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PROCEEDINGS.

The M. Ex. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of
Alabama held its Forty-third Annual Grand Convocation
at the Masonic Hall, in the city of Montgomery on Tues-
g‘ayl, th%g& day of December, A. D., 1869, A. L. 5869,

. Inv. 2399,

PRESENT:

PELEG BROWN....oooovmsmrmsrsmssmssssssmssssssssssssssssssnenn Grand High Priest.
H. CLAY ARMSTRONG....c.ocommmmmsmmmmsrmmmsmsmssessssnn Deputy G. H. Priest.
JAMES B. LUCKIE ..o Grand King.
JAMES M. DEDMAN.......covvimmmsmsmmssssmsssmsssssmsssssnnns Grand Scribe.
EDMUND M. HASTINGS Grand Treasurer.
DANIEL SAYRE...mmmissssssississssissins Grand Secretary.
ANDERSON G. COPELAND, pro tem Grand Chaplain.
MYLES J. GREENE Grand C.of the Host
WILLIAM E. BEAIRD Grand P. Sojourner.
MARTIN G. SLAUGHTER. ... Grand R. A. C.
MORTIMER M. COOKE........mmmmmmmmmmmmmssensinn Grand M. 3 Y.
WILEY W. BLOODWORTH, pro tem...mmmme: Grand M. 2 Y.
HENRY W. CLARK, Pro tem....ommmmmmmminns Grand M. 1.
JAMES DAYIDSON Grand Sentinel.

PAST GRAND OFFICERS:
WILLIAM P. CHILTON Grand High Priest.
DAYID CLOPTON...oormrvmrmsmmsrmsssmsmmssssssssssssssssssnsss Grand High Priest.
GEORGE D. NORRIS Grand High Priest.
JAMES MCCALEB WILEY .o D. G. High Priest.

THOMAS C. HARTWELL..
RICHARD F. KNOTT.. /.
JAMES M. BRUNDIDGE..... .Grand King.
HUMPHREY S. SHELTON. ..Grand King.
ISAAC W. SUTTLE......conn .Grand King.
JAMES H. JOINER....iisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns Grand King.
MALICHI W, DAVIS...imsissssssssssssssssssnssons Grand Scribe.
STEPHEN C. WILLIAMS Grand Scribe.
PALMER J. PILLANS orsssssssssssssssssssssisens Grand Scribe.

....... D. G. High Priest.
D. G. High Priest.
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The M. Ex. Grand Royal Arch Chapter was opened in
Ample Form. _

Prayer by the R. Ex. and Rev. Grand Chaplain, Com-
panion Anderson G. Copeland. . .

Companion Harvey G. Hazelrigg, Grand High Prigst of
the Grand Chapter of Indiana, and Representative of the
Grand Chapter of Alabama near that Grand Chapter,
being announced at the door, a_committee consisting ot
Companions William C. Penick, Richard E. Knott, James
E. Cobb, and the Grand Captain of the Host—Companion
Myles J. Greene—was appointed to wait upon him, and
invite him to visit the Grand Chaiqter. ‘Upon entering he
was received with the usual formalities, introduced to the
%omptamons, and seated upon the right of the Grand High

riest.

The M. Ex. Grand High Priest delivered his Annual Ad-
dress, and on motion of Companion Edmund M. Hastings,
it was referred to a Special Committee_of three: and the
Deputy Grand High® Priest, Companion H. Clay Arm-
strong, appointed the committee as follows :

Companions Myles J. Greene, James H. Joiner, Palmer
J. Pillans.
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Companions of the Grand Chapter:

Another year with its cares, its toils, its pleasures, and its sorrows, has
been added to the journey of life. Under the superintending care of an
over ruling Providence, we have again assembled within the veils of our
sacred sanctuary to mingle in council, to deliberate upon the past ; draw
designs ; lay our plans ; stimulate and encourage each other, and to use
our best endeavor to promote the harmony and welfare of our time hon-
ored institution.

Some whose familiar faces we have been accustomed to see we miss ;
they have finished their labors and gone to receive their reward. Among
them we miss our aged and honored Companion Thomas McDougal, who
s0 long and faithfully served this Grand Chapter as Sentinel ; he died on
the 27th of May last, and the last sad honors to the aged and faithful ma-
son were paid to his memory. Let his name rest upon the tablets of our
Order.

It is a source of much gratification to me to state, that as far asmy
knowledge extends, harmony continues to prevail throughout our juris-
diction ;and in the discharge of my official duties but one single instance
has occurred of an unpleasant nature, and that in the Mobile Chapter No.
21, my parent Chapter, in which | received all my degrees, and | fear that
[ would fail in the discharge of my duty should I omit to report it.

This Chapter has made little effort to conform to the work established
by the Grand Chapter, but on the contrary has opposed it, as it conflicted
with a work received from an itinerant lecturer from another jurisdiction.
This year having elected a new High Priest, | was in hopes the opposi-
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tion would entirely cease. On the first convocation for work under their
new officers, | availed myself of the opportunity of being present, but not
in my official capacity ; and witnessing so much discrepancy in the work,
differing from that of the Grand Chapter, | sought an interview with the
High Priest on the following day, and to my surprise learned from him
that he was not aware that the Grand Chapter had adopted any mode of
work and lectures, and that he had been so informed by his predecessors,
and that for two years past no work had been reported, and that he was
working by their assistance and under their direction. | then attempted
to disabuse his mind, when he informed me that any information I might
give him in a private interview he would not consider binding, and that
it would be necessary for me to address him an official communication, in
order that he might lay it before his Chapter for consideration. Accord-
ingly on the 27th of October, last, | addressed him an official communi-
cation, stating that | would pay his Chapter an official visit at their next
regular convocation, at which time | would point out the discrepancies |
had observed, and give such instruction as my duty required, and ex-
pressed a desire to see a full attendance of the members, especially the
officers, his chapter being a large one, numbering over one-hundred and
fifty members. At the appointed time | was announced and was received
with courtesy, but upon entering was much mortified to find only six of
their own members present, the High Priest being prevented by sickness,
although it was their regular monthly convocation for the transaction of
business, and it was only by the assistance of visiting companions they
were able to open their chapter, two past High Priests of their chapter
being among the number present.

| explained the object of my visit by quoting Sec. 1, Art. I; Sec. 5, Art.
HI; Sec. 2, Art. N, of the By-Laws of the Grand Chapter. After which |
reported the ceremonies and -work of the Mark 'Degree, giving some in-
structions in relation to the other degrees, and having been told that it
was not my duty to teach the work | did not entertain any argument
upon its merits or demerits, but claiming the right to tell them what it
was, and call their attention to their duty.

| then by special request proceeded to close the chapter, prompting in
the ceremonies; some of which were objected to, and to which the C. H.,
one of the Past High Priests, positively refused to conform.
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| regret exceedingly to have to call the attention of the Grand Chapter
to such an unpleasant matter, but knowing the strong opposition to the
work which has so long been maifested, | have been exceedingly cautious
and disposed to avoid any interference if I could possibly do so ; but with
the spirit manifested, and the reception I had met with on a former occa-
sion, | could not remain silent and discharge my obligations to the Grand
Chapter.

It is truly to be regretted that the Grand Chapter, after so much labor
and expense, should fail to make some of her light shine even in the dark-
est corners of her jurisdiction, and | hope some steps will be taken at
this Grand Convocation to get the candle from under the bushel.

In my last address I directed your attention to the importance of estab-
lishing some mode by which the work and lectures of the Grand Chapter
could be more effectually and rapidly disseminated. That part relating
to the increase of the committee was referred to a special committee to
report at this convocation, and | hope they will come prepared to make
their report, and if the plan suggested should not be deemed sufficient by
them, 1 hope they will suggest some other for the accomplishment of this
most desirable object; for the present plan | fear is inadequate. The
work having been so long established aud re-adopted from year to year
by the Grand Chapter, | hope, if no other than the present mode is con-
tinued, the committee may have full and ample time allowed them to
make their report, so thatif any defects appear they may be pointed out
and corrected.

During my masonic experience my attention has been so much directed
to this subject I cannot forbear pressing the matter before you. There are
evils to be corrected which in my humble judgement can only be done by
a correct and uniform dissemination of the work, and that under the im-
mediate patronage of the Grand Chapter. We are apparently in a pro-
gressive age, our whole country is flooded with what is termed masonic
literature, and much of it I am sorry to say is useless trash, and which |
fear is doing more to demoralize and destroy the harmony and usefulness
of our beloved Order than all things else put together ; and what is still
worse, much of this trash is found upon the shelves and vended by those
who profess to be Masons.  Such things may serve for the time to tickle
the fancy aud satisfy the curiosity, but in the end will kill, and lead their
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patrons into a Babel or the condition of the Lost Tribes, where they will
be totally unable to make themselves known or to trace their genealogy.

On the 5th of May last I received a memorial from Hartwell Chapter
No. 58, stating that circumstances beyond their control compelled them
to tender the surrender of their Charter; also requesting that they might
be permitted to retain their effects, hoping that at a future day they would
be able to resume their labors and have their Charter restored to them. |
have placed these papers in the hands of the Grand Secretary and they
will be laid before you at the proper time.

I now beg leave to call your attention to Sec. 2, Art. Ill, of the By-
Laws of the Grand Chapter ; that part which says, “any Chapter failing
to assemble once in any year;” also that part which says “the Charter
shall be forfeitedboth these phrases are susceptible of two applica-
tions ; the first whether it means a masonic year, beginning and ending
with our masonic year, or a year ending twelve months from the time of
beginning ; the second, whether a Charter is forfeited until so declared,
if not, whether they may continue their work until so declared. These
questions have been propounded to me, and | have made my decision as
will appear in the answers, and whether right or wrong, | desire that the
Grand Chapter may make a ruling, that there may be no doubt enter-
tained hereafter.

The following questions have been submitted, to which I have returned
answers as follows :

Q.—A petition being received without the accompanying fee (the peti-
tioner being a Minister of the Gospel) and forwhich cause it was rejected,
would a reconsideration of the ballot at a future convocation be proper
on payment of the fee ?

Ans.—First, by provision of Sec. 5, Art. 1V, of the By-Laws of the
Grand Chapter, there is no free list; the fee must always accompany the
petition.  Second, after the ballot has been declared it cannot lawfully be
reconsidered, except by request of the parties casting the black ball, and
that by the unanimous consent of all present, and that before any com-
panion has left the Hall; for after that all action on the petition is ended,
and it can only come up again on a new petition, which must take the
regular course.

Q—An office becoming vacant during the term, how shall it be filled ?
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Ans.—By an appointment made by the presiding officer, or by an elec-
tion held under a Special Dispensation.

Q.—Can an officer resign during the term for which he has been duly
elected and installed, and for what cause may an office become vacant ?

Ans.—He cannot properly do so, and the office is vacated only by a re-
moval from the jurisdiction or by death.

Q—Can any of the preparatory degrees of the Chapter be opened with-
out first convening and opening the Chapter ?

Ans.—By the ruling of the Grand Chapter, the Chapter must always be
convened and organized with a constitutional number present, the offi-
cers recorded in their respective stations, then if there is no business to
come before the Chapter, the ceremonies of opening may be dispensed
with, and either of the preparatory degrees opened for work, officers re-
suming their respective stations.

Q.—Can a Chapter having failed to assemble for fifteen months legally
hold a convocation 1

Ans.—Any Chapter failing to assemble once in any year its Charter shall
be declared forfeited —(See (By-Laws Urand Chapter, Sec. 2, Art. 111.)

Q—If a Chapter should hold a convocation after the forfeiture of its
Charter what is the effect ?

Ans.—It would be illegal, and the only power to reinstate them in pos-
session of their Charter is the Grand Chapter,

Q—Would the officers and members of a Chapter that had forfeited its
Charter be subject to discipline for holding such illegal convocation?

Ans.—They would if it had been so declared, for after the Charter has
heen declared forfeited they have no authority to use it until it is restored
to them, and the only power to do that is the Grand Chapter itself; the
Grand High Priest can only give authority through a dispensation to con-
tinue until the next Annual Grand Convocation.

Q—What construction do you put upon that portion of Sec. 2 of Art.
[1l of the By-Laws of the Grand Chapter, which says “any Chapter in
the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter failing to meet once in any year.”

Ans.—Twelve calendar months make one year. Our years of the Chris-
tian erawe reckon from and begin on the first day of January. The
years of an event begin the day the event occurs. A child born to-day,
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at the expiration of twelve months is one year old; that is clear. A
Chapter failing to meet at her regular time, and continuing to fail for
twelve months, has failed in the spirit of the By-Law of the Grand Chap-
ter. Thevord any in the By-Law, in my judgement, covers the whole
ground ; that is, the year beginning the day the event occurs and ending
twelve months from that day ; if any other construction is allowed, a
Chapter might remain dormant two years before she could be reached by
the constitution ; as for instance, meet January 1st, 1869, and remain dor-
mant until December 3Lst, 1870 ; yet you might say you have met once
in each year, but you have not met once in each year of your life.

Q—Is a companion eligible to be elected to the office of High Priest of
a Chapter who is not a member of the same ?

Ans.—He isnot. It could not legally and properly be done.

Q.—Would it be proper for a Chapter to postpone an election for a High
Priest until after the time prescribed by the constitution, to enable a com-
panion to dimit from another Chapter and affiliate, in order to make him
eligible for the office of High Priest?

Ans.—It would not.  Sec. 9, Art. 111 of the By-laws of the Grand Chap-
ter says, “every Chapter shall, annually, at the regular convocation im-
mediately preceding the anniversary in June, elect. Therefore, if practi-
cable, an election should be held, after which it would require a special
dispensation authorizing the same.

Q.—Would a delay, or postponement of an election, for the purpose of
giving a companion an opportunity to dimifc from another Chapter and
affiliate, so as to make him eligible for office, be a proper case for the use
of the dispensing power?

Ans.—It would not, for it would be a clear case of evading the consti-
tution, and the exercise of such extraordinary power would make the
High Priest a party to such action. In all cases, if practicable, the con-
stitution should be complied with; the dispensing power of the High
Priest should only be used in cases of emergency, or where the good of
the Order requires, and unforeseen events prevent a strict compliance with
the constitution.

Q.—Is a companion who has never been elected and served in the office
of King or Scribe, eligible to the office of High Priest ?
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Ans.—The constitution and regulations of the Grand Chapter are silent
on this subject. Anciently the Master’s Degree was the highest known in
Masonry, and having received that degree, the recipients were entitled to
all the benefits, although by the ruling of the Grand Lodge it is now oth-
erwise. No rule prevails in the Grand Chapter that would exclude any
worthy Companion B. A. Mason from heing elected to the highest office
in the Chapter. The Chapter Degrees being a part of Ancient Craft Ma-
sonry, their present organization is of modern Origin, and | think not
governed by the rule in reference to subordination in the Blue Lodge.
Therefore | decide, that until there is some ruling to the contrary, any
companion who is qualified is eligible to serve as High Priest when duly
installed. In making this decision | am aware that I am in conflict with
the ruling of the Grand Lodge, but I am induced to do it, believing, as I
do, that true merit should be the only test, and as being in accordance
with the true spirit and meaning of the Ancient Constitutions compiled
by Anderson, wherein it says, “all preferment among masonsis grounded
upon real worth and personal merit only.”

Q—Would it be in order to entertain a motion concurred in at a previ-
ous convocation granting a dimit ?

Ans.—I think not.—(See Chapter Cede of Alabama, Page 46, Rule 8.

Q.—Can a companion dimit without some reason given more than a de-
sire to withdraw from the Chapter, or to sever his connection with the
fraternity?

Ans.—I think the light of a companion in good standing to dimit can-
not be denied. But | think the companions have a rightto know his
reasons, else how are they to know he is entitled to a dimit in good com-
panionship. | would recommend a careful perusal of the Ancient Con-
stitutions and Kegulations on this subject.

This comprises all the decisions | have made during vacation that |
consider of much importance ; there are others too plain to admit of
doubt, with which I do not wish to cumber this report, for | fear I have
already indulged in too much repetition, and been more lengthy than is
necessary ; but as many of these questions are often asked, my object has
heen to bring them to a point, for your ruling, as your wisdom may di-
ect, that they may be settled for future reference.
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| have granted Special Dispensations to the following named Chapters
to elect officers, they for good reasons given, having failed to elect at the
proper time, viz.:

June 26th to Choctaw Chapter No. 44.

July 1st to Zerubbabel Chapter No. 56.

August 19th to Tuscumbia Chapter No. 10.

On the 26th of May 1 visited Jefferson Chapter No. 81. 1 found this
Chapter in a flourishing condition, and an earnest desire manifested to
conform strictly to the work and lectures of the Grand Chapter.  Assisted
in the work of all the degrees, and exalted a class.

On the 19th of July I visited Eufaula Chapter, No. 24 ; did no work ;
gave them instruction in the work and lectures ; the intelligence and
zeal manifested by the officers and members bespeak the prosperity of
this Chapter. 1 have had frequent invitations to visit and give instruc-
tion, and regret | have not been able to do so in all cases, and 1 hope the
Grand Chapter will make some provision for the accomplishment of this
most important object.

Onthe 2d of May last I received credentials from the M. E. Grand
High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Tennessee, and on the 3d of Novem-
ber from the M. E. Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Indiana,
appointing me the representative of their respective Grand Chapters near
the Grand Chapter of Alabama, which are herewith submitted, and I hope
you will receive and accredit me as such ; and for this courtesy extended
| have appointed and forwarded credentials to Companion Jonathan S.
Dawson as our representative near the Grand Chapter of Tennessee, and
to Companion Harvey G. Hazelrigg as our representative near the Grand
Chapter of Indiana, both of which have been accepted, and which Xhope
will meet your approval, and | would strongly recommend the system of
representation with our sister Grand Bodies. 1t has already been adopted
by many of them, and when fully and properly carried out, and used not
as a sinecure, but as a medium of correspondence between the differ-
ent Grand Bodies, | believe it will be productive of much good, andbring
us in closer connection, and more strongly cement us in the bands of
brotherly love and friendship.

The committee to whom was referred the duty of providing for the
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establishing a Council of the Order of High Priesthood failed to make
their report at our last Convocation ; 1 hope they will come prepared to
do so at this, as many are in waiting desirous of receiving the Orders.

On the 5th of November last I received a circular letter from Compan-
ion John D. Caldwell, General Grand Secretary of the General Grand
Chapter of the United States, enclosing a decree announcing that the
Grand Chapter of lowa had rescinded the resolution tending to sever their
connection with the General Grand Chapter of the United States, and had
returned to their allegiance; also, that the Grand Chapter of Florida had
become a member of the General Grand Chapter. The decree is herewith
submitted.

Recognition and Welcome to M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Florida.
M. EX. GRAND CHAPTER OP IOWA REUNITES WITH GEN. GBAND CHAPTEE U. S,
........ @ —
OFFICE OF GENERAL GBAND SECRETARY
OP THE

GENERAL GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER,

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Cincinnati, 0., Octobeb 27th, A. D., 1869,
Sixty-third year of organization, A. 1. 2399,

The following official documents, filed in this office, are communicated to the
Boyal Craft for information and observance.
In behalf of the General Grand Chapter.
JOHN H. CALDWELL,
[L.S] General Grand Secretary.

Office of the Gen.Gk.High Phiest of the Gen. Gb. B. A.Chapter,
Of the United States of America.

New York, October 25th, 1869.

To whomsoever it may concern, and especially all Royal Arch Masons ac-
knowledgln%theJurlsdlctlon of the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons of the United States of America, Greeting :

“Whereas, The Grand Boyal Arch Chapter of Florida, at a regular convo-
cation, held in the city of Tallahassee, commencing on the Lith day of Jan-
uary, 1869, did adopt the following Preamble and Resolution, to-wit:



16 PROCEEDINGS OP THE [1869.

“Wheeeas, The General Grand Chapter of the United States of America,
waiving all matters heretofore in controversy, relative to the organization of
this Grand Chapter, thereby admitting the regularity of the sanie, has most
cordially and fraternally invited this Grand Chapter t0 become a constitutional
member thereof.” , o

“ Resolved, That this Grand Chapter accept such invitation, in atrue ma-
sonic spirit, and will hereafter bear allegiance and support to the said General
Grand Chapter™

“ Adopted by the Grang Chapter the 13th day of January, 1869.

ttest:
[L.S] “EDWARD BRADFQRD, Je.,
Grand Secretary."

Now, therefore, I, James 51. Austin, General Grand ,ngh Priest of the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, of the United States of America,
do hereby order and direct; that said Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Florida be
received and enrolled under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter of
the United States, and be hailed and recognized accordingly. ]

The present opportunity is embraced, o show the Companions of Florida,
a warm and gienerous welcome to the family of Grand Chapters form-
ing the General Grand Chapter of the United States, and to congratulate the
Royal Cr%ft, L#]pon this auspicious exhibition of fraternal love and the spirit
masonry teaches.

The General Grand High Priest avails himself of this occasion, to offer to
the Royal Craft his earnest congratulations upon the fact, that the Grand
Chapter of lowa, at its late convocation, rescinded its resolutions of with-
drawal, resuming its place in the National Compact.

TheR.E.John D, Caldwert, General Grand Secretary, is hereby charged
with the promulgation of this decree.

Given under my hand and private seal, at the city of New York, the day and
year first above written. JAMES M. AUSTIN

General Grand High Priest.

In my first address I called the attention of the Grand Chapter to the
resolution adopted in 1861, tending to sever our connection with the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter of the United-States ; also to the action of that body
on the subject at their triennial convocation in Saint Louis in 1868 ; and
by reference to our proceedings it appears that no action was had on the
subject. In referring to the matter at that time | was unable to trace the
History of our Grand Chapter as clearly as | desired. Since publishing
the Chapter Code, compiled by our Grand Secretary, and taking that in
connection with the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter in 1826,
| find the History more complete. 1t appears that the first attempt to
form a Grand Chapter in this State was made in 1823 under the authority
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of the General Grand High Priest, Dewitt Clinton ; but it was attended
with many embarrassing circumstances. The necessary quorum it ap-
pears could not he obtained to meet the requirements of the General
Grand Constitution ; yetin May 21st, 1823, it was so declared, and a con-
stitution adopted, and Grand Officers elected. But at no time does it ap-
pear that representatives from more than two Chapters were present.
Still the so-called Grand Chapter continued to meet from time to time
and to grant Charters ; but frequently failing for want of a quorum. On
one occasion the Grand Secretary met, “called the roll, no one an-
swering, he adjourned himself.” Difficulties now began to arise, Ala-
bama Chapter at Cahaba and Monroe Chapter at Claiborne, refusing to
acknowledge the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter, and for which the
Grand Chapter declared them irregular. At this time, there being only
four Chapters in the State, deriving their authority from the General
Grand Chapter of the United States, viz.,, Tuscaloosa, Mobile, Alabama,
and Monroe, and the two latter declared irregular for refusing allegiance
to the Grand Chapter. Monroe Chapter memorialized the General Grand
Chapter of the United States, remonstrating against the Grand Chapter
of Alabama. The Grand Chapter also sent a communication to the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter, setting forth the difficulty, both of which were laid
hefore the General Grand Chapter at their convocation in 1826, and which
were referred to a committee who reported a series of resolutions, which
may be found in the compendium of the proceedings of the General Grand
Chapter, page 80, which were unanimously adopted, and which caused a
re-formation or the forming of this Grand Chapter, June 2d, 1827, by the
four Chapters above named, acknowledging allegiance to, and under the
authority of the General Grand Chapter of the United States.

Thus, my companions, | have given you a short synopsis of the History
of our Grand Chapter, and, under all the circumstances, it is clear to my
mind, that we erred in passing the resolution we did in 1861, tending to
sever our connection, and that it ought not to have been done without
the consent of the General Grand Body ; our obligations as masons |

2
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think should have prompted a different course, for she is our parent who
gave us power and authority, and brought us out of difficulty when in
trouble. The only argument | have ever heard used, is that it is an un-
necessary and useless body and clothed with too much power. Of the
former she may be to us at this time, and | hope no emergency in our
affairs may ever arise to make it necessary for us to appeal to her again to
settle our difficulties ; and of the latter, if that be the case, by a careful
perusal of her constitution I cannot see it, and if she should attempt to
usurp a power not ceded, or disturb a landmark, we all know by the rules
of our Order her acts would be void, it having ever been conceded, “that
it is not in the power of any man or body of men to make innova-
tions.”

This last is the “consideration™ which prompted me in my former ad-
dress to urge the rescinding of that resolution, for I do fear the motives
that prompted in passing the resolution were very improper, and have a
tendency to disturb one of the most sacred landmarks of our Order ; and
| believe every companion who hears me to-day, if he will read the pro-
ceedings of this Grand Chapter for 1861, page 17, must come to the same
conclusion, and | hope the resolution referred to will be erased from the
statutes of this Grand Chapter—with equal propriety could not one of the
subordinates of this Grand Chapter do the same thing !

With these thoughts | leave the subject for your careful consideration,
and if you do not view the matter as I do, I shall feel at least that | have
discharged my duty, in again bringing the matter before you. It is not
the advantages or disadvantages of a General Grand Body that | am urg-
ing, but it is the propriety of such an act for such a cause.

And now, companions, | have laid before you my official acts for the
past year ; nothing of an embarrassing nature has occurred implying any
doubt in my mind as to the proper course to pursue, and it is with much
pleasure that I congratulate the Craft upon the general prosperity of the
Order ; and without trespassing farther upon your patience, I will close
with a most earnest desire that all our proceedings may be characterized
with harmony and brotherly love, and that each companion may return to
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his home with the full satisfaction of having discharged his duty, and of
having done something to promote the honor, interest, and welfare, of

our time-honored Order.
PELEG BROWN,

Grand High Priest.
Montgomeky, Dec. 7th, 1869.

The Grand Secretary made his Annual Report, and it
was received and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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rerd OCtAIG'S Al [fot

GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA,
Gband Seceetaby’s Office,

_ Montgomery, Ala., Dee. 7, 1809.
Companions:—The accounts and vouchers herewith submitted will
show the amount of money received, disbursed, and paid over since the
last annual convocation of the Grand Chapter. _
As soon after the close of the Grand Chapter in December, 1868, as it
was possible to do so, | had 491 copies of the Chapter Code of Alabama
printed and bound in handsome hook form, at a cost of three hundred
and fifty dollars. One hundred dollars was paid to the committee for pre-
paring the Code, and fifty dollars to the Grand Secretary for superintend-
Ing the prmtmE and sale ; making the cost within a fraction of one dol-

lar e”r copy. Fifty-seven copies have been sold, and the account stands
as follows :
Copies of Chapter Code of Alabama 491
S 0] [+ 57
© 0N NANG s [ 434—491
For these 57 copies the money has been paid over to the Grand Treas-
urer. I .
All of which is fraternally submitted. DANIEL SAYRE,
Grand Secretary.
Gband Chaptee of Alabama, t

In account with DANIEL SAYEE,
Grand Secretary.

1868. , CR. _
Dec'r 8. By dues received at Annual Convocation of 1868.—(See

printed Proceedings, pp. 61 and 62..........wevmeersrnn $759 00
DR.
Dec'r 21 To amount paid over to Grand Treasurer................... $759 00

DANIEL SAYRE,

Grand Secretary.
Montgomeey, December 7, 1869 y
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Gband Chaptee op Alabama,

In Accountwith DANIEL 8AYRE,
Grand Secretary.

1868. CE.
Dec’r 21.  ByContingent Fund $1,000 00
1850, | BACK DUES.
May 10. ByGreenyille NO. 90 575
June L By Marion NO. 12....mmmnsesssessssessne 25
AUgT 19, BYCYIUS NO. B .vvcrrsivvsssmsssmsssmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 100 00
EBBOBt
Aug't 7. Byerror in Suggsville NO. 55w 400
$1,110 00
1868. DR.
COMMITTEE ON WOBK.
Decr 12, To paid Jo H. Johnson 4
P I-f Hay Armstrong 4% 88
POBEIGN COBEESPONDENCE.
Decr1l. To P. J. Pillans 100 00
GBAND SENTINEL.
Delcéggﬂ. To Thomas McDoUgal.... s 15 00
April 2. T0 Barrett & BrOWN ..o 260 50
15, T0 P0oStage. .. 20 00
May 10. To Express 1T -1 50
OCtT 28 T0 RENT. .oocrvrsrssmnsrrsssessssssnssenn 150 00
Dec’r 1. To Grand Treasurer..... e 479 50

1,110 00— s1,110 00
DANIEL SAYRE,

Grand Secretary.
Montgomeby, December 7, 1869. Y

The Grand Treasurer made his Annual Eeport, and it
was received and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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E. M. HASTINGS, Gband Tbeastjeeb,

1868.
Dec’r 8.

21.

1869.

Decr 1

1868.
Dec'r 12.

18.
21.

1869.

May 18,
July 10.
Dec'r 7.

1869.

In account with the M. W. Grand Chapter of Alahama.

DR.
To halance cash on hand this day $1,62765
To cash from Grand Secretary 75900
To cash from Grand Secretary 536 50
$2,923 15

CR.

Voucher.
By paid appropriation to James Penn,

yP pG. H. Bpp .................................................. $ 250 00

: 1

By paid Grand Treasurer’s salary for 1868. 2 100 00
By paid Daniel Sayre Grand Sec'y salary. .. 3 400 00
S “ Contingent Fund 151 1,000 00

“ appropriation for Code 100 00
By paid Daniel Sayre Grand Secretary...... b 50 00
By Eald Barrett & Brown for printing Code 7 350 00
By balance cash on hand..........mmmmmmmmmmmmmmnns 673 15
$2,923 15

DR.

$ 673 15
E. M. HASTINGS,
Grand Treasurer.

Gbang Tkeastjbeb’s Oeeige,
anﬂﬂonfﬁaﬁ{e?y,sDeec?ﬁ,e 1869.
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Comeanlon Palmer J. Pillans, Chairman of the Commit-
tee on Foreign Correspondence, submitted his report, and
the report was, received and ordered to he spread upon the
record, and printed with the proceedings— (See Ap endlx_.t)
Companion George D. Norris, Chairman of the Commit-
tee on the Order “of High Priesthood, made the follow-
ing report, and the report was received, and ordered to be
spread upon the record and printed with the proceedings.

REPORT ON THE ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTHOOD.

To the Grand Chapter of Alabama :

We, your committee appointed in 1869 to procure and introduce the
Order of High Priesthood into this Grand Jurisdiction, beg leave to_re-
ort : That one of your committee, Companion George D. Norris, visited
ashville, Tenn,, in the month of October last, and received the
order, and with the assistance of M. E. Grand High Priest, H. G. Hazel-
r[?g, of Indiana, together with Companion R. F. Knott, opened a Coun-
cil of High Priests, and proceeded to confer the Order upon thirty High
Priests and Past High Priests; that they have organized a Council and
elected officers in accordance with the rules and regulations thereof, and
beg leave to have the organization and proceedings printed with the
proceedings of the Grand Chapter.
Fraternally submitted,
GEORGE D. NORRIS,
E. M. HASTINGS,
Committee.

Companion Palmer J. Pillans, from the Committeg on
Masonic Jurisprudence, made the following report, and the
report was received and concurred in.

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE.

Tothe M. E Grand Chapter of Alabama :

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence not having had time to report
at the last Grand Annual Convocation on the questions on masonic law
contained in the address of the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, and which were
referred to it near the expiration of the convocation, beg leave now to re-
port: Thatin their opinion the decisions ot the M. Ex. Grand High Priest
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are correct, and strictly in accordance with the usage and decrees in this
jurisdiction, on the first, second, third, fourth and fifth questions. They
think that the ruling of the M. Ex. on the sixth question is dictated by
prudence, and that some settled law may prevail they recommend its
approval by this Grand Chagter, that there may hereafter be uniformity
in the action of the several Chapters under this jurisdiction. _

The seventh question was settled by an edict of this Grand.ChaBte.r in
1864, in accordance with the ruling of the M. Ex. Grand High Priest,
and while this edict remains unrepealed questions eight and nine can
receive no other answer than that given by the M. Ex. Grand High Priest.
The committee also endorse the opinions of the M. Ex. Grand High Priest
in reply to questions ten, eleven and twelve. . .

Your committee, however, think that the edict of 1864, in relation to
suspension for non-payment of dues, is of too stringent a character, and
too sweeping in its effects. Your committee is of opinion that there is
but one character of suspensions by the Lodge which should deprive a
companion of masonic association with his Chapter, and that is suspen-
sion after due trial and judgement. That for non-%ayment of duesis cer-
tainly not of this class, and your committee doubts whether a Chapter
ought to take cognizance of such suspension. Your committee say ought,
because they think that it is wrong, though so long as the edict above
aIIudde%to.{emams in force, they know that the Chapters must be gov-
erned by i

Your committee therefore recommend that the decisions of the M. Ex.
Grand High Priest be confirmed. _ .

Your committee also recommend the adoption of the following:

Resolved, That the edict of this Grand Chapter in the proceedings of
1864, p. 14, and Chapter Code, p. 51—"That one suspended by a M. M.
Lodge for non-payment of dues shall also stand suspended asaE. A. M,”
be, and the same Is hereby, repealed; and that suspension by a M. M.
Lodtl;e to be binding upon the action of the Chapters in this jurisdiction
shall be susFensmn after trial and conviction.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
P. J. PILLANS,

Chairman.

The M. Ex. Grand High Priest announced the follow-

STANDING COMMITTEES:

No. L
On Chaeteeed Chapters.—Sidney B. Paine, John A. Duberly,John
A. Sears.
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No. 2.
On Chartered Chapters—Henry W. Clark, William H. Sadler, Mor-
timer M. Cooke.

0 On Dispensations—Martin G. Slaughter, James E. Cobb, Malichi W.
avis.

On Finance.- Oliver S. Beers, Charles Pelham, Rodolphus 0. Kandall.
On Bv-Laws, Suspensions, Expulsions, and Appeals—Samuel K.
McSpadden, Goldsmith W. Hewitt, John McCreless.

On Jurisprudence—Palmer J. Pillans, Humphrey S. Shelton, William
W. Harder.

Petitions were presented for the re-instatement of Uchee
Chapter No. 53, and Hope Chapter No. 49, and they were
referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence.

And then after prayer by the 14 Ex. and Rev. Grand
Chaplain, Companion Anderson G. Copeland, the Grand
Chapter was called from labor to refreshment until 8|
o'clock to-morrow morning.
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u0O-

W ednesday Morning, Dec. 8, 1869.

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to labor
at 8 o’clock, the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, Peleg Brown,
?reﬂdmg; the other Grand Officers at their several sta-
jons.

Prayer by the B. Ex. and Rev. Grand Chaplain, Com-
panion Anderson G. Copeland.

The minutes were read and approved. ,

Companion Mortimer M. Cooke, from the committee
appointed at the last Convocation, of the Grand Chapter,
to report upon the expedlencr of increasing the Committee
on Work to six, made the following report, and the report
was received and concurred in.

REPORT ON INCREASING*THE COMMITTEE ON WORK.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alahama:

Your committee, to whom was referred so much of the address of the
M. Ex. Grand High Priest to the Annual Convocation of this Grand
Chapter, held on the 8th of December, 1868, as related to an increase of
the Committee on Work, beg leave to report that after a careful consid-
eration of the reasons urged by the M. Ex. Grand High Priest in support
of the change in the By-Laws of this Grand Chapter suggested by his
said address, they have arrived at the conclusion that there exists no ne-
cessity for an increase of the Committee on Work, which may not be
obviated without recourse to the cumbrous and expensive system recoin-
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mended by the Grand High Priest. It is very doubtful whether a com-
mittee can be found willing to undertake, without adequate compensation,
the labor and expenditure of time and money which would necessarily be
involved in the system recommended, and in the judgment of your com-
mittee the Subordinate Chapters of this jurisdiction are notdust now in
a condition to submit willingly to any further taxation. And as experi-
ence has demonstrated that the greater the number of a committee the
less the probability of securing unity of purpose and harmony of action,
your committee are decidedly of opinion that the Committee on Work is
already large enough for the purposes and interests it was intended to
subserve. Your committee, therefore, in view of the premises aforesaid,
respectfully recommend that the suggestion of the Grand High Priest in
this behalf be not concurred in. .
All of which is most respectfully and fraternally submitted.
M. M. COOKE,
. Chairman.

Companion H. Clay Armstrong, Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Work, made report on'the E. A. Degree, and the
report was received and concurred in, _

he Grand Chapter proceeded to the election of Grand
Officers tor the ensuing masonic year, Companions William
E. Horn and James Milton acting, as tellers ; and the elec-
tion resulted as will be recorded in to-morrow’s proceed-
ings, it having been ostFoned, after the election of Grand
High Priest, until 8Fo’c ock to-marrow morning.

nd then after solemn prayer by the E. EX. and Eev.
Grand Chaplain, C0m|oan|on Anderson G, Copeland, the
Grand Chapter was called from labor to refreshment until
8J o'clock to-morrow morning.
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Thuesday Moening, DeC 9, 1869

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to labor
at 8[ o'clock, the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, Peleg Brown,
Premdmg; the other Grand Officers at their several sta-
jons.

Prayer by the E. Ex. and Eev. Grand Chaplain, Com-
panion Anderson G. Copeland.

The minutes were read and approved. _

The Grand Chapter proceeded with the election of the
Grand Officers for the ensuing masonic year, and the elec-
tion resulted as follows :

ELECTION OF GBAND OFFICEBS.

H. Clay Armstrong .. NCLERT] Lo H— Grand High Priest.
James B. Luckee e Pine Level.... V. Grand High Priest.
James M. Dedman ... 1111 S Grand King.

Myles J. Greene ..Grand Sci'ibe.
Edmund M. Hastings .Grand Treasurer.
Daniel Sayr e .Grand Secretary.
Pi ' ..Grand Chaplain.
William W.Harder Grand C. Host.

Companion Myles J. Greene, from the Committee on
Grand High Priest’s Address, made the following report,
and the report was received and concurred in. And the
M. Ex. Deputy Grand High Priest, Companion H. Clay
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IArmstrong, appointed the committees provided for as fol-
WS

ON THE DEATH OP COMPANION McDOUGAL.

Companions Myles J. Greene, William W. Harder, and William P.
Chilton.

ON MOBILE CHAPTER NO. 21.

Corgpanions Mortimer M. Cooke, William R. Horn, and William E.
Beaird.

REPORT ON GRAND HIGH PRIEST'S ADDRESS.

The committee to whom was referred the address of the M. Ex. Grand
High Priest, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to
make the foIIowmghreport: _ o

The address of the M. Ex. Grand High Priest is an able and compre-
hensive exposition of Capitulary Masonry in Alabama, evincing an earn-
est desire and much laborious effort on his part to dispense true masonic
light and knowledge throughout this jurisdiction. . .

It also contains many timely and valuable recommendations which we
trust will receive the prompt attention and careful investigation which
their high importance demands. We therefore recommend the adoption
of the followmﬁ ; . .

That so much as relates to the death of Companion Grand Sentinel
Thomas McDougal, be referred to a special committee of three.

That so much as relates to Mobile Chapter No. 21 be referred to a
special committee of three. . .

That all that portion which relates to 3uest|ons of masonic law be
referred to Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence. _

That so much as relates to credentials of representatives of Grand
Chapters be endorsed by this Grand Chapter, and" the proper credentials
be furnished and forwarded.

That so much as relates to the General Grand Chapter be referred to a
special commite of three, with instructions to report at the next Annual
Convocation of the Grand Chapter.

All of which is fraternally submitted.

MYLES J GREENE,

JAMES H. JOINER,

PALMER J. PILLANS,
Comnmittee.
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Companion Palmer J. Pillans, from the Committee on
Masonic Jurisprudence, made the following two reports,
and they were severally received and concurred in :

- 1
REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE.

To the Grand Chapter of Alabama :

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence to whom was referred the
[lJ_etItIOI’I of several members of Uchee Chapter No. 53, beg leave to report:

hat the circumstances which produced the extinction of this Chapter
had caused the fires to burn dimly on many others, which with great
difficulty were saved from the forfeiture of their charters. But your com-
mittee are pleased that efforts are to be made to revive this old Chapter.
Your committee sees no legal or constitutional objection to prevent this
Grand Chapter from exercising its charity and maglnan!mlty. Your com-
mittee therefore recommend the adoption of the following : .

Resolved, That the charter of Uchee Chapter No. 53, now forfeited, be
restored, and that this Chapter be relieved from any back dues.

All of which is fraternally submitted.

P. J. PILLANS,

Chairman.

(1]
REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE.

To the Grand Chapter of Alabama:

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the
application of Companions Anderson and Goodwin on behalf of Hope
Chapter No. 49, to be allowed to surrender its Charter and be incorpora-
ted with Pickensville Chagter No. 36, beg leave to report:

That the papers do not bear evidence of their being the action of Hope
Chapter, but only of two of its members on its behalf, and that this
Grand Chapter ou%ht not to entertain the same.  The committee therefore
begto be relieved from any further consideration of the subject.

II'of which is fraternally submitted.
P. J. PILLANS,

Chairman.
Companion Palmer J. Pillans, Chairman of the Commit-
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tee on Foreign Correspondence, made the following report,
and the report was received and concurred in :

REPOET PROM COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Grand Chapter of Alabama :

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence beg leave to make this sup-
plemental report: Since the begmnmg of this convocation of the Grand
Chapter there has been referred to them a letter from James Gossip,
R. Ex. Grand _Secretar% of the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia, giving the
welcome intelligence that the several Chapters in Nova Scotia had united
in the formation of a Grand Chapter, under “the firm belief that a union
of all the masonic interests would tend in a greater degree to create that
harmony and peace so desirable in the fraternity,” and asking a welcome
atour hands.  Your committee feel assured that this will most cordially
be done by this Grand Chapter; we therefore recommend the adoption of
the foIIowmgr: . .

Besolved, That this Grand Chapter most co,rdlallfy welcomes the M. Ex.
Grand Chaﬁter of Nova Scotia into the family of Grand Chapters, and
extends to her a fraternal ?reetlng_.

All of which is fraternally submitted.

P. J. PILLANS,

Chairmaln.

Companion Oliver S. Beers, Chairman of the Committee
on Finance, made the following report, and the report was
received and concurred in, and the resolution adopted :

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alabama:

The Committee on Finance beg leave to report the accounts and vouch-
ers of the R. Ex. Grand Secretary and the R. Ex. Grand Treasurer as cor-
rect and satisfactory, and present the balance sheet of the R. Ex. Grand
Treasurer as a part of this report—

Showing a balance on_ hand, 7th December, 1869, of __ c....$ 673 15
which amount has since been increased by receipts of dues
to this Annual Convocation of, SaY ... 750 00

Leaving a fund now of, $1,423 15
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at the disposal of this Grand Chapter—an amount hut little in excess of
our wants for necessary current expenses, and suggesting the imperative
necessity of at once providing for an increase of dues—for it is apgarent
that the surplus from this convocation will not, with the dues for 1870, as
now fixed, meet your expenses, and your committee deem it their first
duty to call attention to the danger and suggest the remedy, which they
do by resolution accompanying this report. o

Your committee recommend that the following appropriations be made
for current necessary expenses, payable out of any moneyin the hands of
the Grand Treasurer not otherwise appropriated, to-wit :

To Companion Edmund M. Hastings for salary as R. Ex. Grand

Treasurer for past MasoNIC YEAr ... $ 100 00
To Companion Daniel Sayre for salary as R. Ex. Grand Secre-

tary for same 5)erl_0d ................. e ——————— - 400 00
To Companion P. J. Pillans, Chairman Committee on Foreign

Correspondence, for services and expenses 100 00
To Rent of Office of Grand Secretary 150 00

and as a contingent fund in the hands of the R. Ex. Grand Sec-
retary to defray expenses of Prmtm? Reports, Committee on
Work, Grand Sentinel’s Salary, and Incidentals, including the
sum of $50 00 as the contribution of the Grand Chapter to-
wards expenses of repairing the Hall 500 00

$1,250 00

Your committee respectfully suggest to the Grand Chapter the propriety
and necessity of some action Iookmgi to aJJartmpatlon in the great and
glorious work of building the Temple, and recommend that a committee
of three be appointed by the M. Ex. Grand High Priest to consider this
sublject, and digest, prepare, and report to the next annual convocation
a plan placing this Grand Chapter in co-operation with the other Grand
Bodies in this enterprize. .

Resolved, That the by-laws of this Grand Chapter be so amended that
section 3 of article I11 shall read “fifty cents” instead of “twenty-five
cents,” as amended at the Grand Convocation in December, 1867.

All of which is fraternally submitted.

OLIVER S. BEERS,

Chairman.

The Companion Grand Secretary offered the following
resolution, and it was adopted :
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DUES REFUNDED TO CYRUS CHAPTER NO. 6.

~ Resolved, That the dues from Cyrus Chapter No. 6, up to and includ-
ing 1867, be, and the same are hereby, refunded to that chapter.

The Companion Grand Secretary offered the following
resolution and it was adopted:

AUTHORITY TO PROCURE OFFICE SEAL.

4
S Rlesolved, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to procure an Office
eal.

Brother Sam Thompson offered the following resolution,
and it was adopted :

JEWEL TO P. G. H. P. PELEG BROWN.

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be, and he is hereby, instructed to
EltocureaPast Grand High Priest Jewel to be presented to Past Grand
igh Priest, Peleg Brown.

The Grand High Priest elect announced certain standing
committees and officers, which will be found at the conclu-
sion of to-morrow’s proceedm%s.

And then after prayer bJ the 1L Ex. and Rev. Grand
Chaplain, Companion Anderson G. Copeland, the Grand
Chapter was called from labor to refreshment until 8

o’clock to-morrow morning.
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Friday Morning, Dec. 10, 1869.
The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to labor
at 81 o’clock, the M. Ex. Grand High Priest, Peleg Brown,
?_remdmg; the other Grand Officers at their several sta-

jons.

Prayer by the It. Ex. and Rev. Grand Chaplain, Com-
panion Anderson G. Copeland.

The minutes were read and approved. _

Companion Sidney B. Paing, from the Committee on
Chartered Chapters No. 1, made the following report, and
the report tvas received and concurred in

EEPOIIT FEOM COMMITTEE ON CHAETEEED CHAPTEES NO. L

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of A labama:

Your Committee on Chartered Chapters No. 1, have examined the
returns of the following Chapters and find them correct:

JITEE Lo F— No. L James Penn.....ne... No. 30
Eunomia “ 5. Talladega “ 2
“ 6. Tuskegee “ 43
“ 11. Montgomery “ 22
“12. St. Johns... “ 28
Wetumpka. B OF: 113 1 “ 40
DaYON e ® s 2 UNION s “ 26
LA L10] “ 34, Mount Moriah.......vmsmmnnn “ 19
ChOCTAW oo “ 44, Eufaula “ 24

Courtland, No. 25— Eeport 57 members, dues $12 75. Short of cor-
rect amount $1 50.

Mobite, No. 2L—Eeports one companion only exalted on 9th April.
Concord, No. 37.—Eeports one companion exalted ; no date given.
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Pickensville, N0. 36.—No seal attached to return ; same having bean
lost or mislaid.

Livingston, No. 20.—Blanks not filled.
hCéinton, No. 9—M. E. M. and Mark Master reported under three

eads.

Tuscumbia, No. 10.—Reports 50 cents as dues for each companion ; re-
commend that Grand Secretary correct the error.

James L. Daniel, No. 35.—Reports companions exalted under four

heads.
All of which is fraternally submitted.
S. B. PAINE,
Chairman.

Companion Henry W. Clark, from the Committee on
Chartered Chapters No. 2, made the following report, and
the report was received and concurred in :

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 2

To the M. Ex Grand Chapter of Alabama:

Your Committee on Chartered Chapters No. 2 respectfully report, that
they have examined the returns of thirty Subordinate Chapters, and that
they find the following correct, to-wit:

L1 I — No. 54, SUQQSVIllE v e N(% 55
LEDANON .. o “ 57 Clayton....onn (63
FarriorVille. ... v “ 67. Choctaw Corner...... w70
Land-Mark..... o “ 7L Pine Level.nen e 75
E V0N o DanVille....ovs (78
L0achapoKa....uvvns woovsvninns “ 80, Jefferson...s oens .- 81
1] N “83 GaStON.inis e . -8
O\ [11: “ 86 ROSHN.ciriiins < 88
GreenVille . v “ 0. Notasulga......nn = 92
ColUMDBUS. oo v “ 03 Cowikee..rininns w04

And in the following we find certain errors and irregularities herein
mentioned, to-wit: o
Rockfobd, No. 62—No dates to Affiliations.

Russell, No. 65—Under the head of “De?rees Conferred” a companion
is reported as a Mark, Past, and Most Excellent Master, should have been
reported under the head of Most Excellent Master, with dates of confer-
ring the several degrees.

Alabama, No. 66.—Returns correct; but show that on the 9th day of
April, 1869, there were two candidates exalted, in violation of the rule that
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there shall not be more nor less than three exalted at one and the same
time.
, Chebokee, N0. 68.—Dues not extended as directed by the Grand Secre-
ary.

Lowee Peach Thee, No. 69.—No date to Affiliations, and Dues one dol-
lar short. _

Hellabee, No. 79.—Returns correct, but an accompanying Paper, ad-
dressed to the Grand Secretary, shows that an election was held on 26th
November, A. D., 1869, for Excellent High Priest and other officers
of the Chapter “for the remainder of the present masonic year,” and
there being no evidence before your committee that a dispensation had
heen granted for such election, It is supposed to have been irregular.

Moulton, No. 87.—No Seal.

Somebville, No. 89.—No Seal. Affiliations not entered in proper place,
but the word “none” written there, and opposite the name of one mem-
ber in the general list of members, the fact and date of his affiliation
given under the head of remarks.

Geoege D. Nokeis, No.91.—Pays dues, 50 cents for each member, or
$4 75in excess of amount due.

It is gratifying to your committee to be able to report, that so far as
their observation extends a marked improvement is made in the character
of the returns from Subordinate Chapters, and though the errors noted
are for the most part, of an inconsiderable character, we have deemed it
but proper to allude to them, that they may be avoided in future.

Your committee, cannot very well see how a Secretary of ordinary in-
telligence, and in the observance of reasonable care, should fall into any
error, when furnished with blanks so admirably adapted to the purposes
for which they are designed. . o

And, ii> conclusion, we would say that should we in future have a simi-
lar dutK assigned us, we shall be most happy to observe that the Subordi-
nate Chapters whose returns may be submitted for examination, have
_througih their officers been guarded and protected against blurr, error,
irregu ar!tﬁ, or infringement of the established usages and customs of the
Order, with that care and watchfulness with which one would protect and
guard his own personal character, and thus unspotted to be placed in the
archives of the Most Excellent Grand Royal Areh Chapter—with such de-
posites will the Subordinate Chapters have reason to he proud of the
evidence thus preserved of their diligence and assiduity in the observ-
ance of the landmarks of the Order, and of the Constitution, rules, and
edicts of the Grand Chapter.

Al of which is fraternally submitted.
of which is fraternally submitted H. W. CLARK,

Chairman.
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Companion James E. Cobb, from the Committee on Dis-
pensations, made the following report, and the report was
received and concurred in :

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON DISPENSATIONS.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of A labama:

Youtr Committee on Dispensations beg leave to submit the following
report:

We have examined the returns and minutes of Daviston Chapter, No.
95, under dispensation, and find the same replete with imperfections and
error. - We note the following : . . .

Under head “ Degrees Conferred,” in returns, we find that one candi-
date was “advanced,” one “presided,” two “ received and accepted,”
and one “exalted,” on the 7th day of May, 1869 ; and on the 6th Novem-
ber, 1869, a larger amount of work seems to have been done. Your
committee regard this as in violation of the spirit, if not the letter, of an
edict passed at the last annual convocation of this Grand Chapter—(See
Chapter Code, page 53,)—for we cannot very well understand how a can-
didate can receive the several degrees, be properly instructed, and exam-
ined all in the same evening, . _

[t would also be clearly in violation of the edict of this Grand Chapter
against substitution, but by reference to the minutes, we find that the
Secretary has committed an error in dates in returns, and that not less
than three were exalted at any one time.

The minutes submitted to your committee, in the absence of a certifi-
cate, we must presume to be the original record. . o

They are on detached sheets of paper, and are hence highly objection-
able asarecord. But they are obnoxious to more serious censure. Unless
such entries as “ officers at their post,” “the several offices being filled,
&c.” show it, it does not appear that there were present at any time a
sufficient number of companions to open the chapter ; and sometimes
the Secretary has omitted to state even that much, but has been content
to record the names of the three principal officers only, and then to pro-
ceed with “ The Royal Arch Lodge was opened in due form.”

These minutes are imperfect and erroneous in almost every particular.
The Secretary seems to have been averse to the labor of keeping them,
else we cannot understand the short-hand style in which they are written.
He speaks of “ petitions taking their usual course.” .

In view of all the facts appearing to your committee, and as this chap-
ter was continued under dispensation at the last annual convocation of
this Grand Chapter, and as a further continuance under dispensation
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cannot be granted because of a constitutional prohibition ; we are con-
stained to recommend that it be discontinued. We therefore offer the
resolution following :

Resolved, That Daviston Chapter, No. 95, be and the same is hereby
discontinued.

All of which is fraternally submitted.

J. E. COBB,
Chairman.

Companion Mortimer M. Cooke, from the committee
rovided for by the report of the Committee on the Grand
igh Priest’s Address, made the following report, and the
report was received and concurred in, and the committee
therein provided for appointed, consisting of Companions
William'P. Chilton, David Clopton, and Thomas M. Bragg :

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ONMOBILE CHAPTER, No. 2L

To the Most Excellent Grand Chapter of J lahama :

Your committee to whom was referred so much of the address of the
Grand High Priest (read at the openm% of this Grand Chapter) as referred
to the action of Mobile Chapter, No. 21, in relation to the work adopted
by this Grand Chapter, beg leave to report as follows : .

That inasmuch as it is a matter of great difficulty for subordinate chap-
ters to adopt in perfection and without change the work reported to this
Grand Chapter, your committee think that the discrepancies in the work
of Mobile Chapter, No. 21, referred to by the Grand High Priest, should be
regarded with a charitable eye by all of us who are not perfect ourselves ;
and more especially that the said address shows that there were really but
six members of Mobile Chapter, No. 21, present at the time the grievances
complained of occurred. S

The gravity of the charges preferred by the Grand High Priest in this
case, induced your committee to call before them the officer chiefly com-
plained of, with a view to the institution of such thorough investigation
as their importance merited. And having patiently and carefully consid-
ered the excuses rendered before the committee by the said officer,
(viz : The Captain of the Host of Mobile Chapter, No. 21) as well
as the charges preferred by the address aforesaid, your commit-
tee are firm in the conviction that no wanton disrespect was in
tended either the Grand High Priest or this Grand Chapter, by the
refusal complained of. ~ And this conviction is strengthened by the fact
that the ceremony with which the Captain of the Host of Mobile Chapter,



1869 GKAND CHAPTEE OF ALABAMA 3

No. 21, refused compliance, has since been condemned and stricken from
the work adopted by this Grand Chapter ~ According to his interpretation
of the effect of his obligation, the C. H. was morally and conscientiously
bound to act as he did.  He, therefore, twice asked to be excused from
the performance of the service required before resorting to an absolute
but respectful refusal. _ . .

The point presented bK this refusal is one of such nicety, and involves
s0 many questions, both of masonic jurisprudence and of conscience,
that your committee, with the time at their command, are not prepared
to decide it. That point is this : Has the Grand Chapter either the right
or the power to compel the observance of any ceremony at conflict with
the conscientious scruples of any party aﬁalnst whom it is proposed to
be enforced ? And since your committee have declared their mablllt;{to
decide thereon, they respectfully suggest that it be referred to a select
committee for investigation and report at the next annual convocation of
this Grand Chapter. If it is competent for this Grand Chapter to create
masonry the matter would present no difficulty. But if masonry be
already created and unchangeable in its peculiar features, your committee
are not prepared to say that a subordinate should yield unhesitating obe-
dience when, in his opinion, that obedience would reveal a conflict be-+
tween his fealty to this Grand Chapter and his allegance to his God.

The want of courtesy to which the Grand High Priest refers in his
address as having been previously manifested towards him by Mobile
Chapter, No. 21, was doubtless the result of inadvertence on the part of
anew and inexperienced presiding officer, and your committee are of
opinion that it should be apologized for. Butthey do not recommend
that an apology be required, because they are satisfied that their com-
panions of Mabile Chapter, No. 21, will readily acquiesce in this opinion
and adopt the redress intimated W|thoutfurtherre3u|rement. .

And your committee, having thus faithfully discharged the delicate
trust committed to their charge, respectfully and fraternally submit this

report.
M. M. COOKE,
Chairman.

INSTALLATION.

The Grand Officers elected and apP0|nted for the ensuing
masonic year were installed in Ample Form, Peleg Brown,
M. Ex. Grand High Priest, officiating, and Companion
Sidney B. Paine presentmﬁ/.I _
Companion Samuel K. McSpadden, from the Committee
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on By-laws, made the following report, and the report was
received and concurred in :

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.

To the M. Ex. Grand Chapter of Alabama:
~ Your Committee on ?X-Iaws beg leave to report, that they have exam-
ined the By-laws of Montgomery Chapter, No. 22, and find the same
correct in the main, hut the committee think they are redundant, often
requiring that which is specified in the constitution of the M. Ex. Grand
Chapter.
Tﬁey have also examined the By-laws of Columbus Chapter, No. 93,
and find them correct in the main.” There is one provision, however, in
these by-laws which your committee recommend be changed by said
chapter, and that is, the provision in reference to sums accruing from
fines. There is no such thing as fines in masonry. With these _su%ge_s-
tions your committee beg leave to return said by-laws with this, their

report.
eport S. K. McSPADDEN,
Chairman.

_ Companion Sam Thompson offered the following resolu-
tion, and it was adopted:

RESOLUTION TO PAY GEORGE D. NORRIS.

Eesolved, That the sum of one hundred dollars be appropriated out of
anr funds of this Grand Chapter in the hands of the Grand Treasurer, to
defray the expenses of Companion Past Grand High Priest, George D.
Norris, in going to, remaining at, and returning from the Grand Chapter
of Tennessee, at Nashville, for the Burpose of receiving the order of High
Priesthood, to be conferred on the Presentand Past High Priests of this
Grand Chapter.

Companion Isaiah A. Wilson offered the following reso-
|ution, and it was adopted :

UCHEE CHAPTER NO. 53 TO ELECT OFFICERS.

Resolved, That Uchee Chapter No. 53, the Charter of which has been
restored at this Grand Convocation, be, and the same is hereby, author-
ized to elect officers as soon as practicable and report the result to the
Grand Secretary.
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Companion Palmer J. Pillans, presented the following
explaraatlon, and it was ordered to be spread upon the
record:

EXPLANATION BY MOBILE CHAPTER NO. 21.

The undersigned,.proxr for the High Priest of Mobile Chapter No. 21,
begs {eave to file this explanation, and ask that it may be spread upon the
minutes.

The returns from this Chapter leave the inference that one member was
exalted by the use of substitutes, which is prohibited in thlSéUl’ISdlCtlon,
Whlfle”the facts which should have been fully reported by the Secretary are
as follows:
_ There were two in Alabama Chapter No. 66 awaiting exaltation, and one
in Mobile Chapter No. 21, with no immediate prospect of others. One of
those in Alabama Chapter was ahout to leave the jurisdiction, and that
one in Mobile Chapter had a long time been waiting. It was therefore
agreed by Alabama Chapter to exalt the brother in Mobile Chapter with
the two then awaiting exaltation there in courtesy to Mobile Chapter, and
for her benefit.  This was done, thus_enablmg\ labama Chapter to exalt
the three and without the use of substitutes. A full record of the action
of Alabama Chapter in relation to the exaltation of the brother in Mobile
Chapter was sent to Mabile Chapter and spread of record.

Fraternally submitted.

P. J. PILLANS.

Companion Joseph H. Johnson offered the following
resolution and it was adopted :

NEW JEWELS, COLLARS, AND SWORDS.

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to procure for the
Grand Chapter a new set of jewels, collars, and swords, for the use of the
Grand Officers.

Companion Myles J. Greene offered the following reso-
|ution, and it was adopted:

ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTHOOD.

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter approves the establishment of the
Order of High Priesthood by the committee appointed at a previous con-
vocation for that purpose.
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~ The Grand Secretary offered the following resolution and
it was adopted:

INTERCHANGE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Resolved, That the interchange of representatives between the several
Grand Chapters of this Continent and this Grand Chapter is hereby
recognized and adopted.

The following are the aﬁpointed officers and standing
committees of the Grand Chapter :

APPOINTED GRAND OFFICERS.

James Milton s Grand P. Sojourner.
Matthew D. Mooee randR. A. C.
JONN A D UBED Y oo esessssssesesssssssssesssessssssseseee Grand M. 3 V.
William R. Hoen... Grand M. 2V
R.L. Kay Grand M. 1V
James DavidSoN s Grand Sentinel.
ON WORK.
Edmund M.H astings Montgomery.
Joseph H. Johnson.. Talladega.
Myles ). Gbeene.... .Loaehapoka.
CUSTODIAN OF THE WORK.
Peleg Brown Mobile.
ON MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE.
Palmer J. Pillans ,Mobile.
Henry W. Clark. Pine Level.
Sam Thompson___ Elyton.
ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.
Palmer J. Pillans___ Mobile.
James E. Cobbummmmnn .Tuskegee.
William D. Humphrey Meridianville.
George P. L. Reid ....... Marion.

Benjamin Dowd ..., Newton.
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ON GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER.
(See report on Grand High Priest’s Address, p. 29.)

D aVid ClOPTON covvrrvenssmeresssesssssssessssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssseses Montgomery.
William P. CRITEON insssmsssssmsssssssmmssssssimssssss Montgﬂomery.
Geobge D. N0Eis s New Market.

COMMITTEE ON QUESTION FROM MOBILE CHAPTER NO. 21.
(See reportof Companion M. M. Cooke, p. 38.)

Wiltiam P. Chilton .Montgomery.
David Clopton .. .Montgomery.
Thomas M. Beagg Greenville.

ON THE DEATH OF COMPANION McDOUGAL.

.Loachapoka.
.Demopolis.
Montgomery.

Myles J. Gbeene..... ..
Wittiam W. Haedee...
Wiltiam P. Chilton

The minutes were read and approved.
And then, after solemn prayer to the Throne of Grace
by the It. Ex. and Eev. Grand Chaglaln, Companion Martin
. SIaughter, the Most Excellent Grand Royal Arch Chap-
ter of the State of Alabama, was closed in Ample Eorm.
DANIEL SA¥RE,

Grand Sceretary.
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llejwwit fitt Jomp (KompfiMicnce.

To the Officers and Companions of the
M. E. G. Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Alabama :
The undersigned, for the Committee on Foreign_ Correspondence, makes the
following report. He s fully sensible of the bigmishes it contains, but hopes
to receive once more from the Companions that charitable consideration which
his Lormer efforts have received.

The committee have examined the proceedings of the following Grand
Chapters: o
FAL LG MISSISSIPP.cvvvrrvvvrsrersssmensssessssesssseens
(O 11T L1 MaSSACHUSELES...vvvvovvvvvessvssssssssssisess
L0811 0] T Minnesota
Connecticut............. Texas.....
Delaware. ..., . Missouri....
District of Colum . New Jerse
][0 I . New York..
LCLT ] W QOregon.......
INATANA e eeeernreseneeeeessssseeesssssseennes 01T 1o F— e e
] T South CaroliNa........cevevmssssssssssisenn
N0 ccovvvevvessvessisesssssssssssssssssnns TENNESSER . ..vvvrvrvsrsssssssssssssssssssssssssnnns
KANSAS. .oovvrrssrvrsssnsmsnsssssmsssssssssnsssnnes VIPGINIR. ovrevrnvrssvsssevssnssssssesssnnses
Kentucky VEIMONE..ooovcvvrssnesssssesssssesssssesssessnns
Louisiana WISCONSIN.covvvvecscvsrvssssssssessssssssssssnens
........................................................... LT P

And now proceed to lay before this Grand Body such matters as they think
most worthy of consideration.

ABKANSAS.

The address of the M, E. G. H. P. Luke E. Barber is replete with tender
admonition of our masonic duty, and urgent in calling companions to the ob-
Ber\t/ﬁnce ofh the(rjnz%solnl_c vtlrtuets anﬂ _m%SOEIC instruction so often overlooked

se whose duty it is to act on their 0. B’s. ,

ylnt?\e discharge Xfﬁﬂs uty, as the dispenser of light, we find that he rules
that a companion who is “Suspended ” for non-payment of dues from his
lodge is also ipso facto suspended from the rights anid privileges of his Chap-
ter” Why is this so? We know that this is the general ruling, but is it just
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and proper ? It is meet that the mason who is suspended from his lodge for
unmasonic conduct, should also, without further action, be deprived of all
masonic association—hut is the non-payment ot dues indicative of moral
obl,lqultty or poverty jnly. or perhaps of inability, by reason of thelmgossr
bility of corresponding with his lodge? Wearé sorry thatthe word ldsus-
ended ” heing used_warrants this_deduction, and the’ Committee on Masonic

aw sustain the M. E., but we are inclined to the belief that no mason should
be deprived of his standmg as such, except after due trial and the judgment
of his brethren. 1t must be recollected that a failure to meet the démands of
his lodge for a limited period by the constitutional provision of the Grand
Lodge suspends. No intention to defraud appears, but the brother, absent,
perhaps, and at great distance from his lodge, harrassed by cares, worn by
poverty, unheard, uncited, is suspended, and'though upright”in his Intentions
and honest in his purposes, yet he is thus deprived of all masonic intercourse
and masonic benefits. s this I’I?ht? T

_We find this very significant sentence in this address: “As the pre-
siding officer of this Grand Chapter, | attended, with the companions
h,oldm? the proxies of the other Grand Officers, the Triennial Convoca-
tion of the G. G. C., held at St. Louis, in September last, Of the hos-
pitality of the ComPamons of St. Louis, and the courtesy of the City Coun-
cil, of the pleasantness and agzreeablllty of the visit, much might be said;
bu%ho,f the work done, | have liftle to report—of masonic instruction received,
nothing.

We find that this Grand Chapter received and acted upon a petition for the
Capitular Degrees, and conferred the same upon the applicant.  This is un-
usual, and though we do not doupt that the body, whence all fight is supposed
to issue, may make Companions if they choose, yet we doubt the propriety of
such course v\e/\r/y much indeed. ,

Companion Williams, from Committee on Foreign Correspondence, sets out
with (ﬁute alively dlSl_(?UISItIOH on belle lettres in his notice of the address of our
P. G. H.P. Norris. He does not see “cui bono” was our report of abstract of
various Grand Chapters—neither dowe. The labor was, however, undertaken
and accidentally those proceedings having no returns came to hand last, else
the abstract would have been complete, and we think useful; but chacun a son
(T;outt_ The notice of our proceedings is, however, courteous and somewhat
acetious.

In perusm%thls report, we have felt very much as we _suppose the ass felt
whenPIaced etween the two hundles of hay—first one thing then another has
attracted us, and so many berries have we séen that we have found ourselves at
a loss which to present t0 you, and have concluded to recommend the perusal
of the whole, for we cannot determine what is best in it.

CANADA.

We are very much gratified at re_ceivinfq the Proceedings from this Grand
Chapter, thotgh theyhave arrived just af the close of the report and on the
eve of the Anaual Convocation. The twelfth Annual Convocation was held on
10th August, 1869.
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M. E. Companion T. Wilson, P. G. Z, as G. Z and 11 E., Companion Thomas
Bird Harris, G, S. E., with representatives from 25 subordinates.

The G. Z beln? unfortunately unavoidably deprived of the pleasure of at-
tending personally this convocation, sent his address, which was read by the
Grand~Secretary.” In this he announces the Craft as in a prosRermg and
healthy condition, and growing in importance and in_numbers. And from it
we learn that the bonds of amlt% hetween this Grand Chapter and those of the
several States are being strengthened by the appointment of representatives
from them severally.

Within this jurisdiction we find that subdivisions into districts, embracmg
only two or three chapters are made, which are required to be visited by Gran
Superintendents—one of whom is assigned to each district. There being but
few chapters to be visited, the duty is hqnestlfy performed, and the Grand
Chapter is keRt advised of the exact condition of each chapter under its juris-
diction, and the chapters are stimulated to perfect themselves, and to proper
attention to their duties. We would that a plan like this were adopted here.

The Grand Sugermtendents report a very admirable condition generally, but
we hence learn that substitutes are allowed in Canada. Although no méntion
is made of them, yet we must suppose they were used, when we read, “ | also
c%nfertrgd the R."A. degree on one candidate, the others being unavoidably
absent.

The report on Foreign Correspondence is b}/ Companion Henry Robertson,
whose services were acknowledged by a vote of thanks, a proper appropriation,
and his elevation to thedlgmty of G.J. We find that he reviewed the pro-
ceedings of no less than 28 Grand Chapters, including those of the G. G. C,
making 32 volumes in all, in a spirit of brotherly love and R. A. charity.. He
mentions that in the United States there are many questions now. aglltatmlg the
companions, such as the propriety of the P. M. deg[ree; the physical qualifica-
tions of candidates; dual membership ; what are the anc™enHandmarks; the
employment of substitutes ; the order of High Priesthood; can a Grand Chap-
ter confer degrees or ballot for candjdates; the advantage of having.a G. G, C.:
the harmony of work ; “ our colored brethren ™; has an elective officer a right
to resign or'to withdraw ; the creation of R. A. masons at sight; can a candj-
date bé stopped at any sta%e by a single objection; and whether masonry is
benefitted or otherwise by the increase of degrees and orders.” Some of these
we think are pretty well Settled, thou%h oft-times mentioned, but others are
still harassing us, and it is well that the companions should prepare them-
selves for a decision which must soon be made on them.

Itis in the report on Foreign Correspondence of this Grand Chapter that we
have mtelllgence generally from both Scotland and Ireland, and we are pleased
to note thaf we thus again hear from the former. She seems to he s]pr_eadm
out on her usefulness—new chapters have been established by her in Trinidad,
W. 1., Queensland, Galasheels, Shanghse, and Cape of Good Hope, besides in
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Thus we see that wherever the sun shines,
and as has been said wherever the sound of the hammer is heard there we
may hear the sound of the gavel, and find companions and brethren ready to
give us encouragement and hope.

4
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The question as to the position of a mason suspended by aM. M. Lodge in
the Chapter arose, and the Supreme Committee report, * There can be no
doubt that the Grand Lodge of Scotland differing, it is believed, from every
other Grand Lodge, .recognlzes no degree in mas.onr,}/ above that of Master
Mason; and such belngit e case, it mah/ view with inditference the effect which
may be given to its sentence by the highest orders ; but on the other hand, no
brother can be admitted to the higher orders unless he proves himself to be a
St. John's mason, and as by the” obligation taken by ,ever%Master Mason he
cannot speak upon the subjéct of St. John’s masonry, with abrother suspended
or expelled, while under either of these sentences, it seems to follow that were
a suspended St. John’s mason who happened to be a R._A. Companion, present
at an exaltation, no candidate could give the nece.ssarE proofs that he was a
Master Mason.  After communicating” with the Scribe E, of England, and the
Registrar of Ireland, as to the practice there prevallmgz resolutions were
adopted, declaring against the right of asuspended bro her to admittance
into a chapter.” This'is in accordance -with the decisions in the United States,
hut we presume the suspension here alluded to is for unmasonic conduct after
trial and conviction, and not one simply by operation of by-laws for non-pay-
ment of dues, and which may be terminated ‘at the will of the brother, ora
s}]andlng which has its price and may be bought at any time that the brother
chooses.

We here, in the review of Scotland, find a treatise on the origin and antiquity
of the R, A, deﬂree, by a “learned and eminent companion, W.J. Hughar,
Truro, Cornwall, P. Z., No. 79, in which he says : “ The probability is, that
the c%eg[,eeorlgmated witn the noted Chevalier Ramsey, of Ayr, andthe ‘An-

5

His notice of Alabama and of ourself is courteous and friendly. ,

M. E. Companion Harrln%ton furnishes the intelligence that his Royal Hlé]h-
ness, the Prince of Wales, has been initiated into the mysteries of oUr Order.
The G. Z and G, S. E. were hoth re-elected. , ,
We had almost forgotten to thank our companion, Chairman of Committee
on Foreign Correspondence, for the information which he gave to us, thus far
assisting"us to unravel the tangle of our brain as to nomenclatures—but we do
so now, for even the smallest favor should be thankfully received, and we

wo”uld enlarge our sense of obligation whenever he shall ‘give us the entire
roll.

CALIFORNIA.

A perusal of the address of the M, E, G. H. P.. J. S. Titus, will satisfy any
companion that capitulary masor]rty is in a very healthﬁ/ condition theré—no
doubts seem to have risen—no difficulties calling for the interposition of the
G. H. P. are found, but the craft seem to be industriously engaged in the good
work animated with the best and purest intentions.

When a brother has been elected to receive the Chapter degrees, and has re-
ceived the M. M. degree, and is objected to before his further advancement, the
Grand Chapter requires that “such objection shall be referred to a committee
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who shall report thereon, and if the objection, or cause of the objection, be,
in the opiniun of two-thirds of the members present, not a valid and masonic
one, the chapter may confer the degrees in the same manner as if no objection
had been made.” ] ) ,

_ By these proceedings we find that this Grand Chapter not_only believes that
it has the power to grant charters to companions to constituté new chapters
without previous probation under dispensation, but that it has also exercised
it. This progeedln%,_howeverunusual, is entirely within the power of these
supreme bodies, and it has been_a source of astonishment to us to hear the
reverse sentiments expressed.  Qur Grand Lodﬁe, at its last annual commu-
nication, acted precisely as did the Grand Chapter of California, when she
granted a charter, for the constitution of Bienville Lodge.

“Companion L. C, Owen, for_the Committee on Forel?n Correspondence, re-
views our proceedings for 1867 quite kindly, and has not found cause this time
for the application of the lash because of our bad work, but seems satisfied
that we are probabIK doing good, true and square work. ]

In his review of the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Arkansas, he finds
fault with the Grand Chapter for expecting subordinates to conform to funda-
mental law, when that Grand Bod?{ itself sets at naught its own edicts, He says
that the Grand Chapter violated three of its own requirements when it recejved
the petition of a brother and exalted him, b%/ “the reception of the petition”
“In dlrectm% the candidates to pay to the chapters in whose jurisdiction they
resided, the Tees for the degrees (which should have been collected before the
de?rees were conferred) and because the due and ample enquiry into the candi-
date’s knowledge and understanding of the degrees t,hrou%h which he had
already passed could, not be made.” “We do not think that fault could be
foundwith a subordinate for failing to observe regulations which the body
making them had set at naught.” Very good, and this instance, like others
occha,5|ﬁnallly occurring, demonstrates the necessity for good example from those
In high places,

Wg agpree with Companion Qwen in_his condemnation of the practice of the
Grand Chapter of Kentucky, in publishing the names and description of those
rejected by the several chapters in that gurlsdlctlon. It seems to us vastly in-
consonant with the charity of which we boast, and which we so urgently teach,
This report, like all from its author shows systematic and sound thought.

CONNECTICUT.

We have the proceedings of the Semi-Annual Convocation of this Grand
Chapter, held on" 13th October, 1868, and the Annual Convocation on the 11th
May. 1869, At the former no business seems to have been transacted, save the
unpleasant one of providing for bills outstanding in consequence of the defal-
cation of a trusted treasurér. Atthe Annual Convocation this officer was by
resolution expelled from all_the nghts and privileges 0? B, A. Masonry, and
B_en{amm Beecher, late the Grand Treasurer of the”Grand Chapter of Connec-
ticut, stands expefled for the embezzlement of the funds. We rejoice, how-
ever, to see that the Grand Body, by additional levy, has again placed her ex-
chequer In a healthy condition.

«
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The address of the M. E., J. L. Gould, treats of matters of local interest, and
the proceedings of the G. G, C. Of this, he savs that among the members are
to be found “constitution tinkers,” who are anxious to be making changes in
the orgamc law, and in the work, though the session was harmoniou$ and
agreeable. He congratulates ft. A. Masonry upon the advances made in the
last few years in the far West. R. A. Masoniry seems to be in a flourishing con-
dition in'this jurisdiction. , o

We find, however, that this Grand Body deemed, it of sufficient importance,
by resolution, to forbid “the introduction of spirituous liquors into the chap-
tér or ante-rooms,” which would lead to the inference that this custom was be-
ginning to prevail, if it had not already existed a long time, and by excess have
requiréd the interference of the Grand Chapter. AS the Council sits in the
sanctum, we are a little surprised that such action could have been neces-

sary.

v¥e find that this Grand Chapter, as some others, have found it necessarY to
require, as our Grand Lodge requires, the candidate for the degrees to state
whether he has applied to any other Chapter.

At this convocation Companion J. H. Barlow was elected M. E. G. H. P., and
Companion J. K. Wheeler re-glected Grand Secretary. ,

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence is from the pen of
Companion W. Storer, who has so often delighted 'us in the same role. It i
exceeding full and complete, and most completely places his brethren in posses-
sion of what is transpiring in other jurisdictions, and it grieves us that this is
the last we shall hear from him who”has been always courteous, always kind,
and always charitable. But, though he has “?,rown grey in the service” and is
“not so0 young by a score of years as when he first assumed the _respon5|blllt¥ "
we do not find that his fire has been quenched or his zeal diminished. He tells
us: “That the fire of youth must eventually smoulder among the cooling em-
bers of advancing years. The frosts of age will chill the youthful blood, resist
the approach of Wwinter as determinedly as we_may.” And truly has he said:
“That our labor has not been altogether in vain.”” WE find, however, that not-
withstanding his eloquent appeal to be relieved from the labor of another re-
port, that the M. E. has re-appointed him on the committee.

In this report he reviews the proceedings of thirty-five Grand Chapters,
among which we find those of Alabama for 1866. He quotes liberally, and we
presume approvingly from the address of M. E. G. H. P. Brown in relation to
what Companion Brown deems “side” or higher de%,rees of masonry. We were

lad to see that he does not defend the use 0f substitutes, except in feebly sta-
ing that their use has been so long and familiarly known as “to have attained
almost the sanctity of landmarks.” Thanks, Companion Storer, for your en-
couragement to one whose inexperience had well nigh caused him to fall by the

way.

Tyhis report is one which betokens more care, industry and inte_IIi?ent enquiry
than any we have re*ftl, in fact Companion Storer ranks as the first of the Bo-
hemians, where Companion Corson very properly puts him. Long may he live
to enjoy the fruits of a well spent life.
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DELAWARE.

On the 20th January, 1869, four R. A. Chapters were assembled at Dover, un-
(er authont)(] of the G. G. H. P. of the G. G. Chapter, and organized the Grand
Chapter of this_ State, adoptlnl\glaconstltutlon, electing officers, &. Compan-
ion D. C. Godwin was made M. E. G. H. P., and Companion A. T. A. Torbert
was made E. G. Secretary. _ _

In looking over this Constitution we find that our Companions of Delaware
have provided against any misconception in the mooted and oft recurring ques-
tion of vacancies, and we are inclined to_think that the plan pursued by them
is such as is calculated to give entire satisfaction. Anofficer can resignin this
Jfl_JI'ISdICtIOﬂ, and any vacanq(_other than_in the office of High Priest can be

illed at any regular convocation of the Chapter. ,
. We are rgjoiced to say that this star again appears, from the cloud by which
it has been ohscured, t0 shed its benign influence on our craft. We greet thee,
iyster, &rlldhhoﬁe that your influence may be felt for generation aftér genera-
ion—All haill

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

On 12th of March was held a special convocation of this Grand Chapter, ap-
parently for no other purpose than to have a committee reply to what are
termed”the mis-statements of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence of
Maryland and District of Columbia, which report was made to an adjourned
convocation, held March 18th. We think that if the committee had been im-
bued “with malice toward nong, with charity for all” we should not have had
this rePort, but one with less of the fire of eénmity and more of the oil of love.
The extra convocation was a mistake, and the report a mistake, the_one called
unf?ert,the influence of passion and the other made in haste and without due
reflection.

A Semi-Annual Convocation was also held on 11th May, at which only some
business of Rersonal interest to the Grand Chapter was transacted, and on 9th
November the Annual Convocation was, held, with representatives from five
chaEters Elresent at which nothing was done except the hearing the address of
M. E. G. H. P. Holmead and makln%afeyv appropriations. The M, E. in his
address confined himself to congratulations on the happy termination of their
difficulties and showing the inconsistencies of the action of the G. G. Chapter.
The Grand Chapter was called from work until the 30th November, previous to
which however Companion B. B. French was elected G. H. P., and Companion
N. D. Larner re-elected Grand Secretari/). , ,

In these proceedings we find a very able report from the Committee on Juris-
prucence as to the amount of maiming necessary to the_ disqualification of the
applicant, and thoufgh we cannot go quite as far as this committee in its dis-
regard of the “perfect man,” yet we are of opinion that most of its views are
correct, though more liberal than those usually entertained. We have not the
report of our'committee on this subject alluded to, before us, butwe are in-
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clined to the opinion that the views of the P. G. H. P. have been mistaken for
those of the committee. The rule in this jurisdiction is that “it is incompe-
tent for R. A. Chapters to confer the respective degrees of masonry upon can-
didates whose physical defects are such as to prevént them from conforming
Ilterallé/,,to all'the requirements of all the degrees “which is substantially ex-

ressed in the resolution of the Grand Chaptér of District of Columbia as fol-

ows
“That the question of physical disqualification is one, in the determination
of which each chapter must’judge for itself, being guided 0n|¥ by a sound dis-
cretion and an enlightened judgment as to the requirement of our craft.”
This Grand Chapter passed resolutions whose object was to accept in good
faith the place assigned them by the General Grand Chapter and restore har-
mony to the craft.

FLORIDA.

This Grand Chapter convened on the 13th January, 1868, the M.E. G. H. P.
being absent, and the D. G. H. P. Wm. Morrill premdmgi. An address from
the M. E. was, however, read, from which we learn that the fires are burning
dimly upon the altars, and also that poverty and distress surround our com-
?anlons. The business of the Grand Chapter pertained entirely to local mat-
ers, none of which have any general interest. P. G. H. P. Thomas Brown,
late Chairman of Committeé on Foreign Correspondence, has gone to the
eternal rest, No more will his pen excite the ire or arouse, the jealousies, of
others by his well-timed strictures or judicious denunciation. "A mourning
pa_tf;e was ordered to be dedicated to his memor%/. ,

here is noreport from this committee with the Rroceedmgs.

Companion J. Ellenwood was elected Grand High Priest, and H. A. Corley
elected Grand Secretary. , _

_ After closing our report, the proceedings of the Grand Convocation for 1869,
in January, came to hand, wherein we find that the cause of capitular masonry
is be%lnmn,g again to revive in that f]]urlsdlctlon ; that the altars on which the
fires had died out are being again lighted up, and new ones_are being erected.

Companion DeWitt C. Dawkins was elected M. E. G. H. P., and Companion
Ed. Bradford jr., Grand ,Secreta%v. S

At this Convocation this Grand Chapter accepted the invitation of the G. G*
C..and is now an integral part of that bodK. , _

The report on Correspondence is from the pen of Companion Dawkins, and
though hastily written, as he avers, contains a condensed view of the condition
of the Grand Chapters reviewed. He is kind in his notice of Alabama, but in
his haste, or because he had not his spectacles, he mistakes the Committee on
Jurisprudence for that on Correspondence.

GEORGIA.

We have the proceedings of this Grand Chapter for 1867 and_ 1868, together
with the address of the M. E. G. H. P., at the session of April, 1869, but no
proceedings for this year.
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M. E. Companion Lawrence, G. H. P., again had to review the proceedings
of the several Grand Chapters in the absence of a Committee on Foreign Cor-
respondence, and though very short it contains wholesome truths and the
enunciation of true masonic principle, which we hope will hereafter be found
guiding all who are exHected to instruct the uninformed. _ ,

The Committee to whom was referred the address of the Grand High Priest
of the year previous, reiterate the oglnlon of the Grand Chapter of Georgia,
of the uselessness. of the General Grand Chapter and were discharged from
further consideration of the sub{ect. The Committee on Foreign Correspond-
ence was revived at this convocation. S .

Companion Lawrence was a%am elected Grand High Priest, and Companion
B. B.Bussell elected Grand ecretar){z. ]

At the convocation of 1868, the M. E. G. H. P. devotes a great part of his
address to the correction of typographical errors in the printed copy of his
address in 1866, all of which are duly noted. Nothing of general importance
transpired at this convocation, _

We have a report on Foreign Correspondence from_Com?amonJ. Emmett
Blackshear, being the first for Some years. In it he reviews twenty-seven pro-
ceedings, ours béing.of the number, "and we congratulate our companions in
Georgia on having given such an able accession to the corps of reporters.  We
find that he possesses an aptitude in the use of the scalﬁel which is only equalled
by that of Companion Corson or Guiibert, and that though fearless'in Its use
he is yet gentle in his touch.

INDIANA.

The Twenty-third Annual Convocation was held on the 21st October, 1868, M.
E I.dNewby, Grand High Priest, presiding, with fifty-seven chapters repre-
sented.

[t 1s in the address of the M. E, that we find a report of the proce,edln?s of
the General Grand Chapter, and in the absence of Fubllshed proceedings from
this august and imperishable body for the information” of companions, we will
gage.use foiltms synapsis.  One of the resolutions of this General Grand

ody is as follows : , ,

Rglsoived, That no State Grand Chapter organized by this Most Excellent
General Grand Body, or which at any time hecame & constituent member
thereof, can lawfully surrender its connection with the General Grand Chapter
without its consent,but the allegiance of each of said Grand Chapters is in-
alignable and now due.” .

Is t e%overnment of the General Grand Chapter a material or amoral one ?
Suppose that either Kentucky, Bhode Island, lowa, North Carolina, Vermont,
Alabama, Texas, or Georgia, or the Grand Chapters of these States decline any
further connection with this General Grand Body, what is it proposed shall be
done with them ? This General Grand Body cannot, under its constitution
use_dlsmplma,ry ,oowe,rs, hecause this is expressly forbidden, and what then’
Is it not ridiculous in a body clalmm? immaculateness, pretending to be a
concentration of all the dignity and all the excellence and all the wisdom of
Boyal Arch Masonry to intimate a threat which it is powerless to execute? If



56 APPENDIX. [1869.

the General Grand Chapter possessed the power to punish State Grand Chap-
ters, then such a resolution as the above might have been proper ; but when
it has no such power, then, by this act, it renders itself only the subject of a
?reater share of and more supreme contempt than its whole course in relation
0 the Grand Chapter of District of Columbia had previously subjected it to.

In almost every State Grand Chapter we find a feeling of uneasiness and ap-
prehension in refation to this General Grand Body, and we find this General
Grand Body seeking to enlarge its powers. The doctrine of inalienability of
allegiance we thought had long since been exploded, and that various govern-
ments which prevmusl?/ adhered to this doctrine had at last yieldedto the
more sensible one of allowing the subject to make his selection. , _

What if the Grand Chapters of these several States can be coerced into this
semblance of submission, is this the allegiance desired, that of unW|II|nﬂ
minds chafing under restraint that harrows, and which, begets hatred and a
that follows in its train? [s this the end and aim of this General Grand Body
aud of masonry? Let not this question be pushed in this way. It were in-
fm(ljtely_tbedtter 0 maintain harmony in separate families than discord pent up
and united.

We confess to great astonishment when we read this resolution. We had
thought that one'State Grand Chapter was the equal of every other State Grand
Chapter, whether State or General. But if allegiance (a Strange word to he
usedmasonically,) be inalienable, what then becomes of the “own free will
and accord,” of which we hear so much, and of which we are ustlwroud? IS
It possible that any contract once entered upon_is indissoluble? "We presume
that when the several Grand Chapters entered into this arrangement, itwas for
mutual benefit. Nothln% can_be produced to show that it was ever contem-
plated that the step was 10 be irrevocable, but as it was done of the free will
50 to the free will should the continuance be left. o

Allegiance, as we said, was a stran%e word in masonry—allegiance is the duty
a subject owed to his lord, the obligation by which he was bound to his service,
what,asubgect_owes_to his sovereign, what a citizen owes to his State, and a
violation of this ob_Ilﬁatlon, arefusal to perform this duty, subjects the offen-
der to condign punishment.  Is it proposed that this General Grand Body shall
discipline these several State Grand Chapters, and punish them for disobedience
to_its behests, and a refusal to recognize and obey Its authority? ]
_The Grand Chapter of this State, believing that the objects of its organiza-
tion were to be advanced by union among thé several Grand Chapters éntered
into this family, This she'did in exercise of her own discretion, and now not
alone in the belief that the General Grand Chapter “had outlived its day. of
usefulness,” she prefers to attend to her own mission in her ownway, believin
as Pennsylvania, that she is capable of taking care of her own officers withou
aid or advice from abroad. It is doubly important that she should keep, aloof
from foreign entanglement while the question of an increase of power in the
General Grand Chapter is yet undecided.

From this address and the proceedings we learn that Royal Arch Masonry is
progressive and healthy in this jurisdiction. Many new thapters have been
and still are in process of formation, and no cases of grievance had to be ad-
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justed. Death here, as elsewhere, has been busy and our companions are
called to mourn the loss of one in whom they had “placed great confidence, P.
G._H.P.Isaac Bartlett. _ :

Companion Newby made the report of Committee on Foreign Correspondence
reviewing the proceedings of twenty-seven Grand Chapters,” among which. we
are pleased to find Alabama, and is a fair collection of those facts and opinions
mast proper to be known by the companions with judicious criticism.

Companion H. G, Hazelrlgglwas elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and
Companion J. M. Bramwell€lected Excellent Grand Secretary.

IOWA.

This Grand Chapter was convoked on the 16th October, 1868, Eight Excellent
J. W. Satterthwaite Grand King as Grand High Priest. .

The Deputy Grand High Priést being present, but not presiding, because, as
we infer from the proceédings, his claims to that position were no recoqmzed,
we presume, by the Grand King. This difficulty is obviated for the future as
the Grand Chapter settled the matter by a resofution fixing the status and de-
fining the powers of the Deputy Grand |%h,Pr|est. The Most Excellent Com-
panion Hemmenway Grand th Priest, em% absent, his address was pre-
sented and read by the Grand Secretary. It shows almost unexampled pros-
perity. He deprecates the use of subistitutes and recommends action on the
part of the Grand Chapter—which action the Grand Chapter took. He also
recommends that the work and lectures be entrusted to the cu,stodz of acom-
mittee chosen from the several parts of the State the Grand High Priest being
ex officio one of them. to whom all questions should be referred. The com-
mittee, however, to whom the matter was referred, reported adversely to the

same.

Companion P. C. Wright was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and
Companion W, B. Langridge was re-elected Grand Secretary.

We again miss from these proceedm%s, the report on ,Fore|gn Correspondence
from our Companion Guilbert, for by this loss we are indeed grieved. Where
shall we find so sound a discretion, So candid and fearless a “criticism, or so
keenand cutting a rebuke as was usually to be found in his reports ?

ILLINOIS.

This Grand Chapter convened on the 9th October, 1863, G. Lininger Most
Excellent Grand High Priest, with ninety-three chapters represented.

The address of the M. E. shows the Royal Craft to be prosperous and pro-
gressing. He however points to some ulcers festering on the body, and earn-
estly appeals to the Grand Chapter to use its utmost exertions to diminish the
use of profanity, and also intemperance among the companions. He congratu-
lates the Grand Chapter that uniformity of work may be attained in that juris-
diction now that a Committee on Work will_report, “and intimates that there
is a surer way of preserving it than by leaving'it to the judgment, discretion,
or fallible mémory of a “‘custodian.”
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This Grand Body requires, as we now do, examination in each degree before
the candidate, cau be advanced- It also requires, as does our Grand Lodgne,
that the petitioner for Chapter de(t;rees shall state in his petition whether he
has ever before _Betltloned any other Chapter in that {urlsdlctlon, and if so
which, and prohibits the degrees until by unanimous vote of the chapter hav-
mg/lrejected him permission’be granted. . _

ost Excellent Companion J. H. Miles was elected Grand Sigh Priest, and
Excellent Companion H. G. Reynolds was re-elected Grand Secrétary.

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, from the pen of
Companion Reynolds, betokens ath,ought Ul head and ready pen. Itis sprightly
and usuall%/ sound: fyet we were pained to find that even he is unable to Separate
temporal feelings from masonic ones, thus—the great and terrible bugaboo
secession looms up to his vision as a terrible apparition, and dims his 3|_r]1ht S0
much as to produce frightful figures, such as terrify old women and, children.
Why this harp upon a Single string ? Why appeal to passions fast beln? allayed
and not rest the case upon soundgood sénse and masonic argument? IS it
necessary to invoke the love of theflag to “nail it to a mast head” to effect
the object? or can we not “ reason together ™ and fraternally live together or
fraternally live apart ? .

This report s in the same vein aswas the address of the Most Excellent Grand
Hlﬁh Priest of Indiana, the previous year, when he desired to have Indiana re-
call her act of severance from the General Grand Chapter. As then we depre-
cate any arguments drawn from politics, and the use of passions engendered
by heated party conflict.

KANSAS.

Again we have the welcome tidings from our younF sister that masonry is
progressing in that region. This Grand Chapter held its fourth Annual Con-
vocation on the 19th October, 1868, the J"I%ht Excellent Grand Km%, E.A
Smith presiding, but at the ensum% session the Most Excellent Grand High
Priest was present, with representatives from ten chapters. There seems to
be work for the chapters, and noticing the rejections we suppose that the por-
tals are b_elngbwell guarded ; yet we find that'in several of the chapters a num-
ber not divisible by'three have been exalted.. A resort must then have been
had to the use of Substitutes, a practice which we think wrong, and which is
heing prohibited by Grand Chapters pretty generally; yet no, application for
charity is made and no grievance had to be redressed. This shows a very
healthy record. Harmony prevails and brotherly love abounds. o
. The_chapter confined its labors to matters of interest only to those within its
jurisdiction. - The Most Excellent Grand High King, R. R" Rees, delivered a
pretty valedictory, and Companion 0. A. Bassett was elected Grand High Priest
and Companion E. T. Carr again Grand Secretary. .

The report from Committee on Foreign Correspondence is lengthy and well
written; containing among others a review of our proceedings for 1867,
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KENTUCKY.

The proceedings of the Grand Chagterof this State for the Annual Convo-
cation held on 18th October, 1869, is before us, and we rejoice that they are in
our hands thus early and not laid over until another year shall have passed. It
Is quite a large volume, and the promRtness with wiich it is placed before the
other Grand Chapters is evidence of the value of the Grand Secretary, Com-
panion P. Swigert. Companion Richard G. Hawkins, Grand High Priest, presi-
ded: with representatives from eighty-four subordinates present, The Grand
High Priest states that “the past Year has been a quiet one with us,” “and
the Order in this State is, as far as1can learn, in a (Frosperous condition.”

Anew revised constitution and rules was adopted at this convocation—we
have not had time to examine them in detail, but presume that they cover the
usual ground—we see that they are espemalf%/ minute in their requirements.

Companion Henderson presents the report on correspondence, in which he
reviews fraternally and critically such proceedings as were on hand. He mis-
takes the report of our Committee on Jurisprudence, however, when he states
It reported “that a motion to Ia)( on the table was unmasonic, and should not
be entertained ” for this was the language of the motion referred. To this the
committee ob{ected and from it differed; and so reported, and the report was
adopted. Put on your specs Companion Henderson, and don’t make us say
exactly what we did not say. , _ _

_The’Grand Chapter at this convocation aﬂpomted a Committee on Work, con-
sisting of three, who are to_hunt _amon%t e rubbjish and produce a work, an
while rmgm? this up, doubtless like other committees that we wot of, if they
espy abeautiful piece of work and should be struck with its singular form and
beauty, they will most Ilkely,brm? it up, and present it as the work, such work
as s essential for the prosperity of Koyal Arch Masonry. and uniformity among
the craft. We would advise the committee to seek odly for the work of their
fathers, and if found to produce it, but to guard_ well dgainst innovations and
suggestlons of beauty and symmetry. Companion E. B. Jones was elected
M.Ex. Grand High Priest, arid Companion P. Swigert was elected Grand Sec-
retary.

LOUISIANA.

This Grand Chapter convened.on 9th Eebruary, 1869, Most Excellent S. M.
Todd, Grand HI({h Priest, and Right Excellent J. C. Batchelor, Grand Secretary,
with representatives from twenty subordinates. .

The address of the Most Exceflent Grand High Priest is devoted to such mat-
ters as pertain to his own_jurisdiction and to an account of his Stewardship in
the last triennial convocation of the General Grand Chapter. He also states that
“we are now cursed as we have been in former years, with the presence in our
midst of a clandestine and spurious body calling itself the *Supreme Council
of A &A S, Rite for the soveregn and independent State of Louisiana, of
which one Chassaegnac is chief,” &c., which had been recognized by the Grand
Orient of France.
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Upon which the committee to whom was referred the address report the fol-
Iowmg resolution, which was adopted: ,

“"That all masonic corresRondence and fraternal relations between the Most
Excellent Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Louisiana, and the Grand Orient of
Erance, cease and be discontinued, and that no mason holding allegiance to that
Grand Body, be recognized as such in this jurisdiction.” , ,

Companion S. M. Todd was again, elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion J. C. Batchelor again elected Right Excellent Grand Secretary.

Companion Horner gives us a report from the Committee on Foreign Corres-
pondence which betokens a desire to put the Companions of Louisiana in close
and confidential relations with those of other jurisdictions. His report is able
and “exhaustive,” and we regret that we are constrained not to extract as much
as we would wish_ from this excellent work. He reviews no less than forty vol-
umes of proceedings amon? which we find those of Alabama for 1867, and his
notice of them and of us is full and flattering. We are aware however of our
short-comings and deficiencies, and are induced to undertake the great labor,
for which amid the cares of business, and the strug?Ies consequent upon an
impoverished exchequer, we find so little time only from that sense of d”t?é
which is the result of the conviction that no place should be sought, no tas
|m]gosed avoided. ) , , o

he committee thinks with us that there is no need for an edict requiring a
hook of marks or the selection and record of a mark, as these are the impera-
tive requirements of the degree jtself. , ,

In allusion to the actionof the Grand Chapter of Arkansas in electing and
exaltingan * * * * *  jie says . “This action is as strange to us as it
was to many others of sister jurisdictions. Admitting that the Grand Chapter
of Arkansas has the right, and we believe she has, is” it not more honored in
the breach than in the observance 7" _

The report of the committee contains a detailed report of the course pur-
sued by the Louisiana Delegation on all questions arising in the General Grand
Chapteér, and it seems clear'to our minds that no good Can possibly result to
Masonry or to the Royal Craft by a connection with that body.

There is to be surean intimatjon in this report that those Grand Chapters
which have thought proper to dissolve the connection previously existing had
done so, in no “Honorable, open and lawful amanner.” "This however we pass,
only congrat_ulatmgi ourselves that we are out, and expressing the determina-
tion to rémain until we become satisfied that the interests of our Order shall
demand a return to our “allegiance,” as it has been elsewhere denominated,
"To us it seems that whatever course will be productive of harmony and good
will, will most conduce to our prosperity. - Our intellectual powers cannot
grasp the nice distinctions of constitutional law which are so often pressed
upon us, but our percePtlons arenot so dull, but that we_perceive that those
composm_% this General Grand Body are either disgusted with its imbecility, an-
noyed at its uselessness, or apprehension of its encroachments. To avoid these
harassing doubts and fears is certainly to be desired, and for this reason we
feel that we, in common with those occupying the same position with us, are
on the vantage ground. In these proceedings we find a very full report of the
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course pursued by the representatives of this Grand Chapterin the General Grand
Chapter, and there is now pending, as the result of their observation, for ac-
tion at the next annual convocation the following resolution : o
“That In the opinion of the Grand Chapter ‘of Louisiana the organization
known as the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the United States
of America, has become useless, may become dangerous, and ought to cease to
exist. - That our representatives at the next Grand Convocation 0f the General
Grand ChaPter bel and they are hereby instructed, to propose and advocate the
adoption of resolutions providing for the total extinction of the said General
Grand Chapter ;_and that in the'eventof the non-passage of such resolutions,
then that our said representatives request the release of this Grand Chapter
from all her obligations to, and connection with said General Grand Chapter.”
We make no comment.

MAINE.

_ This Grand Chapter held its Annual Convocation on 4th_May, 1869, Compan-
ionJ. M. Larrabee, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and Companion Ira Berry,
Grand Setcrdetary, with twenty-nine chapters represented—one only not being
represented.

| r|1et address of the Most Excellent is entirely pertaining to business of that
ocality.

Comypamon Drummond gives the report from Committee on Correspondence,

treV|e¥\/|ng Alabama among thirty-five Grand Chapters. 1t is succinct and in-
eresting.
In rapgeakmg of the expression of the Grand High Priest of Kansas in rela-
tion to the powers of the General Grand Chapter, as “delegated powers,” he
says: “It (the G..G. C.) possesses the power to change its” own constitution
without limit. _Itis the parent of all Grand Chapters, according to the theory
of its constitution, as it originallyrfwas and always since has been. We must
look this question squarely In the face. The Gen. Grand Chapter when formed,
and theoretically ever since, has been the ruling power in Boyal Arch Masonry
in this country, and the Grand Chapters have no powers, but those delegated
to them by it. * We are aware that the constitution now says the General Grand
Chapter shall exercise only “the powers delegated to it,” But delegated to it
how? By its own constitution, which it may change as it pleases. The idea of
owers delegated to it, by the State Grand Chapters is in'it, i at all, in mere
.?rm, a(?d no more. It hasagreed to exercise only such powers—until it changes
its mind.

Look these expressions of the powers and conscience of the General Grand
Chapter “squarely” in the face, my companions, and be assured that a few more
St. Louis revels would probably destroy all limitations in the constitution, and
the General Grand Chapter become, what is_herein claimed for it, the supreme
power, allowing the existence of the State Grand Chapters only as it may suit
Its convenience or contribute to its pride. S

Companion Joseph Pearson Gill was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest
and Ira Berry was again elected Grand Secretary.
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MARYLAND AND DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

The Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on the 9th Novem-
ber, 1869, Most Excellent John L. Yeates Grand High Priest, and Eight Excel-
lent W, A. Wentz Grand SecretarY, with ten chapters represented. =~

We find that the Most Excellent Grand High Priest devotes almost his entire
address to the action of the General Grand Chapter in relation to the Grand
Chapter of District of Columbia, and in it he certam(ly shows up the inutility
and imbecility of the former body. As we had already stated elsewhere, we
can hardl¥ conceive how any bod¥ of men or masons could have pursued a
course better calculated to produce Tor them supreme contempt than has this
General Grand Body and its chief officer. The resolutions in relation to the
Grand Chapter of District of Columbia seem to us glarmg in their inconsisten-
cies, and the previous action of the General Grand Chaptér in seating the rep-
resentatives of what their General Grand High Priest had pronounced a clan-
destine body without the withdrawal of slich denunciation, is to us most
unaccountable, and surely foreshadowed the subsequent action. _

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest of Maryland and District of Columbia,

says:

g‘Fro_m this summary of proceedings which we think embraces every impor-
tant point necessary to make known, you will be enabled to act advisédly, and
wisely determine whether you will remain longer in union with the General
Grand Chapter, powerless as its constitution declares it to be, as to_any right
of discipling, admonition, censure or instruction? Whether you will continue
joined to afactious and versatile power, without authority fo enforce its own
decrees? A ‘nomine et umbra—a shadow without a substance, a body without
allvm? heart.” Hard words from a child to a parent, yet admonishing that
that little tea party is by no means homo%eneous or harmonious.”

We by no means agree with the Most Excellent that the Grand Chapter of
Maryland and District of Columbia has done nothing to produce this singular
tempest. She certam!}/ agreed to a separation—a partition of her territory—
and after it was done declared it to be “final and complete.”

The committee to whom this portion of the address was referred, reported a
series of resolutions, as follows : .

L. Resolved, That the action of the General Grand Chapter of the United
States, in re%ard to the District of Columbia, is in direct violation of its con-
stitution, and therefore null and of no effect, and has no binding force.
2. Resolved, That a State Grand Chapter has no rlglht to violate its constitu-
tion and adhere to such action, and that the General Grand Chapter is more
restricted in this respect. .

3, Resolved, That we request the several State Grand Chapters to review
their action, and take into congsideration all the facts in the case, and adopt
measures in accordance therewith. _

4. Resolved, That this Grand Chapter: beljeves that she has now placed her-
self in her proper position, and will maintain her rightful authority over every
foot of the or|g+nal territory of the State of Maryland. _

5. Resolved, That the sentence heretofore pronounced by this Grand Chapter
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against her recusant subordinates, and their members is hereby re-affirmed,
an{j all thgse 'I[rue to their allegiance are required to take due notice thereof and
act accordingly. .

Wh_m% regoYutlons were separateIY voted upon and adopted—the second
unanimously—and the gthers with but one d_|ssen_t|n% voice. Thus we see that
Royal Arch masonry is by no means harmonious in the more northern portions
of the Union. A voice is heard from the extreme South denouncing the whole
course of the General Grand Chapter, and before the sounds have died away
the extreme North declares that it will be heard “in relation to the assump-
tions of the General Grand Chapter touching its usurpation in the Grand
Chaga_ter of Maryland and District of Columbia, While we deplore this unpleasant
condition of thé question. This Grand ChaéJter_, with the cpubllshed proceed-
ings of the Grand Chapter of Maryland and District of Columbia before it,
in‘which it is declared “ that the “division of the jurisdiction is hereby de-
clared to be complete,” and looking upon the subsequent action of the "Most
Excellent General Grand High Priest Lewis, as an assumption, and without
proper warrant cordially greéted the Grand Chapter of District of Columbia,
and now the Grand Chapter of Maryland and District of Columbia declares
that it erred in its former action, and asks that we look t11po,n her proceedings
of the last year as unauthorized, and retrace our steps. This appears to your
committee as a very strange request. Arewe to reject comdoanlonshlp, with' our
brethren of the District of Columbia, whom we were urge to recognize by the
Grand Chapter of Maryland and District of Columbia, because the last Grand
Body should now regret her former action, and under this feeling, like chil-
dren, recall their giff? We sympathize with our companions in Maryland,
though we think, s we thought last year, that less haste on the part of each
would have heen productive 0f greater good to the parties interested and to the
craft generally. The die is casthowever. The Grand Chapter of District of Co-
lumbia has been enerall¥ recognized, and under the recommendation, and
with the published consent of the Grand Chapter of Maryland and District of
Columbia, and it were useless to ask these Grand Bodies td recall their previous
action and to reverse t. _ , _

_The report on Foreign Correspondence is by Companion C. H. Ohr, who in
his exordium makes a ength}/ and somewhat” facetious apoloay for defects, if
any be found. He reviews the proceedings of twenty-five Grand Chapters,
amon% which we find ours, which is kind and fraternal. He appears surprised
that the matter of the Grand Chapter of District of Columbia should have been
recommended to reference to a special committee by our Most Excellent Grand
High Priest, but still more astonished that no such committee had been ap-
pointed. By reference however to page thirty-five of printed proceedings he
will find the committee in capitals, doubtless fo attract attention, &c. )

We clothed qurselves in sack-cloth and ashes once, because of Companion
Owen’s keen sight and blade in laying open to the gaze of our companions gen-
erally our shorf-comings and defiCiencies, and wehad_hoped forgiveness, but
Comipanion Owen, not having changed his glasses, again saw the same offence
against propriety where it was not to be seén, and again gave us a severe fla?-
gellation, and now we find that Companion Ohr is making us undergo mortifi-
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cation while, search as we may, we can no where find that we have been guntr
of the offense a second time. ~ Our repentance, coupled as it was with a full
ccnfession, was sincere and we hope will produce lasting results—let us there-
fore have peace—no more scarification then of the old wound. ]

The whole report is a fair review of the several proceedings under the influ-
ence of the masonic virtues, though “My Maryland” evidently pervades the
whole. In his notice of the Gran Chaﬁter of District of Columbia he some-
what forgets the mantle which he elsewnere uses (perhaps by this time he had
lost it) and becomes a little personal, though the report on this subject is
mainly argumentative. 1t is claimed that this Grand Chapter gave its consent
to the formation of the Grand Chagter of the District of Columbia unconsti-
tutionally and ,|IIe|gaIIy, -and that therefore it is null and void, and no consent
was given. It is also claimed that a State Grand Chapter cannot diminish its
urisdiction, and that the District of Columbia s a part of the State of Mary-
and. S0 you see, my companions, the singular “muddle " into which our com-
panions of Maryland have placed themselves and from which they ask us to as-
sist in extricating them, and_the “gordian knot” they themselves have made
and which they ask us to assist in cutting, To your committee the duty of this
Grand Body seems to be plain.  To stand by her previous action until she shall
see that reasons strongﬁr than those yet urBed shall appear to induce a changﬁ.
Our companions in hoth Maryland and the District of Columbia have lost SIH t
of the moral application of one of the three great lights ; yet we hope that
time will cool these unmasonic passions and furnish yet & solution to this
troublesome entanqlement. , )

Companion Charles H. Ohr was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion W. A. Wentz elected Grand Secretary.

MISSISSIPPI.

The twenty-first Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on 14th
January, 1869, Most Excellent J. O. Lusher Grand High Priest, and Right Ex-
cehl_enttO. T. Keeler Grand Secretary, and representafives from fifty-three sub-
ordinates.

The address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest bears a rather gloom
aspect.  Financial distress is felt by our companions there, and the fires re-
main extmé;mshed on many of their altars ;. et,harmonK and,?ood feeling are
to be found, and doubtless ere long these will bring forth fruit. He call§ the
attention of the Grand Chapter fo_the violationof the edicts of the Grand
Chapter by one of its subordinates in the use of substitutes in conferring the
Royal Arch Degree, which edict declares that the chapter so acting shall forfeit
its charter. .Onwhich the committee to whom this was referred report a reso-
ution relieving the chapter from its operation, because of the ignorance of the
High Priest; yet administers a reprimand to the chapter. The Most Excellent
deplores “thé system of electioneering, wire-working, and log-rolling,” which
he has observed. Tru!}/, nothing seems o your committee more unmasonic or
more calculated to produce bickering and hard feelln(]; among the craft, among
whom there should be no contention, save that noble emulation of “who can
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bestwork and best agree.” Yetwe presume that it is to be observed in all
Grand Bodies. We have known it here, and with the Most Excellent of Missis-
aw, we deplore it. , .

e are glad to see that the comPanlo,n to whom was referred that portion of
the address, which su,gﬁested that the right to grant dispensations in'emergent
cases should be abolished, agreed with ‘our expressed views of last year, and
reported adversely. It appears strange that a recommendation of this charac-
ter should always come from one who has exercised this power, and who, like
the Grand High' Priest of Kentucky last year, should declare that the exercise
of the Rowe_r Is calculated “to lower the standard of Royal Arch Masonry.”
Then why did he use the power ? Strange, that with these views a companion
would lend his great power to produce only evil. Companion George D. Fee
was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and Companion O. T. Keeler,
G. S. Companion Patton again gives Us his report on Foreign Correspondence
in his usual most excellent, and What is still better, most masonic sté/le. In
this we find a lengthy review of the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter,
but we confess that the more we read of this D. of C. difficulty, the more in-
tricate becomes the webb ; and we find ourselves in the condition of aman
made ajuror for the first time. Had there been no General Grand Chapter, we
helieve "that the whole difficulty between the Grand Chapter of M. and that of
D. C would long ago have besn solved.

His notice of Alabama is kind and courtegus. Of the address of Past Grand
ngh Priest Norris, hesaY)s, it “is couched in unmistaken masonic language,
and in a style that can not be surpassed.” . . ,

We make the following extract from his review of the proceedings of Con-
necticut, not because of the pleasure it gives us, but because of its truth; and
though the exposure is somewhat damaging, yet we hope that good to our be-
loved” order may result: )

“It is too often the case that men of immoral, yea, | may say, of bad charac-
ter-such as take the name of God in vain, drunkenness, '&amblm , speaking
evil of good men, regard not the solemn obligation as a Master Mason—are,
through favor, permitted to enter the sacred precincts, participate in all that
should be “Holiness to the Lord,” and as soon as they have the degree in pos-
session, the next thing heard of them is in some rovid gamb,lmg or drinking
saloon, takln%ﬂthe nanie of God on his polluted lips, and Doasting that he s a
Royal Arch Mason in good standing.” * * * “We must bepardoned for
any word uttered that doesnot suit the taste of such as choose to disagree with
us, as to what constitutes a true and good mason*” _

e byno means agree with our companion, when, in conclusion, he,sa){]s
“that peace and harmony Frevall throughout the entire jurisdiction in the
United States,” for assuredly he has forgotten the unsettled condition of ma-
sonic affairs in Maryland and'the District of Columbia.

Within this gurls, iction we find that there are 2,576 affiliated Royal Arch Ma-
sons, and that during the year there were 105 exaltations.

5
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MASSACHUSETTS.

The Grand Chapter of this State holds quarterly convocations, and during
1868 these were held on 10th March, 9th June, 13th October, and 8th December,
Most Excellent Richard Brlg%,Grand High Priest at the three first and Com-
panion Henry Chickering atthe fourth ; Companion E. Thomas Waterman be-
m%Grand Secretary. - , _ ,

t the first convocation, a committee previously aPpomted reported, “ that
the Ritual of the Past Master’s degree shall be confined to the ceremonies of
introduction, election, obligation, installation, and lecture, to he conferred
without any intermission or'interruption in the order of progression. And in
the Royal ‘Arch the living arch shall not be less than three and a half feet in
height, and remain stationery while being used.” All of which was “accepted”
and ordered to be printed.

At the second convocation it was also voted that the delegates to the General
Grand Chapter should “use their most earnest efforts to obtain a dissolution of
the said General Grand Chapter; and failing to obtain such a dissolution, to
sAeekh K/I peaceable withdrawal " therefrom, agreeably to the obligations of Royal

rch Masons.

Which instructions the proxies for the officers of the Grand Chapter failed
to obey, for reasons assigned; among which we find as follows: “The other
alternative presented by ¥ourvote_, that we seek a peaceable withdrawal from
the convocation, could not, in our Jud%ment, have been attempted at that time,
and before an opportunity had been offered of once more presenting the sub-
ﬁct for your consideration, without lessening to a?,reat,de ree the influence of
Massachusetts in othei' Masonic Bodies thén meeting in St. Louis,” &. The
italics are ours. _ , o

At the third convocation, Companion Chickering was elected Most Excellent
Grand High Priest, and after attende to such business as pertained to that
Iocalléy, proceeded to the Banquet Hall. Of the proceedings here we have no
record.

Massachusetts was called during last year to mourn the loss of their Most
Excellent Companion, J. G. Johnson, Past Grand King, who, as the com-
mittee state, had “remained true and faithful to our institution, adhering to it
during all its persecutions, ennobling it not less by the mtegrltk/ of hi§ char-
acter, and the purity of his life, than' by his ardent devotion to every good
work by which Its best interests might be‘promoted.” He had Passed the three
score years and ten allotted to man. [{ayhe have been able to present the
signet at the veil above. , o

ispensations for new chapters seem in that jurisdiction not to he granted
téythe Most Excellent Grand High Priest, except upon recommendation of the

rand Chapter after. petition, and new Chapters are still springing up there.

‘We find that in this %)UI‘ISdICtIOﬂ there af)pears to be growmq a disposition to
dispense with the robes, and we heartily wish that we could number them
among the things of the past, as entirely Useless. ,

It is apparent that Massachusetts does not hold to the rule of most other {u-
risdictions, requiring the chapter degrees to be conferred only on affiliated
masons.
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Companion Henry Chickering again furnishes the report from Committee on
Foreign Correspondence, reviewing the proceedings of nineteen Grand Chap-
ters, some of them for two and three years ; but among them we look in vain
for Alabama. The report is lengthy dnd exceedingly agreeable. He displays
unmistakeably the true masonic ‘spirit in his notice of the proceedings of the
District of Columbia, and also those of Maryland. He says : “Nor dowe be-
lieve it (the dlfflculéy) will ever be settled till a different spirit is manifested.”

Of the General Grand Chapter he says : “We went to Saint Louis not pre-
possessed in favor of the General Grand Chapter. We came away fully con-
vinced of its usefulness*” .

We had marked many f[])assages for copty, but fearing the too great IenFth of
our report may deter the companions from a perusal, we aré compelled to
forego their use.

MINNESOTA

Held an annual convocation on 26th October, 1868. Maost Excellent Luther
Dearborn, Grand High Priest, and Right Excellent W. S, Combs, Grand Secre-
tary, -with ten chapfers represented. " The Most Excellent in his address, in
alluding to the strides of civilization and masonry over that “almost boundless
domain,” says: *The history of our order is ‘the history of progress; and
wherever we hear ‘the sound of axe, hammer, and tool of iron,’ thére also we
hear the sound of the ‘gavel’ calling from_refreshment to labor, in the noble
tenets of our profession - Brotherly Cove, Relief, and Truth.” The address is
replete with sound masoni¢ instruction, and an earnest caution to the compan-
ions to guard againt the vices of intemperance and profamty.

Since"the prévious convocation, the Grand Chapter Hall had been burned,
and aloss of records, &c., sustained; but “redivivus”is their motto, and we
see that they are rising from the ashes. We sympathise with our companions.
We have known not this loss exactlg, but we have seen, the altars of our subor-
dinates despoiled; but, thanks to the Grand H!%h Priest above, a spirit of de-
termination_ to rise superior to these minor difficulties has enabled us to re-
kindle the fires on the most of them, and ere long the light as of other days
will shed, we hope, its benign influence. o

Companion Moses W. Gefchell was elected Most Excellent Grand High Prigst,
and Companion W. S, Combs, Grand Secretary.  The Committee_on Foreign
Correspondence, consisting of Companions T. C. Pierson and S. B. Foote, makes
amost excellent report, having reviewed the proceedings of 29 Grand Chapters,
many of them for two and thrée years. We find those of Alabama among them,
which received full attention from the committee. Objection is made to the
use of the term “Ancient Landmarks™ by our Most Excellent Grand High Priest
Norris, in his address, as improper in relation to the Capitular Degrees, and
the question, “ What are the Lanamarks—the immovables in the Capitular De-
grees?” we think is pertinently asked. o

The committeg, if they havé been willing, to bear the infliction of our subse-
quent report, will see that no political considerations enter into our aversign to
a connection with the General Grand Chapter, but a desire to keeP aloof from
a discordant family and a useless organization. And we find that the commit-
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tee of Minnesota agree with us in respect to the utility. They say, “ We have
ever been an ardent supporter of the General Grand Bodies, and in favor of
still another; but must confess, that the experience of the last session has
weakened our faith in their utility.” Oh, consistency, indeed thou art a jewel |

This report is first-class. [t evinces not only sound judgment in the subjects
selected, but great learning in masonic history, and apeculiar method of put-
tl_n? “multum inparvo.” Our “scissors” were useless, for we found it impos-
sible to use all that we had selected: and not being able to decide which to ex-
clude, we have concluded to recommend each companion to obtain the full re-
port and each read it for himself.

MISSOURI.

The Grand Chapter of this State held its twentieth Annual Convocation on
7th Qctober, 1868, Most Excellent Companion Martin Collins Grand High Priest,
and Companion Frank Gouley, Grand Secretary, with twenty-six chapters repre-

sented. . L .

T%e, address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest is very beautiful and
contains some well expressed sentiments, and from it we make the following
extract, because we think that it contains the essence of success and efficiency
in the Capitular Degrees : o ,

“When a brother Dy petition expresses his wish to advance from the lodge into
the chapter, careful énquiry should be instituted, not only as to his general in-
telligence and morals, butalso as to his masonic education and_knowledge of
the Tites and mysteries, so far as he has received light. See to it that hé has
wrought honestly in the quarries and exhibited specimens of his ownskill; then
reward him according to his merits.” _ _ ,

This Grand Body adopted the following resolution, which fully explains the
reason for its introduction : ) N

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Grand Chapter that the decision of our
Most Excellent Grand High Priest—that “before ‘a chapter could receive, and
entertain such a petition, the chapter under whose local jurisdiction the appli-
cant holds his membership in the lodge should be notified of his intention to take
the chapter degrees, and requested fo waive jurisdiction over him”—is errone-
ous; that lodge membership has nothing to do with chapter jurisdiction; and if
an affiliated mason has resided. one year within the jurisdiction_of any subordi-
nate chapter In this jurisdiction, said chapter thereby acquires jurisdiction
over him, and has the'right to entertain his petition, and act upon the same.

Companion Oren Rogt Jr., was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion G. F. Gouley Grand Secretary. ) ,

Companion Gouley again'makes the report from the Committee on Foreign
Correspondence, reviewing the proceedings of twenty-five Grand Chapters and
those of the General Granid Cnapter. )

We find that his comments on' the singular action of the Grand Chapter of
Arkansas in making a Royal Arch Mason'of Brother Cope from the stump, are
unique and convincing ; but we do not quote because of the matter having been
elsewhere ventilated sufficiently. He is brief, kind and courteous in his notice
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of Alabama. He deals fairly with reports that are. “excellent, faithful, spicy,
interesting, valuable, good, made with great ability, sensible, good natured,
lively, very able and colrteous;” but we find that he gives Partwularflt,s to the
use of numerals added to the names of officers of the chapter.. Hear him : “|t
is an old saym% that “figures don't lie,” but Prentiss, of Mississippi, once said
in court that “those who put them down sometimes do.” Nowwe do not charge
any falsification on the part of the signatures before us, but we do protest
against this sort of nonsense; and we challenge any man to show that a com-
Elamon is any more a Grand High Priest, or Grand Secretary, or General Grand
igh Priest,” even though he pats down the numerals of 18, 32, 33, 1001 or the
grand ‘curley ques’ of the € Clampsus Yitus.”” o
~ We have extracted enough to show that Companion Gouley is_a lively and
interesting writer, and if Space permitted we could show that he is generally a
very sound one.

NEBRASKA.

Again we have the proceedin(l;s from, this Grand Chapter, whose convocation
was held on 23d daK of June, 1869, with Most Excellent Daniel H. Wheeler
t[%eputthr?nd High Priest as Grand High Priest, and representatives from

ree Chapters.

The Grgnd,ngh Priest was not present, but sent his address, which was
read. From it we learn that other chapters are. sprlngm% up, and that har-
many Frevans., But we also learn that the practice of protane swearing is suf-
ficiently prominent to call for rebuke from the East.

This Grand Chapter also decrees that suspension for non-payment of dues
by a lodge, suspends the companion from his chapter. .
t'?]te' Grand Chapter was mainly occupied in perfecting and amending its con-
stitution.

Companion D. H, Wheeler was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion J. N. Wise elected Grand Secretary.

NEW JERSEY.

The twelfth Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on 9th Sep-
tember, 1868, Most Excellent Companion J. V. Mattison Grand High Priest, and
representatives of twe,nt¥-sev,en subordinate chapters. o

he Grand High Priest delivered avery touching address, in which he an-
nounced the loss, b% theft, of his masonic jewel and valuables; and from
this, as well as from the reports of the Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King
and Grand Secretary, we derive the information that capitulary masonry is
thriving and harmonious there. , ]

Companion Jesse P. Case was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and
Companion John Woolverton re-elected Grand Sec,reta(r:y. ,

Companion Corson, from Committeee on Foreign Correspondence, reviews
the proceedings of th|rt?/ Grand Chapters, among which we find those of Ala-
bama for 1867, and we also find that he still persists in naming our Most Ex-
cellent Past Grand High Priest Morris, when the proceedings most clearly give
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it astNorns. His review of us, and of our proceedings, is exceedingly kind and
courteous.

He still maintains, as sound, the opinion that when a brother is elected to
receive the degzr_ees of a chapter, he can only be deprived of them upon charges
preferred and trial had. In'this he is somewhat singular. ) )

The report is racy, sometimes exceedingly witty, and once in a while decided-
ly severe, yet always courteous. We think'that our companion has been keep-
ing the compass in view since last he wrote.

NEW YORK.

The seventy-second Annual Convocation was held, February 2d, 1869, Most
Excellent Seymour H. Stone Grand H|?,h Priest and Companion Christopher G.
Fox Grand Secretary, with representafives from one hundred and. thirly-five
subordinates. The Grand ngih Priest’s address was strictly a business docu-
ment and pertaining exclusively to that locality, except wherein he delivers an
encomium on the General Grand Chapter. But from this address we derive
the intelligence agreeable to every Royal Arch Mason that capitular masonry is
making rapid strides within that'jurisdiction. N

At this conyocation, among the questions submitted for a decision by the
Grand Council, we find the foIIomeI:I

“Can the Iod?es of Mark, Past or Most Excellent Masters be opened for the
P_ur ose of conferring those degrees, on candidates grevmusly elected, without
irs openm%the chapter on the Royal Arch Degree ?’

The Grand Council answer that the lodges mentioned, can only be opened
and held under the sanction and by the althority of the chapter; and hence,
if opened without sanction, the%would be illegal. 1t is therefore decided that
lodges of Mark, Past, and Most Excellent Masters must be opened as a sequence
to_the Royal Arch Chapter and not directly of themselves. = o

This Grand Chapter has_[oroposed to amend the constitution by providing
that the Grand Chapter will exact no annual dues for any Royal Arch Mason
who has remained in good standm%for a period of twenty-five'years, and for-
hidding chapters to exact from such. We think this r!([;ht. ,

It appropriated $250 to the Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Corres-
pondence, Companion Joseph_ White.

The report from the committee is signed by the members thereof, though
we presume it was from the pen of its chairman, It embraces the review of
thirty-two proceedings, amon% which we find Alabama, of whose proceedings
his review Is exceedingly short and complimentary. .

The whole report is @ business like document, Containing a great deal of val-
uable information for the craft, and breathing the very essencé of masonic vir-
tue. It contains some valuable suggestlons atits close, the most noteworthy
of which perhaps are: “That each"Committee on Correspondence should adopt
a uniform method of statistical table, properly filled and footed, and that there
should be a uniformity in size_of printed proceedings, that the operations of
each year might the more readily be bound.”



1869 APPENDIX. [

Companion John W. Simons was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion Christopher G. Fox elected Grand Secretary.

OREGON.

The Grand Chagter of Oregon was held on 22d June, 1868, Most Excellent
Companion B. F. Brown Grand High Priest, with representatives of five chap-

ters,

The address of the Grand High Priest discloses the fact that this Grand
Chapter had exceeded her Power_s in granting a charter to acha?ter in Idaho,
on what account or in what particular we do not know—unless it were beyond
the limits of her I]unsdlctlon.

Companion J. IT. Wythe prepared a very creditable report for Committee on
CloglespoAnldgnce, revigwing the proceedings of twenty-one Grand Chapters, in-
cluding Alabama. . .

Companion James R. Bayley was elected Grand High Priest, and R. P. Ear-
Parttelected Grand Secretary.  The membership consists of one hundred and
orty-nine.

OHIOC.

The fifty-second Convocation was held on 16th October, 1868, Most Excellent
George Rex, Grand High Priest, and Companion John D. Caldwell, Grand Sec-

retary.

T%g Most Excellent in his address says : “The past year has been one of more
than usual act|V|t¥|n Capitylary Masonry,—and during the same period, the
numbers of chapters in-this jurisdiction has increased in a corresponding

atio.”. , . .

We find that this Grand Chapter has rendered herself liable to the lashings
of Companion Owen, of California, whose patient investigation and scrutiniz-
ing eyes will as surely detect the irregularities here as in Alabama. The Com-
mittee on Charters and Dispensation$ say of a chapter—"The proceedings of
this chapter are very irregular; the business of the chapter being done in the
degrees of Mark Master,"Past Master, and Most Excellent Master, as may be
found convenignt.  The chapter is very seldom opened. * * We recommend
that a charter issue to this chapter.” ‘Are these the evidences of skill which
entitle them to a charter ? We think with Companion Owen that it is far bet-
ter to do less work, unless the work we present be good, square, and true,
Slovenly work, or such as is not fit for our Temple, deServes only to be heaved
over among the rubbish. These companions, as the committeé report, have
demanded Wages when none was due, and have been rewarded by the Grand

Chaptey. . . .

hﬂ?e érand Chapter by resolution ordered its representatives to the next
General Grand Chapter fo vote against the amendment to the constitution of
the General Grand Chapter giving to that bod?f supreme power over State
Grand Chapters, and which was laid on the table at its last triennial convoca-
Fon, asserting “that such powers would prove difficult, if not incapable of en-
orcement.”
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Companion Charles C. Kieffer was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
Companion John D. Caldwell elected Grand Secretary. ,

Companion Howard Matthews makes the reﬁort from the Committee on Cor-
respondence reviewing the proceedings of thirty Grand Chapters, includin
those of the General Grand Chapter. ~ We find those from Alabama for 18
among them, and we are gratified that our companion found so much worthy
of nofe to extract, and aré obliged to him for his compliment to us.

Well does he ,sa¥ in commen,tm? upon the address of the Most Excellent
Grand High Priest of Connecticuf; “This is a subject that has frequently
caused us'much pain and mortification. In the several apartments of the Tem-
Ble we have found those who, without capacity to appreciate or understand the
peautiful and sublime emblems and teachings of the institution, have treated
It as a good joke, to mortify and embarrass a candidate, while passing through
the ceremonies, and endeavored to turn into ridicule, points _havm? the mast
solemn reference. He who would be guilty of this is_not fitted o occupy a
place in our Temple ;. he is unworthY to be numbered with the “Sons of Light,”
and he has not been inducted into the first principles of masonry, and iS not
capable of a preuatmq its moral application. From the preparation room of
Initiation to the summit of masonry, there Is no place where thou%hts, other
than the most solemn, should be enfertained for amoment, and we hope that a
universal verdict of condemnation of this hl%hly unmasonic practice may gio
upfrotm every Grand Jurisdiction.” To all of which we give our most hearty
assent.

The whole report is a good one, displaying great judgement in the selections
and masonic feeling in the criticisms.

SOUTH CAROLINA.

The Annual Grand Convocation of this Most Excellent Grand ChaFterwas
held on February 9th, 1869. Companion R. S. Bruns, Most Excellent Grand
High Priest, and Companion E. Thayer, Grand Secretary; with representatives
from twenty-three subordinates, S . .

The address of the Most Excellent is beautiful in its conceptions, and beauti-
ful in its st%Ie. He says, that “ we have great reason tq rejoice, companions,
that so much has been”bestowed upon us, even though so much, which we
might crave, hath been denied. We have %one through great trials, but we
have survived them.” * * * * “Not thal there Is yét aperfect day for us ;
we are still required to bend in humility, but with hopé—to struggle with care
for the better strengthening of that moral muscle, upon the dle exercise of
which, all human hopes must depend; and keeping ever in mind the grand ex-
amples of the great men who have gone before us, to work, with such zeal,
faith, and energy, for the realization 0f each precious providence, as will show
us to be worthy of that Divine favor, which can alone guarantee our full re-
cuperation, recompense, and repose. o .
. While we still deplore our losses and afflictions, we are to remember, that it
is by these processes that God tries the hearts of men, rebukes their pride to
abecoming humility, and counsels them that all success must result from His
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favor; and that His favor can only be found by modest submission to His law,
and our resignation to His will. = o

It reémces me, companions, to believe that the work of revivification is al-
{re]ady Eguna,r,nong us. 1 see it in numerous proofs during the experience of

e past year.

Ngthln% Is more beautiful than his dissertation on justice and mercy, which
we would"extract except for the fear of being too prolix in this report.

The Grand Secretary makes a lengthy report, which contains an eloquent
appeal to the companions of that jurisdiction to “ awake, arouse themselves,
and exert the mlghtY energies of their noble order for the recuperation of their
de%réy be(lj%e,g country, and its restoration to prosperity throughout its length
and breadth.

We note in this the acknowledgment of the receipt of $100 donation from the
Grand Chapter of New Jers%y. , ) o

The report on correspondence is from the pen of Companion James Birnie,
to whose honor the Grand Chapter * Resolved, unanimously by a rising vote.”
the thtapks of this Grand Chapter “for his very able, valuable, and judicious
report.

ompanion Birnie reviews the proceedings of eighteen Grand Chapters, in-
cluding those of the General Grand Chapter, and "the Supreme Grand Royal
Arch Chapter of Scotland; and some of these for two and three years. We
find Alabama for 1867 among them. o

Companion R. S. Bruns was again elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion Thayer was again elected Grand Secretary, both being unani-
mous.

TEXAS.

We have tidings from the 20th annual convocation of this Grand Chapter,
held on the 14th of June, 1869, Most Excellent J. D. Giddings, Grand High
Priest, presiding; with a representation from thirty-one chaptérs,

From the address of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, if is seen that
we no longer need feel distress for the poverty of our companions in Texas, and
that_no longer is a “wail” heard from her borders, but “ neither famine or
?,?stlleﬂce has heen suffered to waste our State, and an abundant harvest has
illed the land with plenty.” . _

The Grand ngh Priest says: “ | deem it proper to call your attention to a
letter from the Secretary of Mount Horeb Chapter No. 59, presenting a novel
case, an exceptional one, for which I am not aware that anY uniform rule of
action has been heretofore adopted in our jurisdiction—that of a companion
who has become insane, and in arrears for dues, which had accrued during that
condition,submitting the question, should the unfortunate companion he sus.
pended in conformity with the strict letter of the by-laws, or what course
should be Pursued? Suspension for non-payment of dues is a punishment for
the ne%Iec of a known obligation. No judgment or sentence of & court of law
or in the forum of conscience, could be binding agamst a lunatic. He could
be quilty of no wrong, after the light of reason had been withdrawn ; and does
it not follow that the status of such should not be changed during such condi-
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tion?" Onwhich, the Committee on Grand Officers’ Reports make the follow-
ing commendable Report _

The case from Mount Hareb No. 57, of an unfortunate companion who,
having lost his reason, and while in that condition becomes in arrears for dues,
is one of those cases for which no rule can be lajd down, but which can always
be easily disposed of by the exercise of practical good sense. The annual re-
mission’of the accruing dues of the Chapter is not only its right, but its duty;
to suspend an insane companion during his misfortunewould not only be cruel,
but disgraceful, and a construction of any existing law to justify such action,
would be forced and an outrage on masonic decency.” )

We note among the Grand Officers making reports, our guondam friend, W.
C. Young, Grand Visitor from the Eastern District, who, with the other Grand
Visitor, Showed commendable zeal in their extensive JFgurneys, and a laudable
disregard of ?ersqnal comfort. They all show that Royal Arch Masonry is
|mPrOV|ng in that jurisdiction. , o

he whole procgedings show that capitulary masonry is active, and that the
Grand Chapter is fully alive to the importance of exercising a vigilant care over
the subordinates, for ‘which reason we find that the -work, acts and domgs of
these are_carefully scrutinized, and discipline (though rarely exerc_lsedz called
in to aid in the preservation of the purity of the membership. ~As in other ju-
risdictions, every effort IS being made to prevent the use of Substitutes, and'to
prohibit the 8ract|ce, injurious and insane as it really is, of intemperance and
profanity. Old Chapters are being revived and new ones are SHrmgmg up,
wfhltlﬁ ,th% (tlommlttee on Work has” displayed zeal and energy in t
of their duty.

At this c0r¥vocatlon, Companion W. G. Veal was elected Most Excellent Grand
H|1gh Priest, and ComEamon R. Brewster re-elected Grand Secretary..

he Committee on_Foreign Correspondence reports the examination of the
F_r%ceedlngs from thirty-two Grand Chapters, among which we are pleased to
ind ours.

In noticing that portion of the address of Most Excellent Grand High Priest
Brown, in Which he reports his visit to the Triennial Convocation of the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter, and the invitation by it extended to him to unite with it
and join in the proceedings, and his reasons for not acce ,tmq It; that the G.
Chapter of Alabama had passed a resolution in 1861 “tending to sever our con-
nection.”  Which passage the committtee quotes entire.  The'committee says :

“We deny-the do%ma that a State Grand Chapter can not withdraw without
the consent of the General Grand Chapter. No such covenant was ever made
with the so-called National Body by a State Grand Chapter. The State Grand
Chapters were never the subjects or subordinates of the so-called General
Grand Chapter.  They are in" fact its masonic equals. The General Grand
Chapter was designed as a General Assembly of the Royal Arch Craft; it was a
confederacy for cértain purposes br agreement, and any body had and has the
rlﬁht to retire therefrom, if it so elect. What Is the penalty if it does? and
who can enforce it?” ] , ] ,

Which sentiments corresRond with those already written by us in the review
of the proceedings of another Grand Chapter. And we are the more surprised

e discharge
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at the claim set up of allegiance when we find that the Constitution of the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter onlyclaims that this Grand Body is “a confederation be-
tween State Grand Chapters.” =~

We would inform our companions in Texas that there was another, and per-
haps more cogent reason, why Most Excellent Companion Brown abstained
from taking part in the proceedings as the representative from Alabama, than
the resolution of 1861 “tending to Sever our connectionwhich was, that on
the last day of the Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter, and at or within
the last hour of its session in December, 1867, a motion was made to repeal
the resolution of 1861, which was almost un,ammouslklllmd on the table. This
{%noht,tg be found in the proceedings as printed, but is nevertheless a part of

e history.

We fear)tl)ur companions on the committee suffered themselves to be too easily
“riled” by the report of Companion Storer of Connecticut, and after some
“comFaszons said to be odious,” with ?reat “self-complacency” boast to us of
the illimitable extent of their jurisdicion and the unexamiJed zeal of their
companions. Companion Storer is most amiable, and usually most Hust, and
deseryves much consideration. We willagree with the committee, tha ,gerhags
inno jurisdiction can be found a more s_elf-,denyln? spirit than is exhibited by
our companions of Texas; their zeal is indisputable, and is evinced by the ré-
establishment and growth of their chapters. .

The report bearS the names of Companions Phillip C.Tucker, W. B. Botts,
and Robert Brewster. 1t has every evidence of having heen carefullly prePared;
and in |kt)s comments is usually just and correct, “save in that single instance”
given above,

TENNESSEE.

The Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held September 30th,
1868, Most Excellent T. A Thomas, Grand High Priest, and Companion John
Frizzell, Grand Secretary, with representatives of fifty-one subordinates.

The address of the Grand High Priest is a straight-forward document per-
taining to business, and to husiness only. In it he complaing of the great di-
versity in the work in that Hurlsdlctlon and earnestly urges the Grand Chapter
to take vigorous measures fo adopt and establish a icork. In this connection
we find that he entertains a keen sense of the disappointment he experienced in
not being able to obtain the work from the General Grand Chapter, whose con-
vocationat St. Louis he attended. Eight dispensations for orgamzm% new
chaﬁters were granted b%hlm, indicative of the zeal of our companionsthere.

This Grand Chapter. “Resolved, That the Grand High Priest be respectfull
re u§sted”n0t to exercise this power (the granting dispensations during recessX
in future.

Companion William Maxwell was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
and Companion John Frizzell was elected Grand Secretary.

Companion George S. Blackie, M. D., makes the report on correspondence,
examining the proceedings of twenty-six Grand Chapters, among which are
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those from Alabama. The report is a very pleasant resume of the condition of
the Eoyal Craft.

VIRGINIA.

Grand Annual Convocation on 17th December, 1868, Companion E. H. Lane,
Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and Companion John Dove, Grand Secre-
taﬁy, with twenty-six chapters represented. o

here is.a tone of despondency in the Grand High Priests’ address not usual
from that jurisdictiction. In it he deplores the lethargy which has crept seem-
ingly over many of the comgamons and their indifference. He says truly that;
“Two thmgis are indispensably necessary to the usefulness and prosperity of
every Royal Arch Chapter—good and sound material, and a thorough and cor-
rectknowledge of the work ; without these no chapter can prosper. The first
is accomplished by guarding well the entrance to the sanctuary; the second bz
always having competent and faithful officers. | fear_in some instances bot
are neglected”  Wherever this is the case the chapter sickens, and after finger-
ing awhile expires. The extinction of a number of chapters in this jurisdic-
tion is attributable to one or other of these causes.” Here, also, wé hear of
want of uniformity in work, This will ever be until the work can be placed be-
Wndkthe tinkering propensity of either Officers of Chapters or Committees on

or

_There was no report from Committee on Foreign Correspondence, at least we

find none with the Rroceedmgs, perhaps, the committee again found npthm%
wort_hx of note in t eﬁrocee ings of their sisters, or were indeed afraid les
|tm|? t be supposed that they were anxious to “jine”the “mutual admiration
y?” We regret the fact'none the less.

VERMONT.

The Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on 7th October,
1868, Companion Charles A. Miles, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and
Com?amon John B. Hollenbeck, Grand Secretary, with representatives from
twenty-three chapters ; being the whole number of chapters within this juris-
diction. _This is very rarely'the case and speaks well for the zeal of our com*
panjons in Vermont. . _ , _

The Grand High Priest says : “The record of the year, just ended, is a satis-
factory one—peace has been within our walls, and"prosperity within our pal-
aces.’ _ . _

He urges the companions to select an abiding place for the meetings of the
Grand apter—obljectmg to its_present nomadic existence. He also recom-
mends the re-establishmeént of kindly relations with the General Grand Chap-
ter and sending of delegates to that'Grand Body, and he too urges the neces-
sﬂ_F of the adoption of & work as thework

he committee to whom was referred the report on correspondence of the
previous year, report favorably on the masonic splrltlbreathed and the “frater-
nal sympathy which should éver characterize the intercourse of one mason
with‘another. But they also find the report prolix, and containing financial

socie
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statements that would be uninteresting to the general reader.” Now, we won-
der if that committee would have been a whit the less prolix than Companion
Britton. The great difficulties to be encountered by the reporter is to know
what to leave out, how little to comment, and what would be agreeable to the
general reader, This |ast might perhaps be ascertained if theré were any, but
we fear that after all the timé consumed and the labor sFent, very few of the
companions of each chapter ever read a line of the report. It is mainly useful
in conveying mtelllgence to other jurisdictions, not only of the abstract pro-
ceedings of ‘a Grand Chapter, but of the habits of thought on subjects arlsmg
within'that jurisdiction and others. If these reports wére more generally rea
the companions generally would be far brighter on masonic jurisprudence, and
doubtless less intolerant on immaterial differences than they now are. We
have no head for statistics, and have therefore never compiled the profits and
[o%ses 0{_the different chapters; yet we know many who would like just such
information.
_Companion Joshua Britton again g(l)ves us the Keport on Carrespondence; re-
wewmq the proceedings of thirty Grand Chapters, consisting of thirty-four
?amph ets, among them we find ours, which he reviews kindly. We are glad
0 find that he thinks, with us, thatnon-;f)ayment of dues cought not to deprive
the delln?uent of all masonic rights.” This is the case, howgver, in this juris-
diction , for the edictis “that one suspended by a Master Mason’s Lodge for
non-payment of dues, shall also stand suspended as aBoYaI Arch Mason.”
He says":. “In conclusion we remark, that our report notwithstanding its
length Has its deficiencies. Some topics of interest to the Royal Craft have
necessarily been passed in a brief manner, or with a simple mention, from a
desire to confine our report to prescribed limits.”

WISCONSIN.

The Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held on 3d February,
1869, Most Excellent A, Y. H. Carpenter, Grand High Priest, and Companion
W, T. Palmer, Grand Secretary, with thirty-eight chapters represented: there
being but thirty-nine chapters, one only was urrepresented. o

The Grand I(t]h Priest delivered amost excellent address—pointing out to
the companions the rocks and shoals which lie in ourwa¥ in the voyage We have
undertaken. He again cautions against the following after false gods, such as
he announced last 1ye,ar had beguiled the minds of our companions—* The rite
of Memphis.” * This charlatanism, | repeat, is nearl%extmct in our borders;”
he says. Intemperance too seems to have been ma mtg inroads on the fair
fame of our companions there, for he eloquently calls for the practice of the
cardinal virtues. He says ; , ] ) o

“1have no apology to"offer for introducing this subject into an address of
this kind. . We havé been too much in the habit of self-laudation, and have
not examined into our actual condition: or if we have done so, we have
been careful to conceal the facts. “,V\]hltewashm%” is very useful as an
ornamental art, and to obliterate superflual,sRo_ts, but should rever be used to
cover up indications of internal defects, which if not corrected will corrupt the
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whole system.” He urges to the performance of all our duties ; to guard well
the sacred treasures, and to suffer none to approach the altar save the worthy.

We find that provision is made by this Grand Chapter that the Report on
Correspondence shall be printed in’ advance of the convocation of the Grand
BodY and distributed to the members. Thiswe. think a wise provision, and
would place the companions in possession of information which might be
esteemed valuable then, but cast aside as valueless at a later period.

The same officers as above named were again elected Most Excellent Grand
High Priest and Grand Secretary. o

ompanion William H. Norris'makes the report on correspondence, reviewing

the proceedings in twenty-three sister jurisdictions, one of which is Alabama.
His opinion of public orations may be gathered from the following : * It is pro-
posed (in lowa) that future installations be public, and ‘signalizéd by a public
?ratlon I_ta style of advertisement ill suited to a fraternity which is forbidden
0 proselyte.”

1phe pla)(n and style of the whole report is most excellent.

This closes our report. We yet find that there arewanting .. .and ... to
make our numbers “full and comPIete,” which we most sincerely regret; for
though the labor be great, the pleasure is_by no means small. ~ Anjong this
%rea number, we find" that, good-will prevails,’and that, save in one instance,
harmony—entire harmonK, is to be found. In some parts and under certain
jurisdictions, where the hand of Providence has notheen heavily laid, great
prosperity in the Craft appears, and the light of true masonry is spreading ;
and even where our companions have been sorely tried, where poverty and
death have made their greatest inroads, that the  hearts of the brethren are
strong in the good work and prosperity begins to dawn. Upon areview of the
whole field, we most certainly have cause for congratulation.

Wisconsin requires the report on correspondence to be in the hands of the
Grand Secretary one month before the Annual Convocation, and that it be
printed and placed in the hands of the members of the Grand Chapter at its
opening. - We would recommend this course to this Grand Chapter, as one cal-
culated to put the companions in possession of information with which they
should be familiar during the convocation. )

Comgamons!_the writer is sensible of the obligation under which he has been
placed by the kindness of the companions of this Grand Chapter; and with the
expression of thanks to you for your very flattering consideration heretofore,
he now takes leave of you as Chairman of (}/our Committee on Foreign Corres-
pondence, satisfied that this may be placed in abFI)er hands.

. J. PILLANS, Chairman,



EDICTS,

gittft&m, fwototions, aM gMttarttatiwv Reports

or THE

GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA,
Atits Annual Convocation in 1869.

1. Substitution to make up a class is prohibited. (See address of (% H.
P. in 1868, and report of Committee on Jurisprudence in 1869J

2. Petitions for the degrees can not be received unaccompanied by the
fee. (Ibid.)

_ 3. If the Secretary announce that a Fetition is received in due form, and
it is unaccompanied by the fee, he is liable. 1f ordered to receive it, and
he does so without protest, he is still liable. But if he objects, then the
presiding officer would be liable, and if not paid, would be subject to
discipline. (liid.)

4 A chapter has no right to confer the degrees on Ministers of the
Gospel free of charge. (1bid.)

5 A chapter Past Master can sit in a Blue Lodge while the Senior
Warden is presiding, although the latter has not received the Past Mas-
ter’s degree. That degree, received in a Chapter, confers no privileges
other than those he is entitled to receive in a Chapter. (1bid.)

6. A candidate for the Chapter Degrees, being regected, should wait
twelve months, unless objections are withdrawn. ~ (1bid.)

7. Suspension for non-payment of dues in the Blue Lodge does not
suspend In the Chapter. %I bid, reversm% the edict of the Grand Chapter
in 1864. Seeproceedings of thatyear,p. 14, and Chapter Code, p. 51.)

8. There is no appeal from the decision of the presiding officer of a
Chapter, unless he chooses to permitit; but an ?_steaI may be taken to
the Grand Chapter, or, in vacation, to the Grand High Priest. (1bid.)
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9. A sojourning companion quilty of unmasonic conduct, should be
tried bK the Chapter within whose gUI’ISdIC'[IOH he is sojourning; unless,
through courtesy, charges are preferred before the Chapter to which he
belongs. But if unafliliated he may be proceeded against at once. How-

?\ﬁra |)t is better to let the Blue Lodge take cognizance of the case.—
id.

10. The degrees can not be conferred by a chapter upon a candidate
who lives within the jurisdiction of another chapter. But if the chapter
to whose jurisdiction he did belong has forfeited its charter, another chap-
ter may receive his_petition and act upon it; provided, he has the certifi-
cate of the Grand Secretary that he was a member in good standing at
the time of the forfeiture. ~ (1bid.)

11. That the Grand Chapter of Alabama most cordially welcomes the
Grand Chaﬁter of Nova Scotia into the family of Grand Chapters, and
extends to her a fraternal greeting. (Proceedings of 1869, p. 31.)

12. That this Grand Chapter approves the establishment of the order
of High Priesthood, and authorizes its proceedings to be printed with the
proceedings of the Grand Chapter. (Ibid, pp. 23, 41

13. That the interchange of representatives between the several Grand
Chapters of this Continent and this Grand Chapter is hereby recognized
and adopted. (Ibid, p. 42.)
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Suspendpil for Bon-Ifatjmunt of Uoes.

Eunomli, No. 5.—John W. Cooper, Andrew J. Esslinger, Albert E. Erskine,
William Gormley, Albert H. Holden, Burwell C. Lanier, John C. Logeman, John
E. Slaughter, Benjamin P. Stines, A. L. Wilkinson, James B. White, James J.
Venable, Albert A. Baker.

Marion, NO. 12—Thomas Y. Bamseg, H. A, Torbett, Beverly B. Walker.

Mobite. No. 21.—John D. Turner, Benjamin E. Wilson, Tromas B. Wilson,
Frank G. Schelin, William H. Saxon, Thomas Sumerall, Sol H. Solomon, John
Spencer, B. H. Slough, Cornelius O’Leary, John Nelson, John 0. Cummins Jr.,

ade M. Godbold, James L. Abbott, Charles H. Poole, George W. Holt, James
Malone, Daniel D. McGregor, Harvey McAdams, William B. Eaton, ZackC.
Deas, John C. Butler, George H. Hall, Henry Hamerson, Herman Gans, Louis
H. Parks, Henry L. Ash, Antony Antoine, Edwin Armfield, Samuel Lyons, H.
C. Havens, William Keyland. . .

Montgomery, No. 22.—Joseph M. Williams, William P. Teat, J. J. Morgan,
William'J. Holt, E. Camps, Bobert H, Molton, A. C. Barron, J. S. Welborn.

Courtiand, No. 25—A. A Arnott, J. B. Murphy.

Saint Johns, No. 28—William Connor.

Pickensvil le, NO. 36.—S. P. D0SS Jr, .

“Concord, No 37—W. L. Mitchell, William Davis, McC. Batchford, T. C, Gar-
lington, Charles Huckaby, William H. Barnes, E. H. Muse,William M Eobinson,
George W. Allen, ,

Camden, N0. 40.—H. P. Cook, J. P. Pairley, E. S, Parks. ,

Bockeord, No. 62 J. K. Steely, Bobert'King, Wash L. Smith B. S, Wilson,
B. Thomas Cousins, W. J. Murphy, James Christian, William Moon, B. Harris.

Clayton, NO. 63.—John ¢. McNab, Luther W. Walker, William King, J. E.
Bolser, F. D. Veal, G. W. Harrison, ¢. LcGrand Brown, James Long, Giles C.
Efnrd, W. J. Peacock,_G. W. Boker,

Farriorville, NO. 67.—Wiiliam Saiter. . .
Midway, N0. 72.—Bobert D. Thornton, Green B, Turner, Daniel Pea%ln E.
H. King, Bobert H. Griffin H\%ywood Pipkin, Phillip Sanders, James B. Mad-

dox, A A Pearsons, L. Walker, W. T. Coleman, G. Y. Tliomaston.

Danville, No. 78—William W. Orr, James Simpson.

Hillabee, No. 79.—A. G. Bains, J. W. Carter, B. F. Eobertson, Malcolm Mc-
Millan, B. G. Young, B. P. Albright, A. S. Smith.

Loachapoka, NO. gO.—E. Griffith. . .

Bell, No. 83—A. J. Asheroft, A A, West, B. A. Simmons, W. E, Eobinson.

Carrollton, No. 84—Samuel C. Nabers, N. N. Davis, Thomas Oshorne, Jo-
seph Stewart, Dabney Duncan.

Gaston, No. 85.—N. A. Gilmore.
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Moulton, No. 87.—Thomas M. Peters, Joseph W. Srygley, Jacob A Duke-
minier, Prank L. Cramer, John S. Leach, Bichard 0, Pickett.”

(weesqvu te, No. 90.—Anthony W. Turner, John B. Goldsmith, J. D. Stearns,
3. W. Sims.

EEINSTATED.

Tuscaloosa, N0. 1 Thomas P. Lewis.
Cybus, No. 6 Joseph Ingram, Moses Ingram. . .
Mabion, NO. 12.—John J. Nave, Laban S, Bedding, John S. Barron, William
Cook, Joseph McCombs, Bobert B. Crowe, Charles H. Snead.
Mobite, No. 21.—James B. Hazard, Freeman W. Clayton, Samuel E. Stokes.
Talladega, No. 23 —Andrew J. Bitchie,
Saint Johns, N0. 28.—John Weedon, John McGrath, )
Bockfobd, No. 62 Ben C. Hane>(, Van Bobertson, Thomas U. T. McCain, E-
Edwards, Thomas Gilchrist, G. Fuller.
Atabama, No. 66.—Charles B. Valliant. .
WEIakbiokviIIe, No. 67—D. L. Osburne, William A. Walker, Lafayette G.
ilson.
Midway, No. 72.—Samuel Feaﬁin, James Kennedy.
Hillabee, No. 79—W. G. Gallaway, James Gay.

SUSPENDED FOB UNMASONIC CONDUCT.

ﬂglre]s M.l'(ra lor Pickensville No. 36
0‘1{\ %f‘ HJZZ. | Camden “40

=8
15
<D

EXPELLED.

HW' G, Innerarity. Mobile No. 21
d ﬂﬁﬁt%n « 6
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1869.

RECAPITULATION.
Chapters that Were repreSented.........wms s : 55
Members reported at this CONVOCALION.....v.vvervrvssvssersrmsrsssessrsssssrsnn 2321
Dues received at this CONVOCALION.........vverveevssersersrmssmssrssessessrmsrssenns $591 50
WORK OF THE YEAR.
T N 155
Presided............. 155
Received and ACKNOWIBAGEL.......ocvvvvvsvvsrvmrmmssmsssssssssmsssssssssssssssssnns 149
261110 IO 148
Affiliated Vil
Rejected......... 13
Dimitted 148
D] B
Suspended for unmasonic conduct 4
Expelled 5
Suspended for non-payment of dues 135
T 1 R0)
STATE OF THE CHAPTERS.
Chapters square upon the DOOKS..........uwmemvmvssvsmmmmsmsssessissmssessinnes 5
Chapters delinQUENE s 10
Charters fOrfeitet. ..., )

Whole number at the end 0f the Yar ... %



Uotice to. Subordinate Chapters.

 Officers of Subordinate Chapters, and_ especially High Priests and Secreta-
ries, are requested to take particular notice of thefollowing :

“Any Chapter under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter failing to assem-
ble once in any year, (at least once in any year, is the meamng,} 0f being rep-
resented in the Grand Chapter for three years successively, or failing for two
successive years to make its returns, and pay the dues required by the third
section of this article, the charter of such Chapter shall be forfeited.” (See
Sec. 2, Art. 11, ofthe By-Laws of the Grand Chapter.)

IMUNQUINT ©OMAPVIRS P@R 180®.

EBLINQUENT IN DUES FOR ONE YEAR.

.................................................................................................................... AUenton,
.................. Lawrenceville.

...................................................................................................... Opelika.
..................................................................................................................... Smedley.

. e MidWaY.
T s ————— Lawreneeville.
L O Opelika.
Y Smedley.
B —————————— Carrollton.
E 0L —————— George D. Norris-

DELINQUENT IN REPRESENTATION TWO YEARS.

NO. L0t s Tuscumbia.

CHARTERS FORFEITED.

Numbers 2, 3, 7.8, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 29, 31, 33,38, 39, 41, 42, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49,
50, 51, 58, 59, 60, 61, 82, %,



Jlddrsss of Srancl Secretaries.
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~onnril of $iglj prtpsb.

Montgomery, December 2, 1869.

On this dlzir Companions George D. Norris, Richard F.
Knott, and Harvey G. Hazelrlg(r;, (the last, Grand High
Priest of the Grand Chapter of Indiana, and Recorder of
the Council of High Priests for the Jurisdiction of
Indiana,) met and anointed and set apart to the Order of
High Priesthood the following companions :

H. CLAY ARMSTRONG, JOSEPH H. JOHNSON,
PELEG BROWN, PORTER KING,
JAMES M. BRTINDIDGE, JAMES B. LUCKIE,
THOMAS CARGILE, DANIEL SAYRE,
WILLIAM W. HARDER, J. MCCALEB WILEY.

And on this day, December 6th, 1869, the following
companions :

WILLIAM H. BIGGS, PALMER J. PILLANS,
WILLIAM P. CHILTON, FRANK PRINCE,

HENRY W. CLARK, GEORGE P. L. REID,
ANDERSON G. COPELAND, WILLIAM H. SADLER,
WILLIAM H. DINGLEY, ISAAC W. SDTTLE,

T. BOYD POSTER, MARTIN G. SLAUGHTER,
MYLES J. GREENE, G. FRANK SMITH,
GOLDSMITH W. HEWITT, SAM THOMPSON,
WILLIAM G. JACKSON, ROBERT D. WEBB,

JAMES MILTON, EDWARD G. WALKER.
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Montgomery, December 8, 1869.

The_ companions anointed proceeded to constitute a
Council of High Priests for the Jurisdiction of Alabama,
for which purpose Companion Joseph H. Johnson was
called to t e Chair, and Companion G. Frank Smith was
appointed Secretary.

On motion of Companion Palmer J. Pillans a committee
of three was appointed, consisting of Companions Palmer
J. Pillans, William P. Chilton, and G. Frank Smith, to re-
port officers for the ensuing masonic year.

The committee retired, and after consultation reported
the following companions as the officers for the ensuing
masonic year:

George D. Norris. PrgeSIdent._

Joseph H. Johnson Vice-President.
Martin G. Staughter Chaplain.

Edmund M Hastings.mm Treasurer.

Daniel Sayre s ssmsmsnn Recorder. _
Bichard F. Knottum Master of Ceremonies.
H. Clay Armstrong. Conductor.

James D. Luckie i Herald.

Myles J. Greene ., Steward.

_And the report of the committee was received and unan-
imously adopted.

On motion of Companion Bichard F. Knott a committee
of three was appointed, consisting of Companions Bichard
F. Knott, William P. Chilton, and M?{Ies J. Greene, to draw
léo andI report a Code of Buies for the government of the

ouncil.

The Council was then called from labor to recess to
meet again at the order of the President.
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Montgomery, December 10, 1869.

The Council of High Priests of Alabama was called from
recess to labor, the officers at their several stations, and a
Iar1qe number of companions present.

he minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-

roved.
pﬁ]e foIIpwing companions, candidates for the Order,
were then introduced and anointed, and set apart to the
Order of High Priesthood in solemn form :

JAMES M. BRIDGES, LUCKIE W. JENKINS,
ROBERT CHRISTIAN, JAMES KENT,
LITTLEBERRY CLAYTON, NATHANIEL T. LUPTON,
DAVID CLOPTON, JOHN MCCRELESS,
WILLIAM A. COCHRAN, SAMUEL II. M° SPADDEN,
JOHN CORTRIGHT, WILLIAM A. 0"HARA,
CHRISTOPHER C. CURTIS, JOHN E. PATE,

JAMES M. DEDMAN, JOHN A. SEARS,
BENJAMIN DOWD, HUMPHREY S. SHELTON,
JOHN W. GARRISON, SIMEON WALTON,
WILLIAM R. HORN, THOMAS R. WARD.

Companion Richard P. Knott, from the committee ap-

ointed for that purpose, reported the Code of Rules
ereto appended, and it was adopted.

On motion of Companion Richard F. Knott the Recorder
vgas a_Lllthorlzed and directed to procure a seal for the

ouncil,

The Council of High Priests of Alabama was closed in
Solemn Form until the next Annual Convocation of the
Grand Chapter of Alabama.

DANIEL SAYRE,
Recorder.



CODE OF RULES

OF THE

COUNCIL OF HIGH PRIESTS.

The Council of high Priests of the State of Alabama, for its more perfect
organization and government, hereby makes and ordains the following Code of
Rules:

Section 1. The officers of this Council shall consist of a M. E. President,
Vice-President, Chaplain, Treasurer, Recorder, Master of Ceremonies, Con-
ductor, Herald, and’ Steward, who shall be severally elected at oach Annual
Communication of the Council by Ballot, or otherwise,. as the Council maY,
fTOT élme to time, determing, and then serve until their successors are du
elected.

Sec. 2. The duties of the several Officers of the Council shall, in all things,
conform to the rules and regulations governing other Masonic Bodies, so far'as
they may be applicable.

. Sec. 3. The Recorder shall keep true and accurate records of the proceed-
ings of the Council, and prepare a copy of the same for publication with those
of"the Grand Chapter, from time to time, as they may occur.

Sec. 4. The Council shall hold a. Communication, annually, at the same
place, and at some suitable time durln(I; the week in which the’ Annual Convo-
cation of the Grand Chapter may be held.

Sec, 5. The Council mayalso hold stated Communications at the same place,
and at some suitable time, during the Annual Communications of the Grand
Commandery and Grand Lodge.

Sec. 6, At each and every Communication of the Council, ning Companion
High Priests shall constitute“a quorum for the transaction of business.

Sec. 1. At any Communication of the_Council, should the President and
Yice-President both he absent, the Council may he organized for the dispatch
of business by callin an;f/ competent Companion High Priest to preside, who
will then havé the right, orthetlmebelng, to fill any other vacancy that may
Iapp?ar; and aDy business transacted by the Council"thus organized, shall be
egal.

Sec. 8. The President and Vice-President shall each have the right to call a
Council of High Priests at any convenient time and place, for the' purpose of
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confer_rmtt; the order upon such as may have been duly elected thereto by the
Council atan Annual or Stated Communication, at which time three Companion
High Priests (the President or Yice-President being one) shall constitute a
quarum for that purpose.

Sec. 9. Should the President or Yice-President, at an)(, time, convene a
Council for the purpose as specified in the last preceding section, it shall be his
duty to report his proceedings, to the Recorder, who shall record the same in
the record of proceedings of this Council.

Sec. 10. No Companion shall be eligible to the urder of High Priesthood,
until he shall have been duly elected "High Priest of a subordinate Chapter
duly organized under charter.

Sec. 11 All applications for the order of High Priesthood must be made in
ertm_?, at an Annual or Stated Communicationof the Council, accompanied by
a certificate, under seal of the Grand or subordinate Chapter, certifying that
the applicant has been duly elected High Priest of a subordinate Chapter, duly
organized under charter.” Such application must then be referred'to a com-
mittee for investigation. Upon the report of the committee, a ballot shall be
had, when, should"one negative vote appear, the applicant will be rejected.

Sec. 12. For the purpose of defraying the expenses of the Council, each
Spﬁllcant, previous to his admission, must pay to the Recorder the sum of one
ollar.

Sec. 13. Any Companion Hi?h Priest, residin%within this jurisdiction, who
may have received the order of High Priesthood in another jurisdiction, may
become a member of this Council, by making application thérefor, and being
elected by a unanimous vote of the members present.

Sec. 14. The apRIication of a Companion for the order of High Priesthood,
merely because he holds the office of High Priest in a subordinate Chapter, is
in strong terms disapproved, and Ae desire to impress upon the minds of those
aspiring™to the honor of this order, that,profluenc%{ in the Chapter work, and
a devoted attachment to, and proficiency in, the duties of the office, combined
Wflt{]han ur&exceptmnable moral character, can alone entitle them to the honors
of this order.






