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Proceedings of the Third Annual Convocatton of
the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of
Alabama, Held in the City of Mobile,
January, 1820.

Mobile Masonic Hall, Mondag/8226d IJIanAJar 2135266%

Pursuant to the firs sectlon of the 2nd Article
he %onstttutton of the Grand ?8/ rch C aﬁ
r ot the tate oanbama the followin ompa -
ns convened at the Masonic Hall, in the Cit
gblle on Monday, the 2nd day of January, 1 26

— g
Zom?h

<

Most Ex. Comp. John Eltliott, D. G. H. P.
H. P. Benham, H. P. Mobile Chap. No. 3.
H. V. Chamberlatn K. Mobile Chap. No. 3
T. Sanford, P. H. P. Mobile Chap. No. 3.
Wm. D. Stone, Grand Secretary.

There bemg but one Chapter represented, an ag-
journment todk place until Wednesday mornm? 11
0'clock, the 4th Inst,, when the same ompan ons,
and MoEtExce IentCompanlon Bral crlbg
of Was |r|tEg on hagter No. 1, Mont mer

DroX unomia Chapter, No. 5 Huntsvne be-
nt?a resent it was determined to open a Grand

Whereupon Most Ex. Comp. John EII|ott, D. G.
H. P. took the chalr and appomted Ex. Comp.
H. V. Cham eraln K o |e ha ter, No. ﬁ
K., .1 omp Bryd P. Was mlg
ton Ch apter 2, G S t Comp. 1T.
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Benlram H._P. Mobile Chapter, No G. M.Mp. t.;
Comp. Thaddeus San ord, . P. Mobile
Chapter No.3,G. T, p. t.

The following Companions were permitted, by
resolution, to take a seat in the Grand Chapter dur-
ing the session, viz: Chester Root, William M'Cul-
ler, J. Wiswall and Seaborne Travis.

A Grand Royal Arch Chapter was then opened in
due and ancient form.

The proceedrngs adopted at the two recedrnd
convdcatrons hel uscaloosa In Jun %

In January, 1825, were then read by the
Grand’ Secretary.

On motion, it was resolved {0 apr%ornt the follow-
|nlg committees, to consist of three members, viz_: on
Credentials and Returns—On Accounts—On C om-
munications—On By-Laws. When the I>G. H. P
made the following appointments:

( Comp. A. M'Bryde,

P. Benliam,

V. Chamberlarn,
Chamberlarn,

V.

M’Br

n. gtone

M Br de,

V. Chamberlain,
P. Benham.

On Credentials and Returns:— J

On Accounts :—

H.
H.
H.
A
ff

A

On Communications i— / I_|'||
A. M’Bryde,

On By-Laws — Wm. D. Stone,

| H. V. Chamberlain.

The Grand Chapter then adjourned until Friday
evening, at earlzvcande Ight
Stone, Grand Secretary.
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Mobile Masgnic Halt, Friday Evenin
ovile Masgpio Hatt TR BV Sase)

The Grand Chapter met pursuant to add'ourn-
ment; present all the members as on Wednesaay.

The ?om_mittee on Creﬂentials and Returns made
the fol oww&%re ort; which was concurred in by
the Grand Chapter.

Grand Royal Abch Chapter, Mobile, January 5 A. L. 5826.

The committee to whom was referred the Credentials and
Returns of the several R. A. Chapters under this jurisdiction,
beg leave to report, that Eunomia Chapter, No. 5, is duly rep-
resented byComp. AM’Bryde, their authorized proxy. That
they have examined the returns of said Eunomia Chapter, No.
5, and find them according to the Book of Constitutions, reqular
and masonic. The exhibit of dues to the Grand Chapter, from
Eunomia Chapter, amounting to seventy-four dollars and fifty
cents,—And further, that they have examined the returns of
Washington Chapter, No. 7, held at Montgomery, and find them
in like manner reqular and correct—the exhibit of dues to the
grlalnd Chapter, from Washington Chapter, amounting to eleven

ollars.
All of which is respectfully submitted,

A. M'Bryde, A ]
H. V. Chambertain, vV Committee.
H. P. Benham, J

An account of Mr. J. W. Townsend, for rmtmg,
amounting to forty dollars, together with other un-
settled accounts of this Grand. Chapter, were re-
celved and referred to the committee on accounts.

On motion,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed for the purpose of
addressing the General Grand Chapter of the United States, on
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the existing differences between the Monroe and Cahawba Chap-
ters, and this Grand Chapter.

When Most Ex Comp, the D. G H._P., John EI-
liott, Ex. Comp. H Cam eraln Ex on&o

Benham EX. Comp M’Bryde, and omp.
Win. D. Stone, were' appointed said commlttee

On motion,

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter do now adjourn until to-
morrow evening, at early candle-light.

W m.D. Stone, Grand Secretary.

Mobile Masonic H rda Evenln
oole ?13am?a{rl & A %56?

The Grand Chapter met gursuant to adjourn-
ment, present all the members as on yesterday even-

ing.

The Grand Chapter being called to labour, on
motion,

Resolved, That Companions Silas Dinsmore, Joseph King, and
Usal Ogden be admitted as visiting members, during the pres-
ent session.

he committee to whom Yvas ﬁeferred the Creden-
tials and Returns of Mohile Chapter, No. 3, made
the following report, which was ¢ ncurred |n by the
Grand Chapter, viz:

The committee of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State
of Alabama, to whom was referred the returns of the several
Chapters under this jurisdiction, beg leave to report:

That they have received and examined the returns of the
R. A. Chapter, No. 3, held in the city of Mobile, and find the
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same regular and masonic—And further, that there appears to
be due to the Grand Chaf)ter aforesaid, from said Chapter, No.
3, the sum of thirty dollars and twenty-nine cents—And also,
that theyhave received and examined the returns of Cyrus
Chapter,No. 6,held atFlorence, in the county of Lauderdale,
made up to 16th June last, and find the same out of form, but
correct in other respects—and further, that there appears to be
due to the Grand Chapter aforesaid, from said Chapter, No. 6,
the sum of thirty-four dollars, Uf) to that time.

All of which is most respectfully submitted,
A. M'Bryde,
H. V. Chambertain, V. Committee.
H. P. Benham, i

The committee on Communications and Returns
to this Grand Chapter, made the following report,
which was concurred in by the Grand Chapter, viz:

Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Alabama,
Mobile, January, 1826.

The committee on Communications and Returns, to this
Grand Chapter, beg leave to report, that they have duly con-
sidered the resolution and memorial of the Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of the State of Kentucky, having for its object “the
dissolution of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the
United States,” for reasons therein set forth, and are of opin-
ion that the general principles recognized and set forth in said
communication are in accordance with our views of the ob-
jects of the institution, and highly creditable to the source from
whence they emanated; but we are of opinion that the General
Grand Royal Arch Chapter ought not to be dissolved for the
following reasons, viz:

Ist. That all well requlated societies must have a supreme
head, to whom they can apgeal in_case of difference, and we
consider the said General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the
United States, well constituted for this purpose.

2nd. That the General Grand Ro¥]al Arch Chapter of the
United States, has, and of right ought to have, the power to
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establish a uniform system of government, and work, through-
out the different State Grand Chapters, whereby no embarrass-
ment will occur to a visiting companion in a strange land.

For these and other reasons which might he urged, your
committee are of opinion, that the said General Grand Royal
Arch Chapter of the United States, ought not to be dissolved.

Respectfully submitted,
A. M'Bryde,
H. V. Chamberlain,
H. P. Benham,
Committee.

On motion of Comp. M'Bryde, proxy of Eunomia
Chapter, No. 5 of Huntsvifle, the fdllowing reso-
lution was offered:

~ That the dues from said Chapter, in consequence of its hav-
ing expended its funds, in the erection of a Masonic Hall in
the town of Huntsville, be remitted.

The guestjon being put b¥ the D. G. H. P., it was
decided In the negafive hv the Grand Chapter.

The Grand Secretary reported, that he had at-
tended to- the several duties asmgned him by the
I\G/Iroabnipe (\ZI??pter, at the last annual convocation at

Having the proceedings of this Grand Chapter, held at Tus-
caloosa, In June, and at Mobile, in January, 1825,J)rinted and
forwarded to the several Grand Officers and subordinate Chap-
ters throughout this State, as well as the several State Grand
Chapters; as also certain resolutions adopted at the 2nd annual
Convaocation of the Grand Chapter, held at Mobile, in January
last, relative to the differences existing between the Cahaba and
Monroe Chapters, and this Grand Chapter, and its subordinate
Chapters, which said resolutions and proceedings he forwarded
to the said Cahaba and Monroe Chapters, from which Chapters
no reply or communications have been received.
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On motion,

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter do now adjourn until
Monday evening next, at early candle-light.

Wm. D. Stone, Grand Secretary.

Mobile Masonic Hall, Monday Evening \
9th January, 1826, 1" A. M. 2356.\

meTn?e Grand Chapter met pursuant to adjourn-

There not being members sufficient to open, the
adjournment W?s continued until to-morrow even-
Ing at three o'clock, P. M.

Wm. D. Stone, Grand Secretary.

Mobile Masonic Hall, Tuesdag \
10th Jan. 1826, R.'A. M. 2356.J

The Grand Chapter met pursuant to adjourn-
mednt—lprtesent tnepoFflcers ar%J memrl)ers as 0#1 Sat-
urday last.

The Grand Chapter was called from adjourn-
ment to labor.

On motion,

Resolved, That Companions A. Pfister and Honsman, be ad-
mitted as visiting members during the present session.

On motion of Most Ex. Comg. A. M’Br¥de_, proEy
of Eunomia Chapter, No. 5, held at Huntsville, the
following resolution was introduced:



82 PROCEEDINGS OP THE [January,

“That the 2nd Article, 1st Section of the Constitution for the
government of the Grand Chapter of the State of Alabama,
which provides that the Grand Chapter shall be holden on the
first Monday of January, annually, at the Masonic Hall, in
the city of Mobile, and third Monday in June, at Tuscaloosa,
for the purpose of transacting business, be so altered and
amended, as to read, that the Grand Chapter of the State of
Alabama, shall sit annually at the seat of Government, that
the first session thereof, after the adoption of this amendment,
shall be holden at the town of Tuscaloosa, on the first Monday
of December, 1827, and on the first Monday in December in
each and every year thereafter.

Which said re?]olutlon ursyant to the 1V Arti-
cle, Sec. 14. of the said Constitution, was ordered
to e spread onf[ e minutes of thjs Grang Chapter
to lie over for Its consideration until the next
annual session of the Grand Chapter at Mobile.

On motion,

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary, be allowed twenty dol-
lars for his services during the preceding year.

On motion,

Resolved, That Companion T. Sanford, be added to the com-
mittee, aprpomted to address the General Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of the United States, upon existing differences between
the Monroe and Cahaba Chapters, and this Grand Chapter.

On motion,

Resolved, That the defaulting Chapters are required to for-
ward their dues to the Grand Secretary, on or before the first
Monday of June next, and that the Grand Secretary be re-
quired to address them on that subject.

On motion of Companlon M' Brvﬂe H)rox y.of Eu-
the o

Pmla Chagte¥ Huntsville llowing res-
ution wab offered:
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That no subordinate Chaﬁter, under the jurisdiction of this
Grand Chapter, shall be authorized to exalt any brother to the
sublime degree of a Royal Arch Mason, who has not attained
the age of twenty-five years.

The guestion being put bY the 1). G. H. P. it was
decided in the negative by the Grand Chapter.

The committee on accounts made the following
report, viz:

Mobile Masonic Hall, January, 1826, A. L. 5826.
The committee on accounts to whom was referred the several
unsettled accounts of this Grand Chapter, beg leave to report:
That they have examined the account of Mr. J. W. Townsend,

for printing, amounting to forty dollars, and find it correct;
that they have examined the account of Comp. Charles Steele,
for guarding this Grand Chapter, amounting to twenty-one dol-
lars, and find it correct; that they have examined the account of
Comp. A. M'Bryde, representative of Washington Chapter, No.
T, MontgomerK, for traveling expenses, and attendance upon
this Grand Chapter the present meeting, amounting to thirty-
four dollars, and find it correct; that they have examined the
accounts of Comp. John H. Vincent, late Grand Treasurer, and
find that he has paid over to Comp. Henry A. Snow, of Tusca-
loosa, Grand Treasurer, the sum of ninety-one dollars, which
was the balance in his hands due to this Grand Chapter; that
they have examined the accounts of Comp. Jno. B. Hogan, late
Grand Secretary, and find them correct, and that there is a
balance due from him to this Grand Chapter, amounting to
forty-seven dollars, seventy-five cents; and that they have ex-
amined the account current of Comp. William D. Stone, Grand
Secretary, and find it correct, and that there is a balance in
his hands, amounting to sixteen dollars, due to this Grand
Chapter.

A. M'Bbyde,,

Wm. D. Stone,

H. V. Chambeklain,
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Which report was concurred in, and the several
%mourgjts due from this Grand Chapter ordered to
e pal

On motion,

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter do now go into an elec-
tion for Grand Officers for the ensuing year.

Whereupon the following Companions were de-
clared duly elected, viz:

M. E C. Nimrod,E. Benson, of Montgomery, G. H. P.

John Elliott, of Mobile, D. G. H. P,

“  Harry |. Thornton, of Huntsvnle G. K.

“ Thaddeus Sanford, 0f Mobile, G. Scribe.

“ A MBryde, of Montgomery G. Treasurer,

“  Wm. D. Stone, of Mobile, (grland Secretary.

“  Samuel H. Garrow, of Mobile, i
B. B.Fontaine, of Tuscaloosa, A - Marshals.

“ Chas. Steele, of Mobile, G. Terr

On motion,

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter do now go into the instal-
lation of the Grand Officers, elect, for the ensuing year—

Whereupon the Most Ex._John Elliott, 1). G. II.
P. of the Grand Chapter of the State of Alabama,
mstalled by pr?xy ost X. Nlmrod E. Ben-
son alMGrlan a terN §Stt Ex. H.

obile r. No. en |
sta e tﬁe I\/Iost Ex John EP I[t)t Dep ranla o
Priest, of said Grand Chapter—T
Most Ex John EII|ott then mstalled by % ryd

Harr ornton o Huntswe
K|n — y; ox Most E T. Sanf ord,
Moblle rand Scrlge—Ex Comg A. M'Bryde. of

Montgomer Grand Treasurer—Ex. <vanp. Wm.
1). Stone, of Mobile, as Grand Secretary—hy proxy
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Com anions Samuel H. Garrow, of Mobile, and B.

ontaine, of Tuscaloosa, Grand Marshals—
Companlon Chas. Steele, as Grand Tyler.

On motion,

Resolved, That the foregoing proceedings of this Grand Chap-
ter, be printed, under the direction of the D. G. H. P. and Grand
Secretary.

Nothmgf further aPpearmg before the Grand
Cha ter of the Stateo Alabama e fore om(glp
ceed megs were read aF OPprove his S and

Chapt r was then closed, with the usual solemni-

ties.
Wm. D. Stone, Gbaud Secretary.
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The following is a list of Chapters under the juris-
diction of the Grand Chapter of A labama.

TUSCALOOSA CHAPTER, No. 1—No return received.

MOBILE CHAPTER, No. 3.

Meets in Mobile on the first Monday in each Month.
M. E. Henry P. Benham, H. P.  E. Henry V. Chamberlain, K.
E. Thad. Sanford, Scribe.

EUNOMIA CHAPTER, No. 5.

Meets in Huntsville on the first Saturday in each Month.
M. E. Harry I. Thornton, High Priest. ~ E. Jno. Martin, King.
E. William Feeney, Scribe.

CYRUS CHAPTER, No. 6.

Held at Florence, in the county of Lauderdale on the third
Thursday of each Month.

M. E. J. II. Weakley, H. Priest. E. Alex. H. Hood. King.
E. Thomas West, Scribe.

WASHINGTON CHAPTER, No. 7.

Held at Montgomery on the first Saturday of each Month.
M. E. Nimrod E. Benson, H. Priest. E. C. Billingslea, King.
E. A M'Bryde, Scribe.

~The following Chapters paid up their contribu-
tions for the preceding year:

Mobile Chapter, No.3 $30 20
Washington Chapter. No. 7 11 00
$41 20

N. B. All communications intended for the
Grand Chapter of Alabama, addressed to William
D. Stone, Mabile, Alahama.
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PROCEEDINGS, &c

At a Grand Annual Convocatlon* of the Grand
Roval rch Cha ter of State of Alabama, be-
a and d at the onlc Hall |n the town of
Lu%%%oosa on t|n119th av of -Tune, A. D. 1826, A.

PRESENT:

M. E. Nimrod E. Benson, Grand High Priest.

Ditgald M'Farlane, P. G. H. & G. K, p. t.

John B. Hogan, P. G. Sec’ly & G. S, p. t.

Wm. D. Stone, G. Secly. & Representative of Mo-
bile Chapter No. 3, and of M. Ex. John Elliott,
D. G.H.P

Ex. Comp. Henry Sirause, Representative of Cyrus Chapter,
No. 6, G. Treasurer, p. t.

Henry A. Snow, P. G. Treasurer.

Edw. W. Thompson, Representative of Washington
Chapter, No. 7, Montgomery, & of M. E. A
M’Bryde, Grand Treasurer.

Z. B. Snow, Sec’y of Tuscaloosa Chapter, No. 1

J. GB Pass, of Franklin Chapter, No. 5, Eatonton,

a.
G. W. Crain, of Tuscaloosa Chapter, No. L
Smith Williams, Grand Tyler, p. t.

The Grand Secretary having examined the sev-
eral credentials presented by the above gamed dele-
ates, reported that they were eac every one
ntitled to 3 seat in the Gr?nd Ch apter and there
eing a suf iclent number of Chapters represented.
éhwas determlned to open a Grand Royal Arch
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Whereupon the Most Ex. Dugald M'Farlane, P
G, H. P, took the chair, and opened the Grand
Chapter in due and ancient form.

The proceedings of the previous meeting, held at
Mobile, on the first Monday of January, A”D. 1826,
was then read by the Grand Secretary:

On motion,

Resolved, That Most Ex. Nimrod E. Benson, G. H. P. be in-
stalled in person.

Whereu on the Most Ex. Dugald M’Farlane, P

G. IT. P, hylnstalled Most EX. N. E. Benson G
H. P. with the usual solemnities.

On motion, it was resolved to appoint the follow-
ing committees, viz:

.On Credentials and Returns:—Wm. D. Stone, B. B. Fon-
taine. D. M'Farlane.

On Accounts—E. W. Thompson, IT. A. Snow, Henry Strause

On Communications ‘—John B. Hogan, Geo. W. Crain, Wm.
D. Stone.

On By-Laws :—Henry Strause, E. W. Thompson, G. W. Crain

g Grand Secretarg rePorted that he had re-
celve a communication from Monroe ater
with aremonstrance from sa|d apt?r to the Gen-
eral Grand Roy Rter of the Unlted
States, which was rea and on _motion referred to
a select committee, consisting of Companions J. B.
Hogan, Wm. D. Stone, and D. M'Farfane.

On motion.

Resolved, That the presiding officer, the most Ex. Nimrod
E. Benson, be added to said committee.

On motion.
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Resolved, That the following companions be admitted as vis-
iting members during the present session: Vis: Comp. G. W.
(Slraln, Z. B. Snow, J. B. Pass, Wm. P. Gould and Henry A
now.

The meetinﬂ then ar”ourned until to-morrow
evening, at ea wandle- ght.
m. I). Stone, Grand Secretary. -

Masonic Hall, Tuscaloosa

1
Tuesday Evening, June 20, 1826.{
meme Grand Chapter met agreeable to adjourn-

present:

M. E. N. E. Benson, G. H. P.
D. mFarlane, P. G. H. P. &G. K., p. t.
seth Barton, H. P. Tuscaloosa Chapter, No. 1,
G.Spt
Wm. D. stone, G. Secretary.
Ex. Comp. E. W. Thompson, G. Treasurer, p. t.

S. S, williamson, G. T., p. t.
VISITING COMPANIONS.
G. AV. Crain, J. B. Pass, and others.
The committee on By-Laws made the following
report
Tuscaloosa Masonic Hall, June 1826, A. L. 5826.

The committee on By-Laws, to whom the same was referred
beg leave to report, that they have had the same under con-
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sideration and find nothing to require their attention or any
alterations necessary to be made.
Which is respectfully submitted.
Henry Strause, j
E. W. Thompson, (Committee.
G. W. Crain, \

The committee on credentials and returns made
the following report—

Tuscaloosa Masonic Hall, Tuesday Evening.
June 20, 1826—A. L. 5826.

The committee to whom was referred the credentials and
returns of the several subordinate Chapters under the juris-
diction of this Grand Chapter, beg leave to report that they
have received and examined the credentials and returns of
Tuscaloosa Chapter No. 1, and find them according to the
Book of Constitutions, regular and Masonic. The exhibit of
dues from said Chapter to this Grand Chapter from 14th of
June, 1824, to 12th June, 1826, amounting to forty-two dollars.

That they had received and examined the credentials and
returns of Cyrus Chapter, No. 6, held at the town of Florence,
and find them according to the Book of Constitutions, regular
and Masonic. Your Committee is satisfied that Ex. Comp.
Henry Strause is the regular delegate of said Chapter, and
the amount of dues from it to this Grand Chapter to be seventy-
two dollars.

That they have received and examined the credentials of
Mobile Chapter, No. 3, and your committee is satisfied that
Most Ex. Comp. Wm. D. Stone is the reqular delegate and rep-
resentative of said Chapter, and also the regular delegate and
rDepr(e;sepltatFive of Most Ex. Comp. John Elliott, of Mobile,

And that they have received and examined the credentials of
Washington Chapter, No. 7, Montgomery, and your committee
is satisfied that Comp. Edward W. Thompson is the regular
delegate and representative of said Chapter, and also the
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reqular delegate and representative of Most Ex. Comp. A
M'Bryde, Grand Treasurer of this Grand Chapter.
All" of which is most respectfully submitted.
Wm. D. Stone,
D. M'Farlane, (. Committee.
B. B. Fontaine, )

Which report was concurred in by the Grand
Chapter.

On motion,

Resolved, That Comp. Seth Barton be added to the select
committee on the communication and remonstrance to the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter of the United States from the Monroe
Chapter.

On motion,

Resolved, That fifty copies of the Constitution of this Grand
Chapter be printed under the direction of the Grand Secretary,
and that each Chapter be furnished with three copies, and
each Grand Officer with one.

The Grand, ChaPter then adjourned until to-
morrow evening, at early candlg-light.
Wm.1). Stone, Grand Secretary.
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Masonic Hall, Tuscaloosa,

Wednesday Evening, June 21, 1826\

Trtre Grand Chapter met agreeable to adjourn-
ment.

present:

M. E. Nimrod E. Benson, G. H. P.
D. MFarlane, P. G. H. P, G. K, p. t.
John B. Hogan, G. Scribe, p. t
E. W. Thompson, Grand Treasurer, p. t.
Wm. D. Stone, Grand SecretarK.
B. B. Fontaine, Grand Marshal.
Rev. Wm. M. Curtis, Grand Chaplain, p. t.
Ex. Comps. Seth Barton,
Henry Strause,
J. Murphy,
Geo. W. Crain.

The Grand Chapter was called from adjourn-

ment to_labor, and an |mpressrve prayer delivered
by the Rev. Mr. Cnrtis, G. C."p. t

The committee on credentials and returns report:

That they have received and examined the credentials of Eu-
nomia Chapter, No. 5 Huntsville, and is satisfied that Ex.
Comp. B. B. Fontaine is the regular delegate and representative
of said Chapter.

Which report was unanimously concurred in.

On motion of Comp._ B. B. Foptaine, Iprox\%,of
Eunomia Chapter, No. 5 Huntsville, the followi
resolution was introduced:

“That the 4th article and 3rd section of the Constitution
of the Grand Chapter of the State of Alabama, which pro-
vides that for the Degree of Mark Master, whether in Chapter
or Lodge, not less than twenty dollars to be paid into the treas-
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ury thereof, be so altered that the degree of Mark Master may
Ibe conferred for ten, and that of Royal Arch for twenty dol-
ars.”

Which said resolution, pursuant to the 44l arti-
cle and 14th section of the said constjtution wa
ordered to he sPr,ead uPon_the minutes of this Gran
Chapter, and lie'over tor its consideration until the
Eﬁ)e(t annual session of the Grand Chapter, at Mo-

On motion,

Resolved, That our Rev. Companion, Wm. M. Curtis, be re-
quested to attend our meetings during the present session of
this Grand Chapter, and officiate as'Grand Chaplain, p. t.

On motion,

Resolved, That all Royal Arch Masons now in this town, who
are of reqular standing, be permitted to take seats in this
Grand Chapter during the present session.

The following preamble and resolution was of-
fered by Comp. Seth Barton :

W hereas a difference of opinion has existed as to the mode
of conferring the degree of Past Master in some of the sub-
ordinate Chapters, and whereas this Grand Chapter deems it
advisable, in order to establish an uniformity and correctness
of working to express its opinion upon the subject.

Be it therefore Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand
Chapter, the degree of Past Master can only be conferred in a
reqular Lodge or Convocation of Past Masters, duly assembled
and empowered to work in that degree; and that this Grand
Chapter will hereafter consider the conferring said degree
in any other manner as unmasonic, against ancient usage,
and therefore irreqular.

Which preamble and resolution was concurred in
by the Grand Chapter.
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The Grand, Chafter was then adjourned until to-
Morrow evenmg, o c ock

Stone Grand Secretary.

Jine 2

Tr%e Grand Chapter met pursuant to adjourn-
men

There not being sufficient number of members
present, the adjournment was cqntinued until to-
morrow evening, at early candle-light

Wm.1). Stone, Grqand Secretary.

Tuscaloosa Masonic Hall, Thursday Evenln%%f

June 2

The Grand Chapter met agreeable to adjourn-
ment.

Tuscaloosa Masonic Hall, Frlday EvenmgQ }

PKESENT:

M. E. Nimrod E. Benson, G. H. P.

D. MFartane, P. G. H. P., G. K, p. t.
John B. Hogan, G. S, p. t.
Wm. D. Stone, Grand Secretary
E.W. Thomson G. Treasurer, p. t.
B. B. Fontaine, G. Marshal.

Ex. Comp. S. S. Williamson, G. T., p. t.
S. L. Perry,
Seth Barton,

Drish.

On motion,

Resolved, That the Most Ex. Comp. T. Sandford, Grand
Scribe of this Grand Chapter be appointed delegate to repre-
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sent this Grand Chapter in the General Grand Chapter of the
United States, at the septennial meeting, to be holden at the
City of New York, on the first Thursday in September next;
and that the Grand Secretary notify him of his appointment.

The committee ou accounts made the following
report, viz:

Tuscaloosa Masonic Hall,

June 23, 1826—A. L. 5826.

The committee on accounts, to whom the same was referred,
beg leave to report as follows:

That they have received and examined the following ac-
counts, and find them correct, viz: An account of Most Ex.
Nimrod E. Benson, Grand High Priest, for traveling expenses
and attendance on this Grand Chapter during the present meet-
ing, amounting to twenty-two dollars.

. Ah account of Companion Edward W. Thompson, proxy of
Washington Chapter No. 7, Montgomery, for traveling expenses
and attendance as aforesaid, amounting to twenty-two dollars.

An account of Comp. Wm. D. Stone, Grand Secretary, for
traveling expenses and attendance as aforesaid, amounting to
thirty-two dollars.

An account of ComP. Henry Strause, proxy of Cyrus Chap-
ter, No. 6, Florence, for traveling expenses and attendance as
aforesaid, amountin? to twenty-two dollars, and an account of
Comp. Smith S. Williamson, as Grand Tyler, p. t., for services,
&c., as aforesaid, for sixteen dollars, 6 1-4 cents.

All of which is most respectfully submitted,

E. W. Thompson, |
Henry Strause, \ Committee.

Which regort was unanimously congurred in, and
the several amounts ordered to be paid.

The committ(fe to whom was referred the com-

munication and_remonstrance of Maonroe Chapter

totheBGenerm Grand Chapter of the United States,
4
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upon the subject of differences existing between
said Monroe Chapter and this Grand Chapter, beg
leave to make the following report:

The special committee, to whom was referred the remon-
strance of Monroe Chapter, addressed to the General Grand
Chapter of the United States and forwarded to the Grand
Secretary of this Grand Chapter, in pursuance of a resolu-
tion of Monroe Chapter, have had the same under considera-
tion and respectfully submit the following

report:

That on the 1st of January, 1822, there existed in the State
of Alabama two Chapters, constituted by a warrant of Consti-
tution from the General Grand High Priest of the General
Grand Chapter of the United States. These were Tuscaloosa
Chapter, No. 1, and Alabama Chapter. No. 2. By the same au-
thority, Mobile Chapter was constituted on the 22d of March,
1822, 'and Monroe Chapter (at Claiborne, Ala.) was organized
some time in the winter of 1822 and 1823. A short time pre-
vious to the expiration of the year after the establishment of
Mobile Chapter, to-wit: in February, 1822, resolutions were
adopted (without any previous official concert with each
other) by Tuscaloosa and Alabama Chapters, for the purpose
of concerting measures preliminary to the formation of a State
Grand Chapter for the State of Alabama, and Mobile Chapter
shortly after adopted similar resolutions. Each of the said
Chapters forwarded copies of their respective resolutions toeach
other, and also to Monroe Chapter. All concurred in the gen-
eral design, thou?h there was a diversity of opinion as to the
time and place of organizing the Grand Chapter. Each of the
three eldest Chapters ﬁroposed the towns in which their Chap-
ters were respectively holden as the points of meeting. Finally,
Alabama Chapter, animated as we believe by a proper spirit
of accommodation, proposed to Mobile Chapter, “that should
a different time and place suit the convenience of Maobile Chap-
ter, they requested the Mobile Chapter to name it.” Accord-
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ingly, ou the 10th of April, 1823, Mobile Chapter adopted
resolutions, proposing Mobile as the place, and the 4th Monday
of that month as the time of meeting, and forwarded copies
of those resolutions to the other Chapters. On the 22d of April,
Tuscaloosa Chapter passed resolutions concurring in the resolu-
tions of Mobile Chapter, except as to the time of meeting, which
Tuscaloosa Chapter altered to the 3rd Monday of the ensuing
May, and forwarded notice of the same to the other Chapters.

On the 19th day of Mag, ébelng the 3rd Monday), 1823, the
following delegates assembled in the Masonic Hall, at the City
of Mobile, viz: Dugald McFarlane, H. P. of Tuscaloosa Chap-
ter, and Wm. Armstrong and John H. Vincent, delegates from
said Chapter, and John Elliott, H. P. of Mobile Chapter, and
John B. Hogan and H. V. Chamberlain, delegates from Mobile
Chapter. No delegates appeared either from Alabama or Mon-
roe Chapters. The meeting was organized and adjourned until
next day, for'the purpose of giving further time for the dele-
gates from those Chapters to arrive. On the 20th of May, the
said delegates again assembled, and no delegate appearing
from either Alabama or Monroe Chapters, the meeting being
wholly unapprized whether the failure proceeded from accident
or otherwise, Alabama Chapter having recorded and published
its assent to the formation of a State Grand Chapter and never
having withdrawn it, so far as the delegates from the other
Chapters were informed, and having also consented that Mo-
bile Chapter should name the time and place; which was done
and notice given said Chapters and the others of the same;
the said delegates believed themselves empowered to adopt, and
did adopt accordingly, resolutions expressive, 1st, of their com-
petency to form a Grand Chapter for the State of Alabama, and
2nd, of their determination that the High Priests, Kings and
Scribes of the said four Chapters should be members of said
Chapter, "provided that Alabama and Monroe Chapters should
give their assent to the proceedings of said delegates within a
reasonable time.” A committee was accordingly appointed
to draft a Constitution. On the 21st of May, the committee re-
ported a Constitution, which, with some amendments, was
adopted.
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On the 22d of May, the same delegates assembled, and pro-
ceeded to elect the State Grand Officers, and the following
Companions were duly elected, viz: Du%ald McFarlane, H. P.
of Tuscaloosa Chapter, G. H. P., John Elliott. H. P. of Mobile
Chapter, D. G. H. P., Horatio G. Perry, of Alabama Chapter,
G. K., ffm, B. Patton, H. P. of Monroe Chapter, G. S., John B.
Hogan, of Mobile, Chapter, Grand Secretary, John H. Vincent,
of Tuscaloosa Chapter, G. Treasurer, Wm. Armstrong, of Tus-
caloosa Chapter, and Il. V. Chamberlain, of Mobile Chapter,
Grand Marshals. On the 3d of June, nine or more regular Com-
panions Royal Arch Masons assembled in said Masonic Hall,
where the Grand Chapter was opened in ancient form, and the
Grand Officers duly installed. ~Since which time the Grand
Chapter of the State of Alabama has been and continues under
efficient organization. Its proceedings have heen approved of
by the General Grand High Priest; it has been in regular, sys-
tematic operation; it has granted dispensations and warrants
of constitution to several subordinate Chapters within this
jurisdiction; exercises a controlling superintendence over all
the surbordinate Chapters of this State (Alabama and Monroe
Chapters only excepted), who, on their parts, recognize Its jur-
isdiction and submit to its authority; and all of which subordi-
nate Chapters have become and continue constituent members
of the Grand Chapter. These facts, appear to the committee to
be all in any wise material to a thorough understanding of the
incidents growing out of the establishment of this Grand Chap-
ter, and of the causes which have so unhappily disturbed the
harmony which should always exist between the Grand and
subordinate Chapters.

As the remonstrance referred to the committee contains, it is
presumed, a full statement of the grievances complained of,
and as it asserts that their obLections to the establishment of
this Grand Chapter have never been aswered or attempted to be
answered, the committee have deemed it advisable to examine
somewhat in detail those objections contained in the remon-
strance, which have not been already sufficiently answered by
the above summary of facts. Without exactly adopting the
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words, or professing a precise enumeration of the objections in
the remonstrance, we think we may safely maintain, that those
which remain to be answered resolve themselves into one or the
other of the following propositions: 1st, That the delegates as-
sembled were incompetent to the organization of this Grand
Chapter. 2dly, That the Constitution of this Grand Chapter
was a conditional one, and the condition failing it was thereby
annulled. And 3dly, That this Grand Chapter improperly in-
terdicted masonic intercourse between the members of its sub-
ordinate Chapters and Lodges, and the members of the Ala-
bama and Monroe Chapters.

Let us consider, then, in the first place, the imputed incom-
petency of the delegates. The remonstrance maintains the af-
firmative of this proposition on two grounds; the one is that
two Chapters cannot form a Grand Chapter, when there are
four Chapters in the State, and the other is, that six masons
cannot form a Chapter. The authority for the formation of
State Grand Chapters is derived from the 11th section of the
second article of the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter
of the United States, and is in these words: “Whenever there
shall have been three or more Royal Arch Chapters instituted
in any State, by virtue of authority derived from this Consti-
tution, a Grand Chapter may be formed in such State (with
the approbation of one or more of the General Grand Officers)
by the High Priests, Kings and Scribes of the said Chaptersr
who shall be authorized to elect the Grand Officers. Provided
always, that no new State Grand Chapter shall be formed until
after the expiration of one year from the establishment of the
Junior Chapter in said State.” It is manifestly clear, that at
the time of the formation of this Grand Chapter there were
only three Chapters in the State to whom the privileges of this
Brovision extended, because there were only three which had
een established more than one year previous, viz:  Tuscaloosa,
Alabama and Mobile Chapters. If any one of the three Chapters
had been dissolved, the formation of a State Grand Chapter,
previous to the constitutional maturity of Monroe Chapter,
would have been expressly prohibited, by the provisions of said



102 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [June,

section.  Undoubtedly then, the existence of Monroe Chapter
at that time, and while subjected to the disability of a proba-
tionary infancy, could contribute nothing to the privilege or
authority of forming this Grand Chapter. Whether it existed
or did not exist, while its ri?hts and immunities were inchoate
and imperfect (quoad the formation of this Grand Chapter)
could have had no bearing on the question, either of exPedlency
or power. It had no right to be represented; and so far as it
was concerned, it had no right to complain of, or power to re-
dress, the imputed irregularity of forming this Grand Chapter
without or even against its appprobation. The committee are
hence led to believe that Monroe Chapter, which originated this
remonstrance, so far from having just grounds of complaint,
is really indebted to the unprecedented courtesy of the other
Chapters for an invitation to participate in deliberations from
which it was undoubted(ljy excluded by constitutional restraints
and disabilities. Indeed it appears to the committee that if
there has been an?{ irreﬁularity deserving of notice in the pro-
ceedings of the other Chapters and their delegates, it was that
of inviting Monroe Chapter to be represented at the meeting,
and of electing and installing in office the II. P. of that Chapter
as one of the grand officers, If the reasoning which has been
employed upon this part of the subject be sound, and there were
virtually at the time but three Chagters in the State authorized
to participate in the formation of the Grand Chapter, we might
safely resort to the remonstrance itself to establish the conclu-
sion to which we are arriving. The terms of its proposition is,
not that two Chapters cannot form a Grand Chapter, but that
they cannot do it, where there are four Chapters in the State.
It implies that (in the opinion of the authors of the remon-
strance) two Chapters can form a Grand Chapter, in cases
where there are only three Chapters in the State. For since
more than four Chapters being in the State would diminish
the propriety and authority of two acting for all, so two only’
or less than two existing in the State, are emphatically dis-
qualified from formin% a Grand Chapter, by force of the 11th
section; and unless the remonstrance intended to admit that
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two Chapters are empowered to form a Grand Chapter, where
there are only three Chapters in the State, we confess it is
beyond our discernment to detect the object or meanin% of the
qualification, which accompanies the proposition. I it be
meant that two Chapters cannot form a Grand Chapter, under
the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter, under no cir-
cumstances, why not say so? Why say more, if more is not
meant? We may then re-affirm that virtually there were but
three Chapters at the time of the formation of this Grand
Chapter; and we cordially unite in the opinion implied in the
remonstrance, that two Chapters can form a Grand Chaﬁter
where there are only three Chapters in the State; or what,
in the opinion of the committee, amounts to the same thing,
where there are only three which have arrived at constitutional
maturity. However, that we may not be charged with resting
our conclusions upon the unguarded concessions of others, let
us examine the 11th section further, to ascertain if there be
any thing there which conflicts with our conclusions. It will
hardly be asserted that there are ang positive requirements in
this section, by which all the High Priests, Kings and Scribes
must be present at the formation of a Grand Chapter, or that,
if they are, that they must be unanimous, in order to give a va-
lidity to what is done. Let us suppose that this section had
required that there should be ten or more Chapters in a
State, in order to form a Grand Chapter, and that there had
been eleven Chapters in this State previous to the formation of
the State Grand Chapter, and that in pursuance of notice
and resolutions of concurrence, ten Chapters should convene,
and that the eleventh should either decline from indifference,
fail from accident, or refuse from obstinacy; would it be in
the power of one to defeat the laudable designs of the rest?
This may be called an extreme case—we admit it. But so is
the one under consideration. They are in principle the same.*
and the principle in both is, that a minority can control. We
should think it a safe rule in all cases, that where authority
was conferred on several persons, and no explicit direction
given as to the mode of its exercise, that a majority of those
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persons, and not less, should constitute a quorum, to give
effect to the authority which was deputed to all. In the for-
mation of this Grand Chapter, the delegates convened consti-
tuted not barely a quorum, but a majority of two thirds of all
empowered to assemble. If it required that all should meet,
why not require farther that all should agree? That what
should not be unanimously adopted should not be adopted
at all? For if some may stay away, to defeat an object, why
may not others for the same purpose? But what seems to
be contended for in the remonstrance is that all must be
represented; though when all are convened a majority
must govern. Which amounts to this, that if the Alabama
Chapter had been represented, whatever course It might
have thought proper to have pursued, it would have legal-
ized the proceedings of the other Chapters. Let us
suppose, for a moment, that if that Chapter had been present
it would have opposed the formation of the Grand Chapter al-
together—if the other two Chapters were united in its favor,
the efforts of that Chapter would have been utterly ineffectual.
And yet the argument is that that Chapter has effected by
staying away, what all its opposition could not have accom-
plished had it been there!—It could not have prevented the
formation of the Grand Chapter if it had been present, in the
active resistance of all its provisions; but it has effected the
same object by doing nothing—by staying at home! The only
ground Tor such an argument must be the technical inference
that what is done by a majority is the act of the whole. If then
actual opposition when present can be construed into implied
consent, we do not see the propriety with which absence alone
can be construed'into opfosition, against the official declara-
tions of the Chapter itself in favor of the objects for which
the delegates assembled. If unanimity in convening, and unan-
imit¥ in opinion and action should be a Erecedent condition to
the tormation of a Grand Chapter, then that would be required
which was never required before, and which it is believed would
form an obstacle to the institution of Grand Chapters which
could never be surmounted.—Again: It will be remembered
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that all the Chapters approved of and assented to the forma-
tion of a Grand Chapter, and that the approbation of each was
known to all—that all had notice of the time and place, (which,
was expressly agreed on by a majority of the Chapters empow-
ered to act.) Everything that had previously transpired con-
duced to the opinion that Alabama Chapter was disappointed
in assembling, against its wishes, and that if the delegates
assembled should form a proper constitution for the govern-
ment of said Grand Chapter, the Alabama Chapter would
cheerfully acquiesce in what had been done. As no doubt ex-
isted in the minds of the delegates upon this subject, and as the
remonstrance has admitted that if the Alabama and Monroe
Chapters had subsequently approved they would thereby have
perfected what they have considered an imperfect constitution;
—we would submit it to the candor of impartial craftsmen, if it
were not somewhat uncandid and unkind in the authors of the
remonstrance, even in the fervor of controversional zeal, to
charge the delegates with misrepresentation, because they had
prejudged and anticipated the magnanimous and even unsolici-
ted co-operation of others, by reciting in the preamble to the
Constitution, a general union and concurrence of design, which
was so sanguinely and confidently expected. As a subseguent
assent was fully calculated on, would it not have appeared sel-
fish in the delegates to have published, as their act only, what
was the act of others also; and as we gather from the remon-
strance, that its authors are sufficiently tenacious of etiquette
and forms, would not this very omission have probably consti-
tuted an insuperable objection to their concurrence?

The other proposition is, that six masons cannot form a Chap..
ter. We have very little to say in reply to this objection; It
seems to have originated in a misconception of the facts as they
really existed. It w.as not necessary, nor was there any au-
thority, to have formed a Chapter before the delegates were
empowered to act. This could not have been done, though all
the Chapters had been represented. There was no Chapter to
form.  The Constitution had to be adopted anterior to the open-
ing and organization of the Chapter. This was the mode adop-
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ted by the delegates who formed and organized the General
Grand Chapter itself. We deny that the Grand Chapter was
either opened or closed with a number less than nine—The
Grand Chapter was never opened till the 3rd of June, 1823, and
there were nine regular companions present. It is true that all
were not members;.nor was it necessary that they should be.
There is nothing in existing enactment or ancient usage that
required it.

Let us proceed to examine the second proposition. That the
Constitution of this Grand Chapter was a conditional one; and
the condition failing, the constitution was thereby annulled.
Here we are again at issue upon the fact. We respectfully de-
ny, toto coelo, that the constitution was predicated upon any
condition whatever. A resolution was adopted by the delegates
anterior to the adoption of the constitution, asserting “that the
Grand Chapter of the State of Alabama, shall consist of the
High Priests, Kings and Scribes of the following Chapters, viz:
Tuscaloosa, No. 1, Cahawba, No. 2 (meaning Alabama. No. 2)
Mobile, No. 3, and Claiborne, No. 4, (meaning Monroe, No. 4),

rovided that Cahawba and Claiborne (meaning Alabama and

onroe Chapters) give their assent to these proceedings within
a reasonable time. Now this is barely a “resolution” adopted
before the constitution, which was not incorporated into it, or
formed a part of it. It would hardly be denied that if the con-
stitution had expressly excluded the participation in member-
ship of Alabama and Monroe Chapters, that the constitution
would have been Paramount and the resolution ineffectual. The
constitution itselt nullifies the resolution, for it provides that
the Grand Chapter shall consist of others besides those enumer-
ated in the resolution, to-wit: such Chapters as may be orig-
inated by the Grand Chapter itself. But even if the resolution
had been incorporated in the constitution, or could now be con-
sidered as having the force of a constitutional provision, we
should earnestly ‘insist that the condition related not to the
validity of the constitution, but to the membership of those
Chapters. What is the provision? Why, that the Grand Chap-
ter shall consist of the three first officers of all the Chapters in
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this State, “provided that Cahawba and Claiborne give their
consent to these proceedings within a reasonable time." And
suppose they should not give their assent within a reasonable
time—what follows? That the Grand Chapter Is dissolved?
The constitution annulled? By no means. But that the Grand
Chapter shall consist of other members than the High Priests,
Kings and Scribes of ail those Chapters, that is, that the High
Priests, Kin?s and Scribes of Alabama and Monroe Chapters,
or either, refusing assent should be excluded from membership.
The existence of the constitution was not made to deﬁend on
the course which Alabama and Monroe Chapters might think
proper to pursue, but only their right to membership. That this
was the intention of the delegates is further manifested from
the occurrences which have since arisen.—They failed to give
their assent and they have ceased to be members of the Grand
Chapter.

The third proposition is, that this Grand Chapter improperly
interdicted masonic intercourse between the members of its sub-
ordinate Chagters and Lodges and the members of the Alabama
and Manroe Chapters. va recurring to the Constitution of the
General Grand Chapter of the United States, we shall ascertain
the authority which belongs to the State Grand Chapters. The
4th section of the 3d article provides “that the several State
Grand Chapters (subject to the provisions of this constitution)
shall have the sole government and superintendence of the sev-
eral Royal Arch Chapters and Lodges of Most Excellent Past
and Mark Master Masons within their respective jurisdictions,”
etc. It is conceived that the jurisdiction of a State Grand
Chapter extends to all regular constituted Chapters within the
limits of the State in which it is holden, and consequently that
the right of government and superintendence over said Chap-
ters accrues to the Grand Chapter, as soon as the same has
been regularly organized. It is imﬁracticable however for this
authority to be exercised over Chapters which publicly dis-
claim and denounce the jurisdiction and refuse submission to
its government and direction. Connected with this right of
government and superintendence is the right to dues for the
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support and maintenance of the Grand Chapter, which are ac-
cruing to and vested in the Grand Chapter, by virtue of both
the Constitutions of the General Grand Chapter and of the
State Chapter. The constitution of the former in the 8th sec-
tion of the 2d article provides that “the Grand Chapters shall
have power to require from the several Chapters and Lodges
under their respective jurisdictions, such reasonable proportion
of sums received by them for the exaltation and advancement
of candidates, and such certain annual sums from their pros-
pective members as by their ordinances or regulations shall
hereafter be appointed; all of which said sums or dues shall be
made good and paid annuall¥ by the said Chapters and Lodges
respectively, into the Grand Treasury of the Grand Chapter un-
der which they hold their authority, on or before the 1st day
of the respective annual meetings of thd said Grand Chapters.”
And by the 6th section of the 2nd article of the Constitution of
this Grand Chapter those dues are specifically ascertained, and
farther provides that those Chapters neglecting or refusing to
pay their dues until the next regular session of the Grand
Chapter, shall be punished by forfeiture of their warrant and
expulsion, until they comply, &w Now, no part of these dues
have ever been paid, nor have either the Alabama or Monroe
Chapters, in a single instance, submitted to the authority of
this Grand Chapter, and Monroe Chapter on the last page of
this very remonstrance, has rashly and intemperately asserted,
as if to close the door of reconcilation forever, that they “shall
never consent to acknowledge any head but’ the General Grand
Chapter, though confessedly belonging to this jurisdiction. It
is manifest, from the facts which have been stated, that ma-
sonic intercourse could not subsist where one side was asserting
and the other denyin% jurisdiction, and accordingly this Grand
Chapter conceiving the course of these Chapters as violating
the principles of its constitution, and as a palpable departure
from their obligations and their duties, suspended all inter-
course with them. The right to inflict punishment by the
Grand Chapter upon the subordinate Chapters as surely exists
as the right does in the subordinate Chapters to punish its own
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members. In the case before us, however, the interdiction of
intercourse was expressly enjoined on the hapé)ening of contu-
macy, which actually occurred. The 2nd and 3rd article, of
the constitution among other things, provided this punishment,
for refusal to acknowledge its authority within one year, &c.
This constitution, too, with this very provision, has been sub-
mitted to and received the inspection and approval of the Gen-
eral Grand High Priest; and the interdiction of intercourse of
which the remonstrance complains, is but the enforcement of
this very provision of the constitution, against those who have
refused to acknowledge its authority and subscribe to its gov-
ernment.

The committee cannot close this report without expressing
their deep regret that Monroe Chapter should not have mani-
fested greater forDearance in adopting measures, which have
doubtless seemed proper to them. That Chapter ought to have
remembered, that if it derives the authority of doing what it
has done from ancient usage, that ancient usage cannot on
their part be safely appealed to, to justify the asperity which
pervades the remonstrance. Nothing tends more powerfully to
widen existing breaches and aggravate existing hostilities, than
the substitutin? for mild and dignified argument inflammatory
appeals to public opinion. However the course which has been
pursued was calculated to arouse 'in the bosoms of the com-
mittee all their excitement, and to have justified pointed and
unnecessary animadversion on their part, they have endeav-
ored tp refrain as much as possible from pursuing an example
which might have placed existing differences out of the reach
of friendly accommodation and have kindled resentments that
might have been unextinguishable. Whatever may be the re-
sult of this unpleasant controversy, and however this commit-
tee may claim for this Grand Chapter throughout the preva-
lence of good feelings, and exemption from imputed faults;
when they consider with what engaging solemnities all our ma-
sonic duties enjoin on us the necessity of harmony and union;
we sincerely trust that our Almighty Architect will inspire us
all with a proper spirit of accommodation, that the very re-
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membrance of these dissentions may be buried in oblivion, and
that the fires of friendship may be lighted up in our bosoms
and glow with unextinguishable fervour forever.

Which report was unanimously concurred in b
this Grand Chapter, and the Grand SecretarZ ré-
quested to forward a copy thereof to Most Ex. Com-
panion Thaddeus Sanford, delegate and rePresent-
ative of this Grand Chapter, to’ be |aid before the
General Grand Chapter of the United States, at
their septennial meeting, to be holden at New York,
ou the first Thursday 0f September next: and also
one copy to Monroe Chapter.

. On motion of Comp. Henry_Strause, representa-
tive of Cyrus Chapter, No. 6, Florence,

Resolved, That the application of said Chapter for a remis-
sion of its dues for the year ending June, 1825, in consequence
of its having expended Its funds in the erection of a Masonic
Hail in the town of Florence, be acceded to by this Grand
Chapter.

On motion,

Resolved, That the proceedings of this Grand Chapter be
printed, under the direction of the Grand Secretary.

The following resolution was introduced—

Resolved, “That the third section of the 4th article of the
Constitution of this Grand Chapter be so altered as to strike
out all between the words jurisdiction and paying, and the fol-
lowing to be inserted in lieu thereof, “but in any event the
candidate shall not be balloted for within twelve hours after
his petition shall have been received by the Chapter.”

Which said resolution, pursuant to the 4th arti-
cle and 14th section of the said constitution, was
ordered o be spread upon the minutes of the Grand
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Chaﬁter, and lie over for its consideration until
the next annual meeting at Mobile.

The Grand _%Cha(}fter Was tEen aﬁjourned until to-
morrow mornihg, at 8 o’clock, A._M.
Wm.D. Stone, Grand Secretary.

Tuscaloosa Masonic Hall, ?

Saturday Evening, June 24, 1826.
eTnlt1e Grand Chapter met pursuant to adjourn-

present:

M. E. Nimrod E. Benson, G. H. P.
D. MFarlane, G. K, p. t.
Seth Barton, G. S, p. t.
Wm. D. Stone, Grand Secretary.
E. W. Thompson, G. Treasurer.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Comps. Wiser, Snow, Kennon, Piace, Perry.

The Grand Secretary ackno_vvled%es the foIIowing
sums of money, received during the present meef-

m

Ing.
From Tuscaloosa Chapter, No.l $42 00
“  Cyrus Chapter, No.6 3800
“ Comp. J. B. Hogan, lateG. Secy AT 75
Total amount $127 75

Nothing further appearing before this Grand
Chapter, it was closed with the usual solemnities.
Wm. 1), Stone, Grand Secretary.
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MEMORANDA.

At the Convocation of the General Grand Chapter in 1826,
it being pronounced illegal, the Grand Chapter disbanded, but
was reorganized in June 1827, under the authority of the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter.

Grand Secretary.



