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PROCEEDINGS.

The M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the 
State of Alabama convened at its Thirty-ninth An­
nual Convocation, at the Masonic Hall, in the City 
of Montgomery, on Tuesday, the 5th day of Decem­
ber, A. D. 1865, A. L. 5865, R. A. M. 2395.

PRESEN T.

J a m e s  B . H a r r is o n . G rand High Priest.
P e l e g  B r o w n , D eputy G rand High Priest.
W. A. O ’H a r a , pro tem, G rand King.
W il l i a m  K err , G rand Scribe.
E. M. H a s t i n g s , G rand T reasurer.
D a n ie l  S a y r e , G rand Secretary.
D a v id  B . S m e d l e y , G rand Chaplain.
G eorge D. N o r r is , G. C. Host.
S. G. B u r k e , pro tem, G. P. S.
W . C. B a t c h e l o r , pro tem, G. R . A . C.
C. C. C u r t is , pro tem, G. M . 3 d  V .

T . B . N e s m i t h , pro tem, G. M . 2 d  V .
J. G. B y t h e w o o d , pro tem, G. M. 1 s t  V.

T h o m a s . M cD o u g a ll , G rand Sentinel.

PA ST GRAND OFFICERS.

W il l ia m  P. C h il t o n , G rand High Priest.
D a v id  C l o p t o n , G rand H igh P riest.
H u g h  P a r k s  W a t s o n , G rand H igh Priest.
J. M cC a l e b  W il e y , D. G rand H. Priest.
T h o m a s  F. F l o u r n o y , D. G rand H. Priest.
H. S. S h e l t o n , G rand King.
J a m e s  M. B r u n d i d g e , G rand King..
N. B. Cl o u d , G rand Scribe.
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CHAPTERS REPRESENTED.

No. Chapters. Names of Officers. Grade.

4 Monroe, X. A. Agee,* H. P.

5 Eunomia, George D. Norris, H. P.
E. B. Clapp, S.

11 Phoenix, W illiam  K err, H. P.
12 M arion, E. Y. Levert, H. P.
19 Mt. Moriah, T. C. Clark,* H. P.
20 Livingston, George Wilson, K.
21 Mobile, W illiam  C. B atchelor, H. P.

22 Montgomery, Eben K irk, H. P.
H. P. W atson, K.
Jam es Davidson, S.

23 Talladega, Joseph H. Johnson, H. P.
25 C ourtland, F. W. Sykes,* H. P.
26 Union, W. O. Hudson, H. P.

30 Jam es Penn, W illiam  H. Forney,* H. P.
G. C. Ellis.* K.

35 Jam es L. D aniel, A. B. S tarke, S.
36 Pickensville, 11. S. Shelton, H . P.
87 Concord, W. H. McNamee,* H. P.

40 Camden, R. H. Ervin,* H. P.
L. W. Jenkins,* K.

43 Tuskegee, D avid Clopton, H. P.

44 Choctaw, W. R. Horn,* H. P.
John T. Foster,* K,
Simeon W alton,* S.

48 McKinley, W. F. Pendns,* H. P.
52 Allenton, J. G. Bythewood, H. P.
56 Zerubbabel, A. F . M. G arrett,* H. P.
58 H artw ell, W. A. B rantley. K.
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No. Chapters. Names of Officers. Grade.

62 Rockford, T. S. McDonald,* . H. P.
J. A. Sears, K.

04 Central, L. W. Dalrymple,* H. P.

66 Alabama, Peleg Brown, H. P.
Richmond S. Fletcher, S.

67 Farrio rv ille , George W illiams,* PI. P.
68 Cherokee, S. K. McSpadden, H. P.
69 Lower Peach Tree, C. C. C urtis, H. P.
71 Landm ark, Jam es M. Bridges, H. P.

72 Midway, S. G. Burke, PI. P.
•T. W. L. Daniel, S.

73 Lawrenceville, W illiam  A. O’H ara , II. p .
75 Pine Level, S. J. Townsend, H. p.

76 Elyton, Sam Thompson, H. p.
G. T. Deason, K.

*Proxies.

The M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter was open­
ed in Ample Form.

Prayer by the R. E. and Rev. Grand Chaplain, 
Companion David B. Smedley.

On motion of Companion H. S. Shelton, the read­
ing of the minutes was dispensed with.

The M. E. Grand High Priest delivered his an­
nual address, and, on motion, it was referred to a 
special committee of three, consisting of Compan­
ions David Clopton, R. H. Ervin and W illiam C. 
Batchelor, and ordered to he spread upon the min­
utes, and printed with the proceedings.
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GRAND H IG H  PR IE ST ’S A N N U A L ADDRESS.

Companions of the Grand C hapter:
A nother year has passed, and we are again perm itted  to 

m eet w ith in  these consecrated w alls in  G rand Convocation; 
not how ever w ithout feelings of pleasure mingled w ith  sorrow ; 
w ith  pleasure, th a t a k ind Providence has preserved our lives 
am idst the m any dangers we have passed through , and now 
perm its us to  g rasp  each o ther’s hand w ith  a  cord iality  th a t 
im parts a th r il l  of joy know n and fe lt only in the h ea rt of a 
tin e  M ason ; w ith  sorrow, th a t many, very many, who for­
m erly m ingled w ith  us on these occasions, w ill m eet w ith  us 
no m ore—th e  hand we once grasped w ith  such joyous greeting  
now lies m ouldering in  the dust, the  eyes th a t  sparkled w ith  
anim ation, a re  now closed in death, th e ir  sp irits  have ascend­
ed to  God. W hile we bow subm issively to th e  w ill of H im  who 
doeth all th ings well, and w hile we sym pathize w ith  friends 
and relatives, let us indulge the hope th a t our loss of compan­
ions beloved has been th e ir  gain, th a t they have been adm itted  
in to  and now enjoy the glories of the Second Temple, th a t 
house not made w ith  hands e ternal in  th e  heavens, th e  m yste­
ries of w hich death, a s  th e  key alone can unlock. Previous to 
our la s t Convocation the Southern portion of ou r ju risd ic tion  
had not fe lt or experienced th e  horro rs of w ar in  all Its bear­
ings; since w hich we too have been m ade its  victim s. W her­
ever the arm y penetrated, the country was devastated, a troci­
ties of every k ind  w ere com m itted, m any were reduced to  w ant, 
and now th e  crum bling w alls, th e  isolated chim neys of once 
happy dw ellings, a re  bu t m onum ental evidences of how well 
the w ork of destruction  w as executed; again, a fte r th e  cessa­
tion  of hostilities, crops th a t  had been hu t ju s t p lanted w ere 
abandoned, some in part, o thers a ltogether; some w ere left 
only for a tim e th rough  w an t of labor, a  large portion of those 
th a t w ere worked w ere not properly cultivated, and  the  yield 
was therefore  very short. I speak not of these th ings politi­
cally bu t sim ply w ith  a view to im press your m inds w ith  the 
p resen t condition of our people, and th e  w an t and d is tress
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th a t m ust inevitably  follow. Many of our companions and 
b re th ren  have re tu rned  home a fte r  years of suffering in the 
arm y or in prisons. They rp tp rn  w ith  im paired  health  and 
broken constitution^, m any of them  m aimed and crippled for 
life, u tterly , incapable, of physical labor. They returned ' to find 
the little  property upon w hich they  depended, fo r a  support for 
th e ir  fam ilies and for them selves, all .gone—all destroyed; and 
such are  now dependent upon the ch arity  of friends. Again 
an equally d is tressing  p ictu re  is presented by th e  widows and 
o rphans of our gallan t soldiery ; they  have been m ade so by the 
chances of w ar and  a re  now le ft destitu te  and w ithout even a 
p ro tector by its  cruel and destructive hand. Among these 
doubtless will be found m any who a re  th e  widows and orphans 
of companions and brothers beloved. These a re  em phatically  
w idowhood and1 orphanage, who are  to find in every tru e  h ea rt­
ed Mason a friend  th a t  sticketh  closer th an  a brother. In  view 
of these facts and the situa tion  of our people, if ever th e re  was 
a tim e w hen Masons should practice  the beautifu l tene ts of 
our order as tau g h t in our Lodges and Chapters, th a t tim e is 
now. L et us begin the  w ork im m ediately. Let us take coun­
sel together and see if some m eans cannot be devised by w hich 
tim ely  assistance can be rendered and th u s  a large am ount of 
p rivation  and suffering be, if no t en tire ly  relieved, so am elio­
ra ted  as to avoid a w an t of the necessities’ of bare  subsistence. 
By a firm p e rs is ten t and un ited  effort on our p a rt we can go 
still fa r th e r and com fortably feed, clothe and educate m any of 
these w ards of M asonry, to whom we stand  in th e  re la tion  of 
guardians. U nder these circum stances, Companions, I deem 
th is th e  m ost im portan t convocation ever held by th is  G rand 
C hapter, and recommend th is  whole subject to your most 
thoughtful consideration.

Many of your subord inate  C hapters have been for some tim e 
p as t delinquent in representation  and  dues. The situa tion  of 
th e  country, the  scarcity  of money in m any p a rts  of the State, 
m ay prevent some from  availing  them selves o f . th e  benefit of 
a  resolution  adopted some tim e since, I therefore  recom mend 
th a t m ore tim e, if necessary, be granted , them . I have been
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able to  v is it b u t few C hapters during  th e  year. Such as I 
have visited appeared to be very  anxious to procure th e  tru e  
work of the G rand C hapter. T his w ork I m ust be perm itted  to 
say, they  can procure if they  w ill only have th e ir  C hapters 
duly represented in  th is  G rand Body, and give th e  very able 
com m ittee who have labored w ith  g rea t zeal and industry  from  
year to year, m ore tim e to exem plify th e  work, then  they  
would re tu rn  to  th e ir  C hapters much b e tte r qualified to  confer 
th e  degrees upon in te lligen t candidates th an  they  now are. 
There is an  im pression am ong many, who profess to be Royal 
Arch Masons, th a t  M aster Masons are  entitled  to and have a 
r ig h t to  R oyal Arch degrees. I confess th a t I am  not so im ­
pressed. They have no o ther r igh t th an  th a t  conceded by the 
C hapter. The standard  of Royal Arch M asonry is, I fear, 
no t w hat it  should be in some portions of our ju risd iction . 
Excuse me for speaking plain ly ; when I h ear a m an, who is 
recognized as a Royal A rch Mason, pronouncing th e  sacred 
nam e of D eity in the  most blasphem ous m anner, when I hear 
h im  giving u tte rance  to h o rr id  and profane oaths, when 1 
see him  reeling  and staggering  under the influence of intox­
icating  drinks, I am  necessarily  forced to the conclusion th a t 
th e  standard  of M asonry in the C hapter to w hich he belongs, 
is very low. And n.ow in all candor le t me say to you, p re ­
sid ing  officers of Chapters, do your duty; le t your im agina­
tion go back to your C hapter, tak e  a survey of your m em ber­
ship, and if you know of any th a t  a re  gu ilty  of any of the 
offenses enum erated  or any o ther unm asonic conduct in  these 
dem oralizing tim es, do your duty. W hen you re tu rn  home in­
stitu te  the proper proceedings, no m atter how influential he 
m ay be, no m a tte r how h igh h is social position, no m a tte r how 
'bright he m ay be considered, cu t him off. purge your Chapter, 
remove th e  incubus, thereby doing and fulfilling your whole 
du ty  to th e  whole body of M asonry; for I assure  you th a t such 
w ill only m ar and soil the work, and cannot ass ist in  the 
noble and glorious undertak ing  of p reparing  th e ir fellow m an 
for a  reception into the  Holy of Holies. I t  is fa r  b e tte r  th a t
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your m em bership should be sm all and of the proper m aterial, 
th an  to  have your tem ple crowded w ith  rubbish.

I have received th e  proceedings of a special convocation of 
the  m ost E xcellent Holy R. A. C hapter of th e  S ta te  of Rhode 
Island, held in  Providence, on the 15th A ugust A. I. 2395. The 
M. E. Thos. A. Doyle, G. H. P. inform s th e  G rand C hapter th a t 
he  has received a c ircu lar con tain ing  the inform ation  th a t 
th e  em inent and distinguished A lbert G. Mackey, the la te  G, G.
H. P. of the late G. G. C hapter of the U nited States, has called 
a  m eeting of the la te  officers and m em bers of th a t body, etc.— 
T hat, as th is  G rand C hapter had  not for some years recog­
nized th e  existence of such an organization, he felt it  h is duty 
to  convene th is  body for the purpose of tak ing  such action in 
re la tion  to  the subject as m ight be deemed m ost proper. The 
Most E xcellent reviews a t some length  the h is to ry  of the late 
G. G. C hapter of the U. S., and rem arks are  also m ade by past 
G rand H. P riests  and o ther prom inent mem bers, w hen they 
unanim ously passed resolutions setting  fo rth  th e ir views. 
To-wit:

“Resolved , T h a t th is  G rand C hapter has learned  w ith  regret, 
of the in tention to organize a  G eneral G rand C hapter of the 
U nited States, and in declining to  partic ipa te  in such form a­
tion, m ust also most em phatically  p ro test against it.

“Resolved, T h a t w hile th is  G rand C hapter adm its th a t  the 
G eneral G rand C hapter once existing conferred a benefit upon 
th e  w eak and struggling bodies then  bu t ju s t en tering  upon 
th e ir  work, yet the present health fu l existence, correct Masonic 
tone, and the general harm ony fround among all the  G rand 
Chapters, is such th a t its  continued existence cannot, in our 
judgm ent, subserve th e  best good of our fra te rn ity .

“Resolved, T hat, in the judgm ent of th is G rand C hapter, the 
la te  G eneral G rand C hapter of th e  U nited S tates dates its  de­
cline and  complete dissolution from  its m eeting in Chicago in 
1859, and th a t ne ither the prosperity  or u tility  of Royal Arch 
M asonry requ ire  th a t it  should be resuscitated.

“Resolved, T h a t as th is  G rand Body, since the dissolution 
of the la te  G eneral G rand C hapter, has, ne ither by itself or its 
subordinates, in its work, o r in any m anner w hatsoever, rec­
ognized the existence of a G eneral Body, and has found no diffi­
culty  arising  therefrom , and as there  appears to be no m ore ne-

34 GC
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cessity fo r a  G eneral G rand C hapter th an  fo r a G eneral G rand 
Lodge, therefore  th is  G rand C hapter m ust and does m ost re ­
spectfully bu t earnestly  p ro test alike against th e  form ation of 
a new, as against th e  resuscitation  of the old and disbanded 
organization once known as the  G eneral G rand C hapter of th e  
U nited S tates.”

I t  is w ith in  the recollection of m any present th a t the sub­
ject of dissolving the connection of th is G rand Body w ith  th a t  
of th e  G. G. C hapter had been discussed1 for some years, and 
not u n til a fte r the m eeting in  Chicago was any conclusion 
a rrived  at, when a t the convocation of th is  G rand Body in  
1860 it  was resolved w ith  g rea t unan im ity  to dissolve our con­
nection w ith  the G. G. C hapter of th e  U. S. I w ill m ake no 
suggestions as to  th e  reasons w hich prom pted th e  course, 
bu t subm it the  subject fo r your consideration, w ith  the  re­
m ark , th a t as Masons, we should contribu te  every th in g  in 
our power to allay and sooth every unp leasan t feeling w hich 
m ay be ever though t to exist Masonically, betw een the  N orth  
and th e  South. A lthough we m ay have suffered as Masons, 
le t th ere  be no circum stances or recrim inations—le t us pour 
oil upon th e  troubled w aters—le t us ob literate  the  past and 
act only as becomes Masons—M asonry know s no N orth , no 
South, no E ast, no W est. “ In  every clim e are m asons to  be 
found.”

D ispensations have been g ran ted  to  certa in  companions, as 
follows: Loachapoka on the 24th June, Jefferson on th e  12th
Septem ber, and C raw ford on the 23rd Oct., 1865, to open 
C hapters and confer degrees, the com panions of these several 
C hapters w ill report to th is  G rand C hapter and apply fo r 
charters.

I would also call your a tten tion  to  th e  fac t th a t  several 
C hapters m arked  ex tinc t on your roll have resum ed labor 
under the im pression th a t they  w ere th u s authorized by a 
resolution previously referred  to. They a re  Camden No. 40, 
Union No. 26 and McKinley No. 48: there  m ay be others,
though they have not come to my knowledge. I  recommend 
th a t  all such be adm itted  upon the paym ent of all back dues:
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th ere  m ay however be cases in  w hich upon proper represen­
ta tion  i t  m ay become necessary to rem it some if no t all dues, 
but I will no t anticipate, merely suggesting th a t th is G rand  
Body show all the leniency and  charity  in th e ir power.

By section 9 of our by-laws subordinate C hapters a re  re­
quired to  hold an election of officers a t  th e ir  regu la r convo­
cation im m ediately preceding the ann iversary  of St. John  
the B aptist. I t  is the duty  of every subordinate to comply w ith  
th is  law on the day m entioned, if the C hapter has a sufficient 
num ber p resen t to open, and if no t then  they should apply 
for a dispensation to do w hat they have failed to do a t  th e  
rig h t time.

The foregoing reflections I respectfu lly  subm it for your 
consideration tru s tin g  th a t our H eavenly F a th e r w ill counsel 
and d irec t you in  all your deliberations and crown your la ­
bors w ith  success.

J . B . H a r r is o n .

The Grand Secretary made his annual report, 
and the report was received and referred to the 
Committee on Finance:

GRAND SECRETARY’S ANNUAL REPORT.

Grand1 C hapter of Alabama,
Office of the G rand Secretary, M ontgomery, Dec. 5, 1865.

Companions:—  The enclosed accounts, herew ith  subm itted  
to you, w ill show, th a t all the moneys th a t have come into 
my hands since the las t convocation of the G rand Chapter, 
have been paid over to the G rand T reasu rer, minus th e  am ount 
necessary for defray ing  the expenses of the G rand C hapter 
during the la s t m asonic year, together w ith  the sum then  re­
ported in  my hands, th e  am ount received fo r dues, and th e  
am ount received for dispensations.

I reg re t th a t I was unable to get the proceedings prin ted  
un til la te  in the sum m er. The delay w as caused, first, by th e
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im possibility of ge tting  paper by the p rin tin g  offices, and 
afterw ards by a  Federal ra id in g  force w hich passed th rough  
here, and destroyed th e  offices. Nor a t  last, w here they  p rin t­
ed in good style, bu t I have done the best I could, under the 
circum stances.

I t  m ay not be im proper for me to say, th a t cap itu la r m a­
sonry seems to  be reviving w ith in  our jurisd iction , and th a t 
the zeal of the com panions is u rg ing  them  to labor m ore de­
votedly beneath th e  Royal Arch. W e are  now d irecting  our 
cause from  a new point, and w ith in  a  few years, we m ay hope 
to  come up to  our form er s tan d a rd , of prosperity .

Clrmd Chapter of Alabama in account w ith  DANIEL SAYRE, 
Grand Secretary.

Dee. 0. By balance in the hands of th e  G rand Sec. $ 175 42
Dee. 6. By dues received a t  th is Gr. Convocation  1,157 28

F ra te rna lly ,
Daniel Sayre, G rand Secretary.

A.

INCH.

D ISPEN SA TIO N S.

1864.
Dec. 6. By Smedley, No. 77
Dec. 6. By Danville, No. 78
Dec. 6. By Hillabee, No. 79_

.$ 90 00
90 00
90 00 270 00

Dec. 9. To paid  G rand T reasu re r________$ 175 42
Dec. 9. To paid  G rand T reasu re r___, 1,157 28
Dec. 9. To paid- G rand T reasu re r  270 00 $1,602 70
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B.

Grand Chapter of Alabama in account w ith  DANIEL 8A Y R E r 
Grand Secretary.

Cr .
1865.

Feb. 4. By back dues from  Bladon Spgs., No. 59—$ 10 00 
jo eb. 4. By back dues from  Tuskegee, No. 43______ 50 00

$60 00
D r .

1865.
A pril 7. To paid  r e n t _____________________________ $ 46 87
Dec. 1. To paid  G rand T reasu re r  ______________  13 13

$60 00

c .

Grand Chapter of Alabama in account w ith  DANIEL 8A Y R E r 
Grand Secretary.

C r .
1865.

June 24. By dispensation to  Loachapoka, No. 80____$ 90 00
Oct. 23. By dispensation to Craw ford, No. 82______ 90 00

$180 00
D r .

1865.
Ju ly  25. To p rin ting  proceedings  $63 00
Oct. 20. To paid re n t   50 00
Nov. 30. To paid  G rand T reasu re r_________  67 00 $180 OO

Montgomery, December 5, 1865.
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The Grand Treasurer made his annual report, 
and the report was received and referred to the 
■Committee on Finance:

GRAND TREA SU R ER ’S ANNUAD REPO RT.

E. M. HASTINGS, Grand Treasurer, in account w ith  M. E. 
Grand, Chapter of Alabama.

Db.
1864.

Dec. 10. To cash from  Gr. Sec’y (of Contg. F u n d )_$ 175 42
Dec. 10. To cash from  same, fo r dues 1,157 28
Dec. 10. To cash from same, for D ispensations 270 00

1865.
Nov. 30. To c,ash from  same, Conf. T reas. notes 13 12
Nov. 30. To cash from  same, U. S. T reasu ry  notes___ 67 00

$1,682 82

Cr.
1864.

Dec. 9. By th is am ount, balance due me $ 44 13
Dec. 9. By paid Peleg Brown, appropriation

(voucher 1) 306 00
Dec. 9. By paid  Thos. McDougall, Sentinel for 1864,

(voucher 2) 15 oo
Dec. 10. By paid  Gr. Secretary’s salary , (voucher 3) 400 00
Dec. 10. By paid  Thos. McDougall, Sentinel fo r 1863,

(voucher 4) 10 oo
Dec. 10. By paid  same, (loan,) (voucher 5) 50 00

1865.
Dec. 4. By cash on hand in Conf. T reasu ry  no tes_ 790 69
Dec. 4. By cash on hand in U. S. T reasu ry  notes_ 67 00

$1,682 82
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I);:.
1805.

Dec. 4. To cash balance in Confed. T reas. notes____$ 790 69
Dec. 4. To cash balance in U. S. Treas. notes______ 67 00

W hich is respectfully  subm itted,
E . M. H a s t i n g s , G rand T reasurer. 

Montgomery, Dec. 4, 1865.

Companion Daniel Sayre, from the Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence, made a report, and the re­
port was received, and ordered to be spread upon 
the minutes and printed with the proceedings.

R EPO R T ON FO REIG N  CORRESPONDENCE.

Y our Com m ittee on Foreign Correspondence, in th e  per­
form ance of the  duties assigned them , have exam ined th e  pro­
ceedings of the  G rand C hapters of W isconsin, Kentucky, 
M aine, F lorida, Indiana, Iowa and New Jersey, all for the 
presen t year, and w hich are all th a t have come to th e  hands 
of your committee—doubtless on account of the lack of proper 
m ail facilities. Y our com m ittee, hope, however, th a t  by the 
nex t convocation of th is  Grand C hapter, the m ails w ill be 
so fa r  re-established th roughou t th e  country, as to enable us 
to  com m unicate w ith  all th e  G rand C hapters in the Union.

Your com m ittee reg re t to perceive, th a t there is still a  spice 
of b itte rness p revailing  in  the  h ea rts  of some of our no rth ern  
companions, and tin c tu rin g  th e ir  actions and expressions. 
T his fa c t is th e  m ore observable in  th e  proceedings of the 
G rand C hapter of Indiana. T hat G rand C hapter m et on the 
17th day of May last. A t th a t tim e, the Confederacy had v ir­
tu a lly  ceased to exist. P e tersburg  had been evacuated, R ich­
mond given up to th e  v ic to rs; and General Lee had su rren ­
dered. U nder these circum stances, i t  m ight have been thought 
th a t  a b e tte r feeling would have taken  hold of the h ea rts  of 
o u r no rth ern  com panions; th a t  kindness would have rooted 
o u t all disposition to h a te ; and1 th a t  the olive-branch would
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have been extended for our acceptance, and not th a t th e  w aters 
of M arah would have been offered to  our lips. B ut Instead of 
exhib iting  th is  friend ly  and m asonic sp irit tow ards us of the 
South, the G rand H igh P riest, Solomon P. Bayless, although 
w riting  from  a bed of sickness, w hich he w as not able to  
leave to a ttend  th e  convocation of the Grand C hapter, does 
no t hesita te  to  declare, in  speaking of the m urder of P residen t 
Lincoln, th a t “he fell by the hand  of an assassion, instigated  
6y  the same sp ir it th a t inaugura ted  and carried  on th e  rebel­
lion aga in s t th e  governm ent.” And the com m ittee, to w hich 
was confided th e  duty  of repo rting  suitable resolutions in re­
gard  to th e  sam e m atter, speaks of h is  hom icide “as one of the 
n a tu ra l and leg itim ate  resu lts  of th is  ill-conceived and u n n a t­
u ra l rebellion.” Now, we do no t propose to  inaugu ra te  any 
discussion upon th e  subject of the  la te  unhappy w a r ; we de­
sire—on th e  o ther hand—th a t i t  should be forgotten  as soon 
as possible; th a t  all traces of i t  should be w iped out; and 
th a t  a  sp irit of m asonic and friend ly  com ity should be cul­
tivated . B ut when th e  people of the South a re  pu t upon the 
sam e footing, a re  sa id  to  be im bued w ith  the sam e sp irit, and 
ac tua ted  by th e  same motives, w ith  assassins and  cut-throats, 
we are compelled to en te r our ind ignan t protest. We are  nei­
ther. We fought honorably, and fa irly , and we m ay be per­
m itted  to  say, bravely, for the achievem ent of certa in  resu lts . 
We have been disappointed in our calculations, and we subm it 
to  our fa te  w ith  th e  sp irit of men. The death  of P residen t 
Lincoln could ne ith e r help the cause of the  South, nor re ta rd  
the progress of th e  N orth, consequently upon h is decease, 
as a base, we had erected no superstructu re , least of all had 
we contem plated' it  as occurring  in  the  m anner in w hich it 
took place. He died not by th e  hand, or a t th e  instigation,, 
(so fa r as we know ,) of any citizen of the la te  Confederacy. 
F or his death  we a re  not responsiblle. Our sk irts  a re  clear. 
O ur hands are clean. There is no blood upon them , and there­
fore we need no t im plore, in the language of the g rea t poet„ 
“out dam ned spot.”
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W ISCONSIN.

The G rand C hapter of W isconsin convened in  th e  city of 
Milwaukee, on th e  1st day of February , the G rand H igh P riest, 
Melvin L. Youngs, presiding, w ith  a  com petent num ber of 
represen tatives of subordinate C hapters present.

The G rand H igh P riest, in  h is annual address, congratu lates 
h is companions th a t  they  a re  perm itted  to  m eet in  peace; th a t 
their  ranks are  unbroken; th a t  the fires upon their  a lta rs  are 
bu rn ing  w ith  m ore th an  th e ir  wonted b righ tness; w hile some 
of th e ir  sister jurisd ictions are  denied th a t privilege; some of 
them  a re  reap ing  the fru its  of a  cruel and bloody w ar; their  
lands are  laid  w aste; their  homes are m ade desolate; th e  a lta rs  
around w hich they w ere w ont to bow are  o v e rtu rn ed ; and 
th e ir C hapters a re  broken up. As eloquent and  tru th fu l as 
is th is  gloomy and  sombre-hued picture, Companion Youngs 
has taken  in  bu t a few of the rays w hich are reflected from  
our ravaged and plundered country. He has never witnessed  
o-ur tem ples destroyed, and the luried  flames from  th e ir  roofs 
ascending tow ards th e  heavens; he has never seen our a lta rs  
desecrated; or our fires quenched by the aw ful im plem ents of 
w ar; our jew els filched from  th e ir  sta tions; our fu rn itu re  con­
sum ed; our records m utila ted  and to rn  in m ere w antonness; 
and th a t g rea t ligh t in m asonry, the HOLY BIBLE, trodden 
under the feet of rude soldiery. These th ings will, a fte r  a 
while, break upon the m ind of Companion Youngs in a ll th e ir  
vast dim ensions and w retched enorm ity; and then  he m ay be 
b e tte r fitted to consider and decide, who and w hat sp irit is 
chargeable w ith  these things.

The report on Foreign Correspondence was made by Com­
panion H. L. Palm er. He reviews th e  proceedings of fou r­
teen G rand Chapters. He wields an in telligen t pen, and his 
report alludes to several points of in te rest w hich we shall no­
tice under o ther heads.

D uring  th e  convocation, a P a s t G rand H igh P rie s t’s jewel 
w as presented to P. G. H igh P rie s t Alvin B. Alden, w ith  appro­
p ria te  ceremonies.
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MAINE.

The G rand C hapter of Maine convened a t Portland , on the 
1st of May; p resent A. J. F u ller G rand H igh P riest.

Pages in  the proceedings are  inscribed to  the m em ory of 
C om panions C yril P earl and Jon a th an  Greenleaf. The form er 
w as in the sixty-first y ear of h is age, and had been chairm an 
of th e  Com m ittee on Foreign Correspondence for fourteen 
years. The la tte r  was an  old-time m ason of upw ards of fo rty  
years  standing, and  died a t th e  ripe old age of seventy-nine.

The rep o rt on Foreign Correspondence is from  the pen of 
Companion Josiah  H. D rum m ond. He has m uch to say con­
cern ing  the p ropriety  of g ran tin g  D ispensations fo r trave lling  
m ilita ry  C hapters, and about the propriety  of abolishing the 
office of Deputy G rand H igh P riest; both of w hich subjects are 
discussed in a .fa ir  and im partia l m anner, bu t they possess no 
special in te rest for th e  m em bers of th is  G rand C hapter. The 
one has passed aw ay w ith  th e  w ar, and the o ther has never 
been mooted in th is jurisdiction.

Companion D rum m ond has a good deal to say about the 
r ig h t of a  G rand C hapter to dissolve its  connection w ith  the 
G eneral G rand C hapter—in o ther words, to  secede. H e de­
n ies th e  righ t, bu t he does no t give the argum ent. T here ap­
pears to  be a d iversity  of opinion upon the question am ong 
th e  G rand C hapters of the U nited States. N early  all ( if  not 
quite a ll) , of the G rand C hapters in the S outhern  S tates w ith ­
drew  from  th e  body several years ago, and1 so also have Iowa 
and Verm ont, and perhaps others. Companion Yates, G rand 
H igh  P rie s t of th e  G rand C hapter of M aryland and the D istric t 
of Columbia, in  h is annual address to th e  G rand C hapter in 
1864, argued in  favor of th e  rig h t, b u t we have no t th e  pro­
ceedings of th a t year before us, and we do no t know w hat the 
argum ent was, o ther than  th a t th e  G eneral G rand C hapter 
hav ing  rad ically  changed its  constitu tion  a t  Chicago, in  1859, 
released th e  G rand C hapters from  all obligations to it. The 
m a tte r was referred  to a  com m ittee of w hich Companion B. B.
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F rench  is chairm an. H is report, w hich we shall probably get 
in  the proceedings of th a t  G rand C hapter, for th e  p resen t year, 
w ill doubtless be an able one, and give both sides of th e  ques­
tion.

How the G eneral G rand C hapter would go to w ork to m ain­
ta in  its  au tho rity  over the S tate G rand C hapters, should it  be 
disposed to  m ake the attem pt, we are  no t advised. I t  m ight, 
indeed, as Companion Drum m ond suggests, declare the seceded 
G rand C hapters clandestine and irregu la r, and forbid all in ­
tercourse w ith  th e  m em bers of C hapters in  o ther S tates; and 
it  m ight even establish  C hapters under its  ju risd ic tion  w ith in  
th e  seceded States. B ut, we apprehend, th a t both these m eth ­
ods would be “pointless weapons feebly th row n,” w h ils t the 
G rand C hapters of su rround ing  S tates are  also seceded, the 
fac t th a t  th a t  of any one S tate has been declared clandestine, 
would have bu t sligh t influence. And b u t few companions 
could be found who w ould be w illing  to isolate them selves 
from  those by whom they  a re  surrounded, and from  in te r­
course w ith  the subordinate C hapters of th e ir  own State, by 
accepting charte rs  from  the G eneral G rand C hapter. B ut we 
shall be able to  speak m ore advisedly of th is  m a tte r in the 
course of another year o r two, as it  w ill doubtless be more 
or less discussed, un til th e  nex t convocation of th e  General 
G rand C hapter, w hich w ill occur, in 1868, and therefore, for 
th e  present, we dism iss th e  subject.

Before we dism iss the proceedings of the G rand C hapter of 
Maine we m ust notice a fact th a t would be som ew hat rem arka­
ble in  alm ost any o ther jurisd iction , and i t  m ay be even there. 
A t th e  G rand convocation, the proceedings of w hich we have 
briefly reviewed, every C hapter in the ju risd ic tion  made the ir 
re tu rn s, and paid up all th e ir  dues. I t speaks well for those 
companions. Though th e ir  clim ate is cold and icy, th e ir  
hearts  m ust be w arm  and genial upon the subject of m asonry 
—as they understand  it. However, ninety-nine unaffiliated 
Royal Arch m asons a re  reported, thirty-seven of whom reside 
in Bangor.
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INDIANA.

The Grand C hapter of the S tate of Ind iana  convened a t In ­
dianapolis, on W ednesday, the  17th day of May, Eden H. 
Davis, the D eputy G rand H igh P riest, presiding. The G rand 
H igh  P riest, Solomon D. Bayless, being sick, and  confined to 
h is bed, was no t present. H e sent, however, an  address w hich 
w as read by the Grand Secretary. T he only po in t in i t  w hich 
we desire to  notice, has already been referred  to.

D uring th e  convocation a comm ittee reported  appropriate  
resolutions in regard  to  the decease of Companion • F rancis 
King, for fifteen years the G rand Secretary  of th a t Grand 
C hapter. He had been a  mason for th irty -n ine years. H e is 
spoken of as arden t, zealous, and fa ith fu l. A devoted friend, 
a k ind  fa ther, and a w orthy citizen. P rom pt in h is a ttendance 
during  the hours of labor, and p ruden t and discreet du ring  
those of refreshm ent.

R esolutions w ere also adopted in  regard  to the  decease of 
Companion Chauncey C arter, P. G. King. H e had been a  m a­
son for forty-nine years, and died w hen he had nearly  com­
pleted h is race of th ree  score years and ten.

Your com m ittee reg re t th a t there  is no rep o rt on Foreign 
Correspondence.

IOWA.

The G rand C hapter of the S tate of Iow a m et in  M arshall­
town, on the 3d of June, L. S. Swafford, Grand H igh P riest, 
presiding.

The G rand H igh P riest, du ring  the preceding m asonic year, 
had g ran ted  a  num ber of dispensations to receive th e  petitions 
of applicants, and ballot upon them  out of tim e. The com m it­
tee to w hich h is address w as referred , considered these dispen­
sations, and reported th a t th e  course he had  pursued was bad 
policy, and detrim ental to the  craft. W e th ink  so too, and so 
thought th e  G rand Chapter, fo r the report w as adopted. We 
suppose th a t these dispensations were for the benefit of volun­
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teers in the arm y, who were home on furlough, and desired 
to receive the degrees before they returned  fo th e ir commands, 
h u t could no t w ait for the usual course. I t  is n a tu ra l for us 
if  we have the proper feelings of men who love th e ir  country, 
to  desire to do every th ing  we can fo r those who have been in 
the service of th a t country ; bu t there  are  some th ings about 
m asonry th a t ought not (and cannot w ith  p roprie ty ) be 
bent and tw isted to  su it any m an’s convenience—th a t ought to 
be as inflexible as the ten  com m andm ents. Personal perfection 
cannot be dispensed w ith, e ither by the G rand H igh P riest or 
by the G rand C hapter itself. I t  is one of the fundam ental 
ingredients of m asonry “th a t a  candidate for adm ission should 
be perfect in all h is parts, th a t  is, neither redundan t nor 
deficient, n e ither deformed nor dismem bered, bu t of hale and 
e n tire  limbs, as a  m an ought to be.’’ I t  is true  th a t the ru le 
w hich requires a petition to lie over from  one sta ted  com­
m unication to ano ther before the ballot is taken, is not so in ­
flexible. The constitu tion  and laws under w hich a Grand 
C hapter acts, m ay provide for its  being set aside, in special 
cases, and for sufficient reasons by dispensation from  the 
G rand High P riest, but w here no such provision is made, the 
constitu tion  and laws m ust be complied w ith. B ut such dis­
pensation  should never be g ran ted  except for the m ost cogent 
reasons, otherwise, the very object of the rule is lost sigh t of, 
w hich is, “to m ake due inquiry  into the repu tation  and capac­
ity  of the candidate,” which, in th e  language of th e  Iowa 
com m ittee, “would be bad policy and detrim en ta l to th e  c ra ft.” 

Companion W right of M ount M oriah Chapter, No. 17, in de­
scrib ing  the condition of h is  C hapter, notices a te rrib le  to r­
nado th a t passed over Comanche in 1860, and caused aw ful 
havoc in  its  course. A saw-log, th irty-tw o feet in  length, and 
tw enty-three inches in diam eter, was carried  to  th e  distance 
of six ty  miles, and into ano ther S tate; every house in  the 
place was in jured  or broken up; two hundred  thousand dol­
lars w orth of p roperty  was destroyed; m any fam ilies were 
left w holly destitu te ; widows and orphans w ere deprived of 
th e ir  m eans of support; th e  rem ainder of the com m unity w ere



512 PROCEEDINGS OF TH E [Dee.

so im poverished th a t they could no t help the m ore unfo rtu ­
n a te ; and th irty-seven lives w ere lost. M ount M oriah Chap­
te r lost its  C harter, w hich was blown aw ay for fo rty  m iles, 
and was no t found un til th ree  years afterw ards, “one h u n ­
dred and eighty m iles the o ther side of the g rea t river.” the 
m an who picked it up th ink ing  it represented  some hank 
stock, or o ther valuable property, and kep t it. I t  also lo s t its  
records, jewels, and fu rn itu re . Its  “a lta rs  w ere tru ly  broken 
down, and its  candlestick rem oved out of its  place.” Such is  
exactly  our condition, and the condition of some of our Chap­
te rs ; caused, not by a tornado passing over Comanche, bu t by 
th e  Comanches passing over us. H eavy and  valuable p roperty  
has been rem oved thousands of miles, and carried  into a doz­
en States, and no t found yet. W hole towns and cities have- 
been b u rn t to  the ground; and thousands of m illions of dol­
la rs  w orth  of property  been destroyed. W hole com m unities 
have been le ft en tire ly  destitu te ; thousands of widows and or­
phans deprived of th e ir m eans of support; and hundreds of 
thousands of lives lost. C harters have been carried  off and 
no t recovered a t all. We have lost our records, our jew els, 
and our fu rn itu re . Our a lta rs  have been desecrated, our can­
dlesticks removed, the “book of th e  law ” to rn  to shreds and 
ta t te r s  of p rofane and  sacriligious h a n d s ; and  our lights p u t  
o u t; and all th is  by the Comanches, th a t  te rrib le  tr ib e  w ho 
regard  n e ith e r age, sex, condition, nor color. We th in k  Com­
panion W righ t is precisely in the rig h t condition to sym pa­
thize w ith  m any of h is Southern com panions; and the Grand 
C hapter of Iow a decidedly w rong if i t  had not rem itted  th e  
“dues” of M ount M oriah C hapter “to date” ; and requested 
its  eloquent rep resen tative to fu rn ish  a  m inute  of th e  losing 
and  finding th e  charter, th a t  th e  n a rra tiv e  m ight be entered 
on th e  record. Your com m ittee t r u s t  th a t our subordinate 
C hapters m ay fu rn ish  sim ilar n a rra tiv es  of th e ir losses d u rin g  
the la te  horrib le  w ar, and th a t th e  sam e m ay be en tered  on 
th e  records of th e  G rand Chapter.

The report on Foreign Correspondence is by Comp. W. B , 
Langridge. He review s the proceedings of sixteen G rand Chap­
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ters. The rep o rt Is an  excellent resume of th e  proceedings 
of the G rand C hapters w hich he reviews, w ritten  in a kindly 
sp irit, and  an in te lligen t appreciation  of the duties of h is  g rea t 
office. There is much in  i t  w hich we would take pleasure m  
laying before the m em bers of th is  Grand C hapter, bu t the 
length  to  w hich our report has a lready run, adm onishes us 
to  be brief.

NEW  JERSEY .

The Grand C hapter of New Jersey m et a t T renton, the 
13 th of Septem ber, the M. E. G rand H igh P riest, C harles M. 
Zeh, presiding. H is address a t  the opening of the G rand 
C hapter is a  most excellent decum ent, and we should like to 
quote from  i t  extensively, bu t should we commence doing that, 
the  difficulty would be to know w here to stop.

The Grand C hapter got th rough  its  business in  one day, 
th ere  appearing  to  be hu t very little  to  do. Jew els w ere voted 
to the Grand H igh P riest and Companion W illiam  H. Jefferys, 
chairm an of the Com m ittee on Foreign Correspondence. H is 
repo rt is w ritten  from  A urora, Illinois, to w hich place he has 
removed. H e reviews th e  proceedings of th irteen  Grand Chap­
ters.

KENTUCKY.

The G rand C hapter of K entucky convened a t  th e  Masonic 
Tem ple in th e  city  of Louisville, on Monday, the 16th day of 
October last, the  M. E. G rand H igh P riest, W illiam  E. Robin­
son, presiding. The represen tatives of fifty C hapters were 
present.

The address of the G rand H igh P rie s t is characterized by 
intelligence, zeal, and b ro therly  affection. He says th a t as “ the 
te rrib le  struggle th rough  w hich our country  has been passing 
has been b rought to a  close, new responsibilities devolve upon 
us, no t only as citizens, bu t m ore especially as Royal Arch 
M asons.” He hopes th a t th e  G rand C hapter of K entucky will
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take steps to aid in  the g rea t w ork of reconciliation. Com­
panion Robinson appears to have the rin g  of the true  m etal 
about him , and th e  G rand C hapter of A labam a w ill doubtless 
earnestly  ass is t h im  in the good w ork of th e  fra te rn iza tion  
of all w orthy  companions.

C apitu lar M asonry seems to be prospering in  the “dark  and 
bloody ground,” bu t the G rand H igh P rie s t cautions th e  com­
panions to guard  well the “outer courts,” and “not perm it th e ir  
fervency and zeal to ou trun  th e ir  prudence,” and rem inds 
them  “to be careful to  select th e  best m ateria l, no t collect 
th e  g rea test am ount” ; th a t  “em ulation  should poin t to the 
enterprize  of w ork well (lore, ra th e r th an  to  a great deal of 
work."

The report on Foreign Correspondence is from  the pen of 
Companion H. P. Jeffries, who we take  to be a m iller, from  
h is frequent allusions to  the technical te rm s belonging to  th a t 
c raft. A t any rate, he is a  ready w r i te r ; h is  hopper is fu ll of 
g rist, and  the food he grinds ou t is fit for the w orkm en of the- 
Temple. He reviews the proceedings of sixteen G rand Chap­
te rs  w ith fairness and  intelligence, and his rem arks upon them  
seem to be characterized w ith  justice and  discrim ination.

Companion Jeffries quotes in fu ll ce rta in  resolutions passed 
a t  a special convocation of the G rand C hapter of Rhode Island, 
which we had  not before seen, as those proceedings have not 
reached us. These resolutions tak e  decided ground against 
th e  G eneral G rand C hapter, and em phatically pro test against 
reviving the  old G eneral G rand C hapter, or th e  form ation of 
a  new o n e ; they declare th a t its  existence cannot subserve 
th e  best in terest of th e  F ra te rn ity ; th a t ne ither the prosperity  
n o r u tility  of Royal Arch M asonry requires th a t  it should be 
re su sc ita ted ; and  th a t there  is no more necessity fo r a  Gen­
era l G rand C hapter th an  there  is for a  General G rand Lodge; 
a n d  th a t th e  G rand C hapter of Rhode Is land  has not, since 
th e  dissolution of the G eneral G rand C hapter, (w hich they 
date  from  its  convocation in 1859, a t  Chicago), recognized 
its  existence, e ither by itself or its subordinates.
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FLORIDA.

The G rand C hapter of F lorida m et in the city of T alla­
hassee, on Monday the 9 th  of January , George F. Baltzell, M. 
E. G rand H igh P riest, presid ing ; and  the representatives of 
e igh t subordinate C hapters present.

A le tte r w as received from  T am pa C hapter, and  read  to the 
G rand  Chapter, in w hich it  w as sta ted  th a t th e  Federal troops 
had  m ade a  ra id  on th a t place, and plundered th e ir Chapter- 
room. The fu rn itu re , books, jewels, and charter, w ere all ca r­
ried away, and  none of them  had been returned.

The com m ittee on Foreign Correspondence w as directed to 
inquire  and report to the G rand C hapter, a t  its nex t annual 
convocation, the m asonic law  respecting the adm ission of 
m aim ed persons to receive th e  C hapter degrees.

An appropriate  tr ib u te  w as paid to the memory of Compan­
ion John  B. Taylor, deceased, who had been G rand Secretary 
from  the organization of the G rand C hapter in 1847, up to 
th e  tim e of h is death.

There w as no report from  th e  comm ittee on Foreign Corre­
spondence, but your comm ittee a re  gratified in observing th a t 
Companion Thom as Brown w as appointed chairm an of th a t 
committee. Companion Brown is undoubtedly one of the ablest 
and  most intelligent masonic w riters in th e  country, and your 
com m ittee look fo rw ard  to his report a t  the n ex t convocation 
o f the G rand C hapter of F lo rida  w ith  g rea t pleasure, es­
pecially upon the subject of conferring th e  degrees on maimed 
persons.

Companion D avid Jones w as elected G rand H igh P riest, and 
Companion Hugh A. Corley G rand Secretary.

In  the proceedings w hich we have reviewed, we find some 
decisions w hich we bring together a t  the close of our report.

1. The G rand High P riest of the G rand C hapter of New 
Jersey , has decided, th a t the Council of a C hapter ( th a t is, 
th e  first th ree  officers) cannot resign the ir offices, or d im it 
from  the C h a p te r ; nor can the subordinate officers, except in 
cases of perm anent rem oval from  the jurisdiction.

35 GC
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T his decision w as sustained, w e believe, by the G rand C hap­
ter. A different ruling, we understand, p revails in  C alifornia 
and Indiana. In  th e  G rand C hapter of the form er S tate, Com­
panion Owens, chairm an of com m ittee on Foreign Correspond­
ence, rem arks: “In  C alifornia, we hold a d ifferent opinion,,
believing w ith  our b re th ren  of th e  G rand C hapter of Ind iana, 
th an  an  officer has a s  good a r igh t to w ithdraw  or resign as  to 
be deposed.” T h a t m ay be, bu t has he any righ t to do e ith e r 
a t his own w ill and pleasure?

2. T he G rand High P riest of th e  G rand C hapter of M ary­
land  and D istric t of Columbia has decided—th a t one who h ad  
lost an arm  cannot receive the C hapter degrees, and  th a t  an 
artificial arm  cannot supply the deficiency and render him  com­
petent. In  the p a rticu la r case in w hich he gave th is  decision, 
it  w as suggested th a t he might receive the degrees by proxy t 
b u t th is  suggestion w as too m onstrous to be en terta ined  fo r a 
moment.

3. In  M aine and Iowa, it  is held, th a t  w here Royal Arch 
M asons petition  fo r th e  form ation of a  new C hapter w ithout 
d im itting  from  th e  C hapters of w hich they a re  members, they  
become d im itted  by the fac t of the form ation of a  new C hap­
ter.

4. I t  has been decided, (though we cannot ascerta in  by 
w hat au thority ,) th a t  w here a member of one Chapter, sup­
posing a d im it had  been g ran ted  him, applied for mem bership 
in ano ther C hapter, and w as accepted, and w as then  elected 
and  installed as H igh P riest, and it  tu rn ed  out th a t  no d im it 
had been granted, bu t th a t it had been refused, the p a rty  w as 
not a member of th e  second C hapter, nor eligible as H igh 
P riest, and th a t the office w as vacant.

The decision has been doubted, bu t we th ink  it susta inab le  
upon principle. A p a rty  to  be eligible to  the  office of H igh 
P rie s t of a  C hapter, m ust be a member of th a t  C h a p te r ; bu t 
one cannot be a member of tw o C hapters a t  th e  sam e time. 
Once a  member, alw ays a  member, unless th e  p a rty  ceases to 
be a member by dim it, by expulsion, by the breaking up of 
the C hapter, or by joining in the form ation of a  new C hapter, 
as in the case to which we have ju s t referred.
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5. A companion who is present a t  a  balloting, has no righ t 
to dem and a new ballot, except fo r reasons sa tisfactory  to 
the G rand Council.

6. I t  has been decided by the G rand C hapter of New 
York, th a t  it is not com petent for a C hapter w ith a  less num ­
ber th an  nine present, to ballot for a candidate. W ith less: 
than  nine present, it  is not a C hapter, and  Can do nothing as a 
Chapter.

7. In  M aine it is held, th a t th e  G rand High P rie s t has no 
au tho rity  to g ran t a dispensation to fill a vacancy in the office 
of High P rie s t of a C hapter, w hile there  is a K ing or Scribe 
in office who m ay succeed, nor can he g ran t a dispensation to 
fill a vacancy in the office of K ing w hile the Scribe re m a in s ; 
bu t he m ay authorize an election to  fill a vacancy in th e  office 
of Scribe, because there  is no officer subordinate to  the Scribe 
who succeeds to th a t  office,

Your comm ittee have thus endeavored to perform  the duty  
assigned to them, in reviewing th e  proceedings of the G rand 
C hapters w hich have come to th e ir hands. They a re  aw are 
th a t  they have but im perfectly accomplished it, bu t if th e  G rand 
C hapter shall be satisfied th a t th e ir w ork is reasonably square 
and good work, they will be m ore th an  com pensated for the 
labor which it  has cost them.

In  the proceedings w hich have been reviewed, a  g rea t deal 
is said  about th e  principles of th e  Order, th e ir general ten­
dency, the good, and tender, and kind and brotherly , and fo r­
bearing, and pa tien t sp irit w hich they a re  calculated  to produce 
among th e  vo taries of M asonry. How fa r  they have had th is 
effect among our companions, outside of the la te  Confederacy, 
we a re  not now in a situation  to judge. We have not seen th e ir 
proceedings fo r the last four years, and therefore  we do not 

-know w hat they  have said  about us, or w h a t they 
have done in regard  to us, or in w hat light they 
consider th e  masons in  the seceded states. We know th a t 
m any individual instances have occurred on th e  field of battle, 
w here th e  gory stream s ran  free and fa r , and w here th e  deep­
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m outhed cannon rivaled  th e  d read a rtille ry  of H eaven ; and  in 
th e  d reary  prison, w here the luckless soldier pined in hunger 
and nakedness, and under th e  cruelties of unfeeling wretches, 
who scarce deserved the nam e of men, and  who w ere of nearer 
kin to the b ru tes than  to h u m an ity ; in w hich the principles 
of our O rder have ac tua ted  and  controlled th e ir p rofessors; 
w here the naked have been clothed, and hungry and  fam ishing 
relieved, th e  pining and  disconsolate com forted ; where tne 
h e a rt broken has had the oil of gladness poured into his bos­
om, and perhaps, even life itself has occasionally been spared 
when it m ight law fully  have been taken. B u t w hether these 
principles have ac tua ted  th e  masons of the o ther S tates as 
bodies, w hether they have had  any controlling influence over 
them as legislators for G rand Dodges, and G rand Chapters, 
a n d  G rand Councils, and G rand Encam pm ents—th a t  is the 
question, and th a t question we a re  no t now in a condition to de­
cide. A band of robbers m ay have some hum ane individuals 
am ongst th e m ; a church of C hristians m ay have some g reat 
scoundrels belonging to th e ir assoc ia tion ; bu t it  is not th e  hu­
m ane in the one case, nor th e  scoundrels in the other, th a t  give 
character to the bodies to w hich they belong. We m ust w ait, 
then , un til we get the proceedings of th e  las t four years of 
these bodies before we can determ ine th e ir  animus tow ard  the ir 
b re th ren  of th e  South. W e m ust know w hat th e ir G rand High 
P rie sts  have said  about us in the ir annual ad d resses ; w hat 
resolutions they have p a ssed ; and  how they  have ta lked  con­
cerning us in th e ir  reports on Foreign Correspondence. These 
a re  th e  touch-stones by w hich they m ust be t r ie d ; th e  c rite ria  
by w hich they m ust be judged ; the fires th rough  which they 
m ust pass. And if they come out of these unscathed, w ith 
the ir garm ents whole, and no scent of the flames upon the ir 
robes, then are  they masons in d eed ; then they a re  b ro thers of 
the h e a r t ; then m ay we tak e  them  to our bosoms w ith  perfect 
joy, and fu ll confidence in th e ir masonic uprigh tness and  in­
tegrity . B ut if they cannot stand  th is o rd e a l; if they  cannot 
pass over these red-hot plough-shares w ith  unbu rn t fe e t; if 
they  cannot plunge th e ir  bared  arm s into th is  hissing and
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seething caldron, and  draw  them  fo rth  again  whole and sound 
as b e fo re ; then  it is useless and absurd to ta lk  about fra te rn a l 
ties and brotherly  love among northern  m asons; the jew els 
they w ear about th e ir necks a re  but b rillian t and unm eaning 
gewgaws, and  th e  sooner they a re  cast out and  buried among 
th e  rubbish of th e  Temple, never again to be exhum ed by th e  
workm en among the ru ins and  brought up as discoveries fit 
to r  inspection, th e  better for the F ra te rn ity  everywhere, and  
especially in  southern  jurisdictions.

D a n i e l  S a y r e , Chairm an.

Companion S. K. McSpadden offered the follow­
ing resolution, and it was adopted:

Resolved, T h a t the  represen tatives of a ll subordinate Chap­
te rs  w ith in  th is  ju risd iction  whose ch a rte rs  have been fo r­
feited w ith in  the las t four years, for the fa ilu re  to make re­
tu rn s  and pay “dues,” and  a ll those w hich a re  now in a rre a rs  
fo r re tu rn s o r “dues,” be allowed to  take  th e ir  seats a t  th e  
present annual convocation; and  th a t all said  subordinate 
C hapters whose charters a re  now forfeited, be, and th e  sam e 
are  hereby reinstated .

Companion T. C. Clark offered the following pre­
amble and resolution, and they were adopted:

Whereas, M ount M oriah C hapter, No. 19, by reason of th e  
absence of all of its members as soldiers in the Confederate 
arm y, except th ree or four, has failed  to  elect any officers o r 
m eet for w ork as  required by th e  constitution, since 1861, and 
Whereas, all dues of said  C hapter have been paid  up to th e  
present time, be it

Resolved, T h a t said C hapter is fu lly  re insta ted  in  all th e  
righ ts and privileges w hich it  had previous to and during the 
year 1861, and th a t th e  sam e officers who held positions a t  
th a t  time, be continued in  th e ir respective offices un til th e  
n ex t regu la r convocation fo r the election of officers fo r said  
C hapter.
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The M. E. Grand High Priest announced the fol­
lowing

STANDING COM M ITTEES.

On Chartered Chapters No. 1—N. A. Agee, George Wilson, 
J. H. Johnson.

On Chartered Chapters No. 2—T. C. Clark, W. O. Hudson, 
A. B. Starke.

Oil Dispensations—T. F. Flournoy, W. It. Horn, C. C. Curtis.
On By-Laws, Suspensions, Expulsions and Appeals.—Isa iah  

A. W ilson, Simeon W alton, W. A. B rantley.
On Masonic Jurisprudence—D avid Clopton, R. PI. E rvin, 

George D. Norris.
On Finance—W illiam  K err, Sam Thompson, George Wilson.
On W ork— Peleg Brown, E. M. H astings, D. B. Smedley.

Companion S. K. McSpadden offered the follow­
ing resolution, and it was adopted:

Resolved, T h a t a  special comm ittee of nine be appointed, 
whose du ty  it shall be to ascerta in  th e  nam es and num bers ol 
a ll those subordinate C hapters, whose losses during the w ar, 
or whose present situation, disables them  from  paying back 
“ dues.” And th a t said comm ittee report by resolution, reliev­
ing  said  C hapters in whole or in part.

And the M. E. Grand High Priest announced tne 
committee, as follows:

S. K. McSpadden, H um phrey S. Shelton,
Joseph H. Johnson, L. W. Dalrym ple,
T. S. McDonald, E. B. Clapp,
F elix  G. Norm an, Wm. C. B atchelor,

Jam es M. Bridges,

Companion Felix G. Norman offered the follow­
ing resolution, and it was adopted:
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Resolved, T h a t the G rand Secretary be directed to d istribu te  
all papers in h is possession to the proper committees.

The report of the Committee on Work on the R. 
A. Degree was postponed until 8 1-2 o’clock to-mor­
row morning, and made the special order for that 
hour.

The Grand Chapter was called from labor to re­
freshment until 8 1-2 o’clock to-morrow morning.

IN GRAND CHAPTER,

W e d n e s d a y  M o r n i n g ,  December 6, 1865.

The Grand Chapter was called- from refreshment 
to labor at 8 1-2 o’clock, the M. E. Grand High 
Priest, James B. Harrison, presiding; the other 
Grand Officers at their several stations.

The minutes were read and approved.
Companion Thomas F. Flournoy, from the Com­

mittee on Dispensations, made the following report, 
and the report was received and concurred in :

REPORT PROM COM M ITTEE ON D ISPEN SA TIO N S.

The Committee to whom w ere referred  the proceedings of 
-sundry C hapters under D ispensation, have had  th e  sam e under 
consideration, and  beg leave to subm it th e  following report:

They have exam ined th e  proceedings and m inutes of C raw ­
ford C hapter No. 82, and  find them  neatly  and correctly kept, 
and therefore  recommend th a t  a ch arte r be granted.

They have exam ined th e  proceedings of Smedley C hapter 
No. 77, and  find them  neatly, bu t very inaccurately  and  in­
correctly  kept. They use term s no t known to Royal Arch Ma­
sonry , and very m any term s belonging to  a  M aster’s Lodge.
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The m inutes of said  C hapter do no t show th a t any by-laws 
have been adopted fo r the regulation and governm ent of said 
C hapter. The inaccuracies on th e  m inutes of said  proceed­
ings a re  very num erous, and cannot be pointed out w ithout a 
very lengthy report. W e recommend them  to be m ore careful 
in the fu ture, to enact by-laws for th e ir  C hapter, if they  have 
not, and th a t  a  ch arte r be granted.

They have also exam ined th e  proceedings of Loachapoka 
C hapter No. 80: we find them  neatly  and correctly kept and 
we recommend th a t a ch a rte r be granted. W e also recommend 
th a t a ch arte r be g ran ted  to D anville Chapter.

G. S. W hite, and sixteen o ther companions, send up a peti­
tion fo r a  dispensation to  form  a C hapter a t  the tow n of Gas­
ton, in Sum ter county. The petitioners have complied in every 
respect, w ith  th e  constitution, and we recommend th a t  a dis­
pensation be g ran ted  in accordance w ith  the p rayer of the pe­
titioners.

J. W. G arrison, and eleven o ther companions, petition  fo r a 
dispensation to organize a C hapter a t  Lineville, in Talladega 
county. They have complied w ith the  constitution, and  w e 
therefore recommend th a t a dispensation be g ran ted  in accord­
ance w ith  the p rayer of the petitioners.

Isaac  V anEaton and eleven o ther companions petition  for 
a dispensation to  open a chap te r a t  Moulton, in Law rence 
county. Said petitioners have complied w ith  th e  constitution 
and we therefore  recommend th a t the p rayer of the petitioners, 
be granted:

All of which, is respectfully  and fra te rn a lly  subm itted,
T. F . F lournqy, Chairm an.

Companion Peleg Brown, chairman of the Com­
mittee on work, made a report on the It. A. Degree, 
and the report was received and concurred in : 

The Grand Chapter was called from lahor to re­
freshment until 8 o’clock, to-morrow morning.
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IN GRAND CHAPTER.

T h u r s d a y  M o r n in g , December 7, 1865 .

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment 
to labor at 8 o’clock, the M. E. Grand High Priest, 
James B. Harrison, presiding; the other Grand Offi­
cers at their several stations.

The minutes were read and approved.
Companion David Clopton, from the Special Com­

mittee on the Grand High Priest’s address, made 
the following report, and the report was received 
and concurred in :

The Comm ittee to whom w as referred  the address of the 
M. E. G rand H igh P riest, report th a t  they  find th e  address to 
be one of in terest to the C raft, and replete w ith  w ise and  tru ly  
m asonic suggestions. They recommend i t  to th e  earnest con­
sideration  of a ll companions, and  especially of the H igh P riests  
of subordinate Chapters.

The Committee recommend th a t  th a t portion of the address, 
which re fe rs  to  the G eneral G rand Chapter, be referred  to a 
special comm ittee of three, w ith  instructions to report thereon 
a t  the nex t convocation of the G rand Chapter.

D a v id  C l o p t o n , Chairm an.

Companion T. C. Clark, from Committee No 2, 
on chartered Chapters, made the following report, 
and the report was received and concurred in :

REPORT FROM COM M ITTEE ON CHARTERED CHAPTERS NO. 2.

To the M. E. Grand H igh P riest and Companions of the Grand 
Chapter of A labam a:

T he Committee on C hartered  Chapters, No. 2, beg leave to 
report th a t  they have exam ined the  re tu rns of the C hapters 
subm itted  to them  and m ake th e  following report, viz:



554 PROCEEDINGS O F TH E [Dec.

They find the re tu rns of the following C hapters correct, to- 
w i t : A labam a No. 66, Law renceville No. 73, and  E lyton No. 76.

Tuskegee, No. 43.—H as failed  to pay dues for two members, 
because they a re  m in isters of th e  gospel. The constitution 
m akes no provision th a t  your com m ittee is aw are  of, to  re­
m it dues of m inisters.

Choctaw, No. 44.—R eturns show has seventy members, and 
th a t only thirty-five dollars is paid  as dues to th e  G rand Chap­
ter, w hile an  am endm ent to  th e  by-laws adopted a t  la s t annual 
convocation, requires one dollar be paid  fo r each member, 
therefore, dues short, thirty-five dollars.

A llenton, No. 52.—H as forty-seven members, and pays only 
tw enty-three dollars and  fifty cents. D ues short tw enty-three 
do llars and fifty cents.

T yrian , No. 54.—7'he H igh P rie s t has fa iled  to sign th e  re­
tu rn s  to th e  G rand Chapter.

Zerubbabel, No. 56.—M akes one re tu rn  for four years, w hich 
show s tw enty-six members, w hile only tw enty-nine dollars is 
paid  as dues to  G rand C hapter for th e  fou r years. D ues short, 
th ir te en  do llars and fifty cents.

Rockford, No. 62.—R etu rns show one hundred members, leav­
ing ou t two dim itted  which appear in regular lis t of members, 
and  only pays forty-nine dollars. D ues short, fifty-one dollars.

C entral, No. 64.—H as no dates w hatever to its re tu rns, nor 
does it appear w hether th is  C hapter has m et for w ork or con­
fe rred  any degrees du ring  the  year. By a  certificate from  the 
H igh P riest, your comm ittee learns th a t th e  books of said 
C hap ter a re  lost or mislaid.

F arrio rv ille , No. 67.—R etu rns show dues to G rand C hapter 
sh o rt tw enty-three dollars.

Cherokee, No. 68.—R etu rns m ade for th ree  years. G rade of 
officers no t properly arranged. H as  T reasu rer and  Secretary 
in  th e  sam e lis t w ith  members, and has also d im itted  members 
In sam e column.

Lower Peach Tree, No. 69.—H eading of th e  re tu rn s s a y s : 
“Names of Members and officers of L. P. Tree, 69,” w ithout 
giving any da te  w hatever. The g rade of officers Is incorrectly
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given, and  among th e  officers is th a t  of “chaplain ,” when no 
such officer of a C hapter exists under the constitution. Re­
ports officers and R. A. M asons to the num ber of twenty-five, 
and  has eigh t o ther nam es in same column. I t  does not sta te  
w hether these eight a re  M ark M asters, P a s t M asters, Most E x­
cellent M asters or Royal A rch Masons. H as no column for 
dues to G rand Chapter, or anything to show how much w as 
due, o r w hat w as paid. No seal a ttached  to th e  re tu rns, nor 
a tte s ta tio n  of Secretary, bu t a  certificate on the back, signed by 
th e  H igh P riest, th a t “the w ith in  contains a tru e  list of mem­
bers of Lower Peach T ree Chapter, No. 09.

As th is  re tu rn  fa lls  fa r  short of the requirem ents of Sec. 6, 
of A rt. 4, of the constitution, your com m ittee recommend th a t 
it  be re tu rned  to th e  H igh P riest of said  C hapter, w ith direc­
tions th a t he send up a  new report conforming to th e  constitu­
tion.

Midway, No. 72.—R etu rns show seventy-two members, and 
th a t  only th irty -six  dollars dues to G rand C hapter is paid. 
D ues short, th irty -six  dollars.

Landm ark, No. 71.—R eturns fo r two years. By th e  re tu rns 
fo r 1864 it  appears th a t there  a re  eighty-eight members, leav­
ing out one dim itted, w hich is in the sam e column w ith  the 
o ther members, and only forty-one do llars and  fifty cents paid  
to th e  G rand Chapter, when it  should be forty-four dollars. 
D ues short, two dollars and a half. By re tu rn s for 1865, it 
appears th a t  there  a re  ninety-two members, when only forty- 
five dollars is paid  as dues to the G rand C hapter. D ues short, 
forty-seven dollars.

P ine Level, No. 75.—H as dim itted  mem bers in same column 
w ith  regu lar members of said  chapter.

From  inform ation, your comm ittee a re  satisfied th a t most of 
th e  C hapters herein reported  as “short in dues,” have paid  the 
proper am ount to  th e  G rand Secretary, bu t these e rro rs appear 
on the re tu rn s subm itted to them. W here such is the case, 
they  recommend th a t  the  re tu rns be corrected.

All of which is respectfully  subm itted.
T . C. C l a r k , Chairm an.
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Companion N. A. Agee, from Committee on Char­
tered Chapters, No. 1, made the following report, 
and the report was received and concurred in :

REPORT PROM COM M ITTEE ON CHARTERED CH APTERS, NO. 1.

Your Committee No. 1, on C hartered  C hapters, to whom was 
referred  the re tu rn s of several subordinate C hapters, beg leaTre 
to subm it the following rep o rt:

We have examined, and find correct, th e  re tu rn s of th e  fol­
lowing Chapters, to-w it:

■Union C hapter, No. 26.
Mt. M oriah C hapter, No. 19, for 1861.
Montgomery C hapter, No. 22.
Camden C hapter, No. 40.
Eunom ia Chapter, No. 5, fo r 1863.
Phoenix, No. 11, bu t incomplete.

And th e  follow ing incorrect, to-wil.:

Jam es Penn Chapter, No. 30, sho rt of dues____________ $ 68 50
H erm on C hapter No. 34, sho rt of dues  24 00
Mobile C hapter No. 21, sh o rt of dues  105 00
C ourtland, C hapter No. 25, sh o rt of dues    34 50
Concord C hapter No. 37, sho rt of dues  36 00
Eunom ia, (1865) No. 5, sho rt of dues  27 00
Eunom ia (1864) No. 5, dues paid  on seven members
who have been d im itted  and reported  am ong th e  p resen t
mem bers.
P ickensville, No. 36, overpaid dues__________________   $1 00
Marion, No. 12, sh o rt of dues___________________________ 41 50

Monroe C hapter, No. 4.—H as no seal. The H. P. reports th a t 
the seal, records, and fu rn itu re  w ere taken  aw ay or destroyel 
by the F edera l troops in  A pril last.

Jam es L. D aniel Chapter, No. 35.—Dead m em bers carried  out 
in the lis t of members. $28.50 paid  fo r back dues: we have no 
m eans of know ing w hether correct or not.
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T alladega Chapter, No. 23.— S hort of dues, $40.00. F ive  dol­
la rs  of the am ount being for m inisters, whose dues are  re­
m itted  con trary  to  the G rand constitution.

L ivingston C hapter, No. 20.—S hort of dues, $28.50. Two 
do llars of the am ount due on two m inisters.

All of w hich is respectfully  and fra te rn a lly  subm itted,
N. A. A g ee , C hairm an.

Companion W illiam C. Batchelor offered the fol­
lowing preamble and resolution, and they were 
adopted:

Whereas, The emergency under w hich the by-laws were 
am ended so as to m ake the dues one dollar for each m em ber 
no longer exists, therefore  be it

Resolved, T h a t th e  by-laws be now amended so as to read, 
■“fifty cents dues for each m em ber,” and th a t the am ounts paid 
by the several C hapters above th a t  sum, be refunded.

Companion Thomas F. Flournoy offered the fol­
lowing resolution, and it was adopted:

Resolved, T h a t all C hartered  C hapters whose charte rs  have 
no t been declared forfeited, and w hich have failed to pay 
“ dues” and m ake re tu rn s to the presen t convocation of the 
G rand Chapter, be allowed n inety  days to m ake re tu rn s to the 
G rand  Secretary, and if found to be correct by him , th a t they 
he received, and the re tu rn s  filed w ith  the o ther papers, and 
th e ir  representatives, if present, are hereby allowed to take 
th e ir  seats.

The Grand Chapter proceeded to the election of 
Grand Officers for tiie ensuing masonic year, and 
the election resulted as follows:

J a m e s  B . H a r r is o n , Selma, G rand High Priest.
P eleg  B r o w n , Mobile, D. G rand High P riest.
W il l ia m  K er r , Greensboro, G rand King.
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G eokge D. N o r r is , N ewm arket, G rand Scribe.
E. M. H a s t i n g s , Montgomery, G rand T reasurer.
D a n i e l  S a y r e , Montgomery, G rand Secretary.
R ev . E. V. L ev e r t , M arion, G rand Chaplain.
J o s e p h  H. J o h n s o n , Talladega, G rand C. H.
T h o m a s  M cD otjgall, Montgomery, G rand Sentinel.

Companion W illiam  C. Batchelor, from the Com­
mittee on By-Laws, Suspensions, Expulsions, and 
Appeals, made the following report, and the report 
was received and concurred in:

REPO RT FROM COMMITTTEE ON BY-LAWS, SU SPEN ­
SIONS, EXPULSIONS, AND APPEALS.

Y our com m ittee beg leave to  s ta te  th a t  they  have perform ed 
the duties assigned them , and subm it the following report and 
recom m endations:

In by-laws of Craw ford C hapter, No. 82, A rt. 3d, 'Sec. 1, fo r 
the w ords “i t  shall be final,” su b stitu te  “he shall be declared 
rejected.”

H illabee C hapter. No. 79, A rt. 2, Sec. 1, for the word “E van­
gelist,” substitu te  “B aptist,” and sam e change in Section 2, 
of sam e Article. In  Section 3, s trik e  out “the h ighest officer 
p resent,” and in sert “K ing or Scribe.” A rt. 3, Sec. 1, fo r 
“a ” in se rt “two,” and strike  ou t “a t  least” w here i t  occurs.

D anville C hapter, No. 78, A rt. 2, Sec. 1, strik e  ou t all a fte r  
th e  w ords “shall be regu larly  installed .” A rt. 2, Sec. 4, fo r 
th e  “h ighest officer p resent,” in sert “K ing or Scribe.” A rt. 
5, Sec. 1, s trik e  out the w hole section. Sec. 2, Art. 5, s trik e  
ou t the w ords “M ark M aster’s degree separate o r for all the .”

Smedley C hapter, No. 77, A rt. 3, Sec. 1, s trik e  out “or for 
th e  degree of M ark M aster only,” and also, “except in  extrem e 
cases of em ergency.” A rt. 3, Sec. 3, s trik e  out th e  whole 
section.

In  the  case of appeal from  the action of Concord Chapter, 
No. 37, it  appears th a t  the application of a candidate had
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been duly rejected, and a t a  subsequent convocation, a m otion 
w as m ade for a  reconsideration  of the vote, w hich was car­
ried, the appellan t objecting. The candidate was thereupon 
balloted for, declared elected, and received th e  degree.

Y our com m ittee are of the opinion th a t  inasm uch as the 
proceedings had a t the tim e, do not set fo rth  the fac t th a t  pre­
vious objections w ere w ithdraw n, and there  was still opposi­
tion  made to  the action of the C hapter by th e  companion ap­
pealing, the action of Concord C hapter No. 37 was in  d irect 
violation of A rt. 3, Sec. 6, of the by-laws of th e  G rand Chapter, 
w hich declares th a t “no candidate shall be received w ithout 
th e  unanim ous consent of the m em bers p resent,” and your 
com m ittee recom m end th a t the G rand C hapter severely cen­
sure Concord C hapter, No. 37, and if a  sim ilar case be again 
reported, th a t h e r ch arte r be suspended.

All of w hich is respectfu lly  subm itted,
W . C. B a t c h e l o r , Chairm an.

Companion S. K. McSpadden, from the Special 
Committee on Propositions and Grievances, made 
the following report, and the report was received 
and concurred i n :

REPO RT FROM COMMITTEE ON PROPOSITIONS AND 
GRIEVANCES.

The Special Com m ittee on Propositions and Grievances, to  
whom was referred1 the destitu te  condition of subord inate  Chap­
ters, have had under consideration such as have come before 
them , and beg leave to recom m end as follows:

T h a t the  dues of E unom ia C hapter, No. 5, fo r th e  years 
1863 and 1864 be refunded.

T h a t th e  dues of T uscum bia Chapter, No. 10, fo r the past 
five years be rem itted, th a t said  C hapter be re insta ted , au ­
thorized to  elect officers, and proceed to work.

T h a t the dues of R ussell C hapter, No. 65, for th e  past fou r 
years be rem itted ; and, as the ch a rte r of said  C hapter was de­
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stroyed by the Federal troops, we recom m end th a t a ch a rte r 
issue free of charge, and th a t they  be authorized  to  elect 
officers and proceed to  work.

T h a t the  dues of Cherokee C hapter, No. 68, for the past th ree 
years be rem itted ; th a t said C hapter be reinsta ted  and au th o r­
ized to proceed to  work.

T h a t th e  dues of E lyton C hapter, No. 76, fo r th e  past year, be 
rem itted.

T h a t all back dues from  C linton C hapter, No. 9, be rem it­
ted ; th a t said  C hapter be re insta ted , authorized to  elect offi­
cers, and proceed to work.

All of w hich is respectfu lly  subm itted,
S . K . M c S p a d d e n , C hairm an.

Companion W illiam Kerr, from the Committee 
on Finance, made the following report, and the re­
port was received, and concurred in :

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

The Com m ittee on F inance, to  w hich was referred  the ac­
counts of the G rand Secretary  and Grand T reasu rer, beg leave 
to  report th a t they have exam ined th e  accounts and find them  
correct.

R espectfully subm itted,
W il l ia m  K e r r , C h a ir m a n .

Companion J. W. L. Daniel offered the following 
resolutions, and they were adopted :

Resolved, T h a t th is  G rand C hapter heartily  reciprocates the 
expressions of b ro therly  love and kindness set fo rth  in  the pro­
ceedings of various G rand C hapters north , as we learn  from  
th e  Comm ittee on Foreign Correspondence.

Resolved, T h a t i t  is the sincere desire of th is  Grand Body to 
cultivate  the feelings of b ro therly  love and charity  tow ards 
ou r companions wheresoever dispersed.
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And then the Grand Chapter was called from la­
bor to refreshment until 8 o’clock, to-morrow 
morning.

IN  GRAND CHAPTER.

F r i d a y  M o r n i n g ,  December 8 , 1865.

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment 
to labor at 8 o’clock, the M. E. Grand High Friest, 
James B. Harrison, presiding; the other Grand Of­
ficers at their several stations.

The minutes were read and approved.
Companion Peleg Brown, Chairman of the Com­

mittee on Work, made report on the M. M. and P. 
M. degrees, and the report was received and con­
curred in.

The Grand Officers elected for the ensuing ma­
sonic year were installed in Ample Form, the M. E. 
P. G. H. P. David Clopton officiating.

Companion Peleg Brown, Chairman of the Com­
mittee on Work, made report on the M. E. M. de­
gree, and the report was received and concurred in.

On motion of Companion W illiam Kerr, it was 
ordered, that the sum of two hundred dollars be set 
apart in the hands of the Grand Secretary, as a 
contingent fund for the ensuing masonic year.

Companion Felix G. Norman offered the follow­
ing resolution, and it was adopted:

Resolved, T h a t hereafte r th e  Committee on W ork shall m ake 
report on the first day of each G rand Convocation.

Companion H. S. Shelton offered the following  
resolution, and it was adopted:

36 GC
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R esolved , T h a t th e  G rand Secretary  be instructed  to have 
500 copies of the constitution, by-laws, and  rules of order of 
the G rand C hapter p rin ted  for the use of th e  G rand and  sub­
ord inate  Chapters.

The M. E. Grand High Priest announced the fol­
lowing appointm ents:

S. G. B u r k e , Midway, G rand P . S.
L. W. J e n k i n s , Camden, G rand R. A. C.
E. B. C l a p p , H untsville, G rand M. 3d V.
W. T. B r o w n , L afayette, G rand M. 2d V.
W. .0. H u d s o n , Uniontown, G rand M. 1st V.

COM M ITTEE ON WORK.

P eleg  B r o w n , Mobile.
E d m u n d  M. H a s t i n g s , Montgomery.
D a v id  B. S m e d l e y , Troy.

ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

D a n i e l  S a y r e , M ontgomery.
J o h n  T. F o st e r , B utler.
N. A. Agee, Claiborne.
G eorge W il s o n , Livingston.
W. A. B r a n t l e y , Cahaba.

The minutes were read and approved.
And then after solemn prayer to the Throne of 

Grace by the R. E. and Reverend Grand Chaplain, 
E. Y. Levert, the Most Excellent Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the State of Alabama, was closed in 
Ample Form.

D a n ie l  S a y r e , G r a n d  S e c r e ta r y .



R E G IST E R  O F CHA PTERS U NDER T H E  JU R ISD IC T IO N  OF T H E  GRAND C H A PTER  OF ALABAMA W ITH  
_______________T H E  NUM BER OF M EM BERS AND T H E  AMOUNT O F  D U ES R EC E IV ED  FO R I 860. ’

0
&

Name. Location. County. H igh P riest. Secretary. Meeting. Dues.

4 Monroe, Claiborne, Monroe, R. C. Torrey, N. A. Agee, 29 29 00
5 Eunom ia, H untsville, Madison, George D. Norris, G. H. Scruggs, 1st Tuesday, 54 92 0o

11 Phoenix, Greensboro, Greene, W illiam  K err, O. F. Casey, 50 50 00
19 M ount M oriah, Marion, Perry , John  Howze, T. B. Allen, 31 93 00
12 M arion, Clinton, Greene, D. H arrison, B. T. H igginbotham . 70 35 50
20 Livingston, Livingston, Sum ter, C. S. McConnico, S. W. Murley, 3 rd  F riday , 55 55 00
21 Mobile, Mobile, Mobile, Wm. H. Sadler, F ran c is  R. Jarv is, 1st Thursday, 210 105 00
22 Montgomery, Montgomery, Montgomery, Eben K irk, W. H. Dingley, 2d Saturday, 71 71 00
23 Talladega, Talladega, Talladega, C. G. Cunningham , W. W. Houston, 1st Monday, 75 35 OO
25 C ourtland, C ourtland, Lawrence, Jos. C. Baker, G. K. Clopper, 69 34 50
26 Union, Uniontown, Perry , Jam es L. Price, W illiam  Deason, 1st Saturday, 29 29 00
30 Jam es Penn. Jacksonville, Calhoun, J. R. Clark, D. P. Forney, L ast Monday, 138 68 50
34 Hermon, Union Springs, Macon, Jam es A. Jones, Thom as Pullum , 48
35 Jas. L. Daniel, Glennville, B arbour, O. Florence, J. M. W right, 35 60 50
36 Pickensville, Pickensville, Pickens, S. N. Ferguson, Jno. D. Johnston, 37 37 OU
37 Concord, L aFayette, Chambers, R. P. B ragaw , W. H. McNamee, 68 68 00
401 Camden, Camden, Wilcox, Zo. S. Cook, D. A. McDonald, 42 41 00
43|Tuskegee, Tuskegee, Macon, D avid  Clopton, John C. Smith, 2 and 4 Sat., 18 17 00
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Name. Location. County. H igh Priest.  ̂ Secretary. Meeting.
1 1

Dues.

44 Choctaw, B utler, Choctaw, C. N. Wilcox, J. C. Chapm an, 71 71 00

48 McKinley, McKinley, Marengo, W. T. Abraham s, M. H. Smith, 2d F riday , 22 41 00

52 Allenton, Allenton, Wilcox, J. G. Bythewood, Jam es L. Grace, 1st S aturday , 47 23 50

54 T yrian, Troy, Pike, D. B. Smedley, Joel D. M urphree, 76

56 Zerubbabel, W averly, Chambers, J. J . H avis, D. A. P atrick , 26 60 00

57 Lebanon* Lebanon, DeKalb, Thos. T. Cotman, J. C. Boyle, 48

58 H artw ell, Cababa, D allas, 50 00

63 Rockford, Rockford, Coosa, Isaac  W. Suttle, W. L. Sm ith, F ri. bf 4 Sab. 100 50 00

64 C entral, Montevallo, Shelby, S. M. Doak, J . M. Vest, 38 57 00

66 Alabama, Mobile. Mobile, Peleg Brown, Enoch S. H arre ll, 97 97 OO

67 Farrio rv ille , Farrio rv ille , Pike, M. J. Bean, Jam es L. W illiam s, 46 23 00

68 Cherokee, Centre, Cherokee, S. K. McSpadden, W. P. Golightly, 52

69 L. P. Tree, L. P. Tree, Wilcox, C. C. C urtis, J. Mayer, 33 33 00

71 Landm ark, B arnes’ X  Rds. Dale, R. Deal, B. J. L. Powell, 93 93 00

72 Midway, Midway, B arbour, S. G. B urk, J . B. Feagin , 1st T hursday, 72 72 00

73 Lawrenceville, Lawrenceville, Henry, W. A. O’H ara , L a ttim er L. Teague, 23 23 00

74 Opelika, Opelika, Russell,
75 P ine Level, P ine Level, Montgomery, S. J. Townsend, H. W. C lark, 48 48 00

76 Elyton, Elyton, Jefferson, Sam Thompson, John C. Morrow, 62

A ffiliated Royal A rch Masons, 2,083. Am ount of Dues, $1,662.50.
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TABLE OF GRAND CHA PTERS.

State. G. II. P riest. Residence. G rand Secretary. Residence. Meets a t Time.

Ul

o
6

No
. 

R.
 A

. 
M

as
on

s.

A labama, Jas. B. H arrison, Selma, D aniel Sayre, Montgomery, Montgomery, December, 61 2,083
A rkansas, Jam es W. Finley, L ittle  Rock,
C alifornia, John  K irkpatrick Downieville L. C. Owens, San Francisco San Francisco, •October, 34 1,315
Canada, T. D. H arring ton Quebec, Thos. B. H arris , H am ilton, Quebec, August,
Connecticut, E. G. Storer, New H aven,
F lorida, D avid Jones, Lake City, H ugh A. Corley, Tallahassee, Tallahassee, January , 8
Georgia, B. B. Russell, Augusta,
Illinois, W iley M. Egan, Chicago, H. G. Reynolds, Springfield, 72
Indiana, Thom as P attison A urora, W illiam  H acker, Indianapolis, Indianapolis, May, 49 1,633
Iowa, John  H. Brown, Cedar F a lls W. B. Langridge, M uscatine, D avenport, June, 25 782
Kentucky, I la r ry  Hudson, Louisville, P. Swigert, F rank fo rt, Louisville, October, 72 2,053
Louisiana, Sam. M. Todd, New O rleans,
Maine, A. J . Fuller, Bath, Ira  B erry, P ortland , Portland, May, 17 1,165
M aryland, Jam es G. Smith, W ashington W. M orris Smith, W ashington, B altim ore, November 12 717
M assachusetts, R ichard  Briggs, Boston, Thos. W aterm an, Boston.
Michigan, A. B. Cudworth, Pontiac, J. E. Johnson, Centreviiie,
M innesota, C. W. Nash, H astings, C. W. C arpenter, St. Paul,
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TABLE OP GRAND CHAPTERS.

State. G. H. P riest. Residence. G rand  Secretary. Residence. M eets a t Time.

N
o.

C
h’

p

No
. 

R.
 A

. 
M

as
on

s.

M ississippi,
1 •

Missouri, T. E. J a r re tt , St. Louis, A. O’Sullivan, St. Louis, 13
New H am pshire, Jno. R. Holbrook, Portsm outh H orace Chase, Hopkinton, 8 732
New Jersey, J. G. C. Robinsor Paterson, J . W olverton, Trenton, Trenton, Septem ber 14 547
New York, D. A. Ogden, Penn Yan, John  0 . Cole Albany, 90
N orth Carolina, Thos. B. C arr, W ilmington,
Ohio, George Rex, Wooster, Jno. D. Caldwell, C incinnati, Toledo, October,
Oregon, Benj. P. Goodwin, Portland,
Pennsylvania, W illiam  H. Adams, Philadelphia,
Rhode Island, Samuel B. Swan, Providence,
South Carolina, Ebenezer Thayer, C harleston,
Tennessee John  Frizzell, W inchester. Chas. A. Fuller, Nashville, Nashville, October, 23
Texas, Jam es M. H all, Crockett,
Vermont, L. B. Englesby, Burlington, J. B. Hollenback, B urlington, B urlington, October,
V irg in ia , John  Dove, Richmond, Richm ond,
W isconsin, M elvin L. Youngs Milwaukee, Wm. T. Palm er, M ilwaukee, Milwaukee, February , 26 1,123
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