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PROCEEDINGS

The Animal Convocation of the Grand Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Alabama rvas 
held at the Masonic H all, in the city of Tuscaloosa, 
commencing 011 Tuesday, the 8th day of December,
A. L. 5846, R. A. M. 2376, at 3 o’clock P. M.

P R E S E N T :
M. E. F e l i x  G. N o r m a n , G. H. P.

E. J a s . M c C a l e b  AVi l e y , D eputy G. H. P.
E. D a v id  H a r t w e l l , G. K. (p. t.)
E. Wm. H e n d r ix , G. S.
E. R e v . J a m e s  Y o t jn g , G. Chaplain.
E. E d w a r d  H e r n d o n , G. T reasurer.
E. A m a n d  P. P f i s t e r , G. Secretary.
E. S. A. M. W ood,
E. Wm. W a d d il l , J r.

J o s e p h  W. P i e r c e ,

PA ST GRAND O FFICERS.
M. E . N im rod E. Benson, E dw ard  H erndon, Wm. G arre tt, 

D oric S. Ball, Wm. A. F e rrill.
C H A PTER S R EP R E SE N T E D .

T u s c a l o o s a  C h a p t e r , No. 1-—A m and P. Pfister, H. P .; Wm. 
G arre tt, K ing; W m. H aw n, Scrihe.

E u n o m i a  C h a p t e r , N o . 5—D aniel B. T urner,*  King.
C y r u s  C h a p t e r , No. 6— S. A. M. Wood,* H. P .; Rev. Jam es 

Young,* Scribe.
C l i n t o n  C h a p t e r , No. 9—Jam es M. Brundidge, H. P. 
T u s c u m b i a  C h a p t e r , No. 1 0 — F e l i x  G. N orm an, H. P .; Lewis

B. T hornton ,*  Scribe.
‘ Proxies.

|  G. M arshals. 
. Sentinel.
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P h o e n i x  C h a t p e e , No. 11—Wm. K err,*  H. P.; John  McCor­

mick,* K ing; John  A tkins,* Scribe.
M a k io n  C h a p t e e , N o . 1 2— J o h n  N . W a l t h a l l , *  H. P.
G a i n e s v i l l e  C h a p t e e , N o . 13-—E dw ard  H erndon, H. P.
L e i g h t o n  C h a p t e e , No. 14—C harles A. Toney,* H. P .; W m .

D. Jones,* King.
W e t u m p k a  C h a p t e r ,  N o . 17—David H artw ell,*  H. P .; H enry  

K ulper,* K ing; W. C. Penick, Scribe.
J a m e s t o n  C h a p t e e , No. 18—H enry  G. L ittle,*  H. P . ; M o s e s  

B. K irk land , K ing ; George D. A rm strong, Scribe.
M t . M o r i a h  C h a p t e r , N o . 19—M. B. Posey, H. P.
L i v i n g s t o n  C h a p t e r , N o . 2 0 —Moses F . H oit, H. P .; P reston 

G. N ash, Scribe.
M o b il e  C h a p t e r , No. 2 1—D oric S. Ball,* H. P.
M o n t g o m e r y  C h a p t e r , No. 22— N im rod .E Benson,* H. P.
T a l l a d e g a  C h a p t e r , No. 23— Alex. G. Cotten, H. P .; Sam ’l.

D. W atson, King.
E u f a u l a  C h a p t e e , No. 24—J. McCaleb W iley,* H. P.
U n i o n  C h a p t e r ,  No. 26—Jam es L. Price,* H. P .; A. S. N ich­

olson,* King.
D a y t o n  C h a p t e r , No. 27—Sydney Sm ith, H. P.; W infield 

Woolf,* K ing; Rev. T. S. A bernathy,* Scribe.
S t . J o h n s  C h a p t e r , N o . 2 8—Wm. W addill, J r . ,  King.
J a m e s  P e n n , ( u . d . ) ,  N o . 3 0—John  R. C l a r k ,  Scribe.
P e r f e c t  F r i e n d s h i p  C h a p t e r , No. 31 (U. D .)— John  R. Som- 

m erville, Scribe.
The Grand Chapter was called to order by the 

M. E. Grand H. Priest, and after solemn prayer by 
the Rev. Grand Chaplain, declared opened in an­
cient form.

On motion of Comp. Hoit, the follotving commit­
tees were appointed:

O n  A c c o u n t s —Com panions G arre tt, T urner, W addill, T horn ­
ton, W althall.

’ Proxies.
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O n  C h a r t e r e d  C h a p t e r s -—Com panions H erndon, B rundidge, 

A tk ins, K err, Jones.
O n  D i s p e n s a t i o n s —Com panions Hoit, Cotten, Nicolson, Pe- 

nick, L ittle .
O n  B y -L a w s —Com panions N ash, W atson, Woolf, Toney, 

K irkland.
O n  F o r e ig n  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e —Com panions P rice, Wood, W al­

th a ll, Posey, Sm ith.
O n  W o r k —Com panions H artw ell, W iley, Benson, B ru n­

didge, Young, Ball, A rm strong.
O n  C r e d e n t ia l s —Com panions Posey, A hem athy, Sm ith, 

H oit, A tkins.
The Eeport of the Grand Secretary was read and 

referred to the Committee on Accounts.
REPORT.

The Grand S ecre tary  of th e  G rand C hapter of A labam a has 
th e  honor of rep o rtin g  th a t  th e  am oun t on hand  a t  th e  la s t
an nual Convocation w as______________________________ $1,430 49
Received since fo r D ispensations____________________  270 00
Received since from  contingen t fu n d _________________  54 50

$1,754 99
By am ount ordered to  be pa id  o u t  723 33

R em ain ing  on h a n d  $1,031 66

Since th e  la s t Convocation, th ree  D ispensations have issued 
for th e  establishm ent of new C hapters, to -w it: E ureka, No. 
29, a t  Lowndesboro, Lowndes C ounty; Jam es Penn, No. 30, a t  
Jacksonville, Benton C ounty; and Perfect F riend sh ip , a t  Ben­
ton, Lowndes County.

The G rand C hapter of A labam a now num bers tw enty-four 
Subordinates.

The am endm ent to th e  C onstitu tion  to reduce th e  an nual 
contributions from  Subord inate  C hapters to fifty cents fo r each 
m em ber, w ill have to  be finally acted on a t  th is  Convocation.
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All of w hich, w ith  th e  accom panying account cu rre n t and 

exhib its, is respectfu lly  subm itted .
Am and P. P f is te b ,1 G rand Secretary.

E X H IB IT  A. A m o u n t o f Gash received from, Chapters a t the
A nnual Convocation, 1845.

F rom  Tuscaloosa, No. 1   $ 19 00
Monroe, No. 4__________________________________  26 00
E unom ia, No. 5________________________________  25 00
Cyrus, No. 6------------------------------------------------------  31 00
C linton, No. 9----------------------------------------------------- 24 00
Tuscum bia, No. 10________________________   17 00
Phoenix, No. 11____________ ,_________  21 00
M arion, No. 12______  23 00
Gainesville, No. 13_____________________________  18 00
Leighton, No. 14_______________________________  20 00
W etum pka, No. 17-------------------------------------------   19 00
Jam eston , No. 18_______________________________  25 00
Mt. M oriah, No. 19  18 00
Livingston, No. 20----------------------------------------------  12 00
Mobile, No. 21_________________    30 00
M ontgom ery, No. 22____________________________  36 00
T allad ega,' No. 23______________________________  29 00
E ufau la , No. 24— r   30 00
Union, No. 26__________________ - ______________  23 00
Demopolis, No. 27________      10 00
St. Jo h n ’s, No. 28______________________________  20 00

$47G 00
E X H IB IT  B. A m o u n t o f Cash paid out by Order o f Grand 

Chapter.
1846. By cash re tu rn ed  to  C ourtland  C hapter_________ $ 90 00

By cash ap pro pria tion  to M asonic H a ll_____  133 33
By cash ap pro pria tion  to M. E. Jam es P en n    150 00
By cash ap pro pria tion  to H. P. Jew el_______  50 00
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By cash ap pro pria tion  to G rand S ecre tary   150 00
By cash ap pro pria tion  to C ontingent F u n d   150 00

$723 33
E X H IB IT  C. A m o u n t o f C ontributions received from  Subordi­

na te Chapters a t the  Convocation, 1846..
Prom  Tuscaloosa, No. 1_____________ :________________ $ 16 00

Monroe, No. 4______     32 00
Eunom ia, No. 5    14 00
Cyrus, No. 6____________      32 00
Clinton, No. 9____     26 00
Tuscum bia, No. 10_____________________________  24 00
Phoenix, No. 11   21 00
M arion, No. 12   ;_____ 21 00
Gainesville, No. 13_______    18 00
L eighton, No. 14    26 00
W etum pka, No. 17_____   9 50
Jam eston , No. 18 :________________  25 00
Mt. M oriah, No. 19_____________________________  17 00
L ivingston, No. 20  ___________ ________,______ 14 00
Mobile, No. 21_________________________________  34 00
M ontgom ery, No. 22_____________________   34 00
T alladega, No. 23____________________  23 00
E ufau la , No. 24     32 00
Union, No. 26___     15 00
Dayton, No. 27_________________________________  28 00
St. Johns, No. 28___________    17 00
E ureka, No. 29___        20 00
Jam es Penn, No. 30___________     18 00
P erfec t F riendsh ip , No. 31______________________ 11 00

$517 50
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D R. A m an d  P. Pfister, Grand Secretary, in  account until the  

Grand Chapter o f Alabam a.
Dec. 5, 1845. To balance, as per account, rend ered____ $954 49

D ispensations, E ureka, 29_________ $90.00
D ispensations, Jam es Penn, 30______ 90.00
D ispensations, Perf. F riendsh ip , 31 90.00— 270 00
A nnual contributions, 1845, E x h ib it A__  476 00
A nnual con tributions, 1846, E x h ib it C__  517 50
B alance from  contingent fu n d     54 50

$2,272 49
By am ount ordered to  be paid, E x h ib it B 723 33

B alance ,______________ : :____ $1,549 16
DR. C ontingent fu n d  in  account un th  Grand C hapter o f A la ­

bama.
Dec. 1845. To cash___________________________________ $150 00

By cash paid G rand Sen tinel fo r ser­
vices $15 00

By cash Slade, advertising , 1845 4 00
By cash  St. Jo h n ’s C hapter refunded 2 00
By cash M agazine and b ind ing 2 75
By cash Sundries G rand S en tin el__ 13 75
By cash P rin tin g  10 ch arte rs 10 00
By cash A d vertising  Convocation__ 5 00

By cash  Postage and s ta tio n e ry 8 00
By cash P r in tin g  Proceedings 35 00
By cash B alance to G rand T re a su ry . 54 50— $150 00

On motion of Comp. W ilev :
Resolved, T h a t a ll R. A. M asons presen t be inv ited  to a  seat 

in  th is  G rand Chapter.
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By Comp. H oit:

Resolved, 1st. T h a t th e  R eports from  C hartered  C hapters 
be referred  to th e  C om m ittee on C hartered  C hapters.

2. T h a t th e  Records, Books, P apers, and By-Laws of the  
C hapters und er D ispensation, be referred  to the  Com m ittee 
on C hapters un d er D ispensation.

3. T h a t the  Proceedings and C orrespondence of th e  o ther 
G rand C hapters be referred  to the Com m ittee on Foreign Cor­
respondence.

4. T h a t the  cred entia ls of the  proxies of the  officers of the 
S ubordinate C hapters be referred  to the C om m ittee on Cre­
dentials.

5. T h a t the  By-Laws of Subord inate  C hapters be referred  
to th e  Com m ittee on By-Laws.

The following, offered by I»ro. Ferrill, was read 
and referred to the Committee on Work.

Resolved, T h a t a ll R. A. M asons suspended or expelled by a 
Lodge of M aster M asons, shall be denied the  r ig h t to  v is it a 
C hapter o r hold converse w ith  a  R. A. M ason; and th a t  the 
C om m ittee on W ork report w h ether it  is n o t a  du ty  incum ­
bent on M asons no t to  s it in a  Lodge of M ark, P. or M. E. 
M asters, or a  C hapter, w ith  a  m em ber who has been expelled 
or susp en ded ; and if such du ty  is incum bent, how, or in w h at 
degree, such d u ty  is m ade ob ligatory ; and w hether the  H. P. 
or R. W. M. ought no t to  be m ore p a rtic u la r  in  h is  inqu iry  as 
to the  s tan d in g  of the  m em bers present, previous to  opening 
such Lodge or C hapter, th an  has here tofore been practiced.

Comp. W iley offered the fo llow in g:
Resolved, T h a t it  be refe rred  to a select com m ittee of five to 

ascerta in  and report th e  proprie ty  of d is tr ib u tin g  th e  su rp lus 
funds now in th e  G rand T reasury , am ongst the  Subordinate 
C hapters, fo r th e  purposes of education, and th a t  they report 
a t th e  ea rlie s t prac ticab le  m om ent.
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After some discussion, the following amendment 
was offered by Comp. Hendrix, and referred to a  se­
lect committee, v iz : Comps. Wiley, Hendrix, Tur­
ner, Price and Penick.

Resolved, T h a t the  funds on hand  belonging to  th is  G rand 
C hapte r, a f te r  deducting  th ree  hundred  dollars for expenses, 
be re tu rn ed  to  th e  Subordinate C hapters, in  portion  as paid 
in  fo r dues since th e  year 1841, w ith  instruction s to  be used 
only fo r purposes of education.

By Comp. Garrett:
Resolved, T h a t the  com m ittee, to whom  was referred  the 

sub jec t of d is tr ib u tin g  the  funds of the  G rand C hapter, be 
d irected  to enquire in to  the  expediency ( if  th e  com m ittee shall 
repo rt in  favor of d is trib u tio n ) of d irec tin g  the  am ount w hich 
shall be found due to  each C hapter, to be paid to  a  .proper 
com m ittee of each C hapter, to  be appropria ted  solely in  th e  
education of th e  ch ild ren  of R  A. M asons, and requ ire  a  re­
port to  th e  G rand  C hapter, from  tim e to tim e, showing the  
ap propria tion  of said funds.

AM ENDM ENT TO T H E  CONSTITUTION ADOPTED.
T h a t th e  13th Section of the  4th A rticle of th e  C onstitu tion  

of th is  G rand C hapter be so am ended as to  change th e  words 
“one do lla r” to  “fifty cents.”

16 ayes— 2 nays.
The Grand Chapter then adjourned to tomorrow, 

2 o’clock, P. M.
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W e d n e s d a y ,  D e c  9, 2 o’clock, P. M. 

The Grand Chapter convened pursuant to ad­journment.
P R E S E N T :

M. E. F e l i x  G. N o r m a n , G. H. P.
E . J a m e s  M c C a l e b  W i l e y , D e p .  G . H .  P .
E. D a v id  H a r t w e l l , G. K. (p. t.)
E. Wm. H e n d r i x , G. S.
E . R e v . J a m e s  Y o u n g , G . Chaplain.
E. E d w a r d  H e r n d o n , G. T reasurer.
E. A m a n d  P. P f i s t e r , G. Secretary.
E. S t e r l i n g  A. M. W o o d , J
E. W m . W a d d il l , J r .  j  G. M arshals,

J o s e p h  W. P i e r c e , G. Sentinel.
PA ST GRAND O FFIC ERS.

M. E. N. E. Benson, G. H. P . ; E dw ard  H erndon, Dep. G. H. 
P .; Wm. A. F e rrill, G. K ing; Wm. G arrett, G rand T reasu rer; 
D oric S. Ball, G rand Secretary.

CHAPTERS.
Nos. 1, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12. 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20. 21, 22, 23.

24. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.
M o n r o e  C h a p t e r , N o . 4—H enry  F . S terns, H. P.
Moved that the report of the above Chapter he 

referred to the Committee on Chartered Chapters.
\Comp. Hoit, from the Committee on Dispensa­

tions, made the following report, which was con­curred in :
REPORT No. 1.

Your com m ittee have carefu lly  exam ined the  Records, By- 
Laws, and R etu rn s of P erfec t F riendsh ip , No. 31, Jam es Penn,
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No. 30, and E ureka , No. 29. They find the  R ecords of th e  first 
nam ed generally  correct. T he verbiage of th e  R ecords of all 
of them  is m ore or less objectionable and ought to be im prov­
ed. W ords and te rm s a re  used w hich have a  doubtful or 
s tra in ed  m eaning. T he By-Laws of P e rfec t' F rien d sh ip  seem 
to  require  the  H. P. to call a m eeting  of the  C hapter upon the 
application  of th ree  or m ore Com panions; also au thorizes the  
suspension or expulsion of any m em ber for disorderly  conduct 
—an  offense your com m ittee consider too vague an d  indefinite.

T he R ecords of E u rek a  show, th a t  a t  several tim es pe titions 
w ere presented , acted upon, and th e  degrees conferred upon 
th e  candidates a t  th e  sam e m eeting, w ithout its  being consid­
ered  a  case of emergency, as  is required.

Your com m ittee find m any irre g u la ritie s  and inaccuracies 
in  th e  Records of Jam es P enn  C hapter, w hich seem  to  have 
resu lted  from  ina tten tion . They also find proceedings record­
ed wholly a t variance w ith  co n stitu tion al au th o rity  an d  the  
long established usages of the  O rder: as fo r  instance the  re ­
ceiving the  pe titions of candidates and co nferring  the  degrees 
a t  th e  sam e m eetings, w ithout due regard  to 5 th  Section of th e  
4th A rticle of the  C onstitution.

They find th a t  the  By-Laws au thorize  Com panions, in ab­
sence of th e  H. P., K. and S., to  call a m eeting  of the  C hapter 
fo r the  tran sac tio n  of business; and also th a t  w hen a  pe tition  
for affiliation is no t accom panied w ith  a  certificate of w ith ­
draw al from  th e  C hapter to w hich th e  cand idate  belonged, the  
sam e proceedings, shall be had as in  the  case of pe tition  for 
in itia tion ,—thereby  as  your com m ittee believe, infringing 
upon the 5th Section of the 3rd A rticle  of the  C onstitu tion  of 
th e  G eneral G rand C hapter.

Your com m ittee find th a t  six  of the  R. A. M asons nam ed 
in the D ispensation  are  re tu rned  as hav ing  never m et w ith  
the  C hapter and no dues are  paid  fo r them . Y our com m ittee 
believe th a t  they  w ere m ade m em bers of the  C hapter, by th e ir  
being nam ed in  -the D ispensation, and recom m end th e  Chap­
te r  be notified by Comp. G. Secretary, of th is  delinquency, and 
th a t  th e  dues m ust be paid.
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Your com m ittee, tru s tin g  th a t  th e  e rro rs  an d  irreg u la ritie s  

poin ted  out w ill no t be perm itted  to m ar the  subsequent rec­
ords, and th a t  the  By-Laws w ill be properly  am ended, re­
spectfu lly  recom m end th a t ch arte rs  be g ran ted  to said  Chap-

Comp. Posey submitted the follow ing report, 
which was concurred i n :

CRED EN TIA LS.
T he com m ittee, to  whom  was referred  the  cred en tia ls  of 

proxies who are  thereby  co nstitu ted  m em bers of the  M. E. G. 
C hapter, have carefu lly  exam ined th e  same, and find them  to  
be co rrect and in  s tr ic t  accordance w ith  the  requ isition s of 
the  C onstitu tion  of th e  G rand C hapter.

The Grand Chapter then proceeded to the elec­
tion of its officers for the ensuing year, which re­
sulted as fo llow s:
M. E. F e l i x  G. N o r m a n , o f  Tuscum bia, G. H igh P riest.

E . W i l l i a m  H e n d r ix , o f  M a r i o n ,  D e p .  G . H .  P .
E. S t e r l in g  A. M. W ood , o f  Florence, G rand  King.
E. S i d n e y  S m i t h , of D ayton, G rand  Scribe.
E. J a m e s  M. B r u n d i d g e , of A thens, J 
E. J o h n  N. W a l t h a l l , of M arion, j  G rand M arshals. 

H e n r y  K u l p e r , of Tuscaloosa, G rand Sentinel.

The M. E. G. H. P. made the following appoint­
ments :

M . B. P o s e y , o f  E utaw , G rand  P rin . S o j .
W m . K e r r , o f  G r e e n s b o r o ,

ters. M o s e s  F. H o i t , C hairm an.

M. B. P o s e y , C hairm an.

A l e x . G. C o t t e n , of T alladega, 
W m . C . P e n i c k , of W etum pka,

19 B
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The following Companions asked and obtained 
leave of absence:

W addill, of St. Johns C hapter, No. 26.
T urner, of Eunom ia C hapter, No. 5.
S terns, of M onroe C hapter, No. 4.
The following Report and Resolutions were re­

ceived and concurred in :
REPORT.

T he select com m ittee, to  whom  was refe rred  the  R esolution 
of Comp. W iley, w ith  the  am endm ents of Comps. H endrix  and 
G arre tt, on th e  subject of the  d is tribu tion  of th e  funds of the  
G rand C hapter am ong th e  different S ubordinate C hapters un­
der th is  ju risd ic tio n , have had the  subject un d er th e ir  serious 
deliberation , and beg leave to  rep o rt th a t  they have come to 
th e  follow ing conclusions:

1st. T h a t sa id  fund  should be d is trib u ted  am ongst th e  Sub­
ord ina te  C hapters in  proportion  to the  various sum s paid in 
by them  for dues since the  an n ua l Convocation of 1841.

2nd. T h a t said fund  should be applied to  the  education of 
the  ch ild ren  of R. A. Masons only.

Your com m ittee, in  view  of the  above, have  in s tru c ted  me 
to report the follow ing R esolutions, and ask th e  concurrence 
of th is  G rand C hapter in  th e ir  adoption.

Resolved, 1st. T h a t the  funds now in  hands in  th is  G rand 
C hapter (a f te r  re ta in in g  an  am ount sufficient to  m eet the  ex­
penses of th e  cu rren t year) be d is trib u ted  am ongst th e  Sub­
ord ina te  C hapters in  proportion  to th e  several am ounts paid 
in  by them  for dues to the  G rand C hapter since th e  Convoca­
tion  of 1841.

R esolved, 2nd. T h a t a  com m ittee of th ree  be appointed to 
asce rta in  and rep o rt th e  re la tiv e  d is tr ibu tiv e  proportion  of 
each S ubord inate  C hapter under the  foregoing resolution .

J. M c C a u e b  W i l e y , C hairm an.
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The following Companions were appointed under 
the foregoing R esolution:

W iley, H endrix , T urner, Price, Penick.
Comp. Nash submitted the following Report:

ON BY-LAWS.
T he C om m ittee on By-Laws beg leave to rep o rt th a t they 

have exam ined a  copy of the  By-Laws of D ayton C hapter, No. 
27, w hich they  find to  conform  in  every p a rticu la r, to th e  re­
qu irem en ts  of th e  C onstitu tion  of th is  G rand C hapter, an d  to 
be in  accordance w ith  the  sp ir it of th e  Order.

P r e s t o n  G. N a s h , C hairm an.
The following Report on Chapters under D ispen­

sation was offered by Comp. Hoit, and concurred 
in :

REPO R T NO. 2.
Your com m ittee have carefu lly  exam ined th e  Records and 

By-Laws of St. Johns C hapter, No. 28, no o ther papers of said 
C hapter hav ing  been subm itted  to them .

They find th e  R ecords defective in some im po rtan t pa rticu ­
lars, and various proceedings recorded w hich are  a t variance 
w ith  th e  C onstitu tion  of th is  and  th e  G eneral G rand  C hapter, 
and th e  long estab lished  usages of th e  O rder; b u t i t  is  due to 
said C hapter here to  s ta te  th a t  the  records of th e  la te r  Convo­
cations contain  less defects, and ex h ib it less irregu la ritie s , 
th a n  those of older date.

They find th a t  th e  records kep t in  too loose and careless a 
m anner; in  nam ing  the officers, proper regard  has no t been 
had to the  order of nam ing  them —th a t  “d ispensation” is f re ­
quently  used fo r “dispensed w ith ”—th e  w ord “T yler” for 
“ Sentinel,” &c. &c. These irreg u la ritie s , how ever, a re  com­
para tiv e ly  of m inor im portance, and would not have been no­
ticed  b u t from  the  fac t th a t the  R ecords of th is  C hapter have 
been before th e  G rand  C hapter a t  a  previous Con­
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vocation. B ut th e re  a re  some erro rs  of g rea te r m o m en t: your 
com m ittee find th a t  several called m eetings w ere held  w ithout 
the order for th e  sam e being spread  upon the  m inu tes, or its 
appearing  w h at business they  w ere called to  tran sac t—th a t 
several tim es th e  petitions of candidates fo r th e  D egrees of 
the  C hapter w ere presented, refe rred  and reported  upon a t the 
sam e m eeting, and then  a  vote of em ergency recorded, and the 
degrees conferred ; and frequen tly  the  petitions of candidates 
w ere received, referred , reported  on, the  candida tes balloted 
for, and some of the  degrees conferred  a t  the  sam e m eeting, 
w ithou t its  appearing  upon th e  records th a t it  w as a t th e  tim e 
considered a  case of em ergency. They also find th a t  business, 
o the r than  th a t re la tin g  to the  degrees, was transac ted  in 
o the r degrees th an  th e  C hapter.

They find th e  By-Law s generally  c o rre c t; b u t by artic les  10 
and 11, th a t  th e  C hapter has a  T yler in stead  of a  Sentinel as 
designated by the  C onstitu tion  of th is  G rand C hapter, A rticle 
4, section 1 .

Your com m ittee, in  consideration  of the  prem ises, inasm uch 
as a decided im provem ent in  th e  R ecords is m an ifest, as above 
stated , and tru s tin g  th a t  th e  defects and e rro rs  pointed out 
will be corrected, respectfully  recommend th a t  a c h a rte r  be 
g ran ted  to  sa id  C hapter, upon the  su rre n d er of th e ir  D ispen­
sation  and m aking  th e ir  annual re tu rn  a t th is  Convocation.

, M. F. H o i t , C hairm an .
The Grand Chapter adjourned until tomorrow, 

2 o’clock, P. M. 

T h u r s d a y ,  Dec. 10, 1846. 
The Grand Chapter convened pursuant to ad­

journment. P R E S E N T :
M. E. F e l i x  G. N o r m a n , G. H. P.

E . J a  j e s  M cC a l e b  W i l e y , D e p .  G . H. P .
E. D a v id  H a r t w e l l , G. K. (p. t . )
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E. W i l l i a m  H e n d r i x , G. S.
E. Rev. T. S. A b e r n a t h y , G. Chaplain.
E. E d w a r d  H e r n d o n , G. T reasu rer.
E. A m a n d  P. P f i s t e r , G. Secretary.
E. S. A. M. W o od , \  G. M arshals.E. J. N. W a l t h a l l , J

J o s e p h  W. P i e r c e , G. Sentinel.
PAST GRAND O FFIC ER S.

M. E. N. E. Benson, G. H. P .; E dw ard  H erndon, Dept. G.. H. 
P .; Wm. A. F e rrill, G. K .; Doric S. Ball, G rand Secretary.

CHAPTERS.
Nos. 1, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 

26, 27, 29, 30, 31.
PR O PO SED  AM ENDM ENT TO T H E  CONSTITUTION.

T h a t th e  1st Section of th e  1st A rticle of th e  C onstitu tion  
of th is  G rand C hapter be am ended, hy adding  to  the  lis t  of 
officers the re in  nam ed, a f te r  “G rand C haplain ,” “G rand Lec­
tu re r .”

The following, ■ offered by Comp. W iley, was 
adopted:

W hereas, th e re  is a  g rea t va rie ty  of w ork pursued  in  the 
d ifferent S ubord inate  C hapters und er th is  ju risd ic tio n ; and 
w hereas, it is desirab le  th a t  an un ifo rm  system  of w ork should  
be observed th roug h ou t the  whole S ta te ; and w hereas, th is  
can be only effected by the  appo in tm en t of a  G rand L ecturer.

Therefore he i t  Resolved, T h a t th e re  be appointed by th is  
G rand C hapter a G rand L ectu re r for th e  ensu in g  year, who 
sha ll receive for h is services such sum s as the Subordinate 
C hapters m ay see fit.

The Grand Chapter appointed Comp. W illiam  
A. Ferrill, Grand Lecturer, under the foregoing 
resolution.
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The Committee on Foreign Correspondence made 
the following Report, which was concurred i n :

REPORT.
Your com m ittee have carefu lly  exam ined th e  proceedings 

subm itted  to  them  by the  G rand Secretary , to w it: the  G rand 
C hapters of New H am pshire , New York, V irgin ia. Ind iana, 
M ississippi, and K entucky.

The Proceedings of these G rand C hapters ind icate  an  evi­
dent im provem ent in  the  zeal of the C om panions of our m ost 
sublim e degrees, and £our com m ittee reg re t th a t  no m ore of 
th e  G rand C hapters of the  U nited S ta tes  th o u g h t proper to 
send us copies of th e ir  P roceeding s; and recom m end th a t  th e  
correspondence be continued, and th a t th e  a tten tio n  of o ther 
G rand C hapters be again  called to th is  im po rtan t subject.

Your com m ittee deem it  a p a rt of th e ir  du ty  to  in fo rm  th is  
G rand C hapter, th a t th e  G rand C hapter of V irg in ia  refers  to 
and reprehends th e  practice adopted by th is  and some of the  
G rand C hapters of “ad journ ing ,” in stead  of “closing” in  an­
c ien t form . T he G rand C hapter of V irg in ia  m akes th e  degrees 
of Royal and Select M asters inc iden t to R. A. C hapters, and 
causes them  to  precede the  M. E. M. and R. A. d eg rees ; it  re­
fers to and recom m ends a  reconsideration  of the  order fo r 
conferring  these degrees as adopted by th e  G rand  C hapter of 
A labam a. Y our com m ittee do no t p retend  to  dictate, or even 
advise th is  G rand  C hapter on these su b jec ts ; b u t would re­
spectfu lly  suggest th e  proprie ty  of cau tiously  review ing such 
portions of its  proceedings as any S ister G rand C hapter m ay 
deem objectionable. J a m e s  L .  P r i c e , C hairm an.

On motion—
Resolved, T h a t the  dues of Comp. A. C unningham  and C. G. 

C unningham , whose nam es appear upon the  m inu tes of Jam es 
P enn  C hapter, be rem itted ; i t  appearing  th a t  said  Com panions 
a re  m em bers of T alladega C hapter, and as such have paid 
th e ir  dues in  th is  G rand C hapter.
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The following Report was read and concurred i n :
Y our com m ittee, to  whom  w as referred  the  R eports from  the  

several Subord inate  C hapters under your ju risd iction , beg 
leave to rep o rt th a t  they  have given them  a  s tr ic t  and care­
fu l exam ination , and find them  all to  be correct and in  con­
fo rm ity  w ith  th e  C onstitu tion  of th is  G rand C hapter, except 
th e  follow ing C hapters, to w i t : W etum pka C hapter, No. 17. 
repo rts  19 m em bers, and pays $9.50, w hich should be $19; 
M onroe C hapter, No. 4, re tu rn s  each m em ber a t  50c, w hen it 
should be $1.00: said C hapter reports  th irty -tw o m em bers at 
$16, w hich should be $32.00.

Y our com m ittee find m ost of the  R eports m ade in a  neat 
and carefu l m anner; s tr ic t reg a rd  hav ing  been paid, w ith  very  
sligh t v a ria tio n  on th e  p a r t  of some of them , to  th e  form s 
p rescribed by th e  C onstitu tion . These few exhib it on the  lis t 
of m em bers the  nam es of persons dim itted, which p rac tice we 
recom m end would be he reafte r om itted.

E d w a r d  H e r n d o n , C hairm an.
ON FINA NCE.

T he com m ittee, to  whom  w as refe rred  the  an n ua l R eport of 
th e  G rand Secre tary , toge ther w ith  the  accom panying docu­
m ents, vouchers, &c., have exam ined the  sam e, and beg leave 
to  rep o rt th a t  th ey  find th e  accounts and vouchers correctly  
s tated , tow it:
A m ount of cash  on hand  a t  th e  la s t an nual Report__$ 954 49 
A m ount received from  various sources s ta ted  in  re­

p o rt    800 50

$1,754 99
A m ount expended by order of G rand C hapter a t the

la s t C onvocation_____________________________________ 723 33

$1,031 66 
♦
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A m ount co n tribu tion  received a t  p resen t Convocation 517 50

$1,549 16
T he n e t sum  in  cash belonging to  the  G rand C hapter ap­

pears to your com m ittee is one thou sand  five hun dred  and 
forty-nine dollars and six teen cen ts; w hich is in th e  hands of 
th e  G rand Secretary , and sub jec t to  the  order of the  G rand 
C hapter

Your com m ittee find th e  am oun t appro pria ted  to  th e  G rand 
S ecre tary  a t  the  la s t an n ua l Convocation w as one hundred  
an d  fifty dollars. B elieving th is  too m uch, the  com m ittee 
recom m end the  adoption of th e  follow ing resolution :

R esolved, T h a t the  sum  of one hundred  do llars be appro­
p ria ted  fo r th e  pay of th e  G rand S ecre tary  for h is  services d u r­
in g  th e  p a st year. W i l l i a m  G a r k e t t , C hairm an.

Comp. Wood submitted a memorial from Cyrus 
Chapter, complaining of Leighton Chapter, No. 14, 
which was referred to  the Committee on Chartered 
Chapters.

The Grand Chapter adjourned until tomorrow, 
2 o’clock, P. M.

F r i d a y ,  December 11, 2 o’clock, P. M.
The Grand Chapter met pursuant to adjourn­

ment.
P R E S E N T :

M. E. F e l ix  G. N o r m a n , G. H . P.
E. W i l l i a m  H e n d r i x , Dep. G. H . P.
E. S. A. M. W o o d , G. K.
E. S id n e y  S m i t h , G. S.
E. R e v . T h o m a s  S. A b e r n a t h y . G. Chaplain.
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E. J o i i n  R. S o m e r v i l l e , G. T reasu re r ( p .  t . )
E .  A h a n d  P .  P f i s t e b , G . S e c r e t a r y .
E. M o s e s  F. H o i t , I
E. M. B. P o s e y , M a r s l l a l s -

J o s e p h  W. P i e r c e , G. Sentinel.
PA ST GRAND O FFICERS.

M. E. N im rod E. Benson, G. H. P.; E dw ard H erndon, Dept. 
G. H. P .; W illiam  A. F e rr ill, G. K.; W illiam  G arre tt, G. T reas 
u re r ; D oric S. Ball, G rand Secretary.

CHAPTERS.
Nos. 1, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 

26, 27, 29, 30, 31.
The Grand Chapter proceeded to the installation  

of its Grand Officers elect. M. E. Nimrod E. Ben 
son, Past G. H. P., officiated and duly installed  
them into their respective places.

Companion Posey offered the following resolu­
tion, which was adopted:

Resolved, T h a t a  com m ittee consisting  of th ree  he appointed, 
whose du ty  it  sha ll be to  revise th e  C onstitu tion  of th is  Grand 
C hapter, and rep o rt a t the nex t annual Convocation.

Comps, Posey, Hendrix and Pfister were appoint­
ed.

Comp. Herndon submitted the following report, 
which was concurred i n :

Your com m ittee, to  whom w as referred  th e  papers fro m  
C yrus C hapter, No. 6, in  rela tio n  to  th e  E. of Com panion Ro- 
sen tha ll, in L eighton C hapter, No. 14, when the said Compan­
ion was a  res iden t w ith in  the  ju risd ic tion  of th e  fo rm er Chap­
ter, beg leave to r e p o r t :
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T h a t th e  princip le involved in  th e  offense alleged, is one of 

v ita l im portance to  th a t  harm o ny  an d  good feeling  w hich 
should ex ist betw een the  Subord inate  C hapte rs; and of fu r ­
th e r and  s till h igh er in te re s t to the  C raft, fo r th e  purpose of 
p reven ting  unw orthy  Com panions from  being E.

If  a  S ubord inate  C hapter m ay E. any one on m aking appli­
cation, w ith o u t reference to th e  ju risd ic tio n  of th is  C hapter, 
i t  w ill be im possible to  p revent those who a re  unw orthy  from  

1 being received into our m ost sublim e degrees.
Your com m ittee cannot express too strongly  th e ir  disappro­

bation  of a  course ten d in g  tow ards resu lts  so destructive  and 
onerous to  the  good of M asonic C om panionship.

T he C onstitu tion  of th is  G rand C hapter provides in  Section 
10 of the  4th A rticle, th a t  “No candidate  res id in g  in  or n ear 
any c ity  or tow n w here a  C hapter of R. A. M asons is holden 
under th is  ju risd ic tion , shall be advanced or E. in  any Chap­
te r  in  any o the r place w ith o u t a  recom m endation fro m  the  
C hapter n earest the  place w here the  said  candidate  resides.”

Y our com m ittee have set out th is  a rtic le  a t  len g th  for the 
purpose of ca lling  th e  a tten tio n  of a ll Subord inate  C hapters 
p a rticu la rly  to  it ;  as they  have learned  th a t  m any cases have 
recurred  in opposition to  its  provisions.

E d w a b d  H e k n d o n , C hairm an.
On motion of Comp. H oit:

R esolved, T h a t a  com m ittee of th ree , on W ork, be appointed 
—whose du ty  i t  sh a ll be to m eet on M onday previous to  the 
nex t Convocation of th is  G rand C hapter a t  the place of hold­
ing th e  sam e, and p repare a report, w hich sh a ll be m ade as 
soon as practicable.

Comps. Ferrill, Brundidge and Benson were ap­
pointed said committee.
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The .following Companions obtained leave of ab­
sence :

A lexander G. Cotten, of T alladega C hapter.
Moses F. H oit, of L ivingston C hapter.
T. S. A bernathy, of Dayton C hapter.
The Grand Chapter adjourned to tomorrow, 9 o’clock, A. M.

S a t u r d a y ,  December 12, 1846, 9 o’clock, A. M. 
The Grand Chapter convened pursuant to ad­journment.

P R E S E N T :
M. E. F e l i x  G. N o r m a n , G. H. P.

E. W i l l i a m  H e n d r ix , Dep. G. H. P.
E. S. A. M. W o od , G. K.
E. S id n e y  S m i t h , G. S.
E. E d w a r d  H e r n d o n , G. T reasurer.
E. A m a n d  P. P f i s t e r , G. Secretary.
E. A. S. N i c h o l s o n , I_  , T t .  VG. M arshals.E. M. B. P o s e y ,  i

J o s e p h  W. P i e r c e , G. Sentinel.
* PA ST GRAND O FFICERS.
M. E. N. E. Benson, G. H. P . : J, McCaleb W iley, D. G. H. P . ; 

W illiam  A. F e rrill, G. K.
CHAPTERS.

Nos. 1, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 21, 22, 24, 26, 27, 29. 
30, 31.

The following resolution was adopted:
R esolved, T h a t th e  sum  of tw o hun dred  do llars be ap pro pri­

ated to defray  the  expenses of th e  rep resen ta tion  to the  next
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tr ien n ia l m eeting  of the  G eneral G rand C hapter of th e  United 
'S tates to  he holden in  the  city  of Colum bus in the  S ta te  of 
Ohio on th e  2d Tuesday of Septem ber, 1847.

Comp. W iley made the following Report, which 
was approved and concurred in :

T he select com m ittee to whom  it was referred  to  ascerta in  
and rep o rt the  am oun t of m oney in  th is  G rand C hapter, and 
also to asce rta in  and rep o rt th e  d is tr ibu tiv e  proportion  of each 
S ubord inate  C hapter according to the  several am ounts paid in 
by them  fo r dues since the G rand Convocation of 1841, beg 
leave to  report:

T h a t th ey  find in  the  G rand T reasu ry  the  sum  of $1,549.16: 
th a t of th is  sum, one hu n d red  dollars has been appropria ted  
to  pay the  G rand S ecre tary  for h is services, and four hundred  
an d  forty-four 16-100 do llars have been set aside as a con 
tin g e n t fund  to  pay all the  expenses of the  cu rren t year; 
(w hich am oun t your com m ittee deem am ply sufficient for 
such purpose) w hich being deducted from  the  above sum  of 
fifteen hundred  and forty-nine 16-100 dollars, now leaves in
h and  th e  sum  of one thousand  and five 10-100 do llars to be
d istribu ted  am ongst the  various Subord inate  C hapters. They 
also find th a t und er said reso lu tion  th e  S ubord inate  C hapters 
a re  en titled  to th e  various sum s affixed to  th e ir  nam es and 
num bers, viz:
Tuscaloosa, No. 1_____________________________________ $30 18*
Monroe, No. 4   66 70
Eunom ia, No. 5_______________________________________  59 34
Cyrus. No. 6__________________________________________  69 00*
C linton, No. 9________________________________________  46 46*
Tuscum bia, No. 10 :  53 36*
Phoenix, No. 11_______________________________________  42 32*
M arion, No. 12    53 36*
G ainesville, No. 13____________________________________ 43 34*
L eighton, No. 14_______________________________________ 21 16*
W etum pka, No. 17____ ,______ -._________    37 72*



Jam eston , No. 18  51 06*
Mt. M oriah, No» 19______ .      __ 40 00*
Livingston, No. 20 :_ 32 20*
Mobile, No. 21     79 12*
M ontgomery, No. 22 92 16*
T alladega, No. 23    56 12*
E ufau la , No. 24 44 62*
Union, No. 26______   ;______  24 84*
Dayton, No. 27_____________ ______ 1___________________ 17 38*
St. Johns. No. 28   16 10
E ureka , No. 29_________________ ____   L  9 10*
Jam es Penn, No. 30  8 28*
P erfec t F riend sh ip , No. 31   5 06*

* Paid.
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Upon exam ination  of all the  orders and R esolutions on the 
subject of d is trib u tin g  th is  fund, your com m ittee do no t see 
th a t any m eans have been provided to enable the  various 
Subordinate C hapters to draw  th e ir  proportion  of th e  above 
funds from  the  G rand T reasu ry ; and for the purpose of re­
m oving th is  difficulty, they ask the  adoption of th e  follow­
ing resolutions:

1st. Resolved, T h a t the R epresenta tives of the  d ifferent 
C hapters now in attendance be au thorized  to draw  from  the 
G rand T reasu ry  the am ount set aside for th e ir  respective 
C hapters, and receipt fo r the same.

2d. Resolved, T hat in  all cases in w hich a  Subordinate 
C hapter is not now represen ted  in th is  G rand  Convocation, 
th a t the  High P rie s t of such C hapter be au thorized  to draw  
the  d is tribu tive  share  of such C hapter by order in  w riting , on 
the  G rand T reasury , tested by the  Secretary, w ith  the  Seal 
of said C hapter affixed thereto.

J a m e s  M c C a l e b  W i l e y , C hairm an.
No other business appearing, the Grand Chapter 

of Alabama was closed in ample form after an ad­
dress to the Throne of Divine Grace.
Attest, F e l i x  G. N o r m a n ,  G. H . P .

A m a n d  P .  P f i s t e r ,  Grand Secretary.
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L IS T  OF SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS.

TUSCALOOSA C HAPTER, No. 1, TUSCALOOSA.
Arnand P. Pfister, H. P. C arte r R. H arrison, Sec. 

S ixteen Members.
MONROE C H A PTER, No. 4, CLAIBORNE.

H enry F. S terns, H. P. C harles H. Foster, Sec.
T hirty-tw o Members.

EUNOMIA CHAPTER, No. 5. H U NTSVILLE.
Sam uel C oltart, H. P. H arrison  T. C arr, Sec.

Fourteen  Members.
CYRUS C HAPTER, No. 6. FLORENCE.

W illiam  B. Wood, H. P. S. A. M. Wood, Sec.
T hirty-tw o Members.

CLINTON CHAPTER. No. 9, A thens.
Jas. M. Brundidge, PI. P. F rederick  T ate, Sec.

Twenty-six Members.
TUSCUMBIA C HAPTER, No. 10, TUSCUMBIA.

Felix  G. N orm an, H. P. W illiam  R ollston, Sec.
Tw enty-four Members.

PH O E N IX  C HAPTER, No. 11, GREENSBORO.
C harles W helan, H . P. Joseph C. M eredith , Sec.

Twenty-one Members.



MARION C HAPTER, No. 12, MARION.
John  H. Goree, H. P. W. R. Brown, Sec.

Twenty-one Members.
GA IN ESV ILLE CHAPTER, NO. 13, G A IN ESVILLE.

E dw ard  H erndon, H. P. E. R. Faw cett, Sec.
E igh teen  Members.

LEIGHTON CHAPTER, No. 14, LEIGHTON.
W illiam  Leigh, H. P. Philem on K ing, Sec.

Twenty-six Members.
W ETUM PKA CHAPTER, NO. 17, W ETUMPKA.

A. A. M cW horter, H. P. W. B. Cooper, Sec.
N ineteen Members.

JAM ESTON CHAPTER, NO. 18, WARSAW.
W illiam  L ittle , H. P. w. V. H are, Sec.

Twenty-five Members.
MOUNT MORIAH CHAPTER, NO. 19. EUTAW.

M. B. Posey, H. P. C harles T. M urphy. Sec.
Seventeen Members.

LIVINGSTON CHAPTER, NO. 20, LIVINGSTON.
Moses F. Hoit. H. P. P reston  G. Nash. Sec.

Fou rteen  Members.
MOBILE C HAPTER, NO. 21, MOBILE.

R ufus Greene, H. P. E dw in R ust, Sec.
Thirty-five Members.
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MONTGOMERY CHAPTER, NO. 22, MONTGOMERY.

Thom as W elsh, H. P. H orace T arleton , Sec.
T h irty -e igh t Members.

TALLADEGA CHAPTER, NO. 23, TALLADEGA.
Alex’r  J . Cotten, H. P. A. G. Storey, Sec.

T w enty-three Members.
EUPAULA CHAPTER, No. 24, EUFAULA.

Z. J. Daniel, H. P. C. W. Snow, Sec
T hirty-tw o Members.

UNION CHAPTER, NO. 26. UNIONTOWN.
R ichard  C larke, H. P. A. P. W alke, Sec.

T h irty  Members.
DAYTON C HAPTER, NO. 27, DAYTON.

Sydney Sm ith , H. P. W. A. D. W hite, Sec.
T w enty-eight Members.

ST. JOHN S CHAPTER. NO. 28, SELMA.
J. M. S trong, H. P. L. W. C hapm an, Sec.

Seventeen Members.
EU R EK A  C HAPTER, NO. 29, LOW NDESBORO.

David H artw ell, H. P. Thom as C. H artw ell, Sec.
Tw enty Members.

JAM ES PEN N  CHAPTER, NO. 30, JACKSONVILLE.
Jo h n  M. Moore. H. P. Jam es L. Lewis, Sec.

E ighteen Members.



PE R F E C T  F R IE N D S H IP  C HAPTER, NO. 31, BENTON.
R. K. H arrison , H. P. S. P. Ferguson , Sec.

E leven Members.
L IB ER TY  CHAPTER, NO. 32, L IB ER TY  H ILL.

W illiam  H. N orris, H. P.
G ran ted  Since A djournm ent.
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List of Grand Secretaries, so far as is ascertained.
M a i n e —A rth u r Shirley , Portland .
N e w  H a m p s h i r e —H osea Fessenden, Concord. 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s —Thom as W aterm an , Boston.
R h o d e  I s l a n d — Jam es H utch inson , Paw tucket.
C o n n e c i c u t — E . G . Storer, New Haven.
N e w  Y o r k —John  C. Cole, Albany.
P e n n s y l v a n i a —W. H. Adam s, Philadelph ia.
M a r y l a n d —Joseph R obinson, B altim ore.
V i r g i n i a —John Dove, Richmond.
S o u t h  C a r o l in a —A lb ert G . M ackey, C harleston.
G e o r g ia — S im ri Rose, Macon.
L o u i s i a n a —F . V errier, New Orleans.
M i s s i s s i p p i —W illiam  Wing, Jackson.
K e n t u c k y —P hilip  Sw igert, F rank fo rt.
T e n n e s s e e —Joh n  S. D ashiell, N ashville.
Ohio— B. F. Sm ith , Mt. Vernon.
I n d ia n a —D. P. Holloway, R ichm ond.
T e x a s —W alter W inn, W ashington.
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