubtful and dangerous may not be re-
peated. If our companions in England desire to posséss this degree, an ap-
plication upon the part of the Grand Body to the proper officers of the Gen-
$_ral Grand Chapter, would meet with the' most prompt and respectful atten-
ion.

The chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence receives two
Rundred and fifty dollars. ,
The Grand Secretary reports a membership of 16,812,
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_ Companion Joseph White presented the regort on Correspondence, review-
ing 36 pamphlets, and that of the General Grand Chapter. When on Louis-
iana Companion White says:

“ Companion Hornor quotes freely from the several reports, and criticises
the action of New York for adopting'the Order of High Priesthood as prelimi-
nary to installation and entering upon the duties of presiding over a cha,?ter.
He says, “ The Order of High Priesthood has no connection with Capitular
Masonry, or its legislative ‘or executive functions. It is no qualification for
the chair.” YetMost Excellent Companion Mackey says, &see Masonic Lexi-
con,) “This degree is to the office of High Priest, what that of Past Master is
to the office of Worshipful Master of a"Symbolic Lod,g%e.” Whatever may be
individual opinions, one thing is certain : that most, it not all, of the Grand
Chapters are ,adoptm19, in some form, the Hl%h Priesthood in connection with
their proceedings, The Order of High Priesthood as conferred in New York,
in former times b%/_EbenezerWadsworth, Joseph Enos, Benjamin Engs, Syl-
vester Gilbert, Achille J. Bousseau, who were among the early members of
our Grand Chapter, but who have gone to their rést, Ezra S. Barnum, yet
with us—and God long preserve him here—with a host of white-headed com-
Banlons, who could testify to the direct application of the Order of H|%h

rqlestthood, as conferred in this jurisdiction, to the duties of the head of the
chapter.

“Our resPec,ted correspondent wishes to know “whether the de?r,ee,of Past
Grand Master is conferred in Grand Lodge ?” We reply, that cerfain instruc-
tions are given a Grand Master elect in this ﬁNew Yorl§ IJ/IUTISdICtlon, by Past
Grand Masters, before he assumes the gavel as Grand Master. How is it in

Louisiana, companion?

In reference to the instruction to the Grand Masters elect, we have none
here in Alabama, other than is contained in the installation ceremony.

We cqi)y a part of Companion White’s Conclusion, because we so entirely
agree with the sentiments expressed :

“ Uniformity of ritual is still a subject of remark. What makes a man a
mason ? It would not be very difficult to_ obtain absolute uniformity in regard
to that aues,tlon. The ceremmonies are illustrations, which may be, and_are
exhibited with more or less formality without ml]ury to the vital points.  The
uniformity of laws, rules and regulations throughout the several ‘grand {UHS-
dictions, appears to Your committee to be of aSmuch if not more’ importance
to the well being of the fraternity, than a verbatim uniformity of ritual. With
this view we a Rend a resolution with regard thereto: )

“Resolved, That a committee be appointed to collate the rules, regulations,
decisions, &c., of each of the Grand Chapters of our country, and submit
them to, the General Grand Chapter at its next session for comRarlson and re-
yls,logJ |tt necessary to secure uniformity of action with each other grand
jurisdiction. , o ,

“Aman once a member of the masonic fraternity, is through life a member,
unless such membership is forfeited by a wilful neg\}s_ct of masonio duties, or
unmasonic conduct whereof he is duly convicted. With these views, we hold
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that a brother or comPanion removing from one jurisdiction to another, hav-
ing paid his dues and taken his dimitin good stariding ou%ht not when seek-
Ing admission to membership in his new Tesidence, to” be charged with adjoin-
ing fees, beyond the Grand Lodge or Grand Chapter registry fees, to preserve
his identity. He paid for his membership when'initiated, and ought not to be
cha[?eable a second time for it, We think all such charges are & violation of
equifable masonic principles; therefore, ]
“Resolved, That no adjoining fee shall be demanded of any companion when
applying. for membership, beyond the Grand Chapter registry fees; which
registry’is necessarY to trace His identity. , ,
“The returns of the several Grand Lodges in the United States and Terris
torigs, and the British Provinces in America, show an aggregate of 7,595 sub-
ordinate ]qd?es, 5411 of which made returns of membership, &c.i reportin
40,649 initiafions, 4,944 deaths, and 445245 members. About one-fourth ¢
the lodges made no returns, and allowing said lodges to be less numerous in
membership than those returned, we may yet safely add one-seventh to the
number, which would give an aggregate” of 508,851 master masons in good

standing.”
ttOVA SCOTIA.

Two eme{?ent Convocations of this Grand Chapter were held on the 4th and
11th of April, 1871 because “no motion for the repeal or alteration of any ex-
isting law, or for the introduction of a new one, shall be made, without natice
being given in a previous Grand Chapter.” This latter was a wise provision,
intended to prevent hasty.le%lslatlon in relation to the fundamental law, that
none.of these changes might be made in heat. But the very object of this
provision is defeated when"an emergent convocation is called, and seven days
after another emergent convocation considers and adopts the amendments pro-,
posed at the first. “And we confess to our inability to discover an emerge,nc¥
inthe matter. None of the amendments were of such a character as migh
not have been made in due course, although a year would intervene, without
serious detriment to the craft. _

The second Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on the 6th
of June, 1871 Most Excellent Companion S. R, Sireom, Grand King, acting
Grand High Priest. _ o .

We did not receive the proceedmgs of their first convocation, and are
greatly pleased to find these on our table.

From the address of the Grand King, we learn that the Most Excellent
Grand High Priest was absent because of disease in his eyes, for the cure of
which he Wwas then in the Unjted States. And we also learn that the Grand
Chapter is fm,anmally{ in good condition. There Is no doubt that capitular ma-
sonry will rapidly enlargé its influence under the supervising, care of a local
genéral governing body. Already do we see the formation of a new chapter.

The report on orresgondence is re(%uwed to begl,aced in the hands of the
Committee of General Purposes, and afterwards published, “if approved of.”

An effort was made to make “ ogen nominations” for officers, but this un-
usual method was overruled, and the election was “ by written ballot,” when
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Most Excellent Companion S. R. Sircom was elected Grand High Priest, and
Companion James Gosmg, Grand Secretary. .

Companion J. Conway Brown reviews thirty pamphlets of proceedings, among
which we find those of Alabama for 1870. Companion Brown ?IVGS us avery
fraternal notice, but we beg to correct a misapprehension info which he has
fallen as to our sentiments on the subject of Rresererg the work and ritual.
We do not approve of what we understood as the Illinois method, though that
certainly rendered it impossible for High Triests to make mstakes © that was
all. IAopubllsr;ed work,” “in the hands of ail the High Priests!” Otem-

ora! 0 mores!

p,We have enjoyed the reading of Companion Brown’s repowt, and vote him a
rl%ht good feflow. He, we know, will excuse us fo' copying his historical nar-
rative of the M. M. M. in the earlier Iod%es of the “ ancient province.”

We shall know him no more on earth T Afew pages faither, and we read,
“ Since the foregoing. proceedings were prepared, this Grand Chapter has met
with a loss theyfind'it difficult to realize, but which is a melancholy reality—
Companion Joseph Conway Brown IS dead.”

“ Last year we expressed the hope that the masonic records of this ancient
Province might afford s >me interesting and useful information tq the craft at
large. Thro%qhh the kindness of Companion J. D. Nash, Past_Hlﬁh Priest of
Royal Union Chapter, who has always taken a deep interest in the preserva-
tion of information in_connection with the early hlstorY of the craft in this
province, we have obtained the original minute Book of the first Mark Lodge

on this continent,

“Ugon examining these old documents, they are found to range from Novem-
ber 16th, 1784, to April 25th, 1825 and refer to the Mark degreein St. Andrew’s
Lodge No. 155 (now No. 1. R. N.S.), Artillery Lodge No; 2. (now Virgin No.
3’ff|'||NhS')' and a Lodge No. 210, whose record has passed from the memory
of all here.

“The charter to St. Andrew’s is a peculiarly interesting document, if only
from bearm? in three places the signature of Laurence Dermott. We make
no apology Tor giving it in full:

“"No. 4, Halifax. T

T. L. P. Mathew, Grand Master.
J fé{leermott, for the S. G. W., Wm. Dickey, D. G. M., L. Dermott, for the

No, 1 whom it mayconcern:
trangfer?gd,\r PO whom it may conce

Now 188. j We, the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable
No. 137 J of Free and Accepted Masons, (according to the old Constitu-
tions granted by His Royal Highness Prince Edwin, at York, Anno Domini
Nin*: hundred twenty and -ix, and in the year of Masonry, Four thousand nine
hundred twenty and six ) in ample Form assembled, viz": The Bight Worship-
ful and Honorable Thomas Matthew, of Thomas Town, in the Kmé;dom of
Ireland, Esquire, new residing in that part of Great Britain called England,
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Grand Master of Masons! _The Worshipful Mr. William Dickey, Deputy Grand
Mas'er.  The Worshipful Edmund Butler, Esg., Senior Grand Warden, and
the Worshipful Henr%/ Allen, Esg., Junjor Grand Warden, (with the approba-
tion and consent of the Warranted Lodges held within the cities and suburbs
of London and Westminster,). do hereb% authorize and impower our trusty
and well-beloved brethren, viz; Mr. John Cody, one of our Master Masons,
Mr. Thomas McLemon, his Senior Warden, and Mr. John Woodin, his Junior
Warden, to form and hold a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons aforesaid at
the signuof*re “General Amherst, in the town of Halifax and Province of
Nova Scotia, North America, upon the first Tuesday of every Kallendar
month and on all “asonable times and lawful occasions ; and in"said Lod%e
When duly congregited) to admit and make Free Masons, accordmg t the

ost Ancient and Honorable Custom of the Royal Craft in all ages and nations
throughout the known world. - And we do hereby further authorise and im-
power our said trusty and well-beloved brethren, Messrs. John Cody, Thomas
McLemon, and John Woodin (with the consent of the members of their Lodge)
to nominate, chu™e, and install their successors, to whom they shall deliver
this Warrant, and invest them with their Powers and dignities as Free Masons
& And such successors shall in like manner nominate, chuse, and install
their successors, &c., &c., &c. Such Installation to be upon (or near) every
St. Johns Da%durmg the continuance of this Lodge forever.  Providing the
ahove-named brethren and all their successors. always pay due Respect to this
Elgr{}_VtVorshlpfuI Grand Lodge, otherwise this Warranf to be of no Force,
nor Virtue.

“ *Given under our hands and the seal of cur Grand Lodge, in London,,
this twenty-sixth day of March, in_the year of our Lord, One
thousand seven hundred sixty and eight, and in the year of Ma-
sonry, Five thousand seven hundred Sixty and eight.

(Slgned) Lau. Dermott,
Grand Secretary.’

“Note,—Ihis Warrantis registered in the Grand Lodge, Vol. 6, Letter F,

“Note —The seal attached ‘consists of a Square and Compass, both p ints
Ridden, and underneath is a dagger. The whole inscribed in a circle, around
which is written, “ Grand Lodge, London.”

“Owing to the age of the charter and the quality of paper upon which it is
printed, many words are hard to decipher. Tt is°uncertain whether to read
“ at the house of General Amherst,” or “ at the S|Rn of the General Amherst,”

“It is known that most of the British officers then stationed here were ma-
sons, and that, at a subsequent period, 1. E. H. the Duke of Kent donated to
the craft amost valuable block in the heart of the city—alas ! for its present
size. Our “ ancient brethren " must have called too often to refreshment, and
thereby consumed their patrimony. These and other facts lead some, of
our bréthren to place the first reading on the words, whereas others, in view
of the Rrevalent English custom of holding lodges in taverns, are inclined to
adopt the second.
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"We now give from the original minute book the first record of the Mark
degree known to exist on thiS continent, but must first explain that Virgin
Lodge, E. E., was originally established at Halifax, on the 18th day of Febru-
ary, A. D. 1782, under a dispensation %ranted b¥ the E. W. John George Pyke,
Grand Master of Nova Scotia, under the title of Artillery Lod%,e No. 2, ori the
Eegistry of Nova Scotia, under which warrant the lodge continued working
unfil_the 22d of September, A, D. 1800, when the body, by the permission of
the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, resumed its original name of Virgin Lod’\%e.
_“Up to 1781 the records of this lodge show the”singular fact of two W. Ms,
in each year, and Brother Adam Fife was the second master in that year, and
it may be presumed that in November he was acting as such.

o _ “ ‘Halifax, 16th Novr,, 1781,

“ Upon apE“CE\tIOH to the Worshipful Brother Fife, he was pleased to open
a Master Mark Masons Lodge.

“ *Worsh. Bro. Fife, Master, formerly of 213, a Square.

Bro. Hall 8. W

J. W.of L. No. 155,
I uvsvpsrvssossssrssrssns e )
“ “The following brethren received the degrée of Master Mark Masons, and
made choise of the following marks, viz :

Wm. Matthews, of Lodge NO. 155.......ccc.rmmmmmrmmsrnnnn Mark—A Bible.

HughMcBean, 2.V (][] 70— “ —Level.

Jno. Wigton, e ‘ “ —Compass.
And. Gray, oo “ . —Keys.
Edwd. Byrn, o “ “ —5Points.
Jas. Johnston, ©o “ “  —Plumb Eul

“ These brethren having justly paid the demands for such Marks, hath
received the same with proper instructions. The business of the night being
finished, the Lodge was closed in due form.

(No signature.)

“ “Halifax, Deer. 9th, 1785.

‘A Master Mark Masons Lod%e opened at the house of Bro. Andw. Gray,
under the Artillery Warrant No. 2.

Waorship. Bro. Fife, Master.

Allen, S. W.

‘ Matthews, J. W.

“ McBean, S. D.

“ Gray, J. D.

. “ By, Tyler. -

When the following Brethren upon appllcatlon were found worthy and initia-
ted, and paid for their Marks as usual:
William Hogg, of Lodge NO. 155........emmemmssrsssssnsirnn Mark—Triangle.
Eoht. Geddes, “ ‘ “ —Urika.

Bobt. Bucan, “ ‘ “ —0blong.
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David Darling, Artillery No. 2 “ —Dove.
Eobt. Lo?an, “ —Hour Glass.
Alex. Mclntosh, < ¢t — SwOl'd forme* mark.)

“*Bro. Darling proposed by the Worshipful Master as Secretary, and unani-

mously chosen. "Lodge closed at 9 o’clock in order and harmony..
(Nosignature.)

“The descriptions of the Marks are copied verbatim, but in the original
book there is arough sketch of them. No. 432 Broome street, New York; did
not then exist in its present shape.

”‘]‘Thefollowmg shews how the degree was handed from one lodge to an-
other:

. : “ “Halifax, 14th Janry., 5786.
“ ‘Worshlg. Bro. Fife :

In behalf of the Brethren of Lodge No. 155 who recejved the Mark under
the sanction.of your Worshipful Lodge, beg leave to inform you, we have
come to a refolution of having the above dégree established urider the sanc-
tion cf our warrant. o

“ ‘] further beg you will, in order to enable us to carry our design into exe-
cution, transmit fo'us alist of the members of our Lodge who réceived the
ahove deqree ,tO(I;,ether with their Marks; your compliance will be conferring
additional obligations on us, particularly on

Your very humble servant,
, And affectionate Bro.,
(Slgned) Jno. Allen,
Nc. 155

“Hatirax, 10th February, 5786.
“ CA Master Mark Masons Lodge opened at the Pontac, under”Artillery
Warrant No. 2, (now Virgin 3, E. N.S.,) Nova Scotia.
WI. Bro. Fife in the Chair.
“ Wi%oD, S.W.
“ McBean, J. W,
* Darling, Sect)B
“ Mclntosh, S.D.
“ Gray, J. D.
“King, Tyler.
“ “The Worshipful Master read the following letter, received from Bro.
Allen, when it was unanimously resolved that their reqfuestshould be granted.
“““Bro, Mcintosh informing’ the Body that he was formerly a Mark Mason,
but had forgot the Landmarks, and that upon recollection found the Sword to
be his former Mark, and that the Lodge would indulge him to keep the same,
which was unanimously agreed to. ,
“ *Business being over, the Lodge was closed in'Love and Harmony, at
seven o’clock. _
(No signature.)
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_ “ “Hatifax, 10th Febry., 5786,
“ “‘Worshipl, Brethren:

| haye laid your letter to me, dated the 14th Janry., 5786, before the Mark
Lodge, held under sanction of Warrant No. 2, Begistry of Nova Scotia, and we
have considered your request respecting those Brethren that belon?s to your
Body that are mémbers of our Mark Lodge. | have the pleasure o inform
you, that it was unanimously resolved, that your request be granted. ,

“ accordm?Iy transmit’you a list of your members, together with their
marks, hereby fransferred from our Warrant to yours.

Bro. Wilbam HOQG...oevvrvrsrvmsrmssmmsmmsssssssssssssssrsssrssenns Mark—TrianIe.
“ 0 WIllIBM HOGQ v “ —ABible.
©KODE GRAUBS ..o “ —Urica.
“ Bobt. Bucan “ —0blong Square.

Worshipful Brother,

| remain,
, Your most obedient, humble servant,
(Signed) Adaai Fife.

" 1Hatitax, 2L Feby., 5786.
“*A Master Mark Masons Lodge opened in due form at the Pontac.
Worshfl. Bro. Fife in the Chair.
“ McBean, S. W.

“ W|(110n, J.W.
“ Darling, Secty.

“ Mclntosh, S.D.

“ Gray, J. D.

_ ! Kln?, Tyler. .
When the foIIownlw, K/{)on aRpllca lon, were hallotted, found worthy, received
M. wit

the degree of M. " roper instructions, and paid for their Marks as
usual, their choise of which are as follows, viz:

Worshpl. Bro. Duncan Clarke .o Mark—Urica.
Charles Goddes. “— adder.
Wm. Millett........ “

Sun.
Geo. Thomas .. “"—Hand in Hand.
BObt, WESIEM .o sy cessisesisssssnnn “ —Hammer.

IN0. TYSON . ovrvvrvrsrrssrmssrmssssssssssssssssssnnes “ —Triangle.

UéJon a request of W, Bro. Clarke, in behalf of the Brethren of Lodge
No. 210, who received their Marks under Artillery Warrant No. 2, that théir
Marks, &c., should be transferred from this Warrant to their own, was unani-
mously Esolved, that the said request shou|d be granted and that the Master
should transmit the same upon written application.

“ “The business, of the night beina over, the Lodge was closed in Love,
Harmony and due form, at nine o’clock.’

“What were the “ just demands”is as yet a mystery, as no cash account
appears.
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“ As yet we can find no trace of the first Records of Royal Union Chapter,
but erelong may do so.”

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

The Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was opened in am?leform
b¥ Companion John A. Harris, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, on the 16th
of May, 1871, with representatives from 13 chapters.  ~

We find in the address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest:

“Companions of the Grand Chapter : In addressing you at this your fifty-
third Annyal Convocation, it gives me %I,ea,sur_e to saythat the utmost hat-
mon%/ continues to prevail throughout this jurisdiction.  No notes of discord
are heard. No words of complaint have reached me durmg, the year.

* So carefully were the foundations of the Royal Arch Bodies of New Hamp-
shire laid at their OI'I(T]In, s cautious and discreet has been the course of the
several chapters, tha durmgi the Ion%, period of sixty-four P/ears,the time
which has elapsed since chapters were Tirst organized i this State, dissensions
have been unknown, ) )

“ We have cause for gratitude to the Supreme Ruler that this Grand Chapter
has been able tp presérve, amid the vicissitudes of time, an unbroken exist-
ence for more than half a centur%; that so many illustrious masons, distin-
guished for their knowledge of the RO)AaI Art, and for their practice of the
%urde and sublime teachings of masonry, have been connected with this Grand

ody.

The report on_ Correspondence is from the pen of Companion Joseph W.
Eellows, who reviews the proceedings of thirty-eight Grand Chapters, includ-
ing those from Alabama for 1870. These receive & very kind notice.

We have nothing in the proceedings which %IVGS the'slightest clue to ascer-
taining the condition of the craft, neither the number of chapters being
given, nor the membership, exaltations, &c.

Officers re-elected.

NORTH CAROLINA.

The Twent){-fourth Convocation was held on 3d June, 1872, Companion John
Nichols, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and Companion Thomas B. Carr,
Grand Secretary. o .

In his address the Most Excellent Grand High Priest says, very beautifully :

“If the uninitiated ask why we thus assemble, or question us in regard to
what copstitutes masonry, we can answer in the language of a dlstlnFmshed
companion of our State : cMasonry avoids strife and controversy. [T there
are neighborhood disputes, she is neutral; in the arena of politics, she is of
no party ; in theology, she is of no sect; in war, she ?oesnot to battle, ex-
cept asan angel of mercy ; when reviled, she reviles no again; she invites no
one into her councils, and turns none away who comes of his own free will
and ac6cord, and is worthy; she has nothing to ask as a favor and nothing to
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fear as a harm—a blameless life of centuries is her safety, ancl the mountains
are not higher nor the seabroader than her fame.””

He urges the repeal of the resolution severing connection with the General
Grand Chapter ; deplores the lukewarmm ss of many chapters, and wishes
someplan evised for inducing more general attendarice on Grand Chapters.

He then talks well of our duty as masons—the great business of masonry—
that of subduing our passions ‘and learning charity—not alone that charity
which relieves the dis ressed—which turnsa listening ear to the moan of the
widow and the cry of the orphan—but that charity Wwhich causes us to look
with pity and even kirdness on an erring brothei—which leads us to reflect
that we are all imperfect: that we all have our foibles and frailties—that char-
ity which shows us some good in every human character—a charity which
w uld prompt us to withhold condemnation of a brother until we have ep-

uired'into all the facts, and learned the motives, and if we then find him in
t evvt[ong to “ whisper good counsel”in his ear, and endeavor to aid a ref-
ormation.

An evilword, ora word of harsh condemnation, often alienates masons and
?_estro) s that cordiality which should ever exist among brethren of the mystic

Ie,

“ The gavel in the instrument used by operative masons to break offthe
corners of rough stones, the better to fit them for the builder’s use. It s to
us an emblem ‘of enlightened reason ‘which curbs ambition, depresses env%/,
moderates anger and éncourages good dispositions,” "What profit will it be to
us if we listen to this great Iésson of ‘divesting the heart and conscience of
the vices and superfluities of life, and thus fitting our minds as living stones
for the spiritual. temPIe,’ and do not apply the”lesson to our own hearts ?
What profit will it be to us if we hear the [esson of the plumb, admonishing
us to walk uprightly, and we leed it not? What Proflt will it be to us, if we
attend the lodge or'chapter regularly, pay particular attention to the confer-
“ngtofothe degrees, and never apply the lessons there taught to our own

garts ?

“Has it ever occurred to you, companions, that if the Grand Overseer
should call for our blocks to bé tried by his unerrm,? square, how rough they
would appear ? How unfit for the Temple ? How little squared, how much of

«the djrt <f the quarrg—env?/, discord, malice, and hypacrisy, would be found
cklr}ﬁln%t%dthemq, and how these things would mar t e symmetry and beauty
of the building 7

“ We miy hgear the lessons of masonry for a life-time, but if we do not re-
duce the theories to [x()ractlce_ they will'avail us nothing. ~ Practice Is every-
thing. ‘Wema){ talk of religion; its doctrines, its precepts and ifs privi-
leges ; we may talk of philos phy, with all its train of human perfections and
human acquirements; we may become masons, boast of its secrecy, its
science and its morals ; put on”all ils gaudy trappings. and oraments, and
decorate ourselves with its richest external jewels, but if our religion is des-
titute of love to God and of charity towards our fellow-creatures, If our phi-
losophy is_destitute of philanthropy, or. if our masonry s destitute of the
activity of doing good—away with' Teligious profession, it is but an empty
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Marme; away with philosophical sentiment, it is but as sounding brass ; away
with masonic pretensions, they are as tinkling cymbals.””
ChTh? Grand Chapter re-established its connection with .the General Grand

apter. o

It also declares that, although it is desirable that every Roy{al Arch mason
shall also be an affiliated master mason, yet it is not necessary that he shall be
such, and thinks that all efforts tending to compulsory membership “will
strike a blow that majr be more disastrous to our order than anything that
has yet befallen it.”

Na report on Correspondence.

Officers re-elected.

NEBRASKA.

The Fifth Annual Convocation was held on 20th June, 1871, Companion E.
A. Allen, Most Excellent Grand High Priest. ) , ]

We give below the ruling of the M.\ E.\ on a point of masonic law, and his
reasons in full:

“ ‘A master mason inthis&urisdiction applies for the degrees in Keystone
Chapter, and is ref|ected, afterward he_removed out of our’jurisdiction, and
sen st_hls petition for our recommendation to Chapter for the deg!ees.

uestion

“ “Lst. Will this petition for recommendation have to lay over the usual
thlrt%daKAs, 0r may we Pass upon it instanter ? o ,

i ff‘o d. Must the ballot be by a three-fourths vote, or entirely in the affirma-
ive'?

““In the absence of a by-law, or legis’ation by the Grand Chapter of this
State, | am at aloss to _know what to do in the’premises. ~ Your answer will
be anxmule looked for by our chapter.’

" “ Tpe following were ‘my decisions thereupon and some of the reasons
erefor;

“1st. The petition must lie over the usual thirty days, or one lunar

month.
h'“ 2d. The ballot must be unanimous in his favor in order to recommend
im.

“ The petition should lie over from one stated meetinq to another to give
such as had previously voted to regectthe applicant, as well as all other mem-
bers, due notice, and an opporfunity to be present when action is taken.

thereon.

“ The ballot should be unanimous, else you might be Flaced in the peculiar
Bosmon of having rejected a candidate as unfit to be on? to your chapter,
utlrecommend|ng him as good enough for the chapter fo which he is now
applying.
PR ¥hegse are questions of importance, and worthy of your consideration. |
therefore recommend that, when fully advised in the é)remlses, you adopt
such a,re?ulatwn in connection therewith as in yourgu gment may be most
expedient and requisite to govern like cases in the future, should any arise.”
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Which was sustained by the report of Committee on Jurisprudence, and
ratified bﬁ' resolution of the Grand ,ChaPter._ , .
~Prom the table of returns we derive the information that there are in this
jurisdiction six chapters, with a_total membership of 359.

There is a very hasty yet creditable report, without a name, from the Com-
mitteo on CorreSpondence, courteously reviewing Alabama for 1870.

Companion E. A Allen was re-elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion R. W. Purnas, Grand Secretary.

We now turn to the proceedings of the Eifty-Fifth Annual Convocation of
OHIO,

Which was held on 26th September, 1871, Most Excellent Charles C. Keifer,
Grand High Prigst. , ) , ,

The Grand High Priest delivered an interesting lecture on th%dutles of ma-
sons, and the uncertainty of life, paying glowing tributes to the memory of
three of the past and present Grand officers.

The Grand Chapter of Ohio thinks that one who has lost an arm or a leg
mhay Pro?ﬁrl be made a Royal Arch mason, provided the companions of any
chapter think so.

rgggpﬁggiocnel Kelly O'Neal read the Correspondence report, giving Alabama
pC%mmentm on the position of the M.\ E.". of Connecticut that he had
been “led tofear that the black ball is made use of from personal motives,”
he says that bad the black ball been more freely used there in Connecticut,
the same address would not have contained “ utferances” “ on the subject of
profanity and intemperance.”

The whole report is judiciously and frankly made.
Officers re-elected.

OREGON.

This Grand Chapter was convened on the 16th of June, 1871, We had to
look on the baok lor the year, the Igr_oceedlng bearing no date.  Most Excel-
lent James K. Bayley, Grand High Priest, who in his address says :

“| congratulate you upon the favorable circumstances under which we as-
semble, Continued CF_rospenty has attended us, and so far as | am advised,
?e%%l%”’]’gle note of discord has been heard among the workers in our mystic

We repeat of this address what we said of an address, of the same M.\ E ,\
Companion in our report in 1870, “ that the Grand High Priest's address is
wonderfully short.” * The wonder was that he had not " followed.in the foot-
steps of illustrious predecessors” and spun it out as Ionﬁ as possible, but we
much prefer the mudum inpareo, and so, we think, do all reporters.

The Correspondence report is by Companion T. McF. Patton, and a very
readable one 1t is, too. We ra,ther like the way he hints it'’s a  git-out-of-me-



1872 APPENDIX. 85

hoose-or-1ll-kick-ye” style. He ought not to blame, us for what the types. do,
the more particularly in re%ard to names. If he will look at the proceedings
of Oglo, h_? will there see that we could hardly recognize our name without
sounding it.

On ArEansas, he says ;

“The candidates were tendered by Companign English, H. P. of Union
Chapter No. 2, and the work performed by the officers 0f that chapter, at the
_re%u,est, of Grand Chapter. "We admire the pluck shown by our companions
in hISJUIISdICtIOﬂ on this question.  While some condemn and censure them
for so doing, they continue to pursue the even tenor of their way, asif no
objections whatever were made. Perseverance will tell.”

Too fast, Companion Patton, for the other time the brethren had not bheen
elected by any chapter, but were taken by Grand Chapter and made without
having been subjected to the constitutional tests as to fitness. Here the case
is very different—quite au regie.

Welike this:

“We don't go much on titles, but it seems to us that, ‘Brother Lieutenant-
Colonel Chamberlain’is overhonored with them in this instance. Fenian raids
and Royal Arch masonry, like oil and water, dont mix well; would greatly
prefer fotake ours in separate doses.”

This is a most excellent report, characterized by good judgment, not un-
mingled with humor. It needs no apology, but, a5 hie makes one, we give it
to the craft: . .

“ Companions, our task is now complete. We accepted the duty imposed
with many misgivings as to our fitness for the position, and our ability to pre-
pare areport with any degree of satisfaction to ourselves, much less to our
comFamons whom we' represent _

“ It is a new business to us ; not being professional reporters, doctors, law-
Ye,rs or editors.  We havert])erformedt e labor without experience, and we
hink by the time we read the reviews of our several correspondents on this
report, 'we will Lave amore comprehensive view of the situation. If we get
elected by the *Mutual Admirationistswe do not expect to make the riffle
with the gase and elegance which characterized the admission of Companion
Isaacs, of Virginia—we expect not only a black eye, but a bruised head ; and
in anticipation’ of this have secured the professional services of Companion
Corson as chief of our medical staff, who, with his tonics, plasters, and
poetry, wi'l soon restore us to health and happiness.

Fraternally submitted, T. McF. PATTON.

For Committee.
PENNSYLVANIA.

Atthe Quarterly “ Communication” of February 2d, 1871, we find that the
Committee on Appeals recommended a resolution, which was adopted, which
lays down what we believe is received in this jurisdiction as law—that objec-
tion made by any member of the chapter after ballot, and before the candi-
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datedl,ldastbeen advanced, shall be esteemed and received as a “ejection of the
candidate.

, At that of Au&ust 3d, 1871, there was adopted, in response to the invitation
of the General Grand Chapter to unite with'it, the following :

“Wnereas, The Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania has received from the
General Grand Chapter of the United States a request to send delegates to
the Trignnial Convocation, to be held in Baltimore, in September next, as a
Committee of Conference’ to arrange terms of union, if practicable, with the
General Grand_Chapter ; and .

“Whereas, This Grand ChaPter cannot see the a_dvanta(ies to be derived
Lrom any such union, but, on the contrary, many disadvantages ; therefore,

e it
“ Resolved, That the Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania most
fraternally declines to send such delegates as are requested.”

At the quarterly “ communication” of November 2,1871, Companion Charles

E. Meyer was elected Most Excellent Grand ngh Priest, and Companion John
Thomson, Grand Secretary. There was also adopted a resolution confirming

the sentence of expulsion 0 f---m------- by a subordinate, which is ,certamlg
dealing very mildly with M r --e-eeeeev , and leaves us at a distance liable to be
|m£05ed upon by -weeeeeeee- . o

t this “ communication.” also, there was adopted a revised “ Constitution,

Rules and Regulations.” And at these several quarterly * communications
warrants for new chapters were granted.

The annual “ communication "was held on the 27th of December, 1871, Most
Excellent Companion Michael Nisbit Grand, quh Priest, who rendered an ac-
count of his stewardship before laying aside the mitre. Afterwards he in-
stalled the officers elected previously, when the new. Grand High Priest deliv-
ered an address to the companions.” In this he_gives the result of a corres-
pondence with. Companion W. J Hughan, of Truro, Cornwall, En?Iand,,an
Untiring investigator of masonic history, which we take the liberty of copying
in full.” This was Breceded by a short history of the Chapter in Pennsylvania,
which we also lay before our readers for their information :

“The early history of Royal Arch Masonry in Pennsylvania is no doubt inti-
mately connécted with a chapter or chapters worked bK officers of the British
army, stationed in Philadelphia, about the middle of the last century. 1t will
be found by reference to the re%rmt of the proceedings ot the Gran ChaFter,
that Lodge No. 3 claims the honor of having, as far as known, the oldest
records ot the Royal Arch degree in this country, its records datm% as far
back as 1767. In 1795 the great innovator, Thomas Smith Webb, and a few
others from the New England States, made strenuous efforts to form a Grand
Chapter in Pennsylvanid; owing, however, to the influence of many members
of the Grand Lodge, they werenot successful, and the very object” they tried
to accomplish was carried out by the Royal Arch Masons of Pennsylvania in
forming a Grand Chapter, subordinate, however, to the Grand Lodge.

“ A few years after this, in 1797, a Grang Chapter of the Northern States of
America was formed by Webb and his coadjutors. The present General Grand
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Chapter of the Uuited States was not_formed until 1806, at which time, if we
‘gg?lergjoéemrleséaken, they first claimed jurisdiction over the Past Master’s so-

“In 18%0, the members of the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania endeavored
to make the Grand Chapter an mdefgendent body, not subordinate to or under
any contro] of the Grand Lodge. This_ movement was strenuously opposed
by many distinguished masons, led by Brother Josiah Randall, more_particu-
[arly ori account of the intended incorporation of the degree of Most Excellent
Master. Tothe Mark Master’s degree there appears to have been not so much
objection, as Brother Randall and “others had previously received it, but how
or'where we have not been able to learn.

“ After a series of motions, pro and con, on the 17th day of December, 1824,
the Grand Chapter became independent, and from that time Royal Arch ma:
sonry has prospered in this jurisdiction. . ,

“ At the November Grand Communication, the Grand Chapter unanimously
recognized the Grand Mark Lod?e of England. and Wales as a legitimate
Grand Body, and it gives me great pleasuré at tin's time to extend a hearty
welcme and to express the wishes of this Grand Chapter for its future pros-
perity. The Grand Mark Lodge of England and Wales was established in
June, 1856, and now numbers over one hundred and thirty lodges. It is pros-
Berous and harmonious, and, when the question of jurisdiction is settled

etween it and the Grand Chapter of Scotland, will incréase wonderfully.

“Dering the Ra,st year, in order that | might be able to lay before the’Grand
Chapter as much information as possible on'the subject of Capitular Masonry
in Great Britain and Ireland, | entered into correspondence with that distin-
%mshed masonic historian, Companion. William James Hughan, of Truro,
Corwall, England, who has kindly furnished me with answeérs to the follow-
ing questions, together with a short history of the Mark degree in the coun-
tries above named:

“ ‘mark master mason.

Ques. Is the Mark degree, as worked in England, the Mark Man or the Mark
Master Mason ? )
_‘Ans. The Mark Man and Mark Master are both worked in general: the
first a"{_)reparatory to the latter, hut, %nerally speaking, only{ the Mark Mas-
ter’s, The “Ark,” “ Mark and Link or Wrestle,” are now obsolete. The Mark
Man or Mason was given to FeUow Crafts on January 7,1778, at Banff, Scotland;
but the Mark Mastér at the same time was at the same meeting restricted to
Master Masons,  This is important, as the latter has been restricted to master
masons in Englad, Ireland, and Scotland.

‘Ques._Is it Tecognized by the Grand Lodgé or Grand Cha%ter of England ?

‘Ans. The Mark s not recoqnlzed by the Grand Lodge or Grand Chapter of
England. [t is, however, by the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter o Scot-
land,* and by the Grand Chapter of Ireland. ~ The Mark in England is under

“*The Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Scotland says: ‘Al lodges
holding of the Grand Lodge of Scotland arg strictly prohibited and discharged
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a separate jurisdiction, called the Grand Lodge of Mark Masters, numbering
over one hundred lodges, established in June, 1856. 1t is prosperous. A few
lodges are g{rantedfor England by the Grand Chapter of Scotland, pro tempore.
Theé Grand Lodge of Mark Masters is recognized by the Grand Chapter of Ire-
land and the Grand Chapter of Canada. ,

‘?ues. What are the requirements of an applicant? Must he be a Fellow
Craft or Master Mason, and must he “ pass the chair,” or be an “ installed
Master” before applying?. .

t(Ans. The requirement is simply to be a master mason; no matter how short
atime.

‘Ques. How many candidates can be Marked at one and the same time, or is
there no limit as to number? )

‘Ans. An% number can be advanced at one time.

‘Ques. Wno are its officers? , ,

‘Arts. Ihe officers are, Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior Wardens, three
Qverseers, Treasurer Cha lain, Secretary, two Deacons, Director of Ceremo-
nies, Assistant Director of Ceremonies, Re Istrar of Marks, Inner Guard or
Time KeeBer, Stewards, and Tyler. The Worshipful Master and Wardens
with the Overseers, are members officially of Provincial Grand Lodge and
Grand Lodge. The Worshipful Master must have been Warshipful Master of
a craft lodge (actually), and been a warden of a Mark lodge for twelve months.

‘Ques. Is the Mark degree as worked in England the same as that worked in
Ireland and Scotland ? = . .

‘Ans. The Mark de%ree is virtually the same in the three countries.

‘Ques. Are lodges ot Mark Master's separately constituted and consecrated,
and what degree’is it numerically ? .

‘Ans. Mark lodges are Eenerally consecrated or constituted. No reqular
ceremony is generally worked, and none is authorized. Numerically, in Scot-
land, it is the fourth deqree, and so in Ireland. In England there iS no actual
numeration whatever. 1t is, however, considered to be numerically as inter-
mediate to third degree and Royal Arch.

‘PAST MASTEB.

‘Qpés. Is the “ Past Master,” or ceremonial of “ Passing to_the Chair,” or
I“ |ras7talled Master,” recognized by the Grand Lodge or Grand Chapter of Eng-
and?

‘Ans. In England, the Past Master means one who has served twelve months
as worshipful master of a lodge, (actually). No honorary degree is allowed
at all for such rank, and it isunder Grand Lodge only, although'it is not termed
a separate degree. In Scotland, it is the fifth in rank undér Grand Chapter,
i;mdt |s(p,retﬁa)ratory to the Arch, as is also the Mark, (fourth,) and Most Excel-
ent. (sixth.

from hoIdingCan¥ other meetinﬂﬂthan those of the three Orders, viz, Appren-
tice, Fehow Craft, and Master Mason, denominated c¢St. John’s Masonry,’the
tI\/Iark forming part of the second degree, though only to be conferred on mas-
gr masons.
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‘Brother Laurence Dermott, Grand Secretary of the *‘Ancients,” (and sub-
sequently Deputy Grand Master,) was installed Master of No. 26, Dublin, Ire-
land, 24th of Jurie, 1746. The Constitution of the Grand Lodge of England,
1723, speaks of the installation of the Master as “ certain significant céremo-
nies and ancient usages.” The ceremony, however, was observed in the pres-
ence of even the Apprentices. , )

‘Dr. Dassigny, of A. D. 1744, mentions brethren as “having passed the
mar” | think the Installed Master was originated about 1738 when the
Boyal Arch was instituted, and by the “Ancienfs.”

‘I notice in an edition of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of England,
A. D. 1738, the forty-seventh problem of Euclid is inserted, without note or
comment, at the end of the work.

‘
most excellent master mason.

‘%ues. Have you such a degree? If so, where and by what and whose
aut orlta/ is it conferred ? |f conferred, is it recognized by the Grand Lodge
or Grand Chapter? Have they such a degree in Iréland and Scotland ?

‘Ans. Worked in England in connection with the Mark Grand Lodge. In
Scotland, sixth degree, as above mentioned,

‘royal arch mason.

‘Ques. Under what and whose_authority is the Royal Arch conferred?

‘Ans. By Grand Chapters in England, r_ecog;nlzed by Grand Lodge; in Scot-
land, not recognized be/ Grand Lodge; in Treland, "virtually recognized b
Grand Lodge. " In Scotland, Grand Lodge only recognizes the three craft de-
grees and the Mark. o o

‘Ques. s the Grand Chapter a separate organization, (that is, independent,)
and are subordinate chapters distinct organizations, and do they work under
chapter warrants ? o

¢Ans. Grand Chapters are separate organizations,

‘Ques. What are the qualifications of Candidates for the degree ? ,

‘Ans. In England, twelve months a master mason, unless by dispensation.
Any number, éven one, may be exalted the same evening. We never have or
havethad any rule requiring three candidates, proxy ‘or otherwise, in this
country.

‘Que%. Who are its officers? o , o

‘Ans. (Z.,) Zerubbabel or First Principal, (H.,) HagsqallorSecond Principal,
(0.,) Jeshua or Third Principal, Chaplain, Treasurer, Scribe E., (Ezra,) Scribe
N, (Nehemiah,) Principal Sojourner, Assistant Senior and Junior Sojourners,*

“ * The three Sojourners are mentioned in the Constitution of Royal Arch,
t1h?78“a/_r{d 1'782t' and'so in all since under the “ Moderns,” so called, but really
e “Ancients.
.. “From Lawsfor Society of Boyal Arch Masons, 1778 and 1782, (London,)
Modernsf | have made the annexed extracts :
“ 1. “That, according to ancient custom, acomplete Chapter of the Supreme
Degree of Masonry consists of three Principals, who, when in chapter assem-
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Director of Ceremonies, Sword Bearer. Stewards, Banner Bearer, and Janitor.
Al are elected by members but Assistant Sojourners, who are chosen by the
Principal Sojourner. The three Principals must be actual past masters of
craft lodges, and ihey must be taken seriatim annually.

‘Ques. "Have you stich a degree or order as High Priesthood?
_‘Ans. High Priesthood not recognized. Se?arate ceremonials, however, at
installation”of each of the Principals, and at opening only Past or Present
Principals are present, ,

‘Ques. To whom are your chapters dedicated?

'Ans. Dedication mainly as craft dedication. ,

‘Ques. Does suspension”or expulsion in blue or craft lodges work suspension
or expulsion in the chapter ?

‘Ans. Yes, in England and Irejand.

'(%ues. Is there any difference in ihe work of England from that of Ireland,
Scotland, and the United States? and have any changes been made within a

ears ?

%s. None of much importance, excepting in Ireland, where the officers are
more after the American style. No change made of late Years. ,

'%ues. Is the degree as worked now Iin England that of the Ancients or
Moderns—Anderson or Dermott ?

‘Ans. A union of both iD 1817.

‘Ques. Do Xou use the words “ Holy Royal Arch 7’ , ,

‘Ans. “Holy Royal Arch” never accurs in our Regulations, and is never
used by Grand Chapter. The degree is often so called’in our chapters, and sp-
designated in our summons, The term arose with the Ancients, b tin their
constitution for 1756 it is called “ Royal Arch.” In 1807 it is styled the “ Holy
Royal Arch " by the same body. , o
_ 'éues. Haveyou a separate installation ceremony for each of the Principals
int ech\%})ter. and who are present at the installation ? o ,

‘Ans. We have a separate Installation ceremony for all the Principals, viz
Zerubbabel, Haggai, and Joshua-, 1t is rather an elaborate affair. In England
and Scotland you, must serve_as Jeshua hefore Haggai, and Haggai before
Zerubbabel; and in England either Principal must be'a past master before in-
stallation, unless by dispensation. None but possessors of the Principal’s
degree to be installéd can witness the ceremony.

£i}ues. What s the Royal Ark ariner’s degree ? _

‘Ans. The Royal Ark Mariner’s degree is aside degree. 1t is worked under
the Grand Cha#ter of Scotland, and given only to Royal Arch Masons. It has
be nworked off and on for acentury. In Eng'and it'is given to Mark Masons,
and has a governing body. Excepting as a curiosity, it is useless.””

bled, are to be considered conjointly as the Master and_each severally as a
Master: two Scribes, three Sojournérs, (the edition of 1778 has f>r Scribes
three Sojourners,) and seventy-two others, as council ; and that no reqular
chapier of this exalted degree can consist of mwe ; but that any number may
be exalted and received as companions, though not to hold the staff of office
or be considered as councillors when more than that number are present.’

few
‘A
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And we give his opinion of parliamentary rules in Grand Bodies. We do
this, because Companion_Hazlerigg, of Indiana, thinks all of these rules are
applicable to our legislative Grand Body, which we noticed last year, and be-
cause the sixth rule’for the requlation of our Grand Chapter allows, nay pro-
vides, for the motion to “lay on the table

“ Within a few years a custom has 8rown up in subordjnate chapters and
Mark lodges, and”even in the Grand Chapter, of introducing what Is termed
<parliaméntary usage ' in the government of the chapter. . Stich motions s to
“lay upon the table,” “ indefinitely postpone,” * the previous question,&c.,
when offered for the sole purpose of stopping debate and lulling the subject
matter under consideration, are, most undoubtedly, unmasonic; and should
not he tolerated, o o ,

“ The high priest has discretionary %owers vested in him to decide when the
debate is to eease and the question to be taken. He is bound to govern his
chapter with justice, equity, and prudence allpwmg the youngest member the
fullest privilege of the oldest, ever remembering that the peace and harmony
of the chapter has been confided to hi? hands, No question should be taken
until the fullest and freest debate has been allowed.”

The report on Correspondence is by Companion Griscom, from whom we
have heard so aqreeably before. We know he will excuse us if we on(ljy thank
him for his courteous mention of our %roceedm,gs, as.we have already occu-
?ledmuc,h space In extracts from the Grand High Priest’s address ona mat-
er so universally interesting and instructive. We have not been more agree-
ably entertained by the perusal of any of the proceedings, and even with the
fear of being esteemed prolix, we will give the letter of Companion Hughan.
Those who may read this report, and we fear they will be few, will thank us

forit:
APPENDIX “ A
Capitular Freemasonry in Great Britain and Ireland.
BY COMPANION WILLIAM JAMES HUGHAN.

“In response to the invitation of my esteemed friend, M. E. Companion C.
E. Meyer, | will endeavor, as time permits, to afford the companions in Penn-
sylvania a glimpse of British Capitular Freemasonrz/.

“ To commence the series according to custom, the Mark degree should of
couqulflrst receive notice. _ ,

“In Treland Mark masonry is comparatively quiet at present.

“ Chapters are not compelled to ﬁlve the dégree as preparatory to the Royal
Arch, and although_ it is under tfie jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter, hut
little attention is paid to its peculiar and impressive ceremonies, a distinctive
mark mag,(not must) be adopted, and separate certificates are issued, if re-
quired. Six mark masters are required to be Present at the opening, who
must be duly qualified to fill the offices of master, wardens and overseers.

Members are accepted as mark masters under that constitution without any
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intention of being exalted, just as with brethren who join the mark lodges in
Philadelphia and In England, &c.—being, of course, master masons.

“ Some of the foregoing remarks having been made by me, and questioned,
| submitted the poinfs in dispute to the Assistant Grand_Secretary to the
Grand Lodge of Ireland, ana that most obliging companion confirmed my
statements in full.  In a letter dated 1 July, I871, he observes : *Itis quite
optional with brethren taking the Royal Arch to take the Mark degree, I. e
as far as Grand Chapter is concerned; but very many chapters, by their by-
laws, make it a prerequisite. Hence it is clear'that, in Ireland

“(a) The mark degree is not a_prerequisite for Royal Arch masonry, ac-
cording to the laws of the Grand Chapter.

“(b)" That some chapters do not work the degree.

“(c) That lodges work under the chapter warrants. )
d)_ That mark masonry has not the prominence as in other countries.

“

n'Scotland the mark degree is in a unique position. The Grand Lod_t‘;e
reco?,nlzes it, and so does the Grand Chapter. ~ Any craft lodge, under its
constitution, has a right to work the degree, in Scotland, as a craft lodge, and
many exercise that privilege ; and, in fact, all can. It is considered by some
authorities to belong to the second degree, but ng evidence in su‘Jport of this
position has been adduced. The earliest minute known which alludes to the
degree is dated A. D 1778, of which we have a copy, and unequivocally con-
nects the mark master’s degree with the master mason.

“The'mark’is a prerequisite for Royal Arch masonry under the Grangd
Chapter, and candidates for exaltation Who have been ‘advanced’in a craft
lodge, are accepted as members of thefourth de(T;ree. _

“The Grand ChaPter has granted warrants to form mark lodges in England
from A. 1). 1856, but never many at any fime have been working. Some of
these, however, have been mosf succedsful, partlcularlr one now working at
Manchester.  Some brethren, like the writer, belong fo both jurisdictions,
and hope soon to see all undue rivalry atan end. “The warrants contain a
proviso that in the event of any gaverning body being re_cognl,zed for the de-

ree in England, they should ipso facto bé canceled. "It is believed by many

at the time has come for these warrants to be recalled, as a propefly con-
stituted governing body exists in England for the present time, with” more
than one"handred mark lodges on its roll and some thousands of members.

“ Unfortunately one of the lodges that took part in the formation of the
Grand Lo%qe of "Mark Masters “(only one out of several) for England and
Wales, A. D. 1856, viz, the ‘Bon Accord Mark Lod?e,’held in London mettéy
virtue of a_warrant from the Bon Accord Chapter, in Aberdeen, Scotland,
which was illegally granted. _

Chapters, at'that'time, had power to_issue warrants to work the mark de-

ree in Scotland, but not in England, which of course was masonically beyond

e jurisdiction of Scottish chapters. This misfortune has contributéd, |
fear, to induce the Grand Chapter of Scotland to continue the mark warrants
in England, although of course the mistake of some Scottish brethren cannot
invalidate the position of the several mark lodges which united to form the
Grand Lodqe in_question, some ofwhich have worked the degreefor many years
before even'the Grand Chapter of Scotland was instituted. .
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“ We_ant|C|Fate ere long that the good understanding and fellowship aIwaYs
subsisting between_the members of both organizations will be indissolubly
Icen&ente by the withdrawal of the warrants for Scottish mark lodges in Eng-
and.

“ Companions in the United States c_an,feelmgéy s¥mpathlze with those who
are suffering from “invasion of jurisdiction,” and although we in England as
mark masters are content to wait patiently for free and full recoanon of our
«claims by the Grand Chapter of Scotland; we nevertheless shall'be glad of a
prompt response,

“In Scotland, then, the mark degree
“ (a) Is recognized by the Grand Lodge and Chapter.
“(b) Itis aprerequisite for Eoval Arch masonry.

[t can be givenin acraft lodge, mark lodgé, or as preparatory for the

1

C
chapter. ,
“(d) The Grand Chapter has lodges in England. o
“le tJommg companions not ‘marked” must be before the affiliation is
complete.

_““In England the only degrees recognized by the Grand Lodge are the three
first, the past master (viz, an installed master of a lodge only, who has been
duly elected, and formerly served as warden) and the Royal Arch.

“The_ “articles of uniorC of 1813, which bound the two rival Grand Lodges
to certain degrees, and no more, omitted any mention of mark masonry ; and
although the Grand Chapter of Scotland and mark masters in England have
sendeavored to secure the recognition of the degree by the Grand Lodge or
Grand Chapter of England, théy have signally failed. "We sag unhesnatmgly,
unless thde' rand Lodge breaks its pledge, mark masonry cannot be recognized in

Enlgand.

! E?rh,e solemn promise made .in 1813 effectually shuts out the mark degree,*
and it is of no service to inquire whether the miembers were wise in so Prom-
ising, as the pledge was given, and therefore must be honored by all who
value treaties amon%masons. _

“ This being so, the members of mark lodges were averse to remain as a
body withouta head, and, naturally objecting to any foreign rule, formed a
Grand Lodge, A. D. 1856, with many lodges “under its jurisdiction. The de-
gree has rapidly spread, and the Grand Lod(I;e has prospered exceedingly—so
much so tliat now the lodges muster more than one hundred. ~ Lord Leigh,
the first Grand Master, i an esteemed Provincial Grand Master in the craft,
The next Grand Master was the Earl of Caernarvon, who is a Provincial Grand
Master, and the present Deputy Grand_Master of England ‘l. e, the nextin
authority to the Marquis of Eipon). ~The third Grand Master was Viscount
Holmesdale, also a Provincial Grand Master ; and the Grand Master at the
present time is a deservedly esteemed and respected well known craft mason

‘x|t equaIIY excludes from recognition the ‘Grand Conclave of the
Knights Tempfar,” (a most é)owerful and influential body,) the “Ancient and
Accepted Eite,”and the Eed Cross of Eome and Constantine.  These three
great organizations all recognize the Grand Lodge of Mark Masters.
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and estimable cIer?yman.f Many well known noblemen and brethren trader
the banner of English freemasonry are proud to acknowledge their member
ship of this Grand Lodge, many 0f whom are Past Grand™ Wardens of the
Craft Grand Lodge. Some of § elod%es are of “time |mmemor|,al’a%e, and
have worked the degree no_one knows how long, but certainly during the last
century. Without such a Grand Lodge having been formed, the degree would
have been little known in En%Iand, and although it is certainly a novel feature
to have a Grand Lodge for the mark degree, it is justifiable Under the circum-
stances. The same novelty as a governm% body was instituted for Royal Arch
masons about the middle of the “last century.” Before then there was not a
Grand Chapter anywhere over the globe, and never had been. The Royal Arch
Chapters had no gov_ernmgn bodx efore A. D. 1750, and, in response to the
wants of the companions, the *Ancients’ formed a Grand Chapter, and the
‘Moderns followed about A. D. 1766—new bodies entirely, as much as the
Mark Grand Lodge in 1856, but, like it, much wanted. ) )

“The Grand Lodge_of Mark Masters has the pleasure of knowing all its
certificates are recognized by the Grand Chapters of Ireland and Canada, and
we feel sure that, whenever the ardent and enthusiastic. companions in the
United States are asked to ?reet English Mark Masters with a friendly ?rasp
they will do so0. Indeed, already we rejoice to know the Grand Chapters of
Perinsylvania and lowa have decided to do so.

“Tnuao, England, November 24, 1871."

SOUTH CAROLINA.

The Most Excellent Grand_Royal Arch Chapter of this State convened on
13th November, 1871, Mast Excéllent James A Hoyt, Grand High Priest, in
the east, with representatives from 27 subordinates.” . _

From the address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, we learn of
com?lete harmony, and the proceedings show that zeal is being awakened,
and that some of the chapters which had not met since_the war are yet not
without life, and are struggling into warmth and life. The finances of the
Grand Chapter are in a depresSed condition, but our companions seem to be
looking the matter squarely in the face, and preparing to escape from their
embarrassment by “ retrenchment” and by “ contribution.”

There are returns from 27 chapters, showing £07 members. ,

Companion Hoyt ivas agam made Most EXctllent Grand High Priest, and
Companion Augustine T. Smythe, Grand Secretary. ,

This latter made the report on Correspondence, reviewing 34 proceedings,
Alabama being of the number.

“t His Deputy Grand Master is Earl Percy. The Order, however, has been
careless of apﬁomtmg brethren to office’ from mere social position only
Hence, although many noblemen grace its ranks, and are on the roll of offi-

cers, there are also to be found in its highest posts the hardworking members
of the fraternity.

“ William James Hughan.
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And while we thank him for the lengthy and courteous notice of us, we
refer him to our remarks under the_caption Maine for onr answer to the at-
tacks on General Grand Chapter views. From his review of ourselves we
learn that in the jurisdiction” of South Carolina “ the rule is ?eneral, both
with lodge and chapter, that no one suspended for non-payment of dues can
be again”admitted a member except by payment, petition, ahd unanimous bal-
lot, as with any other unaffiliated mason.”  The italics are ours. Does Com-
pan;on Smvthé intend to |mF'y that a brother suspended for non-payment of
dues stands toward-; the fraternity in the position of an unaffiliated mason ?
Can any masonic intercourse be héld with him?  We would prefer that Grand
Bodies should make the rule imperatjve that one in default should be cited by
the Iodgie or chapter and put upon trial for unmasonic conduct, and thePun-
ishment awarded bv vote of the body, then he stands fully suspended from
all rights and pr|V|Ie%es, and n >one could then doubt the position. ~ On the
other hand, can any brother be suspended as intended and understood in the
0. B., except after he shall have been accused and tried ?

On amuch mooted question as to the effect of objection by a member after
ballot, he says:

“There are certain requirements laid down for admission into a chapter,
which are publicly made known, to-wit: that a petition setting for Ii cerjain
facts, and duly recommended, must be presented at d read at one convocation,
referred to a committee, and, upon their favorable report, be submitted to the
suffrages of the chapter, not earlier than the next convocation, when an unan-
imous ballot is required.  Now what is the reason for this, but to notify mem-
bers of the chapter as publicly as possible, who are the candidates, and give
ample oPportunlty for any one having objections to reject an unworthy appli-
cant. 1tis the duty of every member of the chapter to be%resent, and it not
on hand at each convocatiori, he can be thorough(ljy osted by attending alter-
nately. If not there, he loses the privilege accorded to him, and is not'true in
his duty to the craft, Butis the candidate at fault? He has fulfilled all that
has been required of him ; and is not Comi)anlon Corson correct in holding
that he can claim that the chapter also fulfill its promise 2 Were the contrary
rule adopted, the candidate would be obliged not to stand one ballot, but an
indefinite ballot, dep<ndent upon the time when he ma% chance to obtain his
degrees, and the pleasure and convenience of the member to attend. And if
it be considered as one of the rlghts of a_ member of a chapter to have his
wishes as to candjdates considered. at any_time, should not the committee he
instructed to call on or communi ‘ate with each companion, and ascertain
whether he desires to object before any degree is ?lven? No, the rule and
manner of admission is well linown, and'if a candidate does all we claim of him
he is entitled to his degrees, unless the objection be accompanied with rea-
sons sufficient to authorize the chapter’s refusing him. A companion so dere-
lict as to know not. the,f)roceedl_ngs of his own chapter, deserves no favor
from the craft; and while as anxious as any cne to preserve the purity of the
order, we must stand up for fair play and justice.”
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No more courteously written report appears before us, nor one bearing such
unmistakable masonic spirit.

TEXAS.

Grand Chapter convened.on 12th June, 1371, Companion S. S. Munger, Most
Excellent Grand High Priest, and representatives from forty-four subordi-

nates.

~ The Most Excellent draws a nice distinction between affiliated and non-affil-
iated Royal Arch masons, when he decides that the regulation which reads,
“ This pefition must be signed by nine Royal Arch masons, accompanied with
their certificate of dimit and recommendation of nearest chapter, means that
those who are members of a chapter shall so state in the petition, and non-
affiliated masons on_IKshaIIflIe their dimits. . Otherwise, his rulings seem to
be in accordance with the practice in this jurisdiction. ,

Qne of the Grand Visitors reports that one of the Chapters which he had
visited had had the misfortung “to lose the broom, in consequence of which
%he robom apdpeared to great disadvantage.” Won't somebody send that chap-
er ahroom’

f ThlsSGrand Chapter’s head seems to be “ level” on the subject of affiliation
ees. See:

“ Resolved, That chapters under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter be,
andl,tr}ey are hereby, instructed to abandon the practice of charging fees for
affiliation.

There is no report on Foreign Correspondence.

Chapters—91 chartered, 3U. D .; members 3,268. S

Companion J. B. Jones was made Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and
Companion Robert Brewster, Excellent Grand Secretary.

TENNESSEE.

This Grand Chapter held its Annual Convocation on 8th November, 1871,
Most Excellent Wm. H. Armstron%, Grand Hl%h Priest, with representatives
from seventy-four chartered chaPers and six U, D. ]

The address of the Most Excellent, as weil as the %eneral business of the
Grand Chapter, are indicative of prosperity, and busingss capacity.

Eighty-seven chapters have a membership of 4,161 o
t,Thehreport on Correspondence is by Companion Blackie. In his introduc-
ion, he says : _ , _

“We ha\ye endeavored to be brief, to say as little of our own as possible,
and to putbefore you a fair statement of what our companions in other juris-
dictions have been domgz. We ho?e our efforts will give satisfaction.

“We areglad to say that Royal Arch Masonry has never been so prosper-
ous, contenfed and happy. ~ Long may it continue so. ~ Recent events in the
Northwest have in a terrible manner demonstrated our liability to the vicissi-
tudes and changes of fortune, and that the noblest and most prosperous can-
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not claim exemption from the common ills of life. Charity is now_called for—
char|t>f to those who, once our political foes, are still our tompanions, and we
have dll had the opportunity to test our masonry b% practical actions rather
than by lofty expressions, ~ Let each of us help’to bear our companions’ bur-
dens, dnd endeavor to lighten the burthen of their care. The night cometh
when no man can work, "but the presentis ours, and can be woven by kindly
words and generous deeds into a pleasmgl)(] remembered past. The knowledge
that we have striven to do our hest for"the comfort of our feliow-creatures
will not only make us happy now, but in that awful time when the soul is
about to leave this earthly mansion, our thoughts will not be haunted by vis-
jons of for?otten Vows, “opportunjties wasted, and paramount duties” neg-
lected, Lefus, then, prove the value of our lessons by carmqforthe unfor-
tunate, the widow and the orphan, and RI’OV,Id,Ing raiment, shelter and provis-
ions for those who have suffered from the vicissitudes of God.”

We take the liberty of copEing his entire histori/ of a “ Masonic Conference”
hetween delegates fiom the Grand Lodge of Scotland and other Grand Bodies
mentioned, which contains much valuable information :
“ masonic conference.
“ Aconference of delegates from the Grand Lodge of Scotland, the Grand
Chaﬁterof Scotland, the Grand Chapter of Ireland; and the, Grand Lodge of
Mark Master Masons of En?Ia,nd on the subject of the position of the Mark
Degree in England, was held in the Freemasons’Hall, London, on the 3d of
April, 1871 ‘Brother Earl Percy M.P. and Deputy Grand Master of Eng-
land, was in the chair. ~ Scotland was represented by Brothers Hay and Kerr,
of the Grand Lodge, and Companions Mann, Mackersy and Entwisle, of the
Supreme Chapter,"and the Grand Mark Lod?,e by Brothers Portal and Binckes.
The Grand Lodge of Ireland was not at first represented, but afterwards
Brother Burdetf appeared thou%h not as a delegate.  Brother Binckes stated
the object of the conference to be the bringing” about an understanqu_wnh
the Grand Bodies of Scotland and Ireland %Whlch the Grand Mark Lodge
should be recognized as the conservator of the mark degree in England, but
the Grand Master of England had declined to send any representative, on.the
plea that the mark degrée is not recognized by the Grand LodgeorChaprter
of England, and all hé could do was to wish them well as master masons. The
Grand Master of Ireland stated that in Ireland the mark de(h;ree is worked un-
der the exclusive control of the Grand Chapter, and all the degreesin Ire-
land, from the 1st to the 33d, work harmonlouslytogether and in unison, and
he could see no reason why the mark degree should not be worked as in Ire-
land, and thought the proper step.to be taken was to get the Grand Lodge of
En%|and to recognize the governing bodies other than the Grand Chapter.
He'had asked Brother Burdett to be present, but notin any wa¥ to commit
the Grand Chapter. Brother Mackersy, of Scotland, opened the debate.
Some of his statements are of great intérest. In England, the B. A. degree
follows immediately the M. M., but in Ireland, América, Canada and Scot-
land, the rite is ver)7 similar..  As a consequence, when companions of Ire-
land, Canada, or America visit Scotland, they can be present'during all the
7
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ceremonies, but English companions must be excluded during a glreatpart of
them disagreeable to the hospitable Scotch, but more so, we Should think, to
English, He deemed it ofimportance that, at least, the British Islands should
have uniform work, and hoped this conference might lead to such ahapp% re-
sult. It seems that in the ){ear 1856, a subordinate chapter of Scotland, Bon
Accord, in Aberdeen, had taken of itself the right to granta charterto a
number of En?hsh hrethren, who had been in Scotland and were much struckK
with the beaufy of the mark degree, and that_they had with this authority
o?ened and worked a mark lodge’in London. ~ The natural result of this was,
of course, the death of Bon-accord Chapter, and the suspension of its offi-
cers,  But the mischief was done, and the Grand Chapter could not get back
the illegal charter. 1t was worked under in Enqland,_ and at last the Grand
Chapter allowed itself to be led into the doubtful position of yleldm? to the
entreaties of the English brethren and granting them alegal charier, In
consequence of the first action, other warrants were granted'in the territory,
and this went on for a Kear or two, but then the English brethren started”a
Grand Mark Lodf]e of their own, and the mark degree came to have two grow-
ing heads in England. There seems some little mystery as to how this Grand
Mark Lodge was formed, but Brother Mackersy called attention to a curigus
fragment of history in this connection. For a fong time certain old operative
lodges in Scotland had been in the practice of working the mark dePree, but
in the speculative lodges the degree had never been worked. So [iftle was
generally known of the existence of the mark as a craft degree, that in Glas-
gow an operative lodge, in the year 1860, had conferred it” under St. John’s
Charter, and this coming to the knowledge of the Provincial Grand Lodge,
was regarded as an irreqularity, and the”St. John’s Lodge was suspended.
They made a bold appeal'to the Grand Lodge, admitting they had worked the
degree, and said . ¢We have worked nothing more than wé were entitled to
do, as a part of ancient masonry, and have not introduced a new degree, be-
cause the mark degreeis not a new degree; it is the comPIetlng part of the
second degree.”  This came before the Grand Lodge, the lodge E)roduced all
its evidence, and the result was that the Grand Lodge was compelled to admit
that the mark degree, as practiced by them, was, in point of fact, a part of
the fellow-oraft degree, and was not & sei)arate degree atall.  Thusitbecame
apparent that two jurisdictions in Scotland claimed to superintend this de.-
gree, and It became necessary for an agreement to be made between the Grand
odge and Grand Chapter on the subject. ~The result of rhis was that they
stated that the mark degree was wrought by oPeratlve St. John’s masons be-
fore the establishment of the Grand Lodgé of Scotland ; that since then it
had been almost entirely abandoned by thelodges, and the Grand Chapter had
assumed its management. - But that now they enacted and declared that all
lodges holding of Scotland had the right to work the mark under their Pres-
ent'charters; but that to prevent confusion, this degree, although held by
the Grand Lodge to be a second part of the fellow-craft degree, should only
be conferred on master masons, and OHIY in presence of those’'who had re-
ceived the degree in alodge or chapter ; that the same ritual should he used
in both bodies ; that any candidate for the R. A. who was already a mark mas-
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ter of a St. John’s lodge, should not be required to take the degree again in
the chapter ; that in the chapter it shonld be reckoned as the fourth degreein
masonry, and that these rules should not interfere with the superintendence
the Grand Chapter held over mark masonry out of Scotland, or with lodges
holding of it in England. ~This agreement made Grand Lodge and Grdnd
ChaPter one on the Subject. ~ When the Grand Mark Lodge was organized in
Enﬁ and, the Scotch had no hostility to_it, and indeed would have preferred
to have the degree of M. M. M. reco?nlzed by. the Grand Lodge and Chapter
of England, in"which event they would have withdrawn all their warrants, and
ceased from grantmg more to° mark lodges in that country. But until this
was done, they would not take the _initiative in recognizing'the Mark Masters
Grand Lodge.” This was in 1864, The reply of the Grand Lodge of England,
in 1865, waS substantially that they recognized but four masonic degrees, and
did not acknowledge the mark as’ pure ‘masonry, nor the pretensions of the
body calling itselr the Grand Mark Lodge, etc. ~ The Grand Chapter of Eng-
land said the samethlng, nominis mutandis_ In consequence the Grand Chap-
ter of Scotland declined to recognize the Grand Mark Master’s Lodge. . The
matter came up again in 1870, and was decided as we have told in our notice of
the Grand Chapter of Scotland, in this report. He believed the proper course
was to lay before the Grand Lodge and Chapter of England the reasons which
induced the Grand Lodge of Scotland to admit that the mark is a part and
portion of the E. C. d%%ee, and lay a report of all their proceedings before
the Grand Lodge and Chapter of Ireland. If these Grand Bodies take the
same view that was taken in Scotland, all difficulties are forever removed, be-
cause if this degree is taken up by St. John’s masonry, then the Grand Lodge
and Chapter of Scotland will be in a position to make a proper arrangement.
But should the Grand Bodies, of England decide that the¥ never would recog-
nize the mark degree in all time coming, then_he thought the day might not
be far distant when Scotland and Ireland mll(\;ht recognize the Mark Grand
Lodge. He wished first to try Enqland, and it she recognized the mark de-
gree, the work was done.  |f'not, then Scotland was at [iberty to co-operate
with Ireland, and he thought there was no doubt what they would do. The
discussion is then continued at ?reat length.  We cannot epitomize it all, but
some points are of such interest that we'are constrained to_put them entire
before the companions of Tennessee. At one time in this discussion Brother
Ker, the present historian of the Grand Lodge, says .

“4t was stated that the Lodge of Glasgow, St. John, had conferred the de-
?ree of mark master, as a section of the Second degree, in areqular working
odPe. This was called in question and disposed ofin the way which has been,
staed by Brother Mackersy, because it was in accordance with their ancient
working, and the SuPreme Chapter of Scotland arranged to have all the can-
didates for the Royal Arch degree initiated as mark masters before they took
that degree. Previous to coming to a decision on the subject, the Grand
Lodge of Scotland appointed a Committee of investigation, who conferred
with'the lodge of St. John, which is No. 3 bis on roll of Grand Lodge. This
lodge holds & charter from Malcolm Canmore, against which some objections
have been stated; but they have another from William the Lion, which is in-
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disputable, dated 1174, ThpY also state that as_representing the ancien”
builders of Glasgzow Cathedral, they only now Fractlce_ tl>e traditional masonry
received at that early E@“Od ;and on consulting their_oldest members* they
found that the ritual which they were Practlcm in 1860, was stated to be_ex-
actly the same as those old meri, seventy or eighty years ago, had practiced
when young. This statement was confirmed by their books, which were
brought forward. It was then shown from varidus sources that some of the
old lodges in Scotland had existed from a very early Perlod—tor example, the
Lodge of Edmburgh, No. 1, Mary’s Chapel—went s0 far back in her history as
to sy that the lo gle was originally brought to this country bg/ Davidthe
First, and as a traveling lodge erectéd the Chapel Holvrond in 1128 ; also Mel-
rose Abbe¥ and various other buildings, and came back and settled in Edin-
burgh. They were a lodge of operative masons, and continued so until the
last'century. = From this body rose the Incorporation of Masons. ~ They had
gr_eater powers by their charter of incorporation than as a lodge, none else
eing allowed to do masons’work within Burgh. It was also found that in
the Lodge of Edmbug;h, Mary Chapel, the members signed the books with
their marks. * Ata Conference or Grand Lodge held in Holyrood Palace in
1598, it was ordained : “ That no master or fellow-craft be received or admit-
ted without the numper of six masters and two entered apprentices, the war-
den of that Iod?e being one of the said six, and that the day of the receiving
of the said fellow-craft or master be orderly buikit (booked), and his name
and mark inserted inthe same book.” ~—— ©

“ ‘From the u_nw,lllmpness of members of the old lodges to commit anY-
thing to wrltm? it is difficult to_find direct evidence. HOwever, under date
1559, on the sill'of one of the windows of the choir of Glasgow Cathedral we
find the square and compass engraved; the All-seeing Eye above ; the ladder
with three steps ; the sun, moon and stars ; and a fingerpointing to the three
steps. In those times when the secrets of the craft were very much looked to
and preserved with jealous care, you cannot expect very much explanation of
the system then practiced ;but you can see bP/ those symbols that at thaf time
sRecuIatlvemasonr¥ did exist. ~ There are also Io,d%es which state distinctly
that they follow out those signs and symbols which had been transmitted.to
them from time immemorial.” In the year 1707 a lodge of operative masons,
styled the Edinpurgh Journeymen Masons, to which I"belong, separated from
thie parent stock Mary’s Cha?el. They had a dispute about & benévolent fund,
and the matter came before the Supréme Courts. - By that roceedlnq we h-tve
it recorded that the lodge made entered aPprentlces and tellow-craits, but |
helieve no other deﬁre,e of masoan,except he mark master, who was master
of the lodge. In (Re judgment which was given by the Supreme Courts they
not only gave power for thif Lodge Journeymen to exist, but to give the ma-
sonic word and receive dues therefor, butalso to sue the Lodge St. Mary’s
Chapel for such further portion of masonry which they were not then pos-
sessed of. Twenty years after, it is recorded that the Lodge Journeymen re-
ceived the third degree from the parent lodge. o

“ Brother Binckes : Then, you say the Overseer Tvas the Chief officer ?
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“ *Bro. Kerr: Yes; because a large portion of the lodges are fellow-craft
000€S.% * * * * * * *

“ £Bro. Portal: On whom was the master’s degree conferred?

“ ‘Bro. Kerr.. UPon men who designed and Pl_anned work for those em-
ployed under them to execute. Thesewere men of intelligence, who instructed
others through s¥mbol|cal teaching and otherwise. The subordinate lodges
were composed of workmen who were taught in the lodges. Yet masters may
even be reduced from that position to a fellow-craft. In the Regulations re-
ferred to as havmﬁ been adopted at the meeting in Holyrood Palace, in 1598, it
is sfated, cThat all masters undertaking work be very careful to see their scaf-
folds and fooégangs securely set and placed, to the effect that through their
negligence and” sloth no hurt or_injury come to any person employed at the
work:under the pain of discharging them thereafter to work as masters hav-
ing charge of work; but shall ever be subject, all the rest of their days, to
work upder or with angther pripcipal master hgving chgrge of he work.”

“*Bro. Kerr: These rules of 1598 were promulgated during the time the
head of the RossI)[/n famlh{ was Hereditary Grand Master Mason. Copies of
the rules were sent to the lodge at AitcheSon’s Haven, and they are now pre-
served there, | need not show futher that the Grand Lodge of Scotland.in-
vestigated . this subject ver fullkl. The greatest difficultyarose in getting
written evidence; because from the strictness of the obligation, even in the
old minute book there is very little information concerning masonry to be got.
There is, indeed, very little"in them beyond the names of thosé who were
Bre_sent at the meetings, and the amount of money received. As to marks

eing used at an early period, you have doubtless af the present day the tra-
ditional practice of operative masons of using them on implements, tools,
chisels, and in many cases u?on the stones they' work. - Some <pera ive lodges
took apprentices bound to the lodges_up to ‘about the year 1780, and these
young lads while out with a F. C. or' Journeyman, working along with him,
useda mark, called a blind mark, frequently Placed in_connection with the
regular mark of the fellow-craft, There was also the official mark or equilat-
eral triangle. In Rosslyn Chapel upon four ruined altars that were dedicated
to the four Evan%ellsts, every stone was. marked with an equilateral triangle.
So far we show their early use from ancient customs, and the existing marks
on buildings and the continuation of the practice both by operative masons
and existing operative lodges. .~ In many of the old minute books the name is
not 0n|y5|%1ned, but the mark is put behind it, in some places before. In the
ritual practiced, even in the oldest forms you have of it, it is stated that the
stones were hewn at a distance, marked and numbered: but there i nothing
whatever in the instruction now given that describes the manner of marking
or anything else relatm% to it;"but in the Mark ritual the whole is fully de-
scribed, and it is shown that each individual has a mark, the apprenticé and
fellow-craft. Looking to the lodge, you have the junior warden tellin ){ou
thau his duty is to mark the time, in’ other words, he takes account of the
time.  The Senior warden tells Fou that he has to pay all the wages; he is
paymaster. This has reference to something that must'have been done, some
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work that has been performed. What are yon to pay for? What amount are
you to,paly? Yet you ar,ebrougzht into a chamber to receive wages. You have
an indicafion of something that is incomplete in the second degree. Whereas
in the Mark ritual you are’told that the overseer or foreman must examine the
work done. He then records the amount of work that has been sent forward
to the_buﬂdm%, properly marked, which he states opposite the corresponding
mark in his book.” And when the workman comes forward to receive the
wages, you have the treasurer called upon to pay the amount due as entered
against those marks. | mention this to show that the reference made in the
two first deq,rees is to something without which they are not complete, and
that the section of the fellow-craft degree, now called’the mark maser degree,
supplies what is regulred. [t is not a separate degree, but a superior or Clos-
ing section of the F. C. degree. It is to_be remembered that a foreman is a
F.” C Hema¥ be a foreman to-day. The master may say at the end of the
day, | have no turther employment for you in that capacity; but if you like to
wark for me as a F. C. for two or three days, | will qladly give you work until
%ou find employment as a foreman or overseer. In amark fodge the office
bearers are only overseers, styled junior, senior, and master overseers—show-
|n% clearly tha theﬁl are in charge for a superior authority. These overseers
not only directed the workmen, but gave an account of the time employed,
and received plans and instructions from the master, to be communicated to
the workmen, whether relating to plain or more intricate portions of thp
work. Passing onward, we havé the third degree in two parts. The firstin-
troductory, and the latter containing a legend, where a reference is made to a
superior order of fellow-craffcs who Dore rule overthe others, having conspired
tO?ether. In the present course of instruction. there is only one, order of
felfow-craft recognized.  Yet reference is distinctly made to a Superior order
which can only be reconciled bly,referrmg 10 the teaching given in the Mark
ritual. There'is avery general idea, | am sorry to say, thatthe third degree
is @ very modern invention, while it is the best authenticated Rortlon of the
three degrees. It is simply an astronomical problem showing the state of the
heavens at the time the foundation stone of the Temple of Solomon was laid
We have notes of it in Scotland. | recollect seeing it worked out upon two.
large terrestrial and,celestlaltgnlobes by an eminent astronomer. The globes
were properly rectified and the state” of the heavens minutely noted.. Tho
signs ana words of the degree were obtained, and the reason of the imple-
ments being used in the legend of the third degree, also the name being thrice
repeated—why the ear of corn and the waterfall are depicted, and the direc-
tions in which the procession moves. It has proved itself to be one of the
best authenticated of the three degrees. The astronomer asked whether |
would mind leaving the notes with him. 1 did so, and he afterwards informed
me that he went over the whole with a very learned Professor, who expressed
his opinion that it was evidently a very ancient system of some kind or other.
He did not care whether it was masoriry, or what it was ; it appeared to be of
undoubted antiquity.

“ ‘Bro. Mackersy: Were these gentlemen masons ?

*“Bro. Kerr: No; | may mention that what | have stated, as a short sum-
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mary, occupied many Ion% meetings of the Committee of Grand Lodge, when
they were considering whether_ tfiey would recognize the Mark degree as a
art of the fellow-cratt. They investigated the Subject very fully. The then
eputy Grand Master, Brothér Whyte”Melville, also made inquiry and found
the marks to have been used in the older lodges, as already stated. After-
wards the late Dr. Walker Arnott, who was_very much opposed to Grand
Lodge taking up the matter, made the same inquiry, and the evidence he col-
lected was corroborative. He intimated to Grand od]ge that mark masonry
must have been a portion of the old masonic system. That body then directed
their Committee with the SuPreme Royal Arch Chapter to prépare a ritual-
The only difference being that the old lodges speak of a square stone, and the
Royal Arch of a keystone.” _

“These points of interest are all that we feel at IlbertK to extract, as our
sRace Is limited. We would recommend the reading of the whole debate to
the conference. On April 4th the conference, met a([;aln, Col. Burdett, of the
Grand Chapter of Ireland,_occuh)qu the chair.  Afer a considerable amount
of very interesting discussion, the fo Iowmgt resolution was adoEIed:

“ ‘IResolved, 1, That the delegates reportthe proceedings of this conference
to their respective constituents, ,

‘2, Thatin event of all, or either of, the sister Grand Lodges and Chapters
considering it advisable to bring the proceedings of this conference before
the Grand“Lodge and Grand Chapter of England, and of the latter Grand
Bodies declining to recognize the Mark degree, or, in event <f its being con-
sidered unnecessary to approach the Grand odge and Grand Chapter of Eng-
land, the Grand Lodges and Grand Chapters of Scotland and Ireland be recom-
mended to r,ecog,nlzea o¥ern|n body in Enqland over the Mark degree,”.

“This being disposed of, Brother Portal attempted to introduce the subject
cf other degsrees and asked “ the reBresentatlves of the Grand Chapters of
Ireland and Scotfand if they would be prepared to concur with him in the
creation of some bady, either to be called cThe Council of Excellent Masters,’
or any name that might be agsreed upon, for working such degrees as the Ex-
cellent, Most Excellent, and Super-Excellent Master, and the Knights of the
Sword, and of the East, and of the East and West, so that Royal Arch Masons
leaving this country may be furnished with all those degrees under the Royal
Arch System which’the Royal Arch Chapter of England does not include. .

“Br0. Mackersy, on behalf of the Grand Chaptér of Scotland, sympathized
with the remarks, but was not authorized to act'in reference to any thing but
the Mark degree. After some few remarks the conference closed in hearty
friendship and qpod will. We expected to have heard more of this before

resent convocation of the Grand Chapter. A private letter from Companion

ackersy that the question and the report from which we have quoted were
brought before the Supreme Chapter on the 22d of June, and was remitted to
committee for the purpose of bringing up at the next quarterly convocation a
full reﬁort on the subgect embraced in‘the conference. Anumber of questions
as to the working of the chapter degrees in Tennessee and other portions of
the United States, were submitted to us, to which we made afull reply. But
we have heard nothing of the result of the September convocation.”
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Companion A. J. Wheeler was made Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and
Companion John Frizzell, Grand Secretary.

VIRGINIA

Had a Convocation of its Grand Chapter on the 13th of December, 1871 Most
Exdc,eII%nt John P. Little, Grand High Priest, and representatives from 32 sub-
ordinates.

The council degrees form a part of thejr chapter degrees, and in conse-
quencg, a visitor from this jurisdiction who has taken“these degrees in a
council, cannot sit in chapter conferring them, and one who has ot taken
these degrees, cannot be allowed to be présent in the chapter conferring them.
Can thisnot' e remedied ? ,

_ComPanlon William B. Isaacs, from Correspondence, thus excuses himself,
wnha% raternal adieu to the other members of the—what you may call our
society:

. “Heis again compelled, by force of circumstances, to throw himself on the
indulgence of the Grand Chapter. His public duties and E[lvate engagements
have "been such constant and unceasing consumers of his time, by day and
by night, as to prevent him from taking ‘even a cursory glance over the pro-
ceedings with which he has been favoréd. As he advances in years, his en-
?hgements appear to increase pari passu, and he would respectfully request
1¢ Grand Council to relieve him, at least for the present, from further ser-
vice in thjs branch of the Royal Art, from which he, personally, he® derived
so much instruction and pleasure, without, he fears, makm(f; a corresponqu
return, either to this Grand Chapter or to his companions of the “ reportoria
corps.” Inaskm? thus to be relieved, he would beg to say to his fellow mem"
bers of the “ Mutual Admiration Society,” that he has lost none of his zeal in
their cause. While their criticisms have, at times, been severe, doubtless
they were deserved ; and he begs to return them, collectlvely and individually
histhanks for the kindnesses and courtesies he has received at their hands.”
Forty chapters made returns; members 1,841,

Companion Robert E. Withers was mace Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion John Dove, Grand Secretary.

WEST VIRGINIA.

We have the proceedings of sundr¥ chapters in West Virginia, which, under
ermission of the Grand Chapter 0 Vlr%mla, proceeded. to organize a Grand
haﬁterforthat State, by convention of Gelegates from five chapters, held on

the 16th of November, 1871, when they elected officers, and the Grand High

Priest of Virginia proceeded to “consecrate, constitute, and dedicate the

Grand Royal Arch Chapter of West Virginia in due and ancient form.”
Compariton L. A. Luce was their first Most Excellent Grand High Priest,

and Companion A. S. Chambers their first Grand Secretary.
We wish them God speed in their mission of love and adoration.
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VERMONT,

We have theé)roceedings,of the Grand Chapter of this State, held on the
16th of June, 1871, over which presided Most Excellent E A Jewett, Grand
High Priest. - We greatly like the following sentiment, taken from the Grand
High Priest’s address:

“ | have received during the recess. of the Grand Chapter, two aﬁpllcatlons
for permission_to_confer degrees, without the delay required by the General
Regulations. Believing that” such privileges shoufd be used with great cau- .
tion, | declined to givethe desired permission. Another has well Said, ‘Ma-
sonry seeks no man, but qmetly() waits to be sought; and he who desires to
enjoy the rights, privileges, and benefits of freemasonry, must abide masonry’s
own'time to confer those rights, privileges, and benefits upon him.”*

The address contains a Iengthy and strong argument for the Grand Chapter
to reunite with the General Grand Chapter.

Companion Squire Marcy gives us the report on Correspondence, fraternally
noticing our proceedings for 1870; and we sincerely regret that we will lose 50
courtequs areporter. But he says, “ Our official felations with the capitular
fraternity will cease with the present convocation. Age, infirm health, and a
desire for repose, all conduce to this step.” ,

The Grand Chapter determined to Rresent to angther aged companion, Past
Grand Secretary, some memento of their esteem, the notice of the acceptance
of which is as follows ;

_“ Companion Hollenbeck accepted the cane, and in a voice choked by emo-
tion attemﬁted to reply, but his feelings overpowering him after a few words
of thanks, he was obliged to it down.~ The Grand Chapter then saluted him
with the private grandhonars. It was an occasion that will long be remem-
bered by every ore present.”

Chapters, 24; members, 1,562..

Most Excellent Grand High Priest, E. A, Jewett.

Excellent Grand Secretary, W. H. S. Whitcomb.

WISCONSIN.

We hail the proceedings of the Grand ChaEter of this State, held on Janu-?
ary, 17, 1872, with Most Excellent Joseph Yatts, Grand High Priest, and Com-
pﬁnlotn William . Palmer, Grand Secretary, and representatives from forty
chapters.
Tﬁe Grand High Priest’s address is purely devoted to matters of local in-
terest, and is a Straightforward document. _ _ _
adTotE)eteJ(y.rlsprudence Committee reported the following resolution, which was
- Resolved. That voluntary non-affiliating in a lodge, of over one year’s con-
tinuance, shall subject the comPanlon to suspension from the chapter, and his
status during the ‘further continuance of such non-affiliation with a lodge,
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shall be that of a companion suspended for non-payment of dues, and his re-
storation effected by again becoming affiliated.”

And also recommended the adoption of the following, and it was adopted:

“Resolved, That the examination of candidates for advancement, provided
forin Art. 5, sec. 11 of the constitution of this Grand Chapter, shall be limited
to the obligation of the degree and knowledge of means of recognition; and
that the candidate shall be“able not only to repeat the obligation,but tg give
evidence that he understands what it means, and has a proper conception of
his masonic duties under, and b%wrtue thereof.  This provision is not to be
construed as an amendment to the constitution, but simply declarator¥ of its
true intent and meaning, and as such, shall have the same “force and effect as
if particularly stated therein.”

Companion J. P. C. Cottrill makes a most admirable report on Correspond-
ence, and we COﬁthS views dissenting from the decision of our Most Excel-
lent Grand High™Priest: but with this exception, he says, *the address is
most excellent; and worthy of its honored author :”

#We notice a decision of the Grand High Priest, which was approved by
the Grand Chapter, to which we cannot assent. C.rtain master masons, re-
5|d|n?,|,n Georgia, but nearer to an Alabama chapter than their own, desired
to petition the"Alabama chapter for the degrees. It was held that the Ala-
bama chapter might take jurisdiction of theSe applicants upon consent of the
Georgia chapter.” The correspondence in the case was kind and fraternal, and
exhibits a most commendahle courtesy and brotherly consideration. Yet, we
cannot agree to the proposition that a_chapter in one grand jurisdiction may
surrender its material to a chapter in another, or that the latter may take
jurisdiction in such cases even on the former’s consent. No masonic” body
should surrender its material to another body even in the same grand jurisdic-
tion. Amason should be made at home, Where he_is known—where he will
certainly_ receive !USIICE if worthy, and where he will most certainly get his
deserts if unworthy. Of course, we admit that a prophet is not”without
honor except in his own country, but we are not spe_akmg of prophets, We
have seen so many cases where material has been rejected in the jurisdiction
to which it belon?ed, and. where weak men, strangely enou%h, had pluck
enough to black-ball in their own body, but hadn’t enough to retuse to let the
candidate apply elsewhere, and therebiy have so often seen strangers take in
the men whom' their own nelghbors would not, that we have long-ago bebome
convinced that jurisdiction of a candidate ought in no case whatever to be re-
Iln\%/mshed. Especially should it not in favorof a body in a foreign State.”

ell, Companion Cattrill, we can't sarwhetherwe, or the report, is an ap-
pendix. But we can truly say, that although we, perhaps, would not have
read so much of masonic proceedings had it not been made our imperative
duty, yet we would W|II|n?Iy again underglo the same labor, to receive the
same pleasure and instruction. = Yet we fe€l sure that on_lz/afew of the com-
panions of our own jurisdiction, for whom we toil and write, ever read these
reRorts. The?/_ are, as Y,ou suggest, #the main Rart of the proceedings,”
whether quantity or quality be tonsidered.” It is nere that is found the com-
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parison of diverse views, and these reports have done more to harmonize, and
render uniform the general rulings, than anything else. It is from these that
we learn the opinions prevalent in other jurisdictions, and it is here that these
are debated, and the opinions derived by which many questions are settled;
and when settled, in a m,annerPrpducmg harmony throughout the system. .

Just listen to Companion Cottrill on non-payment of dues. We agree with
him, but we hold that however mean, however debased a mason may be, the
very essence of our institution requires that he shall be held and reCeived as
a brother until he has been charged with his meanness, had an ogportunlt
%lven him of disproving the charge, and been punished br his brethren. We

old that it is contrary to the spirit of our institution to allow the dictum of a
by-law, or the provision of a constitution, to say that he is not our equal, and
cannot meet us on the square : _ ,

“ Non-payment of dues may_ be, and probably is, a small offense ; but as it
grows to smallness, it intensifies in meannes$: and as it becomes intensely
mean it also becomes egregiously unmasonic. Of course we mean here those
who can, and will not pay.~ Let'the dead-beats be weeded out, in all depart-
ments and by all lawful means.” o ,

We are glad to see that Companion Cottrill will report again next year, Leo
‘Golente.

Companion C. F. G. Collins was made Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion W. T. Palmer was continued Grand Secretar%/.

_Thus, Companions, we have attempted faithfully to perform the duty as-
signed to us, and thou?h at times we ma%/ seem to” have been prolix, In every
instance we have selected what we thoug t would be instructive as well as iri-
teresting.  The greatest difficulty we have had to contend with is the ever-
recu,rrln? conviction that our production will be read by only a few of our im-
mediate family and the reporters, . .

The Grand Chapter ought to hear and be willing to listen to these reports
for oftentimes they contain matter of great |mF_or_tance to the craft, and al-
ways more or less of masonic law, and e are satisfied that if they were more
generally read, as well as the report of the Grand Lodge, our presiding offi-
cers of both lodge and chapter would less frequently annoY_ the Grand Officers
with ?ft-repeated enquiries on the most absolutely established points 01 ma-
sonic law.

Below we present for your adoption a resolution in relation to the Grand
Chapter of Westiglnla, anew star in the Royal Arch firmament, and which
we recommend for adoption. _

Respectfully submitted,
* P.J. PILLANS,
Chairman.

Resolved, That the Most Excellent Grand Chapter of Alabama most frater-
nally and warmly greets the advent of the Most Excellent Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of West ,wa:nla, and congratulating its Companions, this Grand
Chapter extends to it the right hand of fellowship, expressm? the hope that
its career may not only be honorable but useful in'exciting zeal and advancing
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Representatives of Other Grand Chapters Near the Grand Chapter
of Alabama.

Richard F. Knott.. Mobile..... ..Minnesota.
Peleg Brown . Mobile JIndiana.
Palmer J. Pillans. Mobile.. .Louisiana.
David Clopton..... .Montgomery.. . Mississippi.
Daniel Sayre.. ..Montgomei'y. .Qregen.
Richard F. Knott. MODTIE e New York.
Richard F. Knott. MODIIE. e California.

Representatives of the Grand Chapter of Alabama Near Other
Grand Chapters.

George R. Fearn. .Canton Mississippi.
Richard P. Earhar tuw s RE L[ [ Oregon.
John W. Simons..... NEW YOIK.oeecssmssiinns New York.
Harvey G. Hazelrigg ([0 TEUE: TV LV] [ —— Indiana.
Jonathan S. Dawson s PariS... oo Tennessee.




Names and Numbers of Chapters,

With the number of members, amount of dues paid to the Grand Chapter, and
the number of those advanced, presided, received and acknowledged, exalted,
affiliated, rejected, and dimitted, since last return.

g F g TREEEZT
a Names of Chapters. § % % % g0 = g é g
I TIERE .
55
9&§ 31 ;
a 3 3 % é}
TR
] 2
1 . 1
@753 3 3 3 | i
%7 7 Lo
o Uuxn
TR
N, ]
2 3 3 3 1
" 8 6 6 % \i%
L I
§ 6 6 6 . 1
17 i 1
36%6 g ;
ég 11 4 4
VIRV VY, 7
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NAMES AND NUMBERS OP CHAPTERS—CONTINUED.

Names op Chapters.

18 aﬂvblle. ............. 21 00
19 Hillabee.. .

80 %cha(P 18 00
81 ersom...... 1 30 75
83 Rell ... 16 50
84 ar[ollton 18 00
85 (zaston... 18 75
86 oosl% 30 00
87 Moulio 15 75
B i
91 (Geor e\g. NOTis' 88
92 Notasulod 127
9 OW 12 00
9 Paniel Pra 1 00
I

L
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Suspended for Non-Payment of Dues.

Eunomia NO. 5—A. L. Wilkerson, J. 0. Loganian, Albert R. Erskine, T. H.
Dale, B. P. Stines, William Lawler.

H,Mtarion No. 12—Edwin H. Bernhard, Samuel R. Freeman, Algernon .

Inton.

Wetumpka No. 17.—William L. Cunningham, Robert S. Williams.

Livingston No.20.—Byron B. Saunders, Daniel 0. White.

Mobite NO. 21—Thomas B. Lyons, Solomon Markstein, Francis L. E. Nord-
man, Starke H. Oliver, John M. Taylor, John B. Bacon, Jacob F. Holland, Al-
geerrnon S. Carrington, Simon Weiss, William W. Wilcox, Garrett Van Ant-
werp.

Mgntgomery No. 22—Noah B. Cloud, Stephen B. Pleasants, Thomas M.
Gilmer, Charles P. Ma¥_, Samuel S. Harvey.

Talladega NO. 23—Lewis E. Parsons, James Barker, James Embry, Jasper
N. Haney, Thomas Hayden. ,

Eufaula NO. 24—Sigmund Landower, Thomas S, Smart, Patrick O'Byrne,
Eugene Moore, Fredefick L. Robertson, Sion W. Smith, Patrick F. Towers,
Ernest L. Catteville, J. M. B. Kelly. ,

. Canden No. 40—Thomas Dunn, Joseph 8. Holloman, Alexander B. Matfie-
gon, John P. Marsh, Green F. Spurlin

Chocraw No- 44—Harrison Griffis, Walter D. Campbell, Abel G, Campbell,
\A/ellnlls%rn McLean, Green G. Miller, R. M. Harper, Francis M. Hill, John W’

Tyrian N0, 54 James Thaddeus Wile?/WiIIiams. )

Rockford No. 62 John Smith, Meredith S. Bazemore, Thomas Smith, Allen
Mooney, Alfred Massey, Joel W. McClendon. .
SCIIayton No. 63—William King, W. John Miller, James Lang, William A.

eales.

Atabama No. 66 —Augustus W. Cortright, %umcey A. Kellog.

Land Mark No. 71 _David Chancey, John C. Dean, John F. McLendon, c.
H. Kiser, Isaac N. Preston, James W, Pettis, James D. Slaughter, M. D.
Schloss, T. H. R. Spivey, Moses Spivey, John W. Simmons, James Turlington.

Midway No. 72 Jamies R. Stewart, Haywood Pipkin, Benjamin F. Coleman,
william H. Thomas. ,

Danvitte No. 78 W. Rhodes, James L. Britton, Manoah V. Henry, John
Dutton, Henry L. Cowan, Anderson G. Copeland.

Loachaeoka NO. 80.—Mark S. Andrews, James J. Bedell.

Bet1 No.83—W. D Hood, John Lucius, A. J. Ashcraft, John P. Shaffer.

Carrollton 1\10,84.—Ge0r%2| M. Lyles. .

Gaston No. 85 J. Robert McElroy, J. Wesley Johnson, William Y. Peteet,
Needham W. Canaday, James C. Morgan, Jobn™W. Taylor, Joseph C. Wood-
ward, William H. Evrington.
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Eunomia No.5—Robert C. Brickell. )

Marion No. 12—S, L. Washhurn, Albert P. Hinton.

Eufauta N0. 24—Theodore Spurlock, Henry Thomas.

Pickensyille No. 36.—Carl F. Yagle, Henry W. Doss, Joseph S. Walker,
Sampson N. Ferguson. )

Camden No. 40.—Malcom McNeill,

Choctaw No.44.—John A Russell, ,

Rockford N0O. 62—John R. Steely, Isam L. Lee, John W. Bailey, John C.
Penton, R. Simeon Penton. ,

Midway NO. 72—James McCormick.

Danvil1e No. 78—W. B. Carter.

Suspended for Unmasonic Conduct.

] el g L Liicglgosa Ne.-§
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1872.
Chapters that were reR[esented ...... e
Members reported at this CONVOCALION  oovvvvvvvvsrvmsmmssmssrmsssssnsnnes 1914
Dues received at this CONVOCALION.....ccvmvvessvrsssssirnns $1,229 50
WORK OP THE TEAR.
AT e, 138
T T 131
Recelved and ACKNOWIRAGRL. ....ovvrvmvsersrmsmmsmssrssmssmssssssssssssssssssssnnes 1R
]| C11 123
Affiliated.... 3
Rejected.. 9
*Dimitted.... 16
Died! , 44
Suspended for NNMASONIC CONAUCE...vv.vcvvvsvssvssvrsrssissersesersessessesssssessnses 2
EXpelled. ... 0
Suspended for nON-PaYMENt OF QUES.....uvuwvrmrmrmsmmmssmmsmmssmsmmsssessnssnns 9
REINSTALEA....ovvvrvvvrsrssssrsssssssssinns 18
STATE OP THE CHAPTERS.
Chapters square Upon the DOOKS.......wwmvrermmmsmmssmmssmsssmssmsssessssssssssesssssnens 45
Chapters delinQUeNT. ... 18
Charters forfeited............... 3

Whole number at the end 0f the Year.........rmrmmmmmmmmmmsmnnns 101
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Notice to Subordinate Chapters.

_Officers of Subordinate Cha?,ters, and especially High Priests and Secreta-
ries, are requested to take particular notice of thé following :

“ Any Chapter under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter failing to as-
semble’once |n any year, (at leastonce in any year, is the ,meamngp or being
represented in this Grand Chapter for three yéars successively, o fail for twd
successive years to make their returns, and pay the dues required by the third
section of this article, the charter of such chapter shall be forfeited.”—(See
Section 2, Article I11, ofthe By-Laws ofthe Grand Chapter.)

BEWMt<pe»T GRIGPTIEIS 1872

DELINQUENT IN REPRESENTATION ONE YEAR.

NO. B s James L.Daniel.
. ...Pickensville.

44... Choctaw
“ 65, Kussell,
S L Danville
© Bl ——————— Jefferson. .
0L —— ——— George D. Norris,
DELINQUENT IN REPRESENTATION AND DUES ONE TEAR.
A Phenix.
T Courtland.
30 i s s —— James Penn.
B 3 —————— Hermon.
“53. chee.
. Suggsville.
ghanon.
“ Lower Peach Tree
: Elyton

..Greenville.
Columbus.

CHARTERS FORFEITED.

Numbers 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 29, 81, 33, 38, 39, 41, 42, 45, 46, 47, 48,
49,50, 51, 52, 56, 58, 59, 60, 61, 68, 72, 73, 74, 5, 77, 82, 90, 9.
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0. Albama.......cowovvsrens - Danlel SE?/re .............................. .-Montgomery.
1. ArKansas ... - 1111

2. California ..vvvmovesrens - CharlesL LTV o LT——

RO TIT: 11 Thomas B. HArTIS................

4, Connecticut... ...Joseph K. Wheeler .. ... . Hartford.
5 District of Columbia.. ..Charles W. Hancock..............

6. DelaWare. .. o John P. Allmond.....ccnns

1. Florida e William M. McIntosh..............

I CT:T0 (] . James Emmett Blackshear.. . Macon

9. [llinois. ..James H. Miles ... Chicago.
10. Indiana. . ..John M. Bramwell

1L Towa..... William B. Langrid ... Muscatine.
12. Kansas Erasmus T. Carr........ . o
13, Kentuck .John M. S McCorkle......... . Louisville.
11 Louisiana.. ...James C. Batchelor, M.D

15, MAINe. ovvvcvvvvsvvrrmsrvnnss s [ =111 T

16. Maryland.......n: + William AL Wentz ...

1. Massachusetts ................ Zebulon H. Thomas, Jr......... . Boston.
18, Michigan ..o . James Eastman Johnson......... Centreville.
20, MiSSISSIPPi.vcvvsvsrnrnns - JONN L. POWEr...ovnsirns . Jackson.
21. Missourt......... Georgle Frank Gouley ... Saint Louis.
22. Nebraska....... Daniél H. Wheeler..

23. New Hampsh ... Abel Hutchins........

24, New Jersey........ ...John Woolverton.... .. ..Trenton.
2. NewYork...... -.Christopher G. FOX........... . Buffalo.
26. North Carolina ..Thomas B. Carr ...

27. Nova Scotia......ccvvrnr © TR CTO Y

28, 0RI0..vvvvves v James NesDIth ..., - Troy.

ZA O] 100 P .. Richard P. Earhart........... . Salém.

30. Pennsylvania. ... - JONN TROMSON.....rrr

31 Tthode Island............... ...George H. Burnham............. . Providence.
32. South Caroling............ . Augustine T. Smythe...........

33, TONNESSEL . vvvmmrrrrrrirres +- John Frizzell.............

34, Texas ... ....RobertBrewster ........... ....Houston,
35. Vermont William H. S. Whitcom Burlington.
36. Virginia..... John Dove, M. D..... .. Richmand.
31. WestVirgi Odell S. Long..........

38, Wisconsin.... . William T. Palmer..

39. United StateS........ourr.. Christopher G. FOX.mmn + Buffalo.



APTERS UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE GRAND CHAPTER

REi

HIGH PRIEST. SECRETARY.

COUNTY. POST OFFICE.

LOCATION.
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Montgomery, December 0,1872.

The Council of High Priests for the State of Alabama
met at its Hall, inthe city of Montgomery, at 3o’clock P. M.

PRESENT.
Comp. Nathaniel T. Lupton . President.
Comp. Eichard P. K 0ot Vice President.
Comp. Andrew J. Blair, S.. mrrmsrrnnnn Chaplain.
Comp. James M ilt0 N wvnsmmmsssnsssneesssssssnns Treasurer.
Comp. Lee W. B attle, @S Becorder.
Comp. Myles J. Greene i Master of C.
Comp. Henry Clay Armstrong, @S Conductor,
Comp. Peleg Brown, aS..mmmmmmmmmminnn: Herald.
Comp. James M. Brundidge, as Steward.

MEMBERS present.

Companions Augustus P. Evans, Benjamin Dowd, Isaiah
B. Smaw, Palmer J. Pillans. _

‘A Council of High Priests was opened in Ample Form,
with solemn and apgroprlate ceremonies. _

Petitions for the Order of High Priesthood, accompanied
by the proper and necessary vouchers of having been
elected and installed to preside over Chapters of Eoyal
Arch Masons, and the requisite contribution, were pre-
sented by—
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Companion James E. Cobb, of Tuskegee No. 43.
Companion George W. Taylor, bf Kock Mills No. 100.
Companion William S. Foster, of Mobile No. 21.
Companion Walter C. Jackson, of Montgomery No. 22.
Companion Henry W. Baker, of Eufaula No. 24,
Companion John"N. Browder, of Montgomery No. 22,
Companion Zadoc J. Daniel, of Eufaula No. 24.
And were referred to a committee of three companions,
who recommended that they be admitted to the Order;
and a ballot was accordmgly had, and th&/ were elected.
The applicants (except Companion Henry W. Baker,
who was absent,) were then introduced, set apart, and con-
secrated to the Order of High Priesthood in solemn form.
The Council proceeded to the election of officers for the
erllsumg year, and the following companions were duly
elected:

Nathaniel T. L Uupton o e President.
Bichard E. K N0 ttnsissssnns Yice President.
JoNN No BTOW Q8T mmmvmmmrmssnsmmsssssssnssnsnnnnns Chaplain,
JAMES M ITEO N e Treasurer.

Lee W.Battle s Eecorder.
James E. CobD s Master of C.
I5aiah B. SMaW...mccssssmsmsesssssssnns Conductor.
William S FOSEET.  ooooeeeeerssssssssssssssssssnns Herald.
George W. Taylor s Steward.

The minutes were read and approved.
The Council of High Priests was closed in Solemn Form
until the next Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter

of Alabama.
LEE W. BATTLE,
Recorder.



