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Proceedings of the T h ird  A n n u a l Convocation of
the Grand R oya l A rch  Chapter of the S ta te  of 

A labam a, H eld  in  the C ity of Mobile, 
Ja n u a ry , 1820.

M o b il e  M a s o n ic  H a l l , Monday, 2d January, 1 8 2 6 1
A. L. 5826, II. A. M. 2356.}

Pursuant to the first section of the 2nd Article 
of the Constitution of the Grand Royal Arch Chap­
ter of the State of Alabama, the following Compan­
ions convened at the Masonic H all, in the City of 
Mobile, on Monday, the 2nd day of January, 1826, v iz :

M ost Ex. Comp. J ohn  E lliott, D. G. H. P.
H. P. B e n h a m , H. P. M obile Chap. No. 3. 
H. V. C h a m b e r l a in , K. Mobile Chap. No. 3 

“ T. Sanford , P. H. P. Mobile Chap. No. 3.
W m . D. Sto n e , G rand  Secretary.

There being but one Chapter represented, an ad­
journment took place until W ednesday morning, 11 
o’clock, the 4th inst., when the same Companions, 
and Most Excellent Companion, A. M’Bryde, Scribe 
of W ashington Chapter, No. 7, Montgomery, and 
proxy of Eunomia Chapter, No. 5, Huntsviile, be­
ing present, it  was determined to open a Grand 
Chapter.

Whereupon Most Ex. Comp. John Elliott, D. G. 
H. P. took the chair, and appointed: Ex. Comp.
H. V. Chamberlain, K. Mobile Chapter, No. 3, G. 
K., p. t . ; Ex. Comp. A. M’Bryde, P. H. P. W ashing­
ton Chapter, No. 7, G. S., p. t . ; Ex. Comp. IT. P.
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Benliam, H. P. Mobile Chapter, No. 3, G. M., p. t . ; 
Ex. Comp. Thaddeus Sanford, P. H. P. Mobile 
Chapter, No. 3, G. T., p. t.

The following Companions were permitted, by 
resolution, to take a seat in the Grand Chapter dur­
ing the session, v iz : Chester Root, W illiam  M’Cul- 
ler, J. W isw all and Seaborne Travis.

A Grand Royal Arch Chapter was then opened in  
due and ancient form.

The proceedings adopted at the two preceding 
convocations held at Tuscaloosa in June, and at 
Mobile, in January, 1825, were then read by the 
Grand Secretary.

On motion, it was resolved to appoint the follow­
ing committees, to consist of three members, viz : on 
Credentials and Returns— On Accounts— On Com­
munications— On By-Laws. When the I >. G. H. P. 
made the following appointm ents:

(  Comp. A. M’Bryde,
H. P. Benliam,
H. V. C ham berlain, 
H. V. Cham berlain,
A. M’Bryde, 
f f n .  D. Stone.
A. M’Bryde,
H. V. Cham berlain, 
H . P. Benham.
A. M’Bryde,
Wm. D. Stone,
H. V. C ham berlain.

The Grand Chapter then adjourned until Friday  
evening, at early candle-light.

W m . D . S t o n e , Grand Secretary.

O n  C r e d e n t i a l s  a n d  R e t u r n s : —  J

O n  A ccounts :—

O n  Co m m u n ic a t io n s  :—

I
/

O n  B y -L a w s  :—
I



1826.] GRAND C H A PTER  OF ALABAMA. 77
M o b il e  M a s o n ic  H a l l , Friday Evening, \ 

6th Jan. 1 8 2 6 It. A. M. 2356j 
The Grand Chapter met pursuant to adjourn­

ment; present all the members as on Wednesday. 
The committee on Credentials and Returns made 

the following report ; which was concurred in by 
the Grand Chapter.

G r a n d  R o y a l  A b c h  C h a p t e r , M o b i l e , Jan u a ry  5, A . L. 5 8 2 6 .
T he com m ittee to  whom w as referred  th e  C redentials and 

R etu rns of the  several R . A. C hapters under th is  ju risd iction , 
beg leave to  report, th a t Eunom ia C hapter, No. 5 , is duly rep­
resented by Comp. A. M’Bryde, th e ir  au thorized  proxy. T h a t
they have exam ined the  re tu rn s  of said  Eunom ia C hapter, No.
5 , an d  find them  according to the  Book of C onstitutions, regu lar 
and masonic. The exhib it of dues to  th e  G rand C hapter, from  
Eunom ia C hapter, am ounting to  seventy-four do lla rs  and  fifty 
cents.—And fu rth er, th a t  they have exam ined the  re tu rn s  of 
W ashington C hapter, No. 7, held a t  M ontgomery, and find them  
in like m anner reg u la r and correct—the exhib it of dues to  the  
G rand C hapter, from  W ashington C hapter, am ounting to eleven 
dollars.

All of w hich is respectfu lly  subm itted,
A . M ’B r y d e , ^
H. V. C h a m b e r l a i n , V Committee. 
H. P .  B e n  h a m , j

An account of Mr. J. W. Townsend, for printing, 
amounting to forty dollars, together with other un­
settled accounts of this Grand Chapter, were re­
ceived and referred to the committee on accounts. 

On motion,
Resolved, T h a t a com m ittee be appointed fo r the  purpose of 

addressing the  G eneral G rand C hapter of th e  U nited S tates, on
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th e  ex isting  differences between th e  M onroe and C ahaw ba C hap­
ters, and th is  G rand  C hapter.

When Most Ex. Comp, the D. G. H. P., John E l­
liott, Ex. Comp. H. V. Chamberlain, Ex. Comp. H. 
P. Benham Ex. Comp. A. M’Bryde, and Ex. Comp. 
Win. D. Stone, were appointed said committee.

On motion,
R esolved , T h a t th is  G rand  C hapter do now ad jo u rn  u n til to ­

m orrow evening, a t  ea rly  candle-light.
W m . D. S t o n e ,  Grand Secretary.

M o b il e  M a s o n ic  H a l l , Saturday Evening, ) 
7th, January 1826, R. A. M. 2356.}

The Grand Chapter met pursuant to adjourn­
ment, present all the members as on yesterday even­
ing.

The Grand Chapter being called to labour, on 
motion,

Resolved, T h a t Com panions S ilas Dinsm ore, Joseph King, and 
Usal Ogden, be ad m itted  as v isiting  members, du ring  th e  pres­
en t session.

The committee to whom was referred the Creden­
tials and Returns of Mobile Chapter, No. 3, made 
the following report, which was concurred in by the 
Grand Chapter, viz:

T he com m ittee of th e  G rand R oyal Arch C hapter of th e  S ta te  
of Alabam a, to  whom w as refe rred  the  re tu rn s  of th e  several 
C hap te rs  under th is  jurisd iction , beg leave to  report:

T h a t they have received and exam ined th e  re tu rn s  of the  
R. A. C hapter, No. 3, held in th e  city  of Mobile, and find the
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sam e reg u la r and  m asonic—And fu rther, th a t  th e re  appears to 
be due to  th e  G rand C hapter aforesaid , from  said  C hapter, No. 
3, th e  sum of th ir ty  do llars and  tw enty-nine cents—And also, 
th a t  they have received and exam ined th e  re tu rn s  of Cyrus
Chapter, No. 6, held a t  Florence, in the  county of L auderdale,
m ade up to 16th Ju ne  last, and find the  sam e out of form , but 
correct in o ther respects—and fu rth er, th a t  there  appears to  be 
due to  th e  G rand C hapter aforesaid, from  said  C hapter, No. 6, 
the  sum of th irty -fo u r dollars, up to  th a t  time.

All of w hich is m ost respectfully  subm itted,
A. M ’B ryde,
H. V. C h a m b e r l a in , V. Committee.
H. P. B e n h a m , j

The commit tee on Communications and Returns 
to this Grand Chapter, made the following report, 
which was concurred in by the Grand Chapter, v iz :

Grand  R oyal A rc h  C h a pt e r  of t h e  State  of A la b a m a ,
M o bile , Jan u a ry , 1826.

T he com m ittee on C om m unications and R eturns, to  th is  
G rand C hapter, beg leave to  report, th a t  they  have duly con­
sidered the  resolution and m em orial of th e  G rand  Royal Arch 
C hapter of the  S ta te  of K entucky, having for its object “the 
dissolution of the  General G rand R oyal Arch C hapter of the  
U nited S tates,” fo r reasons there in  set fo rth , and a re  of opin­
ion th a t  the general princip les recognized and set fo rth  in said 
com m unication a re  in accordance w ith  our view s of the  ob­
jec ts  of th e  institu tion , and highly cred itable to  th e  source from  
whence they em anated ; b u t we a re  of opinion th a t  th e  General 
G rand Royal A rch C hapte r ought not to be dissolved fo r the  
following reasons, viz:

1st. T h a t all well regu la ted  societies m ust have a  suprem e 
head, to  whom they  can appeal in case of difference, and we 
consider th e  said General G rand Royal A rch C hapter of the  
United S tates, well constitu ted  for th is  purpose.

2nd. T h a t the  General G rand Royal Arch C hapter of the 
U nited S tates, has, an d  of rig h t ought to have, the  pow er to
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estab lish  a  uniform  system  of governm ent, and work, th rou g h ­
ou t th e  different S ta te  G rand  C hapters, w hereby no em barrass­
m ent w ill occur to a v isiting  com panion in a  s tran ge land.

F o r these an d  other  reasons w hich m ight he urged, your 
com m ittee a re  of opinion, th a t  th e  said  G eneral G rand  R oyal 
A rch C hapter of the  U n ited  S tates, ought no t to  be dissolved.

R espectfully  subm itted,
A. M ’B ryde,
H. V. C h a m b e r l a in ,
H. P. B e n h a m ,

Committee.
On motion of Comp. M’Bryde, proxy of Eunomia 

Chapter, No. 5, of H untsville, the following reso­
lution was offered:

T h a t the  dues from  said C hapter, in consequence of its  hav­
ing expended its  funds, in th e  erection of a M asonic H a ll in 
the  tow n of H untsv ille, be rem itted.

The question being put by the D. G. H. P., it was 
decided in the negative hv the Grand Chapter.

The Grand Secretary reported, that he had at­
tended to- the several duties assigned him by the 
Grand Chapter, at the last annual convocation at 
Mobile, v iz :

H aving th e  proceedings of th is  G rand  C hapter, held a t T us­
caloosa, in June, and  a t  Mobile, in Jan u a ry , 1825, p rin ted  and 
forw arded  to  th e  several G rand Officers an d  subordinate Chap­
te rs  th roughout th is  S tate , as  well as  th e  several S ta te  G rand 
C h a p te rs ; as  also certa in  resolutions adopted a t  th e  2nd annual 
Convocation of th e  G rand  C hapter, held a t Mobile, in J a n u a ry  
last, re lativ e to  the  differences ex isting  betw een th e  C ahaba and 
M onroe C hapters, and th is  G rand C hapter, and its  subordinate 
C hapters, w hich said  resolutions and  proceedings he forw arded  
to  th e  sa id  C ahaba and  M onroe C hapters, from  w hich C hapters 
no reply or com m unications have been received.



On motion,
Resolved, T h a t th is  G rand  C hapter do now ad journ  un til 

Monday evening next, a t  early  candle-light.
Wm. D. S t o n e , Grand Secretary.
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M o b il e  M a s o n ic  H a l l , Monday Evening, \ 
9th January, 1826, 11. A. M. 2356. \

The Grand Chapter met pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

There not being members sufficient to open, the 
adjournment was continued until to-morrow even­
ing at three o’clock, P. M.

Wm. D. S t o n e ,  Grand Secretary.

M o b i l e  M a s o n ic  H a l l , Tuesday, \ 
10th Jan. 1826, R. A. M. 2356. J

The Grand Chapter met pursuant to adjourn­
ment— present the officers and members as on Sat­
urday last.

The Grand Chapter was called from adjourn­
ment to labor.

On motion,
Resolved, T h a t Com panions A. Pfister and Honsm an, be ad ­

m itted  as  v isiting  m em bers during  the  presen t session.
On motion of Most Ex. Comp. A. M’Bryde, proxy 

of Eunomia Chapter, No. 5, held at Huntsville, the 
follow ing resolution was introduced:
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“T h a t the  2nd Article, 1st Section of the  C onstitu tion  for the  

governm ent of th e  . G rand C hapter of th e  S ta te  of Alabam a, 
w hich provides th a t  the  G rand  C hapter shall be holden on the 
first M onday of Jan u a ry , annually , a t  the  M asonic H all, in 
the  city  of Mobile, and th ird  M onday in June, a t  Tuscaloosa, 
fo r the  purpose of tran sac tin g  business, be so alte red  and 
am ended, as to read, th a t  the  G rand C hapter of th e  S ta te  of 
Alabam a, shall s it an nually  a t  th e  sea t of Government, th a t  
th e  first session thereof, a f te r  the  adoption of th is  am endm ent, 
shall be holden a t  th e  tow n of Tuscaloosa, on th e  first Monday 
of December, 1827, and on the  first M onday in Decem ber in 
each and  every y ear thereafter.

W hich said resolution, pursuant to the IV  A rti­
cle, Sec. 14, of the said Constitution, was ordered 
to be spread on the minutes of this Grand Chapter, 
and to lie over for its consideration until the next 
annual session of the Grand Chapter at Mobile. 

On motion,
R esolved , T h a t th e  G rand Secretary, be allowed tw enty  dol­

la rs  for his services du ring  the  preceding year.
On motion,

Resolved, T h a t Companion T. Sanford , be added to  th e  com­
m ittee, appointed to  address the  G eneral G rand  Royal Arch 
C hapter of the  U nited States, upon ex isting  differences between 
th e  M onroe and C ahaba C hapters, and  th is  G rand C hapter.

On motion,
R esolved , T h a t the  de fau lting  C hapters a re  required to  fo r­

w ard  th e ir  dues to the  G rand  Secretary, on or before th e  first 
M onday of Ju ne  next, and th a t the  G rand  S ecre tary  be re­
qu ired  to  address them  on th a t  subject.

On motion of Companion M'Brvde, proxy of Eu- 
nomia Chapter, No. 5, H untsville, the following res­
olution was offered:
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T h a t no subordinate C hapter, under the  ju risd ic tion  of th is  

G rand C hapter, shall be au thorized  to ex a lt any b ro ther to  the  
sublime degree of a  Royal Arch M ason, who has not a tta in ed  
the  age of twenty-five years.

The question being put by the I). G. H. P. it was 
decided in the negative by the Grand Chapter. 

The committee on accounts made the following 
report, v iz :

T he com m ittee on accounts to  whom w as refe rred  th e  several 
unsettled  accounts of th is  G rand C hapter, beg leave to  r e p o r t : 

T h a t they have exam ined th e  account of Mr. J . W. Townsend, 
fo r prin ting , am ounting to  fo rty  dollars, and find it  co rrec t; 
th a t  they have exam ined th e  account of Comp. C harles Steele, 
for guard ing  th is  G rand  C hapter, am ounting to twenty-one dol­
lars, an d  find it  c o rre c t; th a t  they have exam ined th e  account of 
Comp. A. M’Bryde, rep resen ta tive  of W ashington C hapter, No. 
7, M ontgomery, for trave ling  expenses, and attendan ce  upon 
th is  G rand C hapte r th e  p resen t meeting, am ounting to  th irty - 
four dollars, and find it c o rre c t; th a t they  have exam ined the  
accounts of Comp. John  H. Vincent, la te  G rand T reasurer, and 
find th a t  he has paid  over to Comp. H enry A. Snow, of T usca­
loosa, G rand T reasurer, the  sum of ninety-one dollars, w hich 
was th e  balance in  his hands due to  th is  G rand C h a p te r ; th a t  
they have exam ined the  accounts of Comp. Jno. B. Hogan, la te  
G rand Secretary, and find them  correct, an d  th a t  th e re  is a 
balance due from  him  to  th is  G rand  C hapter, am ounting to 
forty-seven dollars, seventy-five c e n ts ; and th a t they  have ex­
am ined the  account cu rren t of Comp. W illiam  D. Stone, G rand 
Secretary, and find it correct, and th a t there  is a  balance in 
his hands, am ounting to sixteen dollars, due to th is  G rand 
C hapter.

M obile  Mason ic  H a l l , Jan u a ry , 1826, A. L. 5826.

A. M ’B byde , ,
W m . D . Sto n e ,
H . V. C h a m b ek l a in ,



Which report was concurred in, and the several 
amounts due from this Grand Chapter ordered to 
be paid.

On motion,
Resolved, T h a t th is  G rand  C hapter do now go into an  elec­

tion fo r G rand Officers fo r the  ensuing year.
Whereupon the following Companions were de­

clared duly elected, v iz :
M. E. C. N im ro d ,. E. B en so n , of M ontgomery, G. H. P.

“ J o h n  E llio tt , o f Mobile, D. G. H. P.
“ H arry  I. T h o rn to n , of H untsville, G. K.
“ T h a d d eu s  Sanford , of Mobile, G. Scribe.
“ A. M ’B ryde, of M ontgomery, G. T reasurer.
“  W m . D. Sto n e , of Mobile, G rand Secretary.
“ Sa m u e l  H. Garrow , o f Mobile, i,, ,, ,, „ , G. M arshals.B. B. F o n t a i n e ,  of Tuscaloosa, ^
“ C h a s . Steele , of Mobile, G. Tyler.

On motion,
Resolved, T h a t th is  G rand C hapter do now go into th e  in s ta l­

lation  of the  G rand Officers, elect, fo r the ensuing year—
Whereupon the Most Ex. John E lliott, 1). G. II. 

P. of the Grand Chapter of the State of Alabama, 
installed by proxy— the Most Ex. Nimrod E. Ben­
son, G. H. P. of said Grand Chapter; Most Ex. H. 
P. Benham, H. P. Mobile Chapter, No. 3, then in ­
stalled the Most Ex. John E lliott, Dep. Grand High  
Priest, of said Grand Chapter.— The I). G. H. P. 
Most Ex. John E lliott, then installed by proxy, 
Comp. Harry I. Thornton, of H untsville, Grand 
King— by proxy, Most Ex. Comp. T. Sanford, of 
Mobile, Grand Scribe— Ex. Comp. A. M’Bryde, of 
Montgomery, Grand Treasurer— Ex. < Van p. Wm. 
I). Stone, of Mobile, as Grand Secretary— by proxy

84 PROCEED IN GS OP T H E  [Jan uary ,
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Companions Samuel H. G arrow, of Mobile, and B.
B. Fontaine, of Tuscaloosa, Grand Marshals—- 
Companion Chas. Steele, as Grand Tyler.

On motion,
Resolved, T h a t th e  foregoing proceedings of th is  G rand Chap- 

ter, be prin ted , under the  d irection  of the  D. G. H. P. and G rand 
Secretary.

Nothing further appearing before the Grand 
Chapter of the State of Alabama, the foregoing pro­
ceedings were read and approved. This said Grand 
Chapter was then closed, with the usual solemni­
ties.

Wm. D. S t o n e , Gbaud Secretary.
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The fo llow ing is a lis t of Chapters under the ju r is ­
d iction o f the  G rand Chapter of A labama.

TUSCALOOSA C H A PTER, No. 1—No re tu rn  received.

M OBILE C H A PTER, No. 3.
M eets in Mobile on th e  first M onday in each Month.

M. E. H enry  P. Benham , H. P. E. H enry  V. C ham berlain, K. 
E. Thad. Sanford, Scribe.

EUNOM IA C H A PTER , No. 5.
Meets in H untsv ille  on the  first S a tu rd ay  in each Month.

M. E. H a rry  I. Thornton, H igh P riest. E. Jno. M artin , King. 
E. W illiam  Feeney, Scribe.

CYRUS C HAPTER, No. 6.
H eld a t  Florence, in th e  county of L auderdale  on th e  th ird  

T hursday  of each Month.
M. E. J. II. W eakley, H. P riest. E. Alex. H. Hood. King. 

E. Thom as W est, Scribe.

W ASHINGTON C HAPTER, No. 7.
Held a t  M ontgomery on th e  first S a tu rd ay  of each Month.

M. E. N im rod E. Benson, H. P riest. E. C. B illingslea, King. 
E. A. M’B ryde, Scribe.

The following Chapters paid up their contribu­
tions for the preceding year:

Mobile C hapter, No. 3--------------------------------$30 20
W ashington C hapter. No. 7_________________ 11 00

$41 20

N. B. A ll communications intended for the 
Grand Chapter of Alabama, addressed to W illiam  
D. Stone, Mobile, Alabama.
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PROCEEDINGS, &c.

A t a Grand Annual Convocation* of the Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Alabama, be­
gan and held at the Masonic H all, in the town of 
Tuscaloosa, on tin1 19th dav of -Tune, A. D. 1826, A. 
L. 5826.

P R E S E N T :

M. E. N im rod  E. B e n so n , G rand H igh Priest.
D itgald M ’F a rla n e , P. G. H. & G. K., p. t.
J o h n  B . H o gan , P. G. Sec’y & G. S., p. t.
W m . D. Sto n e , G. Sec’y. & R epresen ta tive o f Mo­

bile C hapter No. 3, an d  of M. Ex. John  E llio tt,
D. G. H. P.

E x . Comp. H en r y  S ir a  u s e ,  R epresen ta tive o f Cyrus C hapter, 
No. 6, G. T reasu rer, p. t.

H en r y  A. S n o w , P. G. T reasurer.
E d w . W. T h o m p so n , R epresen ta tive of W ashington 

C hapter, No. 7, M ontgomery, & of M. E. A 
M’Bryde, G rand  T reasu rer.

Z. B. Sn o w , Sec’y of Tuscaloosa C hapter, No. 1.
J . B. P a s s , of F ran k lin  C hapter, No. 5, Eatonton, 

Ga.
G. W. Cr a in , of Tuscaloosa C hapter, No. 1.
S m it h  W il l ia m s , G rand Tyler, p. t.

The Grand Secretary having examined the sev­
eral credentials presented by the above named dele­
gates, reported that they were each and every one 
entitled to a seat in the Grand Chapter, and there 
being a sufficient number of Chapters represented, 
it was determined to open a Grand Royal Arch Chapter.
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Whereupon the Most Ex. Dugald M'Farlane, P. 
G. H. P. took the chair, and opened the Grand 
Chapter in due and ancient form.

The proceedings of the previous meeting, held at 
Mobile, on the first Monday of January, A. D. 1826, 
was then read by the Grand Secretary.

On motion,
Resolved, T h a t M ost Ex. N im rod E. Benson, G. H. P. be in­

sta lled  in person.
Whereupon the Most Ex. Dugald M’Farlane, P.

G. IT. P. duly installed Most Ex. N. E. Benson, G
H. P. with the usual solemnities.

On motion, it  was resolved to appoint the follow ­
ing committees, v iz :

.On Cred en tia ls  and  R e t u r n s :— W m. D. Stone, B. B. Fon­
taine. D. M’F arlane.

O n  Ac c o u n t s-— E . W . Thompson, IT. A. Snow, H enry  S trause  
O n  Co m m u n ic a t io n s  :—Jo h n  B. Hogan, Geo. W. C rain, Wm.

D. Stone.
On By-Laws :—H enry  S trause, E. W. Thompson, G. W. C ra in
The Grand Secretary reported that he had re­

ceived a communication from Monroe Chapter, 
with a remonstrance from said Chapter to the Gen­
eral Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United  
States, which was read, and on motion referred to 
a select committee, consisting of Companions J. B. 
Hogan, Wm. D. Stone, and D. M’Farlane.

On motion.
Resolved, T h a t th e  presiding officer, th e  m ost Ex. N im rod

E. Benson, be added to  said committee.
On motion.
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Resolved, T h a t th e  following com panions be adm itted  as  vis­

iting  m em bers during  th e  p resen t sessio n : Vis: Comp. G. W. 
C rain, Z. B. Snow, J. B. Pass, Wm. P. Gould an d  H enry A. 
Snow.

The meeting then adjourned until to-morrow 
evening, at early candle-light. 

Wm. I). S t o n e ,  Grand Secretary. - 

M a s o n i c  H a l l ,  T u s c a l o o s a ,  1 
Tuesday Evening, June 20, 1826. { 

The Grand Chapter met agreeable to adjourn-

M. E. N. E. B e n s o n ,  G. H. P.
D. M ’F a r l a n e ,  P. G. H. P. & G. K., p. t.

S e t h  B a r t o n ,  H. P. Tuscaloosa C hapter, No. 1, 
G. S. p. t.

W m . D. S t o n e ,  G. Secretary.
Ex. Comp. E. W. T h o m p s o n ,  G. T reasu rer, p. t.

The committee on By-Laws made the following  
report

T u s c a l o o s a  M a s o n i c  H a l l ,  Ju n e  1826, A. L. 5826.
T he com m ittee on By-Laws, to whom th e  sam e w as refe rred  

beg leave to report, th a t  they have had th e  sam e under con­

ment.
p r e s e n t :

S. S. W i l l i a m s o n ,  G. T., p .  t.
V ISIT IN G  COM PANIONS.

G. AV. C rain, J. B. Pass, and others.
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sideration  an d  find noth ing to require  th e ir  a tten tion  or any 
a lte ra tio ns  necessary to  be made.

W hich is respectfully  subm itted.
H en r y  Str a u se , j
E. W. T h o m p so n , ( Committee.
G. W. C r a in ,  \

The committee on credentials and returns made
the following report:—

T uscaloosa  M a so n ic  H a l l , Tuesday Evening.
Ju ne  20, 1826—A. L. 5826.

The com m ittee to  whom w as refe rred  the  credentia ls and 
re tu rn s  of the  several subordinate C hapters under th e  ju r is ­
d iction  of th is  G rand  C hapter, beg leave to  report th a t  they 
have received and  exam ined th e  creden tia ls  an d  re tu rn s  of 
T uscaloosa C hapte r No. 1, an d  find them  according to  th e  
Book of C onstitutions, regu lar and Masonic. T he exhib it of 
dues from  said  C hapter to th is  G rand C hapter from  14th of 
June, 1824, to  12th June, 1826, am ounting to  forty-tw o dollars.

T h a t they had  received an d  exam ined th e  credentials and 
re tu rn s  of C yrus C hapter, No. 6, held a t  the  tow n of Florence, 
an d  find them  according to  th e  Book of C onstitutions, regu la r 
and  M asonic. Y our Com m ittee is satisfied th a t  Ex. Comp. 
H enry  S trau se  is th e  regu la r delegate of sa id  C hapter, and 
th e  am ount of dues from  it  to  th is  G rand C hapter to  be seventy- 
two dollars.

T h a t they have received and  exam ined th e  credentials of 
Mobile C hapter, No. 3, and your com m ittee is satisfied th a t  
M ost Ex. Comp. Wm. D. Stone is the  reg u la r delegate and rep­
resen ta tive  of sa id  C hapter, an d  also th e  regu la r delegate and 
rep resen ta tive  of Most Ex. Comp. Joh n  E llio tt, of Mobile,
D. G. H. P.

And th a t  they have received an d  exam ined the  credentia ls of 
W ashington C hapter, No. 7, M ontgomery, and your com m ittee 
is satisfied th a t  Comp. Edw ard W. Thom pson is th e  reg u la r 
delegate an d  rep resen ta tive  of said C hapter, an d  also the
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regu la r delegate and rep resen ta tive  of M ost Ex. Comp. A. 
M’Bryde, G rand T reasu re r of th is  G rand C hapter.

All of w hich is m ost respectfu lly  subm itted.
W m . D. Sto n e , .
D . M ’F a rla n e , (. Committee.
B. B. F o n t a in e , )

W hich report was concurred in by the Grand 
Chapter. 

On motion,
R esolved , T h a t Comp. Seth B arton  be added to  the  select 

com m ittee on the  com m unication and rem onstrance to  th e  Gen­
era l G rand  C hapter of th e  U nited S tates from  th e  Monroe 
C hapter.

On motion,
Resolved, T h a t fifty copies of the C onstitu tion  of th is  G rand 

C hapter be p rin ted  under the direction of the  G rand  Secretary, 
an d  th a t  each C hapter be fu rn ished  w ith  th ree  copies, and 
each G rand Officer w ith  one.

The Grand Chapter then adjourned until to­
morrow evening, at early candle-light. 

W m . I ) .  S t o n e , Grand Secretary.
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M a s o n i c  H a l l ,  T u s c a l o o s a ,  \ 
W ednesday Evening, June 21, 1826. \ 

The Grand Chapter met agreeable to adjourn­
ment.

p r e s e n t :
M. E. N imrod  E. B e n so n , G. H. P.

D. M ’F a rla n e , P. G. H. P., G. K., p. t.
J o h n  B . H ogan , G. Scribe, p. t.
E. W. T h o m p so n , G rand  T reasurer, p. t.
W m . D. Stone, G rand Secretary.
B. B. F o n t a in e , G rand  M arshal.
R ev. W m . M. C u r t is , G rand C haplain, p. t.

Ex. Comps. S e t h  B arton ,
H en ry  Str a u se ,
J. M u rp h y ,
G eo . W . C r a in .

The Grand Chapter was called from adjourn­
ment to labor, and an im pressive prayer delivered 
by the Rev. Mr. Cnrtis, G. C.,' p. t. 

The committee on credentials and returns report:
T h a t they have received an d  exam ined th e  creden tials of Eu- 

nom ia C hapter, No. 5, H untsv ille, an d  is satisfied th a t  Ex. 
Comp. B. B. F on ta ine  is  the  reg u la r delegate and rep resen ta tive 
of said  C hapter.

Which report was unanimously concurred in. 
On motion of Comp. B. B. Fontaine, proxy of 

Eunomia C h a p t e r ,  No. 5, H untsville, the following 
resolution was introduced:

“T h a t th e  4 th  a rtic le  and 3rd  section of th e  C onstitution 
of the  G rand C hapter of the  S ta te  of A labam a, w hich pro­
vides th a t  fo r the Degree of M ark M aster, w h ether in C hapter 
or Lodge, no t less th a n  tw enty  do llars to  be paid  into th e  tre a s ­
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ury  thereof, be so alte red  th a t  the  degree of M ark M aster m ay 
be conferred fo r ten, and th a t  of Royal Arch fo r tw en ty  dol­
lars .”

Which said resolution, pursuant to the 4-tli arti­
cle and 14th section of the said constitution was 
ordered to he spread upon the minutes of this Grand 
Chapter, and lie'over for its consideration until the 
next annual session of the Grand Chapter, at Mo­
bile. 

On motion,
Resolved, T h a t our Rev. Companion, Wm. M. C urtis, be re ­

quested to  a ttend  our m eetings during th e  present session of 
th is  G rand C hapter, and officiate a s 'G ra n d  Chaplain, p. t.

On motion,
Resolved, T h a t all R oyal Arch Masons now in th is  town, who 

a re  of reg u la r standing, be perm itted  to  tak e  seats in th is  
G rand  C hapte r during  the  presen t session.

The following preamble and resolution was of­
fered by Comp. Seth Barton :

W h e r e a s  a  difference of opinion has ex isted  a s  to  the  mode 
of conferring  th e  degree of P a s t  M aster in some of th e  sub­
ord ina te  C hapters, and w hereas th is  G rand  C hapter deems it 
advisable, in order to establish  an  uniform ity  and correctness 
of w orking to express its  opinion upon th e  subject.

B e it  therefore Resolved, T h a t in th e  opinion of th is  G rand 
C hapter, the  degree of P a s t  M aster can only be conferred  in  a 
regu la r Lodge o r Convocation of P a s t  M asters, duly assem bled 
and em powered to w ork in th a t  degree; and th a t th is  G rand 
C hapter will h e reafte r consider the  conferring  said  degree 
in any o ther m anner as  unm asonic, ag ainst ancien t usage, 
and there fo re  irregular.

Which preamble and resolution was concurred in 
by the Grand Chapter.
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The Grand Chapter was then adjourned until to­
morrow evening, 4 o’clock P. M.

Wm. I). S t o n e , Grand Secretary.

T u s c a l o o s a  M a s o n ic  H a l l ,  Thursday Evening, {
June 22, 1826. j

The Grand Chapter met pursuant to adjourn­
ment.

There not being sufficient number of members 
present, the adjournment was continued until to­
morrow evening, at early candle-light.

W m . I ) .  S t o n e ,  Grand Secretary.

T u s c a l o o s a  M a s o n ic  H a l l ,  Friday Evening, )
June 23,1826. j

The Grand Chapter met agreeable to adjourn­
ment.

P K E S E N T :

M. E. N im rod  E. B en so n ., G. H. P.
D. M ’F a r la n e , P. G. H. P., G. K., p. t.
J o h n  B. H ogan, G. S., p. t.
W m . D. Sto n e , G rand  Secretary.
E. W. T h o m so n , G. T reasu rer, p. t.
B. B. F o n t a in e , G. M arshal.

Ex. Comp. S. S. W il l ia m s o n , G. T., p. t.
S. L. P erry ,
Se t h  B arton ,
 D r is h . ,

On motion,
Resolved, T h a t th e  M ost Ex. Comp. T. Sandford, G rand 

Scribe of th is  G rand C hap te r be appointed delegate to  repre­
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sen t th is  G rand C hapte r in the  G eneral G rand  C hapter of the 
U nited States, a t  th e  septennial meeting, to  be holden a t  the  
C ity of New York, on the  first T hursday  in  Septem ber n e x t ; 
an d  th a t  th e  G rand  Secretary  no tify  him  of h is appointm ent.

The committee 011 accounts made the following  
report, v iz :

T uscaloosa  Ma so n ic  H a l l ,
Ju n e  23, 1826—A. L. 5826.

The com m ittee on accounts, to whom th e  sam e w as referred, 
beg leave to  report as  follows :

T h a t they  have received and exam ined th e  following ac­
counts, and find them  correct, v iz: An account of M ost Ex. 
N im rod E. Benson, G rand  H igh P riest, fo r trave ling  expenses 
and attendan ce  on th is  G rand  C hapter during  th e  p resen t m eet­
ing, am ounting to  tw enty-tw o dollars.
. Ah account of Companion E dw ard  W. Thompson, proxy of 

W ashington C hapter No. 7, M ontgomery, fo r trave ling  expenses 
and attendance as  aforesaid, am ounting to  tw enty-tw o dollars.

An account of Comp. Wm. D. Stone, G rand  Secretary, for 
trave ling  expenses and a ttendance a s  aforesaid, am ounting to 
th irty -tw o dollars.

An account of Comp. H enry  S trause, proxy of C yrus Chap­
ter, No. 6, Florence, fo r trave ling  expenses and attendan ce  as  
aforesaid , am ounting to  tw enty-tw o dollars, and an  account of 
Comp. Sm ith S. W illiam son, a s  G rand Tyler, p. t., fo r services, 
&c., as aforesaid , fo r s ix teen dollars, 6 1-4 cents.

All of w hich is m ost respectfully  subm itted,
E. W. T h o m p so n , |
H en ry  Str a u se , \ Committee.

Which report was unanimously concurred in, and 
the several amounts ordered to be paid.

The committee to whom was referred the com­
munication and remonstrance of Monroe Chapter 
to the General Grand Chapter of the United States, 

4 B
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upon the subject of differences existing between 
said Monroe Chapter and this Grand Chapter, beg 
leave to make the following report:

T he special committee, to whom w as referred  th e  rem on­
s trance  of M onroe C hapter, addressed to  th e  G eneral G rand 
C hapte r of th e  U nited S ta tes  and fo rw arded  to  th e  G rand 
S ecre tary  of th is  G rand C hapter, in pursuan ce of a  resolu­
tion of M onroe C hapter, have had  th e  sam e under considera­
tion  and respectfu lly  subm it th e  following

r e p o r t :

T h a t on the  1st of Jan u a ry , 1822, th e re  ex isted  in th e  S ta te  
of A labam a two C hapters, constitu ted  by a  w a rra n t of Consti­
tu tio n  from  th e  G eneral G rand H igh P rie s t of th e  G eneral 
G rand  C hapter of the  U nited S tates. These w ere Tuscaloosa 
C hapter, No. 1, and A labam a C hapter. No. 2. By the  sam e au ­
thority , Mobile C hapte r w as constitu ted  on th e  22d of M arch, 
1822, and Monroe C hapter ( a t  Claiborne, A la.) w as organized 
some tim e in th e  w in ter of 1822 and 1823. A short tim e pre­
vious to  the  ex pira tion  of the year  a f te r  th e  estab lishm ent of 
Mobile C hapter, to-w it: in F ebruary , 1822, resolutions were 
adopted (w itho u t any previous official concert w ith  each 
o ther) by Tuscaloosa and A labam a C hapters, fo r th e  purpose 
of concerting m easures p re lim inary  to th e  form ation  of a  S tate  
G rand C hapter for the S tate  of Alabam a, and Mobile C hapter 
shortly  a fte r  adopted s im ilar resolutions. E ach of th e  said  
C hapters fo rw arded  copies of th e ir  respective resolutions to  each 
o ther, and also to  M onroe C hapter. All concurred in the  gen­
e ra l design, though th e re  w as a  d iversity  of opinion as  to  the  
tim e and place of organizing th e  G rand C hapter. E ach  of the  
th ree  eldest C hapters proposed the  tow ns in w hich th e ir  C hap­
te rs  w ere respectively holden as  the  poin ts of m eeting. F inally , 
A labam a C hapter, an im ated  as we believe by a proper sp irit 
of accom m odation, proposed to Mobile C hapter, “th a t should  
a differen t tim e and place su it the convenience o f Mobile Chap­
ter , they requested the M obile C hapter to nam e it .” Accord­
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ingly, 011 the  10th of April, 1823, Mobile C hapte r adopted 
resolutions, proposing Mobile as the  place, and the  4 th  Monday 
of th a t  m onth as th e  tim e of meeting, an d  forw arded  copies 
of those resolutions to the o ther C hapters. On the  22d of April, 
Tuscaloosa C hapter passed resolutions concurring in the  resolu­
tions of Mobile C hapter, except a s  to the  tim e of m eeting, w hich 
Tuscaloosa C hapter a lte red  to th e  3rd M onday of th e  ensuing 
May, and forw arded  notice of the  sam e to  th e  o ther C hapters.

On the  19th day of May, (being the  3rd M onday), 1823, the 
following delegates assem bled in th e  M asonic H all, a t  the  City 
of Mobile, v iz : D ugald M cFarlane, H. P. of Tuscaloosa Chap­
te r, and Wm. A rm strong and John H. Vincent, delegates from  
said  C hapter, and Joh n  E llio tt, H. P. of Mobile C hapter, and 
John B. Hogan and H. V. C ham berlain, delegates from  Mobile 
C hapter. No delegates appeared e ith er from  A labam a or Mon­
roe C hapters. T he m eeting w as organized and ad journed  u n til 
n ex t day, fo r' th e  purpose of giving fu rth e r  tim e fo r th e  dele­
gates from  those C hapters to  arrive. On th e  20th of May, the 
said delegates again  assembled, and no delegate appearing 
from  e ith er A labam a or M onroe C hapters, th e  m eeting being 
wholly unapprized w h ether th e  fa ilu re  proceeded from  accident 
or otherw ise, A labam a C hapter having recorded and  published 
its assen t to th e  form ation  of a  S ta te  G rand  C hapter and never 
having w ith draw n  it, so f a r  as  th e  delegates from  the  o ther 
C hapters w ere informed, and having also consented th a t Mo­
bile C hapter should nam e the  tim e an d  p lace; w hich w as done 
and notice given said C hapters and the  o thers  of the  sa m e ; 
the  said delegates believed them selves em powered to  adopt, and 
did adopt accordingly, resolutions expressive, 1st, of th e ir  com­
petency to  form  a G rand  C hapter fo r th e  S ta te  of A labam a, and 
2nd, of th e ir  determ ination  th a t  the H igh P riests, K ings and 
Scribes of the  said  four C hapters should be m em bers of said 
C hapter, "provided th a t A labam a and Monroe Chapters should  
give their assent to the proceedings o f said delegates w ith in  a 
reasonable tim e.” A com m ittee w as accordingly appointed 
to  d ra f t  a  C onstitution. On the  21st of May, th e  com m ittee re­
ported  a  C onstitution, which, w ith  some am endm ents, was 
adopted.
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On the  22d of May, th e  sam e delegates assembled, and  pro­

ceeded to  elect th e  S ta te  G rand  Officers, and th e  following 
C om panions w ere duly elected, v iz : D ugald M cFarlane, H. P.
of Tuscaloosa C hapter, G. H. P., John  E llio tt. H. P. of Mobile 
C hapter, D. G. H. P., H ora tio  G. P erry , of A labam a C hapter, 
G. K., f fm , B. P atto n , H. P. of M onroe C hapter, G. S., John  B. 
Hogan, of Mobile, C hapter, G rand  Secretary, John H. Vincent, 
of Tuscaloosa C hapter, G. T reasurer, Wm. A rm strong, of T us­
caloosa C hapter, and II. V. C ham berlain, of Mobile C hapter, 
G rand  M arshals. On the  3d of June, nine or more  reg u la r Com­
panions R oyal Arch M asons assem bled in said  M asonic H all, 
w here th e  G rand  C hapter w as opened in ancien t form , an d  the  
G rand  Officers duly installed. Since w hich tim e th e  G rand 
C hapter of th e  S ta te  of A labam a has been an d  continues under 
efficient organization. I ts  proceedings have been approved of 
by th e  G eneral G rand H igh P r ie s t;  it  h as been in regular, sys­
tem atic  o p e ra tio n ; it has g ran ted  d ispensations and w a rran ts  
of constitu tion to several subord inate  C hap te rs  w ith in  th is  
ju risd ic tio n ; exercises a  contro lling superintendence over all 
th e  su rbord ina te  C hap te rs  of th is  S ta te  (A labam a and Monroe 
C hapters only excep ted), who, on th e ir  p a rts , recognize its  ju r ­
isdiction and subm it to its  a u th o r i ty ; and  all of w hich subordi­
n a te  C hapters have become an d  continue constituen t m embers 
of th e  G rand C hapter. These facts, ap pear to  th e  com m ittee to 
be all in any wise m a teria l to a  thorough understand ing  of the  
incidents grow ing out of the  establishm ent of th is  G rand  Chap­
ter, and of the  causes w hich have so unhappily  d istu rbed  the  
harm ony w hich should alw ays ex ist between th e  G rand  and 
subord inate  C hapters.

As the  rem onstrance re fe rred  to  the  com m ittee contains, it is 
presum ed, a  fu ll sta tem en t of th e  grievances com plained of, 
an d  as  it  a sserts  th a t  th e ir  objections to  th e  estab lishm ent of 
th is  G rand C hap te r have never been asw ered or attem pted  to  be 
answ ered, the  com m ittee have deemed it  advisable to  exam ine 
som ew hat in detail those objections contained in th e  rem on­
strance , w hich have not been already  sufficiently answ ered by 
th e  above sum m ary of facts. W ithou t exactly  adopting  the
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words, o r professing a  precise enum eration  of the  objections in 
the  rem onstrance, we th in k  we m ay safely  m ain ta in , th a t  those 
w hich rem ain  to  be answ ered resolve them selves into one o r the  
o ther of th e  following p ro po sitio n s: 1st, T h a t th e  delegates as­
sembled w ere incom petent to th e  organization  of th is  G rand 
C hapter. 2dly, T h a t the  C onstitu tion  of th is  G rand  C hapter 
w as a  conditional one, and  the  condition fa iling  it  w as thereby 
annulled. And 3dly, T h a t th is  G rand C hapter im properly in­
terd ic ted  m asonic intercourse between th e  m embers of its  sub­
ord ina te  C hapters and Lodges, and the  m embers of the  A la­
bam a and  M onroe C hapters.

L e t us consider, then, in th e  first place, th e  im puted incom­
petency of the  delegates. The rem onstrance m a in ta ins th e  a f­
firm ative of th is  proposition on two g ro u n d s ; th e  one is th a t  
tw o C hapters cannot form  a G rand  C hapter, when th e re  are  
fou r C hapters in th e  S tate , an d  the  o ther is, th a t  six  m asons 
cannot form  a C hapter. The au th o rity  for the  form ation  of 
S ta te  G rand C hapters is derived from  th e  11th section of the  
second a rtic le  of th e  C onstitu tion  of the  G eneral G rand C hapter 
of th e  U nited States, and is in these w ords: “W henever th e re
shall have been th ree  o r m ore Royal Arch C hap te rs  in stitu ted  
in any S tate , by v irtu e  of au th o rity  derived fro m  th is  C onsti­
tu tion , a  G rand C hap te r m ay be form ed in such S ta te  (w ith  
th e  approbation  of one o r m ore of the  General G rand Officers) 
by th e  H igh P riests, K ings and Scribes of the  said  C haptersr 
who shall be au thorized  to  elect the  G rand Officers. Provided 
alw ays, th a t  no new S ta te  G rand  C hapter shall be form ed un til 
a f te r  th e  ex pira tion  of one year from  the  establishm ent of the  
Ju n io r C hapter in sa id  S tate .” I t  is m anifestly  clear, th a t  a t  
the  tim e of th e  form ation  of th is  G rand  C hapter th e re  w ere 
only th ree  C hapters in the  S ta te  to  whom th e  privileges of th is  
provision extended, because the re  were only th ree  w hich had 
been established m ore th a n  one year  previous, viz: Tuscaloosa,
A labam a an d  Mobile C hapters. I f  any one of th e  th ree  C hapters 
had  been dissolved, th e  form ation  of a  S ta te  G ran d  C hapter, 
previous to  th e  co nstitu tional m a tu rity  of M onroe C hapter, 
would have been expressly prohibited, by th e  provisions of said
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section. Undoubtedly then, the  existence of M onroe C hapter 
a t  th a t  tim e, and w hile subjected to  the  d isab ility  of a  proba­
tio n a ry  infancy, could contribu te  noth ing to th e  privilege or 
au tho rity  of form ing th is  G rand  C hapter. W hether it ex isted  
or did not exist, w hile its  rig h ts  and im m unities w ere inchoate 
an d  im perfect (quoad the  fo rm ation  of th is  G rand  C hapter) 
could have had no bearing on the  question, e ith er of expediency 
or power. I t  had  no righ t to  be rep re sen te d ; and so f a r  a s  it  
w as concerned, i t  had  no rig h t to com plain of, or pow er to  re­
dress, th e  im puted irreg u la rity  of form ing th is  G rand  C hapter 
w ithout or even ag ain st its  appprobation. T he com m ittee are  
hence led to  believe th a t  Monroe C hapter, w hich originated th is  
remonstrance, so fa r  from  having ju s t grounds of com plaint, 
is rea lly  indebted to  th e  unprecedented courtesy of th e  o ther 
C hapters fo r an  inv ita tion  to pa rtic ip a te  in deliberations from  
which it w as undoubtedly excluded by constitu tional re s tra in ts  
and  d isabilities. Indeed it appears to  th e  com m ittee th a t  if 
th e re  has been any irreg u la rity  deserving of notice in th e  pro­
ceedings of the  o ther C hapters and th e ir  delegates, it w as th a t  
of inviting M onroe C hapter to  be represen ted  a t  th e  m eeting, 
an d  of electing and  installing  in office th e  II. P. of th a t  C hapter 
as one of th e  g rand  officers. I f  the  reasoning which has been 
employed upon th is  p a r t  of the subject be sound, an d  th e re  were 
v irtua lly  a t  the  tim e bu t th ree  C hapters in th e  S ta te  au thorized  
to p a rtic ip a te  in th e  form ation  of th e  G rand C hapter, we m ight 
safely reso rt to  the  rem onstrance itself to  establish  the  conclu­
sion to  which we a re  arriv ing . The term s of its  proposition is, 
not th a t  two C hap te rs  cannot form  a G rand C hapter, but th a t 
they  cannot do it, w here there  a re  fou r C hap te rs  in the  State. 
I t  implies th a t ( in  th e  opinion of the  au tho rs  of the  rem on­
strance) tw o C hap ters  can form  a G rand  C hapter, in cases 
w here th e re  a re  only three Chapters in  the S ta te . F o r since 
m ore th a n  fou r C hapters being in the  S ta te  would d im inish 
th e  p ropriety  and au tho rity  of tw o acting  for all, so two only' 
or less th an  two ex isting in the  S tate , a re  em phatically  d is­
qualified from  form ing a G rand  C hapter, by force of th e  11th 
sec tio n ; and unless th e  rem onstrance intended to ad m it th a t
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two C hap te rs  a re  em powered to  form  a  G rand C hapter, w here 
th e re  a re  only th ree  C hapters in the  S tate , we confess it  is 
beyond our discernm ent to  detect th e  object or m eaning of the 
qualification, w hich accom panies th e  proposition. I f  it  be 
m eant th a t  two C hapters cannot form  a G rand C hapter, under 
the  C onstitution of the  G eneral G rand C hapter, under no c ir ­
cum stances, w hy no t say so? W hy say more, if m ore is not 
m eant? W e m ay then  re-affirm  th a t  v irtu a lly  th e re  w ere but 
th ree C hapters a t  the  tim e of the  form ation  of th is  G rand 
C h a p te r ; and  we cordially  un ite  in th e  opinion im plied in the 
rem onstrance, th a t  two C hapters can form  a G rand C hapter 
w here there  a re  only th ree  C hapters in th e  S ta te ; or w hat, 
in th e  opinion of th e  committee, am ounts to  th e  sam e thing, 
w here th e re  a re  only th ree  w hich have a rrived  a t  constitu tional 
m atu rity . However, th a t  we m ay not be charged w ith  resting  
our conclusions upon th e  unguarded  concessions of others, let 
us exam ine the  11th section fu rth er, to ascerta in  if the re  be 
any th ing  th e re  w hich conflicts w ith  our conclusions. I t  will 
h a rd ly  be asserted  th a t  th e re  a re  any positive requirem ents in 
th is  section, by w hich all the  H igh P riests, K ings and  Scribes 
m ust be present a t  th e  form ation  of a  G rand C hapter, or th a t, 
if  they are, th a t  they  m ust be unanimous, in order to  give a  va­
lid ity  to w h at is done. L et us suppose th a t  th is  section had 
requ ired  th a t  th e re  should be ten  or m ore C hap te rs  in  a 
S tate , in order to  form  a G rand  C hapter, and th a t  th e re  had 
been eleven C hapters in th is  S ta te  previous to the  form ation  of 
th e  S ta te  G rand C hapter, and th a t  in pursuance of notice 
and  resolutions of concurrence, ten  C hapters should convene, 
and  th a t  the  eleventh should e ith er decline from  indifference, 
fa il from  accident, or refuse from  o b stin acy ; would it be in 
th e  pow er of one to defeat the  laudable designs of the rest?  
T his m ay be called an ex trem e case—we ad m it it. B u t so is 
the  one under consideration. They a re  in princip le the  same.* 
an d  the  princip le in both is, th a t  a m inority  can control. W e 
should th ink  it a  safe  ru le  in all cases, th a t  w here au th o rity  
w as conferred on several persons, and no explicit direction 
given as  to th e  mode of its  exercise, th a t  a  m a jo rity  of those
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persons, an d  not less, should constitu te  a quorum , to  give 
effect to the  au tho rity  w hich w as deputed to  all. In  th e  fo r­
m ation of th is  G rand C hapter, th e  delegates convened consti­
tu ted  no t barely  a quorum , but a  m ajo rity  of two th ird s  of all 
em powered to assemble. I f  it required  th a t  all should meet, 
why no t require  fa r th e r  th a t  all should agree? T h a t w hat 
should not be unanim ously adopted should no t be adopted 
a t  all?  F o r if some m ay stay  aw ay, to defeat an  object, why 
m ay not o thers fo r th e  sam e purpose? B u t w h at seems to 
be contended for in the  rem onstrance is th a t  a ll m ust be 
rep resen ted ; though when all a re  convened a  m ajo rity  
m ust govern. W hich am ounts to  th is, th a t  if th e  A labam a 
C hapter had  been represented, w hatever course I t  m ight 
have though t proper to  have pursued, it would have legal­
ized th e  proceedings of th e  o ther C hapters. L e t us 
suppose, fo r a moment, th a t  if th a t  C hapter had been present 
it would have opposed th e  fo rm ation  of the  G rand C hapter a l­
together—if the  o ther tw o C hapters w ere un ited  in its  favor, 
th e  efforts of th a t  C hapter would have been u tte rly  ineffectual. 
And yet th e  argum ent is th a t th a t  C hapter has effected by 
stay ing  aw ay, w h at a ll i ts  opposition could not have accom­
plished had it  been th e re !—I t  could not have prevented  the  
form ation  of the G rand C hapter if it had  been present, in the  
active resistance of all its  p ro v is ion s; bu t it  h as effected th e  
sam e object by doing nothing—by stay ing  a t  h om e! T he only 
ground for such an  argum ent m ust be th e  technical inference 
th a t  w h at is done by a m a jo rity  is th e  ac t of th e  whole. If  then 
ac tual opposition w hen present can be construed into implied 
consent, we do no t see the  p ropriety  w ith  w hich absence alone 
can be co n strued ' into opposition, ag ain st th e  official declara­
tions of th e  C hap ter itself in favor of th e  objects fo r w hich 
th e  delegates assembled. I f  unanim ity  in convening, and  unan­
im ity in opinion and  action should be a  precedent condition to 
the  fo rm ation  of a  G rand C hapter, then  th a t  would be required 
which w as never required  before, and which it  is believed would 
form  an  obstacle to  th e  in stitu tion  of G rand C hapters which 
could never be surm ounted.—A g ain : I t  will be rem em bered
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th a t  a ll th e  C hapters approved of and assented  to  th e  form a­
tion  of a  G rand  C hapter, and  th a t  th e  approbation  of each w as 
known to all—th a t  a ll had  notice of the  tim e an d  place, (which, 
w as expressly agreed on by a m a jority  o f the C hapters empow­
ered to act.) E very th ing  th a t  had  previously tran sp ired  con­
duced to th e  opinion th a t  A labam a C hapte r w as disappointed 
in assem bling, ag a in s t its  wishes, and th a t  if the  delegates 
assem bled should form  a  proper constitu tion  for the  govern­
m ent of said  G rand C hapter, the  A labam a C hapter would 
cheerfully  acquiesce in w h at had been done. As no doubt ex­
is ted  in the  m inds of th e  delegates upon th is  subject, and as the 
rem onstrance has ad m itted  th a t  if the  A labam a and  M onroe 
C hapters had subsequently  approved they would thereby have 
perfected w h at they  have considered an  im perfect co n stitu tio n ; 
—we would subm it it to the  candor of im partia l craftsm en, if it 
w ere no t som ew hat uncandid  an d  unk ind in th e  au tho rs  of the  
rem onstrance, even in the  fervor of controversional zeal, to 
charge th e  delegates w ith  m isrepresentation , because they had 
prejudged and an tic ipated  th e  m agnanim ous and even unsolici­
ted  co-operation of others, by reciting  in th e  pream ble to  the  
C onstitution, a general union and concurrence of design, w hich 
w as so sanguinely and confidently expected. As a  subsequent 
assen t w as fully  calculated  on, w ould it not have appeared sel­
fish in th e  delegates to  have published, as th e ir  ac t only, w h at 
w as th e  ac t of o thers a ls o ; and  as we ga th er from  th e  rem on­
strance, th a t  its au th o rs  a re  sufficiently tenacious of etiquette  
and form s, would no t th is  very  omission have probably consti­
tu ted  an  insuperable objection to th e ir  concurrence?

T h e o th e r proposition is, th a t  six  m asons cannot form  a  Chap.. 
ter. W e have very  little  to say in reply to  th is  ob jection ; It 
seems to have o rig ina ted  in a  misconception of th e  fac ts  as  they 
really  existed. I t  w.as not necessary, nor w as th e re  any au ­
thority , to have form ed a C hapter before the  delegates w ere 
em powered to  act. T his could no t have been done, though all 
th e  C hapters had  been represented. T here  w as no C hapte r to 
form. The C onstitution had  to  be adopted an te rio r to th e  open­
ing and organ ization of the  C hapter. T his w as th e  mode adop­
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ted  by the  delegates who form ed and organized th e  General 
G rand  C hapter itself. W e deny th a t  th e  G rand C hapter w as 
e ith er opened or closed w ith  a  num ber less than n ine .—The 
G rand  C hap te r w as never opened till th e  3rd of June, 1823, and 
th e re  w ere nine regu la r com panions present. I t  is tru e  th a t  all 
w ere not m em b ers ;.n o r w as it  necessary th a t  they should be. 
T here  is noth ing in ex isting  enactm ent o r ancien t usage th a t  
required  it.

L et us proceed to exam ine the  second proposition. T h a t the 
C onstitu tion  of th is  G rand C hapter w as a  conditional one; and 
the  condition failing, th e  constitu tion  w as thereby annulled. 
H ere we a re  again  a t  issue upon the  fact. W e respectfu lly  de­
ny, toto coelo, th a t  th e  constitu tion  w as p red icated  upon any 
condition w hatever. A resolution w as adopted by the  delegates 
an te rio r to the  adoption of th e  constitu tion, asserting  “th a t  the  
G rand C hapter of th e  S ta te  of Alabam a, shall consist of th e  
H igh P riests, K ings and Scribes of the  follow ing C hapters, v iz : 
Tuscaloosa, No. 1, C ahaw ba, No. 2 (m eaning Alabam a. No. 2) 
Mobile, No. 3, an d  Claiborne, No. 4, (m eaning Monroe, No. 4 ), 
provided th a t  C ahaw ba and C laiborne (m eaning A labam a and 
Monroe C hapters) give th e ir  assent to  these proceedings w ith in  
a  reasonable time. Now th is  is barely  a  “resolution” adopted 
before the  constitu tion, w hich w as not incorporated  into it, or 
form ed a  p a rt of it. I t  would hard ly  be denied th a t  if th e  con­
stitu tion  had expressly excluded the  partic ipa tio n  in m em ber­
ship of A labam a an d  M onroe C hapters, th a t  the  constitu tion  
would have been param o un t and th e  resolution ineffectual. The 
constitu tion  itself nullifies th e  resolution, fo r it provides th a t 
th e  G rand C hapter shall consist of others  besides those enum er­
ated  in th e  resolution, to-w it: such C hap te rs  as  m ay be orig­
ina ted  by th e  G rand C hapter itself. B u t even if the  resolution 
had been incorporated  in the  constitu tion, or could now be con­
sidered as  having th e  force of a  co nstitu tional provision, we 
should earn estly  insist th a t  the condition re la ted  no t to  the  
va lid ity  of th e  constitu tion , bu t to the  m em bership of those 
C hapters. W hat is  the  provision? W hy, th a t  th e  G rand Chap­
te r  shall consist of th e  th ree  first officers of a ll th e  C hap ters  in
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th is  S tate , “provided th a t  C ahaw ba and C laiborne give th e ir  
consent to these proceedings w ith in  a reasonable tim e." And 
suppose they should no t give th e ir  assen t w ith in  a  reasonable 
tim e—w h at follows? T h a t the  G rand C hapter Is dissolved? 
T he constitu tion  annulled? By no m eans. B u t th a t  th e  G rand 
C hapter shall consist of o ther m em bers th a n  th e  H igh P riests, 
K ings and Scribes of a il those C hapters, th a t  is, th a t  the  H igh 
P riests, K ings and Scribes of A labam a and M onroe C hapters, 
or either, refusing  assen t should be excluded from  mem bership. 
T he ex istence of th e  constitu tion  w as not m ade to depend on 
the  course w hich A labam a and M onroe C hapters m ight th ink  
proper to pursue, bu t only th e ir  r ig h t to m em bership. T h a t th is  
w as the  in tention  of the  delegates is fu rth e r  m anifested  from  
th e  occurrences w hich have since arisen.—They failed  to give 
th e ir  assen t and they have ceased to be m em bers of the  G rand 
C hapter.

The th ird  proposition is, th a t  th is  G rand  C hapter im properly 
in te rd ic ted  m asonic in tercourse between th e  m em bers of its sub­
o rd ina te  C hapters an d  Lodges and th e  mem bers of th e  A labam a 
an d  Monroe C hapters. By recu rrin g  to  th e  C onstitu tion  of the 
G eneral G rand C hapter of th e  U nited States, we shall ascerta in  
the  au tho rity  w hich belongs to  the  S ta te  G rand C hapters. The 
4 th  section of th e  3d a rtic le  provides “th a t  th e  several S ta te  
G rand  C hapters (sub ject to  th e  provisions of th is  constitu tion) 
shall have th e  sole governm ent an d  superintendence of th e  sev­
era l Royal Arch C hapters an d  Lodges of Most E xcellent P ast 
an d  M ark M aster M asons w ith in  th e ir  respective ju risd ic tion s,” 
etc. I t  is conceived th a t  th e  ju risd ic tion  of a S ta te  G rand 
C hapter ex tends to all reg u la r constitu ted  C hapters w ith in  the 
lim its  of the  S ta te  in w hich i t  is holden, and consequently th a t 
th e  rig h t of governm ent and  superintendence over sa id  Chap­
te rs  accrues to the  G rand C hapter, a s  soon as the sam e has 
been regu larly  organized. I t  is im practicab le however fo r th is  
au th o rity  to  be exercised over C hapters w hich publicly d is­
claim  and  denounce th e  ju risd ic tion  and refuse  submission to 
its  governm ent an d  direction. Connected w ith  th is  righ t of 
governm ent and superintendence is the  rig h t to  dues fo r the
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support and m aintenance of th e  G rand  C hapter, which a re  ac­
cru ing  to  and  vested in the  G rand C hapter, by v irtu e  of both 
the  C onstitu tions of the  G eneral G rand  C hapter and of the  
S ta te  C hapter. T he constitu tion  of the  fo rm er in  th e  8 th  sec­
tion  of th e  2d artic le  provides th a t  “th e  G ran d  C hap te rs  shall 
have pow er to requ ire  from  the  several C hapters an d  Lodges 
under th e ir  respective ju risd ictions, such reasonable proportion 
of sum s received by them  for th e  ex a lta tion  an d  advancem ent 
of candidates, and such certa in  annual sum s from  th e ir  pros­
pective m em bers as by th e ir  ordinances or regula tions shall 
he reafte r be ap p o in ted ; a ll of w hich said  sum s o r dues shall be 
m ade good and paid  annually  by th e  said  C hapters and Lodges 
respectively, into th e  G rand T reasu ry  of the  G rand  C hap te r un ­
der w hich they  hold th e ir  au thority , on o r before the  1st day 
of the  respective annual m eetings of thd said  G rand  C hapters.’’ 
And by the  6 th  section of th e  2nd a rtic le  of th e  C onstitu tion  of 
th is  G rand  C hapter those dues a re  specifically ascerta ined , and 
f a r th e r  provides th a t  those C hapters neglecting or refusing  to  
pay th e ir  dues un til th e  nex t regu la r session of th e  G rand 
C hapter, shall be punished by fo rfe itu re  of th e ir  w a rra n t and 
expulsion, un til they comply, &<■. Now, no p a r t  of these dues 
have ever been paid, nor have e ith er the  A labam a or Monroe 
C hapters, in a  single instance, subm itted  to  th e  au th o rity  of 
th is  G rand  C hapter, and  M onroe C hapter on th e  last page of 
th is  very  rem onstrance, has rash ly  an d  in tem perate ly  asserted , 
a s  if to  close th e  door of reconcilation forever, th a t  they “shall 
never consent to  acknowledge any head b u t’ the  G eneral G rand 
C hapter, though confessedly belonging to th is  ju risd iction . I t  
is m anifest, from  th e  fac ts  w hich have been stated , th a t  m a­
sonic in tercourse could no t subsist w here one side w as asserting  
an d  th e  o ther denying ju risd iction , an d  accordingly th is  G rand 
C hapter conceiving th e  course of these C hapters as  vio la ting  
th e  princip les of its  constitu tion, and as  a  palpable d ep artu re  
from  th e ir  obligations and th e ir  duties, suspended all in te r­
course w ith  them . T he r ig h t to  inflict punishm ent by the  
G rand C hapter upon th e  subord inate  C hap ters  as surely ex ists 
a s  th e  r ig h t does in  th e  subord inate  C hapters to  punish  its  own
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members. In  the  case before us, however, the  in te rd ic tion  of 
in tercourse w as expressly enjoined on the  happening of contu­
macy, w hich ac tually  occurred. The 2nd and 3rd article , of 
th e  constitu tion  am ong other things, provided th is  punishm ent, 
fo r refu sal to  acknowledge its  au th o rity  w ith in  one year, &c. 
T his constitu tion, too, w ith  th is  very  provision, has been sub­
m itted  to and received th e  inspection an d  approval of th e  Gen­
eral G rand H igh P r ie s t ; an d  th e  in terdiction  of in tercourse of 
w hich th e  rem onstrance complains, is bu t th e  enforcem ent of 
th is  very provision of th e  constitu tion, against those who have 
refused to  acknowledge its  au th o rity  and subscribe to  its  gov­
ernm ent.

The com m ittee cannot close th is  report w ithou t expressing 
th e ir  deep reg re t th a t  M onroe C hapter should not have m ani­
fested g rea te r forDearance in adopting m easures, w hich have 
doubtless seemed proper to them . T h a t C hapter ought to  have 
rem embered, th a t  if i t  derives th e  au th o rity  of doing w h at it 
has done from  ancient usage, th a t  ancient usage cannot on 
th e ir  p a r t  be safely  appealed to, to ju s tify  the  asperity  w hich 
pervades th e  rem onstrance. Nothing tends m ore pow erfully to 
w iden existing breaches and  ag gravate  ex isting  hostilities, th an  
th e  substitu ting  fo r m ild and dignified argum en t inflam m atory 
appeals to  public opinion. However th e  course w hich has been 
pursued w as calculated  to arouse 'in  the  bosoms of the  com­
m ittee a ll th e ir  excitem ent, and to  have justified  pointed and 
unnecessary an im adversion on th e ir  p a rt, they have endeav­
ored tp re fra in  a s  m uch as possible from  pursu ing  an  exam ple 
w hich m ight have placed ex isting  differences ou t of th e  reach 
of friend ly  accom m odation an d  have k ind led  resentm ents th a t  
m ight have been unextinguishable. W hatever m ay be th e  re­
su lt of th is  unp leasan t controversy, and however th is  com mit­
tee  m ay claim  fo r th is  G rand  C hapte r th roug hou t th e  p reva­
lence of good feelings, and exem ption from  im puted f a u l t s ; 
w hen they  consider w ith  w h at engaging solem nities all our m a­
sonic duties enjoin on us the  necessity of harm ony and union; 
we sincerely tru s t  th a t  our A lm ighty A rch itect will inspire us 
all w ith  a  proper sp irit of accom m odation, th a t  the  very re ­
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m em brance of these dissentions m ay be buried  in oblivion, an d  
th a t  the fires of friendsh ip  m ay be lighted up in  our bosoms 
and glow w ith  unextinguishable fervour forever.

Which report was unanimously concurred in by 
this Grand Chapter, and the Grand Secretary re­
quested to forward a copy thereof to Most Ex. Com­
panion Thaddeus Sanford, delegate and represent­
ative of this Grand Chapter, to be laid before the 
General Grand Chapter of the United States, at 
their septennial meeting, to be holden at New York, 
011 the first Thursday of September next; and also  
one copy to Monroe Chapter. 

On motion of Comp. Henry Strause, representa­
tive of Cyrus Chapter, No. 6, Florence,

Resolved, T h a t the  application  of said  C hapter fo r a  rem is­
sion of its  dues fo r the  y ear ending June, 1825, in  consequence 
of its  having expended its  funds in th e  erection of a  M asonic 
H a il in th e  tow n of Florence, be acceded to  by th is  G rand 
C hapter.

On motion,
Resolved , T h a t th e  proceedings of th is  G rand  C hapter be 

p rin ted , under th e  d irec tion  of th e  G rand Secretary.
The following resolution was introduced:—

Resolved, “T h a t th e  th ird  section of th e  4 th artic le  of the  
C onstitu tion  of th is  G rand  C hapter be so a lte red  a s  to  strik e  
ou t a ll between th e  w ords jurisdiction  and paying, and th e  fol­
lowing to  be inserted  in lieu thereof, “but in  any even t the  
candidate shall not be balloted for w ith in  tw elve hours a fte r  
his pe tition  shall have been received by the Chapter.”

Which said resolution, pursuant to the 4th arti­
cle and 14th section of the said constitution, was 
ordered to be spread upon the minutes of the Grand



Chapter, and lie over for its consideration until 
the next annual m eeting at Mobile.

The Grand ( Chapter was then adjourned until to­
morrow morning, at 8 o’clock, A. M.

W m . D . S t o n e , Grand Secretary.

1826 ] GRAND C H A PTER  OF ALABAMA. m

T u s c a l o o s a  M a s o n i c  H a l l ,  ) 
Saturday Evening, June 24, 1826. \

The Grand Chapter met pursuant to adjourn­ment.
p r e s e n t :

M. E. N im rod  E. B en so n , G. H. P.
D. M ’F a rla n e , G. K., p. t.
Se t h  B arton , G. S., p. t.
W m . D. Stone , G rand Secretary.
E. W. T h o m p so n , G. T reasurer.

M EM BERS PR E S E N T :
Comps. W iser, Snow, Kennon, Piace, P erry .

The Grand Secretary acknowledges the following  
sums of money, received during the present meet­ing.

F rom  T uscaloosa C hapter, No. 1  _________ $42 00
“ Cyrus C hapter, No. 6____________     38 00
“ Comp. J. B. Hogan, la te  G. Sec’y____________  47 75

Total am ount___________________________   $127 75

Nothing further appearing before this Grand 
Chapter, it was closed with the usual solemnities.

Wm. 1), S t o n e ,  Grand Secretary.
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MEMORANDA.

A t th e  Convocation of th e  G eneral G rand  C hapte r in  1826, 
i t  being pronounced illegal, th e  G rand  C hapter disbanded, but 
w as reorganized in  Ju n e  1827, under th e  au th o rity  of th e  Gen­
eral G rand C hapter.

G rand  Secretary.


