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PROCEEDINGS.

The M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of
Alabama, convened at its Fortieth Annual Convocation, at
the Masonic Hall, in the City of Montgomery, on Tuesday,
the 4th day of December, A. D. 1866, A. L. 5866, R. A.
M. 2396.

PRESENT:
PELEG BROWN, S...cccoiiriiiinieenieiineennie e e Grand High Priest.
WILSON WILLIAMS, pro tern.....ccocevvevvrnennne IKG. Sigh Priest.
A. B. STARKE, pro tem .__Grand King.
GEORGE D. NORRIS.......ccc.c.. . Grand Scribe.
EDMUND M. HASTINGS Grand Treasurer.
DANIEL SAYRE Grand Secretary.
E. V. LeVERT Grand Chaplain.
JOSEPH H. JOHNSON...cceooniiiniiriirniieiins ...Grand C. Host.
JOHN CORTRIGHT, pro tem * Grand P. Sojourner.
L. W, JENKINS ..o Grand B. A. C.
J. G. HARRIS, pro tem Grand M. 3 Veil.

Grand M. 2 Veil.
Grand H. 1 Veil.

W. A. C. JONES, pro tem
J. M. McNAMEE, pro tem

THOMAS McDOUGAL......ccccccerennne. Grand Sentinel.
PAST GRAND OFFICERS:

William P. Chilton ..o Grand High Priest.

David Clopton .. Grand High Priest.

J. McCaleb Wiley .o D. G. High Priest.

James M. Brundidge Grand King.
N. B. Cloud D e e ——— Grand Scribe.




1J. S. Kennedy H. P.
Tuscaloosa........cceeeenee No,. 1< R. F. Knott*..... K.
( James L. Foster .
Monroe.......coeenee “ 4 N. A Agee* H. P.
(3. ALWITT'K oo H. P.
Eunomia....cccceeevevrnenen. “ 5< John M. Humphrey.. K.
( George D. Norris*...... .S
ClintoN..ccoovire “ 9 W.A. Hine*.......... ..H. P.
Phenix.. “ 11 George M. DUSKIN....cccoovvviiiiiieiiee S.
Marion.....ccccoevrnnenns “ 12 E.V.LeVert* H. P.
Wetumpka...... “A7 WL A ANEN.. H.P.
Mount Moriah.............. “ 19 E.H.Lamb* H. P.
(J. G. Harris*. H.P.
Livingston ... “20<W. A C.JONES™ . K.
(P G. NaSh . S.
Mobile....cooirninn “ P. J. Pillans H. P.
(W|II|am H. Dingley. ..o H. P.
Montgomery.............. “ 22<N. B. Cloud.............. K.
Daniel Sayre .
Joseph H. JOhNSON ..o H. P.
Talladega.....cccooounn... “ 23< JamesH. JOINer .. K.
( George S. Walden ..S.
Eufaula « Baker........ .H. P.
UTAUTR e M 17.J. Daniel*"... K
Couxtland.......ccoeene. “25 F.W. Sykes-e... S.
Layton 27 H. A. Woolfiicen, K.
Saint Joins............. “ 28 Henry Gatchell H. P.
( William H. Forney* H. P.
James Penn............. © 30< B. F. POPe™ ..o K.
[ George C Ellis*....cooveiiiiiiiiiiiccn S.
Perfect Friendship.. “ 31 J. C. Waddill H. P.
FUulton..oooeeeeveeeeenn. “ 32 William E. Beaird H. P.
( Lewis Sessions* H. P.
Hermon.....coeeene. “ 34<Richard H. Powell* ... K.
( Thomas Ramsey™*.....cccocvvvrvennerennenn -S.
. w M. W. Davis H. P.
James L. Daniel A. B. Starke K
Concord .o “ 37 J. M. McNamee* H. P.
(L.W.Jenkins H. P.
Camden......ven. “ 409). EadesGullett.. . K
3ISR. H.dEr\I/in* ........................................... .
« ,0% David Clopton* . P.
Tuskegee ... i Jesse L. Adams*

‘Proxies.

REPRESENTATIVE.




CHAPTERS REPRESENTED—cC ontinued.

Choctaw.. -No.44 John T. Eoster ............
. S.F. Perkins*....
McKinley . 48 W.T. Abrahams*....
Hope...... 49 lsaac W. Anderson___
Allenton.. 52 D. \év Bythea/}/ood*_

P « David B. Smedley........
Tyran s 54 john R. Goldthwaite..
W. M. Graves...............
Zerubbabel 56 A.F.M. Garrett...........
M. Reeder*..........
Hartwell___ 58 R. D.Hunter*.........
J. A. SearS...ccceeevenenen.
Rockford___ 62 James Vanzant*
G. W. McEwan*......
Clayton....... 63 J. J. Wynn*......c.......
Central........ 64 L. W. Dalr?/mple* ........
Russell......... )Jarrr:esCWII arrr:s*
gg) John Cortright...........
Alabama___ Peleg Brown*
Farriorville. 67 John McCreless........
Cherokee................. . A RIVES...oonin.

Lower Peach Tree.
Choctaw Comer...
Landmark

Lawrenceville.
Opelika

Pine Level.

Smedley

Loachapoka.
Crawford ...

"Proxies.

| REPRESENTATIVE.

68 John W. Brandon*..
69 ' W. E. Powe*

70 J. F.Pate
71 J. M. Bridges
72 John W. L. Daniel..

731W A Fenn
74" E. C. Bowen*..

75< James B. Luckie....
(E. S. Stewart

77 W. J. A.J. Hilliard.
S. M. Carlton*» ....

80 M. J. Greene.............
James M. Allen*

82 WilsonWilliams__
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The M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter was opened in
ample form.

Prayer by the R. E. and Rev. Grand Chaplain, Compan-
ion E. V. LeVert.

The Grand High Priest was not present, but he sent up
his annual address, which did not come to the hands of the
Grand Secretary until after the Grand Chapter was closed ;
it is inserted here, however, in its proper place.

GRAND HIGH PRIEST’S ANNUAL ADDRESS.
Companions of the Grpnd Chapter :

Again, under the leadings of a beneficent and All-wise Providence,
are we permitted to assemble in Grand Convocation, and to greet each
other as companions and co-laborers in one of the best and greatest
worts that has ever enlisted the heart and occupied the mind of man.
Forthe time we have abandoned the pressing engagements of life; have
left the endearing associations of home, to iniugle in legislative con-
sultation for the welfare and prosperity of R. A. Masonry throughout
ourjurisdiction.

W ith these ends kept steadily in view, and with a grateful recogni-
tion ofthat good Providence which still smiles upon our order, let us
at once address ourselves with masonic unselfishness to the duty before
us—the duty ofraising the standard of capitular masonry to that high
eminence, at which elevation alone it can fully receive and reflectthat
appropriate lustre and brilliancy which comes from above, and is de-
rived from “Holinessto the Lord.” It affords me pleasure to state that,
so far as | have been able to learn, peace and harmony prevail through-
out our jurisdiction, and that R. A. Masonry is now in a prosperous
condition ; some, if not all, of our subordinate Chapters seem deter-
mined to free themselves of the imperfect work which, by accident, or
a want of faithful vigilance, may have passed the overseers’squares.
This work now exhibits its imperfections, and they are such as obvi-
ously render it unfit for use, and it is now being very properly thrown
among the rubbish. This course commends itself to our favor; letthe
subordinates but continue the work thus nobly begun, (of sacrificing
numbers to purity,) until all shall be accomplished that is desired, and

Royal Arch Masonry will soon occupy that hfgh position of which h
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principles are worthy, and sooner still “Holiness to the Lord” shall
be engraved upon the heart of every true K. A. Mason.

Dispensations have been granted to open several chapters, of which
you will be informed in the report ofthe Grand Secretary.

These, companions, will make due returns of their doings, and re-
spectfully solicit charters from this Grand Chapter. Without intend-
ing to draw any invidious distinction, it is properto mention Jefferson
Chapter and Gaston Chapter (XJ. D.) ashaving exhibited great anxiety
to observe the ancient landmarks, and to work in conformity with the
usages of Masonry. Their proceedings have been characterized by ex-
treme caution, and give assurance of their vieing at an early date with
the oldest Chapters in the purity and grandeur of their work.

Application was made during the year by sundry Companions for a
Dispensation to open a Chapter in Warrenton, Dallas county. Their
petition set forth the great inconveniences, and the many difficulties
they were subjected to in attending the regular convocations of the
nearest Chapter, and which, from a personal knowledge of the country
and water-courses, | know were difficulties at times insurmountable;
buttheir proximity to Allenton Chapter, No. 52, (being less thau twenty
miles,) forbade my assent. It would, however, have afforded me great
pleasure to have granted the petition, could | have done so constitu-
tionally. Those companions will, as they have been advised, make
direct application to this Grand Chapter, and | trust you will give them
a favorable consideration.

Among the questions submitted formy consideration during the past
year, the following are the most prominent, to-wit:

Question—Can a Chapter adopt, &c.?

Answer —A Chapter cannot adopt any By-law compelling the mem-
bers to attend every regular Convocation. Such a law would be oner-
ous and oppressive; but the Chapter may require and compel the at-
tendance of its members by special summons on certain emergencies—
such, for instance, as the trial of a Companion,when it becomes neces-
sary to have so many of the Chapter present to legalize atrial. Any
and every companion failing to obey that special summons, must give
a satisfactory reason to the Chapter before he can be excused; failing
to do this, he may be dealt with (at the discretion of the Chapter) by



reprimand, suspension or expulsion; but not, however, until he has
had a fair trial.

Question—Can a By-law be legally, &c. ?

Answer —A Chapter may adopt a By-law declaring that any Com-
panion who shall be engaged in selling spirituous liquor, guilty of un-
masonic conduct. Such companion is entitled to a fair trial, and the
penalty after conviction may be a reprimand, suspension, or expulsion ;
but the Chapter cannot dimithim; it has a right to pass a By-law sup-
pressing vice or immorality. The Grand Lodge has promulgated that
“retail traffic in intoxicating drinks is demoralizing in its tendency ;
opposed to the principles of the order, and inconsistent with the ma-
sonic character.” If so in the Blue Lodge, how much more careful
ought we to be in the Grand Chapter—we, who profess to have pro-
gressed, and to have attained a higher position.

Question—ASsto maimed candidates, &c. ?

Answer —A member who has been raised to the sublime degree of a
H. H., according to the ancient landmarks, and who, in every respect,
was qualified for exaltation, should not be debarred from the degrees
of It. A. Masonry, simply because he has been providentially afflicted,
such affliction having been in no wise brought about by his miscon-
duct. Again, a brother was ballotted for and accepted for exaltation;
but before he could receive the degrees, was called off upon duty, and
was thus prevented from receiving them. During this necessary ab-
sence he had the misfortune to lose one of his arms in battle. On his
return home he still desires the degrees, being in every respect worthy.
I unhesitatingly recommend that the Chapter exalt him, or, in the
event they refuse, that they recommend him to some other Chapter for
exaltation. It is just such a case as peculiarly commends our unfor-
tunate brother to masonic sympathy and masonic hearts.

The Committee on Work have labored zealously for several years to
exemplify the work, and bring about a uniformity therein. Their la-
bors thus far have proved a success. Their worthy chairman has be-
stowed much time and attention to perfect the work, and it is earnestly
desired that the Grand Chapter will give the committee more time to
report than has heretofore been allowed to them.

Amidst the many afflictions we are destined to suffer in our weary
and toilsome journey through life, is that, of the loss of friends and
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Companions. He who was wont to meet with us on these occasions,
will meet with usno more in this world. The spirit of our beloved
Companion, Htjgh Pakks Watson, Past Grand High Priest of the
Grand Chapter of Alabama, took its flight for another and better world,
on Sunday, the first day of April last, to enter (as we humbly hope) the
Great Temple above, in which the Grand High Priest of the Universe
presides. In the death of our Companion, masomry has lost one from
among its most zealous and brightest ornaments, and the community
at large a useful member.

May the Supreme Grand High Priest counsel and direct you in your
labor of love.

J. B. HARRISON, G. H. P.

(It may not be improper for the Grand Secretary to re-
mark, that the Address of the Grand High Priest not hav-
ing arrived in time, it was not referred to a committee, nor
his decisions passed upon by the Grand Chapter.)

The Grand Secretary made his Annnal Report, and the

report was received and referred to the Committee on
Finance.



GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA,
Office of Grand Secretary, Montgomery, Dec. 4,1866. )

Companions :—I herewith submit to you my accounts, showing the
disposition of all the moneys which have come into my hands during
and since the last convocation of the Grand Chapter; the amounts re-
ceived, the sums expended on account of the Grand Chapter, and the
money paid over to the Grand Treasurer.

During the last convocation of the Grand Chapter, thirty-one subor-
dinate Chapters paid their dues, and five have paid up since. Several
Dispensations have been granted, inoluding those ordered by the
Grand Chapter at its last annual convocation. It thus appears that
Capitular Masonry is growing in favor with the brotherhood, and stead-
ily extending its Royal Arch.

Fraternally,
DANIEL SAYRE, Grand Secretary,
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[A.]

GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA,
In account with. Daniel Sayre, Grand Secretary,

1865. « CR.
Dec. 5. By dues received at this convocation, as shown on
pages 37 and 38 of Erlnted proceedings.....ccccovnnne. $1,66250
“ By ampunt overpaid by Grand Secretary, and carried
to dehit of recapitulation account marked C; 24 00
DR.

Dec.11. Topaid Grand Treasurer asperhisreceipt, 1,129 00
To amounts refunded to Chapters
under resolutions on pages .31
and 33, as follows:

Monroe, No 4 14 50
Eunomia, NO 5..ccceeveviieccnn, 65 00
Phenix, No. 11 25 00
Mount Moriah, No. 19.................. 1550
Livingston, No. 20.... ...2750
Union, NO. 26..cccccccvvciviieiieiienen. 14 50
James L. Daniel, No. 35 ....16 00
Pickensville, N0.36........cccccuenen. 18 50

Concord, No. 37
Camden, No. 40
Choctaw, No. 44
Hartwell, No. 58....
Alabama, No. 66....
Lower Peach Tree, No. 69.........
Landmark, No. 71.....cccccevvennee.
Midway, No.72.............
Lawrenceville, No. 73
Montgomery, No- 22

Pine Level, No. 75....cc.ccccceeenee. 2400
Tuskegee, No. 43(notca||ed for) 8 50
Central, No. 69, *“ “ 19 00— 557 50

$1,686 50— $1,686 50
Montgomery, December 4, 1866. jrn (ji>
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[B-]
GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA,
In account -with Daniel Sayre, Grand Secresary.
CR. *
1865. Dispensations.

Dec. 8. By cashfor Bell, No.'83..... $90 00
11 “ Gaston NO. 85 . 90 00
1866.
Jan. 20. " ¢ “ 0088, NO. 86.....ccuveiiiieiiiie e 90 00
22, MOoUItoN, NO. 87 ..o 90 00
Feb.19.“ “ “ Roslin, No. 88 90 00
June14.“ “  *“ Somerville, NO. 89.....ccccoevciiiiiiecec e 90 00
Oct. 18, “  “ Greenville, No. 90 90 00
Feb.10. «“ « “ Jefferson,No. 81......ccccceo.... ; 90 00
Back Dues.
Jan.22. By Tyrian, NO. 54......ccccviinciiniinenn. e 38 00
“24, *Wetumpka, NO. 17 e 22 50
Feb.22. “Hope, No. 49 23 50
June 6. “Perfect Friendship, No. 31 16 00
July 18. “Hiram, No. 60 22 50
1865. DR.
Dg%% 11. To cash paid Grand Treasurer 180 00
1866.
Jan. 24, * * “ W. S.Barton 8 00
Feb.28. “ “ “ D.A. Patrick 25 00
“o“ “ Barrett & Brown 174 00
“ ¢« Post-office 12 00
“ % Rent ...125 00
June 30. “ “ *“ J.V. Gonzales 2 00
“o27. % Barrett & Brown 60 00
Aug. 20. “ “ “ Parchments 32 50
“ 30 ¢ “ Barrett & Brown 8 00
Nov. 30. “ amount carried to credit of recapitulation
accountmarked C .. 216 00

.$842 50—$842 50
Montgomery, December 4,1866.

GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA,

In account with Daniel Sayre, Grand Secretary.
1864.

Dec. 6. By cash received for Dispensation to Carrollton Chap-
ter, No. 84, in Confederate MoONey.....ccccvvververiniriene $90 00

N. B.—This Dispensation was never called for until after the convo-

cation ofthe Grand Chapter in 1865, and hence the amount has never
been reported.
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[C.]
RECAPITULATION ACCOUNT.

GRAND CHAPTER OP ALABAMA,
In accountwith Daniel Sayre, Grand Secretary.
1865. DK-
Dec. 5. Tothisamount overpaidhy Grand Secretary and brought
from credit side of account marked A......cccooovveviinnne 24 00

Nov.5. To cash paidto Grand Treasurer, asperhisreceipthere-
With submMitted. ..o 192 00

$216 00
UCR. =
Nov. 5. By this brought from debit side of account marked B..$216 00
Montgomery, December 4,1866.
The Grand Treasurer made his Annual Report, and the
report was received and referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance.



E. M. HASTINGS, Grand Treasurer,
In accountwith MostExcellent Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Ala,

1865. HR
Dec. 4. To balance in Confederate Treasury notes 790 69
oo do. U. S. Treasury notes 67 00
“ 12. “ cash from Grand Secretary 180 00
@ “ “ cash from same—dues, 1865 1,129 00
1866
Nov.24. “ cash from same........cccoovivnrrcennnenenn. 192 00
$2,358 69
1866.
Dec. 4. To balance cashon hand........cccccoeceiiiiinniincee $986 25

1865. CR.
Dec. 4. By Confederate Treasury notes on hand—Voucher 1.. 790 69

8. “ paid Pele([; Brown, appropriation 2.. 6175

* 12 “* Daniel Sayre, Grand Secretary * 3.. 400 00

“ 15| “ “ Grand Treasurer’s Salary “ 100 00

“ ““*“ Thos. McDougal, Grand Sentinel. “ 4. 20 00
1866.

Dec. 4. “ balance cash onhand......c.cconiiiniiiinciiiies 986 25

$2,358 69

E. M. HASTINGS, Grand Treasurer.
Montgomery, December4th 1866.

Companion Peleg Brown, Chairman of the Committee on
Work, made report on the Mark Master’s and Past Master’s
Degrees, and the report was received and concurred in.

The further report of the Committee on Work was post-
poned until 8£ o’clock to-morrow morning, and made the
special order for that hour.

The following were announced as the

STANDING COMMITTEES:

On Chartered Chapters No.1.—N. A. Agee, George W. Duskin,
P. J. Pillans.
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On Chartered Chapters No 2—W. J. A. J. Hilliard, H. W. Baker.
J. M. McNamee.

On Dispensations—J. C. Waddill, W. A. Allen. W. M. Graves.

On Finance—W. E. Beaird, J. A. Sears, W. E. Powe.

On By-Laws, Suspensions, Expulsions, and Appeals.—M. J.
Greene, I. W. Anderson, E. D. Hunter.

On Masonic Jurisprudence.—D. Clopton, E. H. Ervin, George D,
Norris.

On Work —Peleg Brown, E. M. Hastings, David B. Smedley.

Andthen after prayer bythe It. E. and Rev. Grand Chap-
lain, the Grand Chapter was called from labor to refresh-
ment until 8£ o’clock to-morrow morning.

%



Wednesday Mokning, Dec. 5, 1866.

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to labor
at8£ o’clock, the M. E. D. Grand High Priest, Peleg
Brown, presiding ; the other grand officers at their several
stations.

Prayer by the R. E. and Rev. Grand Chaplain, Com-
panion, E. V. LeVert.

The minutes were read and approved.

Companion Peleg Brown, Chairman of the Committee
on Work, made report on the M. E. M. Degree, and also
on the opening ceremony ofthe R. A., and the report was
received and concurred in.

And then afterprayer by theR. E. and Rev. Grand Chap-
lain, the Grand Chapter was called from labor to refresh-
ment until  o’clock to-morrow morning.
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Thursday Morning, December6, 1866,

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to labor
at 8i o’clock, the M. E. D. Grand High Priest, Peleg Brown,
presiding, the other grand officers at their several stations.

Prayer by the R. E. and Rev. Grand Chaplain, Companion
E. V. LeVert.

The minutes were read and approved.

Companion David B. Smedley offered the following resT
olution, and it was adopted:

Resolved, That delinquent Chapters have 60 days in which to make
returns and pay their “ dues.”

The Grand Chapter proceeded to the election of Grand
Officers for the ensuing masonic year, and the election re-
sulted as follows:

GEORGE D. NORRIS, New Market, Grand High Priest.

R.P. KNOTT, Newbern D. Grand High Priest.
JAMES H. JOINER, Talladega, Grand King.

P. J.PILLANS, Mobile, Grand Scribe.
EDMUND M. HASTINGS, Montgomery, Grand Treasurer.
DANIEL SAYRE, Montgomery, Grand Secretary.
Rev. E. Y.LeVERT, Marion, Grand Chaplain.
JOSEPH H.JOHNSON, Talladega, Grand C. Host.

Companion William A. O’Hara presented a petition from
Lawrenceville Chapter No. 73, forthe removal of that
Chapter from Lawrenceville to Abbeville in the same
county, and the prayer of the petition was granted.

2
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Companion James Williams presented a petition from
Russell Chapter No. 65, praying for authority to elect of-
ficers on the second Monday in December, or at the regular
convocation in January, and the prayer of the petition
was granted.

Companion R. F. Knott offered the following resolution
and it was adopted :

Resolved, Thatthe dues of Tuscaloosa Chapter No. 1, he, and the same
are hereby remitted up to the end of the masonic year, 1865.

Companion N. A. Agee, from Committee on Chartered
Chapters, No. 1, made the following report, and the report
was received and concurred in.

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 1

To the Grand Chapter of Alabama :

The Committee on Chartered Chapters No. 1, beg leave to report
that they have examined and find correct the returns ofthe following
Chapters:

MONTOE..coiveeieeieeires weereieens No. 4 Perfect Friendship... ...No. 31
EUNOMIA..ciieereieeens ceverenee “ 5 FUlON . u 3
Tuscumbia....ccocoevveiie oo e “«"o Hermon... I
PhoeniX......ccevovvennnene Concord..... 37
Mount Moriah. “ 19 Camden...... 40
Montgomery.... “ 22 Choctaw .......ccevvuenne . 44
Saint Johns....cce.. e © 28

The following incorrect;

Tuscaloosa,No.1l.—The date erroneous.

Clinton, No.9.—Does not recapitulate.

Marion, No. 12.—No date and no recapitulation.

Wetumpka, No. 17—Short of dues $1 50. Reports only one as pre-
sided and advanced instead of four. Returns incorrect and badly pre-
pared.

Livingston, No.20.—R. A. M. reported as M. M. P. M. and M. E. M.

Mobile,No, 21.—Recapitulates only 2 advanced instead of 23.

Talladega, No.23.—Recapitulation erroneous.

Eufaula, No.24.—Recapitulation incomplete.

Courtland,No.25.—Date of R. A. M. incorrect.

Dayton,No.27—Charter forfeited. Werecommended reinstatement
on the paymentofback dues.

James Penn, No 30.—Error in recapitulation. Short of dues 50 cts.

James L. Daniel,No.35—Recapitulation erroneous.
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Pickexsville, No.36.—Returns incomplete. Recapitulation wholly
erroneous, and members not numbered.

Tuskegee, No, 43.—Overpaid dues, 50 cents. Affiliated members
not on the list of members; returns seem to be made out hurriedly.

McKinley, 48.—Seems to have overpaid dues 50 cents.

Hope, 49— Informal; requests, and -we recommend that the Grand
Secretary forward blanks for it to complete its returns.

Choctaw Corner, No 70.—Having paid all back dues wo recom-
mend that its charter be renewed and the chapter reinstated.

The Committee would remark that the presentform ofblanks deprive
secretaries ofany excuse for sending informal returns.

All ofwhich is respectfully and fraternally submitted.

N. A. AGEE, Chairman.

Companion William E. Beaird, from the Committee on
Finance, made the following report, and the report was
received and concurred in:

REPORT PROM THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

To the M. E. Grand Chapter of Alabama:

The Committee on Finance to whom were referred the accounts of
the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer, beg leave to report that they
have examined the same and find them correct.

Respectfully and fraternally submitted.
W. E. BEAIRD, Chairman.

Companion Isaac W. Anderson, from the Committee on
By-laws, Suspensions, Expulsions, and Appeals, made the
following report, and the report was received and con-
curred in :

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS, SUSPENSIONS, EX-
PULSIONS AND APPEALS.

Your Committee beg leave to state that they have performed the du-
ties assigned them aud submit the following report and recotamenda-
tions:

In the by-laws of Bell Chapter, No. 83, after the word vacancies, add
“by protem appointment.” Art. 3d, section 1st, after the word petitions,
strike out the words, from “ companions for membership or candidates.”
Strike out in same section, all after the words “ lie over,” and insert in
lieu thereof “until the next regular convocation.”

In section 2d, article 5th, strike out after the word contributions ill



20

seventh line of the said section the word “fees,” and insert in lien
thereof, “dues.” In same section, after the word suspended, in fifteenth
line, strike out all to and including the word “accordingly,” in nine-
teenth line. Also, in 26th line same section, strike out communication
and insert in lieu thereof “ convocation.”

In section 1st, article 7th, strike out the words “members present”
and insert in lieu thereof “chapter.”

In section 2d, article7th, strike out all after.the word “given,” in the
sixth line of said section.

Strike out all of section 3d, article 7th.

In section 4th, article 7th, strike out “ withdraw,” and insert “ dimit,”
in lieu thereof.

The By-laws of Somerville Chapter, No. 89, provide for election of
officers to fill vacancies by death or otherwise. This we deem notin
accordance with the Constitution of the Grand Chapter of the State of
Alabama, and therefore recommend that section 5th of said by-laws be
stricken out.

In the by-laws of Allenton Chapter No. 52, in section 3d, article 1st,
strike out presiding officer and insert in lieu thereof, *“King or Scribe.”

In section 4th article 1st, and section 2d article 2d, section 1st article
9th, strike outthe word stated, and insertin lieu thereof, “regular.”

In section 1st, article 3d, strike out Grand Royal Arch Constitution
and insertin lieu thereof, “ Constitution of the Grand Chapter of Ala-
bama.”

Strike out all of section 5th, article 5th, it being in conflict with rule
tenth of the by-laws of the Grand Chapter.

In the by-laws of Clinton Chapter, No. 9, we find provision to fill
vacancies occurring during the year, by death or otherwise, to which
we find the same objections and offer the same recommendations as in
Somerville Chapter, No. 89.

In by-laws of Tuscaloosa Chapter, No. 1, section 1st article 1st, strike
out communications and insert in lieu thereof, “ convocations.” Sec-
tion 8, article 1st, strike out withdraw and insertin lieu thereof “dimit.”

In section 11th, article 1st, strike out the word persons, and insert in
lieu thereof “companion.”

In section 12th, article 1st, strike out .the word meeting, and insert
in lieu thereof the word “ convocation.”

In section 18th, strike out the word sitting, and insertin lieu thereof,
“convocation.”

Also, in same section, strike outall after the words “ presiding officer.”

In section 19th, strike out all after suspended, and insertin lieu thereof,
“at the discretion of the Chapter.”

In section 23d, strike out meeting and insert in lieu thereof “ convo-
cation.”
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In section 20th, strike out communication and insert in lieu thereof,
““ convocation.”

Strike out the whole of section 21st.

In section 23d, add after the word decide in the eighth line of said
section, “provided a majority of the members of the Chapter are pres-
ent.”

Greenville Chapter, No. 90, in section 1st, article 1st, strike out meet-
ing, and insert in lieu thereof, “convocation.”

Also, in section 1st, article 2d, strike out meeting, and insert “ convo-
cation” in lieu thereof; and in same section, also, in section 1st and 2d,
article 5th, section 1st, article 6th, and section 1st, article 12th, strike
out stated meetings, wherever occurring, and insert in lieu thereof,
“regular convocations.”

In the by-laws of Livingston Chapter, No. 20, section 1st, article 1st,
strike out stated, and insert “regular,” wherever it occurs: also, sec-
tion 2d, article 3d; in section 3d, article 3d; section 6th, article 3d; in
section 10th, article 3d; and section 5th, article 4th: also, in section
2d, article 8th; in section 1st, article 9th; in section 1st, article 10th,
make the same corrections.

In section 2d, article 1st, strike out lawful presiding, and insertin
lieu thereof, “ King” or “ Scribe.”

The amendment, section 9th, article 4th, is not in accordance with
rule 10th of by-laws of Grand Chapter, and we therefore, recommend it
stricken out.

Jeiferson Chapter, No. 81, correct, except section 7th, article 2d, where
the word guard occurs, instead of sentinel.

In the by-laws of Piekensville Chapter, No. 36, article 1st and article
22d, strike out stated communication, and insert in lieu thereof, “regu-
lar convocation.” ¢

In article 1st, also strike out next highest officer, and insert in lieu
thereof, “King” or “Scribe.”

In article 4th and article 11th, 20th and 21st, strike out stated meet-
ings.

In article 17th, strike out stated or special meetings, and insertin
lieu thereof, “regular or special convocations: Also, in the same article,
after the word quarterly, strike out meetings, and insert instead, “con-
vocations.”

In article 18th, after the word suspended in 4th line of said article,
strike out the remainder of said sentence to, and including the word
same, and insert at the discretion of the Chapter.

In the by-laws of Koslin Chapter, No. 88, section 5th, article 3d, strike
out fees, and insert “ dues” therefor.

In article 8th, strike out after the word from in the 4th line, the
words “his seat in”; and in article 9th in the 4th line, strike out meet-
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ing, and insert instead “convocation”; and after expelled in 6tli line,
strike out the remainder of the sentence, including the word decide,
and insertin lieu thereof, the words “hy a majority of two-thirds of
the votes cast; Provided, in case of a suspension a majority of the whole
Chapter be present.

In the by-laws of Coosa Chapter, No. 86, section 5th, article 3d, strike
out fees and insert “dues,” instead. .

In section 1, article 9th, insert after the word of, in the 10th line, the
words “two-thirds of,” and after the word decide, in the 11th line, in-
sert, “provided a majority of the whole Chapter be present.

In the by laws of Gaston Chapter, No. 85, in section 4th, article 7th,
in the 2d line of said section, strike out the word meetings, and insert
in lieu thereof “convocations,” and in 2d section, article 9th, strike out
the word meeting, and in there also, the word, “ convocation.” Also, in
the same section strike out the word person, and insert in lieu thereof,
the word “ companion.”

All of which is respectfully and fraternally submitted.

I. W. ANDERSON, Chairman.

And then, after prayer by the R. E. and Rev. Grand
Chaplain, the Grand Chapter was called from labor to
refreshment until 8 o’clock to-morrow morning.



Friday Morning, December 7, 1866.

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to labor
at 8 o’clock ; the M. E. D. Grand High Priest, Peleg Brown,
presiding ; the other grand officers at their several stations.

Prayer by the R. E. and Rev. Grand High Priest, Com-
panion E. V. LeVert.

The minutes were read and approved.

The Grand Officers elected for the ensuing masonic year
were installed in Ample Form, the M. E. P. G. H. P. Wil-
liam P. Chilton, assisting.

Companion W. J. A. J. Hilliard, from the Committee on
Chartered Chapters, No. 2, made the following report, and
the report was received and concurred in.

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 2.

The Committee on Chartered Chapters No. 2, have carefully examined
the returns confided to their charge, and beg leave to make the follow-
ing report, to-wit: #

Alabama Chapter No. 66, correct.

Tyrian, “ Y

Clayton, “ “ 63 ¢

Zerubbabel *“ “ b

Central, “ “ 64

Cherokee, “ “ 68 “

Crawford, il “ 82—No Seal.

Coosa, “ “ 86—Under Dispensation.

Hillabee, under dispensation, correct.

Farriorville, “ “ 67—No Seal.

Rockford, “ “ 62—Date of exaltations under remarks.

Smedeey Chapter, NO.77; no seal, reason stated, unable to procure
one.
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Lower Peach Tree, N0o. 69.—No seal; plaoe and time of convocation
omitted.

Carrollton,No.84—Under dispensation ; correct, but not neat.

Allenton, No. 52—Returns show that fourteen have presided, &c.,
and fourteen exalted: and recapitulation show twelve and fourteen
exalted.

Midw ay, No. 72.—The caption wrong, by saying the “Most Worship-
ful Grand,” Instead of “Most Excellent Grand,” &e.

Moulton,No.87.—Underdispensation, and shows that five have been
exalted.

Lawrenceville,No.73.—No seal]; number of Royal Arch Masons not
given ; and no recapitulation.

Gaston,No.85.—Under dispensation; correct.

Suggsville, No.55.—Date of dimits om itted.

Bell,No.83.—Under dispensation.

Pine Level,No. 75.—Date of affiliation om itted.

Loachapoka,No.80.—No seal, and showsthat seven have been exalted,

Russell, No. 65.—No seal; destroyed by fire; date of deaths not
given.

Elyton.No. 76.—Date of dimits not given; no report of advancing,
presiding, receiving, and acknowledging made.

Opelika, No. 74—Date of presiding in wrong column.

Hartwell,No.58.—Date of deaths not given.

Land Mark, No. 71.—D ate of dimits in part omitted.

Jefferson, No. 8l.—Under dispensation; suspended for unmasonio
conductunder remarks ; caption not filled up.

Roslin,No.88.—Under dispensation.

Greenville,No.90.—Under dispensation ; correct, except no treas-
urer or secretary reported.

Somerville, No. 89.—Nothing reported but number of members;
under dispensation.

All of which isrespectfully-and fraternally submitted.

W. J. A.J. HILLIARD, Chairman.

Companion J. C. Waddill, from Committee on Dispen-
sations, made the following report, and the report was re-
ceived and concurred in:

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON DISPENSATIONS.

Your Committee on Chapters under Dispensation, would report that
they have examined the minutes of Jefferson Chapter No. 81, and find
them neatly kept, but notice petitions are not always of a specific na-
ture. Officers are appointed for consecutive convocations, instead of
being sopro tern. They recommend a charter.
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They have also examined the minutes of Bell Chapter No. 83. It
would fill several sheets to notice in detail the many inaccuracies oc-
curring. No officers hut the first three are recorded, and the proceed-
ings are not signed hy the H.'P. and Secretary. The want of punctu-
ation and capitals occasions frequent confusion. In one instance com-
panions are fined. Hoping more correctness may characterize them in
the future we recommend a charter.

The minutes of Carrollton Chapter No. 84, are informal in several
important particulars. Apetition of abrother from Ky. Chapter is re-
ceived, hut we are not told how disposed of. The term “Persons is
applied to petitioners instead of brother.”

At one convocation after the Chapter- is attested as being called off,
a postscript is added. On two occasions no list of officers is given.
Believing such irregularities will be avoided hereafter we recommend
a Charter.

The minutes of Gaston Chapter No. 85, contrast most favorably with
those we have examined, and with great pleasure we recommend a
Charter.

In Hillabee Chapter No. 79, no list of officers is ever given. At the
first convocation a brotherreceives all the degrees, but no record shows
the acceptance of his petition. As that Chapter has held but few
convocations, and done but little work, we recommend the Dispensa-
tion continued.

The minutes of Boslin Chapter No. 88, are not attested by Secre-
tary, who is appointed. For similar reasons concerning the last
Chapter, we recommend the same course.

The minutes of Greenville Chapter are not signed by Secretary, and
contain terms such asmeetings” instead of convocations. Believing
such errors unintentional we recommend a Charter; Also that petition
of Somerville Chapter No. 89 be granted.

A dispensation is prayed for by Companion Moses Jones and nine
others, of Dale county. The requisitions required are complied, with,
and we recommend that it be granted.

J. C. WADDELL, Chairman.

Companion E. M. Hastings proposed the following
amendment to the Constitution of the Grand Chapter,
which was approved by a vote of one-third the members
present, was ordered to be entered upon the minutes, to be
printed with the proceedings, and to lie over for considera-
tion at the next annual convocation of the Grand Chapter.

AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION.
That Sec. 5, of Art. IV, be amended by adding at its close the words,
“unless his petition be rejected.”
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Companion William 0. Hudson offered the following

resolution, and it was adopted.

Resolved, Tliat the “Dues” of Elyton Chapter, No. 76, for the present
year; and alsothe “ Dues” of Bladon Spring Chapter, No. 59, for 1865
and 1866, he remitted.

Companion William 0. Hudson offered the following
resolution, and it was adopted.
Resolved, That the Grand Treasurer bo authorized to loan Companion

Thomas McDougal, Grand Sentinel, the sum of seventy-five dollars, on
his own note, without interest.

On motion, it was ordered, that the sum of three hun-
dred dollars be set apart, in the hands of the Grand Secre-
tary, as a contingent fund for the ensuing masonic year.

The M. E. Grand High Priest announced the following
Grand Officers and Committees:

JAMES A. WILLICK, Huntsville, Grand P. S

N. A. AGEE, Claiborne, Grand R. A C.
JOHN COETEIGHT, Mobile, Grand M. 3 V.
W. A. ALLEN, Wetumjpka, Grand M. 2 V.
J. W, L. DANIEL, Midway, ' Grand M. 1V.
THOMAS McDOUGAL, Montgomery, Grand Sentinel,

COMMITTEE ON WOKK.

To report on the first day of each annual Grand Convocation:

PELEG BROWN, ..o Mobile.
EDMUND M. HASTINGS, Montgomery,
DAVID B. SMEDLEY ...coiiiiiiiiiisrseee s Troy.
ON MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE.
DAVID CLOPTON...ccoootiiiiiiieieene e Montgomery.
ROBERT Il. ERVIN, Camden.
N. B. CLOUD, ..ot Montgomery.
ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.
P. J. PILLANS, e Mobile.
J. M. HUMPHREY,... .. Huntsville.
J. J. DELCHAMPS,. ...Mobile.

HENRY GATCHELL... ... Selma.
J. C. WADDILL ittt Benton,

The minutes were read and approved.
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And then, after solemn prayer to the Throne of Grace,
by the R. E. and Rev. Grand Chaplain, Companion E. V.
LeVert, the Most Excellent Grand Royal Arch Chapter of
the State of Alabama was closed in Ample Form.

DANIEL SAYRE, Grand Secretary.
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fUpti on Jomp <aTCSpoujunrc.

Your Committee on Foreign Correspondence have had before them
the latest proceedings ofthe following Grand Chapters, to-wit:

ATKANSAS.c.eiiiiciie = e November, 1865.
California ) e e T October, 1865.
Florida January, 1866.
[ LaKe KT A VT May, 1866
Kansas . February, 1866.
LOUISTANG . cvveeiriireeieie e February, 1866.
Maryland aud D. C November, 1865.
MassachusSettS....cccoee cevvveeecciiiecee e, ST October, 1865.
Mississippi January, 1866.
Missouri May, 1866.
NEW Y OTK .o e February, 1866.
Tennessee February, 1865.
Virginia o SIS December, 1865.
Maine * April, 1866.
ConnectiCut....cccoceveerncencciene s -May, 1866.
W isconsin February, 1866.
lowa June, 1866.
KENTUCKY o October, 1866.

ARKANSAS.

TheM. E. Grand Chapter of the State of Arkansas, held its annual
convocation in the city of Little Rock, on the 2d of November, 1865, the
M. E. Luke E. Barber,. G. H. Priest, present and presiding. There
were present the representatives of fourteen subordinate chapters.

The business transacted was of very limited extent, and of no special
interest to the Royal Arch Fraternity in general. Companion Bar-
ber was re-elected G. H. P., and Companion T. D. Merrick was re-
elected Grand Secretary. Since the convocation, however, your com-
mittee regret to learn that Companion Merrick has been removed from
the Royal Arch below, to the Higher Arch above. Companion W. D.
Blocher has been appointed Grand Secretary in his stead.

There was no reporton Foreign Correspondence. This is the more to
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be regretted, as our sister jurisdiction of Arkansas possesses many intelli-
gent and accomplished masons.

The reports from the subordinate chapters show a membership tor the
last year of the chapters that made returns of seventy-eight, deaths
thirty, exaltations one hundred and sixty-eight, dimitted fifty, rejected
twenty-four.

There are twenty-eight subordinate chapters in Arkansas, one of
which returns a membership of four. Unless the figures are a typo-
graphical error, your committee do not understand this, as they cannot
see how a chapter could exist with only four members.

CALIFORNIA.

The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of California,
held its twelfth Annual Convocation in the city of San Francisco, on the
16th day of October, 1865, presided overby the M. E. Isaac Davis, G. H.
P. There were present the representatives of thirty-two subordinate
chapters.

The committee to which was referred the address of the Grand High
Priest, congratulate the Grand Chapter, upon the prosperous condition
of Royal Arch Masonry within its jurisdiction.

A resolution was adopted recommending the subordinates to abridge
the ceremonies conferring the Past Master’s degree within the narrow-
est constitutional limits, only retaining the inducting the candidate into
the oriental chair, and the communicating the means of recognition.

During the convocation cf the Grand Chapter a complaint was made
against Sacramento Chapter No. 3, for having adopted certain resolu-
tions, referring, as your committee suppose, (for they are not placed on
record,) to the late civil war. And your committee take great pleasure
in laying the report of the committee, to which the complaint was re-
ferred, before this Grand Chapter, heartily indorsing it in every particu-
lar The report is as follows :

To the M. E. Grand Chapter of California ;—

Your committee to whom was referred a communication from Comp.
James M. McDonald, a member of Sacramento Chapter No. 3, com-
plaining against the action of that Chapter in adopting certain resolu-
tions on the 2d day of May last, have carefully examined the copy of
the resolutions submitted, and reportas follows :

Congregations of Masons, as such, whether in Lodges, Chapters, or
other bodies of the Craft, are intended only for Masonic purposes—for
furthering the great ends of Brotherly Love, Reliefand Truth—for dis-
seminating the heaven-born ideas of Faith, Hope, and Charity—for
doing actual, practical good to our fellow-men. All that is foreign to
the philanthropic and benevolent principles which are the foundation
of our Order, for the exemplification of which, both in precept and in
practice, it alone exists—all that is not necessary to give aid and
strength to the beneficent mission for which our institution is appointed,
is jealously to be excluded from within our portals. With those many
things which agitate and vex the minds of men when in the outer
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sworld, in our capacity of Masons, we have nought to do; and among
the earliest lessons we have been taught, it has ever been strongly im-
pressed upon us that religious or political subjects find no proper place
for introduction or discussion in temples sacred to the charitable and
harmony-seeking purposes of Freemasonry. Our only religion is to be-
lieve in God and strictly to obey the moral law—our only politics to be
Peaceable subjects to the civil powers, and obedient to the laws of the

nd in which we live. As citizens, we have ample liberty, at other
times and places, to discuss the merits ofour several creeds, and to present
our views upon matters of political or national importance; but it is as
unnecessary and unwise, as it is Masonically unlawful, to allow either
to find vent in a Lodge or Chapter.'

This being the well-known law of Masonry, it is with sorrow that
your committee have seen the resolutions under consideration. They
ought not to have been offered in the Chapter—they ought not to have
been entertained by its presiding officer—they certainly ought not to
have been adopted, Your committee are aware, however, that at the
time of their presentation, great excitement existed in consequence of
the terrible crime which prompted them; and, while the action of the
Chapter must be reprehended, that others may not commit a similar of-
fense, they feel disposed only to recommend the adoption of the follow-
ing resolution :—

Resolved, That Sacramento Chapter No. 3, be directed to efface from its
records the resolutions above alluded to, together with all other matters
ofrecord which may be connected therewith.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

The report was concurred in, and the resolution adopted.

The Grand Chapter of California seems to have adopted the practice
of procuring and preserving the portraits of its Grand High Priests.

The report on Foreign Correspondence is from the pen of that accom-
plished mason, Companion Lawrence C. Owen, the Grand Secretary.
He reviews the proceedings of fourteen Grand Chapters, those of Ala-
bama, however, not being of the number, Owing to the existence of the
late war. He cannot account for the non-reception of the proceedings
of Connecticut, lowa, Minnesota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island and Wisconsin, unless it is owing to the literary taste of some of
those through whose hands they ought to pass; yet he ho}:>es shortly to
resume intercourse with the Grand Chapters of Alabama, Arkansas,
Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North and South Carolina, Tennessee,
Texas and Virginia.

Companion Owen refers to a decision made by the Grand High Priest
of Indiana, that a chapter has authority to confer the degrees upon a
maimed mason, upon the ground that Freemasenry will not require a
more perfect physical organization than would be necessary in the com-
mander of an army, the occupant of a seat in the cabinet, or the Presi-
dential chair. The decision was referred to a committee whichreported

3
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against its correctness, and the report was adopted. Companion Owen
approves of that report, and so do your committee.

Companion Owen also refersto a “general regular” of the Grand Chap-
ter of Vermont, which requires the officers of chapters under dispensa-
tion to be installed. He says that he knows of no other Grand Chapter
which requires or permits the installation of officers of chapters under
dispensation ; and he believes the regulation to be contrary to the usage
in other jurisdictions.

The opening address of the Grand High Priest Was short, but perti-
nent and happily conceived.

The Grand Secretary reports the existence of thirty-four subordinate
chapters within his jurisdiction, with a membership of one thousand
three hundred and fifteen. During the preceding masonic year, three
hundred and eighty-one had been exalted, thirty-five affiliated, one
hundred and eighteen withdrawn, sixty-eight suspended for n. p. d.,
thirty-one died, and two rejected.

John Kirkpatrick was elected Grand High Priest, and Lawrence C.
Owen was re-elected Grand Secretary.

FLORIDA.

The Grand Chapter of Florida held its twentieth annual convocation
in the city of Tallahassee, on the 8tli of January, 1866. M. E. David
Jones, Grand High Priest, presiding, and the representatives of seven
subordinate chapters being present.

The Grand High Priest in his opening address congratulates the com-
panions onthe Veturn of peace, and states thatthe chaptersin that State
are in a healthy and prosperous condition, doing much good work for
the advancement of our great and glorious cause. Two charters had
been lost or destroyed, and they were ordered to be replaced by others.

The report on correspondence is from the pen of Companion Thomas
Brown, one of the venerable fathers of masonry in Florida, and P. G.
High Priest since 1851.

Companion Brown refers to the case in Indiana, where the Grand
Hish Priest had decided that a maimed candidate could receive the
chapter degrees, but which decision was over-ruled by the Grand Chap-
ter. He agrees with the Grand Chapter of Indiana, and dissents from
the opinion of its Grand High Priest; and expresses the conviction that
it is a law of masonry that “a man deprived of a leg or an arm cannot
be made a Royal Arch Mason.” Such also is the opinion of your com-
mittee. In the language of Companion Brown, “we have the law, let
us abide by it.”

He quotes the following “magnifical” paragraphs from the opening
address of the H. E. John M. Parks, G. H. Priest of the Grand Chapter
of Ohio in 1862, and says that it is the only instance he has met with of
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an intolerant spirit, or a design to drag politics and subjects of a dis
cordant character into our sacred tabernacles :

“The period since last we met has been one of intense excitement.
Then, we were in the opening scenes of a dreadful war—in a state of
fearful expectancy—watching, with hushed breath, the fast-gathering
storm-clouds, and awaiting, with deep anxiety, thelrscathlng explosion,
Since then, many a bloody page of our national history has been un-
folded. How bravely have both our navy and army behaved themselves
in front of the enemy ! and what laurels have they won that will fill
pages in the history of this war, that will be magnificat, of fame and
glory, in future ages.

The energies and resources of the Federal Government have wrought
a complete change in the European mind. The Eastern powers are
standing aghast in wondering astonishment at the magnitude ofour re-
sources, the veteran bravery of our army and navy, and, especially, the
exploits of our “little monitor,” which has revolutionized maritime war-
fare. Even old England, the land of our forefathers, who are “bone of
our bone, and flesh of our flesh,” when she saw us struggling for life,
threatened to spring upon us with her Lion Claws; but the lofty soar-
ings, and majestic evolutions of the American Eagle has hushed the
Lion’s roar, or caused it to be only heard, in low, muttering growls,
away back in its own sea-island caverns.

As we look out from this sacred retreat upon our once happy, but now
bleeding and lacerated government, our hearts sink, almost to suffoca-
tion, as we see that sacred legacy, bequeathed us by our forefathers,
assailed by the ruthless hands, and impassioned and frenzied minds, of
political partizans and vissionary demagogues.

He also quotes the following from the opening address of the same
distinguished presiding officer in a subsequent year :

Among all these differences and strife, the fiery ordeal through which
our country is now passing, we rejoice to know that the cherished
tenets of our institution are preserved unchanged. “Obedient to the
laws,” we ignore all differences, religious and political—suffering no
discordant element to enter with us into this sacred tabernacle of our holy
Order. And while we regret the conductof our Companions who have
caused this unholy strife, we would ask them, even now, to pause, re-
flect, and let their better and nobler natures prevall We would say
to them, as did the great Lawglver on a certain occasion: “ Come,
now, and let us reason together ; though your sins he as scarlet, they
shall be as white as SnoOw; though they be red like crimson, they shail
he as wool.” Letusrenderto every one their iust dues,; “to Caesar
the things which are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”

After giving these paragraphs it was hut natural for Companion
Brown to let out the emotions of his own kind and benevolent spirit,
as he did, in the following exclamation—*“ Oh! consistency, how beau-
tiful art thou, as well in word and profession, as in action and
conduct.”

As the distinguished chairman of the committee on Foreign Corres-
pondence of the Grand Chapter of Florida, has done up this matter so
perfectly “brown,” and as we have no disposition,“to drag politics
and subjects of a discordant character into our sacred tabernacle,” and
as the Grand High Priest of Ohio seems to he in a happy state of con-
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valescence, ire drop the subject; merely observing that Companion
Brown did meet with another instance of intolerance in the person of
Companion Parks’ successor, a paragraph from whose opening address
he quotes; but as these things must be as distasteful to the members
of this Grand Chapter as they are to your committee, they proceed to
matters of a more pleasant character. And forthis purpose they make
room for the following remarks from the address of the M. E., Melvin
L. Youngs, G. H. P. of Wisconsin, in his address in 1865, which are evi-
dently conceived in a kindlier spirit, and with a better appreciation of
the true mission of Masonry.—

And among the most prominent blessings, and for which we cannot
he too grateful, 'is the fact, that while war is abroad in our land, and
many of our Companions are engaged at our country’s call, in fighting
her battles, yet we are permitted to meet in peace, undisturbed by the
din of battle or the dread of hostile forces. Our ranks are unbroken.
We meet here to-day the same familiar faces, who have so long been
accustomed to attend this Annual Gathering, while the fires upon our
altars, wherever erected throughout our entire jurisdiction, burn with
more than their wonted brightness. But while we thus contemplate
with satisfaction our own peaceful and happy lot, let us not forget
that some of our sister jurisdictions have been denied this privilege.
Some of them are reaping the fruits of a cruel and bloody war. Their
lands are laid waste, their homes made desolate by the ravages of con-
tending armies. The Altars around which they are wont to bow, are
now overturned. Their Subordinates are broken up, and they denied
the privilege, which we are now enjoying, of meeting in Grand Con-
vocation, to deliberate upon, and devise measures to promote the well-
being of the Craft. Let us all reverently pray to Almighty God that
the time may soon come when wars and rumors of wars shall cease,
and no more be heard in our once happy land. When brother shall no
longer be called upon to raise his hand against his brother. When the
Altars which are now broken down and destroyed shall again he
reared, and their fires again lighted to be no more extinguished.

Florida has 15 subordinates upon its roll, which return 396 members,
which had exalted 58 companions during the year, and rejected 8 can-
didates.

INDIANA.

The Grand Chapter of Indiana held its twenty-first annual convoca-
tion in the city of ludianopolis, on the 23d of May last. The Grand
High Priest, Thomas Pattison, was present. His opening address is a
business document exclusively, referring to nothing outside of his own
Grand Chapter, except to the meeting of the General Grand Chapter at
Columbus, in the State of Ohio, in September 1865. He intimates that
a desire to tinker with the constitution of that body seems to be a pre-
vailing disease among its leading members; and from his remarks
your committee draw the conclusion that it is likely to become
chronic. The expression is much more significant than elegant, but
certainly appropriate. All constitutions that need repairing so fre-
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quently must of necessity be very defective, if not entirely worn out,
and the best thing that can be done with them is to throw them aside
and get new ones. He cannot see that anything was accomplished at
the meeting for the real benefit of Eoyal Arch Masonry; unless the
splendid banquet given to the Eoyal Arch Masons present might have
had that effect, a remark Which your committee venture to throw in
by the way. He recommends that the Grand Chapter of Indiana take
no further part in its proceedings.

The Grand High Priest made the report on Foreign Correspondence.
It isa brief review of 12 Grand Chapters.

During the Convocation, the Grand Chapter withdrew from all par-
ticipation in the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter.

Indiana has under her jurisdiction 52 subordinate chapters with a
membership of 1923. During the year 1865, 353 were exalted, 42 affili-
ated, 31 reinstated, 38 died, 111 dimitted, 43 suspended, and two ex-
pelled. Companion Thomas Newby was elected Grand High Priest,
and Companion William Hacker re-clected Grand Secretary.

KANSAS.

Your committee have received the proceedings of a convention of
Eoyal Arch Masons of the State-of Kansas, which met at the city of
Leavenworth on the 27th of January and 26th of February last, for
the purpose of forming a Grand Eoyal Arch Chapter for that State.
Three subordinate chapters were represented. A constitution was
adopted, and after the convention adjourned the Grand Chapter of
Kansas held its first convocation on the same day. Companion E. E.
Eees was elected Grand High Priest, and Companion E. T. Carr, Graud
Secretary, and after the transaction of some necessary business, the
Grand Chapter was closed, until again called together by the Grand
High Priest, at such time and place as he may designate, and he has
already designated Topeka as the place, and the 18th of October last
as the time, for its next convocation, butthe proceedings of that con-
vocation have not yet been received.

Your committee, in the name and on behalf of the Grand Chapter
of Alabama, venture to welcome the Grand Chapter of Kansas into the
sisterhood of Grand Chapters, and to bid her God-speed in the noble
work of Eoyal Arch Masonry.

LOUISIANA.

The Grand Chapter of Louisiana held its 19th annual convocation
in the city of New Orleans, on the 13th of February last, the Grand
High Priest, Henry E. Swasey, presiding, and the representatives of
12 Chapters present.

The address of the Grand High Priest breathes the true spirit of
Eoyal Arch Masonry. From it your committee learn that the Grand
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Chapter has not convened before for several years ; but the compan-
ions are again getting to work, and capitular masonry is looking up in,
that jurisdiction. There was no report on Foreign Correspondence.
The Grand Chapter of Louisiana has 23 subordinates within its juris-
diction, with areported membership of 1221.
Companion Henry Regenburg was elected Grand High Priest, and
Samuel M. Todd re-elected Grand Secretary.

MARYLAND AND DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

The annual eouvocation of the Grand Chapter of Maryland and the
District of Columbia, was held at Washington City, on the 13th of
November 1865, the Grand High Priest, John L. Yates, presiding, and
the representatives of 8 subordinate chapters.

The report ou Foreign Correspondence was made by Companion E.
L. Stevens. Companion Stevens is a good Mason, and an intelligent
one; of a kindly nature, and full of love for all mankind. He evi-
dently knows what he is about, and yet we cannot but think that his
devotion to the General Grand Chapter or some other circumstance,
has somewhat warped his better judgment as to the matter of loyalty.
He seems to think that all the Grand Chapters in the United States are
the mere creatures of the General Grand Chapter, and that that body
having made them all, has the power to unmake them, and that they
all owe eternal allegiance to it. He adopts the reasoning of Compan-
ion Drummond of Maine on this subject, and his principal argument
is—that the State Grand Chapters are the offspring of the General
Grand Chapter, and therefore subordinate to it; and that all action of
the former, undertaking to dissolve the connection between them, is
rebellion towards the latter. We cannot subscribe to this doctrine.
The General Grand Chapter is itself the creature of individual
chapters; nothing more. Besides, in every obligation there must be
mutuality. Now, the General Grand Chapter can certainly dissolve
itself, and thus relieve itself and the State Grand Chapters from all
obligation from the one towards the other; but if the latter have no
power to dissolve their connection with the former, then there is no
reciprocity of obligation between them, and to suppose that, is to sup-
pose an absurdity. But the matter is to us of too little interest to
demand further argument. This Grand Chapter has severed its con-
nection with the General Grand Chapter, and we trust it will never
be renewed.

It appears that within the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of
Maryland and the District of Columbia, the Grand Chapter controls
the degrees of Royal and Select Masters, and no one can be exalted un-
til he receives those degrees. Companion Stevens is in favor of form-
ing separate councils for those degrees, as in other jurisdictions.
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Companion Stevens has a good natured hit at Companion O’Sullivan
of Missouri. The latter had intimated that there might be good Ma-
sons and true men of intelligence and worth connected with the Grand
Chapter of Maryland and the District of Columbia, but that their
morals, and perhaps their masonry, were learned in a purer atmosphere
than that beneath the shadow of the American Capitol; while the for-
mer replies, that judging from some specimens he had seen, Missouri
masonry was nothing to boast of. AVeimagine that both Companions
have committed the error of judging a whole house by a few *“bad
bricks.” Let Companion Stevens judge Companion O’Sullivan’s house
by Companion O’Sullivan himself, and vice versa, and each will come to
the conclusion that the other belongs to a pretty good house.

The Grand Chapter of Maryland and District of Columbia has 12
subordinate chapters within its jurisdiction, with a membership of 930;
254 appear to have been exalted during the preceding year, 11 have
died, 3 been suspended, and 3 expelled.

Companion James G. Smith was elected Grand High Priest, and W.
Morris Smith re-elected Grand Secretary.

MASSACHUSETTS.

The annual convocation of the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts was
held in Boston, on the 10th of October 1865, present the M. E : Solon
Thornton, Grand High Priest, and the representatives of 26 subordi-
nate chapters. The convocation seems to have been a pleasant and
harmonious one, but not much business of a character of interest to
other jurisdictions was transacted

The report on Foreign Correspondence was made by Companion
James Kimball. It is among the best we have read. Companion Kim-
ballis undoubtedly a well informed Mason, and of literary culture. He
has great tact in selecting the mostinteresting subjects ot remark from
the proceedings of other jurisdictions, and what he says is clothed in
chaste language, and with a commendable common sense not met with
every day. |If the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts has many such
writers as Companion Kimball, it isto be regretted that she has so long
hid her light under a bushel—this being the first report on Foreign
Correspondence that we have met with from that Grand Chapter. He
reviews the proceedings of 12 Grand Chapters. We regret that ours
was not among the number; but the interruption in the mails had
doubtless prevented them from being received.

Companion Kimball notices, in the proceedings of the Grand Chapter
of New York for 1864, what appears to your committee, rather an ex-
traordinary decision of that Grand Chapter. A Companion appealed to
the Grand Chapter from the decision of a subordinate chapter, he being
at the time an expelled Mason from a Lodge; but the Grand Chapter
held that he had no right to appeal until ho had bedn restored to all
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the rights and privileges of the lodge; thus refusing him all redress
from any injury he might have suffered, until after such redress might,
perhaps, have heen rendered unnecessary. Your committee do not, of
course, mean to imply, any censure towards the Grand Chapter of New
York ; hut it seems to your committee that when a party is on trial
before a masonic tribunal, he is entitled to all the rights conceded to
any party by the laws by which the tribunal is governed, without re-
gard to his status in another jurisdiction, for how else shall he everbe
able to obtain justice 1

The Grand Chapter of Massachusetts has within its jurisdiction 34
subordinates, with a membership of 3,326, upward of 1,000 having
been exalted in 1865. Eichard Briggs was elected Grand High Priest,
and Thomas Waterman was re-elected Grand Secretary.

MISSISSIPPI.

The Grand Chapter of Mississippi held its eighteenth annual convo-
cation, in the city of Jackson, on the 18th of January last, the M. E :
Grand Scribe, Companion William D. Ferris, presiding. There were
present the representatives of 47 subordinate chapters. The Grand
High Priest sent in his annual address, which is an interesting resume
of the then present condition of Capitular Masonry in the State of
Mississippi. Many of the chapters had suffered by the casualties of
the late war, but the companions in our adjoining jurisdiction are
girding their loins afresh for the work before them, and seem deter-
mined to go ahead with their great and noble mission. Although
there was not a cent of money in the treasury, and the subordinate
chapters had suffe'red greatly by the war, which was peculiarly dis-
astrous in the State of Mississippi, yet, in the midst of their distress
the companions did not forget the widow and the orphan. The Grand
Chapter was in convocation two days, and much was done by its mem-
bers towards putting it again in working order. There was no report
on Foreigh Correspondence.

In Mississippi the practice of using substitutes in conferring the
Eoyal Arch degree is forbidden.

Petitions for the chapter degrees are not received from unaffiliated
master masons.

Members suspended for non-payment of “Dues" are charged for the
time for which they are suspended.

The degrees are forbidden to be conferred on mutilated candidates.

Companion William S. Patton was elected Grand High Priest, and
Companion Oscar T. Keeler was re-elected Grand Secretary.

MISSOURI.
The Grand Chapter of Missouri convened in the City of St. Louis, on
the 23rd of May last, the D. G. H. P., Samuel Eusseli, presiding. The'
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representatives of twenty subordinates were present. The opening
address of the D. G. H. P. iswell conceived, and handsomely expressed.
He recommended that more attention be given to learning the phil-
osophy of Royal Arch Masonry, and complains that in some of the sub-
ordinate chapters the work is wofully deficient, and in others positively
erroneous. He had granted a Dispensation to a Chapter in Nebraska
Territory, to confer the chapter degrees on citizens of Missouri, to en-
able them to organize a Chapter at Rockport, in Missouri, the latter
place being 80 miles from any chapter in Missouri, and only 20 from the
chapter to which the Dispensation was granted, and the Grand Chap-
ter approved what he had done.

Companion Martin Collier reported that there had come into his
hands a set ofjournals, belonging to Beaufort Chapter, but whether to
Beaufort in North or South Carolina he was ignorant, until he was in-
formed by Companion A. G. Mackey that there was no such chapter in
the latter State, and they were turned over to the Grand Secretary to
await the call of the proper party.

During the Convocation ofthe Grand Chapter it assisted in laying
the corner stone ofa masonic temple in Saint Louis.

The report on Foreign Correspondence was submitted by Companion
George Frank Gouley. Hereviews the proceedings of 24 Grand Chapters,
and takes occasion to pay a handsome and well deserved compliment to
the opening address of our present M. E. Grand High Priest, delivered
at the last Convocation of this Grand Chapter, and kindly endorses the
report of your Committee on Foreign Correspondence made at the same
convocation. He thinks that Royal Arch Masonry is in good hands in
Alabama, and promises abundant fruits. May his anticipations be fully
realized.

In reviewing the proceedings ofthe Grand Chapter of Connecticut for
1865, he isvery severe on the Grand High Priest, Companion Asa Smith,
for indulging in a Fourth of July appeal to the sectional pride and pas-
sions of his hearers; and also upon the Chairman of the Committee on
Foreign Correspondence, Companion Storer, for the bad taste and worse
spirit of the opening remarks of his report in 1865. But your commit-
tee do not transcribe what Companion Gouley says, because both par-
tiesto the late disastrous warfare having professedly “buried the
hatchet,” or, rather, our hatchet having been buried for us, we accept
the “situation ” in perfect good faith, and do not care to see the bloody
instrument exhumed.

A mourning page is dedicated to the memory of Companion, the Rev.
William White, Past Grand Chaplain.

The Grand Chapter of Missouri has upon its register 35 subordinates,
with a returned membership of1145. During the preceding year, 188
were exalted, 32 affiliated, 102 dimitted, 18 died, 6 suspended, and 10 re-

ected.
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Companion Samuel Rnssel was elected Grand High Priest, and Com-
panion Anthony O’Sullivan re-elected Grand Secretary.

Since writing the foregoing your committee have received the intel-
ligence of the death of Companion O’Sullivan. Although personally un-
known to the writer, he had learned to love Companion O’Sullivan for
his good qualities as a mason, and for his great attainments in masonry,
and for his faithfulness and diligence as a Grand Secretary. We can
hut drop a tear over his grave, and exclaim “ resgniescat in pace !”

NEW YORK.

The Grand Chapter of the State of New York convened in the city of
Albany, on the 6th of February 1866, the M. E. Horace S. Taylor, G. H.
P., presiding, and the representatives of 103 subordinate Chapters
present.

The opening address ofthe Grand High Priest, is an excellent paper,
breathing the true spirit of masonic love and charity, and making no
reference to the late war that might not have been made by a Southern
man. Herefers, in befitting terms, to instances in which the masonic
recognition has turned aside the shaft of death, and lessened the hor-
rors of the battle-field. Many instances have come to his knowledge of
acts ofkindness towards prisoners of war on the part of Southern com-
panions, and which, he says, will ever be remembered with gratitude.
He also refers to applications for relief made on the part of Southern
Chapters that had been desolated by the war, and which had been gen-
erously responded to by the Companions of his State. We have seldom
perused any opening address that gave your Committee more satisfac-
tion than this one of Companion Taylor. Long may he live to enjoy
the honors conferred upon him by the Grand Chapter of which he is the
head, and which he no less honors ; and to diffuse the principles of gen-
uine Free Masonry, which he so fully appreciates.

Duringthe year a monument had been erected, at the joint expense
ofthe Grand Lodge, the Grand Chapter, and subordinate Chapters, at
a cost of nearly $1,500, to the memory of Salem Town, late Most Ex-
cellent Grand Chaplain, and which was to be dedicated by appropriate
ceremonies.

Appropriate resolutions were passed in regard to the death of Com-
panion Charles L. Church, P. G. H. P, and late Grand Treasurer; and
of Companion Sylvester Gilbert, P. D. G. H. P.; and also of Companion
William Connelly, late Royal Arch Captain.

The report on Foreign Correspondence was made by a Committee of
which Companion Joseph White was Chairman. It is a very able re-
port and embraces areview ofthe proceedings of 16 Grand Chapters.

The Grand High Priest of Indiana having decided that the loss of an
arm did not disqualify a Companion from receiving the chapter degrees,
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Companion White refers to that decision, and although he thinks it was
wrong, he presents the following argument in its favor: That if one
who was already a Royal Arch Mason, should lose an arm, and was still
entitled to be present and participate in the proceedings of a Royal
Arch Chapter, why should not the degrees be conferred upon one after
he had lost an arm 1 We think the argument can he easily answered.
If Companion W hite was building a house, and he should findthat some
of the stone”™ had become broken and defective after they had been putin
their places, would he therefore put in more broken and defective
stones? We submit to Companion White that unless he can answer
that in the affirmative, his argument must fall to the ground.

Speaking ofthe funeral obsequies of a Companion who had died in
Baltimore, Companion AVhite remarks:

“The abstract right of the different higher masonic grades to appear
in funerals in their separate characters and costumes, your committee
will not:deny. But it appears to us that special distinctions and pag-
eantry on snch occasions detract from that impressive and solemn ad-
monition exemplified in the Master’sritual; that manis mortal, and that
in the grave all are equal, all alike are food,for the worms, and all
worldly distinctions are leveled in the dust.”

We have a very decided opinion upon this question of Regalia, and
upon a proper occasion would be delighted to discuss it With the distin-
guished companion; but as the matter is now before a committee of the
Grand Lodge of Alabama, it would be indelicate for its Grand Secretary
to do so in advance of their report. We therefore postpone it for a fu-
ture opportunity.

The Grand Chapter of New York has upon its rolls 115 subordinates,
with a returned membership of 7,556.

Companion Horace S. Taylor was re-elected G. H. P., and Companion
John O. Cole was re-elected Grand Secretary.

TENNESSEE.

Your committee have the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Tennes-
see for 1861 and 1865. The Grand Chapter did not meet during the inter-
mediate years. At neither convocation was anything done, other than
the ordinary routine of business of the Grand Chapter, except at the
latter, a committee of three was appointed to make an, estimate of the
damages suffered on account ofthe occupation ofthe Masonic Temple as
a hospital, by the Federaltroops. Our masonic companions of Tennes-
see will doubtless have a good time in getting those damages.

Notwithstanding the unsettled state of affairs in our sister jurisdic-
tion, there was a fair number ofthe subordinate chapters represented,
and Tennessee will soon be “all right” again.

Companion John Frizzell was elected Grand High Priest, and Charles
A. Fuller was re-elected Grand Secretary.
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MICHIGAN.

The seventeenth annual convocation of the Grand Chapter of Michi-
gan was held in the city of Detroit, on the 8th of January last. The
Grand High Priest, Ebeuezer Sprague, was present, and the representa-
tives offorty Chapters. The opening address is almost entirely a bus-
iness document, though the Grand High Priest takes occasion to speak
kindly ofthe Southern States lately in arms.

Not So, however, with Companion J. Eastman Johnson, »the chair-
man of the committee on Foreign Correspondence. He speaks of the
late war as a most atrocious rebellion, andis led to believe that masonry
South, as an organization, has succumbed to the tornado; nor has he
any regrets for our shattered tabernacles, the veils of our tents rent
asunder, and lights gone out, and our altars desecrated; (hough all the
mischief was done by Northern hands. As Companion Johnson appears
to have been in possession of very little tidings from the South at the
time he wrote, he may be surprized to learn that masonry on this
side of the Potomac is not yet quite dead; we assure him that it is
very much alive, and likely to remain so for sometime to come.

The Grand Chapter adopted a resolution that thereafter no dues
should be remitted to any subordinate Chapter, on account of loss by
fire, unless at the time of the loss its jewels and furniture had been in-
sured.

The Grand Chapter of Michigan has, under its Jurisdiction, 44 subor-
dinate Chapters, with amembership of 2,595.

Companion A. Bernard Cudworth was elected M. E. Grand High
Priest, and CompanionJ. Eastman Johnson re-elected Grand Secretary.

VIRGINIA.

The annual convocation of the Grand Chapterof Virginia was held at
Richmond, on the 14th day of December 1865. The Grand High Priest,
John H. Purdie, was present, and the representatives of 16 subordinate
Chapters.

Only the ordinary routine business was done. There was a very short
report on Foreign Correspondence by Companion John Dove, the
chairman of the committee, merely noting the reception of the proceed-
ings ofthe other Grand Chapters.

Companion George W. Dame was elected Grand High Priest, and
Companion John Dove wasre-elected Grand Secretary.

NORTH CAROLINA.

The eighteenth annual convocation of the Grand Chapter of North
Carolina was held in Wilmington, on the 4th day of June last. The re
presentatives of 11 Chartered Chapters were present, and of 6 working
under Dispensation.
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The address from the Grand High Priest is a business document. He
says that during the last four years the number of Royal Arch Masons
has increased rapidly, and complains that too many of them make no
proficiency in the work and lectures of the degrees, and maintains that
there isno neutral ground in masonry; every member, he says, is either
an advantage or an injury to the order. Harmony prevails in the sub-
ordinate Chapters, and they are in a flourishing condition, and working
well. Being about to remove from the jurisdiction he takes an affection-
ate leave of his companions.

The report on Foreign Correspondence was made by Companion Al-
fred Martin, reviewing the proceedings of 21 Grand Chapters. He al-
ludes in appropriate terms to the last address of our M. E. Grand High
Priest, and speaks of it asa well conceived document, breathing a truly
Christian and masonic spirit. Our report on Foreign Correspondence
for 1865 he terms “a very able one,” and regrets that hehasnothad time
to give it a more thorough examination. And your committee regret it
also, for Companion Martin wields a vigorous pen, and seems perfectly
to understand his business.

Companion Martin hails with pleasure the manifestations he has met
with, “ofa love and fraternal consideration, superior to the all-powerful
and prevailing influence ofthe passions and prejudices that seem to
have been kindled in the breasts of the groat masses of our countrymen
in the Northern and Western States,” “though there are a few,” and
he rejoicesto say “avery few, prominent masons that cannot divest
themselves of political and sectional prejudices.” These, he says,
“should be rebuked promptly and sternly in every instance, and by
every lodge and chapter in the land, supreme and subordinate.”

The Grand Chapter of North Carolina has under its jurisdiction 38
subordinate chapters.

Companion Alfred Martin was elected Grand High Priest, and Com-
panion Thomas B. Carr was re-elected Grand Secretary.

MAINE.

The Grand Chapter of Maine convened at Portland, on the 30th of
April last, the M. E. Grand High Priest, A. J. Fuller presiding, and the
representatives of 18 subordinate chapters being present. All the char-
tered chapters in the jurisdiction had made returns and paid their
dues.

The opening address is principally upon business pertaining to his office,
but the Grand High Priest takes occasion to say that “our country is
at peace, and the clash of armsisheard no more; the red handed reaper
has done his work, and now the benign influence of our time-honored
institution comes to the rescue, to relieve the distressed, succor the
needy, and bind up the wounds of the broken-hearted.” Such appears
to your committee to be the true mission of masonry.
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Memorial pages are inscribed with the names of Companion James C.
Churchill, P. G.H. P .; of Companion John C. Humphreys, P. G. H. P.,
and Companion Joseph Covell, all of whom died, during the preceding
masonic year, and were distinguished in the annals of Royal Argh Ma-
sonry in Maine.

Companion Josiah H. Drummond made the report on Foreign Corres-
pondence. Ho reviews the proceedings of 23Grand Chapters. He quotes
approvingly from the annual address of our M. Ex-Grand High Priest in
1865. He does not seem to fancy much our report on Foreign Correspond
ence of that year, but we assure Brother Drummond that we have no ob-
jections tourge againstwhat he says aboutus. Perhapsif the two sec-
tions ofthe United States could exchange places with each other for a
short period, each might be induced to modify, to some extent, its opinion
ofthe other; and be brought, perhaps, to a more correct appreciation of
the “situation.” Asfor ourself, we endeavored to perform ourduty to our
countryas a citizen, and to masonry asamember ofthe order. We doubt
not that our northern and western companions are, in the main, gov-
erned by the same high motives, But we are aware of our weakness.
We are exceedingly impulsive, quick of temper, but, not naturally dis-
posed to be severe upon the faults of others. We do not think thereis
any malice in us, and we believe that we are sufficiently apt to forget
and forgive those who have offended against us. We have nothing
against Companion Drummond, or his Grand Chapter, and we heartily
extend to both the right hand of genuine fraternity, and bid them God
speed.

The Grand Chapter of Maine has 19 subordinates. M. E. Josiah H.
Drummond was elected Grand High Priest, and Companion Ira
Berry was re-elected Grand Secretary.

CONNECTICUT.

The annual convocation of the Grand Chapter of Connecticut was held
in New Haven, on the 8th day of May last; present, Companion Luke
A. Lockwood, Grand High Priest, and the representatives of 23 subor-
dinate chapters.

The address of the Grand High Priestis a model. One does not often
meet with such an one from presiding officers. He is not only an intel-
ligent Mason, but a gentleman, and a man of great common sense. But
for the already great length of this report, your committee would take
great pleasure in laying parts of it before the members of this Grand
Chapter.

After referring to the official business which he transacted during the
preceding year, he remarks upon the General Grand Chapter, at whose
last convocation he was present. As an advisory body, he is in favor
of it, and also of its exercise of power in the formation and discipline
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of chapters in States and Territories where there are no State Grand
Chapters ; but he has no idea that the exercise of discipline over State
Grand Chapters will ever he tolerated by them. *“They are now,” he
says, “full-grown sons of light, and will no longer submit to even pa-
rental correction, except in the way of advice, admonition, and reproof.”
If Companion Lockwood had stopped after uttering the word advice,
your committee would have agreed with him exactly, but further than
that they cannot go. With his remarks upon capitular masonry your
committee agree, and it is these remarks that we would like to lay be-
fore this Grand Chapter.

The special committee to which the address was referred, reported
resolutions in favor of the General Grand Chapter, simply as an advis-
ory body; against any addition to the powers already possessed by that
body, and against the proposition now pending in the Grand Encamp-
ment of the United States, which has for its object the conferring upon
the General Grand Chapter, the power of discipline over the State
Grand Chapters ; and those resolutions were adopted.

The report on Foreign Correspondence is from the pen of Companion
William Storer. He reviews the proceedings of nine Grand Chapters,
including those of Alabama. For fifteen years Companion Storer has
been the chairman of the committee.

Companion Storer quotes, approvingly, from the last annual address
of our M. E. Grand High Priest.

From the statistics appended, which are rather meagre, we gather
that Connecticut has twenty-five subordinates under its jurisdiction.

Companion Luke A. Lockwood, was re-elected Grand High Priest,
and Companion John W. Paul was elected Grand Secretary.

KENTUCKY.

The Grand Chapter of Kentucky convened at Louisville, on the 15th
of October last, the M. E. G. H. P., Harry Hudson, presiding, and the
representatives of sixty subordinate chapters present.

The address of the Grand High Priest is an excellent business docu-
ment. He isgratified that Royal Arch Masonry had received an impetus
during the last masonic year, greater than at any previous period. But
at the same time he regrets that the work is much neglected, so much
so that in some of the chapters the officers cannot confer the degrees,
and have to send abroad for assistance. He also speaks feelingly of the
brotherhood in the sister States that have suffered by the war.

The report on Foreign Correspondence is from the pen of Companion
L. A. Graham. He reviews the proceedings of nineteen Grand Chap-
ters, and among them those of Alabama. He speaks approvingly of the
address of the M. E. G. H. P., and quotes a paragraph which he com-
mends to the attention of the craft in his own State.

The proceedings show returns from eighty-seven subordinate chapters,
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mwith a membership of two thousand six hundred and forty-five. During
the preceding year six hundred and twenty had been exalted.

Companion Joseph H. Branham was elected G. H. P., and Companion
Philip Swigert re-elected Grand Secretary.

WISCONSIN.

The Grand Chapter of Wisconsin held its last Annual Convocation at
Milwaukie, commencing on the 7th of February last; the M. E. Melvin
L. Youngs presiding.

The annual address of the Grand High Priest is short, but in good
taste, and breathing the true spirit of masonic friendship.

The general proceedings of the Grand Chapter present no points of
special interest to companions outside of that jurisdiction.

The report on Foreign Correspondence is from the pen of Companion
H. L. Palmer. It is written in excellent spirit, and although we do not
coincide with all the positions taken by the excellent companion, yet,
when we differ from him, it is upon points the discussion of which, at
this time, could be productive of no benefit to the craft.

The Grand Chapter of Wisconsin has about thirty subordinates under
its jurisdiction.

Companion David H. Wright was elected Grand High Priest, and
William T. Palmer was re-elected Grand Secretary.

IOWA.

This Grand Chapter held its twelfth annual convocation at Daven-
port, on the first of June last, Companion John H. Brown, Grand High
Priest, presiding. His address is conceived in a brotherly spirit, and is
calculated to have a good effect upon the fraternity. He says that
Royal Arch Masonry in that State is in a healthy condition.

The report on Foreign Correspondence is a characteristic one from the
pen of Companion Edward A. Guilbert. We are glad to learn that the
companion has been very much “delectated” in the perusal of the pro-
ceedings of twenty-three Grand Chapters, including those of Alabama.
He is a nervous, forcible, and strong writer; and being an M. D., has
not failed to diagnose the pathological condition of those Grand Chap-
ters to whose pulse he has applied his medical digits : and also several
companions whose masonic health is not as good as he thinks it ought
to be: and also the General Grand Chapter, which, in his opinion, is in
a moribund condition.

In hisreview of the proceedings of Alabama, Companion Guilbert pre-
sents many inducements to us to undertake the shivering of a knightly
lance with him ; and in almost any other than a masonic arena, we
should not hesitate to take up the gauntlet which he has thrown at our
feet; but rather than do so here, we prefer to risk the imputation of be-
ing possessed of one of those “gelatinous spines” of which he makes
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mention. We do not hesitate to acknowledge that our hack-bone is not
still' enough for such a rencontre. We must, however, correct one of
Companion Guilbert’s misapprehensions; and vindicate the character of
an esteemed companion from the wrong which Companion Guilbert has,
inadvertently, we trust, and without reflection, we hope, done him.
And first of the latter.

Reviewing the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of North Carolina
for 1863, and referring to the triennial convocation of the General Grand
Chapter at Chicago, in 1859, Companion Gilbert has this sentence :

“Southern Companions, as usual, kindly consented to fill all the im-
portant offices ; and knowing full well what was to come next year, a
southern companion generously permitted himself to be selected, like
his ancient prototype, ‘to hold the hag"

Now, in regard to the former part of this sentence, we have only to
say, that whatever offices southern companions consented to fill, must
have been freely and voluntarily bestowed upon them by northern
companions, for there was a majority of the latter, and they could have
given the offices to any companions that they preferred. But the truth
is. that the offices were exactly divided between the North and South,
there being four companions from each section elected. Companion
Mackey was elected General Grand High Priest, and Companion Guilbert
is as well aware, as is the writer of this report, that during the recent
struggle all of Companion Mackey’s sympathies were with the North.

Besides; for the three years next preceding 1859, there was not a sin-
gle southern companion occupying any one of the eightprincipal offices
of the General Grand Chapter. Nor does it appear that, previous to
that date, that half a dozen southern companions had ever held office in
the General Grand Chapter from its foundation in 1798 But it is not
with this matter that we care particularly now to deal. Doubtless be-
fore this time Companion Guilbert has become aware of the wrong he
has done Southern Royal Arch Masons, and will take an early opportu-
nity of making reparation.

Butit is with the latter part of the sentence that we have especially
to do. Companion James Penn, at that time of Memphis, had previ-
ously been a citizen of Alabama; and had been Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of the State, and Grand High Priest of the Grand Chap-
ter; and certainly we are within the bounds of truth, and do no wrong
to any of the eminent brothers and companions who have since his time
filled those offices, when we say, that no one in any of the ordinary
walks of life, stood higher than he : a man without fear, and without
reproach. In 1859 Companion Penn was elected Treasurer of the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter, and Companion Guilbert doesnot hesitate to insinu-
ate, that in 1859, Companion Penn, knowing that secession (or rebellion,
as Companion Guilbert prefers to call it,) was coming next year, sought

4



52

ceremonies, by means of -which -we initiate, pass, raise, and exalt the
candidate ? To compare each other’s-work, with our recollection of the
work of the Grand Chapter or Lodge? To ascertain where we have
erred, ifwe have erred, and to find out the old paths 1 To devise means
for the reliefofthe unfortunate, and to advance ourselves in virtue, in
knowledge, in literature, and in science? Is all this nothing | But,
not until we take a real and sincere pleasure in these things; not until
masonry becomes less of a utilitarian institution ; not until we are less
greedy for candidates, and take delight in polishing the stones already
putinto the building—and truth compels us to say that some ofthem
are sufficiently rough and uncouth—not, we say, until we can be satis-
fied with this kind ofwork, will masonry ever again be what we think
it oncewas, and what we think it was intended to be. Of the true and
only proper way to build up a lodge or a chapter, and make it indeed a
sacred and refined retreat for kindred minds—to cultivate the graces and
ornaments which should pertain to civilzed and enlightened men—your
committee have a definite idea; and thatis, to refuse and reject all doubt-
ful material, and to polish and perfect the ashlars which we have
already received. When we dothe one, and heartily and earnestly
apply ourselves to the other, we shall have done our duty—the result
we must leave to God.

And now, your committee have finished their labors. They have en-
deavored not to be trifling on the one hand, which is bad, nor dull upon
the other, which is scarcely better. [If they have struck the happy me-
dium of communicating useful masonic knowledge in a properand true
masonic spirit, they will be abundantly gratified. But, in any event,
they cheerfully submit the workmanship oftheir hands to the kind and
fraternal consideration of the Grand Chapter.

DANIEL SAYKE, Chairman.
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Chapters that were represented.......c.ccoc... 48

Members reported at this convocation 2,850

Dues received at this convocation — .......ccceeevevviiinennne $1,335 00
WORK OF THE YEAR.

AGVANCEU ...ttt 302

Presided....ccccoovvviiinneinnnn. 305

Received and acknowledged.........ccoooveinniiniiencece e 294

Exalted

Affiliated

Dimitted

Rejected

D B ottt bbbttt

Suspended for non-payment of “DUes” ... 60

Reinstated.......ccooovennen. T e 1

Suspended for unmasonie CONAUCE  .ociiiiriiie e 2

EXPEITEA it 2

Chapters square upon the books 56
In arrears for one year yes 6
IN Arrears fOr tWO YEAIS ..ot 3
Charters forfeited............... 22
Chapters under disSpensation.....cccccoiieenieiinee e 3

Whole number 90
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