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PROCEEDINGS.

The M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter, of the 
State of Alabama, convened 011 "Tuesday, the 8th 
day of December, 1857, R. A. M., 2387.

M. E. D a v id  C l o p t o n , G rand H igh Priest.
E. S. A. M. W oo d , D. G. H. P riest.
E . H .  P. W a t s o n , G r a n d  K in g .
E. It. D. H u c k a b e e , G rand  Scribe.
E . R e v . M o s e s  P a d g e t t , G r a n d  C h a p l a i n .  
E .  J a s . M . B r u n d i d g e , G r a n d  L e c t u r e r .
E. E. M. H a s t i n g s , G rand  T reasurer.
E. D a n i e l  S a y r e , G rand Secretary.
E . H .  S . S h e l t o n , G  .C . H o s t .
E. T h o s . M c D o u g a l l , G rand Sentinel.

W. P. C h i l t o n , G rand  H igh P riest.
J . M c C a l e b  W i l e y , D. G. H. P riest. 
J o h n  R. C l a r k , D. G. H. P riest.
J. M. B r u n d i d g e , G rand King. 
W i l l i a m  H. N o r r i s , G rand King.

S. F. H a l e , G rand King.
M. W. D a v i s , G rand Scribe.
T. F .  F l o u r n o y , G rand Scribe.

PRESENT.

PA ST  GRAND OFFICERS.

CH A PTERS REPRESENTED.

No. C hapters. 
4 Monroe, N. A. Agee,* 

L. Slaughter,

Nam es of Officers. Grade.
H. P. 

K.
5 Eunom ia, Sam uel C oltart, 

E. F . Betts,*
H. P. 

K.
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No. C hapter.
6 Cyrus,
9 Clinton,

10 Tuscum bia,
11 Phoenix,
12 M arion,
17 W etum pka
18 Jam estow n,
19 Mt. M oriah,

21 Mobile,

22 M ontgomery,

24 E ufau la ,
25 C ourtland,
26 Union,

27 Dayton,
28 St. Johns,

30 Jam es Penn,
31 Per. F rien d ’p
32 Fulton,

33 A utauga,
34 Herm on,

35 J. L. D aniel,
36 Pickensville,

Names of Officers.
S. A. M. Wood,*
Ch. H. Jones,*
L. B. Thornton,*
R. D. Huckabee,* 
Geo. D. Johnston,
A. J . T errell,*  
W illiam  Little,*
Dempsey H arrison , 
W. M eriwether,
Jam es A. Miller,*
T. T. Tyree,
H. P. W atson,
E. M. H astings, 
Thom as Welsh,*
Jam es Cunningham,*

Jam es L. Price, 
R obert Christy,*

W illiam  W addill,*
J. B. H arrison,
J. It. C lark,
J. W. H ardy,
W illiam  PI. N orris,
E. B. Holloway,

Thom as Ramsey,* 
M. J. Bean,*
J. F. Forem an,
W. M. T urner,*
H. S. Shelton,

Grade.
II. P. 
H. P.

K. 
H. P. 
H. P. 
H. P. 
H. P.
H. P. 

S.
H. P. 

S.
II. P. 

K. 
S.

H. P.

II. P.
K.

II. P.
K.

11. P.
K.

II. P.
K.

H .P. 
K. 
S.

II. P. 
H. P.
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No. Chapters. Nam es of Officers. Grade.
37 Concord, Jefferson Falkner, H. P.

M. C. B lanchard, K.
B. Mitchell, S.

40 Camden, C. W. H are,* H. P.
G. S. Handley, S.

41 W ashington, B. J . H arrison, H. P.
43 Tuskegee, D avid Clopton, H. P.
44 Choctaw, E. T. Ridgeway, S.
48 McKinley, M. B. Lesseur, H. P.
49 Hope, E. R. Shipm an, II. P.
52 Allenton, B. S. Rives,* H. P.
53 Uchee, M. W. Davis, H. P.
54 T yrian , A. N. W orthy, H. P.

J. D. M urphree,* K.
J. B. Simmons,* S.

55 Suggsville, Jam es Odom,* II. P.
H enry W hitaker, K.

50 Zerubbabel, J. J. Havis, K.
58 H artw ell, J. W. Lenoir,* II. P.

John P. Fulks,* K.
J. B. Duke, S.

60 H iram , S. D. Moorer, H. P.
61 Signet, T. F. Flournoy, II. P.

W illis Tyner, K.
62 Rockford I. W. Suttle, K.

J . 'S .  Gilder,* S.
03 M idway, 'M oses Padgett, II. P.
64 C entral, A. W. Hawley, II. P.

J. H. W illoughby,* K.
65 R ussell T. Boyd Foster, K.

•P roxies. 
11 GC
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The M. E. Grand R. A. Chapter was opened in 
ample form. 

The M. E. Grand High Priest arose, and address­
ed the companions, as fo llow s:
To the M ost Excellent Grand R oyal Arch Chapter of A labam a:

I t  is g ra tify in g  to me, com panions, to be priv ileged to  wel­
come you to  th is , an o ther A nnual Convocation; and to  con­
g ra tu la te  you on being perm itted  to  assem ble again, w ith in  
these consecrated w alls, a f te r  hav ing  com pleted the  labors, 
passed th rough  the  dangers, and m et th e  responsib ilities of 
an o ther year. A lthough disease has spread its  poisonous m an­
tle  over m any sections of our beloved S ta te ; a lthough  death  
h as gone th roug h  m any p a rts  followed by fearfu l havoc; a l­
though  th is  day and place a re  suggestive of m em ories m ade 
sad by the  absence of some who were w ont to m eet w ith  us in 
form er tim es, whom we shall see no m ore; ye t th e  present, 
hour and the  prom ise of m ore days are  given to us. The 
h e a rt rejoices over th e  com ing toge ther of so m any well know n 
ones, who have not w earied in  th e ir  day; and hope is invigor­
ated, and resolution  is strengthened, by the  appearance of 
o thers, who, though  s tran g ers  in nam e, are  of our own M ason­
ic k indred, and have come up to a ss is t us in the  g rea t and 
glorious w ork in  w hich we are  engaged.

T h a t God whom M asonry acknowledges, and before whom 
we are  a ll tau g h t to  bow w ith  reverence, has been our God. I t  
is, therefore , m eet and proper, th a t  ou r first com m unings 
a round  this altar, should p a rta k e  of g ra titu d e  to th e  source 
whence a ll blessings and com forts flow. H ere, then, w ith  our 
eyes tu rn ed  to th e  first g rea t L igh t in M asonry—th e  B ible— 
and our hea rts  supported by its  doctrines, encouraged by its  
prom ises, and cheered by its  hopes, let us consecrate our of­
fe rin g  of p raise  and thanksg iv ing  to  H im  who direc ts th e  
s ta rs, governs the seasons, and shapes the  ends of earth . And 
th en  we shall be prepared to  pledge anew our M asonic fa ith , 
and renew  our efforts in  prom oting  th e  prosperity  of ou r Uni­
versal B rotherhood.



1857.] GRAND C H A PTER  OF ALABAMA. 163
T h at m an who never realizes value received, except as m eas­

ured by h is own base stan dard , o r w eighed in  h is own uneven 
scales, or only in some selfish end or purpose gained, when 
th e  tre a su ry  bags grow heavier, or fam e blows a  louder blast, 
is unable to  appreciate the  m otives w hich b ring  us together; 
or to  com prehend th e  solid, bu t unobtrusive benefits, to be de­
rived from  th is  com m ingling of feeling, of sen tim ent, and 
opinion. L ike o ther men, we have to engage in th e  contacts 
an d  conflicts of life  we have to  encounter its  tr ia ls  and resist 
its  tem ptations. Buffeted by its  waves, driven before the 
w inds, lashed by tem pests, happy are  we if our little  vessel, 
fre igh ted  w ith  w hatsoever of happiness we have been perm it­
ted to collect, goes no t down beneath  th e  billow s of life’s 
sto rm y ocean! Often, when we have extended the  hand  of 
hum an  fellow ship, expecting i t  to he grasped by one, w arm  
w ith  the  very  life-blood of hum anity , and pu lsa tin g  w ith  gen­
erous impulses, icy coldness has chilled every benevolent sen­
sation. Often, w hen we have leaned for support upon th a t 
w hich we supposed to he a staff of confidence, it  has proven a 
broken reed th a t  pierced us. M an’s contact and association 
w ith  m an, have too often tended to w eaken fa ith  in  hum an 
v irtue , dam pen th e  affections, ex tinguish  sym pathy, and be­
get a soul-destroying m isan th ropy . W ith ou t considering, in 
th is  respect, our leg islative action and its  influence, w hat 
Mason does no t receive a h igh  and ennobling good, from  the 
p rac tical exem plification afforded by our annual convocations, 
of the g rea t tru th —“how good and p leasan t i t  is fo r b re th ren  
to dwell to ge th er in u n ity ?” This is th e  circle in  w hich beats 
th e  g rea t h e a r t of hum anity . We come to  an  an nual k ind ling  
of b ro the rly  love, to  know th a t  th e re  are those who are  bro th ­
ers  indeed; to  lea rn  th a t a ll hea rts  a re  no t fa lse; a ll frien d ­
sh ip  is no t a  m ere em pty profession, in v itin g  b u t to deceive; 
th a t  all ea rth  is no t a  w ilderness.

C harity  is the  key-stone of our Royal Arch. Not th a t 
ch arity  of P harisa ic  m anner, w hich m aketh  loud its  profes­
sions w hen th e  gales a re  prosperous and affluence pours in, 
insom uch th a t  every day-laborer finds an  ab undan t support
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in the  sufficient em ploym ent afforded by surrounding  en ter­
prise  and prosperity . B u t th a t  w hich lives, and burns, and 
glows am id th e  darkness and gloom of a  wide-spread adver­
sity , th a t  tr ie s  its  ch arac te r as  th e  brave m an is proven by 
the  presence of danger, and the  good m an by the  te s t of tem p­
tation . T h is  rem ark  has been suggested by the  r ig id ity  of 
the  presen t tim es, and the  consequences w ith  w hich o u r peo­
ple are  th rea tened ; in view of w hich i t  becomes us to  m editate  
m uch and often  upon the  n a tu re  an d  ex ten t of o u r duties, 
ties, and obligations; and recount, ever and anon, the  hum an­
izing precepts of re lie f and ph ilan th ropy  w hich “ins truc tiv e  
tongues” have im parted , and “fa ith fu l b rea sts” do treasu re . 
Since we la s t convened, our country , in  common w ith  the  civi­
lized world, has been v isited  by g rea t m onetary  d isaster. Its  
ru inous and b lastin g  effects, it  is true, have not, th u s  far, 
been felt as m uch here a s  elsewhere. B u t w h ilst we m ay in­
dulge a  hope, th a t  the  resources of th e  people of A labam a w ill 
be found adequate to counteract, in a  g rea t m easure, the  evils 
of th is  p ro stra tio n  in  business, we cannot expect otherw ise 
th a n  th a t  m any m ust suffer to ta l ru in . T he cry  of d istress, or 
the  w ail of suffering m ay be heard , perchance, a t ou r own 
doors, or, perhaps, from  afar. I t  m ay be the  voice of a brother, 
or th e  lam ent of a houseless widow and breadless orphan. 
I t  m ay come am id th e  bustle of day-business, or borne in  the 
s tillness of th e  n ig h t upon the  cold w in ter w ind; b u t come 
when and w here it may, to such th e  M ason’s ea r should never 
be deaf.

W ith  feelings of inexpressib le sorrow, I com m unicate to you 
the  painfu l in fo rm ation  th a t our E. G rand Secretary, Am and 
P. Pfister, is no more. He departed  th is  life, in  th is  city , on 
the  28th day of J a n u a ry  last, a f te r  a  p ro trac ted  illness 
Am ong you, who knew  him  so well, i t  is unnecessary  for me 
to  eulogise h is v irtues, or illu s tra te  h is  character. F or m any 
successive years he filled th e  office of G rand Secretary , in  th is  
G rand C hapter, w ith  en tire  satisfaction . H is fam e was abroad 
in all our C hapters. Social and official in tercourse had en d ear­
ed h im  to the  F ra te rn ity , exem plifying those noble tra its  and
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points of characte r, w hich a t tr a c t  h e a rt to  h e a rt and b ind soul 
to soul.

W hen I say he was a  M ason, “well form ed, true , and tru s ty ,”
I have said  th a t  he was the  good citizen, th e  k ind  neighbor, 
the  s tead fast friend, the  ju s t m an, and th e  sym path ising  bro th ­
e r; for w hoever by h is  life  and conduct adorns th e  Masonic 
characte r, adorns all h is  public and p riv a te  relations. Com­
panion Pfister labored in  h is p rofession? co-operated in  every 
en terp rise  th a t  prom ised good to th e  c ra ft; and im proved 
the  opportun ities of advancing its  in te rests . M asonry was 
w ith  him , a  living, active, rea l in s titu tio n ; n o t consisting  m ere­
ly of form s and cerem onies, bu t und erly ing  all these g rea t 
m oral tru th s , precepts, and card inal v irtu es ; a symbolized 
ethics, to instruct, regu la te  and em bellish life. H is friendship  
afforded sa tisfaction  an d  de ligh t; relief, tru th , an d  b ro therly  
love, d istingu ished his conduct. He was know n as one “to 
whom  the  bu rthened  h e a rt m igh t pour ou t its  sorrow s; to 
whom d is tress  m igh t p re fe r its s u i t ; whose hand  w as guided 
by justice, and whose h e a rt was expanded by benevolence;” 
one “who acquitted  h im self w ith  honor and reputa tion ."  
P rom pt in the discharge of every duty, affable in  h is associa­
tion  w ith  h is  com panions, obliging in  h is disposition, generous 
in  h is  im pulses, and fu ll of h e a r t sym pathy ; in  his death  
h u m an ity  has lo st a  frie n d ; M asonry a  m aster-builder; our 
tem ple a  polished ash lar, an d  th is  G rand  C hapter a  m ost ef­
ficient officer. W e tru s t, however, th a t  our loss is h is  gain, 
and th a t he “has obtained a crown of rejoicing, w hich shall, 
continue when tim e shall be no m ore.”

I t  is proper th a t  th is  G rand C hapter should express con­
dolence w ith  h is disconsolate widow, our afflicted s is te r; and 
also spread upon its  m inu tes an expression of our feelings 
and reg ard  and a  sense of our bereavem ent.

A vacancy hav ing  been occasioned by h is  death, I appointed 
Companion D aniel Sayre, G rand Secretary.

I t  becomes my du ty  to inform  you, th a t  soon a fte r  th e  close 
of your la s t convocation, your G rand L ectu rer appointed Com­
panion W illoughby, h is  D eputy; and by v irtu e  of th a t  appoin t­
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m ent m any of the  subord ina te  C hapters have been v isited  
an d  lec tured  by him , d u rin g  th e  pa st M asonic year. I t  is 
proper th a t I should observe, th a t I do not com m unicate th is  
fac t fo r th e  purpose of an im adverting  upon th e  conduct of 
e ith er of those com panions; fo r I have no doubt, th a t  they 
both acted in  good fa ith , and th a t  th e  appo in tm en t w as m ade 
by th e  one, and received by the  o ther, un d er w h at w as con­
ceived to  be due and legal au th o rity ; and I believe th a t  in 
m any places. Companion W illoughby’s v is its  have been pro­
ductive of good. B u t believing th a t every ac t w hereby a  G rand 
officer transcends h is  au th o rity , m ay effect in ju ry  by becom­
ing  a  precedent, an d  th a t  th e  only line of safe ty  is close by 
th e  C onstitu tion  and the  an cien t landm arks, I desire th is  
Grand C hapter to express an  opinion concerning th e  powers of 
th e  G rand L ectu re r in  th is  respect, in  o rder th a t  th e  subord i­
na te  C hapters m ay un d erstand 1 th e  re la tio n  w hich such an 
appointee su sta in s  to them . An experienced and em inen t com­
panion  h av ing  addressed me, requesting  an  official opinion 
upon the  appo in tm en t of Com panion W illoughby, I replied, in 
substance, th a t  th e  G rand L ec tu re r had  no au th o rity  to m ake 
such an  appointm ent; therefo re , Com panion W illoughby sus­
ta in ed  no official re lation , w hatever, to  th e  G rand C hapter; 
and th a t w h ilst the  subord inate  C hapters could and m igh t re ­
ceive him , and h ear h is  lectures, as they  would any  other 
com panion of sk ill and knowledge, ye t they  w ere n o t bound 
to  pursue them , any fu r th e r  th a n  th ey  w ere know n to corres­
pond w ith  the  m ode of w ork adopted by th is  G rand Chapter. 
My reasons for th is  opinion were, th a t  th e  G rand L ec tu re r is an  
officer created t>y the Constitution, and possesses no pow ers 
except such as a re  expressly delegated, or necessary  to the  ex­
ecution of these. F in d ing  no w a rran t in th a t  in s tru m en t for 
th e  appointm ent of a  D eputy G rand L ecturer, and having no 
recollection of any resolution of th e  G rand  C hapter au thorizing  
it, I  m a in ta in  th a t  he cannot delegate his pow ers to another, or 
perform  h is  duties by a  substitu te . I consider the  m a tte r of 
sufficient im portance to  receive your consideration.
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I have no t been fu rn ished  w ith  the  proceedings of the  Gen­

era l G rand C hapter; bu t hav in g  derived some info rm ation  of 
them  from  o ther sources, I discover some th in g s  th a t  ought 
to  be b roug h t to your a tten tion .

I t  is  known to a ll read ing  M asons, th a t  fo r several years past, 
m any  of th e  G rand C hapters have insisted  upon s tr ik in g  the 
P ast M aster’s degree from  the  lis t of C hapter degrees; w h ilst 
o th e rs  have pressed its  claim s as a  regu lar degree, and con­
tended th a t  it  cannot be stricken  ou t w ith o u t rem oving an 
an cien t landm ark . T his question  is now direc tly  presented  to 
th e  General G rand C hapter, by a  proposed am endm ent to the 
C onstitu tion , w hich lies over fo r consideration  and action 
a t  th e  nex t tr ien n ia l m eeting  in  Septem ber, 1859. C orrect ac­
tio n  upon th is  am endm ent involves an  investigation  in to  the  
orig in , object and proper classification of th is  degree, sub­
jec ts  too im po rtan t to be determ ined h astily , o r w ith  th e  
m eans now a t m y comm and, and requ irin g  a  discussion too 
ex tensive fo r th e  lim its  of th is  address. Hence, I am  compell­
ed to  leave them  to be considered by the  C om m ittee on Foreign 
C orrespondence, o r such special com m ittee as you m ay order. 
Some decision should be reached, a t  least by the  nex t A nnual 
Convocation.

In  th e  m ean tim e, th e  G eneral G rand C hapter has adopted 
th e  follow ing re so lu tio n :

“R esolved , T h a t the  G eneral G rand  C hapter do recom m end to th e  G rand  and  Subordinate C hapters under its  jurisd iction , to  abridge th e  cerem onies now conferred in th e  P a s t M aster’s 
Degree, w ith in  th e  n arrow est lim its, only re ta in in g  th e  induct­ing of th e  cand idate  into th e  O rien tal chair, and th e  communi­cating th e  m eans of recognition.”

W hilst I consider th a t  th is  reso lu tion  re s tric ts  th e  degree 
w ith in  too narrow  lim its, I am  satisfied th a t  in  co nferring  it  
excesses a re  often  com mitted, w hich ten d  to  im pair th e  force 
an d  im pressiveness of its  instructions. I  subm it i t  to  you, th e re ­
fore, to  adopt huch  action  in  reference to  th e  degree and the  
recom m endation contained in  th e  resolution  above quoted, as 
your wisdom  m ay dictate.
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Your Com m ittee on F oreign  Correspondence, a t  th e  las t con­
vocation, discussed th e  ineffectual a ttem p t of the  General 
G rand C hapter, to a tta in  u n ifo rm ity  of work. I t  is m uch to  
he reg re tted  th a t  in  th is  m atter, w hich has been regarded  by 
som e the  p rim ary  design of its  organ ization, its  action  should 
have been so inefficient. I fo rbear to  m ake any com m ents upon 
the  consequences of such a  course, except to  rem ark  th a t  i t  
fu rn ishes its  opponents w ith  an  ad d itiona l a rg um en t ag a in st 
its  fu r th e r  existence.

By a resolution  of the  G eneral G rand C hapter, th e  respon­
sib ility  has been im posed upon th is  G rand C hapter, to  search  
ou t the  tru e  work, and com m unicate it  to th e  subord inate  
C hapters. In  my opinion, th is  G rand C hapter adopted th e  cor­
rec t w ork a t its  last convocation, as reported  by the  P ast 
G rand H igh  P rie s t; b u t m any of th e  subord ina te  C hapters un ­
der your ju risd ic tion  a re  lam en tab ly  deficient in th is  regard . 
Confusion prevails. I feel assured  th a t  they  desire in form a­
tion  ; an d  in view of the  necessity and im portance of having 
both co rrec t w ork and un fo rm ity  of w ork, w ith ou t w hich we 
cannot expect Royal A rch M asonry to expand to  its  fu lles t 
capacity , I suggest to you th e  proprie ty  of a  de liberate  and 
thorough  consideration of th is  subject, to know  w hether your 
form er action  is sufficient to  accom plish the  desired object.

In  im m ediate connection w ith  th is, and as hav ing  a  m ost in­
fluential bearing  upon th e  prosperity  of th e  In stitu tio n , it 
m igh t be considered proper th a t  I should caution you w ith  
regard  to  gu ard ing  well th e  en trance  to our tabernacles. B ut 
I hope th a t  th is  is wholly unnecessary, and hence dism iss i t  
w ith  one rem ark . The too h a sty  m anner in w hich the  de­
grees are  frequently  conferred, is a  cry ing  evil. No person 
whose m ind is burthened  w ith  two or th ree  degrees in  on& 
evening can com prehend them , or sufficiently  un d erstand  to 
appreciate  them . More th a n  one degree, d u ring  th e  same 
n ig h t ough t rare ly , if ever, be conferred; and, candidates, be­
fore they  are perm itted  to advance, should be required  to  be­
come reasonably  proficient in  those  degrees w hich they  have 
already  received. N e ither do I confine th is  rem ark  to  the  
C hapter degrees alone.
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I fu lly  concur in  the  opinion, w hich I have seen som ew here 

expressed, th a t before candidates are  received in to  th e  Chap­
te r  degrees, they  ought to  und erstand  th e  sym bolic degrees. 
We boast of F reem asonry  as a  science, w orthy of thorough 
study  and investigation , and com pensatory in th e  good re ­
tu rned . I t  is a  progressive science, ascending step by step. 
The h igher degrees cannot be fu lly  understood w ith ou t an 
acquain tance w ith  those preceding them , for one elucidates 
and explains the  others. W hen th e  in te re s t w hich a  Mason 
feels in  the  In s titu tio n  is dependent upon its  cerem onies m ere­
ly, and th e  novelty of these w ears away, his in te re s t necessa­
rily  abates, hence th e  zeal of so m any so quickly dies. I f  they 
were tau g h t to look beyond th e  shadow to  the  substance; be­
yond the  sign  to the  th in g  signified; beyond the  sym bol to 
the  tru th  tau g h t and princip le inculcated; and to  study  these 
in  th e ir  co nstan tly  developing beauty and harm ony, in te re st 
would be excited afresh  a t every advance, and M asonry would 
be s tud ied  as a m oral science, w h ilst i t  was also adm ired  and 
loved as a  brotherhood of un iversa l benevolence.

I desired and intended to offer a  few suggestions upon some 
o ther subjects, bu t the  lim its  of th is  address have already 
been extended fa r th e r  th an  w as an ticipated . In  conclusion, 
i t  is m y privilege to rep o rt to you, th a t  no th in g  has occurred 
w ith in  my knowledge, to d istu rb  the  harm ony th a t  p revails 
th roug hou t your ju risd iction . May no successor of m ine have 
cause ever to report otherw ise. “Peace be w ith in  the  walls, 
and prosperity  w ith in  the palaces” of Royal A rch M asonry!

One who has stood upon some lofty  sum m it, above th e  m ists 
and the  clouds, w ith  b r ig h t heavens overhead, and the  unob­
scured sun in th e  firm am ent, an d  looked down upon th e  storm  
below, rag in g  around  the  m ountain  sides, has w itnessed a 
fa in t em blem  of M asonry. W h ilst we m a in ta in  our streng th , 
w hich is harm ony, we can assem ble w ith in  these w alls, and 
hear, w ith o u t alarm , the  tem pest-k ing d is tu rb in g  th e  elem ents 
of th e  world. And, although  the  w indows of our house m ay 
som etim es be shaken, and its  tim bers moved, ye t we know 
th a t  its  foundations are  secure, deeply laid  in  th e  w ants of
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hum anity . Convened in  a  such place, as com panions, “bound 
by an indissoluble chain  of sincere affection,” le t us no t en­
gage in  our labors w ith  lukew arm ness, indifference, or neg­
lect. B an ish ing  discord and confusion, le t us endeavor to 
illu s tra te , by our conduct, feelings, and m otives, th e  characte r 
of tru e  R oyal A rch  Masons— com bining friendship, union, 
fervency, and pu rity . ' And le t us th us  spend these  hou rs to­
gether, th a t  w hen our labors shall be finished, and we pass 
from  th is  room  to  sep ara te  fo r our respective hom es, th e  last 
expressed w ish of each h e a r t fo r R oyal A rch M asonry, will 
be “for m y b re th ren  and com panions’ sake, peace be w ith  
thee.”

D a v id  C l o p t o n .

On motion of Companion James L. Price, the 
address of the M. E. Grand High Priest, was re­
ferred to the appropriate committee, when raised.

The following communication from Companion 
A. S. Pfister, with the accompanying report of the 
account of the late Grand Secretary, Amand P. 
Pfister, was presented hy Companion Thomas 
Welsh, and referred to the Committee on Accounts:

M ontgom ery, Dec. 7, 1857,
To the Most E xcellent Or and Chapter of A labam a:

I deem it  proper, and respectfu lly  beg leave to  com m unicate 
to you the  circum stances w hich brought m e in connection w ith  
some of th e  tran sac tio n s  of th e  G rand C hapter in  re la tio n  to 
the  duties of the  la te  G rand Secretary, p rio r and to  the  tim e 
of th e  appoin tm ent of th e  p resen t incum bent of th a t  office.

In  respect to  the  Proceedings of your la s t an nual session, 
I  need only say th a t  th e  pecu liar circum stances w hich attended 
th e ir  pub lication  rendered  them  inaccurate .

I was in s tru c ted  by th e  la te  G rand Secretary , to tra n sm it 
copies of th e  Proceedings to  the  subord ina te  C hapters, and 
to  the  S ister G rand C hapters, a t as ea rly  a period a fte r  th e ir  
publication  as w as possible. T h a t du ty  I have perform ed.
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I beg leave to p resen t th e  accom panying R eports, show ing 

th e  am ounts of m oneys due the  G rand C hapter, from  th e  hands 
of th e  la te  G rand  Secretary, th e  am ounts of w hich a re  the  
resu lt of a  care fu l investigation  of the  books and accounts 
le ft in  m y possession, and w hich date from  th e  rep o rt of 
the  C om m ittee on F inance, m ade a t  the  las t G rand Convoca­
tion.

In  p resen tin g  these R eports, i t  is m y desire th a t  they  be 
subm itted  to investig ation—as your w isdom  m ay d ic tate—th a t 
th e  record of th e ir  accuracy m ay serve as a  testim ony of the 
sa tis fac tio n  of the  G rand C hapter, and also to th e  o ther p a r­
ties  in terested .

I rem ain, fra te rn a lly ,
A m a n d t u s b  S. P f i s t e r .

AMAND P. PFISTE R, late Grand Secretary, in account w ith  
the M. E. Grand Chapter of Alabama.

D r .
1856.

Dec. To am ount in  th e  hands of th e  Secretary, as  re ­
ported  by th e  Com m ittee on Finance, for
1856, v iz :
B aianec of Contingent F un d  of 1856________ $ 613 00
C ontribution of S ubordinate C hapters, 1856  435 00

1857.
Dec. To am t. of B ack D ues since la s t repo rt of 1856 136 00

1,184 00
C o n t r a  C r .

1856.
Dec. By Thos. M cDougall’s G. S., bill services, 1856_$ 9 00

1857.
By ap propria tion  fo r Secre tary’s sa la ry — ,  250 00
By p rin ting  Proceedings ______________________ 60 00
By postage account, Thos. W elsh  ___________  14 82
By Chas. Moore, fo r M asonic M agazine________  5 00
B y cash paid  L. Fellows, fo r p resen ta tion  Jew el 100 00
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By bill fo r s ta tio n e ry --------------------------- ----  21 25
By appropriation , Thos. M cDougall, G. Sentinel 20 00
By balance pa id  G rand T re a su re r-------------- -—  703 93

1,184 00
BACK DUES.

No. 11, Phoenix  _______ $ 6 50|No. 41, W ashington — $11 00
27, D ayton 16 00 42, Moscow 12 50
28, St. John’s 13 00 59, B ladon S p rin g s. 10 50
29, E ureka 7 50 60, H iram 12 00
34, H erm on 17 50 64, C entral 15 00
37, Concord 14 50

$136 00

The Grand Secretary made his report, and it was 
referred to the Committee on A ccounts:

GRAND SECRETARY’S R EPO RT.
G rand S ecre tary’s Office, Dec. 8, 1857.

I t  affords m e m uch p leasu re to repo rt tha t, so fa r  as R oyal 
Arch M asonry h as come u nd er m y observation, d u ring  the 
la s t  M asonic year, i t  appears to  be in  a  h ea lthy  condition, a l­
though  I have no new C hapters to report.

Since th e  la s t A nnual Convocation, th e  M. E. Am and P. 
Pfister, fo r m any years the  beloved and efficient G rand Secre­
ta ry  of th is  G rand C hapter, has deceased. He expired a t  his 
residence in th is  place, on the  28th of Jan u a ry  last, a fte r 
a  long illness. Of his w orth  as a  m an, a s  a  Mason, a s  a  citizen, 
as a  C hristian , and as a noble-hearted ph ilan th ro p is t, I need 
n o t speak—w herever th e  nam e of Am and P. Pfister is  known, 
it  is know n as th e  synonym of all th a t  is kind, and  gentle, 
and charitable, and hum ane.

My ap po in tm en t as G rand Secretary, bears date on th e  19th 
of F eb ru ary  last.
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Since th e  las t G rand Convocation, I have received re tu rn s  

from  Lebanon C hapter, No. 57, and also the  dues, am oun ting  
to  $9.50.

All of w hich is fra te rn a lly  subm itted.
D a n ’l  S a y k e , G rand Secretary.

DANIEL SAYRE, Grand Secretary, in account w ith  the M. E. 
Grand Chapter of Alabama.

M arch 10, 1857. Cash received from  Lebanon C hapter
No. 57 ___________________________________  $9 50

D a n i e l  S a y b e , G rand Secretary.

The Grand Treasurer made his report, and it was 
referred to the Committee on A ccounts:

GRAND T R E A S U R ER ’S R EPORT.
E. M. HASTINGS, Grand Treasurer, in  account w ith  M. E. 

Grand Chapter of Alabama.
1856. D b .

Dec. 2. To balance on hand  th is  d ay____________ $ 107 77
1857.

Dec. 8. To cash from  A. P. Pfister, la te  G rand  Sec­
re ta ry , by the  hands of A. S. P fister  703 93

$808 70
1856. C b .

Dec. 6. By paid  ap pro priation  to  G rand Sentinel,
(voucher 1) _____________________________ $ 20 00

1857.
Nov. 19. By paid ap propriation  to G rand  T reasu rer,

(voucher 2)   50 00
Dec. 8. By balance on han d ___________________ 738 70

$808 70
E . M. H a s t i n g s , G rand  T reasurer. 

Montgomery, Dec. 8, 1857.
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The Grand High Priest appointed the following  
COM M ITTEES.

On Accounts—Jam es A. M iller, J. B. H arrison , Jam es A. 
W hitaker.

On Chartered Chapters, No. 1—W illiam  H. N orris, M. W. D a­
vis, W illis T yner, John  R. Clark.

On Chartered Chapters, No. 2—W. M. T urner, Sam uel Col- 
ta r t ,  W illiam  L ittle , Dem psey H arrison , C. W. H are.

On Petitions and M emorials—Lewis B. Thornton, Jam es Cun­
ningham , M. C. B lanchard , Isaac  W. Suttle, H enry  W hitaker.

Companion S. A. M. Wood, from the Committee 
appointed to procure a Jewel for Companion W il­
liam A. Ferrell, P. G. H. P. of this Grand Chapter, 
made the following report, and it  was received and 
concurred i n :

The com m ittee appointed to  procure a  su itab le  jewel, to 
be presented to P. G. H. P. W illiam  A. F erre ll, as a  token of 
the h igh  estim ation  in  w hich he is he ld  by th is  G rand C hapter, 
beg leave to  rep o rt th a t  they have procured a  jewel, and as 
Com panion F erre ll is  no t p resent, they recom m end th a t it 
be sen t to the  C hapter to w hich he belongs, by its  Scribe now 
here, fo r presentation.

S. A. M. W ood, C hairm an.

A petition from Midway Chapter, No. 03, pray­
ing for its removal from Midway to Clayton, and a. 
change of name, was received and referred to the 
Committee on Petitions and Memorials.

The E. Deputy Grand High Priest appointed the 
following committee on the Address of the M. E. 
Grand High P r ie s t:

Companions Jam es L. Price, W illiam  P. Chilton, Lew is B. 
T hornton.
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A communication was received from the Grand 

Royal Arch Chapter of Canada, and referred to a 
special committee, consisting of Companions W il­
liam P. Chilton, John R. Clark, and S. A. M. Wood.

And then the Grand Chapter was called from 
labor to refreshment until to-morrow afternoon, at 
3 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment 
to labor, at 3 o’clock, P. M., the M. E. David Clop- 
ton, Grand High Priest, presiding; the other offi­
cers at their stations.

The Minutes were read and approved.
The Companions then proceeded to the election 

of Grand officers, for the ensuing Masonic year, 
and the result was as fo llow s:
M. E. D a v id  C l o p t o n , o f  T u s k e g e e ,  G. H. P.
M. E. S. A. M. W o o d , of Florence, D. G. H. P.
R. E . H. P. W a t s o n , of M ontgomery, G . K.
R. E . R. D . H u c k a b e e , of Greensboro, G. S.
R . E .  E . M. H a s t i n g s , of M ontgomery, G . T reasurer.
R. E . D a n i e l  S a y b e , of M ontgomery, G rand Secretary.
R. E. and R e v . M o s e s  P a d g e t t , of M idway, G. Chaplain.
E. L. B. T h o r n t o n , of Tuscum bia, ,J I  \  1 n  I f ,

E. G e o . D. J o h n s t o n , of M arion, [
E. T h o m a s  M cD o u g a l l , of M ontgomery, G. Sentinel.

The M. E. Grand High Priest made the following  
appointm ents:

W e d n e s d a y ,  December 9, 1857.

G. M arshals.
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E. J. B a u s m a n  D u k e , of Cahaba, G rand  C. H.
E. , G rand P. S.
E. , G. R. A. C.
E. S. D. Moorer, B ragg’s Store, G. M. 3rd  V.
E . E. F. Betts, M adison Station, G. M. 2d V.
E . J. J . H avis, Oak Bowery, G. M. 1st V.

The Grand Secretary reported the following  
Chapters as delinquent:
No. 1, Tuscaloosa, No. 45, Dadeville, fo r 1856-7.

14, Leighton, fo r 1856-7. 46, Jerusalem .
15, H ayneville, fo r 1856-7. 48, McKinley, for 1856.
18, Jam estow n, fo r 1856. 50, Sum terville.
29, E ureka. 54, T yrian , fo r 1856.
40, Camden, fo r 1856-7. 57, Lebanon.
42, Auburn.

Companion Shelton offered the following resolu­
tion, and it was adopted:

Resolved, T h a t a  com m ittee of th ree  be appointed to revise 
the  C onstitution, and report a t  th e  n ex t Convocation of the  
G rand C hapter.

And the M. E. appointed the following Commit­
tee :

Companions II. S. Shelton, J . W. Lenoir, and H. P. W atson.

Companion W illiam  H. Norris, offered the fol­
lowing resolution, and it  was adopted:

Resolved, T h a t a ll C hapters delinquent a t  th is  Convocation, 
have 90 days to send up re tu rn s  and dues.

On motion of Companion S. F. Hale, it was or­
dered that the Grand officers be installed to-morrow 
morning at 8 o’clock.
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And then the Grand Chapter was called from la­

bor to refreshment until to-morrow morning at 8 
o’clock.

T h u r s d a y  M o r n in g ,  Dec. 10, 1857.
The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment 

to labor at 8 o’clock, the M. E. David Clopton, 
Grand High Priest, presiding; the other officers at 
their stations.

The Minutes were read and approved.
The Grand Chapter then proceeded to the in­

stallation of the Grand officers, the M. E. W illiam  
P. Chilton, P. G. H. P., officiating.

And then the Grand Chapter was called from 
labor to refreshment, until 3 o’clock, P. M.

T h u r s d a y  E v e n in g , December 10, 1857.
The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment 

to labor, at 3 o’clock, the M. E. Grand High Priest 
presiding; the other officers at their stations.

The minutes were read and approved.
The Grand High Priest appointed the following

COM M ITTEE ON FO R EIG N  CORRESPONDENCE
S. A. M. W ood, Florence.
J o h n  R .  C l a r k , J a c k s o n v i l l e .
S. F. H a l e , E utaw .
J a m e s  A. M i l l e r , Mobile.
G e o r g e  D. J o h n s t o n , M arion.
12 GC
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Companion W. M. Turner, made the following  
report, from the Committee on Chartered Chapters, 
No. 2, and it was received and concurred in:

The Com m ittee, No. 2, on C hartered  C hapters, to whom  was 
referred  reports  from  subordinates, have exam ined th e  same, 
and beg leave to m ake th e  follow ing repo rt:

T he following R eports a re  generally  correct, though in  some 
of them  we find some s lig h t errors, such as nu m bering  P. M. 
as mem bers, reco rd ing  the  nam es of d im itted  and dead in  th e  
sam e colum n w ith  ac tual m em bers, &c.:
No. 37, Concord, No. 54, T yrian ,

40, Camden, 56, Zerubbabel,
41, W ashington, 60, H iram ,
43, Tusltegee, 61, Signet,
52, Allenton, 62, Rockford,

R usseli, No. 65; C entral 64; C linton, No. 9—no dues, and 
no seal.

B ladon Springs, No. 59—Over-pays dues, one do lla r and 
fifty cents, charg ing  for th ree  d im itted  m em bers.

Jam es L. D aniel, No. 35—R eports for two years; some un im ­
po rtan t errors.

Midway, No. 63—H as no seal; o therw ise correct.
Choctaw, No. 44—Over-pays dues fifty cents; nam es of di­

m itted  and dead in  the  sam e colum n w ith  th e  m em bers; and 
officers im properly  arranged.

Uchee, No. 53; Suggsville, No. 55; H artw ell, No. 58—T hese 
C hapters have exalted a less num ber th a n  th ree , a t  one and 
th e  sam e time.

All of w hich is respectfu lly  and F ra te rn a lly  subm itted .
W i n g u i t  M. T u b n e r , C hairm an.

Companion W. M. Turner made the following  
report from the Committee on Chartered Chapters* 
No. 2, and it was received and concurred i n :
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The Com m ittee, No. 2, on C hartered  C hapters, to whom  was 

referred  th e  P etition  of sundry  com panions a t  F arrio rv ille , in 
P ike county, p ray ing  fo r a  D ispensation to estab lish  a  new 
C hapter a t  said place, have had th e  sam e un d er consideration. 
They find the P etitio n  signed by fifteen com panions, and recom ­
m ended by th e  n earest C hapter to them . They th e re fo re  rec­
ommend th a t  th e  p raye r of the  pe titioners  be g ran ters.

W i n g u i t  M. T u r n e r , C hairm an.

Companion W illiam  H. Norris, from the Com­
mittee on Chartered Chapters, No. 1, made the fol­
lowing report, and it was received and concurred 
in :

The Com m ittee on C hartered  C hapters, No. 1, beg leave to 
report th a t  they  have exam ined the  following re turns, and find 
them  correct, to -w it:

5, E unom ia C hapter, No. 24,
6, Cyrus C hapter, 25,

10, Tuscum bia C hapter, 28,
11, Phoenix C hapter, 30,
12, M arion C hapter, 31,
17, W etum pka C hapter, 32,
18, Jam estow n C hapter, 33,
19, Mt. M oriah Chapter. 34,
21, Mobile C hapter, 48,
22, M ontgomery C hapter, 49,49, Hope Chapter.

Monroe, No. 4—Does no t show7 any d a te  of Presiding, Ac­
cepting, or E xalting . C orrect in o the r respects.

Union, No. 26—The g rade of officers m isplaced, and the  
nam es of dim itted  and suspended are placed w ith  the  nam es 
of th e  m em bers.

All of w hich is m ost respectfully  subm itted.
W i l l i a m  H. N o r r i s , C hairm an.
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Companion Lewis B. Thornton offered the fol­
lowing resolution, and it was adopted:

R esolved , T h a t a  com m ittee he appointed to  procure a su it­
able Jewel, to be p resented  to  the  M. E. W illiam  P. Chilton, 
P. G. H. P., as a  token of th e  esteem  and rega rd  of th is  G rand 
C hapter fo r him , as its  P a s t G rand P res id ing  Officer.

And the M. E. Grand High I’riest appointed the 
following committee: Companions E. M. H ast­
ings, Daniel Sayre, and Thos. Welsh.

Companion Jam es L. Price, from the Special 
Committee on the Grand High Priest’s Address, 
made the following report, and it was received and 
concurred in, and the resolutions adopted:

Your Com m ittee, to whom  was refe rred  th e  eloquent and able 
address of the  Most E xcellent G rand H igh P ries t, a f te r  its 
carefu l and thorough  exam ination , find th a t it  alludes to  m any 
subjects of g rea t in te re st to us, as Royal A rch M asons, bu t 
reg re t th e ir  inab ility , from  w ant of tim e and th e  necessary  
inform ation, to tre a t them  m uch m ore sa tisfac to ry  th a n  is 
done in  the address itself. We h ea rtily  endorse the  eulogy 
upon th e  characte r of our deceased G rand Secretary , and th e  
recom m endation of the Most Excellent, th a t th is  G rand Chap­
te r adopt some su itab le  mode for the  expression of our re ­
gard  for h is  m em ory, our affliction a t the  bereavem ent, and 
condolence w ith, h is widow; b u t are  unable to suggest any 
o the r mode th a n  the  passage of a su itab le  resolution , and the 
p resen ta tion , 'by th is  G rand C hapter, to th e  widow, of some 
su itab le  testim onial.

Your Com m ittee also fu lly  endorse th e  views of th e  address, 
in reference to  the  appointm ent by the  G rand L ectu rer, of a 
Deputy G rand L ec tu re r; b u t believing tha t, a f te r  th is  expres­
sion of opinion, no such appoin tm ent w ill again  be made, do 
no t deem i t  necessary  to advise any fu r th e r  action on the  
p a rt of th is  G rand body.
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In  reference to  the  am endm ent proposed by th e  G eneral 

G rand C hapter, your C om m ittee can only say  th a t, in  th e ir  
opinion, the  P as t M aster’s Degree is no m ore th an  the  in s ta lla ­
tion  cerem ony of the  M aster, and ought no t to  belong to the 
C hapter d eg rees : th e  sam e m ay be said  of the  M ark and Most 
E xcellent degrees, bu t these a re  subjects too complex an d  im­
p o rtan t to  be hastily  decided; and your C om m ittee would 
recom m end th a t they be especially referred  to the  Com m ittee 
on F oreign  Correspondence, w ith  instruction s' th a t  these ques­
tions be carefu lly  exam ined and reported  on a t  th e  nex t an n u ­
al Convocation of th is  G rand body, so th a t  your rep resen ta­
tion  to  the  nex t convocation of th e  General Grand C hapter 
m ay be d istinctly  in s tru c ted  how to ac t in reference to them . 
T he w an t of uniform ity  in  th e  work, to  w hich th e  address 
refers, is m uch to be reg re tted ; bu t your Com m ittee find them ­
selves u tte rly  unable to recom m end any efficient rem edy, but 
would suggest th a t the Most E xcellent G rand H igh P ries t be 
requested to prepare a m em orial, on the  subject, w hich shall 
be presented  by your delegate, to  th e  nex t G eneral G rand 
C hapter.

Your C om m ittee reg re t to  be forced to th e  conclusion, th a t 
the  subordinate C hapters under th is  ju risd iction , a re  so lam en­
tab ly  deficient in the  w ork, b u t can suggest no o th e r rem edy 
th an  to  u rge upon you r G rand L ec tu re rs  g rea te r a tten tio n  to 
th e ir  du ties; and, upon the  officers of the subord ina te  C hapters 
g rea te r ac tiv ity  and zeal.

In  conclusion, you r C om m ittee would recom m end the  pub­
lication, w ith  th e  published proceedings, of th e  address of the 
Most E xcellent G rand H igh P riest, and would com m end it  to 
the  carefu l perusal and study  of all Royal A rch Masons, as 
i t  contains m any valuable and in te re stin g  suggestions, to  w hich 
your Com m ittee have n o t m ade special allusion.

Y our Com m ittee propose th e  adoption of th e  follow ing resolu­
tion ;

Resolved, T h a t in  th e  la te  Am and P. Pfister, th is  G rand  Chap­
te r  recognized a  Mason, “well form ed, true , an d  tru s ty ,” and has, by his death, suffered an  irreparab le  lo s s ; language can 
b u t fa in tly  p o rtray  his v irtu es  or our sorrow.
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Resolved, T h a t a  copy of th is  resolution he sen t to  his widow, 
w ith  assurances of the  sym pathy and condolence of th is  G rand C hapter.Resolved, T h a t two hundred do lla rs  be, an d  is hereby ap­
propria ted  by th e  G rand  C hapter, fo r th e  purchase of some suitable testim onial, of silver, to  be properly  inscribed, and 
presented  to the  widow of ou r deceased la te  G rand Secretary, 
A. P. Pfister, an d  th a t  a  com m ittee of th ree  be appointed, by 
th e  G rand H igh P riest, to  c a rry  ou t th e  provisions of th is  res­
olution.A ll of w hich is respec tfu lly  subm itted.

J a m e s  L. P r i c e , C hairm an.

And the Grand High Priest appointed the fol­
lowing committee: James L. Price, E. M. H ast­
ings, and James A. Miller.

Companion Jefferson Falkner offered the follow­
ing resolution, and it was adopted:

Resolved, T h a t the  G rand S ecre tary  be in s tru c ted  to  collect 
a ll the  stan d in g  resolutions of th is  G rand C hapter, from  its 
organ ization  to  the  presen t tim e, th a t  a re  now in  force, and 
have them  published w ith  th e  proceedings.

On motion of Companion H. S. Shelton, Compan­
ions David Clopton and Jam es L. Price were added 
to the Committee on the Revision of the Consti­
tution.

And then the Grand Chapter was called from la­
bor to refreshment until to-morrow afternoon, at 3 
o’clock.

F r i d a y  A f t e r n o o n , ,  Dec. 11, 1857.
The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment 

to labor, at 3 o’clock, P. M., the M. F. David Clop­
ton, Grand High Priest, presiding; the other offi­
cers at their stations.
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The Minutes were read and approved.
Companion B. J. Harrison offered the following  

resolution, and it was adopted:
Resolved, T h a t th e  G rand C hapter refund  to C entral C hap­

te r, No. 64, th e  sum  of seven 50-100 dollars, being th e  am ount 
over-paid, fo r dues, by th a t  C hapter, in  1856.

Companion W. P. Chilton, from the Select Com­
mittee, to whom was referred a communication 
from the Grand Chapter of Canada, made the fol­
lowing report, and it was received and concurred i n :

The Select Com m ittee, to whom w as referred; a  com m unica­
tion  from  th e  G rand Royal A rch C hapter of C anada, have had 
th e  sam e und er consideration, and in s tru c t m e to  r e p o r t :

T h a t i t  is w ith  th e  h ig h est degree of sa tisfaction , we w it­
ness a  disposition, on th e  p a r t  of th e  G rand C hapter of Can­
ada, recen tly  established there , as m anifested  by the  com m uni­
cation refe rred  to us, to  in te rchang e friend ly  gree ting  w ith 
th is  G rand C hapter; and your Com m ittee recom m end th e  pas­
sage of the  follow ing resolutions in  reference to  said com­
m unication  :

1. T h a t th e  G rand C hapte r of th e  S ta te  of A labam a does m ost cheerfully  recognize and  fu lly  em brace her sister, the  G rand C hapter of Canada, and  h eartily  approves th e  disposi­
tion  m anifested  to  produce un iform ity  o f w ork in C hapter M a­sonry.

2. T h a t th e  G rand S ecre tary  of th is  G rand C hapter, in  be­
ha lf of sa id  G rand C hapter, acknowledge th e  receip t of the  com m unication from  th e  G rand  C hap ter of C anada, and  fo r­w ard  a  copy of these  resolutions w ith  F ra te rn a l G reetings from  th is  G rand Body.All of w hich is respectfu lly  subm itted.

W . P. C h i l t o n , C hairm an,

Companion H. P. W atson moved that the follow ­
ing appropriations be made, and it was so ordered:
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T ha t the  sum  of Six H undred  D ollars be set ap art, in  the 
hands of the  G rand Secretary , as a  con tingent fund  fo r the  en­
su ing  year.

T h a t th e  sum  of Two H u ndred  and F if ty  D ollars he paid 
to  the  G rand Secretary, fo r h is  services d u ring  th e  p a st year.

T ha t the  sum  of F if ty  D ollars he paid  to  th e  G rand T reas­
u rer, for h is  services d u rin g  the past year.

T h a t th e  sum  of T w enty D ollars be paid  to th e  G rand Sen­
tine l, for h is services du ring  the  p resen t Convocation.

T h a t the sum  of One H undred  D ollars be ap pro pria ted  by 
th is  G rand C hapter, to  aid, w ith  such sum s as m ay be ap­
p ropriated  by th e  G rand Lodge an d  th e  G rand Council, fo r 
ren tin g  a su itable office for the  Books, P ap ers  and Archives, 
of the  several G rand M asonic bodies, and fo r the  G rand Sec­
re tary , and the  Com m ittees of th is  G rand C hapter.

Companion Jam es A. Miller, from the Commit­
tee on Accounts, presented the following report, 
and it  was received and concurred i n :

The C om m ittee on Accounts beg leave to m ake th e  follow ing 
report:

W e have exam ined the  account of the la te  G rand Secretary, 
Am and P. Pfister, w hich we find co rrec t; also th e  presen t 
G rand Secretary , D aniel Sayre, w hich is  also correct.

We also find, upon exam ination , th e  account of the  Grand 
T reasu re r correct.

We find in the hands of th e  G rand T reasurer, a  balance of 
seven hun d red  and th irty -e ig h t 70-100 dollars; also, in  th e  
hands of th e  p resen t G rand Secretary , n ine 50-100 dollars,— 
m aking, in  all, th e  sum  of seven hun dred  and forty-eight 
20-100 dollars.

A ll of w hich is respec tfu lly  subm itted .
J a m e s  A. M i l l e r , C hairm an.

Companion L. B. Thornton offered the following  
preamble and resolutions, and they were adopted;
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W hereas, The G rand Lodge of A labam a has resolved to  p u r­

chase a  copy of the  U niversal M asonic L ib rary  for each sub­
ord ina te  Lodge, and w hereas i t  is proper and ju s t th a t  th is  
G rand C hapter should bear a' portion  of said  expense, in  as 
m uch as th e  subordinate C hapters w ili also have th e  benefit of 
said books; therefo re  be it  Resolved:

1st. T ha t th is  G rand C hapter appropriate  the  sum  of two 
thousand  dollars, fo r the  purch ase  of the  U niversal M asonic 
L ib rary  for th e  use of th e  subord ina te  C hapters under its 
ju risd iction .

2d. T h a t said  sum be paid  in  th ree  an nual installm ents to 
th e  G rand Secretary  of th e  G rand Lodge, by th e  G rand T reas­
urer, and upon the  order of said G rand Secretary , upon the 
delivery of the books in the  city  of M ontgomery.

3d. T h a t said m oney is ap propriated  fo r th e  purpose of m ak­
ing a  jo in t purchase of said  books, for the  jo in t use of those 
subord ina te  Lodges and subordinate C hapters, w hich m eet at 
th e  sam e place.

STANDING COM M ITTEES.

COM M ITTEE FOE KEVISING T H E  CON STITUTIO N .

H. S. Shelton, of Pickensville. J . W. Lenoir, of Lowndesboro. 
H. P. W atson, of M ontgom ery.David Clopton, of Tuskegee. 

Jam es L. Price, Uniontown.
COM M ITTEE ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

S. A. M. Wood, of Florence. John R. C lark, of Jacksonville. 
Jam es  A. M iller, of Mobile. S. F. Hale, of Eutaw .

George D. Johnston, of M arion.
C O M M ITTEE TO PROCURE A JE W E L  FOR P . G. H . P .,  W M . P . CH ILTO N .

E. M. H astings, of M ontgomery. D aniel Sayre, of Montgomery. 
T hom as W elsh, of Montgomery.
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CO M M ITTEE TO PROCURE M EM O RIA L FOR M RS. A. P . PFISTE R .

Jam es L. Price, of Uniontown. E. M. H astings, M ontgomery. 
Jam es A. M iiler, of Mobile.

And then the M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
of the State of Alabama was closed in Ample Form.

D a v i d  C l o p t o n ,  G. H. P.
D a n i e l  S a y r e ,  Grand Secretary.

GRAND .OFFICERS FO R  1858.
M. E. D a v i d  C l o p t o n , o f  Tuskegee, G. H. P.

E. S. A. M. W ood , of Florence, D. G. H. P.
E. H. P. W a t s o n , of M ontgomery, G. K.
E. R. D. H u c k a b e e , of Greensboro, G. S.
E. E. M. H a s t i n g s , o f  Montgomery, G rand  T reasurer.
E. D a n i e l  S a y r e , of M ontgomery, G rand Secretary.
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GQOA
j Chapters, Locations. Counties. H igh P riests. Secretaries.

1 Tuscaloosa,
2 Ex,
3 Ex,
4 Monroe, Claiborne, Monroe, R. C. Torrey, W. q . Sowell,
5 Eunom ia, H untsville, Madison, Sam uel C oltart. John Yeatm an.
6 Cyrus, Florence, L auderdale, W illiam  B. Wood, S. A. M. Wood.
7 Ex,
8 Ex,
9 Clinton, Athens, Limestone, John  T urren tine, R obert W. Figg.

10 Tuscum bia, Tuscum bia, F rank lin , Sam uel M. Green, John  N. Green.
11 Phoenix, Greensboro, Greene, F. M. Peterson, W illiam  K err.
]2 M arion, M arion, P erry , Geo. D. Johnston, J. L. Lockwood.
13 Ex,
14
15 Del. 2 years,
16 JUX,
17 W etum pka, W etum pka, Coosa, W illiam  A. Allen, Wm. T. H atchett.
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mO£
C hapters, Locations. Counties.

18 Jam estow n, W arsaw , Sum ter,
19 M ount M oriah, Clinton, Greene,
20 Ex,
21 Mobile, Mobile, Mobile,
22 Montgomery, M ontgomery, Montgomery,
23 Ex,
24 E ufau la , E ufau la , B arbour,
25 C ourtland, C ourtland, Lawrence,
26 Union, Uniontown, P erry ,
27 D ayton, Dayton, Marengo,
28 S ain t Johns, Selma, D allas,
29 E ureka, Lowndesboro, Lowndes,
30 Jam es Penn, Jacksonville, Calhoun,
31 P erfec t F rien d s’p Benton, Lowndes,
32 Fulton, Fulton, D allas,
33 A utauga, A utaugaville, A utauga,
34 Herm on, Union Springs, Macon,

OF T H E  GRAND C H A P TE R  OF ALABAMA £

High P riests. Secretaries.

Seth L ittle, J . B. Meek.
Dempsey H arrison , B. T. H igginbotham

Jam es W ilkins, Jam es A. Miller.
H. P. W atson, T hom as W elsh.

W illiam  A. Fenn, Joh n  Black.
Joseph C. B aker, J. H. Lorance.
Jam es L. P rice, Jam es G. Hudson.
Syd. Smith, Enos Rogers.
John M. Strong, W. W addill.
C. C. H ow ard, A. J. Caffey.
John  R. C lark, Wm. H. Forney.
Stephen Ives, I. Lyon.
W illiam  H. N orris, W. R. Smyly.
A. C. Taylor, A. W. McNeel.
Thos. L. McGowen, Jo hn  J. P itts .
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35 Jam es L. D aniel
36 Pickensville,
37 Concord,
38 Ex,
39 Ex,
40 Camden,
41 W ashington,
42 Del. 2 years.
43 Tuskegee,
44 Choctaw,
45 Del. 2 years,
46 Jerusalem ,
47 Ex.
48 McKinley,
49 Hope,
50 Sum terville,
51 Ex,
52 Allenton,
53 Uchee,
54 T yrian ,
55 Suggsville,
56 Zerubbabel,
57 Lebanon,

Glennville,
Pickensville,
L afayette ,

Camden,
Summerlield,

Tuskegee,
B utler,

New Prospect,

McKinley,
Bridgeville,
Sum terville,

Allenton,
Uchee,
Troy,
Suggsville,
Oakbowery,
Lebanon,

B arbour,
Pickens,
Cham bers,

Wilcox,
D allas,

Macon,
Choctaw,

Greene,

Marengo,
Pickens,
Sum ter,

Wilcox,
Russell,
Pike,
Clarke,
Chambers,
DeKalb,

A. C. M itchell,
H. S. Shelton, 
Jafferson  F alkner,

S. G. Cochran,
B. J. H arrison ,

D avid Clopton,
W. W. Lang,

W. A. F errell,

S. B. Jackson,
E. R. Shipm an,
L. II. Anderson,

J. G. Bythew.ood, 
M. W. Davis, 
A lfred  N. W orthy, 
Sam uel Coale,
J. J . H avis,
S. K. M cSpadden,

W inguit M. T urner. 
W. H. T errell. 
Jam es S. M itchell.

D aniel W. Block.
C. N. Briggs.

D aniel Sayre.
W. E. W arren .

J. K. E llio tt.

Jam es G. Kelly.
T. B. G ardner.
W. G. Myers.

J. S. Jones.
Thom as M. W alton. 
Joel D. M urphree. 
Sam uel Forwood.
J. M. Kennedy.
W. J. H aralson.



R E G IS T E R  OF C H A PTER S U N DER T H E  JU R IS D IC T IO N  O F T H E  GRAND C H A P TE R  O F ALABAMA. £

05Oy
C hapters, Locations, Counties, H igh P riests, Secretaries.

58 H artw ell, C ahaba, D allas, John  A. Lodor, Isaac  W. Lenoir.
59 B ladon Springd, B ladon Springs, Choctaw, B. D. T urner, A. H . H utchinson.
60 H iram , B ragg’s Store, Lownues, S. D. Moorer, R. D. H unter.
61 Signet, Society Hill, Macon, Thom as F. F lournoy J. M. Jones.
62 Rockford, Rockford, Coosa, W illiam  G arre tt, George E. B rew er.
63 M idway, M idway, B arbour, Moses' P adgett, J . C. P. Kennym ore.
64 C entral, M ontevallo, Shelby, A. W. Hawley, T. B. M iller.
65 R ussell, Stevenson, Jackson, A. A. R ussel', A. C. A ustin.
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STANDING RESOLUTIO NS OF T H E  GRAND CHAPTER.

Convocation of 1847.—T h a t th e  refunding  to candidates for 
degrees a portion of the  fees established by th e  G rand Chap­
ter, thereby  avoiding the  co nstitu tional provision regula ting  
the same, is a violation of th e  sp ir it of th e  C onstitution.

Convocation of 1851.—T h a t all persons a re  prohib ited  from  
Lecturing in  th e  subordinate C hapters in  th e  S ta te  of A la­
bam a, on the  degrees of R oyal Arch M asonry, unless they  be 
m em bers of a  subordinate C hapter in  the  State, o r au thorized  
by th e  G rand C hapter so to do.

Convocation of 1852.—T h a t he reafte r no w a rra n t of D ispen­
sation  to  form  a  new C hapter under th e  ju risd ic tion  of th is  
G rand  C hapter, shall be recomm ended by any subordinate 
Chapter, un til such subordinate C hapter is fu lly  satisfied th a t  
none of th e  pe titioners a re  m embers of any o ther C hapter, and 
which fac t m ust be certified in the  recom m endation.

Convocation of 1852.—T h a t i t  is deemed inexpedient by th is  
G rand  C hapter to  g ran t D ispensations fo r any new C hapter 
w ith in  tw enty  m iles of any other C hapter, provided, th a t  th is  
resolution shall not apply to  cities.

Convocation of 1853.—T h a t expulsion or suspension from  a 
Lodge of M aster M asons opera tes as  expulsion or suspension 
from  all the  privileges of Royal Arch Masonry.

Convocation of 1853.—T hat th is  G rand C hapter does not 
approve of subordinate C hapters E xaltin g  less th an  T hree a t 
the sam e time.

Convocation of 1856.—T h a t a  standing Com m ittee on W ork 
be appointed, of w hich the  G rand L ectu re r shall be C hairm an, 
whose du ty  it shall be to rep o rt the  w ork and lectures to  th is  
G rand C hapter, on or before W ednesday of each of its Annual 
Convocation. And when said  w ork and lectures a re  adopted, 
the G rand L ectu re r shall, in his v isits  to  subordinate Chap­
ters, in s tru c t them  in th e  same.




