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OF TH E
G RA N D  ROYAL A R C H  C H A PT ER .

PROCEEDINGS

M a s o n ic  H a l l , T u s c a l o o s a ,  Dec. 4 t h ,  1 8 3 8 .
A t a Grand Annual Convocation of the Grand 

Royal Arch Chapter of Alabama, begun and held 
in the city of Tuscaloosa, on the fourth day of De­
cember, 1838, there were

PR E S E N T :
M. E. J . C. H i c k s , G. H. P.

G. W. E s s e l m a n , Dept. G. H. P.
J. W. B a k e r , G. S., p. t.
F. G. N o r m a n , G. C. H.
J o h n  F i f e , G . R .  A . C ., p. t .
D. S. B a l l , C. Sec’y.
M. C o o k , G. Tr.
C. B e a l l e , G. Sentinel.

And the representatives of the following Subor­dinate C hapters:
Comp. J o h n  W. B a k e r , S cribe L eighton C hapter.

J o h n  BTf e , Scribe, \
J . J . W i n s t o n , R epresen ta tive, (  Phoenix C hapter.
C. B r ig g s , proxy H. P. \

G. W . E s s e l m a n , K. I
J . L. F. C o t t r e l l , H. P. j  H aynevlIle C hapter.

A . B. D a w s o n , proxy H. P. W etum pka C hapter.
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M. Cook , H . P.
J. H. T h o m a s o n , proxy Scribe. } T uscaloosa C hapter.

F. G. N o b m a n , proxy K in g ,  
J. C . H i c k s , H .  P. T uscum bia C hapter.

V ISIT IN G  COMPANIONS.
Skinner, B aylor, De H aro , H az le tt and  Ross.

The Grand Chapter was opened in solemn form, 
after appropriate invocations, by the Grand High 
Priest. 

On motion of Companion Thomason, it was
R esolved, T h a t a ll th e  w ork done in  T uscum bia C hapter, 

here tofore ac ting  u n d er ch a rte r  from  th e  G. R. A. C hapter of 
Tennessee, be considered legal to all in te n ts  an d  purposes; 
an d  th a t  said  C hapter be en titled  to  rep resen ta tion  in  th is
G. R. A. C hapter of Alabam a, as a  subord ina te  C hapter of the  
sam e.

On motion, the following standing committees 
were then appointed by the M. E. G. H. Priest, v iz :

O n  A c c o u n t s .—C om panions R. A. B aker and J. W. B aker.
O n  R e t u r n s  o f  C h a r t e r e d  C h a p t e r s .—Com panions F ife  and 

Cook.
O n  R e t u r n s  o f  C h a p t e r s  U n d e r  D i s p e n s a t i o n .—Comp. D aw ­

son, Norm an, W inston an d  Briggs.
O n  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e .—Com panions E sselm an, C ottrell and 

Dawson.

The Grand Chapter then adjourned till three 
o’clock to-morrow, P. M.
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W e d n e s d a y  E v e n i n g ,  Dec. 5th, 1838.

The Grand Chapter met pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

P R E S E N T :
M. E. J. C. H i c k s , G. H. P.

M. C o o k , G. K ing, p. t.
A . P .  P f i s t e r , G . S c r i b e ,  p . t .
D. S. B a l l , G. Sec’y.
A . B. D a w s o n , G . C. H. p . t .
J. W. B a k e r , G. Tr., p. t.
J. F i f e , G. R. A. C., p. t.

Comp. H a z l e t t , G. Sentinel, p. t.
COMPANIONS.

N orris, Seth L ittle , Grey L ittle , W m. L ittle , J. B. T a rr t, G. \v .
Creagh, E sselm an, Ross, Cantly, John  C raig, Wm. R. H in ­
ton, J. B aker, J. L. F. C ottrell, J . H. Thom ason.

Companion Grey L ittle presented his credentials 
as High Priest of Gainesville Chapter.

Comp. Craig, presented a petition from several 
Companions near Dayton, praying for a continua­
tion of Clinton Chapter, No. 8, and the removal 
of the same to Dayton, which, on motion, was re­
ferred to a special committee, consisting of Comps. 
Norris, Dawson and Thomason.

On motion of Comp. Pfister, it was resolved, that 
the election for Grand Officers take place to-mor­
row evening.

The Grand Chapter was then called from labor to 
refreshment, until to-morrow evening 3 o’clock.

8 B
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T h u r s d a y  E v e n i n g ,  Dec. 6th, 1838.
The Grand Royal Arch Chapter, met pursuant to 

adjournment.
PR E S E N T :

M . E. J. C . H i c k s , G . H .  P
G r e y  L tt t l f ., G . K . p . t .
A. B. D a w s o n , G. S. p . t.
M . C o o k , G . Tr.
D . S. B a l l , C. Sec’y.
F . G. N o r m a n , G. C. H.
J. F i f e , G. R. A. C.
W m . H a z l e t t , G . Sentinel.

COMPANIONS.
.W hiting, Thom pson, C ottrell, Pfister, W inston, Thom ason,

Ross, H erndon, Craig, W. R. H in ton. N orris, B aker, and
others.

Companion J. F. Thompson, presented his cre­
dentials, as proxy for the H. 1*. of Marion Chapter, 
and took his seat.

Companion Norman made a report from the com­
mittee on Chapters under dispensation, recommend­
ing the acceptance of the returns of the following  
C hapters:

W e t u m p k a  C h a p t e r ,
P h o e n i x  C h a p t e r ,
L e i g h t o n  C h a p t e r .

Which was received and concurred in, and on ' 
motion, it was ordered that charters he issued to 
said Chapters.
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Companion Norris made a report from the spe­
cial committee, on the petition of sundry Compan­
ions, praying for the removal of Clinton Chapter, 
and renewal of the charter of the same, which re­
commended that the prayer of the petitioners be 
not granted.

On motion, the report was received and con­
curred in.

On motion, the Grand Chapter then proceeded to 
elect Grand Officers for the ensuing year, where­
upon the following companions were duly elected:

M. E. J. C. H i c k s , G. H. P. of Leighton.
J. L. F. C o t t r e l l , Dep. G. H. P. of H ayneville.
A. B. D a w s o n , G. K ing, of W etum pka.
F. G. N o r m a n , G. Scribe, of Tuscum bia.
J. H. T h o m a s o n , G. Chaplain, of Tuscaloosa.
M . C o o k , G . T r . ,  o f  T u s c a l o o s a .
D. S. B a l l , G. Sec’y., of Tuscaloosa.
J. W. B a k e r , G. C. H. of L eighton.
A . P .  P f i s t e r , G . R . A . C . o f  T u s c a l o o s a .
W m . H a z l e t t , G. Sentinel, of Tuscaloosa.

The Grand Chapter then adjourned, until three 
o’clock to-morrow evening.
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F r id a y  E v e n i n g ,  Dec. 7 t h ,  1 8 3 8 .
The G. Chapter met pursuant to adjournment, 

and resumed its labors.
PR E S E N T :

M . E .  J .  C . H i c k s , G . H .  P .
A. B. D a w s o n , G. King.
F. G. N o r m a n , G. Scribe.
M. C o o k , G. Tr.
D. S. B a l k , C. Sec’y.
A. P. P r i s t e r , G. C. H.
J. W. B a k e r , G. R. A. C.

COMPANIONS.
Trippe, Sibley, F ife, S. L ittle , Grey L ittle , Cantley, McAfee.

and Baker.

Comp. W inston, asked and obtained leave of ab­
sence for the remainder of the Grand annual con­
vocation.

Comp. Fife, from the committee on returns, re­
ported the returns of Tuscaloosa Chapter to he in 
due form and correct, which, on motion, was re­
ceived and concurred in.

On motion of Comp. Thomason, ‘it  was
Resolved, T h a t John  C raig  be excluded from  v is itin g  th is  

G rand C hapter.

Comp. Grey L ittle asked and obtained leave of 
absence.

The committee on accounts, reported that in con­
sequence of the recent reorganization of the Grand 
Chapter, no funds had been received into the treas­
ury of the same.
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The committee on returns of Chapters under dis­

pensation, reported the returns of Gainsville cor­
rect in facts, hut not in due form ; and that the 
minutes and live-laws of the same have not been 
submitted. They further reported the returns of 
Marion Chapter inform al; and that the proceed­
ings of the same have not been duly approved and 
signed. They further recommend that these irreg­
ularities he excused, and that charters he issued to 
the same.

On motion, the report was concurred in, and it 
was ordered that charters be issued accordingly.

Companion Trippe presented the petition of sun­
dry Companions for the removal of the charter of 
Clinton Chapter No. 8, which, on motion, was 
granted.

The Grand Chapter then adjourned until to-mor­row three o’clock.

S a t u r d a y  E v e n in g ,  Dec. 7 th , 1 8 3 8 .
The Grand Chapter met pursuant to adjourn­

ment, and resumed its labors.
PR E SE N T :

M. E. J. C. H ic k s , G. H. P.
G. W. C r e a g h . G. King, p .  t .
R. H. B a k e r , G. Scribe, p .  t .
M. Cook, G. Tr.
D. S. B a l l , G. See’y.
A. P. P f i s t e r , G. C. H. p . t.
J. W. B a k e r , G. R. A. C .
W m . H a z l e t t , G. Sentinel.
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COMPANIONS.

Ross, Thompson, Thomason, Norm an, F ife, Dawson, an d  F ry .

On motion of Companion Thompson, it was or- 
dered that the Grand Secretary annex a proper 
form for Chapter returns, with the constitution of 
the Grand Chapter, to the minutes of this Grand 
Convocation.

On motion, the sum of one hundred dollars was 
appropriated to the Grand Sec’y.

The M. E. G. H. Priest reported that he had, dur­
ing the past year, granted dispensations to the fol­
lowing Chapters, viz :

Gainesville C hapter, Leighton C hapter, H ayneville  C hapter, 
W etum pka C hapter; and renew ed the  d ispensation  of Phoenix 
C hapter; all of w hich are  in  a  prosperous condition.

On motion, the report was received and adopted.
On motion, the Grand Chapter then proceeded 

to the installation of the several officers thereof, in 
dne and solemn form.

On motion, the sum of two hundred dollars was 
allowed and appropriated to the M. E. G. H. Priest, 
for services rendered this Grand Chapter, during 
the past year.

Our Bro. Grand Sec’y. presented the Grand Ty­
ler’s account of twenty dollars and fifty cents; 
which, on motion, was allowed and ordered to he 
paid.

On motion of Companion Fife, Companions Fife, 
Ross. Thompson, Pfister, Cooper and Dawson, were 
appointed to make such amendments as to them
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may seem expedient, to the present Constitution of 
the Grand Chapter, to report the same at the next 
Grand annual convocation.

The Grand Chapter was then closed until the 
lirst Monday in December next, after solemn prayer 
and invocation by the Grand High Priest.

D. S. B a l l ,  Grand Secretary.



ANNUAL REPORT.
Of Subord inate  C hapters, to the  M. E. G. R. A. C hapter of 

A labam a, 1838.

TUSCALOOSA CHAPTER, No. 1, TUSCALOOSA.
M. Cook, H. P. J . H. Thom ason, R. A. C.
A. P. Pfister, K ing. J. R ather, C. H.
J. C. V an Dyke, Scribe. L. S. S kinner, Sec’y. and Tr.
J. Cantley, P. S. Wm. H azlett, Sentinel.

E ighteen members*—an nual contribution, th irty -e igh t Dol­
lars, paid.

TUSCUMBIA CHAPTER.
R eported to G rand Royal Arch C hapter, Tennessee.

I
9 PH O E N IX  CH A PTER — GREENSBORO.

C harles W heelan, H. P. H en ry  Webb, C. H.
J. B. Sac Venoy, K ing. R. Haywood, P. S.
John F ife, Scribe. Wm. D. B aldw in, R. A. C.
Tw elve ipem bers—an n u al con tribu tion , e ighteen dollars, paid.

MARION CH A PTER —MARION, PER RY  COUNTY.
0 . G. E iland , H. P. J. C. H arre ll, R. A. C.
N. W. F le tcher. K ing. E. W. K ing, Tr.
W. H. W atson, Scribe. Jno. F. Thom pson, Sec’y.
A. B. W. H opkins, C. H. A. J. A rm stead, Sentinel.
1. P. C ravens, P. S.

T w enty-four m em bers—an n pal contribution , fifty-eight dol­
lars, paid.
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LEIG HTON CHAPTER, LEIGHTON.

J. C. H icks, H. P.
W. Leigh, King.
J. W. B aker, Scribe.
A. K. E lle tt, C. H. and Sec’y.

J. S. P ete rs , R. A. C. 
Jno S. N apier, P. S. 
W arren  Hooks, Sentinel.

GA IN ESV ILLE C HAPTER, G A IN ESVILLE.
G. L ittle , H. P. W. E llio tt, P. S.
W. L ittle , K ing. S. L ittle , Tr.
B. L ittle , Scribe. J . C. W hitse tt, Sec’y.
W. W. Payne, C. H. J. Pollard , Sentinel.

Tw enty-six m em bers—an nual contribution , fifty-six dollars, 
paid.

W ETUM PKA CHAPTER, W ETUMPKA.
A. A. M cW horter, H. P.
W. J. Couch, King.
J. P. Pond, Scribe.
A. B. Dawson, C. H.
S. A. B illing, P. S.

Twenty-one m em bers—an n ual co n trib u tion , th irty -n ine  dol­
lars, paid.

Wm. S. M organ, R. A. C. 
J. M. F riou t, Tr.
W. J. Campbell, Sec’y.
E. R oberts, Sentinel.

H A Y N EV ILLE CHAPTER. H A YN EV ILLE
J. L. F. C ottrell, H. P.
G. W. Esselm an, King. 
Geo. B. W hitfield, Scribe. 
J. A. E lm ore, C. H.
E. W. Thom pson, P. S.

C. T. Oliver, R. A. C. 
W. W. H olm an. Tr.
A. V arner, Sec’y.
John Scott, Sentinel.

F ifteen  m em bers.



FORM  FO R  ANNUAL R ETU R N  So0 5
A nnual R eport of---------------------- C hapter, No.----------, to  the  M. E. G rand R oyal A rch C hapte r of A labam a, fo r th e

year 18------ .

Names. M asonic
Grades. Advanced. Presided. Accepted. Exalted.

R ejected,
Suspended

and
Expelled.

W ith­
draw n

andDead.
D ues to  G. C hapter. R em arks.

A ttes ted , and Seal a ffixed
[r,. s .] th is— day of  A. D.-----

A. L. , R. A. M. .
------------------- , Secretary.

I ce rtify  th a t th e  above is a co rrec t an nu a l rep o rt of--------
C hapter, No.—, held a t  th e  tow n of in  th e  county  of----
for th e  year ending a t  p resen t date.

------------------- , H. P.
Ooo



CONSTITUTION

We, the  several C hapters of R oyal Arch M asons, in th e  S ta te  
of A labam a, in  th e  preceding resolutions m entioned, created  
and established by th e  au tho rity  of th e  General G rand Royal 
Arch C hapter of th e  U nited  S ta tes  of Am erica, by, an d  w ith  
the consent of th e  said  General G rand C hapter, have agreed to 
form a G rand C hapter fo r th e  S ta te  of A lab am a; an d  being 
duly represented  by our respective delegates, (o r th e ir  proxies 
fully em powered) convened a t  Mobile, on th e  2d day of June, 
1827, p u rsu an t to  public notice, and th e  powers vested in  us by 
the G eneral G rand  C hapter of th e  U nited S tates of Am erica, 
for th e  purpose of insuring  good order, prom oting harm ony, 
and supporting  bro therly  union—advancing th e  in te rest of pure 
M asonry—perpetuating , and  handing down to  posterity  its ben­
eficial principles—for diffusing M asonic instruction , and in­
culcating good m orals am ong th e  craftsm en—and fo r regu la t­
ing th e ir  labors by one uniform  stan d a rd —do o rdain  an d  de­
clare  th e  following artic les  to  be th e  C onstitu tion  of th is  G rand 
C h ap te r; subject to  no a lte ra tio n  or am endm ent, unless altered  
and am ended as h e re in afte r described.

ARTICLE I.
S e c . 1. T he G rand R oyal A rch C hapter of th e  S ta te  of A la­

bama, shall consist of a  G rand H igh P riest, a  Deputy G rand 
H igh P riest, a  G rand King, a  G rand Scribe, a G rand  Secretary, 
a  G rand T reasurer, a  G rand Chaplain, and two G rand  M ar­
shals, and  the  P as t G rand H igh Priests, P a s t D eputy G rand 
H igh P riests, P a s t G rand  Kings, and  P a s t G rand  Scribes, to­
gether w ith  th e  H igh P riests, K ings an d  Scribes, fo r th e  tim e  
being, of a ll subord inate  C hapters under th e  ju risd ic tion  of th is  
G rand C hapter, (o r th e ir  legal proxies, duly em powered) who 
only shall be members and voters in th is  G rand Chapter.
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S e c . 2. All M asters and  W ardens of M ark M asters Lodges, 

or th e ir  proxies, w ith in  th is  jurisd iction , and  holding w a r­
ran ts  under th is  G rand C hapter, shall be en titled  to  a  seat, 
an d  be law fu l voters in  th e  sam e a t  all tim es when opened 
in the  M ark M asters degree; and then  to  rep resen t th e ir  re ­
spective Lodges, and to tra n sa c t any business in th e ir  be­
half, as  fu lly  as th e  m em bers in th e  first section hereof nam ed, 
a re  en titled  to  do in any degree; any th in g  above m entioned 
to th e  co n tra ry  notw ithstanding.

S e c . 3. The G rand  Officers of th is  G rand  C hapter, shall 
be an nually  elected by a m a jo rity  of th e  ballo ts in open C hap­
ter, an d  th e  com panion having a  m a jo rity  of votes fo r any of 
the  offices aforesaid , shall he declared  duly  elected.

S e c . 4 . E ach  Subordinate C hapter shall be en titled  to  th ree  
votes on all questions, an d  no more, w hether represented  by 
one or m ore com pan ions; each perm anen t or s tand in g  member 
hereof, shall have one vote, and  the  G rand  H igh P rie s t two 
votes, when th e  num ber of votes happen to  be equal, otherw ise 
he shall have b u t one vo te ; an d  no com panion or b ro the r can 
rep resen t m ore th a n  one C hapter or Lodge a t  the  sam e time.

S e c . 5 . E very companion who shall offer him self as  proxy 
for any H igh P riest, King, or Scribe of any C hapter, or any 
b ro ther who shall offer him self as  a  proxy for any M aster, or 
W arden of any M ark M asters Lodge, under the  ju risd ic tio n  of 
th is  G rand  C hapter, before he or they  shall be perm itted  to  tak e  
a  sea t as  such, shall produce to th e  G rand  S ecre tary  h is w a r­
r a n t  of appointm ent, signed by th e  officer whom he represents.

S e c . 6 . In  case of the  death  or absence of any of th e  said 
officers, th e  C hapter or Lodge w hereof he w as an  officer, m ay 
au thorize any com panion or b ro ther in regu la r standing, in 
any C hapter or Lodge w ith in  th e  ju risd ic tion  of th is  G rand 
C hapter, to  rep resen t them  as  aforesaid , as  fu lly  as  such de­
ceased or absen t officer m ight have done w ere he alive or 
present, by a resolution of sa id  C hapter or Lodge, w hich shall 
be certified by the  S ecre tary  th e re o f ; an d  he shall also certify  
the  death  or absence of such officer, upon th e  back or m argin  
of th e  sam e resolution.
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A R TIC LE II.

Sec. 1. As th e  institu tio n  of M asonry acknowledges revealed 
religion, and inculcates th e  devout w orship of th e  suprem e 
H igh P riest, whose crea tu res  we are, an d  by whose bounty we 
subsist, an d  one whose m ercy we ought alw ays hum bly to  de­
pend fo r p resen t p rosperity  and  fu tu re  happiness; and  being 
th us  dependent, i t  well becomes us to  acknowledge our obli­
gations fo r h is beneficence, to  invoke h is blessing, and  re tu rn  
our than ks  w ith  h e a rtfe lt g ra titu d e  in  all hum ility  for favors 
rece ived ; therefore, a f te r  th e  opening of th is  G rand  C hapter, 
and before any business shall be proceeded upon, a  suitable 
address m ay be m ade to th e  D eity  by the  G rand C haplain, ( if  
p resent) and th e  sam e be followed by an  ap pro pria te  address 
to th e  mem bers present, unless dispensed w ith  by order of 
the  G rand  C hapter.

S e c . 2 . T he G rand  C hapter shall n o t have pow er to  proceed 
to th e  election of officers, or any o ther business, unless to  open 
and ad journ , except th e re  be presen t th e  rep resen ta tives of a t  
least two regu la r C hapters, an d  no t then  u n til th e  second day, 
which shall be a  sufficient num ber a t  a ll tim es to  form  a 
G rand C hapter.

Sec. 3. F or the convenience of th e  M ark M asters Lodges, 
th is  G rand C hapter m ay a t  some tim e during  its  session, be 
opened in th e  M ark degree, an d  continue open un til th e  whole 
of the  business of th a t  degree shall be com pleted fo r th a t  ses­
sion.

S e c . 4 . T he monies pa id  into th e  funds of th e  G rand  Chap­
ter, being to  defray  the  necessary expenses in  th e  ad m in is tra ­
tion of its  governm ent, an d  to  support th e  dign ity  and  respect­
ab ility  thereof, and  also for ch aritab le  p u rp o se s; it  is th e re­
fore declared, th a t no d isbursem ents shall be m ade unless by a 
vote of th e  G rand  C h a p te r ; and  it is fu rth e r  declared, th a t  
each m ember of th e  G rand C hapter, shall be en titled  to receive 
from  the  funds thereof, two do llars per day fo r h is trav e l in 
going to and re tu rn ing  from  th e  G rand  C hapter, com puting 
forty  m iles trav e l p e r day, two do llars per day fo r h is  ac tual 
a tten dan ce . P rovided nevertheless, th a t  each C hapter shall re­
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ceive pay fo r  th e  trav e l an d  attendance of one m em ber o n ly ; 
and every perm anen t m em ber shall be en titled  to  receive the  
like sum  as a fo re sa id : Provided however, T h a t no m ember or 
proxy resid ing w ith in  tw enty  m iles of th e  place w here the  
G rand  C hapter m ay sit, shall receive any com pensation during 
th e  period th a t  the  G rand  C hapte r s its  in  th e  city or tow n in 
which th e  respective members reside.

A RTICLE I II .

S e c . 1. T his G rand C hapter being the  h ighest source of le­
g itim ate  M asonic au thority , and only subject to  th e  obligations 
contained in  th e  C onstitu tion  of th e  G eneral G rand Royal Arch 
C hapter of the  U nited  S tates of Am erica, can, and  of righ t 
ought to  have th e  governm ent and  superintendence of all 
C hapters and M ark M asters Lodges w ith in  its  ju risd ic tion— 
it there fo re  m ay g ran t w a rra n ts  and dispensations fo r consti­
tu ting  Royal A rch C hapters, Lodges of Most E xcellent M asters, 
P ast M asters, and M ark M as te rs ; i t  m ay m ake laws, pass regu­
lations, and a t  p leasu re repeal, am end or a lte r  th e  s a m e ; i t  m ay 
censure, suspend or expel C hapters, Lodges, or members, for 
violation or disobedience of its  laws, regula tions or ru le s ; 
and in order th a t  harm ony m ay ex ist am ong th e  C hapters 
now hoiden in th is  ju risd iction , a s  regards th e ir  num bers and 
standing, it shall be th e  du ty  of th e  G rand  H igh P ries t, to 
ascerta in  th e  dates of th e  d ifferent ch a rte rs  and  dispensations, 
and to  issue (according to  seniority) new ch arte rs, o r endorse 
th e  old ones w ith  th e  proper num ber—th e  form  to be devised 
by th e  said  G rand  H igh P riest, and  the  num bers to  be registered  
by th e  G rand  S ecre tary—th e  ch arte rs  to  be w ritten  o r p rin ted  
on parchm ent, an d  th e  expense of th e  sam e to  be pa id  by the  
G rand  C hapter.

Sec. 2. All R oyal Arch C hap ters  or Lodges of M ost Excel­
len t M asters, P a s t  M asters, or M ark M asters, w ith in  th e  ju ris ­
diction of th is  G rand C hapter, w hich have n o t a lready  acknowl­
edged th e  au tho rity  thereof, and  subscribed to  its governm ent, 
shall do th e  sam e w ith in  one year from  th e  4 th  day of Ju ly
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n e x t ; or be considered, by th is  G rand  C hapter, and  all subor­
d ina te  C hapters, and  Lodges, as  ac ting  co n tra ry  to  th e  tru e  
principles of M asonry, an d  w orking w ith ou t constitu tional au ­
tho rity , and be deprived of all benefit of M asonic in tercourse 
w ith  e ith er th is  G rand C hapter, o r any C hapter, o r Lodge 
under its  ju risd iction , o r w ith  indiv idual m em bers of the  
same—an d  to  ca rry  th e  sam e into effect, a ll C hapters, and 
Lodges, as  before m entioned, and under th is  ju risd iction , as 
well a s  a ll m embers thereof, a re  hereby s tric tly  charged and 
forbidden, holding any m asonic in tercourse w ith  any such of­
fending C hapters, Lodges, or members, a f te r  the  4 th day of 
Ju ly , 1828, under th e  penalty  of fo rfe iting  th e  righ ts  and p riv i­
leges of M asonry under th is  G rand  C hapter.

S e c . 3. No w a rran t shall be g ran ted  by the  G rand C hapter, 
fo r th e  creation  of any Royal A rch C hapter, unless upon the  
petition  of a t  least n ine  reg u la r R oyal Arch M asons, d irected 
to th is  G rand C hapter, p ray in g  th a t a w a rra n t m ay issue to 
au thorize th e  crea ting  of a  new C hapter; w hich said  petition  
shall be recom m ended by th e  C hapter n eares t to th e  place 
w here th e  sam e new C hapter is to  be crea ted ; and w hich said 
recom m endation shall vouch th a t th e  pe titio ners  a re  all 
Royal Arch M asons, in  good stan d in g  as such, and th a t they 
are  m en of good m orals, and of fa ir  repu ta tio n—and th e  peti­
tioners  sh a ll pay, upon th e  g ran tin g  of th e  said w a rran t, the  
su m  of one hun dred  dollars, and S ecre tary ’s fees, fo r a  w ar­
ra n t fo r th e  degrees of R oyal Arch, M ost E xcellent M aster, 
P a s t  M aster, an d  M ark M aster Masons.

S e c . 4. No w a rran t shall issue fo r the purpose of erec ting  
a  M ark M asters Lodge, unless upon th e  petition  of a t  least 
seven respectable M ark M aster M asons, recom m ended as in 
section la s t aforesaid ; and also, upon th e  paym en t of th e  sum  
of forty-five dollars, and S ecre tary ’s fees.

S e c . 5. The G rand H igh  P riest, and D eputy G rand H igh 
P riest, d u rin g  th e  recess of th is  G rand C hapter, shall have 
pow er and au th o rity  to  g ra n t d ispensations fo r hold ing Chap­
te rs  of R oyal A rch M asons, Lodges of Most E xcellent M asters, 
P a s t  M asters, and M ark M asters, on a  reg u la r application  to
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e ith er of them  for th a t  purpose, accom panied w ith  the  sam e 
num ber of petitioners, and recom m ended in  a ll cases as would 
be necessary  to  ob ta in  a  w a rra n t fo r e ith e r  of those purposes, 
and on pay ing  th e  sam e sum  or sum s of m oney th e re fo r; such 
d ispensation, w hen granted , shall he as va lid  as a  w a rran t 
could be, u n til  the  nex t an n ua l m eeting  of the  G rand Chap­
ter, a t  w hich tim e i t  sh a ll be th e  du ty  of th e  officer g ran tin g  
th e  sam e, to m ake a  rep o rt in  w ritin g  to th e  G rand C hapter, 
of h is doing the reo n ; pay over the  m oney received by h im  for 
said  d ispensation  in to  the  hands of the  S ecretary , and produce 
th e  petition  and o ther docum ents accom panying the  sam e— 
w hereupon i t  sh a ll be the  du ty  of th e  G rand C hap te r to  con­
firm  the  pow er of said  C hapter, o r Lodge, by g ran tin g  them  a 
w a rran t, or an nu l th e  sam e by th e ir  special ac t; in  w hich 
la s t case the  said  pe titioners  shall receive back such sum  or 
sum s of money, w hich they  have here tofore paid, a f te r  de­
duc ting  th e  sum  of ten  dollars fo r th e  expense of g ran tin g  the  
d ispensation.

S e c . 6. E very  C hapter of R oyal Arch M asons, hold ing un ­
der th is  G rand C hapter, sh a ll pay in to  the  funds thereof the  
following sum s to -w it:—F or th e  ex a lta tio n  of every com pan­
ion to  the  degree of R oyal Arch M ason, th e  sum  of tw o dol­
la rs ; and fo r every m em ber thereof, th e  an n ua l sum  of one 
dollar, and every M ark M asters Lodge, (w hereto  th e re  is no t 
a  C hapter a ttached ) shall pay in to  th e  funds of th is  G rand 
C hapter, fo r every b ro th e r advanced to th e  degree of M ark 
M aster M ason, th e  sum  of one do lla r; an d  fo r every m em ber, 
th e  an n ua l sum  of one dollar, w hich said  several sum s, shall 
be punctua lly  paid  d u rin g  the  session of th is  G rand C hapter, 
a t  th e ir  regu la r an nu al m eeting  th e re a fte r ; and every Chap­
ter, or Lodge, w hich shall neglect o r refuse to pay said sum s 
a t  th e  tim es aforesaid, and continue so to  re fu se  or neglect, 
w ith o u t good reason show n to th e  sa tis fac tion  of a  m a jo rity  
of th e  m em bers present, of th is  G rand C hapter, u n til  the  next 
reg u la r session thereof, sh a ll be deemed th e  v io la tors of th is  
C onstitu tion , and unw holesom e m em bers of th is  G rand body, 
and sh a ll there fo r be punished by fo rfe itu re  of th e ir  w arran t,
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and expulsion from  th is  G rand C hapter, and only restored  hy 
pay ing  up all dues, and a  sufficient and  sa tisfac to ry  apology 
fo r th e  breach of good rules.

S e c . 7. And fo r th e  be tte r ca rry in g  th e  p receding section 
in to  effect, th e  G rand S ecre tary  shall, on the  la s t day of the 
session of th is  G rand  C hapter, inform  the  same, w hat 
C hapters b r Lodges a re  deficient, an d  how long they 
have been so, in th e  paym ent of th e ir  dues as aforesaid, 
th a t th e  G rand C hapter may m ake such order thereon, as the 
m em bers thereof sh a ll deem right.

Sec. 8. The T reasurer, and S ecretary , previous to en tering  
upon the  duties of th e ir  offices, shall give bond and security  
in the sum  of one thousand  dollars, fo r th e  fa ith fu l disburse­
m ent of all m onies w hich m ay come into th e ir  hands. /

S e c . 9. The G rand S ecre tary  sh a ll be en titled  to  th e  sum  
of ten  dollars fo r every ch a rte r  issued by th is  G rand C hapter; 
and th e  sum  of five dollars for every  d ispensation  so issued; 
an d  one do lla r fo r indorsing a  ch arte r, an d  such other com­
pensation  as  the  G rand C hapter m ay allow.

S e c . 10. T he G rand T y ler sha ll be en titled  to  the  sum  of 
th ree  do llars per day, fo r h is a ttendan ce on the  com m unica­
tions of th is  G rand C hapter.

S e c . 1 1 . The G rand C hapter m ay an nually  appoin t one or 
m ore d iscreet and well inform ed R oyal A rch M asons, Grand 
V isitors; whose du ty  i t  sha ll be, if requ ired  by any C hapter, 
o r Lodge, belonging to  th is  G rand body, to  v is it such C hapter, 
o r Lodge, and in s tru c t them  in the  lectures of th e  degrees 
w hich they  have taken , and the mode of w ork—and  such 
C hapter, o r Lodge, sha ll pay such  v is ito r a  reasonable com­
pensation  fo r the  same.

Sec. 12. W hereas i t  is of essen tia l im portance, th a t  the 
mode of w orking in  th e  several C hapters und er th is  ju risd ic ­
tion, should be un iform ly  th e  sam e—therefo re , the  b e tte r to 
accom plish th is  desirable object, i t  shall be th e  du ty  of the  
Grand H igh  P riest, or p resid ing  officer fo r the  tim e being, to 
give, or cause to  be given, th e  Royal Arch, an d  M ark M aster 
lectures, a t  least once a t  every general com m unication of th is

9 B
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G rand C hapter; so th a t  the  officers of the  several C hapters, 
and Lodges, m ay become acquain ted  w ith  the  same, and dis­
pense a  know ledge of them  in  a  un iform  and reg u la r  m anner 
in  th e ir  several C hapters, and Lodges.

Sec. 13. No person sh a ll be pe rm itted  to s i t  in  th is  G rand 
C hapter, as a  visitor, w ith ou t the  unanim ous consent of a ll 
the m em bers present.

Sec. 14. T he G rand H igh  P ries t, or h is deputy, sh a ll have 
pow er to convene the  m em bers thereof, a t  any place they  m ay 
th in k  proper to appoint, w henever e ith er of them  shall fo r 
any special purpose deem it  necessary, by giving sufficient 
notice thereo f to  the  G rand Secre tary  in  w riting , whose duty  
i t  shall be to  give im m ediate in form ation  to all th e  subord i­
n a te  C hapters, and p riva te  m em bers un d er the  ju risd ic tio n  
thereof, by m ail o r otherw ise, as he m ay deem  m ost su re of 
conveying tim ely  notice.

SU BO R I)IN A TE GHAPTERS.

A R TIC LE IV.
Sec. 1. A Royal Arch C hapter shall consist of a  H igh 

P riest, a  King, and a  Scribe, C aptain  of th e  Host, a  P rinc ip al 
Sojourner, R oyal Arch C aptain, th ree  M asters of th e  Veils, a 
Secretary , and  T reasu rer, and as m any m em bers as m ay be 
found convenient, no t less th a n  n ine reg u la r R oyal A rch Mar 
sons, inc luding the  officers—and no C hapter shall be opened 
in  th e  degree of R oyal Arch, w ith o u t th a t  num ber—and every 
M ark M asters Lodge shall consist o f a  M aster, a  Senior, and 
Ju n io r  W arden, a  Secretary , and T reasu rer, and shall never 
be opened w ith ou t th e  num ber of seven reg u la r M ark M aster 
Masons presen t—and no C hapter, or Lodge can be held under 
th is  ju risd iction , w ith ou t a w a rra n t o r endorsem ent from  th is  
G rand C hapter.
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S e c . 2. T h a t the  election of officers in  all C hapters, or 

Lodges, under th is  ju risd ic tion , shall tak e place a t  such tim es 
as th e  said C hapters m ay d irec t..

S e c . 3 . All applications f o r  th e  advancem ent or exalta tion  
of candidates, in any C hapter or Lodge under th is  ju r isd ic ­
tion, sh a ll be m ade in w riting , refe rred  to a  com m ittee, and 
lie over a t  least one m eeting, in  o rder th a t  a  report m ay be 
received from  such com m ittee, and they  sha ll severally  pay 
fo r advancem ent or ex a lta tio n  the follow ing fees: F o r the
degree of M ark M aster, no t less th a n  Ten D ollars; for th a t  of 
P as t M aster, F ive D ollars; for the degree of Most Excellent 
M aster, no t less th an  Five D ollars; and th a t of Royal Arch, 
no t less th an  Tw enty D ollars.

S e c . 4. E very  C hapter and Lodge holden un d er th is  G rand 
C hapter, shall have a  seal—the device thereof to be m ade a t 
the  pleasure of th e  persons for whom  it  sh a ll be made, and 
sha ll be engraven w ith  the  nam e of th e  C hapter or Lodge 
aforesaid, and the  num ber thereof in figures or num erical le t­
te rs—an im pression of w hich said  seal shall be deposited w ith  
the  G rand Secretary , and the  device of the  sam e described in 
w ritin g  in  a  book, to be kep t by him  for th a t purpose—and no 
papers or docum ents, p resented  to th is  G rand C hapter, as cre­
dentials, or evidence, from  any  such C hapter or Lodge, shall 
be deemed legal, unless th e re  is a sufficient s im ila rity  between 
th e  im pression thereof and th e  one deposited as aforesaid , to 
be determ ined by the  G rand Secre tary ; or in  case of doubt, 
or controversy  on the  subject, to be determ ined by a m ajority  
of th e  m em bers present.

S e c . 5. I t  being th e  du ty  of every C hapter an d  M ark Mas­
te rs  Lodge, belonging to  th is  g rand  body, to be represented  a t 
an  ea rly  period of each session thereof, in  order to  support 
its  respectability , and to become inform ed of all the  proceed­
ings and doings, and to  aid by th e ir  w isdom  in  the  delibera­
tions and councils, th a t the  general in te re s t m ay be advanced, 
good order prevail, and the  tru e  s ta te  of every branch  of th is  
G rand C hapter well understood : I t  is therefore, hereby de­
clared, th a t an om ission of a  du ty  so im p o rtan t to th e  well
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being of th is  in s titu tio n , deserves severe censure; i t  is th e re ­
fore, hereby stro ng ly  enjoined, on a ll such persons, to  be 
prom pt in  th e  perform ance of the  duties aforesaid ; to be early  
a t  th e  said  session, w ith  th e ir  re tu rn s  of th e  officers, m em ­
bers, and dues of the  respective C hapters and Lodges afore­
said.

S e c . 6. If  any com panion or b ro ther, of any C hapter or 
Lodge, u nd er th is  ju risd ic tion , shall be gu ilty  of a M asonic 
m isdem eanor, by b reak in g  the  ru les and regu la tions thereof, 
or by betray ing  th e  tru s t reposed in him, T he C hapte r or 
Lodge to w hich such offender m ay belong, (b u t in  case h e  be­
longs to  no C hapter or Lodge, he m ay be called on by the  
C hapter, or Lodge, h av ing  cognizance thereof,) sh a ll have fu ll 
pow er of p u n ish in g  .the sam e by rep rim and , suspension, o r ex­
pulsion, as  they  m ay deem proper; but, if  by expulsion, the  
n a tu re  of the  offense, w ith  a  copy of th e  proceedings thereon, 
sh a ll be tran sm itted  to  th e  G rand S ecre tary  w ith o u t delay, 
who shall lay  th e  sam e before th e  G rand C hapter a t th e ir  
nex t m eeting, who shall ra tify  or an n u l th e  sam e: P rovided
always, th e  person so offending, and being expelled, feeling 
him self aggrieved thereby, shall have th e  privilege of an  ap­
peal to  th is  G rand C hapter, if in  session, and d u ring  the  re ­
cess to  the  G rand H igh  P ries t, or h is  deputy, who sh a ll ap­
poin t a com m ittee to  investig ate  the  fac ts  in  the  proceedings, 
an d  m ake rep o rt a t  the  next m eeting  thereof; w hich shall 
have th e  pow er of res to rin g  h im  to  the  genera l p riv ileges of 
M asonry, b u t n o t to m em bership w ith in  the  body from  w hich 
he h as been expelled, w ith o u t th e ir  own consent; no r can 
th e re  be a  d ispensation  in  th is  case; fo r every  M asonic Body 
ought- to have the  power of de term in ing  its  own m em bers, fo r 
th e  b e tte r m ain tenance of harm ony and good order there in .

S e c . 7 . T hat no candidate res id ing  in or n ear any  city  or 
town, w here a  C hapter of Royal A rch M asons, or a Lodge of 
M ark M aster M asons is holden und er th is  ju risd ic tion , shall 
be exalted or advanced in  an y  C hapter or Lodge, in  any other 
place, w ith ou t a recom m endation from  th e  C hapter or Lodge 
n eares t th e  place w here sa id  candidate  m ay reside.
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S e c . 8. T h a t no candidate whose application  m ay be re ­

jected in  any C hapter or Lodge, u nd er th is  ju risd ic tion , shall 
be exalted or advanced in  any o ther C hapter, or Lodge, w hich 
shall have received official notice of such rejection , w ithout 
an  appeal to  th e  G rand C hapter.

Sec. 9. T h a t no R oyal Arch Mason shall be adm itted  as a 
m em ber or v is ito r in  any R oyal Arch C hapter, und er th is  ju ­
risd iction , unless he shall have reg u la rly  received th e  several 
degrees of E n tered  A pprentice, Fellow  C raft, M aster Mason, 
M ark M aster Mason, P as t M aster, Most E xcellent M aster, and 
R oyal A rch Mason.

S e c . 10 . T h a t w henever a w a rra n t shall be issued to  au­
thorize the  hold ing a  C hapter, and in the  sam e to  hold a 
Lodge of Most E xcellent M asters, P as t M asters, and M ark 
M aster M asons, the  H igh P riest, K ing, and Scribe, shall, ex 
officio, be th e  M aster and  W ardens of said  Lodge.

S e c . 1 1 . No C hapter shall be rem oved w ith ou t th e  know l­
edge of th e  H igh  P riest, nor any m otion m ade for the  p u r­
pose in his ab sen ce; b u t if th e  H igh P ries t be present, and a 
m otion is m ade and seconded for rem oving the  C hapter to 
some m ore convenient place, (w ith in  the  lim its  prescribed in 
th e  w a rran t,)  the  H igh  P rie s t shall im m ediately  cause n o ti­
fication to be issued to all th e  m em bers, in fo rm ing  them  of 
the  m otion for rem oval, and the  tim e and place w here the  
question w ill be determ ined, Which shall he issued a t least ten  
days previous to the appointed m eeting ; but, if  the H igh 
P riest, a f te r  m otion duly m ade as  aforesaid , should refuse, 
o r neglect, to cause the notices to be issued as aforesaid, the 
officer nex t in  ran k , who m ay be p resen t a t  the  next" reg u la r 
m eeting following, upon m otion duly m ade fo r th a t purpose, 
m ay in  like m anner issue the said  notice.

S e c . 1 2 . W henever a  w a rra n t shall issue to au thorize the  
holding a  new C hapter, th e  sam e shall be installed  by the  G rand 
H igh P riest, or th e  D eputy G rand H igh P riest, unless when 
the  d istance is  such th a t they, or e ith er of them , canno t con­
venien tly  a tten d —in w hich case they, or e ith er of them  may 
appoint som e capable H igh  P riest, or P as t H igh  P r ie s t of a
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C hapter, by a  d ispensation  under th e ir  hands and seals, or 
the  hand  and seal of e ith er of them , to perform  the  services 
aforesaid—and th e  in sta lla tio n  of M ark M aster’s Lodges shall 
be done in  th e  sam e m anner, excepting a. d ispensation  m ay be 
g ran ted  in like m anner to  any M aster o r P a s t  M aster of a 
M ark Lodge, although a H igh P riest, or P a s t H igh P rie s t is 
to be p referred ; and the  form  of in s ta lla tio n  in  those cases 
s h a l l  be agreeable to th a t  d irected  by the  G eneral G rand Con­
s titu tio n .

S e c . 13. E very  C hapter, or Lodge, un d er th is  ju risd iction , 
ought to assem ble a t  least once in  th ree  m onths, for the  p u r­
pose of pe rfec ting  them selves in  w ork ing  in th e ir  respective 
degrees; and such as shall no t m eet fo r the space of n ine 
m onths, shall fo rfe it a ll th e ir  privileges und er th is  G rand 
C h a p te r ; and the  nam e of th e ir  w a rra n t shall be s tru ck  from  
th e  record of the  same, unless some sufficient reason be of­
fered  to induce a forbearance.

S e c . 1 4 . T he G r a n d  C hapter nex t to assem ble a t  T usca­
loosa, shall determ ine on the  mode of a lte rin g  or am ending 
th is  C onstitu tion : P rovided , tw o-th irds of th e  m em bers 
p resen t concur there in .

S e c . 15. T he officers of every C hapter and Lodge under th is  
ju risd ic tion , before they en te r upon the  exercise of th e ir  re ­
spective offices, and also the  m em bers of a ll such C hapters and 
Lodges, and every candidate upon h is  adm ission into the 
sam e, sha ll take the  follow ing obligation, viz: “ I, A. B. do
prom ise and sw ear, th a t  I w ill support and m a in ta in  the Con­
stitu tio n  of th e  G rand Royal Arch C hapter of A labam a.”

RULES OF ORDER,
1st. E very  m em ber of th is  G rand C hapter, m ust, previous 

to tak in g  his seat as such a t  the  com m unications, clothe 
h im self w ith  the badges ap p erta in in g  to h is sta tion .

2d. No m em ber sha ll speak m ore th a n  tw ice upon one sub­
ject, w ith ou t perm ission from  the p resid ing  officer fo r the  
tim e being.
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3d. T he mode of appo in ting  com m ittees shall he as follows, 

v iz :—in case of a  com m ittee of three , the presid ing  officer for 
the  tim e being, m ay have th e  sole appointm ent, bu t larger 
com m ittees m ay be appointed by the  G rand C hapter; and i t  is 
hereby m ade the  du ty  of the  Grand Secretary , to fu rn ish  a 
correct lis t of the  m em bers of th is  G rand C hapter, fo r the  ben­
efit of th e  same.

4th. All reso lu tions sh a ll be reduced to w ritin g ; the  m em ­
ber m ak ing  th e  sam e shall read  it  in  h is place, and p resen t it 
to th e  p resid ing  officer.

5th. In  case of th e  expulsion of any m em ber of th is  G rand 
C hapter, or of any C hapter, or Lodge, u nd er th is  ju risd iction , 
i t  shall requ ire  tw o-th irds of th e  m em bers present.

Gth. No m em ber shall in te rru p t th e  presid ing  officer, or 
any o ther m em ber, w h ile  speaking.

7th. E very  m em ber sh a ll stand  when he speaks, and shall 
a t  a ll tim es address h im self to th e  p resid ing  officer fo r the 
tim e being.

8th. No m em ber or v is ito r shall re tire  d u ring  the com m un­
ication of the  G rand C hapter, w ithout perm ission of the p re­
siding officer.

9th. I f  any m em ber of th e  G rand Royal A rch C hapter 
shall be guilty  of disorderly  behavior, he shall fo r th e  first 
offense be called to  o rd e r; fo r the  second, reprim anded  by the 
presiding officer; fo r the  th ird , he shall be suspended from  a 
sea t in th is  G rand C hapter, d u rin g  the  p leasu re of the sam e; 
and  a ll questions of order are  to be decided by th e  p resid ing  
G rand Officers.

The above rules having been read and separately 
adopted, it  was now

Unanimously resolved, T h a t th e y  form  th e  C onstitu tion  of 
th is  G rand  C hapter.




