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PROCEEDINGS.

T h e  M. E . G r a n d  C h a p t e r  o f  Alabama held its 
Annual Convocation commencing Tuesday the 5th 
day of December, A. D., 1854, R. A. M., 2384.

M. E. Wm. H e n d r ix , (P . G. H. P .) Grand H. Priest, pro tem.
E. M. W. D a v is , (G. K .) Dep. G. H. Priest, pro tem.
E. .T. M cC a l e b  W i l e y , (P. D. G. H. P .) Gr. King, pro tem. 
E. J .  R. C l a r k , (P. G. K .) Grand Scribe, pro tem.
E . A m a n d  P .  P f is t e r , Grand Secretary.
E. E. M. H a s t i n g s , Grand Treasurer.
E. R ev . M o s e s  P a d g e t t , G. Chaplain, pro tem.
E. D. H a r t w e l l , Grand Lecturer, pro tem.
E. W. A . F e r r e l l , Grand C. H.
E. T h o s . M cD o u g a l l , Grand Sentinel.

W il l ia m  H e n d r ix , P ast G. H. Priest.
J. M c C a l e b  W i l e y , Dep. G. H. Priest. 
J o h n  R. C l a r k , Grand King.
S y d n e y  S m i t h , Grand King.
W . H . N o r r is , Grand King.
S. A. M. W ood, Grand King.

p r e s e n t .

PAST GRAND OFFICERS.

c h a p t e r s  r e p r e s e n t e d .

N o. Chapters. Location. R epresentatives. Grade.
4 Monroe, Claiborne, R. C. Torrey,
5 Eunom ia, H untsville, E. F. Betts,*

H. P.
K. 

H. P. 
K.

6 Cyrus, Florence, S. A. M. Wood,*
T. P. Hatch,*
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No. Chapters. Location. Representatives. Grade.
10 Tuscumbia, Tuscumbia, V. M. Benham,* H. P.
11 Phoenix, Greensboro, It. D. Huckabee,* H. P.
12 Marion, Marion, Wm. H endrix,* H. P.

L. A. W eissinger,* S.
13 G ainesville, G ainesville,
15 H ayneville H ayneville, Wm. Barry, H. P.
17 W etumpka Wetumpka, A. J. Terrell,* H. P.

Wm. Price, K.
L. P. Butler, ».

18 Jam eston , W arsaw, Wm. Little,* H. P.
19 Mt. Moriah, Clinton, A. P. Barry,* H. P.
20 Livingston, Livingston, D. L. Ayres, H. P.
21 Mobile, Mobile, Jam es A. Miller,* H. P.

Edmund Harrison,* K.
I’eleg Brown,* S.

22 Montgomery, Montgomery, H. P. W atson, H. P.
23 Talladega, Talladega, J. M. Moore, H. P.
24 Eufaula, Eufaula, J. H. D anforth, H. P.

Thomas Cargill, K.
D. A. McCall,* S.

26 Union, Uniontown, Richard Clarke,* H. P.
27 Dayton, D ayton, Syd. Smith, K.

John H. Prince,* S.
28 St. Johns, Selma, John M. Strong, H. P.

Wm. A. Taylor, a .
29 Eureka Lowndesboro, D. H artw ell, H. P.

John II. Caffey, K.
Jam es K. W hitman, S.

30 Jam es Penn, Jacksonville, John R. Clark, H. P.
31 Per. F riend’p- Benton, 0 . P. King, K.

D avid  Gordon, S.
32 Fulton, Fulton, W. H. Norris, H.P.

A. F. G. Campbell,* S.
33 Autauga, A utaugaville, E. Stoudenmire,* H. P.

A. C. Taylor, S.
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No. Chapters. Location. Representatives. Grade. 
34 Hermon, Union Springs,T. L. McGowen, H. P.
35 J. L. D aniel, G lennville, W inquit M. Turner* H. P.
36 Pickensville, Pickensville, D avid  A. W alker, H. P.

II. S. Shelton,* K.
W. H. Terrell,* S.

37 Concord, LaFayette, M. C. Blanchard,* H. P.
40 Camden, Camden, J. D. Catlin, Jr.,* H. P.
41 W ashington, Summerfield, C. N. Briggs,* H. P.
42 Macon, Auburn, J. W. W. Drake, H. P.

N. J. Scott.* S.
43 Tuskegee, Tuskegee, S. B. Paine, K.

D. Clopton, S.
44 Choctaw, Butler, E. T. Ridgway, H. P.
45 D adeville, D adeville,
46 Jerusalem , New Prospect, W. A. Ferrell, H. P.
48 McKinley, McKinley, S. B. Jackson,* H. P.
50 Sum terville, Sum terville, •T. C. Brown, H. P.
52 Allentou, Allenton, J. G. Bythewood, H. P.
53 Uchee, Uchee, M. W. D avis, H. P.
54 Tyrian, Troy, J. McCaleb W iley, H. P.

M. M. Nall, K.
55 Suggsville, Suggsville, Jam es J. Goode,* H. P.
56 Zerubbabel, Oak Bowery. W. S. W ilkerson, H. P.
57 Lebanon, Lebanon, V. C. Larmore, K.
58 H artw ell, Cababa, Isaac Geiershoffer,* H. P.

Thom as G. Rainer, K.
60 Hiram, Bragg’s  Store. S. D. Moorer, H. P.

R, D. Hunter, K.
61 Signet, Society H ill, T. F. Flournoy, H. P.
63 Midway, Midway, Moses Padgett, S.
64 Central, Montevalio, S. M. D oak * H. P.

D. IL. Carter, K.

* Proxies.
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The M. E. Grand High Priest called the Compan 
ions to order and the Grand Chapter was opened 
in ample form. 

A communication was received, through the 
Grand Secretary, from the M. E. G. H. Priest, W il­
liam P. Chilton, announcing his inability to at­
tend the present Convocation, in consequence of so 
vere sickness in his family. 

On motion,
R esolved, T hat the reading of the proceedings o f the last 

Convocation be dispensed w ith.
R esolved, T h at the follow ing Committees he appointed:
On A ccou nts;
On Chartered C hapters;
On D ispensations;
On Foreign Correspondence.

On motion of Comp. F errell:
R esolved, That Rockford Chapter No. 60, have ninety days 

to m ake up their returns and present them  to the G. H. P., 
and if  approved by him, that the Grand Secretary issue a 
charter to said Chapter.

The Grand Secretary submitted his report, which 
was r.eceived and laid on the table.

G RAND SECRETARY’S REPORT.

I have the honor of reporting to the M. E. Grand Chapter 
of Alabama, that during the la st year two new  Chapters have 
been established, viz:

M idway, No. 63, at M idway, Barbour County.
Central, No 64, at M ontevailo, Shelby County.
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A petition for the establishm ent of a  Chapter at Stevenson, 

Jackson County, w as received, but as there w as a nonconform i­
ty w ith  an edict of the Grand Chapter, of 1852, requiring “that  
the recom m endation m ust certify  the d ism ission  of th e peti­
tioners from their respective Chapters,” I returned the petition  
for correction. T h is edict of the Grand Chapter of Alabama 
has been com m ented on by som e of our sister  Grand Chap­
ters, and declared useless. They say, “w hen the new  Chapter 
is organized, the petitioners become m embers of it, and are 
virtually  dim itted. I f  such a construction can be put on the 
ed ict by th is Grand Chapter, it would be advisable to  rescind  
it, as much inconvenience has resulted therefrom .

I have paid into the Grand Treasury, as w ill be seen by my  
account current and vouchers, the sum  of $1,293,05. The  
am ount appropriated for the Contingent Fund has been 
more than sufficient for the annual expenses, and there re­
m ains a surplus of $499.65.

A m ong the delinquent Chapters, I nam e the follow ing:

W hich have not reported for three years.
D uring the year, letters w ere directed to  each of these Chap­

ters, as required by a resolution of the Grand Chapter, but no 
satisfactory reply has been received.

A ction w ill be required in arranging the C onstitution of the 
Grand Chapter, so as to accord w ith  that of the General Grand 
Chapter of the United States. This duty w as im parted to me, 
but as I w as not satisfied on som e points, I considered it 
advisable to postpone acting, and bring the subject before the 
Grand Chapter.

A H  of w hich I fraternally  submit.

G ainesville, No. 13,
Leighton, 
Decatur, _

“ 14,
“ 38,

A m a n d  P . P f is t e r , Grand Secretary.
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AM AND P. P F IST E R , in  account current w ith  the M. E.
Grand C hapter of Alabam a.

D r.
1853.
Dec. To am ount of Contingent Fund unex­

pended, 1853, reported by Commit­
tee on A c c o u n ts   $ 429 05
To am ount of Contributions from Sub­
ordinate Chapters, as reported by 
Committee on Accounts, 1853  587 00 $1,016 05

1854.
Feb. To back contributions from the fol­

low ing Chapters:
Tuscumbia No. 10-------------------------------$ 15 00
Marion No. 12________________________  30 00
Talladega No. 23_____________________ 15 00
•T. E. D aniel No. 35__________ _______  3 00
Pickensville No. 36---------------------------- 1 00
Macon No. 42________________________  3 00
Tyrian No. 54________________________  10 00
Suggsville No. 55__------------------- --------  20 00

To D ispensations issued t o :
M idway No. 63_______________________ $ 90 00
Central No. 60  90 00 277 00

C o n t r a  Or.
By amt. paid to the Grand Treasurer

as per voucher A_________________ $1,016 05
Nov. 21. B y amt. paid to the Grand Treas­

urer, as per voucher B _____________ 277 00

$1,293 05 $1,293 05 
A m a n d  P .  P f is t e r , Grand Secretary. 

M ontgomery, Dec. 4th, 1854.
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C O N TIN G E N T FU N D  of Gramd C hapter of A labam a, in  

account w ith  G rand Chapter.
1853.

Dec. 8. To amt. cash appropriated for 1854_____   $ 600 00
C o n t r a  C r .

Dec. 12. B y  amt. paid G. Sentinel, No. 1__$12 00
B y amt. p’d B ates & Gardner, No. 2  5 00
B y amt. paid ptg. Proceed, No. 3   50 00
By amt. paid bill of postage

and stationery ____________ No. 4   33 35
By bal. in Contg. fund_____________499 65

$600 00 $600 00 
A m a n d  P .  P f is t e h , Grand Secretary. 

Montgomery, Dec. 4th, 1854.

The Grand Treasurer presented his report, which 
was received and laid on the table.
E. M. H A STIN G S, G rand T reasurer, in  account w ith  the M. E. 

G rand C hapter o f A labam a.

D r .

To balance brought forw ard_____________ $ 110 50
To cash from Grand Secretary 1,016 05

To cash from  Grand Secretary  277 00

$1,403 55

1854.
Dec. 5. To balance brought down_________  ;__ $ 489 87

1853. 
Dec. 6. 
Dec. 12.

1854. 
Nov. 21.

4 GC
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CR.
1853.

Dec. 12. B y paid appropriation to Contg. Fund,__1__ $ 600 00
Dec. 12. By paid appropriation to G. Secretary, 2__  250 00
Dec. 13. By sam e to Grand Sentinel,______________ 3__  20 00
Dec. 14. By sam e to Furnishing Committee,______ 4__  42 18
Dec. 14. By order in favor of Syd Sm ith for

dues overpaid by D ayton Chapter, 5  : 1 50
1854.

Dec. 5. Balance carried dow n_______________________  489 87

$1,403 55
All of w hich is respectfu lly submitted,

E . M. H a s t i n g s , Grand Treasurer.

Resolved, That a committee of three on the Con 
stitution be appointed.

Comps. Clopton, W iley and Davis, were ap­
pointed.

Moved, That the election of Grand Officers be 
made the order for 3 o’clock to-morrow afternoon.

A memorial was received from Companions of 
Choctaw Chapter, No. 44, praying a removal of said 
Chapter from Mt. Sterling to Butler, which prayer 
was granted.

The Grand Chapter was called from labor to re­
freshment until to-morrow 3 o’clock.

W e d n e s d a y  E v e n i n g , 3  o ’c lo c k ,
December 6, 1854.

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment 
to labor, and proceeded to business.

M. E. J. McCaleb W iley, 1*. I). G. H. P., in the 
chair.

The Grand Officers at their stations.



The minutes were read and approved.
The following Committees were announced:

On Accounts.— Comps. M iller, Strong, Moore, Prince, and 
Ayres.

C hartered Chapters.— Syd. Smith, Brown, L ittle, W atson, 
and Huckabee.

Dispensations.-—Norris, Danforth, John R. Clark, Drake, 
and Carter.

Foreign Correspondence.-—Clopton, S. A. M. Wood, A. J. 
Scott, W eissinger and Paine.

The regular order of business was suspended, to 
enable Comp. Paine to present a memorial from 
Macon Chapter, No. 42, on the subject of Education, 
which was referred to a special Committee of three.

Comps. Paine, S. A. M. Wood and Flournoy.
R esolved, That Comp. Ferrell, H. P. of Jerusalem  Chapter, 

No. 46, be allowed to take his seat, and that said Chapter be 
allow ed ninety days to m ake its  returns and pay dues.

The election of Grand Officers was proceeded with 
and resulted as fo llow s:
M. E. W. A. F e r r e l l , of H ollow  Square, Grand H igh Priest.

E . J o h n  R . C l a r k , J a c k s o n v i lle ,  D ep . G. H . P r ie s t .
E . H. S. S h e l t o n , Pickensville, Grand King.
E. M. W. D a v is , Uchee, Grand Scribe.
E . R e v . M o s e s  P a d g e t t , M idway, Grand Chaplain.
E. D a v id  H a r t w e l l , Lowndesboro, Grand Lecturer.
E. E. M. H a s t i n g s , M ontgomery, Grand Treasurer.
E. A m a n d  P. P f is t e r , Montgomery, Grand Secretary.
E. H. P. W a t s o n , Montgomery, Grand C. Host.
E. A. P. B a r r y , Clinton, )
E. J. W. W. D r a k e , Auburn, ^Grand M arshals.
E. T h o s . M cD o u g a l l , Montgomery, Grand Sentinel

1854.1 GRAND CHAPTER OP ALABAMA. 5 1
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The M. E. G. H. Priest made the following ap­
pointments :

D . L. A y e r s , of L ivingston, M aster 3d Veil.
J. H. D a n f o r t h , of E ufaula, M aster 2d Veil.
A. J. T e r r e l l , of W etumpka, M aster 1st Veil.

The Grand Chapter was called from labor to 
refreshment until to-morrow, 3 o’clock, P. M.

T h u r s d a y ,  3 o’clock, P. M.,December 7th, 1854.
The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment 

to labor, and proceeded to business.
M. E. Wm. Hendrix, P. G. H. P. in the chair.
Grand Officers at their stations.
Minutes were read and approved.
The regular order of business was suspended.
On motion of Comp. Harrison :

R esolved, T hat the H. P. o f H ayneville Chapter be allow ed  
to take his sea t in th is Grand Chapter, and that said Chapter 
be allow ed ninety days to make their returns.

The Grand. Secretary reported the following  
Chapters delinquent:

Turnbull No. 38, and Eranklin, and moved that they be a l­
lowed ninety days to make returns and pay dues.

Bro. Norris, from the Committee on Dispensa­
tions, reported the following, which was concurred 
i n :
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To the M ost E. G. H. P. K in g , Scribe  and Comps.

The Committee on D ispensations, to whom  w as referred  
the proceedings and by-laws o f M idway Chapter, No. 63, and 
the proceedings and by-laws of Central Chapter, No. 64, beg 
leave to report, that they have exam ined the sam e and find the 
proceedings of M idway Chapter generally correct. W e find, 
however, they use the word “post,” instead of “sta tion ” of 
officers, w hich w e think should be corrected. W e find their 
by-laws in accordance w ith  the C onstitution of the Grand 
Chapter and the usages of Masonry. We recom mend that a 
charter be granted.

In the proceedings of Central Chapter, we find them  neatly  
kept, except the proceedings of one Convocation, w hich is sen t 
up in pencil. We recommend they be instructed to transcribe 
that portion of their proceedings. We find their by-laws in 
accordance w ith  the C onstitution of the Grand Chapter and 
the usages of Masonry. W e recommend that a charter be 
granted.

All of w hich is respectfu lly  subm itted.
Wm. H. N o r r is , Chairman.

Brother Miller, from the Committee on Ac­
counts, reported, which report was concurred i n :
To the, M. E. G rand H igh P riest, K in g , Scribe and Companions, 

of the G. R oyal A rch C hapter of A labam a.
Your Committee on Accounts, to whom w as referred the re­

ports and vouchers o f the E xcellent Grand Treasurer, and  
E xcellent Grand Secretary, respectfully beg leave to report, 
that they have carefully  exam ined the sam e and find them  
correct.

Your Committee submit the follow ing statem ent of the finan­
ces of th is Grand C hapter:
Cash balance in hands of Treasurer____________________$489 87
The am ount received for contributions, 1854___________  657 00

W e also find in the Grand Secretary’s hands balance of Con­
tingent Fund, unexpended (a s  per report), $499.65.
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Your com m ittee recommend that the sum of $700 be appro­
priated for the current years’ expenses, as a contingent fund.

They also recommended that that partion of the Grand Sec­
retary’s Report, relating to delinquent Chapters, be referred  
to the Committee on Chartered Chapters.

All of which is respectfu lly submitted,
J a m e s  A. M i i x e r , Chairman.

A m ount of C ontributions received a t the Convocation of the 
M. E. Grand C hapter of A labam a, 1854.

No. 1, Tuscaloosa ____$ 9 OONo. 36, P ic k e n s v i l le  $18 50
5, Eunom ia 11 50 37, Concord 15 00
6, Cyrus 14 50 40, Camden 21 00
9, Clinton 9 50 41, W a s h in g to n ____ 13 00

10, Tuscum bia 15 00 42, Macon 15 50
11. Phoenix 8 00 43, Tuskegee 12 00
12, Marion 14 50 44, Choctaw, 2 years 16 00
17, W etum pka 7 00 45, D adeville 9 00
18, Jam eston 11 50 48, M cKinley 12 00
19. Mt. M o r ia h ____ 8 50 49, Hope 14 OO
20, Livingston 7 00 50, Sum terville ____ 8 00
21, Mobile 19 50 52, Ailenton 17 50
22, Montgomery ___ 27 50 53, Uchee .. 10 OO
28, Talladega 14 00 54, Tyrian 12 50
24, Eufaula 18 00 55, Suggsville 14 00
25, Courtland 32 00 56, Zerubbabel ____ 9 OO
26, Union 18 50 57, Lebanon 11 50
27, D ayton 17 00 58, H artw ell 17 00
28, St. Johns 18 00 59, B ladon Sp rin gs. 4 50
29, Eureka 10 00 60, H iram 12 00
30, Jam es P e n n ------ 13 00 61, Signet 12 50
31, P erf. Friendship 15 00 63, M idway 8 OO
32, Fulton 11 00 64, C e n t r a l_____ 5 50
33, A utauga 12 00
34, IJermon 17 00 Total $!657 00

35, Jas. L. D an ie l— 15 00
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On motion of Comp. Clopton, the Committee on 

the Constitution was allowed until the next annual 
Convocation to report.

The Grand Chapter was called from labor to re­
freshment until to-morrow, B o’clock, P. M.

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment 
to labor, and proceeded to business.

M. E. W illiam  Hendrix, P. G. H. P., in the chair. 
Grand Officers at their stations.
M inutes read and approved.
Comp. Sydney Smith, from the Committee on 

Charters, submitted his report, which was received 
and concurred in :

The Committee on Chartered Chapters beg leave to m ake the 
follow ing report:

The annual returns of the follow ing Chapters are found cor­
rect:

FRIDAY; 3 o’clock, P. M.,
December 8tli, 1854.

REPORT.

No. 1, Tuscaloosa Chapter. 
19, Mt. Moriah Chapter. 
36, P ickensville Chapter. 
10, Tuscumbia Chapter. 
32, F ulton Chapter.

6, Cyrus Chapter. 
60, H iram  Chapter. 
54, Tyrian Chapter.
55, Suggsville Chapter. 
45, D adeville Chapter.

41, W ashington Chapter. 21, Mobile Chapter.

The following Chapters are incorrect:
Marion Chapter, No. 12— Deficient in dues 50 cents; date 

of R. A. M. incorrect.
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Signet Chapter, No. 61— D ate of R. A. M. 2374, instead of 
2384, and exaltin g  a petitioner for the R. A. degree w ith  two  
substitutes.

W etum pka Chapter, No. 17— D ate of R. A. M. 2383; offi­
cers im properly arranged, and no date g iven  of advancing, 
presiding or accepting.

Plicenix Chapter, No. 11— D ate of R. A. M. 5854.
Lebanon Chapter, No. 57— U se the word Tyler, instead of 

Sentinel; dates of advancing, &c., not given; dues short fifty  
cents.

Uchee Chapter, No. 53— Substitutes Tyler for Sentinel.
C linton Chapter, No. 9— Sam e error.
Jam eston Chapter, No. 18— No dues paid for three m inis­

ters of the gospel, and one affiliated member, dead and dimit- 
ted, entered w ith  the regular m embers; officrs im properly en­
tered; no M asonic grade, and no date of R. A. M .; short of 
dues $1.50.

Eunom ia Chapter, No. 5— Members not num bered; substi­
tutes Tyler for Sentinel.

Eureka Chapter, No. 29— Dead and w ithdraw n entered w ith  
the regular members.

Dayton Chapter, No. 27—D ate of R. A. M. not given; seal 
in the im proper place.

Courtland, No. 25— D ate of R. A. M. not given.
Talladega, No. 23— Date of R. A. M. 2389, intead of 2384; 

lis t  of officers and members prom iscuously entered; no dues 
charged for tw o m inisters of the gospel; short of dues $1.00, 
and exa ltin g  w ith  a substitute.

Montgomery, No. 22— D ate of R. A. M. not given.
L ivingston , No. 20— D ate of R. A. M. om itted, and no dues 

for one m 'n ister of the gospel; short of dues 50 cents.
H artw ell, No. 58— Mark M. and P. M. numbered w ith  the 

lis t  of members, and m aking a substitu te in exa ltin g  a can­
didate.

Zerubbabel, No. 56— A sks for assistance in educating and 
tak ing care of the indigent children of deceased M asons; there 
is no Treasurer nam ed in the lis t  of officers.
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Sum terville, No. 50— Officers under the w rong head; exalt­

in g  one petitioner w ith  two substitu tes; date of R. A. M. not 
given.

A utauga, No. 33— W anting in seal, not authentic. W e recom­
mend the returns to  be sent hack to the Chapter, w ith  instruc­
tions to send up a correct return w ith in  90 days.

Camden, No. 40— L ist of officers incom plete and im properly 
entered.

M cKinley, No. 48— The nam e of a Master Mason expelled  
by Pfister Lodge, No. 90, appears im properly am ong the list  
of members, and as the Grand Master of th e Third Vail; Ma­
sonic grade not given; dues not carried out or added up.

P erfect Friendship , No. 31— The certificate has no date as 
to the year, in other respects neatly  made out.

St Johns, No. 28— L ist of officers im properly entered; they  
appear am ong the lis t  of m embers; dates not given properly.

Union, No. 26— Incorrect generally, as w ill appear by ref­
erence to form appended to C onstitution of G. Chapter, on
p. 11.

Jam es Penn, No. 30—L ist of Officers im properly arranged; 
number of members not given, and th e nam e of an expelled  
member appearing am ong the list;  Masonic grades given  w hich  
are not known to a Chapter; date of R. A. M. 2389, instead of 
3284.

Concord, No. 37— Officers placed; P ast M asters numbered  
w ith the members; exaltations w ith  a less number than three 
petitioners; dues carried out Improperly, but corrected by 
deducting the overplus; date of R. A. M. im properly given.

Hermon, No. 34—E xaltations w ith  less number than three 
petitioners.

Jam es L. D aniel, No. 35— Very neatly  m ade out, hut exal­
tations are made w ith  a less number than three petitioners.

Tuskegee, No. 43— D ues not carried out or am ount given; 
date of R. A. M. not given.

Choctaw, No. 44— N am es of officers appearing among the  
lis t  of members, and im properly placed, also the nam es of 
deceased members. They state th e rem oval of m embers to 
Texas; date of R. A. M. incorrect.
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A llenton, No. 52— Num ber of m embers not inserted; am ount 
of dues not carried out; Tyler used instead of Sentinel, and 
exaltations w ith  a less number of petitioners than is approved  
by the Grand Chapter.

Your com m ittee recommend that the H igh P riests of Sub­
ordinate Chapters inspect th e  returns of their respective  
Chapters, and see that they are not only neatly  made out, but 
in accordance w ith  the Constitution, regulations and form s of 
the Grand Chapter.

A ll of w hich is respectfu lly  subm itted.
S y d n e y  S m i t h , Chairman.

Comp Norris, from the Committee on Dispensa­
tions, reported thereon, which was concurred i n :
To the M ost E. G. H. P., K ing, Scribe and M em bers of the  

G. R. A. C h apter of A la b a m a :
The Committee on D ispensations, to whom w as referred the  

proceedings of Rockford Chapter No. 62, beg leave to report 
that they have exam ined the same, and find them  badly in­
correct, and badly kept. N ot signed by the H. P., no by-laws. 
W e recommend they be instructed to adopt by-laws, and char­
ter be granted.

All of w hich is respectfully submitted,
W . H. N o k r is , C h a irm a n .

Comp. Clopton, from the Committee on Foreign  
Correspondence, presented his report, which was 
concurred in. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence sub­
mit the following report:

The Grand Secretary has placed in the hands of your com­
m ittee the proceedings of th e  Grand Chapters of the States of 
Connecticut, Florida, Maine, M ichigan, M ississippi, M issouri, 
Iowa, N ew  York, Indiana, Louisiana, Texas and Verm ont, and 
of the General Grand Chapter of the U nited States.
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Your com m ittee regret, that other duties and engagem ents 

have prevented them  from  devoting that tim e and attention to 
the subject-m atter of th is report, w hich their im portance re­
quires. We are com pelled to refrain from  any discussion of 
these subjects, and m ust content ourselves w ith  quoting the 
opinions of others. We regret th is com pulsion less, however, 
inasm uch as every question, at present mooted, has received  
fu ll and am ple discussion from  m inds far m ore capable of 
doing justice to its  m erits, than your com m ittee are qualified  
to bestow. Much ligh t and know ledge have been shed upon 
the science of Masonic Jurisprudence, w hich, w e doubt not, 
w ill prove h igh ly  beneficial to the Craft.

Your com m ittee also feel relieved from m uch labor, w inch  
would otherw ise have devolved upon them, by the prompt ac­
tion and decisions of the last General Grand Chapter, which  
determ ined all the vexed questions that, before then, had been 
engaging the attention of the different Grand Chapters.

In review ing the proceedings received by your com m ittee, 
w e have been much gratified by the evidences w hich they  fur­
nish, of a general prosperity in th is departm ent of Masonry 
throughout the w ide extent of our country. N ever before has 
R oyal Arch Masonry stood on a surer or firmer basis. W hilst 
the necessary physical qualifications of a candidate have elic­
ited  m uch thought, research and discussion, it has not been  
forgotten, that there are also certain mental and moral quali­
fications requisite. In respect to the character and deport­
m ent of the members of the F ratern ity, the h ighest moral 
ground has been taken by som e of the Grand Chapters. The 
Grand Chapter of N ew  York, for instance, adopted this reso­
lution— “that profanity, drunkenness and gam bling have ever 
been held as h igh offences in Masonry, and ought not to be 
practised or tolerated am ong R oyal Arch Masons; and the  
Chapters are directed to make these offences causes of severe 
discip line.” W e hope and believe that R oyal A. M asonry is 
progressing, w ith  a ll expected speed, to the consum m ation of 
its  noble destiny.
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On the 18th day of June last, a Grand Chapter w as organ­
ized for the State of Iowa, under th e authority of the G. G. 
Chapter. M. E. T. S. Parvin w as elected G. H. P riest. No 
proceedings w ere had, except such as w ere necessary to an 
organization. On behalf of th is G. Chapter, your com m ittee 
extended the hand of affection to the youngest of a ll th e Grand 
Chapters, and send greetings of kindness and good w ill, w ith  
the w ish that it may possess uninterrupted prosperity, and 
that peace m ay abide w ith in  its  borders.

Your com m ittee have not the tim e, how ever profitable and 
pleasant it would be, to present a synopsis of the proceedings 
of the different Grand Chapters. Many of them  are alm ost 
exclusively  local in their character. There are a few  questions, 
however, w hich are, at th is  tim e, receiv ing the attention of 
som e of these Grand Bodies, and w hich w ill in terest you. To 
som e of these, your com m ittee in v ite  the attention of th is  
Grand Chapter.

T H E  E IG H T  OF A  SU B O R D IN A TE  C H A P T E R  TO T R Y  A N  O F F IC E R  OF 
T H E  GRAND C H A P T E R .

The discussion of th is question arose from  the expression of 
an official opinion by the G. H. P riest of the Grand Chapter 
of Arkansas, that “it is  incom petent for a Subordinate Chap­
ter to try, for any purpose, either of its  own presiding officers, 
or, much less, any one of the C onstitutional Grand Officers.” 
The com m ittee on M asonic law  and usage  of that Grand 
Chapter dissented from  the opinion of the G. H. P riest: and 
it is m atter of regret to us, that w e have not received th e re­
port of that com m ittee, w hich has been so much commended  
by others for its  learning and ability, in order that w e m ight 
fu lly  understand the grounds of their dissent. A difference 
of opinion also ex ists between the Com m ittees on Foreign  
Correspondence in the other Grand Chapters.

The com m ittee of the Grand Chapter of M issouri uses the 
fo llow ing language:
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•‘Your com m ittee are com pelled to differ w ith  the (Grand) 

H igh P riest of Arkansas. They hold, that w hilst it  is not 
com petent for a Lodge to try its Master, or a Chapter its  H igh  
P riest, it is yet com petent for a Lodge or a Chapter to try any  
o th er  of its  officers or members for unm asonic conduct. An 
officer of a Grand Lodge or a Grand Chapter is  am enable to 
the body that creates him, for the mal-performance or non-per­
form ance of the duties that appertain to h is office; but for any  
violation of M asonic duty or obligation, apart from those du­
ties, he is am enable to h is Lodge or h is Chapter.”

The com m ittee o f the Grand Chapter of Louisiana remarks 
as follow s :

“In the opinion of your com m ittee, a subordinate Chapter 
is  com petent to try and suspend, or expel for cause, any m em ­
ber of their Chapter, except the H igh P riest of the Chapter, 
and the G. H. P riest of the Grand Chapter under w hich she 
holds her charter, or in case of absence, death, or other disa­
b ility  of the H igh P riest or G. H igh  Priest, the presid ing offi­
cer of the Chapter or Grand Chapter, for the tim e being.

“Should the view s o f the G. H. P riest of the Grand Chap­
ter of A rkansas prevail, and the subordinate officers of a Grand 
Chapter be declared too high to be reached by the disciplinary  
action of the subordinate Chapter to w hich they belong, how  
long w ould it be before the m em bers  of the Grand Chapter 
would also  claim  exem ption from tria l for offences in the 
subordinate Chapter, and thus an aristocratic body grow up 
among us too high to be reached by the power that gave them  
existence?”

In this opinion, the com m ittee in M issouri concur, and also  
the sam e com m ittee in Connecticut.

On the other hand, in com m enting upon th e opinion ex­
pressed by Comp. Taylor, of M issouri, “that w h ilst it is not 
com petent for a Lodge to try its Master, or a Chapter its 
H igh Priest, it  is  y et com petent for a Lodge or chapter to try  
any other of its  officers or members for unm asonic conduct. 
An officer of a Grand Lodge or Grand Chapter is  amenable 
to the body that creates him, for the mal-perform ance or non-
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perform ance of the duties that appertain to h is office, but 
for any vio lation of M asonic duty or obligation, apart from  
those duties, he is am enable to h is Lodge or Chapter.” The 
very able and learned chairm an of the Com m ittee of the 
Grand Chapter of N ew  York says: “It w ill be observed that
these opinions are but opinions, yet we are happy to accord to  
them  much consideration for the conceded learn ing and high  
position of their author. We m ust be allowed, however, to 
inquire upon w hat ground the d istinguished  Comp, draws a 
distinction between different offenses com mitted by a Grand 
Officer in fixing the tribunal w hich is to try him ? And who 
is  to decide whether h is delinquency be official or personal? 
If, like th e arrangem ents of the m unicipal law, w e had a 
civil and a crim inal court, and distinctions existed  which  
should direct the offender to one or the other of these courts 
for  correction, there would be substantial reasons for sending  
the delinquent in the one case to the Grand Chapter, and in 
the other to the Subordinate Chapter, for tria l, but in  the 
absenec of the different tribunals, and in the absence of 
these different codes, it  appears to us that the offender is  
am enable alone to the body w hose officer he is. I f  th is be 
so, a Subordinate Chapter has no jurisdiction over an officer 
of th e Grand Chapter, w hatever his grade or offence may be. 
In expressing our belief in the correctness of th is conclusion, 
w e beg to refer to our com m ents on the report of Comp. Storer, 
of Connecticut, for additional reasons w hy such a policy  
should prevail. W e would add, that the sam e reasons w hich  
render it im proper for a Chapter to try its H igh P riest, m ust 
certainly  arise in its  attem pt to try either the K ing or the  
Scribe. They have no peers in the Chapter, out of the council 
of w hich they form  constituent parts, and they are equally 
liable to the Grand Chapter for the proper conduct of the body 
over w hich they preside. For these reasons w e feel lit tle  
hesitation in endorsing the opinions advanced by the learned  
Companion w ho presides over the Grand Chapter of A rkansas.” 

Your com m ittee concur in the opinion expressed by Comp. 
K ing of N ew  York, but w ill not engage in the fu tile  attem pt
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to add anyth ing to h is conclusive, though condensed argu- 
ment.

T H E  GRAND C H A P T E R S  OP V IR G IN IA , P E N N S Y L V A N IA  A N D  FLORIDA.

It is w ell known to th is Grand Body, that these Grand 
Chapters have never connected them selves w ith  the G. G. 
Chapter. The Grand Chapter of V irgin ia appointed a com­
m ittee to consider the propriety of doing so. The m ajority of 
the com m ittee reported in favor of connecting w ith  th e G. G. 
Chapter,— th e report of the m inority was aga inst it. No defi­
n ite action w as had by th e Grand Chapter upon these reports 
The Grand Chapter of F lorida seem s as determ ined as ever 
in its  opposition to  the G. G. Chapter. W e have no m eans of 
know ing how  the Grand! Chapter of P en nsylvan ia  is affected  
upon the subject. A difference of opinion prevails, to som e 
extent, concerning the relations of the Grand Chapters w hich  
are united w ith  the G. G. Chapter and these several Grand 
Chapters. Your com m ittee agree w ith  the opinion expressed  
by the Com m ittee on F oreign Correspondence, o f the Grand 
Chapter of M issouri, w ith  the lig h t and know ledge w hich  
they  now  possess upon th e subject. That com m ittee uses the 
fo llow in g  language concerning the action of the Grand Chap­
ter of Illinois, in reference to the Grand Chapter of Penn­
sylvania:

“Your com m ittee regret exceed ingly to  find the follow in g  ac­
tion of th is Grand Chapter, w ith  reference to our elder sister , 
Pennsylvania:

“Comp. W arren, from  the C om m ittee on M asonic Jurispru  
dence, to w hich w as referred the m atter in relation to adm it­
t in g  Royal Arch Masons, ha ilin g  from  P ennsylvania, to seats  
in Chapters under th is jurisdiction, reported against adm it­
tin g  any R oyal Arch Masons to  v is it  Chapters in th is State, 
hailin g  from P ennsylvania, or any other State in  th is Union, 
not acknow ledging the jurisdiction o f the General Grand 
Chapter.
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“On m otion, the question w as divided, and so m uch of the 
report as relates to R oyal Arch Masons, ha ilin g  from  Penn­
sy lvan ia , w as adopted.”

“It is  true that Pennsylvania  did not, in 1798, choose to 
com e into the union w hich formed th e General Grand Chapter, 
and she has to th is day declined th e invitation.

“If w e are not much m istaken, the Grand Chapter of P en n­
sy lvan ia  was organized in 1795, and is  consequently m uch the 
senior of the General Grand Chapter. Since that period, she  
has gone on steadily  and successfu lly , and m aintains, w ith  
honorable reputation, a proud position am ong Grand Chapters.

“Your com m ittee are at a loss for a  m otive for the strange  
action of our companions of Illinois, unless it  be the result of 
an over-much zeal for the m aintainance and glory of the Gener­
al Grand Chapter. That portion of the report w hich w as laid  
upon the table, seem s to ju stify  such a conclusion.

“If a  com panion were legally  made and in good standing, 
w hether hailing from  P ennsylvania, V irgin ia, or Florida, we, 
in  M issouri, would deem ourselves derelict in duty and Mason­
ic  good brotherhood to refuse h im  adm ission, m erely be­
cause those Grand Chapters have not seen proper to become a f­
filiated w ith the General Grand Chapter.

“If there be no cause, other than the one w e have alluded  
to, w hich has prompted the legisla tion  of our com panions, we 
fraternally  ask them  to exam ine w ell the position they have  
assumed, and not h astily  sever the chain of union and strength  
w hose lin ks bind us in one g lorious confederation.”

Your com m ittee are aw are that the Grand Chapter of M is­
souri does not entertain, itself, th e  k ind est feelin gs for the 
G. G. Chapter; and hence w e would scrutinize more close­
ly and carefully  any opinion, in w hich the G. G. Chapter 
w as interested, that m ight be expressed by that Grand Chap­
ter :— not that w e believe it would do the G. G. Chapter any 
in tentional in justice, but because our judgm ents are so sub­
ject to be, unconsciously, influenced by our feelings. To 
sustain , however, the action of the Grand Chapter of Illino is, 
would seem  to be the beginning of an effort to cause them , ar­
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bitrarily, to unite w ith  the G. G. Chapter, and thus deprive 
them  of their severeign right to decide for them selves, Your 
com mittee, nevertheless, w ill indulge the hope, that the  
day is not far d istant w hen every Grand Chapter in the U nited  
States w ill be harm oniously united in the support of the 
G. G. Chapter; the proceedings of w hich, we shall now briefly  
consider.

The triennial session of the General Grand Chapter was 
held at the M asonic H all in Lexington, Kentucky, on the 13th 
-day of Septem ber, 1853; M. E. Robert P. Dunlap, G. G. H. 
Priest. There are twenty-four Grand Chapters under its ju­
risdiction , w hich em brces a ll in the United States, except 
Pennsylvania, V irgin ia  and Florida. T w enty of these were  
represented at Lexington. T his Grand Chapter w as repre­
sented by Comp. Pfister, Proxy for D. G. H. P riest; none of 
our other officers w ere present; but, for their absence, ren­
dered satisfactory excuses at our last Convocation.

The proceedings of the G. G. Chapter are in terestin g  and of 
great im portance to the Craft. By its prompt, enlightened  
and judicious action, it has redeemed its character and repu­
tation  from the charges w hich had been preferred against it. 
Q uestions of M asonic Jurisprudence, w hich had agitated the  
several Grand Chapters for m any years, and the tendency of 
w hich w as to partially estrange them , were finally determ in­
ed; and a more harm onious feelin g  appears to  ex ist between  
the Grand Chapters, since its  session, than did previously. 
No w ant of firm ness or decision in m eeting im portant and 
intricate questions w as m anifested; and a careful study of 
its  proceedings w ill shed much ligh t upon the science of Royal 
Arch Masonry. A brief synopsis, of the proceedings and de­
cisions of the G. G. Chapter w ill not be un in teresting  to your 
Grand Body.

A letter from Comp. Sim on Greenleaf to th e M. E. G. H. 
Priest, w as laid before the Grand Chapter, of w hich th e fo l­
low ing  is a copy:

5 GC
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“Cambridge, June 24, 1852.
Hon. R. P. Dunlap, G eneral G iand  H igh  P r ie s t of the General 

G rand Chapter of the U. 8.
Dear sir  and Companion: You are already aw are that

during the war of the R evolution, there w as a Lodge of Free  
Masons in the m ain army, called W ashington Lodge, of w hich  
my father, the late Captain Moses Greenleaf, of the eleventh  
M assachusetts regim ent, w as Master. I have often heard him  
m ention the v is its  of the Commander-in-Chief to th is Lodge, 
and the high gratification they afforded to the officers and 
members— especially a s he cam e w ithout ceremony a s a private  
brother. It has occurred to me that the records of th is Lodge 
m ay still be in existence, and that if  so, they ought to be 
recovered and deposited for safe-keeping in the archives of 
the craft. Perm it me. therefore, to invite your attention  
to th is subject, as I know of no member of the F ratern ity  
w hose position affords equal fac ilit ies  for the accom plishm ent 
of th is desirable object

Believe, me, dear sir , w ith  great regard, fa ith fu lly  yours,
S im o n  G b e e n l e a f .”

We have copied th is letter, both on account of the in terest­
ing incident, connected w ith  the history of M asonry during the  
war of the R evolution, w hich it narrates, and the attachm ent 
w hich it discloses, the Father of our country cherished for 
the Institu tion; as w ell also to excite more d iligen t and gen­
eral enquiry for the records of the Lodge, therein referred to, 
if  they are s till in existence.

In obedience to a resolution of the Grand Chapter of New 
York, Comp. L ew is of that S tate presented the fo llow ing re 
solutions, and the m atters therein contained, for considera­
tion and definite action, which together w ith another reso­
lution offered by him, w ere referred to the Com m ittee on 
Masonic Jurisprudence:

1. R esolved, That th is Grand Chapter recommend the 
adoption by thhe G. G. Chapter, of the resolution proposed by
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a com m ittee of that body at its  last session, (th at of 1850,) 
on the subject of establishing a representative fund.

2. R esolved, That w e do not believe that Chapters have a 
right to confer the degrees upon M aster Masons who have lost 
an arm, or w ho are under any disab ility  either to receive the 
degrees in Masonry, im part them , or be recognized as a regu­
larly made Companion.

3. R eso lved , That Chapters have not exclusive jurisdiction  
over the Past M aster’s D egree; and that w hen the sam e is 
conferred on M asters elect by a P ast Master, according to an­
cient usage, it is not unm asonic  and clandestine.

4. R esolved, That a H igh P riest m ay be installed , and enter 
upon the duties o f h is office before receiving the degree of 
H igh Priesthood.

The Committee, subsequently, subm itted the follow ing re­
port, v iz:---

‘•The undersigned, a m ajority of thte Com m ittee on Masonic 
Jurisprudence, beg leave to subm it the fo llow in g  resolutions 
as their report on the 2d, 3d, and 4th resolutions passed by 
the Grand Chapter of N ew  York at their m eeting in February, 
1853, to be found on page 97, of their proceedings; and the 
resolution of Comp. J. L. Lewis, in relation to the powers of 
the officers of State Grand Chapters.

1. R eso lved, T hat it is  M asonically illegal for R oyal Arch 
Chapters to confer the degrees of Mark Master, P ast Master, 
M. E. Master, and Royal Arch Mason, on a brother Master 
Mason who has lost a  leg  or an arm.

2. R esolved, That it is legal and Masonic for the requisite 
number of P ast M asters who have them selves been duly qual­
ified to preside over a Lodge to confer the degree of Past 
Master, according to ancient usage, on the M aster elect of a 
Lodge.

3. R esolved, That it  is not indispensably necessary, though  
alw ays desirable, that a H igh P riest elect should have received  
the order of H igh Priesthood to qualify  h im  to preside over 
a Chapter, in stallation  by a present or Past H igh Priest, duly 
authorized, being sufficient.
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4. R esolved, That the Officers of State Grand Chapters 
possess no powers, incidental or otherw ise, except such as are 
expressly conferred by the C onstitutions of State Grand 
Chapters or of th e G. G. Chapter, or by their express authority  
otherw ise given.

W. B. D o b b s ,
P h i l l i p  C. T u c k e r ,
E .  G. S t o r e r ,
T h o s . C. E d w a r d s .

The undersigned concurs in the 2d, 3d, and 4th of the fore­
going resolutions; d issents from  the 1st, and begs leave to 
subm it the fo llow ing as a substitu te therefor:

R eso lved , T hat inasm uch as M asonry is speculative rather  
than operative, that it is M asonic and legal for R oyal Arch  
Chapters to confer the degrees of Mark Master, P ast Master, 

1. E. M aster, and R oyal Arch, on a w orthy Master MasoJ 
who has lost a leg  or an arm, Chapters in a ll cases being the  
proper judges of the propriety of so doing.

W il l i s  S t e w a r t , Chairman.

The first resolution w as laid on the table. The second was, 
on motion of Comp. Mackey, amended so as to read a s follow s: 
“That th is body does not claim  jurisd iction  over the degree of 
P ast Master, w hen about to  be conferred on a M aster elect of 
a Sym bolic L odge;” and w as adopted as amended. The third  
resolution w as indefin itely postponed, and the fourth was 
adopted.

A resolution w as adopted requesting the four first officers of 
the G. G. Chapter, to cause the work of R. A. Masonry, as 
sanctioned by the G. G. Chapter at th e preceding triennial 
m eeting, to be exemplified. In accordance, the work was af­
terw ards exem plified by Comp. Lovell, of M assachusetts; after  
which, the m ajority o f the Committee on W ork made a ver­
bal report. Comp. Mackey, from  the sam e com m ittee, sub­
m itted the fo llow ing as the report of the m inority:
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“The m inority of the com m ittee, to whom was referred the 

exem plification of the work adopted by the General G. Chap­
ter, at its session in 1850, and exem plified at th is session, re­
spectfu lly  report: —

That, in their opinion, the said work, more especially  so far  
as respects the R oyal Arch Degree, is so contrary to, and sub­
versive of, the landm arks of Free Masonry, that they cannot 
consistently  w ith  their obligations as R oyal Arch Masons, 
recommend the sam e for adoption.

All of w hich is respectfu lly  subm itted.
A l b e r t  G. M a c k e y , 

D elegate from South Carolina.
•Jo s e p h  F o s t e r , 

D elegate from  M issouri.”

The w hole subject w as subsequently laid upon the table, 
w ithout adopting either report, thus leav ing  the mode of 
w ork as previously adopted by the G. G. Chapter.

On the subject of th e physical qualifications of a candidate, 
Comp Tucker of Vermont, from the com m ittee appointed at 
the previous biennial m eeting, made a very able and lucid re­
port, w hich closes in the follow ing la n g u a g e:

“Your com m ittee, then, having treated th e question as one 
resting  upon constitutional param ount authority, and not upon 
mere regulation; having investigated the authority w hich, in  
their opinion, should govern the decision upon it, and having  
satisfied them selves that the subject-m atter is not a question  
of mere policy, but one w hich involves an “ancient landm ark” 
of the Order, have reached the unavoidable conclusion, that 
i t  is  com peten t and M asonically law fu l for R o ya l A rch  Chap­
ters as w e ll as B lue Lodges, to confer the respective  degrees of 
M asonry, properly  conferrahle t>y each, upon all candidates  
w hose defects of bodily  qualifications are  not such as to pre­
v e n t them  fro m  conform ing lite ra lly  to w h a t th e  severa l de­
grees resp ec tive ly  req u ire  of them . If their physical capac­
ities  enable them  to do th is they are adm issib le, and can com­
ply w ith  every requisition of the Order.
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Your com m ittee are perfectly aw are that th e A him an Re- 
zon contains a different rule, and requires a candidate to be 
perfec t in  every  bodily  qualification; but they have already  
said that they do not acknow ledge that work as authority  
when it conflicts w ith  the constitu tions of Anderson.”

The report w as made the special order for the next day, 
when it w as considered, and the follow in g  proceedings were 
had :—

Comp. Tucker offered the fo llow in g  resolution in relation to 
th is subject, v i z :

“R eso lved , T hat it  is com petent and M asonically law fu l for 
R oyal Arch Chapters to confer the respective degrees of Ma­
sonry, w ith in  their jurisdiction, upon all candidates w hose de­
fects of bodily qualifications are not such as to prevent them  
from conform ing literally  to w hat such degrees respectively  
require, if in other respects qualified,”

Comp. Mackey moved to amend the sam e by strik ing  out 
all after the word resolved, and inserting,

“T hat no R oyal Arch Chapter should take a candidate un­
less he be a perfect man, having no maim or defect in h is body 
that m ay render him  incapable of learning the art.”

Comp. Gilman moved to amend the am endm ent, by strik ing  
out a il after the word “that,” and inserting, “it is incom pe­
tent for R oyal Arch Chapters to confer the respective degrees 
of M asonry upon candidates w hose physical defects are such  
as to prevent them  from  conform ing litera lly  to  a ll the re­
quirem ents of those d e g r e e s w h ic h  amendment w as agreed to.

The am endm ent as amended w as then agreed: to, and the  
resolution a s amended w as agreed to.

Your com m ittee are of opinion that the resolution as am end­
ed and adopted, would have been a correct exposition of Ma­
sonic law. if it had extended so far as to have prevented the 
degrees from  being conferred upon a candidate, w hose phy­
sica l defects are such as to prevent h im  from  conform ing, lit­
erally, to all the requirem ents of a ll the degrees.

The special com m ittee on th e R oyal and Select M asters De­
grees, made the fo llow ing report:
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“The undersigned, a special com m ittee, to whom w as refer­

red the subject of the D egrees of R oyal and Select Master, 
com m only called the Council Degrees, respectfu lly  report: 
That they have exam ined the several very able reports and 
resolutions which have been m ade upon the subject of these 
degrees in various State jurisdictions, and a tten tive ly  consid­
ered the positions taken by them , and have availed them selves  
of the light and inform ation w hich they shed upon the history, 
character and value of them. The subject is one w hich has 
claim ed a large share of the attention of the fratern ity  for 
many years, and loud calls are made upon th is G. G. Body to 
definitely settle the various questions w hich have grown out of 
the discussion. We have regarded these demands as rightly  
and properly urged, and have aim ed to arrive at such conclu­
sions as are just, as w ell as satisfactory; and although w e  
cannot flatter ourselves that we have en tirely  succeeded, yet as 
a reflection of the v iew s of Companions, we think it w ill m eet 
the just expectations of the larger number, and g ive offence to 
none.

“The im portant question is  that of jurisdiction, and to that 
sin g le point we have directed attention. We have not aim ed  
to reconcile contending claim s, as, from  the conclusion to 
w hich w e have arrived, it  is not necessary. We regret to 
sta te  that past action and past legisla tion  on the part of 
th is M. E. Body, has given rise to m any misapprehensions, and 
induced the belief that th e R oyal and Select M asters D egrees 
w ere w ith in  the pale of the jurisdiction of R oyal Arch Ma­
sonry; and hence, looking a t th is  body as the common head, 
G. Chapters and Subordinates of th is body have come to the  
conclusion that they were under their control, w here Councils 
did not exist. B ut w hen w e com e to trace the common  
source o f title , w e are unable to discover how th is Body has 
or ever had any r ightfu l jurisdiction over them ; and it m ust 
be borne in mind, th a t it  is  incum bent on th is body to prove 
title  affirm atively and conclusively, and not to rely upon the  
w eakness of th e title  of any other claim ant. W e think there 
w ill be found an utter failure of proof on th is point; and



7 2 PROCEEDINGS OP THE [Dec.

w hen we exam ine the G. G. C onstitution, and find no allusion  
to these degrees, and, on the contrary, a d istinct recognition  
of the four degrees conferred in R. A. Chapters, and those  
alone, and that Comp. R. A. M asons are affiliated w ith  us 
throughout the land, w ithout reference to their possession of 
them , we are irresistib ly  led to the conclusion that no govern­
m ental jurisdiction in R oyal Arch Masonry has any control 
over them . And if th is strong position needed any confirma­
tion in the ex istin g  state of th in gs in the Fratern ity , w e shall 
find that in those States w here they are cu ltivated to any  
considerable extent, they  are under the governm ent of Coun­
cils w here these degrees and no others are conferred, and there  
w e are content to leave them .

“The conclusions-=to w hich w e have arrived, w ill render it 
unnecessary for us to exam ine any of the other questions  
w hich have grown out of the d iscussions relative to these de­
grees; for if  w e have no jurisdiction , w e have no right to 
pass upon them , and w e do not here assum e to state w ho has 
jurisdiction , but only to state that, in our judgm ent, w e have 
not. The subject has been exam ined so thoroughly and elab­
orately, and the features of it have been so fu lly  canvassed  
by the w hole Fraternity, that w e have not deemed it expedient 
to recapitu late any of the various positions w hich have been  
taken, and to defend or deny them . We trust that th is M. E. 
Body w ill concur w ith  us in opinion that the demands of 
justice and the claim s of expediency, both require a settle­
m ent of the w hole m atter, and that it be hereafter excluded  
from  the consideration of the R. A. Masons as such.

“W e subjoin th e follow in g  resolutions, expressive of our 
conclusions, for the consideration of the G. G. C hapter:

“R eso lved , That th is G. G. Chapter, and the governing  
bodies of R oyal Arch Masonry, affiliated w ith, and holding  
jurisdiction under it, have no r ightfu l jurisdiction or control 
over the D egrees of R oyal and Select Master.

R esolved, That th is G. G. Chapter w ill hereafter entertain  
no question or m atter grow ing out of the governm ent or w ork­
ing of those degrees, w hile in their present position.”
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W hich resolutions were adopted, and w ill, no doubt, meet 

the approval o f th is G. Chapter.
The question, w hether any H igh  P riest of a Subordinate 

Chapter can properly be installed, before being duly anointed  
by a regular Council of H igh  P riests, w as subm itted to a spe­
cial com m ittee, w ho afterw ards presented a report, accompa­
nied by the follow ing resolutions, w hich were adopted: 

“R eso lved, That it  is  not w ith in  the province or the control 
of th is General Grand Chapter, or of any State Grand Chap­
ter, to define the duties or powers of a Council o f H igh  Priests, 

“R eso lved , That w hile, in deference to the lon g  established  
usages of Royal Arch Masonry in  th is  country, it is recom­
mended that every new ly elected H igh P riest should, as soon 
as it is convenient, receive the order of H igh Priesthood; his 
anointm ent as such is not necessary to h is in stallation, or to 
the fu ll and entire discharge of all h is powers and duties as 
the presiding officer of h is Chapter.”

The C onstitution of the G. G. Chapter w as thoroughly re­
vised, and m any am endm ents w ere made. In consequence of 
these, it w ill be necessary for the several Grand Chapters, 
in like m anner, to revise their C onstitutions, in order that 
there m ay be no conflict. Your com m ittee do not deem it nec­
essary to notice these various am endm ents; but would recom­
mend that the subject be referred to an appropriate com m ittee.

The General Grand Chapter refused to  adopt the proposed 
plan for creating a “R epresentative” fund; or to fix a perm a­
nent location for its  sessions. M. E. Robert P. Dunlap was 
re-elected G. G. H. P riest; and the next session w ill be held  
in Hartford, Connecticut, in September, 1856.

Your com m ittee have now noticed all the business trans­
acted by the G. G. Chapter, w hich bears, directly, upon the  
State G. Chapters. In v iew  of the am ount and im portance of 
the business transacted, your com m ittee feel that they cannot 
m ore appropriately close th is report than by quoting the fo l­
low ing rem arks of Comp. K ing, of N ew  York, in reference to  
that Body. H e says, “she has established two-thirds, if  not 
three-fourths of a ll th e Grand Chapters now ex istin g  in the
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U nion; she has established m any colonies of R oyal Arch Ma­
sonry in territories where no organizations of the kind previ­
ously  existed; she has regulated the orbits of the State Grand 
Chapters, wherein, if they w ill prove true to the m ission w hich  
sh e has confided to them , and to the law s w hich  she has mark­
ed out for them , they may move in ceaseless harm ony; she 
has controlled and settled , to a large extent, conflicting inte- 
ests  betw een State bodies which had otherw ise rem ained un­
settled , roducing in their jarring contact disastrous colli­
sion s: she has agreed upon and is now d issem inating  a mode 
of w o rk  w hich brings from  the quarries of M aine and those of 
Louisiana, from the quarries of M ichigan and those of Geor­
gia, specim ens of M asonry which, w hen adjusted, w ill rear a 
tem ple perfect in a ll its  parts, and unequalled in beauty, sym ­
m etry and grandeur by anyth in g  in  modern tim es; and she  
has cultivated harm ony and fratern ity  am ong the great s is ­
terhood of her subordinates.”

All w hich is respectfu lly  subm itted.
D a v id  Ol o p t o n , Chairman.

On moti on of Comp. H astin gs:
R esolved, T hat the sum of nine dollars, overpaid by Zerub- 

babel Chapter, No. 56, for dues at our la st Convocation, be 
refunded.

R esolved , That the note of Comps. D ixon and Moore be 
extended for one year at 7 per cent, per annum.

On motion of Comp. M iller:
R esolved, T hat th e sum of two hundred and fifty dollars be 

appropriated to our w orthy Grand Secretary, for h is services  
during the past year.

On motion of Comp. F errell:
R esolved, T h at th e sum of tw enty dollars be appropriated 

to th e Grand Sentinel, for his services during the present 
Grand Convocation.

The Grand Chapter was called from labor to re­
freshment until to-morrow morning.
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S a t u r d a y ,  10 o’clock, A. M., 

December 9, 1854. 
The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment 

to labor, and proceeded to business. 
M. E. W illiam  Hendrix, 1*. G. H. P., in the chair. 
The Grand Officers at their stations. 
The minutes were read and approved. 
The Grand Chapter proceeded to the installation  

of the Grand Officers. 
On motion of Comp. W iley :

R esolved, T hat Comp. H astings, Grand Treasurer, be a l­
lowed fifty  dollars, out of the funds of the Grand Chapter, for 
his services during the past year.

The Grand Chapter was closed until next Annual 
Convocation.

DIED .
No. 5. Eunom ia Chapter Archibald E. Mills, May 12.

6. Cyrus Chapter Jam es M. Stew art, March 10
10. Tuscum bia C hapter. E. B. W ilkerson,
12. Marion C h a p te r  Jam es C. Harrell.
22. Montgomery ChapterXimrod E. Benson.

Joseph T. Moore.
24. E ufaula C h a p te r  J. C. Wellborn,
29. Eureka C h a p te r  W illiam Graves, Nov. 11.
30. Jam es Penn Chapter Alfred Moore.
57. Lebanon C h a p te r  John B. Burns.

r ; ‘ ' I
SU SPEN D ED .

No. 10. Tuscum bia _________ John S. Allen.
W illis  Lucas.

33. A utauga ____________ A. W. M cNeill.
37. Concord ____________ Jam es M. Grady.
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EX PELLE D .

No. 30. Jam es Penn _______ R. G. Earle.
37. Concord ____________Dr. Jam es M. Gunn.

The M. E. Grand Chapter of Alabam a commenced its ex ist­
ence in the City of Mobile, on the 19th of May, 1823. Of its  
Grand Officers then, and since, th e follow ing are known to be 
l iv in g :

GRAND H IG H  PR IE ST S.

Edward Herndon ____________G a in e s v il le __________________1840
Jam es Penn ________r _______Memphis, Tenn. ------------------- 1844
F elix  G. Norm an____________ Tuscumbia--- ---------------------------1845
W illiam  H endrix  _________ Marion --------------------------------1847
W illiam  P. Chilton__________T u sk e g ee __________________ :— 1851

D EPU TY  GRAND HIGH PR IE STS.

G. W. E sselm an :  1837
J. L. F. C ottrell  —______ H ayneville--- ---------------------------1838
J. McCaleb W iley___________T r o y -------------------------------------- 1845
Jam es L. P rice______________ Uniontown--- -------------  1851

GRAND KING S.

H arry I. Thornton__________ San Francisco, Cal__________1826
W illiam  A. F errell__________ H ollow  S q u a r e   -----------1839
Charles W helan _____________G reen sb oro ---------------------------1843
Stephen F. H a l e ___________ Eutaw  ------------------------------- 1845
Sterling A. M. W ood_________Florence ------------------------------- 1846
Jam es M. Brundidge________Athens ---------------------------------1847
John R. C lark _________ J a c k so n v ille ------------------------- 1850
W illiam  H. N orris__________ Fulton ---------------------------------- 1851
Thom as J. Clark____________ Hope ------------------------------------ 1853
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GRAND SCRIBES.

Jam es W e a k ly ______________ Florence ____________________ 1824
Thaddeus Sanford___________ Mobile _______________________1826
John A. W b e tsto n e_______ ___ T exas ___ :__________________ 1840
Rev. E. V. L evert___________ M a r io n   _________________ 1843
Syd. Sm ith _________________ Dayton _____________________ 1846
M. W. D a v i s ________________Uchee _______________________1853

GRAND SECRETARIES.
W illiam  D. Stone____________ Pickensville  ______________1825
John G. A ikin ___________ Stockton ____________________ 1827
D oric S. B a ll------------------------New Orleans, La  _____1837
Amand P. P fister____________Montgomery  :___ 1839

GRAND TR EA SU RERS.
John H. V incent____________ Chicago, 111. ________________ 1823
H enry A. Snow_____________ Tuscaloosa ______________  1825
Major C o o k _________________Fairfield ____________________ 1837
L. S. Skinner________________Tuscaloosa __________________ 1841
W illiam  G a r r e t t____________ B r a d f o r d  ,_________________1852
E. M. H a stin g s .—,_______ ____Montgomery  .'___________ 1850

GRAND CHAPLAINS.
Rev. J. H. Thom ason_______________   1838
ReV, Jam es Y o u n g _________ Louisville, K y .     ____ 1845
Rev. Thom as S. Abernathy Dayton, Ohio , ___1846
Rev. H. H. Brow n  Bridgeforth — _______ ——_1848
Rev. S. R. W r ig h t---— __. .N e w b e r n  _________________ 1850
Rev. P. R. McCrary________ S u m m e r fie ld  2___ 1 —  1851
Rev. J. II. W illoughby_____ G a y le s v i l le __________________ 1852

GRAND LECTURERS.
D avid H a r t w e l l  - ________ Lowndesboro  i -____ 1848
Thom as H arrison ___ _____-M ontgomery  -------------------- 1850
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Chapters. Locations. Counties. H igh Priests. Secretaries,

1 Tuscaloosa, Tuscaloosa, Tuscaloosa, H enry McGowen, H enry Kulper.
4 Monroe, Claiborne, Monroe, R. C. Torrey, Jam es M. Agee.
5 Euiiomia, H untsville, Madison, R. C. Brickell, J. T. Yeatm an.
6 Cyrus, Florence, Lauderdale, Sam ’l B. W eakley, T. F . Pettus.
9 Clinton, Athens, Lim estone, John Turrentine, J. W. Sloss.

10 Tuscumbia, Tuscumbia, Franklin, John Sevier, John N. Green.
11 Phoenix, Greensboro, Greene, F. M. Peterson, W. Kerr.
12 Marion, Marion, Perry, E. V. Levert, John G. Huekabee.
15 H ayneville, H ayneville, Lowndes, No report,
17 W etumpka, W etumpka, Autauga, W. A. Allen, W. T. H atchett.
18 Jameston, W arsaw, Sum cer, Gray Little, J. B. W ilkinson.
19 Mount Moriah, Clinton, Greene, D. Harrlfton, B. T. Higginbotham
20 Livingston, Livingston, Sumter, D. L. Ayres, S. W. H urley.
21 Mobile, Mobile, Mobile, H. S. Levert, J. A. Miller.
22 Montgomery, Montgomery, Montgomei^. H. P. W atson. B. S. Theiss.
23 Talladega, Talladega, Talladega, John M. Moore, W. Taylor.
24 Eufaula, Eufaula, Barbour, J. H. D anforth, C. W. Snow,
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25 Courtland, Court! and, Lawrence,
26 Union, Uniontown, Perry,
27 D ayton, Dayton, Marengo,
28 St. Johns, Selma, D allas,
29 Eureka, Lowndesboro, Lowndes,
30 Jam es Penn, Jacksonville, Benton,
31 Per. F riend sp Benton, Lowndes,
32 Fulton, Fulton, D allas,
33 Autauga, A utaugaville, A utauga,
34 Hermon, Union Springs, Macon,
35 Jas. L. D aniel, Glennville, Barbour,
36 Pickensville, Pickensville, Pickens,
37 Concord, LaFayette, Chambers,
39 Turnbull, Turnbull, Monroe,
40 Camden, Camden, W ilcox,
41 W ashington, Summerfield, D allas,
42 Macon, Auburn, Macon,
43 Tuskegee, Tuskegee, Macon,
44 Choctaw, Mt. Sterling, Choctaw,
45 D adeville, D adeville, Tallapoosa,
46 Jerusalem , N ew  Prospect, Greene,
48 M cKinley, McKinley, Marengo,

J. O. Baker,
J. L. Price,
E. D. Connor,
John ivi. Strong,
D. H artw ell,
J. R. Clark,
W. S. Knox, 
W illiam  H. Norris,
D. B. Smedley,
T. L. McGowen,
A. C. M itchell. 
D avid A. W alker,
E. J. Bacon,
No report,
S. G. Cochran,
P. R. McCrary,
J. W. W. Drake,
W. P. Chilton,
E. T. R idgeway,
A. W. Ballard,
No report.

|W. B. Modawell,

G. W. Griffin.
J. G. Hudson.
E. Rogers.
J. B. H arrison. 
A. ,T. Caffey.
M. J. Turnley. 
W. L. Earnest. 
W. M. Ridgeway. 
J. H. Golson.
E. W. Toney.
W. M. Turner. 
W. H. Terrill.
J. L. W illiam s.

J. 1). Catlin, Jr. 
C. N. Briggs.
P. H. Swanson. 
D aniel Sayre.
J. T. Foster,.
M. C. Lane.

Y. M. Moody.
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Chapters. Locations. Counties. H igh Priests. Secretaries,

4!) Hope, Hope, Pickens, No report,
50 Sum terville, Sum terville, Sumter, L. H. Anderson, W. G. Myers.
51 Franklin, Sparta, C 'onecuh, No report,
52 Allenton, Allenton, W ilcox, J. G. Bythewood, D. W. Carter.
53 Uc'nee, Uchee, Russell, M. W. D avis, T. M. W alton.
54 Tyrian, Troy, Pike, J. McCaleb W iley, R. F . Cook.
55 Suggsville, Suggsville, Clarke, Jam es S. D ickinson, Sam uel Forwood.
56 Zerubbabel, Oak Bowery, Chambers. H. S. W ilkinson, W. F. Slaton.
57 Lebanon, Lebanon, DeKalb, J. H. W illoughby, P. D. Phillips.
58 H artw ell, Cahaba, D allas, Jam es ivelly, J. a . Loder.
50 Bladon Spgs. Bladon Spgs. W ashington, W. A. D. W hite, A. H. H utchison.
00 Hiram, Bragg’s Store, Lowndes, S. D. Moorer, R. D . Hunter.
Oil Signet, Society H ill, Macon, T. F. Flournoy, R. T. Foote.
02 Rockford, Rockford. Coosa, W illiam  Garrett,
0>3 Midway, Midway, Barbour, W. A. W illis, J. C. P. Kennymore.
04 Central, M ontevallo, Shelby, Jam es George, H. H. Goodwin.
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GRAND .OFFICERS FOR TH E TEA R  1855.

M. E. W. A. F e r r e l l , of H ollow  Square, Grand H igh Priest.
E . J o h n  R. C l a r k , of Jacksonville, Dep. G. H. Priest. .
E. H. S. S h e l t o n , of P ickensville, Grand King.
E. M. W . D a v is , o f  Uchee, Grand Scribe.
E. R e v . M o s e s  P a d g e t t , of M idway, Grand Chaplain.
E. D a v id  H a r t w e l l , o f Lowndesboro, Grand Lecturer.
E. E. M. H a s t i n g s , of Montgomery, Grand Treasurer.
E. A m a n d  P .  P f is t e r , of Montgomery, Grand Secretary.
E. H. P. W a t s o n , of Montgomery, Grand C. Host.
E. A. P. B a r r y , of Clinton, , „r , ,> Grand M arshals.E. J. W. W. D r a k e , of Auburn, S
E . D . L. A y r e s , of L ivingston, Grand M aster 3rd V e il.
E. J. H. D a n f o r t h , of E ufaula, Grand M aster 2d Veil.
E. A. J. T e r r e l l , of W etumpka, Grand M aster 1st Veil.
E. T h o s . M c D o u g a l l , of Montgomery, Grand Sentinel.
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